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‘A moment’s madness’ led to life-changing crash, P3

The longest-standing tenant 
in Thames’ shopping centre 

whose store was broken into last 
week has been given “free hugs”, a 
box of chocolates, and cash dona-
tions from customers saddened to 
hear about the mall’s second ram 
raid in as many months.

James Jesse O’Grady has been 
a loyal tenant of Goldfields Mall 

for 28 years - and while the ear-
ly-hour ram raid on September 5 
had him questioning his efforts, 
he told The Profile the outpouring 
of support from the community 
proved why Thames was the best 
town to do business in.

“The day it happened was the 
worst day we’ve had for a very 
long time. But the day after it hap-

pened filled up the big hole in my 
heart.” 

O’Grady’s store, Boots ’N’ All, 
was the only business in the mall 
targeted after offenders used 
hammers to smash through the 
front entrance of Goldfields, do-
ing what their stolen car couldn’t 
thanks to recently installed bol-
lards.

Between $15,000 and $25,000 
worth of jewellery and watches 
were taken. A few days after the 
incident, O’Grady said the com-
munity had been “amazing”. 

“I had an older guy come in 
with an envelope. I opened it and 
there was $50 in it. He told me he 
and his wife were pensioners, but 
they’d been coming to the shop 

for 20 years and liked what we 
did for the community,” O’Grady 
said.

“I told him: ‘No, I can’t take 
that, but I’ll shake your hand’, and 
he started to cry. He took off out of 
the shop and left me the money.” 

The interaction was one 
of at least 30 that took place

CONTINUED ON P2

The doors of the 
Boots ‘N’ All shop in 
Goldfields Mall are 
boarded up after the 
store was broken into 
last week. 

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Chocolates, cash, condolencesChocolates, cash, condolences

There’s been 
an outpouring 
of support for 
Goldfields’ longest-
standing store after 
thieves took up 
to $25,000 worth 
of jewellery in the 
mall’s second ram 
raid in as many  
months. KELLEY 
TANTAU reports
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Round three of 
regional event 
fund allocated
The Hauraki Coromandel 

Regional Event Fund (REF) 
investment panel has approved 
a total of $125,000 for six suc-
cessful events this round for 
2023-2024.

Festivals and events had 
the power to attract new visi-
tors, with the boost to the lo-
cal economy being one of the 
most visible contributions to 
communities, the REF said in  
a statement. 

The social benefits were 
many and fostering broad com-
munity and iwi participation 
was one of the requirements 
for successful applicants.

The REF was established by 
a total allocation of $400,000 
under the government’s Tour-
ism Recovery Package in 2020, 
and this is the third of four an-
nual rounds of funding avail-
able to event organisers.

“Our aim is to build a suite 
of annual regional events that 
will attract out of town visitors 
with all the flow-on economic 
benefits, but also to boost our 
community spirit,” Destination 
Hauraki Coromandel market-
ing manager Megan Nunn said. 

“We know events are good for 
that, and it’s been a tough year 
for many in our small towns.

“Some of the events funded 

“Our aim is to build 
a suite of annual re-

gional events that will 
attract out of town visi-
tors with all the flow-
on economic benefits, 
but also to boost our 

community spirit.”
- Megan Nunn

in earlier rounds were disrupt-
ed by the pandemic travel re-
strictions, but we are delighted 
to see some new events with 
excellent potential come to the 
fore this year.”

The investment panel ap-
proved funding allocations to 
the organisers of six events: 
Chaos On The Coroman-
del, Thames, $15,000; Black 
Rock Mountainbike Event,  
Whangamatā, $10,000; Coro-
mandel artbeat Festival (two 
years), Hauraki and Thames-
Coromandel, $40,000; 
Whangamatā Half Marathon, 
$10,000; Wings and Wheels, 
Thames, $20,000; Hauraki 
Rail Trail E-Bike Festival, Hau-
raki and Thames-Coromandel 
- $30,000. 

Chocolates, cash, condolences 
for burgled store owner

Thieves used hammers to smash through the front entrance of Goldfields.

in the days after the burglary, and 
O’Grady said they made him feel 
“a lot better” about the situation.

“I had contemplated throwing 
everything in, wondering why I 
had spent two years building up 
a really good watch and jewellery 
range for it all to be taken away?

“But I enjoy Goldfields and I en-
joy my customers,” he said. “I’ve 
watched everybody grow up in 
this town and I really like Thames 
and I’m loyal to the people. I could 
close up and go back to Auckland, 
but I don’t want to do that, and it’s 
not always about the money you 
make, it’s about enjoying your job 
and enjoying the people who come 
to your shop.”

O’Grady thanked the commu-
nity, the Police, and mall manager 
John Freer, who O’Grady said had 
been “very upset” over the second 

of the shopping centre’s ram raids. 
“He’s been over to see us a few 

times and has been trying really 
hard… he’s an amazing guy and 
we’re very lucky to have him.” 

Police said it was investigating 
the ram raid which was reported 
around 3am on September 5, af-
ter a car was found abandoned in 
the Mary Street shopping centre 
entrance.

Police confirmed that the car 
had earlier been stolen.

Enquiries were under way to 
identify and locate the offenders.
DETAILS: Anyone with information 
which could assist our enquiries is 
asked to contact Police via 105, quot-
ing file number 230905/2875. Infor-
mation can also be provided anony-
mously via Crime Stoppers on 0800 
555 111.

CONTINUED FROM P1
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‘A moment’s madness’ led to crash
It was “a moment’s madness” 

that led to a crash that left a 
Paeroa woman with lifelong in-
juries. 

The driver of the car that hit 
her, a 24-year-old man, had 
drugs and alcohol in his system.

Janine Parrish told the 
Thames District Court at Dy-
lan Boerdyk’s sentencing that 
the December 20, 2022, crash 
along Paeroa Kōpū Rd had left 
her with “devastating injuries” 
that would forever change her 
life. She was in the car with her 
15-year-old daughter, who had 
to release her broken and bat-
tered mother from her seatbelt.

“The hardest part is knowing 
the trauma my daughter faced 
during the crash,” Janine told 
Judge Glen Marshall. 

“I can see the effects on her 
now, and I have no idea how it 
will affect her in the future.” 

The pre-Christmas collision 
occurred near Puriri, when Mr 
Boerdyk approached a bend in 
the road and crossed the centre-
line. 

He was arrested for aggra-
vated careless driving; the pos-
session of methamphetamine; 
the possession of utensils for 
cannabis; driving with an ex-
cess blood alcohol content; and 
driving under the influence of a 
drug [cannabis].

At his sentencing on Septem-
ber 4, Mr Boerdyk listened as 
Janine - walking on crutches 
- read aloud her victim impact 
statement. 

She described lacking confi-
dence and feeling “demoralised” 
during the recovery stage, and 
said she now had to worry about 

which disabled toilets would be 
suitable for her to use, as the 
crash left her with an infected 
foot that may have to be ampu-
tated.

