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Running 
for rhinos

Mark Samson’s living 
room floor is covered 

in running gear and survival 
supplies. The 63-year-old 
Waihī resident is prepar-
ing his 25 litre hiking pack 
for the experience of a life-
time - the For Rangers Ul-
tra in Kenya, which is run by 
Save the Rhino International.

Billed as “an epic self-
sufficient foot-race”, the 
ultramarathon covers 230 
kilometres over five days, 
beginning on September 4. 

The trail will take 100 
runners through five dif-
ferent wildlife conservan-
cies, most of which are 
not open to the public. 

The beneficiaries of this 
once-in-a-lifetime extreme 
event are the rangers who 
patrol the conservancies, 
defending the endangered 
wildlife from poachers. 

During the race, they 
will also be patrolling, ri-
fles out, to protect the run-
ners as they trek through 
the heart of the savanna. 

Mark, a graphic designer 
and photographer, found the 

race on YouTube while re-
searching ultramarathons. 

Having already vis-
ited other parts of Africa 
in the past, he said sign-
ing up was a no-brainer. 

“My wife and I, we’re pas-
sionate about travel, we’re 
passionate about wildlife 
photography and I’m pas-
sionate about running. And 
we’re constantly doing dif-
ferent adventures that com-
bine those things,” Mark said. 

“We’re quite passionate 
about conservation as well. So 
yeah, it ticked every box for us.”

Once the race begins, Mark 
won’t be completely deserted.

Each night tents and cots are 
provided; fresh water stations 
are dotted along the course. 

Still, it will be a long 
and difficult trek, with 
upwards of 40km of 
ground to cover each day. 

It’s mostly dirt roads and 
four-wheel-drive tracks with 
no tree cover, and the tem-
perature ranges from about 
two degrees celsius over-
night, to as hot as 30 de-
grees during the day. The 
terrain varies from rocky

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Sixty-three year old Mark 
Samson is taking on a 230 km 

ultramarathon in Kenya. 
Photo: SUPPLIEDCONTINUED ON P2

Ryan en route towards Toyota 86 campaign, P3
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Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display advertise-
ments in The Valley 

Profile, then email admin@valley-
profile.co.nz with your full name 
and postal address, and the busi-
ness name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to go 
in the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last issue it was in the Tim McWat-
ters ad.
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Police have not said whether they’ve 
been able to apprehend the multiple 

offenders who smashed up Goldfields Mall 
in Thames around 2am on July 6. 

Instead, enquiries are continuing as the 
impacted stores “work through the pro-
cess” of repair.

On Monday, a police spokesperson 
told The Profile that enquiries into the 
crime - which saw multiple vehicles driv-
ing through a set of doors at Goldfields, 
smashing into The Warehouse, Vice Vape 
Co and a computer kiosk, and exiting out 
of the main entrance - were ongoing.

They asked to hear from anyone who 
had information about the incident or 
those involved.

Mall manager John Freer said he would 
like to see the offenders apprehended. 

But the affected stores and customers 
had been “really understanding”, he said.

“Obviously, at the time, they were inter-
ested in what happened, but they’ve been 
very accepting,” he said. 

“It’s now up to the Police, and we can 
just hope that they do catch the people 
who were responsible for it.” 

Earlier, Mr Freer said some of the shops 
were run by solo business owners, and 
while he felt for the mall tenants, he did 
not “have a lot of sympathy” for the ram 
raiders. 

He had no time frame for when the 
mall’s smashed doors would be replaced. 
DETAILS: If anyone has any details about the 
July 6 ram raid, they can get in touch by call-
ing the Police 105 number, or online at www.
police.govt.nz/use-105 using “Update Re-
port”. Please quote file number 230706/3829.

No arrests 
after ram raid
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

outcrops to dry river beds; through ravines 
flanked by towering red rock, and across 
open grasslands under the shadow of Mt 
Kenya. 

“I still haven’t decided [whether to try 
and win or not] - I think that decision will 
get made in probably the first 5km,” Mark 
said of his goals for the race. 

“I’m not gonna bury myself in pain to try 
and win. I’ve got a camera that I’m taking 
with me, and if I see something spectacu-
lar, I’m going to stop and take pictures. 

“But I don’t think the event itself is really 
oriented around winning. 

“It’s an immersive experience and I 
figure I can’t really lose, because even if 
something happens and I have to walk the 
whole thing, you’re never ever going to get 
[another] chance to be in those wildlife 
conservancies with rangers around you, 
protecting you and just being surrounded 
by the wildlife.” 

Win or lose, though, training for the race 
has been intense. 

“I downloaded a programme that was 
specifically designed for multi day stage 
races, so I’ve basically just been following 
that programme since April,” he said. 

“And just in this last week I’ve had a few 
signals that my training’s on track, it’s re-
ally starting to hit a sort of peak volume 
now.” 

Mark has been hitting around 100km a 
week, going through a pair of shoes every 
couple of months. 

Luckily, his sponsor, Salming NZ, has 
helped him out with gear. 

“I’ve gone through six pairs of shoes in 
training … I can get about 1000 kms out 
of them and [then] the cushioning tends to 
go,” he said. 

The company has also made t-shirts for 
him to sell, as part of the fundraising por-
tion of his preparations. 

“People have [also] been making dona-
tions through the website, and we had 

a fundraising event last week. In total 
the fundraising so far has reached about 
$3500. I’ve been blown away,” Mark said. 

All the funds from the race and the com-
petitors’ own fundraising goes to the For 
the Rangers fund. 

“The poaching thing is bigger than I ever 
imagined. It’s massive cartels,” Mark said. 

“They’re hugely funded, way more than 
the rangers themselves, who’ve got gov-
ernment funding plus backing from Save 
the Rhino and stuff like that.

“[But] the poachers come out there with 
all the latest technology. And the ruthless-
ness - they’ll kill anybody.”

Going up against the poaching cartels is 
a dangerous job: 1000 rangers have been 
killed in the past ten years alone. Fundrais-
ing helps them pay for valuable life insur-
ance for their families, as well as providing 
equipment and uniforms. 

“It’s a full-on war, there’s no prisoners,” 
Mark said. 

“A lot of the rangers live in what we 
would judge as pretty poor conditions, and 
for them to even have a uniform to wear is 
quite a big deal. So having life insurance 
and medical insurance for those people is 
really important.”

Mark continues loading his pack, kitch-
en scales out as he painstakingly considers 
the benefit versus weight versus bulk of 
each item on the list. 

He’s eager to get going, especially now 
his training has hit its peak. The risk of 
injury and fatigue have him planning to 
taper off his training efforts, although he 
will take a few days to acclimatise in Kenya 
before the race begins. 

“I’m conscious not to get too cocky - I’m 
better off going to the race undercooked 
than overdone,” he said.

“[But] I’m beyond excited.”
DETAILS: Search for Mark’s Save the Rhino 
Ultramarathon Mission 2023 on Facebook to 
donate and follow Mark’s 
journey.

Running to save the  rhinos
CONTINUED FROM P1
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BONUS Serenity
Essence Starter Bundle
Over $500 in value!

BONUS Sere

50%
off.
Serenity Essence.

*Offer valid to 08.08.23 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products
are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. The Bonus Serenity Essence Starter Bundle is available with any size Serenity Essence matress or ensemble (matress and base) purchased during the promotional period 05.07.23 to 08.08.23. The Bonus
Serenity Essence Starter Bundle consists of 2 x Sleepyhead Evolve Smart Fibre Mid Profile Medium Support Pillows, 1 x Sleepyhead Waterproof Terry Cotton Mattress Protector Pack and 1 x Evolve 300gsm Regenerated Polyester Fibre Duvet Inner (Mattress Protector and Duvet size will match the mattress size purchased, except for King Single where the Duvet size supplied will be a Long
Double). The Queen Size Serenity Essence Starter Bundle is valued at $529RRP. RRP value is specific to the Serenity Essence Starter Bundle size. Single and King Single Serenity Essence Starter Bundles include 1 x pillow per bundle. Not available on 3-year interest free finance. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. This offer is only available at participating BedsRus stores.

The experts in sleep.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 sealey st, thames | PH 07 868 6128

DRIVE AND VOLUNTEER MENTOR
We support people to get their driver license.
We run courses and mentored practical driving
practice in our Valley Toyota car.
We have got students who need mentors to help guide
their practical driving practice to pass their restricted
licenses.
Would you like to -
• Give back to your community and make a difference
in someone else’s life?

• Pass on your driving knowledge and experience?
• Share your experiences to make the roads safer?
• Are you able to give 2 hours per week to a student
driver using the centre’s car?

If you’re interested please contact the centre.
Txt/ph: 027 868 9797 - Email: tccdrivermentor@gmail.com or message on FB.

Ph: 027 868 9797
Email: tcrc@xtra.co.nz
www.thamescommunitycentre.org

�
�
�

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Ryan en route towards Toyota 86 campaign
Ryan Denize has done all the 

right things to get ready for 
the biggest race of his life.

The 17-year-old’s stint in 
motorsport began around four 
years ago, when he started rac-
ing in autocross events. 

He then moved on to track 
racing at Hampton Downs, 
time trials, dual sprints, and 
multi-car sprints, before he 
proved himself in the im-
proved production cars 
category, claiming 
first overall during 
a recent North Is-
land champion-
ship.

He’s now 
gearing up for 
a premier-level 
event that at-
tracts rising 
racers and some 
of the highest 
profile names in 
New Zealand mot-
orsport - the Toyota 
86 Championship. 

“All of the cars are the 
same, which is why it’s so 
competitive,” he said. 

“It 100 per cent comes down 
to the driver’s skills.” 

