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Two women stood on a street 
corner adjacent to Thames 

Hospital almost every fortnight for 
a year.

As they brandished colourful 
signs, they were brought coffee, 
and car horns tooted in support.

Some passers-by didn’t know 
their purpose, and had to peek at 
the placards which had words like: 

‘I support your right to choose’.
Now, Laura Hamilton and Syl-

via Blood are thanking the com-
munity for their small acts of kind-
ness which motivated them to see 
their mission through.

As of October 5, a Safe Area has 
been enacted around Thames Hos-
pital, meaning certain behaviours 
that may be considered distressing 
to a person accessing or providing 
abortion services are prohibited.

It means pro-life protestors are 
unable to have a presence on the 
four streets surrounding the hos-
pital. 

“We were so happy, delighted, 
excited,” Laura - who is pro-choice 
- said. “Knowing that, at this par-
ticular time, there’s the power of 
the law on our side… it allows us 
to be in a position to hopefully 
change the narrative.” 

The government’s Contracep-

tion, Sterilisation and Abortion 
Amendment Act came into force 
on March 19, 2022, and allowed 
for the creation of prescribed Safe 
Areas - which aim to protect the 
safety, wellbeing, privacy and dig-
nity of people who are accessing or 
providing abortion services.

Laura and Sylvia, who stood 
on the street corner as a counter-
measure to the pro-life protesters 
who also frequented the hospi-

tal boundary, got in touch with 
Thames Hospital to ask if it would 
be applying for such an area. 

It did, in December, 2022.
“It took three months for the 

inspection from Manatū Hauora 
Ministry of Health… and a week 
before the inspection, I wrote a let-
ter in support of the Safe Area on 
behalf of the community and at-
tached a petition,” Laura said.

CONTINUED ON P2

A ‘win’ for women’s rightsA ‘win’ for women’s rights

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

After a year of peaceful counter-
protesting, Laura Hamilton, right, 

and Sylvia Blood are pleased a Safe 
Area around Thames Hospital has 

been created.  
Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display advertise-
ments in The Valley 

Profile, then email admin@valley-
profile.co.nz with your full name 
and postal address, and the busi-
ness name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to go 
in the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last issue it was in the Lynne’s ad.

FIND US ONLINE:
www.valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 

Coromandel App 
on your smart 

phone

Police have been called and private security 
guards are now in place after hours at the 

Tapu-Coroglen Rd roadworks site after hours 
following confrontations and vandalism on site.

The road has been closed since January after 
Cyclones caused large slips that washed out the 
road. “Disappointingly, there have been some 
recent incidents of vandalism to the contrac-
tor’s plant and equipment, along with confron-
tation from some of the public towards staff,”  
Thames-Coromandel District Council said.

“Council and our contractors have zero toler-
ance towards this type of behaviour.” 

Police had been involved in these recent inci-
dents and would be called for any further inci-
dents of this nature, council said. “We want to 
reinforce that this section of the road is com-
pletely closed to the public during this con-
struction phase. Physical barriers are in place 
on the Coroglen end of the site, alongside pri-
vate security guards after hours.”

Meanwhile, council said works by Coroman-
del contractors Kelsey Construction and their 
subcontractors were progressing well and the 
project was back on track to see the road reo-
pen before Christmas. The timber retaining 
wall has been completed, and placement of the 
first blocks has kicked-off the construction of 
the block wall below the road.

Confrontation, 
vandalism at 
Tapu-Coroglen 
work site

“Within a week, we’d gathered over 100 signa-
tures.

“We heard on September 21 that, after nine 
months from the application, the safe area was 
approved, and it’s been enforceable since Octo-
ber 5. Meaning the activity that was occurring 
before with anti-abortion signs is no longer le-
gal.”

Across the country, only 11 providers of 
abortion services have Safe Areas in place, but 
Laura and Sylvia believe it to be a no-brainer 
for all abortion service providers to be free from 
harmful or hurtful behaviours from outside 
members of the public. 

“Women should be able to have access to safe 
healthcare without being harassed, harangued, 
manipulated or threatened,” Sylvia said. 

“And it was not just the women who were 
going with their whānau or partner to a termi-
nation, but the women who had already been 
through that experience who were still seeing 
[the pro-life protests] playing out.” 

According to Manatū Hauora, the New Zea-
land Police will primarily be responsible for the 
enforcement of Safe Areas. A person convicted 
of engaging in prohibited behaviour within a 
Safe Area may be liable for a fine of up to $1000.

Laura said the Police in Thames had been 
called just once since the Safe Area was put into 
place.

“I think [the protestors] didn’t necessarily 
know the Safe Area existed,” she said. “It was 
enforced on October 5, and on the 6th, [pro-life 
protestors] were on the corner. So, I contacted 
the hospital just to let them know and there was 
an immediate police response.” 

Prohibited behaviours include providing an-
ti-abortion pamphlets or similar materials, and 
engaging in protest about matters relating to 
the provision of abortion services. 

Sylvia and Laura believe pro-life protestors 
have moved to a new location in Thames, but 
were taking their absence from around the hos-
pital as a “win”.

“Personally, I don’t think anyone should be 
on a street corner making any commentary 

CONTINUED FROM P1

A ‘win’ for women’s rights

A map showing the Safe Area. Image: Manatū Hauora
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around people’s access to health care, including 
us,” Laura said. 

“Many people before us have had counter-
protests and tried to lobby for free and unob-
structed access to the clinic. So this is a huge 
win for reproductive rights,” she said. 

“Women accessing health care shouldn’t be 
open to any public scrutiny.”
DETAILS: Applications for providers to request a 
Safe Area at their premises are opened periodically 
throughout the year. The next ap-
plication round will be opened in 
February, 2024, then quartery.

Sylvia Blood and Laura Hamilton say the Safe Area 
around the hospital is a ‘win’.   Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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‘Historic’: Māori wards voted in for HDC
On the day Hauraki District 

Council made the historic de-
cision to include Māori Wards for 
the 2025 and 2028 triennial elec-
tions, hundreds of iwi members, 
kaumātua, rangatahi, and tama-
riki gathered within chambers to 
celebrate.

“We can’t fix the past but we can 
change the future,” Hauraki May-
or Toby Adams said, “and the fu-
ture is sitting with us here today.”

The momentous and “emotion-
al” vote comes after council opted 
not to establish Māori wards in 
2018, because back then, council  
said it didn’t have enough time 
with iwi to do the decision “jus-
tice”. 

Now, Mayor Adams said it felt 
like “the right time for us 
as a district”. 

“These are 
brave decisions, 
because there 
will be people 
who feel like 
it’s a wrong 
decision, but 
they are not 
always armed 
with the right 
information… 
but man, I feel like 
we are braver than 
Auckland City.” 

One day after Hauraki’s his-
toric vote, Auckland councillors 
voted 11-9 not to have Māori seats 
at the 2025 local body elections.

Mayor Wayne Brown abstained 
from the vote.

In contrast, at Hauraki District 

C o u n -
cil’s Oc-
tober 25 
m e e t -
i n g , 

M a y o r 
A d a m s 

moved the 
motion after 

opening up the 
floor for a korero from the 

visiting iwi.
“It is a no-brainer,” Josie An-

derson of Ngāti Hako said. “You 
do not need to be congratulated 
for taking this step when we have 
a Treaty that gives perhaps a legal 

obligation on councils to start cre-
ating a world based on a fair and 
just society. 

“But you’ve also got a damn 
moral obligation to ensure that all 
of our communities, and particu-
larly our iwi and Māori communi-
ties, sit at your table. This is just 
another beginning, another step in 
a long road.” 

Māori Wards allow voters on the 
Māori role to elect a representa-
tive to their local council. They sit 
alongside general wards and, in an 
earlier report, council said six of 
the 11 regional councils had Māori 
constituencies in the 2022 local 

elections, while 29 of 76 territo-
rial authorities had Māori wards. 
How many Māori wards Hauraki 
District will have is decided by a 
formula in the Local Electoral Act, 
based on the ratio of Māori elec-
toral population to the total elec-
toral population. 

Based on that formula, it’s likely 
there may be two Māori wards in 
the Hauraki District.

After the vote was passed unani-
mously, a celebratory haka and 
waiata broke out around the coun-
cil chambers. 

Mayor Adams said he and fellow 
elected members thought it was 

“one of the coolest days” witnessed 
in council.

“I think it’s been crystal clear 
how much I love the Hauraki and 
all that Hauraki represents. 

“Hauraki is where my home is, 
and this to me is a step in the right 
direction.”

The next step for council is to 
conduct a representation review 
to decide how many wards there 
would be in the next local elec-
tions, their boundaries, and how 
many councillors will be in each.

Hundreds of iwi members, kaumātua, rangatahi, and tamariki gathered within Hauraki District Council to celebrate the inclusion of   
Māori Wards.                                     Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

By KELLEY TANTAU & ALICE 
PARMINTER, Public Interest Journalism 
funded by NZ On Air
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

Sadness expressed 
after Hugh Vercoe dies
Waikato Regional Council has paid 

tribute to former councillor Hugh 
Vercoe, ONZM, QSM, who died over 
Labour Weekend aged 80.

The former artilleryman retired from 
local government politics in 2022 after 
30 years.