“I know there will be many 
struggles ahead of us. Everyone’s 
role in the family has changed 
and everyone has become my 

caregiver,” she said.
“I don’t want to think about 

how life will be if my foot doesn’t 
heal.”

Janine said the thought of Mr 
Boerdyk being able to live his life 
as normal was “almost too much 
to bear”; however after partici-
pating in restorative justice, she 

Janine and Barry Parrish outside Thames District Court after the sentencing of a driver who caused Janine 
“lifelong” injuries.                                  Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

hoped the man had realised 
what “he has done” to her fam-
ily.

Mr Boerdyk’s counsel Aman-
da Bean said he had. 

“This man accepts he’s done 
wrong and is trying to make per-
manent life changes,” she told 
Judge Marshall. “This has been 
a huge wake-up call for him. He 
accepts his sentence today, sir.”

Mr Boerdyk was given an al-
lowance for his guilty pleas, but 
in addition to his six months of 
home detention, he would have 
to attend and complete a drug 
and alcohol programme and be 
disqualified from holding or ob-
taining a driver’s licence for 20 
months. 

He also has to pay reparation 
of $8366 dollars, and $5000 to 
the victim for emotional harm. 

“Effectively, in the blink of an 
eye, you changed someone’s life 
- in fact, a number of people’s 
lives due to the ripple effect - 
permanently,” Judge Marshall 
said. He added that while Mr 
Boerdyk had a previous drink 
driving offence, he had other-
wise been a “worker and con-
tributor to the community”.

“It is unfortunate for a young 
man to be before the courts like 
you... It was a moment’s mad-
ness that has led to some very 
tragic consequences.” 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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$900k of equipment ordered for playground

Things are “ticking along 
nicely” for Thames’ Des-

tination Playground, with 
$900k of park and recreation 
equipment on its way from Eu-
rope.

Aboard the ship is the cen-
trepiece of the project - a rep-
lica of the Wakatere paddle 
steamer - as well as other play-
ground pieces for “all ages and 
stages”. 

Thames Business Associa-
tion chief executive Sue Lewis 
O’Halloran said although the 
Porritt Park project had been 
delayed due to “major weather 
events as well as supply chain 
issues”, optimism remained 
for the revamped playground 
to be open come Christmas. 

“[Most of the equipment] is 
heading out in another week 
or two onboard a ship, and we 
anticipate it will be here and 
the ground will be ready for 
it at the end of October, early 
November,” she said. “Our goal 
has always been to open it this 
year before Christmas, and we 
hope to continue with that.” 

In October, 2016, the origi-
nal Wakatere boat at Porritt 
Park was dismantled to make 
way for a skate park. 

It was built by the Thames 
Lions Club more than 40 years 
earlier, and was a replica of 
the Wakatere paddle steamer, 
which linked the Thames gold-
fields and Auckland from 1896 
until 1926.

The new playground, an 

The new playground, an innovative Destination Playground like those often seen in bigger centres, will feature a new boat and lighthouse design.

innovative Destination Play-
ground like those often seen 
in bigger centres, will feature 
a new boat and lighthouse de-
sign, with all ages and all abili-
ties able to use it.

The park will also feature an 
all-accessible carousel and see-
saw, as well as water and sen-
sory play. 

It has been designed by Auck-
land-based Philippa and Re-
nee Muir, who earlier told The 

Profile they had been inspired 
to construct a space which re-
flected Thames’ history and the 
needs of its community.

However, fundraising efforts 
were still ongoing, Sue said, 
and there were concerns that 
the “Rolls-Royce of bathrooms” 
- the Changing Places facility - 
would not proceed at the same 
time as the playground.

Changing Places is a bath-
room that meets the needs of 

people who cannot use stand-
ard accessible toilets. 

The Thames facility will be 
the fifth of its kind in the coun-
try. “We’re the first small town 
in New Zealand to get both a 
Destination Playground and a 
Changing Places facility, and 
[the park] will provide hours of 
fun for whanau,” Sue said.

“We’ve already organised 
disabled parking in the Danby 
Field parking lot and we have 

more coming in Goldfields.
“Things are ticking along 

nicely.”
Sue said she hoped the 

Thames community would rec-
ognise the value of the space 
and its benefit to many, and 
anyone interested in donating 
to the project can contact  por-
rittparkproject@gmail.com.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Education
Bringing science classes into the workplace
In Wāihi College’s science depart-

ment, lessons are receiving a make-
over. 

The junior science programme is 
aiming to connect the subject with 
real-world careers, by partnering with 
organisations and employers to bring 
the learning out of the classroom and 
into the workforce. 

“One of my goals has been trying to 
raise the profile of science in the com-
munity,” head of department Nicole 
Clare said. 

“In a nutshell, connecting science in 
the classroom to science and science 
careers in the local community.”

Nicole Clare is an alumni of the Roy-
al Society Te Āparangi science teach-
ing leadership programme. In 2021 
she spent time working alongside sci-
entists at Paeroa’s AgriSea seaweed 
company, seeing how science was be-
ing applied in a work environment. 

Back at school, she has led the de-
partment in turning the curriculum 
towards a more ‘real world’ approach, 
by connecting with organisations 
across a number of industries to give 
the students some hands-on experi-
ence. This has been facilitated by the 
Smart Waikato charitable trust, whose 
secondary school employer partner-
ship programme has helped Nicole 
foster relationships between the local 
employers and the school. 

Some of the student-employer les-

sons have included activities such as 
planting riparian areas with Waihi 
Native Plants nursery to explore horti-
culture, visiting Oceana Gold to learn 
about geology and environmental sci-
ence, and using guides from the Wai-
kato Regional Council to establish the 
quality of the school stream.

The college is always interested in 
speaking with other local employers 
who utilise science skills in their work-

place, Nicole said, and she was keen 
to find more opportunities for her stu-
dents to discover how their learning 
could be relevant to later careers. 

“If there are any employers in sci-
ence-based careers that would like to 
be part of the employer partner pro-
gram, they can get in touch with me,” 
she said.

Clockwise from left: Students collect water 
samples as part of their water and ecology 

unit, to determine the quality of the school 
stream.

Environmental sciences students get stuck 
into horticulture lessons, learning about 

composting, seed sowing,transplanting, food 
insecurity and food waste, and other garden 

activities.
A visit from the science roadshow was an 

opportunity for some hands-on learning 
across a number of scientific concepts, 

including physics. 
As part of a unit on light and sound, students 

dissected an animal eyeball and discussed 
eyeball anatomy.

             Photos: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Formal event funds fuel future learning
The annual Thames Coast 

Pohutukawa Ball was a re-
sounding success, with this 
year’s event raising more than 
$10,000 for the Thames Coast 
Community Kindergarten and 
Te Puru School.