The championship kicks off 
in November, and Ryan, from 
Patetonga, has shown his dedi-
cation by organising MacKenzie 
Motorsport to help run his car.

But the racing season will cost 
him $150,000, and he requires 
sponsorship and donations to 
help get him over the line.

  Ryan Denize needs the community’s backing in his bid for a Toyota 86 series win.                         Photos: SUPPLIED

“We’re 
committed now, there’s no go-
ing back, and we will make it 
happen,” Ryan told The Profile. 

“I’ve known about this spe-
cific 86 race since 2017 when we 
first watched it. Dad said to me: 
‘You’re going to do this one day. 
If you want it, you can make it 
happen’.” 

At 17, Ryan has been - and 

will be - competing along-
side people of all ages, most 

of them experienced adults who 
have been racing for a number 
of years.

But when he gets behind the 
wheel, he said any nerves about 
the race dissipate when his foot 
hits the accelerator. 

“I know I will be competitive, 
and I know I’ll have a chance of 
winning,” he said. “I know what 
I want out of this.” 

The Toyota 86 series returns 
this year for its eleventh cham-

pionship season, after making 
its debut on New Zealand’s race 
tracks in 2013.

It will welcome a fresh draft 
of racers across a close-fought 
six-round battle, starting in No-
vember and finishing in April, 
2024.

Ryan’s car has been spon-
sored by Dayle ITM, which has 
a branch in Kōpū, and the Hau-
raki Plains College pupil hopes 
the race will be a stepping stone 
towards a professional career. 

He said he was a “country kid 

chasing a dream” but the cost 
of participating in the 86 se-
ries was an “enormous” finan-
cial hurdle for him to overcome 
alone.
DETAILS: To help Ryan with spon-
sorship or donations, contact dad 
Andy on 027 459 1293 or find Ryan 
Denize on Facebook. A Givealittle 
page has also been established to 
help Ryan. Visit givealittle.co.nz/ 
and search for  ‘Ryan Denize’.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PRE 2000’S MOTORBIKE RESTORATIONS,
SPECIALIZED PAINT WORK & REPAIRS

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE 867 7195 l 027 372 4797
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

Beryl Riley
for Coromandel

there. I’ll be in your area
d I’d love to catch up.
stalls at all our local markets on the Coromandel so

e and talk to me about your issues and concerns.
e and say hello!

5/8 - Paeroa Car Boot Sun 6/8 - Whangamata
12/8 - Thames Sun 13/8 - Ngatea

Authorised by Bob Salmond, 187 Featherston Street, Wellington
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Or just come
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Sat

If you can’t make it I can come and
meet with a group / cottage meeting.
Contact me on 027 780 0033
Beryl.riley@labour.org.nz

/BerylRileyLabour

IN IT
FORYOU

Spring festival aims to attract

A new festival aiming to bring more 
visitors to the Coromandel is calling 

on local creatives to come on board.
The Coromandel Artbeat Spring Fes-

tival is an umbrella festival promoting 
arts events, workshops, exhibitions, 
and performances happening across the 
Hauraki-Coromandel between Septem-
ber and December this year.

The programme already includes 
the Colville Festival, Steampunk The 
Thames, the Whangamatā Arts Collec-
tive’s ‘Art After Dark’ exhibition, the 
Thames Heritage Festival and the Coro-
mandel Open Studio Arts Tour.

“With the Coromandel Artbeat Spring 
Festival we want to create, connect and 
celebrate the creative people in our 
communities,” Creative Coromandel - 
He Mana Toi Moehau chairperson Fio-
na Cameron said.

“By creating this ‘umbrella festival’ - a 
one stop shop for arts events in the re-
gion - we’re making it easy for anyone, 
anywhere to plan a day, weekend, week 
or all three months exploring the Coro-
mandel Peninsula and Hauraki rohe.”

The Coromandel Artbeat Spring Fes-
tival is led by Creative Coromandel, a 
charitable trust that champions the ar-
ea’s arts, artists and creative industries.

Fiona said she hoped the festival 
would help strengthen and reinvigorate 
businesses and communities after the 
Covid-19 pandemic and severe weather 
events impacted the area both economi-
cally and socially.

Creative Coromandel recognised that 
art was at the heart of many communi-
ties around the peninsula, she said.

Fiona Cameron.           Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“That’s why this festival celebrates the 
‘artbeat’ of our people.”

Thames-Coromandel District Mayor 
Len Salt has also come on board with 
the springtime festival, and said he was 
“delighted” by the initiative.

“There are so many talented, crea-
tive people in our district, and bringing 
events and activities associated with the 
arts together under this umbrella will 
make it easier for people to build the 
arts into their visit to the Coromandel,” 
he said.

Festival organisers are now calling on 
local creatives to get in touch with infor-
mation about any events planned over 
the festival period.
DETAILS: If you have an event you would 
like promoted for free as part of the festi-
val email info@creativecoromandel.co.nz.
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ANNIVERSARY SALE
PUREFLEX
Queen Mattress + Base

POSTURE REST
PLUSH

Queen Mattress + Base

All sizes available

EUROPAEDIC
Queen Mattress + Base

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement.

All sizes available All sizes available

$1345
NOW ONLY

NOW $2465
WAS $6163

NOW $2885
WAS $5770

$

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY*
ON PURCHASES ABOVE $999 WITHIN 15KM RADIUS FROM STORE

60%

OFF
50%

OFF

ROCK
BOTTOM
PRICE!

FREE PILLOWS
Get 2x Teddy Fleece Pillows with

Pureflex Queen Sleepset

FREE MATTRESS
PROTECTOR

FREE TENCEL
DUVET

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 4pm / Sun 10am - 3pm Ph: 07 868 3332

with every Posture Rest Plush Sleepset with every Europaedic Queen Sleepset

Food donated after performance for homeless

A “car-load” of food supplies 
has been delivered to the 

Thames Foodbank after a per-
formance dedicated to the mar-
ginalised members of the com-
munity. 

St George’s Community 
Choir held a performance of 
Street Requiem last month, a 
“relatively new” work that the 
choir said was to 
remember those 
who had died on 
the streets, and 
to bring hope 
to communities 
struggling with 
street violence.

It had its pre-
miere in Mel-
bourne in 2014, 
and was brought 
to Thames audi-
ences by the choir’s musical 
director and conductor, Sandie 
Davis-Roberts, who sung Street 
Requiem back in 2017 with an-
other choir in Auckland. 

The performance - which 
was in collaboration with seven 
other city choirs - raised funds 
for many organisations, includ-
ing the Auckland City Mission.

“She’s now retired to Thames, 
and so she suggested we should 
do it here and it just fit,” com-
mittee member Karen Ruddock 
said. 

“This is probably the first 

time one of our performances 
has given back to the commu-
nity.”

For the show, members of the 
choir wore an orange ribbon, 
which they said aimed to recog-
nise the marginalised people of 
the community. They called for 
donations of money and food 
items to donate to the Thames 
Foodbank, located on Mary St. 

Run by the Living Well Trust, 
the food bank acts as an essen-

tial donation and 
collection point 
for the area, and 
manager Caroline 
Talbot said she 
was grateful for 
the choir’s gener-
osity. 

“It’s important 
for the people who 
receive it - and 
that’s anybody 
who has a need,” 

she said. 
“Things happen in life where 

people end up being in need… 
and they can come in here or 
they can come in via other 
agencies.” 

The performance of Street 
Requiem was a timely one, 
with The Profile in May re-
porting that up to a dozen 
displaced people had erected 
homes made out of tarps and 
tents alongside Danby Field in 
Thames. 

They said they venture to the 
Thames Baptist Church, which 

the trust operates within, every 
morning for breakfast. They’re 
also provided with a hot lunch 
once a week which they said 
was “a big help”.

But Caroline said anyone 
in need could utilise the food 
bank service. It is open Monday 
to Thursday, 9am-11.30am. 

St George’s Community Choir held 
a performance of Street Requiem 

last month.
Photo: SUPPLIED

“Things happen 
in life where peo-
ple end up being 

in need… and they 
can come in here 
or they can come 
in via other agen-

cies.”
- Caroline Talbot Choir committee members Barbara Tegg and Karen Ruddock, with Food Bank manager Caroline Talbot, centre.

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

PROFESSIONAL , HONEST AND RELIABLE HOME KILL

PROCESSING AVAILABLE

CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING

Homemade Old Fashioned 
Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site

Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

404 Pollen Street Thames 
Ph: 0223809735  email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com  

website: burtoncatering.co.nz    facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

Wecare about each other,we care about looking after
the environment andwe care about keeping

our communities vibrant and safe.

Our Awards recognise people thatmake
a positive difference in our communities in

somany differentways.

IN THE HAURAKI DISTRICT WE CARE
NOMINATIONSNOWOPEN!

Nominations open until 4pm, Friday 8September 2023.

Formore information or to nominate someone, visit our website
https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/community/awards

or call into any of our offices or libraries.

‘Vibe’ results to be presented to board
The results of a survey con-

ducted to determine the 
vibe of Thames’ attempt at 
“adaptive urbanism” will be 
presented to the local commu-
nity board on August 2.

The survey amassed more 
than 1400 responses and cen-
tred around the closure of 
Mary St to through traffic, the 
construction of which began in 
February, 2021. 

The project was partly fund-
ed by Waka Kotahi New Zea-
land Transport Agency as part 
of its 

Innovating Streets for People 
programme, which supported 
32 councils across Aotearoa 
to deliver 78 projects aimed 
at creating “safer and more 
accessible environments” and 
reducing “vehicle speeds and 
volumes”.

But Thames-Coromandel 
District Council’s version of 
the adaptive urbanism - which 
it was given $320,125 in Waka 
Kotahi funding for - has been 
met with varying opinions 
since it was established more 
than two years ago.