He entered local government in 1992, 
chairing the Morrinsville Community 
Board for six years before enjoying 15 
years as Mayor of Matamata-Piako be-
tween 1998 and 2013, and then nine 
years as a Waikato regional councillor 
for the Waihou constituency.

He chaired the Waikato Civil Defence 
and Emergency Management Joint 
Committee between 2010 and 2022, 
and Waikato Regional Transport Com-
mittee between 2013 and 2022.

In 2014 he was made an Officer of the 
New Zealand Order of Merit (ONZM) 
for services to local government, which 
followed a Queen’s Service Medal 
awarded in 2007.

Waikato Regional Council Chair 
Pamela Storey, who served a term as 
councillor with Vercoe, described him 
as a passionate community advocate.

“Waikato communities were blessed 
with his service over many, many years. 
He brought insight and eperience to 
every table he sat at.

“He was generous with his time and 
sage with his advice. He was the wise 
owl who would listen intently and give 
measured, meaningful responses that 
provided a clear steer, a clear direction, 
and a very clear point of view.

“Hugh advocated strongly for in-
creased investment in civil defence in 
the region, and with a team of profes-
sionals on board he had total confi-
dence that every aspect of an emergency 
would be managed well.

“He was proud of the significant growth 
and development in regional land trans-
port. It was under his leadership of the 
regional transport committee that sign 
off was received for the completion of 
the Waikato Expressway, an enormous 
roading programme supported by gov-
ernment.

“Hugh also championed the launch 
of interregional passenger rail, and was 
pleased to see the steady growth in num-
bers on Te Huia.

“On behalf of the council, I’d like to ex-
tend our deepest sympathies to Hugh’s 
family.”

Vercoe brought to his political roles 
experience as a successful sheep, beef 
and dairy farmer at Tauhei, as well as 
business acumen as the owner of a Mor-
rinsville finance company and later co-
owner of a newspaper.

A Battery Commander of the Royal 
Regiment of New Zealand Artillery,  Ma-
jor (Retired) Vercoe recently opened an 
artillery museum on his farm.

Hugh Vercoe

“My dog is itchy.” 
This is one of the 
most common 
phrases heard in vet 
clinics during the 
summertime. 

The dog’s coat can 
look normal, but of-

ten the skin is red, or grey-black and sticky. It 
can also have areas that are crusty and ooze 
a little, and occasionally you can see dandruff. 
Some dogs have concurrent ear infections and 
sore feet as well. They look miserable and can 
be quite unwell. 

Fleas are generally the culprits, and you 
can usually detect these by looking through the 
coat over the dog’s back just in front of the tail.

If you see fleas or small black crumbs (flea 
droppings), then all you might need is flea con-
trol. Excellent flea control products are Bravec-
to, NexGard Spectra and Simparica Trio, which 
all treat more than just fleas. 

However, once the skin gets damaged from 
continuous scratching and biting, it starts to 
become more challenging to find out what the 
cause is. 

Sometimes skin damage can be secondary to 
contact allergies (Kikuya grass and Wandering 
Jew are high on this list), or infection (parasites, 
bacteria, yeast, fungi, viral), which can be treat-
ed accordingly with anti-itch medication, anti-
biotics, and medicated shampoo. 

Dogs with recurring yeast infections in their 
ears often do very well on BlackHawk fish and 
potato biscuits or Royal Canin Skintopic.  

Most dogs recover fine after treatment or 
diet change. 

However, just like people, some dogs may 

Treatment for itchy dogs

have more serious underlying medical prob-
lems that need to be diagnosed if treatment is 
going to be successful. 

If a  skin condition does not clear up or re-
curs frequently, then your vet can investigate 
further. Blood and urine tests can be done to 
assess a pet’s overall health and check for hor-
monal diseases (like thyroid or Cushing’s dis-
ease), often followed by skin scrapings, skin 
biopsies for histopathology, or ruling out food 
allergies with dietary trials.

Alternatively, they can offer a referral to a skin 
specialist for further workup or allergy testing. 

If you are getting a new pup, always try to see 
the pup’s parents, as skin issues can be inher-
ited. Start pet insurance as soon as possible to 
avoid exclusion of preexisting conditions.  

Itchy dogs can be expensive to treat, and 
sometimes a cause cannot be found. Fortu-
nately, these days there are several anti-itch 
drugs available (Apoquel, Cytopoint) to treat 
chronic itchy dogs before they damage them-
selves, and with careful management, these 
dogs can have healthy and happy lives too.

- Supplied by Franklin Vets

By Asse Bosch BVSc 
BSc

Fleas are generally the culprits for itchy dogs. 
Photo: SUPPLIED
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Overall winners Florents with the judges and programme facilitators.                                               Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

MAEAF’s chief executive Phoenix Gage with teacher Diane Watton.

The judges ponder their scores.

Students await the results.

Business minds
Paeroa College Year 10 stu-

dents got a taste of the 
business world as part of the 
bp Business Challenge, coordi-
nated by the Young Enterprise 
Trust. 

The three-day experience was 
a hands-on learning event where 
students were introduced to en-
trepreneurship, developed their 
employability skills, worked in 
teams to come up with a busi-
ness idea, and shared their ideas 
with business people.

The Profile’s senior reporter 
Kelley Tantau was one of four 
judges on the final day on Oc-
tober 27, alongside Positive 
Paeroa’s Janella Munns and 
Barbara Berry; AgriSea’s head 
of sales and business develop-
ment Tala Saxon; and Paeroa 
College teacher Diane Watton.

Seven school groups took part 
and each had nine minutes to 
present their product.

Among them was an innova-
tive shoe company, a cellphone 
case brand that used solar pow-
er to charge, and an infinite ink 
pen product. 

The overall winners of the 
challenge was Florents, a per-
fume company. 

Teacher Sean Koller had been 
trying to get the popular busi-
ness challenge to the college 
for a number of years, with this 
year being the first time it’s run 
in Paeroa. 

Programme facilitator Wayne 
Prince, who was in Hauraki for 
the three days, said he was im-
pressed by the students’ efforts 
and their ability to see the expe-
rience through.

Ballin CEO Eliza Stepanicic was commended for her leadership.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Shirts by Ben Sherman in store

now, great style and quality fabrics

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
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P.O. Box 768, Thames
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Gothica Baby
1st Birthday

Daily in store specials -
follow on facebook

Drop in to the store
at Goldfields Mall on

Wednesday,
November 15th

for cake & goodies

Shop 51B - on the way to The Warehouse
GOLDFIELDS MALL - Mary Street, THAMES

Ph: 029 870 4433
E: gothicababy@outlook.com

From “very small beginnings” back in No-
vember, 2022, Gothica Baby has since 

grown into a specialist boutique with more 
stock, more sales, and more customer 
support.

Sooz Gilmer began selling homemade 
gothic jewellery on Trade Me seven years 
ago but opened her physical store, Gothica 
Baby, at Goldfields Mall in Thames last 
year.

When the doors first opened, she sup-
plied “some jewellery, a few T-shirts, some 
sunnies and some original artworks,” but 
her stock has since grown.

“Our products now include tapers and 
stretchers, 3-D printed hoodies, a growing 
range of piercings, very cool handbags, 
and a range of stainless steel singles, as 
well as our T-shirts and womens clothing,” 
Sooz said.

“We are constantly growing our range, 
we listen to what our customers want and, 
if we can, add the products they are look-
ing for.”

Sooz said people have been “really ex-
cited” about Gothica Baby and what the 
store sells. 

“We are very unique and have something 
for just about everyone. I still love having 
new customers that walk in, look around 
and say: ‘Wow’. It’s a great feeling.”

Gothica Baby will be celebrating its first 
birthday with daily in-store specials. 

“[There’s really great discounts across 
the store, but each one is only for one day. 
So, one day hoodies, one day stretchers 
and tapers et cetera. 

“We will announce the daily special on 
our Facebook page each morning so follow 
us on Facebook to get our daily deal.” 

Gothica Baby turns one

ADVERTORIAL

Zonta dusts off Bookarama event

Zonta Thames Valley’s annual 
Bookarama drew a steady stream of 

bookworms and readers to the St James 
Church Hall, but while the fundraiser 
was a success, turn-out was down from 
2022.

“We didn’t do as well as last year,” 
spokesperson Pam Harsant told The 
Profile. “It’s hard to put it down to any-
thing, but there is the fact we don’t have 
as much through-traffic up to the Penin-
sula. We used to notice people that were 
passing through were often our custom-
ers.

“I don’t think we suffered too badly, 
though,” she said.

Roughly $7000 was raised from the 
Bookarama in 2022, while this year 
brought in around $5800.

Pam said the surplus of adult books 
were taken to the Seagull Centre in 
Thames, while the children’s books were 
donated to a kindergarten in Te Puru.

This year, the money raised will go to-

wards helping women striving for careers 
in public affairs.

“We’ll be promoting it around the high 
schools - for young girls looking for a 
community-involved, public type of ca-
reer,” Pam said.

“They can apply for a scholarship and 
get funding from us at a local level, plus 
they can be forwarded on to the nation-
wide award… then from that, they can 
get forwarded on to the worldwide one, 
and they can get a lot of money with 
that.”