Over the seven years the 
event has run, it has raised 
almost $80,000 for the kindy 
and the school. 

Event organiser and former 
kindy committee member Tar-
yn Baines said she was thrilled 
with the community’s support 
of the event, saying they sold 
out of this year’s 160 tickets in 
about two minutes. 

“I was pretty impressed 
that we still managed to do … 
$10,000,” Taryn said. 

“At the moment people are 
struggling with the cost of liv-
ing and everything.”

The event, which was held on 
August 5, was themed ‘A night 
in Morocco’. Attendees were 
encouraged to wear something 
from their wardrobe or snag an 
op shop outfit for the fancy ‘do. 

“We encouraged reusing or 
repurposing outfits,” Taryn 
said. 

“I have a habit of buying lots 
of ball dresses at the op shops 
[so] people just borrowed 
those off me. I’ve got one dress 
that three of us have worn over 
the years.” 

The ball idea originated sev-
en years ago with Taryn and 
the committee at the kindy, 

who were lamenting the lack of 
fun, formal events in the area. 

“We wanted to make it acces-
sible to everyone because a lot 

of the time things can be quite 
costly to go for a big night out,” 
she said. 

“[We had] reasonable ticket 

prices, and instead of doing a 
full dinner we [had] nibbles … 
just trying to keep it a little bit 
more accessible, and then that 

Thames Coast Community Kindergarten teacher Emma Corner, left, with Taryn Baines, who is stepping 
down after seven years in charge of the Pohutukawa Ball.                                  Photo: SUPPLIED

way they’ve got a little bit more 
money to spend on auctions 
and raffles.” 

Previous years’ funds have 
paid for extensions to the 
kindy building, including a 
new kitchen, adult bathroom 
and roof. 

“I wanted to help in a way 
that meant there would be a bit 
more longevity for the building 
itself.” 

When her son moved on to 
school, Taryn continued or-
ganising the event, with the 
funds now split between the 
kindy and the school.  

“This year the school’s us-
ing it for technology stuff, and 
kindy needs to do the roof over 
the patio outside,” she said. 

This was Taryn’s final year 
organising the ball, as she’s 
decided it’s time to take a step 
back from the role to focus on 
other things. 

But she is hopeful that the 
kindy will continue to receive 
the same generosity of spirit 
from the community in years 
to come. 

“Kindy relies so much on 
community involvement, and I 
want it to be there as an option 
for my grandkids,” she said. 

“What kindy gives a family 
group in terms of that sense of 
community and belonging … is 
just the best thing.

“I just want to make sure that 
that cool little gem gets to stay 
around for as long as possible.” 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Hauraki Ltd

A new report by Sense Partners highlights 
the dairy sector’s contribution to the New 
Zealand economy, and its role as ‘shock ab-
sorber’ for regional communities in times 
of volatility.

The report, commissioned by DairyNZ 
and the Dairy Companies Association of 
New Zealand (DCANZ), also shows the 
importance of ongoing investment in trade 
liberalisation and resilient infrastructure.  

DCANZ executive director Kimberly 
Crewther said the report showed the long-
term picture for the dairy sector was solid 
and it would continue to contribute signifi-
cantly to the New Zealand economy.   

“Dairy generated nearly $26 billion in 
export revenue for the year to April 2023, 
which accounts for around one in every 
four export dollars earnt by New Zealand,” 
Ms Crewther said. “The value of dairy ex-
ports grew by 45 per cent over the past five 
years, which helped support the national 
economy through the pandemic.”

DairyNZ head of economics Mark Storey 
said the spread of farms across the country 
allowed dairy to support regional econo-
mies, maintaining some local spending 
even when milk prices dropped.

“Dairy’s export earnings translate into 
well-paying jobs in the sector and enable 
the purchase of goods and services from 
other sectors,” Mr Storey said.

“There will inevitably be an impact from 
the recent fall in milk price, with farmers 
limiting non-essential expenditure and 
limiting their purchases short-term where 
possible. However, this analysis shows that 
the sector itself absorbs some of the im-
pacts in dairy farmers’ profits.  

“Despite lower milk prices, dairy farmers 
will continue to hire staff and purchase es-
sential supplies to run their farms.”

In the year to March, 2023, dairy pro-

cessors spent around $19.6b of goods and 
services from both farms (purchasing milk) 
and other industries. Dairy farmers in turn 
spent $7.9b on goods and services in the 
same period. 

“Around 55,000 people are employed 
in dairy, both on and off farms, generating 
around $3.6 billion annually in wages,” Mr 
Storey said. “At a community level, dairy is 
a significant employer. 

“Dairy also employs more than 20 per 
cent  of workers in both South Taranaki 
and Westland districts, and pays over 40 
per cent of both districts’ total wages.”

Dairy accounts for more than one in 10 
jobs in a further eight districts, while pay-
ing more than comparable sectors, which 
amplifies the value of dairy employment to 
communities. 

Dairy processing and farming remain 
New Zealand’s most internationally con-
nected industries. Individual dairy prod-
ucts including whole milk powder, skim 
milk powder, butter and dairy spreads, 
protein products and cheese are all multi-
billion-dollar exports.  

“The analysis highlights that New Zea-
land dairy exporters continue to change 
their market offerings in response to de-
mand, with the proportion of whole milk 
powder reducing from 36.9 per cent in 
2019 to 31.6 per cent in the year to April 
2023, while dairy protein products having 
increased to 13.2 per cent of the product 
mix, up from 8.6 per cent in 2019.”

The industry continued to face significant 
trade barriers and costs, she said. Reducing 
them will support exporters to continue 
growing the export value of New Zealand 
dairy products. The report also found that 
dairy’s ability to provide a resilient contri-
bution to New Zealand economy would be 
enhanced by infrastructure resilience.

Dairy boosts regions
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Nurture nutrients to reduce losses to environment

Good nutrient management 
will keep nutrients cycling 

within the farm system and re-
duce losses to the environment 
to the bare minimum.

We’re now almost at the end 
of winter, with early spring not 
that far away. Both are times 
when nutrients are most at risk 
of leaving farms due to high 
rainfall, low pasture growth, 
lots of stock urine being depos-
ited, soil compaction and pug-
ging. That risks farm produc-
tion and damaging the health 
of waterways and groundwater.

Some nutrients are more 
prone to loss than others, de-
pending on the nature of the 
nutrient, soil type and climatic 
conditions. Helping to handle 
those risks smartly, thereby 
boosting production while 
protecting fresh water, is what 
good nutrient management is 
all about.

Leaching through soil is one 
of the biggest nutrient loss 
risks. Nutrients like nitrogen, 
potassium, calcium, magnesi-
um and sulphur can leach with 
drained water.

It occurs when soluble nutri-
ents are leached through the 

root zone into deeper layers 
of the soil and they become 
inaccessible to plant roots. The 
leaching risk depends on vari-
ous factors such as soil type, 
total rainfall, extreme weather 
events and the actual quantity 
of soluble nutrients present in 
the soil.