Two petitions - one ‘for’ and 
one ‘against’ The Vibe were 
presented to elected members, 
while businesses along Pollen 
St have spoken of the space 
attracting anti-social behav-
iours.

When The Profile asked 
Waka Kotahi its thoughts sur-
rounding Thames’ Vibe, its 
manager for urban mobility 
Kathryn King said the council 
was responsible for decisions 
around whether the project re-
mained in place.

She said the Create the Vibe 
project came out of the coun-
cil’s Long Term Plan, and it 
was the council that was re-
sponsible for community en-

gagement, design, and imple-
mentation of the project.

She did not provide com-
ments as to whether the trans-
port agency was aware of the 
public’s mixed opinions on the 
space.

Waka Kotahi provided fund-
ing of $29 million to councils 
from Northland to Invercargill 
for the 

Innovating Streets for People 
programme.

Using adaptive urbanism, 
projects were implemented in 
the form of pilots, pop-ups, or 
interim treatments, allowing 
people to test “living, breath-
ing versions” of designs and 
provide feedback in real time. 

This process allowed for con-
tinual improvement of the de-
sign while it was in place, Kath-
ryn said.

How the design worked in 
practice and community feed-

The Create the Vibe pedestrian space has been met with varying opinions since it was established more 
than two years ago.                                 File Photo

back then informed future per-
manent street changes.

Of the 78 projects approved 
for funding as part of Innovat-
ing Streets for People, 16 pro-
jects did not install or withdrew 
from the programme, while 62 
projects were installed. 

At the end of the programme 
in 2021, an evaluation was car-
ried out and at that time, 49 
projects remained in place [63 
per cent], three projects were 
installed permanently - with 
a significant adaptation or 
partial removal - four were re-
moved earlier than their origi-
nal proposed timeline and six 
were projects designed to be 
short term events and there-
fore were no longer in place. 

“As councils are ultimately 
responsible for the projects 
they delivered, Waka Kotahi 
does not have more up to date 
information about which Inno-
vating Streets for People pro-
jects are currently in place,” 
Kathryn said.

Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council said it originally 
spent $35,569 of commu-
nity board funds to set up the 
space, but in June, 2022, elect-
ed members voted to retain 
the Create the Vibe trial for a 
further 12 months, replacing 
some materials as required at 
a cost of up to $15,000.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2009 Toyota Vellfire
2.4Lt Auto, Big 7 Seater,
Immac Cond, Low Km

$14,990
2012 Mitsubishi Triton

5 Speed, Diesel, 4X4

$16,990
LOOK

2015 Toyoya Fielder S/W
Hybrid Auto, Immaculate Condition

$13,990

2015 Nissan Navara
D/Cab, Man Diesel, 2WD, Low Km,
Top Condition

$17,990

Toyota Hiace
2.7Lt, Manual, Diesel, 12 Seat Coach,
AS TRADED

$6,990
BARGAIN

2016 Holden Cruze
1.8Ltr Auto, NZ New, Top Value

$11,990
2010 Holden Captiva

2.4Lt 4WD, 7 Seater

VALUE
$9,990

2012 Nissan Mica
Auto, Good Kms, Top Condition,

NZ New

$8,990

Warm PJs for 
Hauraki tamariki

  

At least 300 Hauraki tamariki 
have benefited from a cosy ini-

tiative that gifted each child a new 
set of warm pyjamas for winter. 

Inspired by the Middlemore 
Foundation’s Jammies for June 
fundraiser, Waihī woman Nath-
alie Visser took it upon herself to 
make sure the campaign created a 
positive impact closer to home. 

After purchasing new pairs of 
pyjamas, Nathalie, who works 
for Hauraki District Council, ap-
proached her colleagues and coun-
cil chief executive Langley Cavers - 
and they all came on board to back 
the campaign, setting up collection 
points in the district’s libraries and 
service centres.

The fundraiser grew in size and 
strength, and by the initiative’s 
end, almost $1300 was raised 
from cash donations, and more 
than 280 pairs of pyjamas were 
donated. 

There were also dressing gowns, 
bed socks, and blankets donated, 
too. 

“A bit of a roadblock was distri-
bution - finding who could distrib-
ute the pyjamas and making sure 
they were going to the kids that 
needed them,” Nathalie said.

“I managed to get in touch with 
Plunket and the Hauraki Māori  
Trust Board… and we were able to 
identify families in need and they 
were really happy to get behind it.”

The Hauraki Māori  Trust Board, 
as well as local schools throughout 
the district, also took part in ‘py-
jama days’ to raise funds.

“We only had three weeks be-
cause I started a bit late, but the 
response that we had and what we 
achieved in those three weeks was 
just amazing,” Nathalie said.

“You can’t beat getting into a 
snuggly pair of pyjamas at the end 
of the day, and I have grandkids 
now, so I love getting them warm 
for the night, so it’s really nice to 
know that there are kids out there 
that are also going to benefit from 
this.” 

With the almost $1300 in dona-
tions, Nathalie was able to head 
into Postie Plus in Thames to pick 
up the pyjamas - and she said the 
store had to outsource the night-
wear from all over New Zealand. 

Overall, she and the distribu-
tors felt like “Santa Claus” giving 
the children something to snug-
gle into over winter. They’d love to 
have another crack at it in 2024, 
she said.

“There were definitely some 
learnings from doing it this time 
round, but we’d love to do it again 
and perhaps start a bit earlier next 
year and extend it out to the busi-
nesses around the district.

“If we have a little bit more time 
to run the promotion, we may be 
able to get even more support.”

Nathalie Visser led a campaign that saw at least 300 children gifted a new set of warm pyjamas.          Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS
The Country Store 6 Front Miranda Road, Waitakaruru
Featuring Allpress Espresso Real Fruit Ice Cream, Cold Drinks, Hot/Cold Snacks + more

REGISTERED and READY TO GO

• 4/5 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom Home.
• Cottage in need of upgrade - ideal B&B

or extended family
• 2 Lock-Up Double Garages
• See Article Above

PLUS

Iconic building ideally sited on main Auckland-Coromandel
route, opposite the Council refreshment stop. Tons of parking.

The owner is looking for a go getter person/family to move in
and kick start the shop for summer.
Flexible Vendor Terms for suitable applicant
•PURCHASE FREEHOLD - Deferred settlement

- Vendor Finance options
•LEASE or LEASE TO BUY - Minimal ingoing required

- Rental holiday

Phone owner - 021 801 601

Joe Karam inside the historic Country Store on Front Miranda Rd.                           Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

An opportunity to lease 
or purchase The Coun-

try Store, comprising a fully 
operational café and at-
tached four-bedroom home 
at 6 Front Miranda Rd, has 
become available due to a 
change in family circum-
stances associated with 
owner, former All Black Joe 
Karam.

Karam purchased the build-
ing in January 2022 and the 
cafe opened in October. The 
state-of-art ALLPRESS coffee 
equipment and Little-Gem 
Ice-cream machine, fridges, 
freezers, food warmer and 
POS are still in place ready to 
go for a new operator.

It is perfectly positioned on 
the intersection of SH25 and 
the Miranda road with ample 
parking, and is directly oppo-
site the public toilets which 
are so convenient for passing 
travellers. 

According to Karam, the 
toilets are very popular and 
have a reputation as some of 
the cleanest in the country. 

“It’s about halfway between 
Whitianga and Auckland. 
Passers-by stop here to go to 
the loo, let the kids and dogs 
stretch their legs, and get a 
coffee, cold drink, snack or 
ice-cream while they’re at it,” 
he said.

As well as general traffic 
and locals, it is on the popu-

Historic home and shop available in Waitakaruru
ADVERTORIAL

lar Hauraki Rail Trail and the 
main route for Aucklanders 
travelling to and from Coro-
mandel holiday spots. 

“The customer base was 
steadily growing until my 
daughter moved on a few 

months ago.”
The comfortable and spa-

cious attached house has a 
heat pump, HRV ventilation, 
a great wood-burner and has 
recently been reroofed. There 
is a large covered veranda at 

the back looking out to the 
Firth.

Schooling is very conveni-
ent with Waitakaruru Primary 
just down the road and the 
bus to Hauraki Plains College 
picks up and drops off at the 

front door.
The building was originally 

the Royal Harrison Hotel in 
Kuaotunu on the Coromandel 
Peninsula. It was dismantled 
and brought by barge to Wai-
takaruru in about 1916. The 
original post office building 
beside it has a bathroom and 
kitchen area, and with some 
refurbishment could make 
an ideal AirBnB or extended 
family space.

A few years ago the previ-
ous owner passed away, and 
the property became very di-
lapidated, Karam said. 

“We removed a dozen 9-cu-
bic metre bins of rubbish 
when we took over last Janu-
ary.”

Karam is willing to negoti-
ate an arrangement with a 
suitable applicant. He said it 
could be sold outright with a 
variety of vendor assistance 
terms or leased with rent 
holiday and minimal ingoing.

“Ideally, I would like to sell 
to or partner with a go-getter 
family who can see the po-
tential, but the living accom-
modation and shop could be 
separated, if necessary, on 
lease terms. If I was 20 years 
younger I would get stuck 
into it myself!”

ENQURIES: Mr Karam can 
be contacted on the phone 
number in the advertisement 
below.
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HUSTLER Round Bale FeederGILTRAP G2 Bale Feeder

UN LM105

Rear fence, Bearing covers, Front end loader reader
(require brackets), Covered drive shaft to eliminate feed
wrapping, Dual latch hooks for stronger headstock &

feeding cradle connection

Large diameter high tensile fork tines, Different length
fork tines for easy & quick engagement, Guide plates &

bushes to ensure a snug fit in the cradle,
Strong rolled RHS headstock

4 YEAR
warranty

$10,700 +GST $10,350 +GSTfrom from

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

myfeed.co.nz | Brettp@myfeed.co.nz

All blends are custom made through a mixer wagon so
all your girls are getting the same uniform feed/minerals.