The Bookarama is Zonta Thames Val-
ley’s biggest fundraiser of the year, and 
Pam wanted to thank the continued 
customers as well as the local MenzShed, 
who built trestles to help the volunteers 
sort the books.

She said the group had about six mem-
bers, and was always looking for more.
DETAILS: For info on Zonta and how to get 
involved, find Zonta Club of Thames Valley 
on Facebook. 

Readers browse for a bargain at this year’s Bookarama.           Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Gothica Baby 
celebrates one 

year at Goldfields 
Mall in Thames.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan Qashqai Ti
Auto, NZ New ,1 Owner, 42km,

As New Cond.

$26,990

2013 Mitsubishi Mirage LS
Auto, Low Kms, NZ New

$10,990
ONLY

2009 Holden Captiva
V6 Auto AWD, 7 Seater,

Top Range Model

$9,990

2010 Toyota Corolla
1.8Ltr Auto, NZ New,

Low Kms, Alloys

$9,990
ONLY

2011 Mercedes Benz C350
Auto, Superb Car

$17,990
2017 Ford Focus Sport

Low Kms

$16,990

2012 Holden Colorado
Auto Diesel, 2WD, Excellent Condition

$17,990

2015 Ssangyong Korando
2.0Lt Auto, 2WD,

Immaculate Condition

NOW
$14,990

Flooding in Waikino after fierce storm

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Waikino’s main street was 
turned into a canal when a 

huge storm blew in with hurri-
cane force from the east, bring-
ing torrential rain to the Thames 
Valley.

There was seven feet of water in 
the shops on the main road and 
residents were removed from 
dwellings on rafts. The Ohine-
muri River rose to such an extent 
that floods were far reaching, af-
fecting all the townships along 
the Paeroa - Waihī railway, Ka-
rangahake and Waikino suffer-
ing considerably. A large part of 
Paeroa was submerged and peo-
ple flooded out. A four-roomed 
house was washed away and 
along with outhouses, trees, and 
almost anything moveable. At the 
height of the flood the fires at the 
gasworks were extinguished, and 
the township was plunged into 
darkness. 

The Ohinemuri River was fully 
4ft higher than on the occasion of 
a previous greatest flood, which, 
by a strange coincidence, oc-
curred on the same day the pre-
ceding year.

The main street of Waikino under water.                                     Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

The rainfall was described as 
abnormal. From 1907 there had 
been a marked increase both 
in heavy individual and heavy 
grouped rainfalls, extending over 
a period of two or three consecu-
tive days.
TENDERS SOUGHT
Tenders were to be advertised in 
the Auckland papers for cutting a 
canal about two miles long in the 
Puhanga bend of the Piako River.

This would give employment to 
a considerable number of men.

This canal was designed to give 
the Piako River a straight run to 
the west of Kerepēhi, and would 
shorten the river’s course by about 
two miles, cutting off a long curve 
which swept round by Kerepēhi. 
The mouth of the new cut would 
come out on the river above the 
Orchard (Ngatea). A large body 

of water would be carried by the 
canal, and it would escape much 
more readily than by the wind-
ing river, so that the settlers who 
had taken up land in the vicinity 
would benefit greatly by this big 
work.
NEW CHURCH
A new Catholic church at Hikutaia 
was opened by Monsignor Gillan 
and dedicated to Saints James 
and John. The ceremony was a 
very fine one, and attended by a 
large congregation from all parts 
of the district. Mass was solemnly 
sung and to add to the beauty of 
the service a special choir from 
the Thames was present. The 
building, which was of a splendid 
style of Gothic, presented a hand-
some appearance.

The interior was remarkably 
well fitted up, giving one the idea 

of a convent chapel. A special, and 
perhaps unique, feature of the 
church was the altar, which was 
of marble and Oamaru stone. The 
building and altar were designed 
wholly by Father Tigar, who also 
supervised the construction.
ROAD PROMISED
A promise of a Thames to Tairua 
road spurred ‘Cyanide’ of Tairua 
into print. He earnestly hoped 
Thames businesses would as-
sist in getting this road pushed 
through at once as Tairua wanted 
to see the butcher and baker, and 
candlestick maker calling for their 
orders of a morning and a mail 
service that would take a letter to 
the Thames office in four hours 
instead of two and three quarter 
days. A fellow couldn’t under-
stand why there never was a de-
cent road between the two places.

Tale of two 
bridges
Steel plates purchased for the 

Minden bridge on a Tauranga 
project have taken a detour to a 
new destination – the State High-
way 25A bridge build in the Coro-
mandel.

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency regional manager of infra-
structure delivery Jo Wilton said 
the urgency of the Kōpū-Hikuai 
Rd project meant a dynamic ap-
proach to reconnecting both sides 
of the Peninsula. The problem: 
how to quickly construct a 124 me-
tre, three-span bridge expected to 
be open to traffic by March, 2024.

This is where Tauranga’s Tak-
itimu North Link project came 
into the picture, with Waka Ko-
tahi agreeing to redirect the steel 
plates purchased for one of the 
Minden Rd bridges to fabricate 
the beams for the SH25A bridge 
instead.

“These plates weren’t due to be 
fabricated into beams for installa-
tion at the Minden site until a next 
year so were able to be repurposed 
for SH25A and still replaced in 
time to meet their revised pro-
gramme,” she said.

“The bridges on both projects 
are designed with steel beams of 
a very similar profile. There are 
slight dimensional differences 
however the steel thicknesses are 
equal for the most part. 

“It is a great example of col-
laboration and prioritisation to 
support those communities with 
the greatest need in a timely way. 
And frankly, the SH25A bridge 
wouldn’t be getting built this 
quickly as it is without this kind of 
thinking.”

1910
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Ngatea students Fergus Tate with his lamb Rocket, and Kian Rangihika with Bingo the kid.

Fluffy friends
Despite the grey skies, the tamariki of the Hauraki 
Plains looked cheerful as they gathered at Ngatea 
Primary School on October 25 for Calf Club group 
day. The annual event included students from 
Ngatea Primary School, Kaihere School, Turua 
School and Waitakaruru School, who gathered 
with their calves, lambs and kids. They were put 
through their paces with leading, calling, and ob-
stacle events, and judged on their rearing and han-
dling. ALICE PARMINTER joined the herd.

Alyssa Hill from Ngatea Primary School with her pet Tilly.
Kaihere School students Jaden Morley and Sophia 
John with their calves Mystery and Clover. 

George Harris and calf Raven, from Ngatea. 
Jethro and Vann Schouten with Jeff and Twig, and 
Hazel and Arlen Reneti with their Bambi and Greg. 

Students prepare their lambs for the show ring.

Ngatea students form an impressive line up with their calves.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Come and see us for a dealCome and see us for a deal

NewNew
stockstock
justjust

arrivedarrived

Ride onmowersRide onmowers

Relief milker raffle for playcentre
Farm owners or workers need-

ing an extra pair of hands 
this holiday season can look no 
further than a fundraiser being 
held by Turua Playcentre.

Mother-of-three and expe-
rienced dairy farmer Briana 
Joynt has offered to relief milk 
on December 31 and January 
1 - with the money raised from 
raffle sales going towards some 
“much-needed” play equipment 
for the Raratuna St centre.

“I offered it up because fund-
raisers can sometimes be quite a 
lot of work for not a lot of gain, 
so I was hoping I could go work 
a weekend and get a few ticket 
sales and get decent money,” 
Briana said. 

“I wanted to do something to 
help, and I thought if I raffled off 
myself, there would hopefully be 
some interest.” 

Briana relief milks across 
properties throughout the Hau-
raki-Thames Valley, and has 17 
years of farming experience. She 
had her start in Whangārei be-
fore she worked in Hikuai, Op-
outere, and Kaitaia. 

She said the relief milker fun-
draiser could be a big help over 
the Christmas period.

“Time off for anyone is impor-
tant, and for those who are busi-
ness owners, I know how hard 
it is to find someone to [relief 
milk], let alone pay for someone 

to do it,” she said.
“I was also trying to put it 

across to any workers that, if 
their boss was happy for me to 
come in and milk, they could 
maybe get the New Year’s off.

“It wasn’t just open to self-
employed people in any sense.” 

The raffle is drawn on Novem-
ber 15 but only if the ticket sale 
goal is reached. Briana said up-
take was slow so far.

“I’ve been a little disappointed 
with the response, in all hones-
ty, so at this point, it’s not being 
drawn,” she said. “We’d love to 
boost the sales.” 

Turua Playcentre committee 
member Natasha Cairns said the 
raffles could make good Christ-
mas presents for a farm owner 
or worker.

“It is a bit of a unique fund-
raiser in that, while we have a 
big farming community, there 
aren’t heaps and heaps of farms 
for the number of sales,” she 
said.

“It is a big ask for Briana to do 
this - she’s got three little ones 
- and so to have her give up her 
time over the New Year and do 
this for our small playcentre is 
really appreciated.” 
DETAILS: To purchase your $15 raf-
fle ticket to support Turua Playcen-
tre, email turua.playcentre@
gmail.com.

Briana Joynt has collaborated with Turua Playcentre for a ‘unique’ relief 
milking raffle. She’s pictured here on her wedding day.        Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Chisholm 
to speak 
The Rural Support Trust is bringing 

farmer and TV personality Matt 
Chisholm to Ngatea as part of its 
Time Out Tour. 