Don’t oversupply the soil 
with such types of soluble nu-
trients, especially not during 
winter, as there is a very high 
risk of these getting washed out 
through the soil and lost from 
farm systems.

A good understanding of 
the processes and terminology 
involved with nutrient cycles 
is important for budgeting and 
management.

For nitrogen, one of the key 
nutrients that both grows grass 
and can harm waterways, there 
are two important processes 
– immobilisation and its oppo-
site, mineralisation.

Immobilization is the conver-
sion of plant available nitrogen 
into organic forms, while min-
eralisation is the conversion of 
soil organic nitrogen into plant 
available forms such as nitrate 
and ammonium.

These processes are con-
trolled by microbes, and the 
degree of their activity, in the 
soil. This activity is influenced 
by soil temperature – lower the 
temperature, lower the activity 
and greater the loss of nutri-
ents.

Another point about nitrogen 

End of winter and early spring are times when nutrients are most at risk of leaving farms due to high rainfall 
and low pasture growth.                        File Photo: PIXABAY

is that, generally, there will be 
an increase in nitrate leaching 
with increasing rate of nitrog-
enous fertiliser. 

Phosphorus loss, on the other 
hand, mainly occurs from ero-
sion and runoff. Research has 
revealed that phosphorus losses 
will be high in soils with high 
Olsen-P levels and also on steep 
to rolling country. Managing 
these optimum levels and con-
trolling soil erosion are keys to 
helping prevent this.

Intensive winter grazing by 
sheep, cattle and deer can have 
impacts on the environment, 
including loss of soil and asso-
ciated sedimentation of water-
ways, nutrient loss and damage 

to soil structure due to pugging. 
Some of the mitigations to 
avoid these impacts are use of 
catch crops, vegetative buffers 
between winter grazing and 
waterways, reduction of graz-
ing duration per day, strategic 
grazing, and the use of mixed 
species in forage paddocks.

Overall, the ongoing chal-
lenge is to ensure our farming 
systems efficiently cycle nutri-
ents. Smart nutrient manage-
ment practices for all land uses 
and activities has the potential 
to bring about substantial im-
provements in the quality of 
our water resources and profits.

On all farms 20 hectares and 
larger with any grazed land, 

no more than 190 kilograms 
per hectare per year (kg/ha/
yr) of synthetic nitrogen may 
be spread, including on pasture 
and any grazed crops.

Farmers need to plan the an-
nual use of synthetic nitrogen 
fertiliser to stay within the cap. 
Regional council permission is 
required to exceed the cap.

Waikato Regional Council 
is working with stakeholders 
to help farmers adopt good 
practices and supports the use 
of industry-developed codes of 
practices, particularly Fertmark 
and Spreadmark.

- Bala Tikkisetty is principal 
sustainable agricultural advisor at 

Waikato Regional Council

By BALA TIKKISETTY
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Work of the ‘Boomerang 
Bag Ladies’ in Paeroa

On a Wednesday morning 
in Paeroa, pairs of hands 

were busy making reusable 
“boomerang bags”.

The group’s efforts on the 
sewing machine see around 40 
of them created each month. 

‘Boomerang Bags’ was 
an initiative that started in 
Australia in 2013, with the aim 
of diverting waste from landfill. 

The Paeroa “Boomerang Bag 
Ladies” started getting together 
in 2018 and member Annette 
Buchanan said it was “fantastic” 

to create something that could 
be recycled and reused. 

The bags are made by material 
such as curtain fabric, with a lot 
of the patterns donated to the 
group by the community. 

“People have piles of fabric 
in their wardrobes, and if it’s 
special material, we make a bag 
and give one back to them,” she 
said. “Material can mean a lot to 
some people.” 
DETAILS: To get in touch or 
involved with the group, contact 
Annette, Ph: 021 773 894.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The Paeroa “Boomerang Bag Ladies” catch up at their 
monthly crafting session.                Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Throws for cold
Merino (1.85 m x 1.4 m)
100% Wool (2m x 1.4m)

• Cushions

• Jewellery

• Wall Art• Handbags & Accessories
• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards

• Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

• Possum Merino Gloves
• Alpaca and mohair throws

Authorised by Scott Simpson,
614 Pollen St, Thames.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Contact me anytime

The owners of Waihī Paper Plus know 
all about putting pen to paper.

For close to 10 years they produced 
The Mercury Bay Informer, a newspaper 
dedicated to providing the eastern Coro-
mandel with stories and articles, so upon 
their shift to Waihī from Whitianga eight 
months ago, their support for local writ-
ers has continued.

After hosting a book signing for The 
Lighthouse author Christopher Parker 
earlier this year, Stephan and Petra Bos-
man are now helping to promote the 
launch of Valley Profile journalist Kelley 
Tantau’s debut novel.

Titled The Runaway Man, Kelley’s de-
but is being published worldwide by a UK 
agency, but the Hauraki community will 
be the first to get their hands on it. 

Releasing on September 26, Waihī 
Paper Plus will host a book signing with 
Kelley at the store on September 30, and 

Stephan said their support was straight-
forward; it was about being connected to 
the community “lock, stock, and barrel”.

“We really would like Kelley to be as 
successful as she can be, because we 
know the wherewithal it must take to 
write a book in between being a journal-
ist,” Stephan said.

“We know what it is like to produce 
content for a newspaper every week - it 
is more than just a full-time job - so this 
is a momentous achievement and if she 
can carve out a path as a successful Kiwi 
author, then we will support her in any 
way we can.” 
DETAILS: The Runaway Man book sign-
ing, Saturday, September 30, between 
10am-12pm at Waihī Paper Plus, Sed-
don St. Registrations are preferred, with 
books now available to pre-order. Visit 
the store or phone 07 863 8894 to se-
cure your copy.

New novel ‘momentous’ for reporter

ADVERTORIAL

Valley Profile journalist Kelley Tantau, left, with Waihī Paper Plus owners and former newspaper 
publishers, Stephan and Petra Bosman.
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance toThames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3

• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

ENQUIRE TODAY!

Sudden death after anaesthetic gas
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Four-year-old William Dick-
son was climbing a stable 

door at his family’s Waikino 
property on a May afternoon in 
1910 when he fell. He landed on 
some steps leading to the door 
and then fell further, about four 
feet, before striking his head on a 
timber beam which was lying on 
the ground. He sustained a nasty 
gash above his right temple. Wil-
liam got up and went to his moth-
er, who decided to take him into 
Waihī to have the wound seen to. 
On the journey William appeared 
little the worse for the fall.

Dr Craig advised William’s 
mother that the wound needed 
stitches and a little anaesthetic 
gas beforehand was recommend-
ed. William was then taken to the 
dental rooms of Mr Moses, where 
an anaesthetic was administered.