Custom made to fit your farming system and diet requirements.

We work while you & your girls Make the Moolah!

CALLNOW 0272 240 728

YOUR LOCAL FEED SUPPLIER IN PAEROA

PK/Molasses.
Bulk products direct.
Custom Blends all through mixer wagon
for a more uniform blend.
Minerals/Trace Minerals/Custom
Made Mineral Blends.
Contracts.
Auger and bulk delivery for silo
and bunker.

CALFMEAL

Highly palatable Calf Meal with all the
Vitamins & Minerals with Coccidiostat.
Available in 500kg and 1000kg bulk bags.
Competitively Priced.

Pellets

Blends

Less/No Dust

High
Energy Oil

Freshwater farm plans to help farmers 
improve local waterways will be pro-

gressively phased in across the country, 
Agriculture Minister Damien O’Connor 
and Environment Minister David Parker 
have announced.

 Cabinet has confirmed the freshwater 
farm plan regulations, which are part of 
the government’s Essential Freshwater 
package, to improve freshwater health 
and management.

 “Freshwater farm plans will be phased 
in region by region over the coming years 
to ensure they are practical, starting in 
parts of the Waikato and Southland on 
August 1,” Damien O’Connor said.

“This step provides farmers certainty, 
and they will have 18 months to prepare 
their first plan after the regulations take 
effect in their region.”

Freshwater farm plans would allow for 
flexibility and variability within farming 
systems, rather than a one size fits all ap-
proach, he said. 

 “We’ve listened to and acted on the 
concerns of the sector around how to 
make a system workable on the ground 
and roll it out in a way that gives farmers 
time to make the necessary preparations.

 “Demonstrating our sustainability 
credentials is critical for future export 
growth and this is a key part of that sto-
ry.”

 Over time, farmers and growers will 
need a freshwater farm plan if they have 

20 hectares or more in arable or pastoral 
use, five hectares or more in horticultural 
use, or 20 hectares or more in combined 
use.

 Legislation enabling freshwater farm 
plans was passed in 2020 as an amend-
ment to the Resource Management Act.

There has been extensive consulta-
tion with farmers since then, including 
successful piloting and on-farm testing 
across the country.

“Industry businesses and groups such 
as Fonterra and Beef + Lamb New Zea-
land, along with regional councils, have 
led the way in encouraging the develop-
ment of freshwater farm plans,” David 
Parker said. 

 “The freshwater farm plan regula-
tions are another step in the progression 
towards widespread adoption of these 
plans that will, over time, lift the quality 
of our rural waterways.

 “The government is investing $22.5 
million from the Essential Freshwater 
fund to help farmers, growers and advi-
sors develop the plans.”

 The rollout period for the remaining 
regions will be outlined before the end of 
this year. 
Who needs a freshwater farm plan? 
All pastoral or arable land-use of more than 
20 hectares; All horticultural land-use of 
5ha or more; Any combination of the land 
uses above equal to or greater than 20ha. 
More info: www.legislation.govt.nz.

Freshwater farm 
plans to be phased in
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Sale
on

Buxton
leather
handbags

• Cushions • Jewellery • Wall Art
• MASKS• Handbags & Accessories

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

WOOD & COPPER EXHIBITIONWOOD & COPPER EXHIBITION
with artists Mark Caton, owen Marsh

& helen stuart

Thames Art Gallery
Old North School

604 Tararu Road, Thames

August 1 to September 18August 1 to September 18
10am - 2pm weekdays
10am - 4pm weekends

Authorised by Scott Simpson,
614 Pollen St, Thames.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Contact me anytime

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Museum calls for writers of Paeroa
Paeroa and District Historical 

Society Museum curator Law-
rie Smith is searching for writers 
and researchers who like a chal-
lenge, as the society makes a push 
towards compiling years of his-
tory into written stories. 

The museum, located on 
Paeroa’s Normanby Rd, is cur-
rently overflowing with papers, 
memoirs, journals and scrap-
books, many brought in as people 
clear out family estates. 

“Everybody’s written about 
[Paeroa], you know, there’s a 
number of writers that started 
something and they’ve died be-
fore they’ve finished it but their 
families just give us the work,” 
Lawrie said.

“Well, it’s almost as much work 
taking that and trying to recycle 
it.”

The museum previously pub-
lished the Ohinemuri Regional 
History Journal in conjunction 
with the Waihī Arts Centre and 
Museum Association. It’s stories 
like these that Lawrie would like 
to see produced again. 

“It’s a voluntary thing, much 
like the Treasury, and we haven’t 
got the people with the writing 
skills,” he said. 

“That’s what I’m after, trying 
to find the people to come and 
help to add to the future. Some-
body that can come in, we can 
give them a heap of stuff and say, 
‘what do you think’?”

The stories needed to be made 
available, Lawrie said, in a way 
that would make them accessible 

Paeroa and District Historical Society Museum 
curator Lawrie Smith is on the hunt for 

writers. 
Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

for people interested in the history 
of the area. “I just think the stories 
should be completed a bit more 
and kept at the museum because 
that’s what it is, a repository of 
history,” he said.

“If someone’s moved into the 
town … after six months they’ll be 
thinking, well what can I do? Am I 
going to play bowls, am I going to 

do this? Some people are writers.”
Lawrie said stories like the ones 

in the Ohinemuri Journal were 
as important a record as newspa-
pers, providing a snapshot of eve-
ryday life in the region. 

“A lot of work went into those 
too by various people over a long 
period of time,” he said.

“We were putting this book [Oh-

inemuri Journal] out once a year, 
twice a year at one stage. These are 
all stories written by people from 
here, about the people here.”

Lawrie said the museum also 
had plenty of resources already 
available, including a well-stocked 
library, for those who wanted to 
do research of their own.

“What I say to a lot of people is, 

if you want to study history read 
the first six copies of [the Ohine-
muri Journal]. I refer to the jour-
nals all the time.” 
DETAILS: To get involved, contact 
Lawrie Smith, Ph 07 862 8045 or visit 
the museum from Tuesday to Friday, 
12-3pm.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

TE MAHI - Upskill
Learn to earn

To all fridge door swingers, couch surfers and screen
queens who have dreamt of fixing the world and starting
a revolution but can’t
start a lawn mower, we
can pave the way to
your next job.

Our FREE 15 week course is a Level 3 programme giving
you confidence with all kinds of machinery - chainsaws,

quad & motorbikes, fencing & infrastructure.
Call now to check your eligibility

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

A speed review was conducted after resi-
dents and stakeholders raised safety con-
cerns about the impact the increase in traf-
fic was having on them, especially the high 
speeds, in areas where there are pedestri-
ans and cyclists and near schools/kura and 
marae. 

Concerns have also been raised about the 
higher risk of crashes and near misses on 
the narrow, windy sections of road due to 
the increased traffic. 

New speeds of 50km/h, 60km/h and 
80km/h will be implemented primarily 

through the many small communities and 
along the narrow and winding coastal sec-
tions between Thames and Coromandel. 

On the east coast two new reduced speed 
zones are being introduced at Coroglen and 
Te Rerenga, and existing reduced speed 
zones will be lowered at Kōpū, Kūaotunu, 
Wharekaho and Whangamatā. 

Additional edge marker posts, cats’ eyes, 
curve warning signs and road markings 
will also be installed to make the road safer, 
particularly at night. We are making these 
changes to ensure speed limits fit the cur-

rent use and conditions of the road. By mak-
ing the road safer for everyone, we are mini-
mising the risk and severity of crashes and 
consequent disruption to traffic, particularly 
along the narrow and windy sections of the 
road. These changes will begin taking effect 
in early August as new signage is installed. 
The speed limit is effective from the day the 
sign is in the ground.

The temporary speed reductions will 
be removed once the bridge reconnecting 
SH25A is open. 

- Supplied by Waka Kotahi

Activity ramps up on SH25A rebuild
Momentum is building at the summit of 
State Highway SH25A where work to build 
the bridge reconnecting Coromandel com-
munities is well underway.

Last week, a 100-tonne crane and 
100-tonne piling rig were brought up to the 
eastern side of the site. They are set up ready 
for the main bridge construction to begin 
this week at what will become the eastern 
abutment of the bridge.

The first step will be to wind in the seismic 
casings for the piles – the large tubular met-
al sleeve that provides unrestricted move-
ment of the top portion of the pile under 
earthquake loading. These casings are being 
cut to length in New Zealand and progres-
sively delivered to Kōpū, where they are be-
ing stored ready for use.

Test drilling to determine the depth of the 
piles has already been completed.

Elsewhere on site, work continues laying 
more drainage on the hill above and below 
the bridge site, and stabilising  access tracks 
with lime and cement so the machinery and 
rigs can be moved into position to drill the 
next set of piles.

Staff numbers on site are building as ac-
tivity ramps up and specialist crews are 
brought onboard for specific tasks such as 
piling, reinforcing, stabilising, drainage.

Off-site, the prefabricated bridge beams 
being manufactured in Hawke’s Bay by 
Eastbridge are taking shape in their factory. 
With 15 of these to be fabricated, the team 
there are working around the clock, seven 
days a week.
SPEED LIMIT LOWERED
Temporary speed limit changes are being 
made to sections of State Highway 25 to 
make the road safer while State Highway 
25A is closed. 

Traffic patterns on the peninsula have 
changed as more people use SH25 to get to 
and from the east coast of the peninsula. 