The event on November 9 aims to 
help rural communities continue the 
conversation about mental health. 

“Chisholm has had personal ex-
perience of mental health struggles, 
and the Time Out Tour gives him a 
chance to share with rural commu-
nities how he found a way through,” 
the trust said. 

“Matt might have removed the 
biggest stressor in his life when he 
left the newsroom, but his struggles 
continued. Eventually, he was diag-
nosed with an anxiety disorder.”

 Matt signed on as the Trust’s in-
augural Ambassador in 2022 and 
has been on a nationwide tour talk-
ing about mental wellness and resil-
ience. So far, he has visited 30 rural 
communities and connected with 
more than 4000 people during the 
nationwide tour.

Chisholm has openly shared his 
mental health struggles. Through 
the tour, he has been talking about 
his personal experiences and how 
he found a way through. The talk will 
also look at ways rural communities 
can support each other, what tools 
are out there and how people can 
help other people struggling. 
DETAILS: Time Out Tour, November 
9, Ngatea War Memorial Hall. R15 
event. Tickets are free, registrations 
essential. Doors open at 6pm. See 
events.humanitix.com for tickets. 
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M5111DH

M5 SERIES
TRACTORS

W | CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ

PH | 027 2850349 ANDREW WELCH
NGATEA 07 8677524

IN STOCK NOW!

M5-111 ROPS

110 HP
QUX46 FRONT END

LOADERIN
C
L
U
D
E
S

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines
& Equipment, Effluent &

Irrigation Systems,
Filtration & Purification,

andWater Pump Supplies &
Installations.

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Thames Pestival creates interest
Thames’ first Pestival consisted 

of a variety of “compelling” 
speakers all on their own predator 
control journeys. 

Held on October 19 at the 
Thames Civic Centre, the Boost-
ing Biodiversity Pestival provided 
attendees with the latest informa-
tion and advice to encourage new 
and existing community trapping 
groups in the Hauraki-Coroman-
del area.

NZ Landcare Trust’s Waikato 
catchments coordinator Ric Bal-
four said first up to speak was 
Aaron Pulford, crew leader for the 
Predator Free Hauraki-Coroman-
del Community Trust.

He was followed by Narisa 
Kirby from Sanctuary Mountain 
Maungatautari; Hadyn Steel of 
NZ AutoTraps; and TrapNZ’s 
Andy Saunders - who spoke on the 
ways that IT was being incorpo-
rated into traps, bird counts, data 
collection, and reporting. 

Andrew Sinclair from Predator 
Free (PF) Franklin then covered 
his group’s efforts to tackle mus-
telids and cats, while Phil Wilson 
from PF Pauanui Lakes Resort 
shared his experience with set-
ting up and running the trapping 
programme across the resort, the 
neighbouring golf course and sur-
rounding forestry block.

Waikato Regional Council bio-
diversity officer Andrew Thomas 
spoke next, followed by Maree 
Limpus and Shania Hills from 
DOC, who had a special VR Gog-
gle set up to learn about Kauri Die-
back Disease. They also brought 
local lizard legend Doug Ashby 

‘Plan ahead’ for 
El Niño summer
The Waikato & South Auckland 

Primary Industries Adverse 
Event Cluster met last week to dis-
cuss the climatic conditions and 
outlook for this season.

In September, NIWA reported 
El Niño conditions were present 
in New Zealand and predicted 
it would remain throughout the 
summer, with a 75 per cent chance 
it will persist through autumn, 
2024. 

For the Waikato and South 
Auckland regions, this meant it 
was likely temperatures would be 
near or above average, rainfall be-
low normal, with stronger winds 
and below normal soil moisture 
levels.

Waikato Rural Support Trust 
Chair Neil Bateup said it was im-
portant for farmers to plan ahead 
for what El Niño may mean for 
animals, feed supply and farm.

“Wrap your support team of 
rural professionals around you,” 
he said. “Our farmers and grow-
ers may face compounding issues 
because of the lingering impacts 
of the difficult wet weather events 
since winter, 2022, low commod-
ity prices, high on farm inflation 
and high interest rates.”

Waikato Federated Farmers’ 
Keith Holmes said farmers and 
growers should plan ahead early.

“Economic factors may mean 
that some will not be able to buy 
their way out of feed shortfalls,” 

he said. “Consider crops, silage 
or maize contracts now before the 
dry weather settles in.”

Alan Cole, of Auckland Feder-
ated Farmers, added: “Over the 
coming season, livestock farmers 
need to keep in touch with their 
processors to ensure animals meet 
requirements and processing 
availability”.

This year, the new Drought 
Forecasting Dashboard developed 
by NIWA and the Ministry for Pri-
mary Industries (MPI) provides 
a better forewarning on what the 
next 35 days will look like. 

The tool, which can be found on-
line at shiny.niwa.co.nz/drought-
forecast, gave an opportunity to 
develop a plan, including decision 
points, and allowed farmers to 
remain in control of their farm-
ing operation whichever way the 
weather goes, Neil said. 

“The Rural Support Trust has 
been actively planning with cluster 
members that include the Ministry 
for Primary Industries, Federated 
Farmers, DairyNZ, Beef+Lamb, 
Rural WomenNZ, Waikato Civil 
Defence Group, Auckland Emer-
gency Management, Ministry for 
Social Development, and others.

“There is no need to feel alone as 
there is always someone who you 
can talk to and there are ways to 
work through it.”
DETAILS: More info: www.rural-sup-
port.org.nz or Ph 0800 787 254. 

along with his collection of geckos.
“During the break, a range of 

displays kept the curious busy and 
Pare Hauraki Native Nursery and 
Trap Build provided a chance to 
buy a mustelid trap and get a free 
manuka seedling to take home,” 
Ric said. 

“Their display was comple-
mented by Jo Buchan’s Trees for 
Survival.”

Thames Coast Kiwi Care also 
supported the event with free A24 
traps, while the Thames Men-
zshed were also on hand with their 
rat trap tunnel boxes. 

“The event created quite a buzz 
and it is hoped a Predator Free 
Thames group will come out of 
the enthusiasm shown by so many 
locals,” Ric said. “Finally, a spe-
cial thank you to Transition Town 
Thames for sponsoring the venue 
hire.”

The NZ Landcare Trust sup-
ports biodiversity efforts at all lev-
els in the community, whether in 
the bush, on the farm, or around 
town. 
DETAILS: For more info contact: Ric 
Balfour on 027 555 3099 or ric.bal-
four@landcare.org.nz

Ric Balfour, left, presents a Sanctuary Mountain Maungatautari family pass 
to Hadyn Steel from NZ AutoTraps.             Photo: SUPPLIED

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school holidays 
- art and craft, 

moving, table coverings 
and more .....
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Special Gifts for Special People
Raewyn Penrose Fabulous clothes
Virginia Angus Lovely jewellery & ceramics
Stuart Angus Exquisite enamel jewellery

4th November until 30th November
Thames Art Gallery

pastel drawing: Wendy Mikkelsen

MIKKELSEN GALLERY
ART EXHIBITION

40 Belmont Rd Paeroa
t: 027 657 1360

e: smikkelsen@xtra.co.nz

NOV/DEC 2023
MON-FRI: 10-4

SAT: 11-2

Into the garden I go to lose my mind and feed my soul

Fibre, metal and landscapes to feature 
Thames Art Gallery will host 

several guest artists during 
November the month of at its 
Tararu gallery, including Val 
Enger, Raewyn Penrose and 
Virginia and Stuart Angus. 

Val Enger started painting 
when she was at college, then 
10 years ago she picked up 
the brushes again and has re-
cently completed three years at 
Browne School of Arts in Auck-
land.

She uses acrylics and quite 
often paints on the floor to 
achieve the flow of the paint 
and the mixing of colours, it is 
the colours that stimulate her. 

Her work is mainly based on 
landscapes, which are usually 
spontaneous, and she likes to 
express the rhythm of the land 
and the colours, a reminder 
that there is beauty all around 
us. Val has residences in both 
Onemana and West Auckland 
and the opposing coasts are a 
great source of inspiration for 
her paintings.

Raewyn Penrose is a profes-
sional fibre artist based in Co-
romandel Town. She is from a 
background of wool crafts and 
weaving and became totally 
“hooked” on the felt making 
process in the early 90s. She 
likes to describe felt-making 
as “painting with wool”, using 
fine New Zealand merino wool 
with other natural fibres such 
as silk.

Raewyn considers fashion 
clothing and accessory design 
as her first love, but through 
this love of her art she also cre-
ates wall art, furnishings, mood 
lighting and carry bags, to 
name just a few of her talents. 

Recently she has enjoyed in-
corporating screen printed dec-
oration in her work.

Felt-making has taken Raew-
yn to many interesting places 
around the world where she 
has taught and exhibited. Her 

workshops at the Thames Art 
Gallery are alway very popular 
and book out very quickly.

Virginia Angus trained as a 
graphic artist at Wellington 
Polytechnic, after which she 
worked as a fashion artist in 
retail stores and advertising 
agencies in Wellington, Auck-
land and London.