William took just a few sniffs 
then suddenly collapsed. Frantic 
attempts were made to revive him 
but after an hour and a half it was 
clear all means of respiration had 
failed. An inquest was ordered; 
doctors considering the case an 
extraordinary one. 

Dentist’s operating chair with gas cylinder, 1908.                          Photo: SUPPLIED

Dr Robertson attribut-
ed death to syncope, caused by 
stomach fluid lodging on the lar-
ynx while William was uncon-
scious. It was unlikely William’s 
head injury contributed to his 
death. Both Dr Robertson and 
Dr Craig considered gas to be the 
safest anaesthetic to administer. 
A verdict was returned in accord-
ance with the medical evidence, 
no blame being attachable to 
anyone. A rider was added that in 
the Coroner’s opinion the proper 
treatment had been used in regard 
to the accident, that the gas was 
administered in the routine man-
ner, and that both Dr Craig and 
Mr Moses did everything in their 
power to restore life. 

William’s father, Thomas, said 
he was perfectly satisfied with the 

treatment, but Phillip Moses, the 
dentist, who began practising in 
the Thames Valley area the year 
before had had trouble with an-
aesthetic gas before. 

In 1907 he was taken to court in 
Dunedin for alleged neglect and 
unskilful extraction of teeth, al-
lowing a tooth, or part of a tooth, 
or other foreign substance, to go 
down the plaintiff’s throat, and 
unskilfully administering anaes-
thetic. Moses was attempting to 
extract thirty teeth at one sitting 
under gas applied by a Paterson’s 
nasal inhaler - an apparatus that 
should be used only by persons 
who understood it thoroughly.

Chillingly it was noted that it was 
liable, in the hands of an unskilled 
person, to immerse a patient so 
deep in the anaesthetic so as to 

make the recovery of conscious-
ness very difficult. One thousand 
pounds in damages were awarded 
to the plaintiff and Mr Moses van-
ished for a year before re-appear-
ing as a Thames Valley dentist 
in 1909. In an era of difficulty in 
making background checks and 
misdeeds of the respectable being 
swept under the carpet, Mr Moses 
was able to continue as a dentist. 

After the death of William, he 
returned to his native Australia, 
where in 1921 he was again suc-
cessfully sued for unskilful treat-
ment. It was a tragically unneces-
sary end for a small boy busy with 
playing and climbing. 

William was buried with his lit-
tle sister Lorna, who had died at 
six weeks old in 1903, at Paeroa’s 
Pukerimu cemetery.

Paeroa Society of Arts secretary 
Robyn Wilson has opened an ex-
hibition of her works at the so-
ciety’s Normanby Rd gallery for 
the month of September.

Robyn’s mixed media art in-
cludes a mix of pottery, painting, 
scarfs, ceramics, cushions and 
jewelry, all handmade and in 
great colors. 

Robyn moved to Paeroa three 
years ago and shortly after 
joined the art society. 

“We have lots of very talented 
artists and a fantastic friendly 
community in Paeroa,” she said.

The Paeroa art society is run by 
volunteer members whose art-
work is displayed in the Crosby 
Gallery and the Judy Parker Gal-
lery. “We have a painting group 
and a pottery group that meet 
on Tuesday morning in our art 
rooms.  Very friendly and great 
for the community,” Robyn said.

Each month, the society holds 
different art exhibitions in the 
Crosby Gallery. The gallery is 
open when the Flags are out, 
from 11am to 3pm, entry is free.

Exhibition 
kicks off

Robyn Wilson with her art.



A last-minute try gave Thames 
Valley a nail biting 34-31 victory 
in their Heartland Championship 
match played at Ashburton last 
Saturday. Both teams scored five 
tries and converted three of them 
– the difference being a penalty 
goal kicked by Valley’s Fletcher 
Morgan.

At the 78 minute mark, the Mid 
Canterbury Hammers scored a 
converted try to snatch the lead 
from the Swamp Foxes by mak-
ing the score 31 – 29. Following 
the kick off, Thames Valley were 
awarded a penalty and Morgan 
executed a long-range punt to give 
his team a lineout throw five me-
tres from Mid Canterbury’s line.

Tayne Tupaea took the ball at the 
front of the lineout and dived over 
beneath a cluster of defenders. Af-
ter consultation with his assistant 
referee, the referee awarded a try 
much to the delight of the Swamp 
Foxes and their supporters. Mor-
gan’s attempted conversion was 
wide but time was up and Thames 
Valley had grasped a 34-31 victory 
from the jaws of defeat.

Co-captain Sam McCahon, 
who had scored the first try of 
the match, was thereby suitably 
rewarded in his 50th match for 
Thames Valley. His team remains 
undefeated and holds on to their 
second place on the points table.

Mid Canterbury held a comfort-
able 17-7 lead at halftime -Thames 

Valley’s points having come from 
McCahon’s try which Morgan con-
verted. Soon after the break, Leroy 
Neels scored a try. Morgan added 
the extra two points and then 
kicked a penalty goal to even the 
score. Mid Canterbury responded 
with a converted try of their own 
to go ahead 24-17. 

Harry Lafituanai inspired the 
Foxes with a devastating 50m run, 
which resulted in Mosese Mafi 
scoring between the posts.

Morgan’s conversion levelled 
the score at 24 all. A fine effort by 
Guto Davies saw him score in the 
corner to put Valley in front 29-24. 

The Hammers fired their last 
bullet with a converted try but 
there was still time for Tupaea to 
score his match-winning try to 
make the final score: Thames Val-
ley 34, Mid Canterbury 31.

Top of the table South Canter-
bury had their fifth bonus point 
victory in a row by defeating West 
Coast 39-26. Thames Valley’s bo-
nus point from the Mid Canter-
bury game has ensured that they 
remain two points behind the 
leaders. These two undefeated 
teams meet in the match of the 
round at Whangamatā next Sat-
urday.

Top Four Points: South Canter-
bury 25, Thames Valley 23, East 
Coast 20, Whanganui 17.

In a closely contested, enter-
taining game at Waitakaruru, the 
Thames Valley Vixens lost 22-26 
to Whanganui.
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crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

SPORTS
Close finish sees Foxes 
take another win

Waitakaruru, above, won the Nicholson Shield, and Hauraki North Stickmen, 
below, won the Stan Wilson Cup.                               Photos: SUPPLIED

HEARTLAND RUGBY
The Thames Valley Hockey sen-
iors’ finals saw a clash of incum-
bent title holders aiming to retain 
their trophies. 

In the final games before the ar-
tificial turf gets a major upgrade, 
the men’s competition challeng-
ers, Hauraki North Stickmen, took 
the lead over Ngatea Swampies 
early in the first half and kept the 
Swampies’ defensive line working 
hard.  