The 100-tonne piling rig is delivered to the SH25A site. BELOW: The 
first of 15 bridge beams being fabricated by teams working around 
the clock in Napier.                Photos: SUPPLIED/NZTA

KOPU-HIKUAI RD UPDATE

The SH25A rebuild project team has brought two young engineers back 
home to the Coromandel. James Davies, left, has holidayed at Pauanui 
all his life and lived there while studying, and Taylor Auld is from Thames. 
Both joined the project as site engineers, and their local links mean they are 
both very aware of the urgency of the project. “I have family and friends 
impacted by the road closure so know just how important this project is 
for local businesses and communities,” James said. “Our roles are towards 
the bottom of the org-chart, but we are part of a highly experienced team 
focussed on building the bridge as quickly as possible,” Taylor said. A former 
Thames High School student, Taylor studied engineering in Christchurch 
and worked for Fulton Hogan on several projects in the South Island over 
the past three years before being shoulder tapped to join the project team.
James finished his engineering degree at  the University of Auckland last 
year and joined McConnell Dowell’s Graduate Programme in February.
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3

• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

ENQUIRE TODAY!

Included in this year’s CCS allocation is the CCS Festival Fund,
which is a one-off funding boost fromGovernment to support
established festivals that celebrate the life experiences, stories,
cultures, and regional identities of New Zealanders, that continue
to be impacted by the effects of COVID-19 in 2023.

These funds will be distributed alongside our usual Creative
Communities Scheme funding rounds.You can apply using the CCS
application form, ensuring you include the word ‘Festival’ in the
title or project description.

Do you have a creative arts project
that needs to take flight?

Who is needed?
• People who know what’s happening in the arts locally
• People who have experience in one or more forms of art
• People from a range of communities
• People with specific cultural knowledge relevant to the arts
• People of all ages.We would particularly like to include young

people on the committee

What’s involved?
You’ll help assess applications for funding from artistic individuals
and community groups and attend assessment committee
meetings twice a year.

For more information go to https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
community/grants-funding/creative-communities-scheme

Applications close 4pmMonday 11 September 2023

This fabulous piece of pottery was on display at the
‘Clear as Mud’ art exhibition inWaihi - beautifully
crafted by Dorothy Armstrong titled Summer Garrden

If your project provides creative opportunitiees for
your community; engages with young peoplee (under
18 years) or celebrates and promotes the divverse
arts and cultural traditions of your communitty, then
don’t delay!

Applications are open to individuals and all aage
groups. Download the application form fromm our
websitewww.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/communitty/
grants-funding/creative-communities-schemme

Projects must take place between
1October 2023 and 30 September 2024.

Funding now open!
CreativeCommunities Scheme

CCS Festival Fund

Funding for local arts

We’re looking for people to help assess funding for
theCreativeCommunitiesScheme

Love the arts?
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Ph: 027 868 9797
Email: tcrc@xtra.co.nz
www.thamescommunitycentre.org

DRIVE AND VOLUNTEER
Pay no fees to get your driver license if you’re willing to give back volunteer time.
Learner courses and tests August 21 -23 and October 25-27
Supervised driving practice, lessons and tests Schedules set individually
Become a driving mentor Begin training now

MONEY MATES
Join Thames Budget Service at the centre for free weekly hour long sessions to help you get more out of your
dollar and give you skills to better manage money

Sept 13th 2-3 pm • Sept. 20th 2-3 pm • Sept. 27th 2–3pm • Oct. 4th 2-3pm

COMMUNITY GROUP GOVERNANCE
Community Waikato and the centre will host this free session for those on community committees and
boards. Learn more about what the trustee role is, how governance and operations co-exist and the need for
strategic thinking within our community groups. Sept 13th 5.30pm – 7.30 pm

NEED TECH
Receive individual tuition to help you set up that new phone; we’ll give advice on using emails, Facebook,
websites and even social connection apps, all at no cost. Donations welcomed. Tuition arranged by appointment.

For registrations or more course details please contact the centre on
027 868 9797 or tcrc@xtra.co.nz

�
�
�

We offer

201 Pollen St Thames • www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963
Paul Saunders 021 220 00980800 11 11 10

NEW MITSUBISHI PAJERO
SPORT VRX
One only
$59,990
+ ORC + CCF

Saunders Mitsubishi

2023 BUNNINGS WAREHOUSE
HEARTLAND CHAMPIONSHIP Pre Season Game
Saturday 5th August at Waitakaruru

Thames Valley SwampfoxesThames Valley Swampfoxes
vsvs

North Harbour DevelopmentNorth Harbour Development

FREE ENTRY

Heaven fields family legacy 102 years on
When Max Heaven took to 

the field this season for the 
Hauraki North Rugby Football 
Club, he was following a family 
legacy that first began more than 
100 years before.

The 21-year-old is the fifth gen-
eration of his family to play for 
the club, after his great-great-
grandfather, William O’Neil, first 
donned the uniform in 1921. 

Max’s selection to the Senior B 
team makes him the 12th mem-
ber of his line to play for the club.

“It’s definitely a cool feeling 
knowing those generations have 
run out and played on the same 
field for the same club,” Max said.

“I remember going down and 
watching North when I was re-
ally little, just going and watching 
the team. My dad wasn’t playing 
then but he would take us down. 
So I’ve always seen North play.”

The club was originally known 
as the Waitakaruru Rugby Foot-
ball Club, opening its doors some 
time around 1909. Since then, the 
“Blue Bulls”, as the players are 
known, have gone from strength 
to strength, in no small part due 
to the ongoing dedication of its 
long-standing families. 

Max’s great-uncle, Terry 
O’Neil, is the patriarch of the 
O’Neil family. He played in the 
50s and 60s, and was still mow-
ing the pitch as recently as last 
year. 

“There’s been a heap of clubs 
come and gone in this area,” Max 

Max Heaven takes to the field in his first season with the Blue Bulls.       
INSET: Max’s great-great-grandfather, William O’Neil, played for the 
club, in 1921.             Main Photo: CHILLED EDGE PHOTOGRAPHY
said. 

“But you know, when you see 
the crowds here, on the days we 
have rugby, it still gets a big fol-
lowing.”

Last season, the club fielded a 
girls’ side for the first time, as well 
as Senior A and B teams, with 
the Senior A team placing second 

in the premier final clash with 
Whangamatā on July 15. Club 
historian Peter Mitchell said the 
resurgence in interest was excit-
ing after a lean year previously, 
where only one team was fielded.

“We’ve had crowds here like 
back in the 1970s,” Peter said.

For Max, the game is a chance 

to reconnect with old school 
mates and have a bit of fun. 

“There’s a lot of players that 
I played with at Hauraki Plains 
College and even junior rugby, so 
there’s a lot of familiar faces out 
there,” he said.

“It’s been probably the most fun 
I’ve had playing rugby. 

“This first year playing seniors 
was a good challenge for our team.

“We didn’t really know what 
to expect, but we all had fun and 
ended up probably exceeding ex-
pectations for our first year play-
ing seniors.”

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ABOVE: Team photos show some of the generations of O’Neils and 
Heavens who played for Hauraki North, 1921 (top left) to 2023 
(bottom).          Photos: SUPPLIED

SPORTS
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721 Pollen St, Thames (Rose Cottage)
Mon - Fri 9am to 5pm

Twice Monthly clinics in Ngatea,
Te Aroha, Whangamata & Whitianga

littlefootpodiatry.co.nz
020 41941399 - littlefootpodiatry@gmail.com

What is
Bowen?

Bowen is muscle and
connective tissue

therapy, appropriate
for all ages.

Pam Smith
Registered
Professional
Bowtech
Practitioner
& Nurse

021 293 5896
Thames

pamjsmith.nz@gmail.com

How does
it work?

Bowen encourages
the body to

realign/balance
itself.

• Back Pain/Sciatica
• Groin Pain, Pelvic Tilt &
Uneven Leg Length
• Digestive & Bowel
Problems
• Stress &Anxiety
• Fibromyalgia

• Respiratory Problems &
Hay Fever
• Earache & TMJ Problems
• RSI, Carpal Tunnel &
Tennis Elbow
• Migraines & Other
Headaches

• Tinnitus
• Hip, Knee, Ankle &
Foot Problems
• Colic
(infants respond well)
• Neck & Shoulder Problems

Some of the conditions that
often respond favourably are:

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Efficient convenient prescrip�on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor�ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Te Kawaurua is one of Te Korowai’s 
newest kaupapa Māori driven 

navigation services that works 
alongside whānau and supports 
them in their experience with, their 
knowledge of, and access to, ACC and 
its services.

Our service name, Te Kawaurua is 
a symbolic reference to our manu 
and currents (au) that supported the 
navigation of waka from Hawaiki to 
Aotearoa. 

The significance of Kawau to our 
kaupapa is for their well known 

attributes of patience, awareness and 
purposeful action – all of which help 
influence and guide this kaupapa. 

With whānau at the forefront 
of their mahi, Te Kawaurua aims 
to act as a pou for whānau who are 
engaged in ACC services and help 
them navigate their way through – 
hei painga mō tātou o Hauraki.
How can you access Te Kawaurua - 
our ACC Navigation Service? 
Enquiries/Referrals can be made via 
email accnavigator@korowai.co.nz or 
by phone 0508 835 676 ext 291.

Understanding asthma
People with asthma and their families 
need education to understand more about 
their medical condition. It is a chronic lung 
disease affecting people of all ages. It is 
caused by inflammation and muscle tight-
ening around the airways, which makes it 
difficult to breathe. 

Symptoms can include coughing, wheez-
ing, shortness of breath and chest tight-
ness. These symptoms can be mild or se-
vere and can come and go over time. Al-
though it is a serious condition, it can be 
managed with the right treatment. 