Stuart Angus became inter-
ested in welding and metal-
work while working for a light 
engineering company in Lon-

don. Over the years, he has 
continued working with steel 
and copper, producing some 
spectacular sculptures. 

After 46 years of working on 
a 10 hectare property, they both 
realised that Auckland was fast 
coming to them in Riverhead, 
north of Auckland. They found 
the perfect place and continue 
to work in Katikati, produc-
ing beautiful work on a much 
smaller scale now they’re older.

“We love the country and 

always find beauty of all the 
countryside very stimulating 
for us,” Virginia said.

“We are delighted to be ex-
hibiting at the newly-refur-
bished Thames Art Gallery. It 
has been carefully painted and 
restored and a joy to visit. The 
people of Thames should be 
very proud of it.”
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 
604 Tararu Rd, open weekdays: 
10am-2pm, weekends: 10am-
4pm, entry is free.

Landscape artist Val Enger, left, and fibre artist Raewyn Penrose will exhibit their work at Thames Art Gallery this month.           Photos: SUPPLIED
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2
• Two Bedroom Villa, 121sqm,

1 bathroom, guest WC,
single garage

ENQUIRE TODAY!

The Thames Valley branch of 
the Floral Art Society of New 

Zealand celebrated its 50th jubi-
lee at the Ngatea Memorial Hall in 
September.

The group consists of floral art 
clubs from Katikati, Matamata, 
Morrinsville, Thames, and Waihī, 
and area president Lisa Van 
Noordt said the celebrations were 
held in conjunction with a day 
when the five clubs meet and have 
floral design competitions. 

“The theme for the day was 
‘Golden Celebration’ and Thames 
club ladies displayed a high stand-
ard of design, reaping several 
awards,” she said.  

The area’s two life members, 
Margaret Stockley and Shirley 
Coombe, gave a speech about how 
the group started. Then, Lisa pre-
sented a new life membership to 
Pauline Luxton from Morrinsville. 

“Pauline has given much to 
the area since 1989. She was pre-

sented with her life membership 
badge and a large bouquet of flow-
ers. Then after a toast to the area, 
Pauline was asked to cut the cake 
with the other two life members,” 
Lisa said.

Around 95 past and present 
members were in attendance, and 
Lisa said the day was a success, 
with “much laughter and remi-
niscing”.

“A special thanks to the Ngatea 
playcentre ladies for helping us in 
the kitchen, so our own members 
could join in the celebration.”
DETAILS: Thames Floral Art would 
like to welcome new members to 
join the club, which was established 
40 years ago. Workshops are held 
each month, with tutors teaching 
the latest trends and ideas in floral 
design. The group meets on the third 
Monday of each month at 10.30am 
at the St James Church, Pahau St. For 
further info, please contact Pam 021 
2013787.

Floral art group’s 50th year
Life members Margaret Stockley, Pauline Luxton, and Shirley Coombe. INSET: 
Lisa Van Noordt presents Pauline Luxton her life membership badge.

Sprinkling fairy magic over show
Take a peek in Mikkelsen’s Gal-

lery, and you could be forgiven 
for thinking you’d wandered into 
another realm. 

Visitors to the Into the Garden 
art exhibition, opening on Novem-
ber 2, can expect to be greeted by a 
life-sized fairy, arms outstretched 
as she reaches for a butterfly. 

The whimsical sculpture stands 
155 cm tall, with a wingspan of 2.5 
metres. Despite being construct-
ed entirely of stainless steel, she 
looks ethereal and delicate, ready 
to flutter off at a moment’s notice. 

Paeroa steel fabrication artist 
Mark Hayes said the fairy’s crea-
tion was complex and time-con-
suming, and her very existence 
happened purely by chance. 

“A client came to me a few years 
ago wanting a dandelion made 
- she had some technical photos 
and we thought this shouldn’t be 
too much of a problem,” Mark 
said. 

“She said, ‘I really like this lit-
tle fairy that’s holding the dan-
delion.’ It probably should have 
been a fairy only two feet tall, but 
somehow in the development of 
this project it became a life-sized 
fairy.” 

The dandelion fairy was spot-
ted by gallery owner Wendy Mik-
kelsen, and the pair immediately 
decided Mark should create more.

The butterfly girl now gracing 
the gallery was Mark’s second; the 
framework for a third is in con-
struction. 

“They are quite a complicated 
piece of kit; there’s a lot of internal 
structure in these fairies,” Mark 
said. 

“Probably the biggest lesson I’ve 
learnt is that everything has to be 
perfect before you even start weav-
ing the wire onto them, or else that 
mistake just becomes ten times 
more noticeable.

“No matter how hard you beat 
them with a hammer, there’s no 
way you can get some of the mis-
takes out.”

Each fairy takes close to 200 
hours of work to complete - and 
Mark said that was a conservative 
estimate. 

“When it comes to the wire 
that’s being used, we measure it by 
the kilometre. I’ll have a couple of 
hours spare and I’ll sit down and 
put 50 metres of wire into a fairy. 
And I’ll step back and not even be 
able to see where I’ve gone,” he 
said. 

“When we first thought of build-
ing them, I thought I’d just put 
them on a little stand and spin 
them, and we’re just going to wind 
the wire around and we’ll be done. 

Well, that lasted about 30 seconds, 
and then I had wire all over the 
workshop in big coils and knots. 

“All the wire has to be woven in.”
Mark said it was great to col-

laborate with Wendy again on 
the fairy, just one of the garden-
themed pieces to be displayed 
in the gallery over the next two 
months. 

“[The fire in 2022] really 
knocked Wendy, because she lost 
[husband] Steve a little bit before 
this and then the fire came … eve-
rything sort of stopped for her,” 
Mark said. 

“She has done an amazing job 
with getting everything up and go-
ing again. 

“Wendy is usually my partner in 
crime, coming up with these crazy 
sculptures. We’ve done all sorts 
through the years, nothing sur-
prises me any more.” 

The life-sized, naked butterfly fairy sculpture, composed of stainless steel 
and wire, is one of Mark Hayes’ most complicated creations. Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     November 1, 2023, THE VALLEY PROFILE 13

2022 Toyota Highlander, ZR top spec model $79,990
2022 Toyota Hilux, SR5, 2wd auto, canopy $52,990
2021 Toyota Corolla, GX Hatch, auto, $26,990
2021 Toyota Camry, GX, sedan, NZ New $28,490
2020 Toyota Corolla GX, Hybrid, hatch $26,990
2020 Toyota Yaris ZR, very low kms $25,990
2019 Toyota Rav4, GX, 2wd, NZ New $32,990
2019 Toyota CH-R, Limited, NZ New $27,990
2018 Toyota Corolla, GX, auto, NZ New $17,990
2017 Toyota Highlander, GXL, AWD, towbar $34,990
2016 Toyota Hilux, LTD, 4wd, auto, low kms $49,990
2015 Toyota Prius C, hatch, Hybrid, NZ New $14,990

2021 Toyota Camry GX 2.5P 8AT LOW KM’s $28,990
2021 Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P $25,990
2021 Kia Picanto GT-Line 1.2P 4AT LOW KM’s $19,990
2019 Toyota Land Cruiser Prado VX LTD $66,990
2019 Toyota RAV4 GX 2.0P 2WD, NZ New $34,990
2018 Toyota Hilux SR5, 2.8TD, 4WD, 6AT $48,990
2018 Toyota Hilux SR 2.8TD 4WD $39,990
2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL 2.0P 2WD $29,990
2018 Kia Sportage LX+ 2.0D, AWD, NZ New $27,990
2018 Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P NZ New $22,990
2017 Toyota C-HR 1.8L Hybrid $37,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

QUALITY REDEFINED

Factory
Warranty

High Voltage Drive
Battery Warranty

(OR UP TO 160,000 KMS)

8 YEAR

Features
• Parallel Hybrid System
• 6-speed Dual Clutch Transmission
• Front Wheel Drive
• 16” Alloy Wheels
• Forward Collision Avoidance Assist – Car, Pedestrian,
Cyclist, Junction Assist

• Smart Cruise Control with Stop & Go
• Tyre Pressure Monitoring System
• Electronic Parking Brake with Auto Hold

• Rear Seat Occupant Alert
• Halogen Bi-Function Projection Headlights
• LED Daytime Running Lights
• 8” Colour LCD Touchscreen Infotainment
• Supervision Digital Cluster with 4.2” TFT LCD Display
• 8x Airbags incl. Front Centre-side
• Blind Spot & Rear Cross Traffic Collision Avoidance Assist
• Wireless Apple CarPlayTM & Android AutoTM

Kia Niro
HEV ‘Light’ 1.6L Petrol

$ 44,990
MRP

+ORC*

Sample image only.

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price.The Kia 7 Year Warranty Programme runs for 7 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). The Kia 8 Year High Voltage Battery Warranty Programme runs for 8 years or up to 160,000 kms (whichever
occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

2019 Toyota Rav4 Hybrid 2018 Toyota Corolla ZRTHAMES PAEROA

$29,990$44,990

1.8P Hybrid
Top spec
NZ New

GXL
One owner
NZ New
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NZ has great cows that
produce great butter.
Thanks to our farmers,
who need you now!

Trust us at Valley Education,
we’ve been whipping up training

for over 15 years.