A couple of good individu-
al breaks from the Swampies 
couldn’t quite connect with the 
back of the net. Stickmen were 
able to dominate, swinging the 
ball wide, connecting well with 
the midfield to lead at half time. In 
the last quarter, Swampies rallied 
and held the ball well but time had 
run out. Final score: Stickmen 4, 
Swampies 1. 

A solid win for Stickmen and 
a good send off for Stephen Loft 
and Brent Aitchison, who hang up 
their sticks after decades of play-
ing Valley Hockey. Umpires were 
Jeremy Cryer and Thomas Hay-
ward.

In the women’s final, Waitakar-
uru looked to keep the Nicholson 
Shield against the newly-formed 
Thames team. 

Thames gained their spot in the 
finals by winning a shootout over 
rivals Morrinsville in the semi-
final match up. Thames soaked up 
the pressure for the first 20 min-
utes and both teams were unable 
to find the back of the net. 

The first goal by Waitakaruru 

boosted confidence and the game 
swung with Waitakaruru control-
ling much of the final stages of 

play. Final score Waitakaruru 4, 
Thames 1, umpires were Julena 
Phillips and Rachael Aitchison.

Finals clash for Valley hockey
HOCKEY
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Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

TE MAHI - Upskill
Learn to earn

To all fridge door swingers, couch surfers and screen
queens who have dreamt of fixing the world and starting
a revolution but can’t
start a lawn mower, we
can pave the way to
your next job.

Our FREE 15 week course is a Level 3 programme giving
you confidence with all kinds of machinery - chainsaws,

quad & motorbikes, fencing & infrastructure.
Call now to check your eligibility

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

Janella Munns will miss the 
smell of macrocarpa and 

freshly cut pine at Christmas.
She’ll miss proving to people 

that a female can back a trailer 
down a driveway.

And though she’ll miss the 
customers who know her as 
the woman who brings warmth 
over winter, the physical work 
of the job has meant it’s time 
for Janella to close up shop.

After eight years, Splinta’s 
Firewood is coming to an end. 

“It’s been really physical,” 
she told The Profile during her 
final delivery. “Along the way 
we’ve made things easier, but I 
guess it comes back to the Ken-
ny Rogers song… you’ve got to 
know when to call it.” 

The business all began after 
she made a passing comment 
to her husband about feeling 
the cold, which in turn saw him 
buy her a wood splitter.

Over time, they ended up 
supplying kindling and boxed 
wood to stores throughout the 
Hauraki-Coromandel, as well 
as wood chips and smoking 
blocks.

She amassed around 600 
tonnes of logs per year, which 
was “about 55 to 60 truck and 
trailer units a year,” she said.

“We supplied into DOC, so 
my wood actually flew into the 
Pinnacles Hut and the Wait-

Last load for Splintas

A performance of the New 
Zealand String Quartet in 

Paeroa has contributed funds 
to the local fire brigade. 

On May 27 at the old Masonic 
Lodge, a concert was held fea-
turing the New Zealand String 
Quartet, who were touring as 
part of the Arts on Tour pro-
gramme. 

Organiser Linley Rose said it 
was a “wonderful event and a 
pleasure to bring such a group 
to our small town”, and that, if 
they were fortunate enough to 
make a profit, it would be do-
nated to the Paeroa Volunteer 

Fire Brigade. 
The concert raked in a profit 

of $1220, which was then given 
to the brigade to enable fund-
ing of some items of equipment 
not provided by its national 
body. 

“Living centrally and hear-
ing sirens so frequently has en-
lightened us to how busy and 
committed the volunteers to 
the Paeroa Volunteer Fire Bri-
gade are,” Linley said. 

She thanked the local busi-
nesses, people, and sponsors 
for supporting the “successful” 
event.

Concert proceeds donated 
to Paeroa Fire Brigade

The May 27 concert raked in a profit of $1220, which was then given to the 
Paeroa Fire Brigade.                Photo SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

awheta Hut in the Kaimas. I’ve 
literally driven through base-
ments and out the other side, 
I’ve taken clotheslines down 
so I can park where [custom-
ers] want it. I can honestly say, 
hand on heart, there is not a 
driveway I have not been able 
to get up.” 

Janella did have Splinta’s 
on the market for roughly six 
months and, while there were a 
few interested parties, she said 
some backed away after seeing 
the size of the business. 

Now the whole Splinta’s 
range and its wood deliveries 

have come to an end where it 
started - at Annette and Alistair 
Buchanan’s house in Paeroa, 
Janella’s first customers.

“It brings tears to my eyes,” 
she said. 

“I want to say a massive 
thank you for all the support, 
all the honest customers… the 
ones I’ve never met, and the 
ones I’ve had cups of tea with. 

“It’s been an honour and a 
privilege to know that people 
are going to be warm in win-
ter.” 

Janella Munns has done her final delivery for Splinta’s Firewood after 
eight years in business.               Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
We solve your tree problems 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding   
Pruning • Clearing • Storm Clean Up

Qualifi ed, experienced, 
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today 

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

plumber
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

• Caravan e-wofs
• Home and Business
electrical inspections

• IQP emergency lighting
inspections

• Solar power inspections
Servicing Hauraki,

Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

electrical inspector

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

CALL THE EXPERTS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
valleyfuneralservices.com

• Pre-Planning
• Direct Cremation

•  Traditional &  
Bespoke Funerals

TALK TO  
US ABOUT

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki & Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

Take the time to talk
In our journey across the course 
of life we experience many 
different stages and events our 
life may be long and fulfilling or 
it may be tragically cut short but 
we all live a life that should be 
remembered and celebrated by 
our family and friends who are 
left behind.
A meaningful farewell 
provides not only value, but it 
is an essential part of healthy 
grieving.  The importance of 
preplanning your final farewell 
allows your loved ones to 

gather together and support one 
another and celebrate your life 
without the responsibility of 
making difficult choices in very 
emotional circumstances.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Trades & Services

Trades & Services

Situation Vacant

Trades & Services

Storage

House To Rent

Storage

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 021 
060 7659

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Handyman

Handyman Services

Public Notice
Public Notice

Public Notice

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Public Notices

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. Call 
Trev 027 4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Curly 021 746 608.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

TILER
Quality workmanship. 
Currently available. 
Enquiries ph Rob 
 Ph 021 026 93064

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Ph Rich 

027 424 4217

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Qualified Mechanic Wanted 
Immediate start. 

Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz 
or phone 

027 227 1121

Grazing 
Wanted

Long term 10 acres 
minimum between 
Paeroa and Thames. 
Ph Steve 0220 75 
62 11

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

EAZY-BLAST
Household Water Blasting

Slippery steps, patios, pathways 
& driveways can be very dangerous.

I specialise in small local jobs at 
reasonable prices.