Many factors have been linked to an in-
creased risk of developing asthma: it is 
more likely if other family members also 
have asthma - particularly a close relative, 
such as a parent or sibling. It is also more 
likely in people who have other allergic 
conditions such as eczema and hay fever. 

Asthma cannot be cured but there are 
several treatments available. The most 

common, is to 
use an inhaler, 
which delivers 
medication di-
rectly to the lungs. Some people with asth-
ma may need to use their inhalers every 
day and for children and during emergency 
situations, using an inhaler can be difficult. 
Using a spacer device makes it easier to use 
an aerosol inhaler. This helps the medicine 
reach the lungs more easily. 

At Health Ngatea, if you would like to 
make an appointment to see our Nurse 
Prescriber Nadia, she is available to discuss 
your symptoms, make sure you are taking 
the correct medication for your asthma, 
and using your inhalers correctly. Although 
asthma can be a serious condition, man-
aged correctly in combination with the 
medication that is right for you, will allow 
you to enjoy a normal, active life.

- Team Health Ngatea

New navigation service
Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing
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toyota

toyota

honda

honda

JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD

2006 TOYOTA AVENIS $5,650
109,000kms, Mags, Electrics, In Silver, Immaculate
2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan
182,000 kms, all extras

2004 HONDA JAZZ BEST AVAILABLE

5 dr, 1300cc, auto, 240,000ks, All extras $3,695

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA GLX

2004 HONDA ACCORD EURO

$4,250

TOP CAR
$4,995

1.8L 5 Speed, All Extras, Top Condition, Up in kms

LOOK AT
BUY IT

2.4L, 5 Speed Manual, All Extras,
Rear Spoiler

1997 FORD LASER

$4,250

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore.

A CLASSIC DREAM

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA

$5,995

158,000 kms,
2360cc Auto,
All Extras, 7
Seats, Best
Available

2007 VW PASSAT S/WAGON

$6,500

Up in kms, All Electric Extras, Great Condition

jock’s extra special

daewoo
2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto, $3,995
143,000kms,GOOD VALUE

1994 MAZDA FAMILIA

LOOK AT, BUY IT
$3,600

CD, Mags, Air Con, Rear Spoiler, Tinted Windows, Central
Locking, 227,550kms, Immaculate Condition,
In Silver

2001 HONDA CONCERTO

$2,850

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, Very Tidy,
Drives Well

BE
QUICK

OR NEAR OFFER

1996 HONDA ACCORD

$3,995

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well,
Very smart in Metallic Blue

BEST
AVAILABLE2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

$5,850

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

LOOK AT, BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA
2.2L 5 Speed Manual, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

$2,495
1999 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE

Auto, Extras

3 to
Choose

$$2,5002,500

203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
OFFER SALE ON NOW. CASH, TERMS & TRADE-INS

PRICES NEGOTIABLE

ALL CARS

MUST GO
ALL CARS

MUST GO

nissan

jock’s special

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260

2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white $2,995

2008 TOYOTA WISH
1800cc, 5 Door, 6 Seater, All Extras, 145,000kms

LOOK AT, BUY IT

$8,995

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

Thames will be treated to an 
evening of “uplifting and joy-
ful” music this weekend when 
Wellington musician Matiu Te 
Huki returns. 

In town as part of his na-
tionwide Upward Spiral tour, 
Matiu returns to Thames after 
his previous performance at 
the Back Room had the “whole 
room dancing away their 
cares”.  

His soulful music has a strong 
Māori  flavor, and he uses haka, 
chants, and traditional Māori  
instruments in his performanc-
es, which are backed by grab-
bing grooves, beautifully craft-
ed bass lines, funky rhythms 
and magical melodies. 

This year, Matiu will be the 
opening act for local five-piece 
band Joy Collective. 

Together they will put on a 

show at Te Kura o te Kaueranga 
Thames South School hall on 
Saturday, August 5. 

Consisting of Dylan Wade, 
Nur Peach, Alex Ivanoff, 
Seonaid Espiner, and Danley 
Tonkin, Joy Collective con-
tains multiple songwriters and 
performs in a wide variety of 
genres. These include rock, 
soul, blues, reggae, funk, folk 
and pop, among others. Their 
lyrics take a positive and inspi-
rational angle, getting real and 
honest about the human expe-
rience, but always designed to 
uplift.

The evening begins with a 
shared meal at 6pm, with the 
music beginning at 7pm when 
Matiu takes the stage. Tickets 
are $30 on the door, with $25 
presale tickets available at hu-
manitix.com/nz.

Concert to spread joy
Matiu Te Huki will open for local band Joy Collective.    Photo: SUPPLIED

Shock death after buggy accident
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

The news of the awfully sud-
den death of Edward Corbett 

caused a severe shock across the 
Thames Valley and at first was 
scoffed at as he had been in the 
best of health and spirits when last 
seen.

Edward, 55, a mining engineer 
and one of the landmarks of the 
district, had attended Paeroa’s 
Warden’s Court regarding a river 
claim application. 

Before he left for his home at 
Waitekauri he declined an offer 
from Mr Montgomery, of Ow-
haroa, to take a seat in his buggy 
- he had his own to take through 
the Karangahake Gorge.

The gorge road was in a dan-
gerous condition that January of 
1898 with the continuous falling 
of loose stone. He left Paeroa with 
Mr Marsland in his buggy arriving 
about 7pm at Karangahake, where 
he stayed till around 9 before leav-
ing on his own.

Fifteen minutes later, Edward 
was lying on the road in the first 
turning of the gorge, his horse 
and buggy some distance ahead. 

He told the man who found him, 
Patrick Cahill, that he had inex-
plicably fallen out of the buggy. A 
stretcher was immediately found 
and Edward was carried to Kelly’s 
Hotel. He complained of shoulder 
pain and said: “Where are you tak-
ing me? - take me home”. Dr Buck-
ley was sent for but within half an 
hour Edward died.

Great sorrow was felt across 
the district and in Auckland min-
ing circles. Edward was a man of 
integrity and greatly respected. He 
was director of a large number of 
mining companies, and his opinion 
on goldfields matters was held in 
highest regard.

He was born in the little village of 
Appleton, England, and spent his 
boyhood as an apprentice lad in a 
little country shoeing forge. He left 
England when he was 21, arriving 
in New Zealand with his first wife in 
1864. He took part in the opening 
of the Thames goldfield, where he 
built the Moanataiari battery. 

He and his family moved to 
Waitekauri, and for more than 20 
years, the Corbett family had been 

Edward Corbett.          Photo: SUPPLIED

a link in the progress chain of the 
district. As well as his mining en-
deavours, Edward was also one of 
the original members of the Oh-
inemuri County Council, perform-
ing much valuable and zealous 
work. Although a shrewd and suc-
cessful speculator, more than once 
he was reduced in circumstances 
through too confident investment 
which turned out badly. 

Up to the day of his death, Ed-
ward felt the time would come 
when the Upper Thames would be 
an immensely rich and profitable 
goldfield.

At the inquest, it was established 
Edward had previously suffered 
sunstroke, the effects of which he 
always felt on hot days, especially 
when he wore a hard hat. The 
day he died he complained of it, 
but otherwise he was in his usual 
health. Dr Buckby stated that Ed-
ward had been attended by him 
for rheumatism and heart disease. 
He said heart disease, accelerated 
by the shock of being thrown out 
of the buggy, caused his death.

Edward, who left a wife and 
large family, was buried at Waihī 
cemetery. His funeral was one of 
the largest ever seen in the dis-
trict, the cortege being fully half a 
mile long despite bad weather. He 
was buried with his son, also Ed-
ward, 21, who had died of typhoid 
fever the previous year.

Perhaps he was best summed 
up by his brother-in-law, who said 
the villagers back in Appleby still 
remembered and thought kindly 
of ‘Teddy’ Corbett. They would be 
gratified to learn that he became 
a man of mark. He carved his own 
road and no better heritage could 
a man bequeath to his children.

ENTERTAINMENT
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill
HOUSEWASH

SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house, 
roof or pa� os, fences & driveways.

Cleaning, moss treatment & 
waterblas� ng for 25 years.

Also clean exterior windows.
Call 0800 737 777 or 

Anton direct on 027 313 4386
atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

home maintenance  

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician
Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 electrician

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
We solve your tree problems 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding   
Pruning • Clearing • Storm Clean Up

Qualifi ed, experienced, 
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today 

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

• Caravan e-wofs
• Home and Business
electrical inspections

• IQP emergency lighting
inspections

• Solar power inspections
Servicing Hauraki,

Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

electrical inspector

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 plumber

CALL THE EXPERTS

Mobile Mechanics is still going 
strong with competitive pric-

es, even with rising inflation. 
Being mobile means I can come 

to you or you can come to our Tu-
rua base. 

We offer servicing and repairs for 
cars, trucks, campervans, tractors 
and small engines. 

We also supply batteries, and 
brake disc machining.

Caroline and I would like to thank 
all who have supported us and con-
tinue to support us, including our 
local suppliers.

We appreciate all the positive 
feedback. 

So contact Mobile Mechanics and 
talk to Brian, Ph 021 259 4779 or 
07 867 5401 for all your servicing.

- Brian Robinson, 
Mobile Mechanics

Affordability focus for mechanic
Brian Robinson of Turua-based Mobile Mechanics.                                    
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Trades & Services

Storage

Storage

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 021 
060 7659

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Church Notices

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. In-
sured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Handyman

Handyman Services

Situations Vacant
Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. Call 
Trev 027 4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Curly 021 746 608.