We are fully NZQA polyunsaturated and accredited.

Stop churning over your future and call now.

Help make New Zealand graze again!

Short FREE courses available.
Level 2 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

AGRICULTURE

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea, Waihi, Whangamata & Te Aroha

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $80 per cube
Gum $130 per cube

Minimum oorrdder 3 cubbees
PPhh:: 00880000 77775544 66882277

splintasfirewood

SPORTS
‘Punisher’ to face 
China’s Nuerlang
Hauraki’s very own, Francis 

Waitai, Super Middleweight 
Champion of New Zealand and 
WBC Australasia Silver Belt hold-
er, is back in action next month 
and is set to take the next big step 
in his career. 

The much-anticipated return of 
the Kiwi boxing sensation has fans 
on the edge of their seats. Waitai 
is scheduled to face off against the 
formidable Wuzhati Nuerlang, 
nicknamed ‘Ozat’. 

Nuerlang is China’s reigning Su-
per Middleweight champion and 
the holder of the coveted WBO 
China Light Heavyweight Title. 

This 10-round fight is scheduled 
to take place on Saturday, Novem-
ber 25, in Chongqing, China, with 
the fighters competing for the 
WBO Oceania Title. This thrill-
ing match is expected to captivate 
boxing enthusiasts worldwide.

With his eyes on the global 
stage, Francis Waitai, known as 
‘The Punisher’, is eager to advance 
his standing in the world rank-

Held during the half-time final of the Bunnings NPC, Swampy won the 100-metre mascot race ahead of 
other iconic mascots.                                        Photo: SUPPLIED

HEARTLAND RUGBY

ings. His coach, Shaun George 
of Team George Promotions, is 
elated about this opportunity for 
Waitai. 

“This is a defining moment for 
Francis to exhibit his exceptional 
skills to a much wider audience 
and prove his calibre,” he said.

As a proud holder of the WBC 
Australasia Silver Belt, Francis 
Waitai has already showcased his 
remarkable talents in the ring. 

His upcoming bout against 
Nuerlang promises to be an epic 
showdown between two highly 
skilled pugilists. 

Waitai’s fans in New Zealand 
and around the world eagerly 
await this clash of champions, 
which is set to raise the bar for su-
per middleweight boxing.

Stay tuned as these two cham-
pions prepare to leave it all in the 
ring, demonstrating the true spirit 
of sportsmanship and the pursuit 
of excellence in the world of pro-
fessional boxing. 

Further details in regard to live 
streaming of this epic encounter 
will be announced soon, search 
for Francis Waitai on Facebook. 

BOXING
By ANDREW CONNAUGHTON

Francis Waitai, left, will face China’s Wuzhati Nuerlang.              Photos: SUPPLIED

Swampfox mascot fastest on field

It turns out foxes are indeed 
the fastest on the field with 

Thames Valley Rugby’s mascot 
- Swampy -  dominating during 
the infamous Mascot Race.

Held during the half-time 
final of the Bunnings NPC (Na-
tional Provincial Champion-
ship) on October 21, Swampy 

led the 100-metre charge and 
made it to the goal line ahead 
of other iconic mascots like 
Northland’s Taniwha, Auck-
land’s Seagull, and Welling-
ton’s Leo the Lion.

Not only did Swampy cross 
the finish line first, the Thames 
Valley mascot - whose real 
identity The Profile has agreed 
to keep secret - did some cel-
ebratory push ups while other 

racers tussled on-field. 
Thames Valley Rugby Un-

ion’s community rugby man-
ager Scott Day said it was a 
massive achievement to win 
the mascot race, with Swampy 
receiving a lot of attention 
throughout Aotearoa following 
his sprint.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Women over 40 If you are
serious about losing some
weight and improving your
health for the summer I can

help.
Lose 6-10kg

Fit back into your summer
clothes

Feel great with energy to
spare! Online Coaching via
My website FB Zoom or

Phone

Qualified Nutritionist:Personal Trainer:Health Coach:Life Coach
with over 20 years of experience

www.outlookforlife.com
ginny@outlookforlife.com

01202838272

721 Pollen St, Thames (Rose Cottage)
Mon - Fri 9am to 5pm

Twice Monthly clinics in Ngatea,
Te Aroha, Whangamata & Whitianga

littlefootpodiatry.co.nz
020 41941399 - littlefootpodiatry@gmail.com

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Efficient convenient prescrip�on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor�ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing
October is Breast Screening Awareness Month 
and Health Ngatea is pleased to confirm that 
the Midlands Breastscreen Aotearoa Mobile 
Unit, will be in Ngatea from November 10 un-
til December 1. They will be located in the rear 
car park behind our practice. We are currently 
contacting all women who are eligible for this 
free service to enroll you in the National Breast 
Screening Programme. We will either ring you 
or send a text message over the next few weeks 
if you haven’t heard from us already. Alterna-
tively, you can phone them directly on 0800 270 
200. Breast cancer is the most common cancer 
diagnosed in New Zealand. Each year, more 
than 3000 women and 25 men are diagnosed 
with this disease. Kiwi women have an average 
lifetime risk of 11% or (1 in 9) chance of devel-

oping breast cancer.
 The risk increases 

with age and ap-
proximately 75% of 
all breast cancers are 
diagnosed in women 50 years and over. Only 
5-10% of breast cancers are inherited. 

Free mammograms for eligible women aged 
45-69; Have had no symptoms of breast can-
cer; Have not had a mammogram in the last 12 
months; Are not pregnant or breastfeeding; Are 
eligible for Public Health Service in New Zealand; 
Free of breast cancer for five years. Early detec-
tion is your best protection. It increases your 
chances of surviving breast cancer and living a 
healthy life. More info: www.timetoscreen.nz. 

- Supplied by Health Ngatea

Looking after your feet

Breast screening available in Ngatea

Little Foot Podiatry, based in Thames, plus clinics Ngatea, Te Aroha, Whangamatā and Whitianga.

Little Foot Podiatry’s main office is locat-
ed at 721 Pollen St in Thames, and we 

offer a wide range of services to help you 
with foot issues.

If you have ingrown toenails, fungal nails, 
thickened nails, corns, callous (hard skin) 
or simply need regular maintenance to 
help keep the length of your toenails down 
and to keep your feet healthy, we can help.

If you are a diabetic who has complica-
tions or a history of complications with your 
feet, you may be eligible to be referred to 
us for some funded appointments - just ask 
your GP or practice nurse to send a referral 
to us via their secure referral system; “best-
practice”. 

Alternatively, if you are affiliated with 
Veteran’s Affairs, please contact your liai-
son and they will likely be able to refer you 
to our services for some funded appoint-
ments. 

Biomechanical appointments are best 
suited for when you are experiencing pain 
in your feet or lower limb, such as sore 
heels, sore arches, or difficulty walking.

At our Thames clinic, we have a selection 
of supportive footwear and can prescribe 
orthotics (customized supportive inserts) 
for your footwear if required.

Minor surgeries offered at Little Foot Po-
diatry are ingrown toenail surgery and ver-
ruca removal surgery. There are conserva-
tive options also available for these condi-
tions, which we will discuss with you during 
your appointment. 

We also have satellite clinics that we 
visit twice monthly in Ngatea, Te Aroha, 
Whangamatā and Whitianga.
For more information, please contact us: 
Phone: 020 4194 1399, Email: littlefootpo-
diatry@gmail.com.

- Supplied by Little Foot Podiatry
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

plumber
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

electrical inspector

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

plumber

CALL THE EXPERTS

Innis Electrical offers a range of elec-
trical services at domestic, industrial 

and commercial premises in Hauraki-
Coromandel.

Owner Dean Innis said he had always 
had the Paeroa-based business but relit 
its spark three years ago after selling his 
share in a business in Auckland.

“Auckland wasn’t for me so I came 
back here three years ago and that’s 
why I went to The Valley Profile to do 
some advertising,” he said.

Dean said his loyalty and connection 
to the area benefited his business.

“I’m really the only inspector around 
Paeroa or around the area so I do a lot 
of caravan electrical warrant of fitness 
and pre-purchase inspections for when 
people buy houses.”

“With the recent cyclones, we have 
been installing a lot of generator inlets 
for domestic and commercial proper-
ties. Just another service that we can 
offer.

“Feel free to give me a call and dis-
cuss any needs.”
Contact Innis Electrical, Ph: 027 539 
5572, email: theinnis@xtra.co.nz.

Strong connection at Innis Electrical
Dean Innis has been a local electrician since 1988.  
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Storage

Trades & Services

Church Notices

Handyman 

Handyman

For Lease

Death Notice

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

HealthAcknowledgement

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, weld-
ing, waterblasting. 
Work is good quality 
and I will not attempt 
to work outside of 
my skills. Insured. 
Dennis Schuler 022 
129 0169

Public Notices

Public Notices

Public Notice

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. 
Call Trev 027 4076966

Last month’s winner of  the 
lotto ticket was Heather 

Youle, who found Pete in 
the October 25th 

edition in the 
Lynne’s advert. 
Go to page 2 for 

details on how to enter.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday 
November 5, 2pm 
Grahamstown Hall. 
Speakers: Margaret & 
Eric

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Advertise with 
the paper that is 

being read
 Valley Profile

Ph 022 130 3885

Handyman Services
• Waihi and 

surrounding   areas
• Building maintenance 

and repairs
• Mobile - Grant 

027 333 8331
• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

scrap vehicles

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Plains Healing 
Centre

Since 1989 now in 
Paeroa as 

Romoco 
Wellness. 