Contact CHRIS for a FREE local quote 
021 0852 1825Handyman Services

• Waihi and surrounding    
  areas

• Building maintenance 
and repairs

• Mobile - Grant - 027 333 8331
• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

scrap vehicles

Positive Paeroa
AGM

21st Sept - 5.30pm
G8 Job Hauraki
Followed by BA5

Builder available. 
Home improvements/
maintenance, 
reinstallments.
Prompt service, great 
rates.
Ph Mark 022 344 
0629

GO WAIHI AGM
Waihi Memorial Hall

Thursday 28 September
5.30pm

Secretary David Parish

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Thames Youth Centre Incorporated Society

19th of September 2023 at 4pm.
216 Kirkwood Street, Thames.

RSVP to: Karaitiana.j@hotmail.com

OPENING DAY OUTDOOR BOWLS
WAIHI BOWLING CLUB
cnr Clarke and Kenny Street

Saturday 16th September at 1pm.
New players welcome - bowls available.

Club 07 863 8760 or  Clare Boyd 022 0809 306

Motorcycle 
Mechanic Wanted

Whyteline are seeking an experienced Motorcycle 
Technician to join our team. Enjoy monthly staff 

lunches and discounts on road + off road gear from 
Alpinestars, Fasthouse, Bell and more! 

Send your CV to 
marketing@whyteline.co.nz 

or call 07 862 8783 
to learn more about the position

INTENDED AGRI-CHEMICAL 
APPLICATION

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Weather permitting, herbicide applications  
will be made to property administered by 
Hauraki District Council. This will include our 
parks and reserves, footpaths and walkways. 
Both Roundup and Versatill will be used 
between the months of September 2023 and 
February 2024.
This work will be carried out by either 
Council’s Works Team department or other 
contractors. All applicators will be Grow safe 
accredited.
For further details please phone Hauraki 
District Council on 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 
834.
LD Cavers
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

 
 

 
Thames High School 
Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga 

Technician(s) 
(Fixed Term part-time – Parental leave cover) 

We currently have a vacancy for a non-teaching 
staff member to support teachers in science, food 
and textile departments.  This role could cover all 
areas or be a split role. 
 
The position(s) is fixed term part-time and term time 
only ending mid-June 2024.  
 
For more detailed information and role descriptions 
refer to our website www.thameshigh.school.nz 
/vacancies 
 
Applications close Tuesday 26 September (4.00pm) 
 
Start date: Monday 9 October (first day Term 4) 
 

Please send your cover letter, CV and application 
form and/or direct enquiries to:  
Tracey Reed, Principal’s PA                                                        
Email: traceyreed@thameshigh.school.nz 

 

Spacious  3-bedroom,
1 bathroom family home 
in Kerepehi available for 
commercial rent. 
Ideal for seasonal 
workers etc.

$550 + GST per week, 
Newly renovated.

Move-in ready 
15/09/2023

Bond is 3 weeks rent

Email:
garrick@saitogroup.com

Sir Keith Park Memorial Airfield Inc.
Notice of Annual General Meeting

Rescheduled to 
Sunday 8th October through lack of a quorum.

Starting at 4.30pm at the
Hauraki Aero Club

395 Ngati Maru Highway, Thames
New Members welcome.

Queries to: Geoff Furkert on 021 833 044
Stuart Read on 0274 770 104

Funding Manager & 
Community Liaison

The Paeroa Community Support Trust
is an organisation with 

Christian ethos and values. 
We operate from two community 

centres in Paeroa providing resources 
and support in a caring and loving way 
to meet the needs of the community of 
Paeroa and surrounding districts. We 
support Te Tiriti o Waitangi. We have 
a great opportunity for a motivated 
person to join our team. We offer a 

part-time position.
We are seeking a community 

champion that can make a positive 
contribution to empower our 

community through education, 
employment, family support and health.
You will have a passion for improving 

the lives of tamariki, rangatahi, 
whānau, elders and community 

members. You will also have 
experience in funding applications 

and distribution, management 
and governance support including 
using grant application software, 
databases and reporting. With a 

strong partnership, collaboration and 
people focus, you will relish working 
with the community and engaging 

relationships.
Additionally, you will bring high energy 

as a team player, along with great 
reporting and communication skills to 
engage broad and varied audiences. 
Excellent project management skills 

and a genuine commitment and 
passion for the Paeroa community 

and surrounding areas.
If you are keen to join a positive, hard-
working team committed to making a 

real positive and meaningful difference 
for families and the wider community, 

then we’d like to hear from you.
Application close 28/09/2023

A position description is available on 
request from the Hauraki Resource 

Centre phone 07 862 6110
Email applications including a 

CV and cover letter to 
Info@carehouse.co.nz

Woodturners 
Cafe 

are looking for more 
staff to join our team. 

Multiple positions 
covering front and back 

of house. Involves 
one weekend day per 
week. No experience 
necessary as we can 
provide full training 

for the right applicant. 
Contact Lorraine with 

expression of interest or 
CV bmattock48@gmail.com
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NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and craft, 
moving, table coverings 

and more .....

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

De-sexing, neutering, spaying, castrating – is it time to ‘fix’ your pet?
De-sexing is known by many dif-
ferent names but the goals are 
more or less the same for all pets: 
keeping them healthy and avoid-
ing unexpected/unwanted litters. 
We understand this is likely your 
pet’s first surgery and you may 
be concerned. We also know you 
want to do it right – to make the 
process as comfortable and safe 
as possible for them. We whole-
heartedly agree it should be.  

At Anexa, we strongly recom-

mend de-sexing your fur-babies.
Reasons to desex your pet in-

clude: No unexpected and/or 
unwanted pregnancies and lit-
ters; No messy heats or stressful 
management of them; A heavy re-
duction in a female’s risk of mam-
mary cancer, pyometra (uterine 
infection), vaginal prolapses and 
nil risk of cancer of the uterus 
and ovaries; Heavy reduction of a 
male’s risk of prostatic disease like 
enlargement and infection and nil 

risk of testicular cancer; Can help 
reduce wandering and/or aggres-
sive behaviour.

We are proud to say we don’t 
cut any corners: we have a gold 
standard approach to our de-sex-
ing surgeries and we believe your 
pets are much better off for it!

Anexa Vets automatically in-
cludes the following in its de-
sexing packages: A thorough pre-
anaesthetic clinical exam on the 
day of surgery; General anaesthe-

sia, including a nurse and special 
equipment dedicated solely to 
monitoring your pet’s anaesthetic 
and recovery; The surgery itself; 
All of our de-sexing packages in-
clude ongoing pain relief – we take 
pain control seriously and want to 
maximise your pet’s comfort and 
recovery back to normal; All our 
female dog desexing prices have 
intravenous fluids included.

Naturally, all surgical proce-
dures carry some patient-risk and 

the following are some optional 
extras we recommend so that you 
can minimize it: Pre-anaesthetic 
bloodwork: among other things. 