Storage

Last month’s winner of  
the lotto ticket was Neroli 

Matautia, who found 
Pete in the July 

12th edition in the 
Richmond Villas 

advert. 
Go to page 2 for details on 

how to enter.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

DEADLINEDEADLINE
We can take your classified ads

 anytime before 12pm Mondays
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

TILER
Quality workmanship. 
Currently available. 
Enquiries ph Rob 
 Ph 021 026 93064

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday August 
6th, 2pm Grahamstown 
Hall. Speaker: David 
Foster.

Qualified Mechanic Wanted 
Immediate start. 

Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz 
or phone 

027 227 1121

Grazing Wanted
Long term 10 acres 
minimum between 
Paeroa and Thames. 
Ph Steve 0220 75 
62 11

Cement Tanker Driver
Based in Ngatea

• Full Training Provided 
• 5 days per week, immediate start. 
• Class 5 Licence essential
• Pre employment drug test required. 

Phone Craig 0274 988 626
Or email  operations@lbtcement.co.nz

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

We are seeking a talented and experienced 
Waste Management Overseer to drive and lead 
our Refuse Transfer Stations ensuring that our 
district’s waste services are achieving our 
sustainability goals.

As Waste Management Overseer you will be 
responsible for operational leadership, 
supervising and leading the RTS team, providing 
guidance, support and training to ensure the 
safe & efficient execution of waste disposal, 
recycling and bulk transportation process.

If you are passionate about environmental 
sustainability, waste management and driving 
positive change, this is an exciting opportunity to 
make a significant impact.

We offer a supportive work environment and the 
chance to be part of a dynamic team working 
towards a greener future.

For full details and copy of the position 
description please see our website: 

www.haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz

Waste Management 
Overseer

Hauraki District Council 
Meeting amendment

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given to the change in the August meeting 
schedule.
Citizenship Ceremony 
Wednesday, 30 August 2023, 8.30am
Council
Wednesday, 30 August 2023, 9.30am
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

AGM
Citizens Advice Bureau 

Thames
 Wednesday  

August 16th 2023
 St James Church Hall 

@ 2pm.
Afternoon tea provided. 

All welcome

The Coromandel 
Heritage Trust 

AGM 2023 
26 August 1pm 

705 Queen Street
Thames 

For full Agenda and or 
enquiries please email 

secretary@
thetreasury.org.nz

The Thames 
Musicians’ Club

AGM
6pm on August 16

53 Kauaeranga Valley Rd
Thames

SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

plumber

Historical Maritime 
Park Inc.

AGM 
Sunday 6th August 3pm 

at Maritime Park
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One person received mod-
erate to serious injuries 

and another received minor to 
moderate injuries after being 
assaulted at two separate loca-
tions in Waihī on the weekend, 
NZ Police said. 

A man was taken into cus-
tody on July 29 following two 
assaults and disorderly behav-
iour.

The man was reported to po-
lice around 11am as armed with 
a weapon. 

It was not a firearm. 
The person appeared to have 

been involved in two assaults, 

and wilful damage to two resi-
dential properties, Police said.

Reports of wilful damage in-
cluded a broken window and a 
broken security camera from a 
thrown object. 

The man was arrested on the 
intersection of Gilmour St and 
Johnston St around 11.30am, 
after attempting to flee police 
on foot.

The 24-year-old is due to ap-
pear in Hamilton District Court 
next week. Charges are being 
considered.

Police did not have any fur-
ther details. 

Two injured in 
Waihī assaults

Film festival fundraiser returns
After a sell-out show last 

year, the Te Puru School 
PTA is hosting two screenings 
of inspiring outdoor adventure 
films at the Civic Centre on Au-
gust 12.

The collection of award-win-
ning short films have been se-
lected from the Wanaka-based 
New Zealand Mountain Film 
Festival which took place in 
June and is in its 21st year. 

PTA chairperson Kerry Dan-
iel said the diverse local and 
international short films were 
open to all ages and would in-
spire and entertain a wide au-
dience. 

Films showing in the after-
noon are: Close to Home, a 
friendly nudge to get out and 
explore your local mountains in 
New Zealand; Janwaar a ram-
bunctious group of kids find 
their lives  transformed when a 
skatepark is built in their small 
Indian village; 10 in a Week-
end; a Scottish ski mountain-
eering challenge to hike and  

ride the 10 highest mountains 
in the UK in a weekend; Mo-
mentum; the extreme adven-
tures of 18-year-old Austral-
ian rock-climber Angie Scarth-
Johnson; The Old School Coast 
to Coast; Matty Graham tack-
les the 40th Coast to Coast race 
in old school 1983 gear, cloth-
ing and nutrition; and Chang-
abang: Return to the Shining 
Mountain; three members of 
the New Zealand Alpine Team 
try their luck on the infamous 
West Wall of Changabang. 

The evening screening has 
another outstanding collec-
tion: Mitre Peak; a multisport 
mission up Fiordland’s land-
mark featuring highlining and 
paragliding, Turn the Corner; 
one man climbs Lake Hawea’s 
Corner Peak 53 times over 53 
days to raise awareness about 
mental health, Flow State; 
traversing the highest line of 
extreme sport 1000m above 
ground, Mountain Turks; the 
story of  Erik Bradshaw and his 

crazy idea to build backcountry 
huts out of water tanks, and 
New Way Up; the challenging 
first summit of Gulmit Tower in 
the Karakoram. Kerry said the 
Te Puru PTA was grateful for 
the support of its local spon-
sors, with funds raised from 
the film festival going back to 
the school. 

The event will be held on Sat-
urday, August 12 at the Civic 
Centre, Mary St, Thames. Af-
ternoon screening doors open 
at 2pm, films start at 2:30pm. 
Evening screening doors open 
at 6.30pm, films start 7pm.
Home baking and tea/coffee 
will be available in the inter-
mission for koha.
TICKETS: Tickets are available 
from Re-store Eco Market in 
Thames (cash only) or by email-
ing TePuruPTA@gmail.com. $25 
adults/$15 under 18s. Ticket price 
includes soda and popcorn or ice 
cream (afternoon screening), a 
wine or beer and canapés (even-
ing screening). 

Flow State: A film about traversing the highest line of extreme sport 1000m above ground.                 Photo: WILL NELSON

ENTERTAINMENT

A few years back Thames 
High School had a very cool 

campaign created by student 
leaders. It was simply called 
Embrace It. There were post-
ers all around school with im-
ages of different students and a 
statement declaring something 
different about themselves and 
the words “EMBRACE IT” be-
low. It was a great idea and one 
that deserved more traction 
than what it got. 

Recently I have been think-
ing about our culture and the 
idea of tolerance. We have been 
sold this idea of tolerance. One 
scholar writes “ Tolerance is 
considered a critical and ade-
quate response to the challenge 
of how conflicting ways of life 
can freely express themselves 
and peacefully coexist with each 
other.” The problem we are see-
ing is that tolerance seems to 
have a time limit to it.

To tolerate something is not 
to accept difference, it is to try 
our best to cope with it. The 
problem is that when placed 
in a situation where we have to 
keep upholding tolerance, there 
is a time where something has 
to give. 

Like a cat that won’t stop me-
owing and getting under your 
feet, there comes a point for 
most where tolerance and pa-
tience runs out and we kick the 
cat (sorry cat lovers).

The reality I am seeing in 
society is that in many cases 
tolerance has run its cause. 
Politically, socially, financially, 

Embrace it

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION ideologically, religiously, we are 
seeing more and more frustra-
tion. And people are starting to 
‘kick the cat’. 

We are seeing a shift where 
the majority, or those with the 
louder voice or bigger audience 
beginning to shut down the 
voice of others. This is what we 
have now come to know as the 
‘cancel culture’.  And I wonder 
how we could do things differ-
ently. Because to shun, or dis-
credit another’s opinion does 
not make it go away, it simply 
forces it into the darker corners 
where it can grow and fester 
with likeminded or more ex-
treme ideas.

I wonder if those high school 
students were onto something. 
I wonder if tolerance was never 
the long-term answer. I wonder 
if there is some way forward 
where we can embrace differ-
ence and celebrate it. I have 
often found value in hearing 
the extreme views of another. 
Showing love and respect and 
genuinely seeking to under-
stand the person behind the 
idea. 

We can vilify an ideology, a set 
of beliefs, or practices of people 
groups. But when we take a per-
son, hear their story and their 
heart, sometimes it changes 
things. Sometimes even though 
I disagree, my ideas move a lit-
tle. Sometimes there’s move. 
Sometimes understanding the 
person helps embrace them, re-
gardless of their extreme ends.

I don’t know the way forward. 
There is a lot of anger and frus-
tration being thrown at dif-
ferent groups of people in our 
community. 

What I do know is that we 
need to take stock and con-
sider how we respond. For me 
the best way forward is to love, 
and live believing that every 
person has intrinsic value and 
should be treated as such. For 
you, I simply ask you to take a 
moment to consider your posi-
tion. If you feel like tolerance is 
running out, maybe it is time to 
consider a different approach.