Makers of the famous 
Golden Skin Cream
Burns, Bites, Grazes

2 or 4 legs...
07 862 9167

NGATEA RUGBY & SPORTS CLUB (INC)
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Thursday 16th November 2023
At: 7.00pm

NRSC Clubrooms, Hugh Hayward Domain, Ngatea
NRSC invites new members to join our fun 

and forward thinking committee
ALL WELCOME

RUGBY COACHES / MANAGERS 
FOR 2024 SEASON

Please send all expressions of interest to ngatea-
rugbysportsclub@gmail.com or in writing to PO 

Box 84, Ngatea by 
Friday 10th November 2023

Further enquiries to 
Doug Connors 021 109 4036

Thames Valley Touch 
AGM

Sunday 12th Nov 2023
3PM

@ Nick Hoogeveen & 
Associates Boardroom

Hauraki District Council 
Meetings - November 2023

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be held 
during the month of November 2023 in the 
Council Chamber, Hauraki House, William 
Street, Paeroa unless otherwise stated.
District Licensing Committee
Thursday, 2 November 2023 - CANCELLED 
Western Plains District Drainage Committee
Thursday, 2 November 2023, 10.30am 
Ngatea Service Centre
Eastern Plains District Drainage Committee
Thursday, 2 November 2023, 1.00pm 
Ngatea Service Centre
Regulatory Hearings Committee
Monday 6 November 2023, 9.00am (if 
required)
District Licensing Committee
Reconvened Hearing: Application: Basraz Ltd  
Tuesday, 7 November 2023, 10.00am
Planning Committee
Monday, 13 November 2023, 9.00am (if 
required)
Adaptive Planning and Emergency 
Management Committee
Monday, 13 November 2023, 1.00pm
Regulatory Hearings Committee  
Monday, 20 November 2023, 9.00am (if 
required)
Council
Wednesday, 29 November 2023, 9.00am
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Extraordinary Meeting of 
Hauraki District Council 

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is 
hereby given that the following meeting 
will be held in the Council Chamber, 
Hauraki House, 1 William Street, Paeroa.
Extraordinary Meeting of Council
For the purpose of adopting the 2022-23 
Annual Report on Tuesday, 31 October 
2023, 9.00am
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Kerepēhi and Pātetonga 
community drop-in sessions

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Come speak to us in person  
to discuss the  

future of the Kerēpehi and 
Pātetonga Halls

Kerepēhi - Wednesday 8 November, 
starts 6:30 pm at the Kerepehi Hall.

Pātetonga - Thursday 9 November, 
starts 6:30 pm at the Patetonga Hall.

Council Land Drain  
Maintenance Programme

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the 
Hauraki District Council Drainage Bylaw Clause 
10.1, that Council’s annual drain maintenance 
programme will operate from November 2023 
to June 2024.
During this time council staff and contractors 
will be entering onto private property to spray 
aquatic weeds by vehicle or helicopter using 
an approved weed control chemical or to clear 
drains using an excavator. Work will take place 
in these areas:

Drainage District Town
Western Plains  
Eastern Plains 
Kōmata North 
Opukeko 
Tirohia 
Rotokohu  
Taramaire

Ngātea
Kerepēhi
Tūrua
Paeroa
Waihī 
Whiritoa
Kaiaua

Individual property owners will be advised only 
when the excavator is in their area, before 
work starts.
LD Cavers
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

AGM
THE MANGATARATA 

COMMUNITY 
RECREATIONAL 

RESERVE 
INCORPORATED

Mon 13th Nov 2023
7.30pm

at MANGATARATA 
COMMUNITY CENTRE/

BOWLING CLUB
Odette Harris - Secretary 

Ph:027 495 4946

SHAW, James Roger 
(Jim):
Lynnette, Jan, Gael, 
John, their partners 
and families would like 
to take this opportunity 
to extend their deepest 
thanks for the kindness 
and support shown 
after the recent sad 
loss of Jim.
Thank you to those 
who sent cards, 
messages, flowers and 
food we are truly very 
grateful.
As per Jim’s final 
wishes, which we 
respected, we had a 
lovely private service 
and celebration of his 
life and achievements 
with his family and 
close friends whom 
many had spent special 
times with him during 
his illness.
Special thanks to Waihi 
Lifecare’s amazing 
staff, Twentymans 
Funeral Services and 
Mayor View Volunteer 
Fire Brigade. Your care 
and thoughtfulness was 
so kind and respectful.

FORSYTH, 
Karly Marie:
We are deeply 
saddened to announce 
the passing of our 
darling Karly on 28th 
October, 2023; aged 
17 years.  Suddenly a 
heart of gold stopped 
beating, our brave 
wahine toa has left a 
huge void in our lives.  
Beloved daughter of 
Brad and Ange (nee 
Hancock), strong and 
cheeky little sister of 
Lara.  We will miss you 
terribly Karly.
A special thank you 
to the staff at Starship 
Children’s Hospital 
and Ronald McDonald 
House.  In lieu of 
flowers please consider 
a donation to Starship 
Children’s Hospital at 
starship.org.nz and 
Ronald McDonald 
House at rmhc.org.nz/
donate.
A celebration for Karly 
will be held at the 
Ngatea War Memorial 
Hall, Orchard West 
Road, Ngatea, on 
Friday 3rd November, 
at 11am, followed by 
private cremation.
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Wass Chiropractic welcomes new
chiropractor Dr Aimee Sims, and
welcomes back Dr Peter Wass

It’s been a big year for Wass Chiropractic, and they’re currently welcoming
back Dr Peter Wass for a 3 month locum, and welcoming on a new wonderful
chiropractor Dr Aimee Sims.
Dr Peter has established and run the practice for 25 years before handing
the reins over to chiropractors Drs Timothy and Charlotte Jack in late 2021.
Now back for a 3 month stint locuming in his old practice, it’s great to see the
much loved Dr Wass looking after the community again.
We also have the amazing Dr Aimee Sims joining us to help us look after the
community as effectively as possible. Having worked in Auckland for the last
3 years, Dr Aimee has seen the light, and has moved to our wonderful com-
munity. She has a particular love of looking after children and the elderly in
practice.
Having Dr Aimee come on board allows the practice to be open more often,
as well as opening a new a satellite practice on Wednesdays in Coromandel
town for the first time, helping to serve the many people who come to the
Thames practice from Coromandel, Colville, Whitianga, and the northern
Coromandel Peninsula.
There is a rebrand for the practice in the pipeline, and it will soon be known
as Evergreen Chiropractic, with an exciting new facelift coming in the next
few months.

Advert

AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PRE 2000’S MOTORBIKE RESTORATIONS,
SPECIALIZED PAINT WORK & REPAIRS

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE 867 7195 l 027 372 4797
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Public Notice

Job Opportunities 
Due to internal progression we have a vacancy in 
or Projects & Operations Administration team and 
a Human Resource Coordinator vacancy.

These roles require a high standard of 
administration expertise and commitment to our 
values.

For further information and position 
descriptions for these roles please see our 
website at haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Qualified Mechanic Wanted 
Immediate start. 

Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz 
or phone 

027 227 1121

Foundry Gas 
cutting/Arc air 

Operator
A&G Price have a vacancy in their foundry after 

cast department and require a hardworking, 
reliable worker who is physically fit and not 

afraid of hard work. The roll involves gas 
cutting and arc air cutting metal castings. 

Previous experience operating gas cutting and 
or arc air equipment would be a benefit.

  If this sounds like you, please email your cv to 
our Production Manager at:

jacob.tyrrell-baxter@agprice.co.nz
or call in to our reception and fill out an 

application of employment form

Proposed Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974, 
notice is hereby given that for the purpose of a 
Motorsport Rally Tarmac Sprint event organised 
by Thames Valley Car Club it is intended to close 
the following road to ordinary vehicular traffic 
for the period indicated hereunder. During the 
proposed period of closure provision will be 
made for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would 
otherwise use the road, to use alternative routes.
Period of closure: Sunday 17 December 2023, 
8.00am to 5.00pm.
Road to be closed: Rotokohu Road, Paeroa.  (RP 
6.270 - 7.720).
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and barriers 
to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above regulations 
for any person otherwise than under authority of 
an authorised permit to use the road for ordinary 
vehicular traffic during the proposed period of 
closure.
Any objections should be directed to Transport 
Manager on 07 862 8609 or info@hauraki-dc.
govt.nz by 17 November 2023.
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Storage

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Back the local paper 
that’s read cover to cover!

We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 
display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

The loveable, slightly mischievous, 
Baxter is The Profile’s next Pet of the 

Week, and he is desperately looking for 
his new forever home.

“Baxter was found roaming in Waihī 
and our team was very surprised when 
no owner came forward to collect him 
– that was back at the beginning of Au-
gust,” Hauraki District Council’s animal 
control officer said.

She described Baxter as an energetic 
lad, around one-year-old.  