All pets are their own individu-
als, and we do our best to priori-
tise the best individually tailored 
outcomes for them – if you have 
any questions about de-sexing 
and whether it’s the best option 
for your pet, don’t hesitate to chat 
with your vet.

- Supplied by Anexa Vets

GRAHAM O’BRIEN

Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Guess, 4 Fly off the handle, 14 Plush, 15 Mural, 16 Mysterious, 17 Sever, 19 Dew, 20 Respond,
21 Polar bear, 22 Plunge, 25 Postmarks, 27 Shekel, 28 Censor, 33 Contraband, 35 Err, 36 Pelmet, 37 Less,
39 Use, 41 Prairie, 42 Afraid, 43 Dismantle, 44 Eerie, 45 Cemetery, 50 Al, 51 Backache, 55 Attic, 58 Try
in vain, 59 Ransom, 60 Ammonia, 61 Duo, 63 Room, 64 Modify, 65 Nod, 66 Overlooked, 68 Poetry, 69
Museum, 71 Squeamish, 76 Midway, 77 Disappear, 79 Engorge, 81 Too, 84 Stile, 85 Initiation, 86 Alloy, 87
Smash, 88 Anonymous letter, 89 Adder.

DOWN: 2 Unused, 3 Swamp, 5 Lays, 6 Outlook, 7 Formal, 8 H-bomb, 9 Hostage, 10 Nash, 11 Lively, 12
Guide, 13 Chowder, 14 Printer, 18 Initiative, 23 Fatal, 24 Seclude, 26 Outlive, 27 Strudel, 29 Sceptic, 30
Hoarse, 31 Decay, 32 Geisha, 34 Deft, 36 Pearl, 38 Siege, 40 Hack, 45 Cater, 46 Maypole, 47 Tank, 48
Reason, 49 Study, 50 Acronym, 52 Compliment, 53 Amorous, 54 Heifer, 55 Anxious, 56 Snide, 57 Logo, 62
Beret, 67 Prudish, 68 Protest, 70 Elitism, 72 Quartet, 73 Malign, 74 Uphill, 75 Ignore, 76 Moral, 78 Adieu,
80 Ogled, 82 Keen, 83 Core.

137

ACROSS
1 Undress (5)
4 Depressed (4,2,3,5)
11 Cast metal bar (5)
14 Absolutely
necessary (5)
15 Agree to a
compromise (4,7)
16 Aubergine (8)
19 Optimistic (7)
20 Arms, legs (5)
21 Arena fighter (9)
24 Line of descent (9)
26 Highwayman (6)
27 Lemon acid (6)
31 Risqué (5)
32 Salve (8)
34 Without caution (10)
37 Court (3)
39 Took a stand
against (7)
40 Short, light sleep (6)
41 Tooth coating (6)
42 Phonograph record
(4)
43 Actor’s assistant (7)
46 Food poisoning (10)
51 Deluge (7)
55 Rub with a cloth (4)
56 Get (6)
57 Clothes maker (6)
58 Expressionless (7)
60 Long fish (3)
62 Captaincy (10)
63 Eating disorder (8)
64 Berate (5)
67 Motorist (6)
68 Horrified (6)
69 Alert (2,3,4)
74 Guidelines,

principles (9)
75 Ludicrous situation
(5)
76 Naval boss (7)
81 Detailed evaluation
and assessment (8)
82 Numbing agent (11)
83 Left over (5)
84 Claw (5)
85 Do what everybody
else does (6,3,5)
86 Intensive bombing
(5)
DOWN
2 Camera stand (6)
3 Fatuous (5)
5 Sign of something to
come (4)
6 Gauze (7)
7 Handy (6)
8 Handle of knife, axe
(4)
9 Time limit (8)
10 Cue (6)
11 Made do in a
makeshift way (10)
12 Pleased (4)
13 Gigantic (7)
17 Toned down (5)
18 Ethiopian capital
(5,5)
22 Earthenware beer
mug (5)
23 Spotless (8)
25 Laborious (7)
26 In the space
separating (7)
28 Mollycoddle (6)
29 Twist out of shape
(6)

30 Subtract from (6)
33 Pacific country (5)
35 Sailboat (5)
36 Festival (4)
38 Colourful gemstone
(4)
43 Wooden joining
peg (5)
44 Stress (8)
45 Strong and sturdy
(6)
46 Melted letter sticker
(7,3)
47 Row (4)
48 Endure beyond (7)
49 Newspaper chief (6)
50 Baggy (5)
52 Exposed (4)
53 Revolutionary,
markedly new (7)
54 All but (6)
59 One on foot (10)
61 Correct (5)
65 Spanish dance (8)
66 Home (5)
67 Shortfall (7)
70 Atomic (7)
71 Swamp (6)
72 Fortified building (6)
73 Attic room (6)
77 Drive forward (5)
78 Grinding machine
(4)
79 Air hole (4)
80 Opinion (4)
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THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

• Mobility Scooters
• Wheelchairs
• Walkers
• Electric Lift Chairs

We do our best to source other products on request

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

607MackaySt, Thames (Opposite the hospital) •Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 •E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE
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The Thames Air Cadets stand to attention during the commemoration ceremony.    Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

The replica of Sir Keith Park’s Hurricane fighter sits proudly above the 
airfield in Thames. 

Lieuenant Colonel Stewart Dines. 

Airfield society president Geoff 
Furket. 

Airmen remembered

More than 100 people packed 
the Hauraki Aero Club 

Hangar at the Sir Keith Park 
Memorial Airfield in Thames on 
September 10, to commemorate 
the Battle of Britain.

One hundred and thirty-five 
New Zealand airmen were in-
volved in the 1940 conflict, as the 
nearly four-month battle played 
out in Britain’s skies.

The event was a solemn affair. 
Officials including Lieutenant 
Colonel Stewart Dines from the 
British High Commission in Wel-
lington, Royal New Zealand Air 
Force Group Captain Mike Can-
non, Thames-Coromandel Mayor 
Len Salt, Coromandel MP Scott 
Simpson, and Geoff Furkert, pres-
ident of the Sir Keith Park Memo-
rial Airfield society, were invited 
to pay their respects to those who 
fought in the battle. 

It was also an opportunity to 
reflect on the achievements of Sir 
Keith Park himself, as the airfield 
society works towards completion 
of the Look Skywards project, a 
tribute to the Thames man who 
was one of New Zealand’s greatest 
aviators.

Stage one of the project, a rep-
lica of the Hurricane fighter Sir 
Keith flew during the battle, was 
erected at the entrance to the air-
field during the Battle of Britain 
commemorations in September, 
2020. 

Stage two will be a 2.3 metre 
bronze statue of the man by 
sculptor Joanne Sullivan, to be 
installed under the Hurricane. 

The airfield society is currently 
raising funds to complete the 
statue, with the aim of installing 
it at next year’s Battle of Britain 
commemorations.

RNZAF Group Captain Mike Cannon addresses the crowd. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air