A cool sunny morning saw 18 teams play-
ing in Tunnicliffe Nissan sponsored optional 
fours tournament on the carpet green at 
Kerepehi Bowling Club. Winners on the 
the day were: 1st 4 wins 24 points 17 ends 
(Kerepehi) Arthur Thorburn, Lois Curd, 
Maise, Fatu Tausi; 2nd 4 wins 17 points 17 
ends (Kerepehi/Thames) Mitti Taipari, Steve 
Death, Garry Parker, Dan Goodal; 3rd 3 wins 
12 points 19 ends; (Paeroa) Noel Rae, Geb 
Rae, M Matich, E Jebb; 4 th 3 wins 11 points 
15 ends(Hauraki) Shaun, Velco, Laurie, Ros. 
Coming up on Sunday, August 6, O’Hagan 
Vision Care Opt 4s; Sunday August 20 Harv’s 
Butcher Shop-Paeroa Build Link Opt 4s. This 
concludes winter bowls and mufti dress, 
back to club colours for the summer open-
ing on September 10 (Sutherland Family 
Opt 4s) and 9am starts. Entries are $12 per 
person, with morning tea and lunches still 
provided all summer. Contacts for entries:- 
Lorraine 021 25 4527, Mitti 021 101 8150, 
Graham 027 291 3500, Marg 07 862 6015. 
Good Bowling,             - Terry King

SPORTS RESULTS
BOWLS

Brian Tunnicliffe 
competes at Kerepehi 

Bowling Club. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

Email your sports results and photos
 to: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Ashen, 4 Crocodile tears, 11 Dress, 14 Honey, 15 Sarcophagus, 16 Maltreat, 19
Western, 20 Entry, 21 Ice hockey, 24 Satellite, 26 Rattle, 27 Plucky, 31 Banal, 32 Matching,
34 Astronomer, 37 Aft, 39 Calibre, 40 Jovial, 41 Relief, 42 Stag, 43 Palette, 46 Separately, 51
Endorse, 55 Ring, 56 Hamper, 57 Turban, 58 Headway, 60 Era, 62 Sweetheart, 63 Traverse, 64
Baton, 67 Stigma, 68 Forked, 69 Infuriate, 74 Repudiate, 75 Amber, 76 Mansion, 81 Onlooker,
82 Silver plate, 83 Cadet, 84 Scent, 85 Marching orders, 86 Jeans.

DOWN: 2 Shovel, 3 Elect, 5 Real, 6 Coconut, 7 Depart, 8 Lead, 9 Truncate, 10 Search, 11 Dotted
line, 12 Eyes, 13 Satisfy, 17 Brief, 18 Child’s play, 22 Clear, 23 Scimitar, 25 Avarice, 26 Regalia,
28 Panama, 29 Silica, 30 Freeze, 33 Choke, 35 Rogue, 36 Brat, 38 True, 43 Pores, 44 Lingerie,
45 Enamel, 46 Supersonic, 47 Pure, 48 Rotated, 49 Tarzan, 50 Leave, 52 Need, 53 Old salt, 54
Shadow, 59 Stamped out, 61 Issue, 65 Skittish, 66 Rival, 67 Serious, 70 Needled, 71 Museum,
72 Embryo, 73 Modern, 77 Scare, 78 Flue, 79 Even, 80 Stir.

131

ACROSS
1 Totally wasted funds
(5,4,3,5)
10 Leather slipper (8)
15 Go back on a deal
(6)
16 Declare ineligible
(10)
17 Maker of hats (8)
19 Lecture to enthuse
(3,4)
21 Welded together (5)
22 Rows (9)
25 One giving remedial
treatment (9)
27 Easily bent, flexible
(7)
29 Furrow (6)
33 Ornamented (5)
34 Coffee stirrer (8)
36 Grasp mentally (10)
39 Fuel (3)
41 Long eventful
journey (7)
42 Nightfall (6)
43 Customer (6)
44 Naked (4)
45 Port in Belgium (7)
48 Genealogy chart
(6,4)
53 Very loyal (7)
57 Surprise attack (4)
58 Gregarious (6)
59 Soldiers (6)
60 Medley (7)
62 Top (3)
64 Wagon builder (10)
65 Singly (3,2,3)
66 Hidden store (5)
69 Repeated (6)

70 One of the senses
(7)
71 Colleague (9)
76 Bewildered (9)
77 Deadly (5)
78 Huntsman’s cry
(5-2)
83 Asymmetrical (8)
84 Put on a pedestal
(10)
85 Doubtful (6)
86 Drew plans for (8)
87 Concession that
a person must be
regarded correct, if the
contrary has not been
proven (7,2,3,5)

DOWN
2 Followed orders (6)
3 Incident (5)
4 Expected (3)
5 Broad (4)
6 Paper hankies (7)
7 Gave the slip (6)
8 Regulation (4)
9 Unceremonious (8)
11 So evil (anag)(6)
12 Method of curing
drug addiction (4,6)
13 Ballad (4)
14 Provide
commentary for (7)
18 Beheading device
(10)
20 Entice (4)
23 Seller’s chat (5)
24 Weather prediction
(8)
26 Metal cutter (7)

28 Drawn-out (7)
30 Set (6)
31 Miniaturised tree (6)
32 Unlocked (6)
35 Steam bath (5)
37 Fearful anticipation
(5)
38 Cherished (4)
40 Skin mark (4)
45 Direction indicator
(5)
46 Gloaming (8)
47 Extreme abnormal
fear of (6)
48 Scared (10)
49 Grain-grinding
machine (4)
50 Disappointment (7)
51 Plasterer’s tool (6)
52 Drain (5)
54 Check and correct
(4)
55 Live longer than (7)
56 Ribald (6)
61 Adding sugar (10)
63 Merger (5)
67 Hideous, grisly (8)
68 Passport
endorsement (4)
69 Breathed out (7)
72 Hair cleaner (7)
73 Orb (6)
74 Pacific island (6)
75 Winged child (6)
79 Catching-rope (5)
80 Musical work (4)
81 Small island (4)
82 Horizontal mine
entrance (4)
85 Employ (3)

 SUDOKU               111

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                131

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school holidays 
- art and craft, 

moving, table coverings 
and more .....

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

• Mobility Scooters
• Wheelchairs
• Walkers
• Electric Lift Chairs

We do our best to source other products on request

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

607MackaySt, Thames (Opposite the hospital) •Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 •E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF

OUR PRE-OWNED PICKS

$26,990

2020 Suzuki Vitara Turbo
AWD
AAAuuutttooommmaaatttiiiccc

finance available
trade-ins welcome

$26,990

2017 Nissan Qashqai TI

$26 990

Automatic

finance available
trade-ins welcome

$11,990

2019 Suzuki Swift RS

Automatic

finance available
trade-ins welcome$21,990

2022 Suzuki Baleno GLX

AAAutomatic

finance available
trade-ins welcome

$29,990

2022 Suzuki Vitara Turbo
AWD
Automatic

finance available
trade-ins welcome $65,990

2018 Ford Raptor 4WD

Automatic

finance available
trade-ins welcome$27,990

2023 Suzuki Swift Hybrid
RS
Automatic

finance available
trade-ins welcome

$34,990

2022 Suzuki S-Cross JLX
Turbo
AAAutomatic

finance available
trade-ins welcome

Demo special!

SPORTS

Nothing but net for Ngatea teen
Sebastian Dowd dreams of 

making it big on the basket-
ball court - and the Ngatea teen’s 
drive and talent have earned 
him a training spot on the other 
side of the world. 

The 17-year-old has been 
awarded a full-ride scholarship 
to Florida Coastal Prep, a sports 
academy in the United States 
which prepares high school stu-
dents for sports careers in col-
lege and beyond. Arriving at the 
end of August, he will spend the 
American school year studying, 
training, and showcasing his 
skills for recruiters. 

Mum Suri Lee-Walker said 
her son has dreamed of a career 
on the court since he was little. 

“He just said, ‘Mum, I really 
want to play basketball one day 
in America’,” Suri said.  

“He never gave up.”
Sebastian started out playing 

for Thames Valley and for his 
former school Hauraki Plains 
College. 

When looking for another 
challenge, he came across a 
tournament run by Hoop Na-
tion, and reached out to see if 
there were any spots available. 

“[The coach] was like, ‘Yup, 
we have a roster spot available, 
you’re going to need this, this, 
this, this, and this, and we’ll see 
you on the bus at 12 tomorrow’,” 
Sebastian said. 

Ngatea teen Sebastian Dowd is shooting for the stars with his US basketball scholarship.             Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

BASKETBALL
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“It was 10 o’clock at night and I 
set my alarm for 4 o’clock in the 
morning.” 

Suri woke to find her son, 
then 16, heading out the door 
to Whanganui for a week with a 
“bus full of randoms”. 

“I told him to take photos of 

the bus and rego so if he went 
missing I’d know where to find 
him!” she said. 

Sebastian competed in the 
tournament with West Auckland 
team Mana Moana, and from 
there continued to work with 
coach Alex Brown. 

“He pretty much just put him-
self out there, [and] those coach-
es and kids that played with Se-
bastian, they’re literally family 
and brothers now,” Suri said. 

Alex had sporting contacts 
overseas, and he sent footage 
of the teen’s playing to Florida 

Coastal Prep. 
“We got offered the scholar-

ship and they’ve given us things 
to work on, and ever since then 
we’ve just been going at those 
same things, building on them,” 
Sebastian said. 

For the last few months, Se-
bastian has been training hard 
to prepare for his move; cleaning 
up his diet, playing some skir-
mishes and refining his skills. 

“Now, I think we’re clock-
ing up about 16 hours worth of 
training and it’s still intense, but 
over there they take it to a whole 
new level,” he said. 

“I think we’ll do two weights 
sessions, and then we’ll do a 
team practice; some days we’ll 
do one-on-one, every now and 
then we’ll do beach trainings.

“We’ll clock up about 24 hours 
of training every week - we’ve 
definitely got our hands full.”

Sebastian said he owed a lot 
to his coaches, and encouraged 
anyone with a similar dream to 
keep reaching for opportunities.  

“If any Maori kids or anyone 
are looking to go into the States 
… work through Alex Brown,” he 
said. 

“[And] trust the process. It 
gets tough at times seeing eve-
ryone hang out and you’re just 
there doing your own thing, but 
I guess that’s what divides eve-
ryone from the people who are 
willing to do whatever it takes.” 