“He is quick to learn and would bene-

fit from some basic training. He does get 
into mischief if left to his own devices 
for too long but is great if he has another 
dog to play with,” she said.

Baxter needs room to run and play 
and preferably an experienced owner.  

“He is handsome, loyal, and has a 
great personality and cool ‘Dalmatian’ 
spots.”
DETAILS: Pre-adoption application forms 
are on the Hauraki District Council web-
site, www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz, or, to en-
quire about adopting Baxter, phone the 
council on 0800 734 834 (in the district) or 
07 862 8609.

Baxter is described as an energetic lad, around one-year-old.        Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest Journalism 
funded by NZ On Air

PET PROFILE
Found dog seeks loving home
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Grin and bear it, 8 Saturn, 14 Torso, 15 Cardigan, 16 Therapy, 17 Recur, 18 Bus, 19 Deceive,
21 Realistic, 22 Prince, 25 Assessment, 27 Sorcerer, 28 Merger, 31 Bikini, 33 Orchard, 34 Heifer, 35
Rash, 37 Use, 39 Also, 40 Updated, 41 Expertise, 42 Yielded, 43 Forebear, 48 Criteria, 52 Amphora, 56
Sovereign, 57 Foibles, 58 Lash, 59 Run, 60 Yolk, 61 Choice, 62 Inertia, 63 Levity, 65 Asylum, 66 Long shot,
68 Politeness, 71 Static, 72 Enclosure, 74 Odyssey, 76 Opt, 79 Aorta, 80 Hygiene, 81 Adriatic, 83 Essay, 84
Urgent, 85 Spitting image.

DOWN: 2 Readers, 3 Nudge, 4 Nag, 5 Bung, 6 Authenticate, 7 Ideal, 8 Skyline, 9 Tarn, 10 Record, 11 Bribe,
12 Dossier, 13 Mass produce, 14 Trinket, 20 Vestibule, 23 Recorder, 24 Defiled, 26 Episode, 27 Shandy,
29 Glazier, 30 Helper, 32 Igloo, 34 Heads, 36 Hyena, 38 Fret, 43 Fussy, 44 Rivalry, 45 Barn, 46 Alight,
47 Spare, 48 Culpable, 49 Insulated, 50 Enliven, 51 Inset, 52 Andiron, 53 Ornithology, 54 Affect, 55 Fifty
percent, 64 Runaway, 65 Allowed, 67 Gunshot, 69 Seeking, 70 Mirror, 71 Stash, 73 Steep, 75 Spasm, 77
Wave, 78 Sari, 82 Rug.

144
ACROSS
1 Person or thing that
enjoys a short period of
great popularity (7,2,3,5)
10 Ceremonial trumpet
flourishes (8)
15 Day nursery (6)
16 Putting forward (10)
17 Collections of records
(8)
19 Use up (7)
21 Deep ravine (5)
22 Became like stone (9)
25 Be indecisive, waver
(9)
27 School (7)
29 Yarn (6)
33 Scottish landowner
(5)
34 Lozenge (8)
36 Incredulity (10)
39 Residue of
combustion (3)
41 Speak quietly (7)
42 Airless space (6)
43 Sour-tasting (6)
44 Profit (4)
45 Migratory bird (7)
48 Comprehensive or
far-reaching scheme for
action (6,4)
53 Long formal letter (7)
57 Behind time (4)
58 South African
flowering shrub (6)
59 Pair (6)
60 Enlist (7)
62 Friend (3)
64 Freed from blame or
obligation (3,3,4)
65 Disconnect (8)

66 Frighten from doing
(5)
69 Safe (6)
70 Arrow (7)
71 Stubborn (9)
76 Very roomy (9)
77 Sudden fancies (5)
78 Tumescent (7)
83 Cause to begin (8)
84 Strange (10)
85 Court game (6)
86 Aggressively
enterprising person (2-6)
87 Return to the
beginning of something
and start again
(2,4,2,6,3)
DOWN
2 Bigger (6)
3 Outspoken (5)
4 Application (3)
5 Hops-drying kiln (4)
6 Harbour vessel (7)
7 Come out into view (6)
8 Pledge (4)
9 Inclination (8)
11 Unanchored (6)
12 Temperature scale
(10)
13 Enthuse wildly (4)
14 Dangle (7)
18 Safekeeping (10)
20 Dilute (4)
23 Sparkle (5)
24 The saint (anag)(8)
26 Spraycan (7)
28 Wishful thinker (7)
30 Kidney-shaped nut
(6)
31 Display ostentatiously
(6)

32 Elf or fairy (6)
35 Jewelled headdress
(5)
37 Walk affectedly (5)
38 Decision-blocking
vote (4)
40 Drag along (4)
45 Volley of shots (5)
46 Deception, ruse (8)
47 Deserving (6)
48 Very large bustling
city (10)
49 Strike with open hand
(4)
50 Debar (7)
51 Cushioned footstool
or low seat (6)
52 Book of maps (5)
54 Quarry (4)
55 Snake (7)
56 Hang about aimlessly
(6)
61 Dispenser of
medicine (10)
63 God or goddess (5)
67 Suggestive remark
(8)
68 Was aware (4)
69 Looking for (7)
72 Italian child (7)
73 Fortified building (6)
74 Reduce in size (6)
75 Quit (6)
79 Sudden forward
motion (5)
80 Telephone (4)
81 Information (4)
82 Middle East country
(4)
85 Beverage (3)

 SUDOKU               124

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                144

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2750 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa,
Ngatea $3045 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz 
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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NEW LISTING – 64 Mahi Road, Te Kauwhata

RE/MAX APEX

This 3 bed, 1 bath, fully fenced home is just a stones throw
away from Te Kauwhata Town Centre.
With a galley style kitchen and combined living and dining,
the freshly painted interior and exterior complete this family
friendly property.

Open Home Sunday 5th Nov at 1pm.

Why RE/MAX?
• Global presence and contacts
• Brand Recognition
• Extensive experience
• Local market Expertise
Plus take advantage of our Spring offer
for a Premium
Marketing package completely FREE
when you list with us.
Call 0800 REMAX2

Brendon 022 530 0902

Deadline Sale- 24th November

https://www.remaxapex.co.nz/https://www.remaxapex.co.nz/
ADDRESSADDRESS - 5B Main Road Te Kauwhata- 5B Main Road Te Kauwhata
OFFICE -OFFICE - 0800 736 2920800 736 292

SPORTS

First-time Swampfox earns black jersey 
Following his successful first 

season with the Thames 
Valley Swampfoxes, Fletcher 
Morgan will now be donning 
a black jersey for the New 
Zealand Heartland XV 2023 
squad.

The 23-man team comprises 
the best players from across 
the country, rewarded for their 
standout performances in this 
year’s Bunnings Warehouse 
Heartland Championship 
competition.

Fletcher said he was thrilled 
to be named in the squad, 
which has its first two-match 
campaign against his old 
stomping ground Canterbury 
on November 1.

“I’ve been in Christchurch 
for the last five years. I studied 
at Lincoln University and was 
trying my best to get amongst 
the Canterbury scene down 
there. But this year, I felt I was 
due for a change of scenery 
and came up here and played 
club in Hamilton. Then, I got a 
call from one of the Swampfox 
coaches, Joe Murray, to come 
across and play for Waihī.

“I go back to that phone call a 
lot,” Fletcher said, “because he 
was adamant on getting me to 
play for a Heartland team so I 
could be eligible for this Heart-

Swampfox Fletcher Morgan, pictured scoring a try for Thames Valley, has been named in the New Zealand 
Heartland XV 2023 squad.            File photo: SUPPLIED
land squad, and it’s come full 
circle now, so I made sure to 
give him a big hug when I heard 
the news.” 

Fletcher, who plays on the 
wing and at fullback, was one 
of the top points scorers of the 
12 Heartland teams, with 116 

points from only eight games. 
He said the Valley’s first game 

and win of the season against 
Whanganui - which was also 
his debut for the Swampfoxes - 
was a highlight. 

He scored two tries and made 
six out of seven goal kick at-

tempts. 
“It was my first year in the 

Heartland competition and I 
set out to have as much fun 
as I could, and I like to think 
you play your best rugby when 
you’re having fun,” he said.

“The prospect of a black jer-

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

sey at the end of the season was 
always pretty inviting for me, 
and I managed to have a great 
season with the boys. I think 
there’s several boys in that 
[Valley] team who are unlucky 
not to be in the same position.”

Fletcher, 23, said his success-
ful performance this season 
was a product of the Swampfox 
squad as a whole, and he wants 
to put in a good performance 
with the Heartland XV team to 
“turn some heads” and make 
his Valley team proud.

Playing rugby professionally 
is his end-goal.

New Zealand Heartland XV 
head coach Nigel Walsh said 
there was a “thorough process” 
during player selections and he 
was impressed with each indi-
vidual throughout the season.

“Every player stood out dur-
ing the Heartland competition 
and I’ve got a good mix of ex-
perience across the board,” he 
said.

The Heartland XV will play 
in a two-match campaign 
against Canterbury Develop-
ment on November 1 and the 
New Zealand Barbarians on 
November 4. Both matches 
will be streamed live on New 
Zealand Rugby: www.nzrugby.
co.nz.


