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Paeroa’s new presidentsPaeroa’s new presidents

There’s a change in the air at two 
Hauraki service organisations, and 

with it sees two females wearing the 
chains.

Katie McLaren, 36, has become the 
youngest ever president of Rotary 
Paeroa, while Wei Zhang, 48, has be-

come the very first female president of 
the Paeroa Lions.

The milestone marks a significant 
moment in which the charitable organi-
sations expand their diversity.

“I think the membership is changing 
and we need to change with it,” Katie 
told The Profile. 

“Our community is age diverse and 

ethnically diverse, so the club needs 
to change with the times. I may ruffle 
a few feathers in my presidency, but 
I think it needs to happen,” she said, 
“while also honouring the traditions in 
the way Rotary has been run.” 

Katie became Rotary Paeroa’s new-
est president on July 4, taking the reins 
from Margarete Ford. She said while 

the club was evenly split with about a 
50/50 male-female membership, she 
was keen to work with schools to en-
courage young leaders to come forward.

She was also “excited” to hear Wei 
had become Paeroa Lions’ first ever fe-
male president in its 63 years. 

Wei took over the position from Peter

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED ON P2

 Katie McLaren, left, 
and Wei Zhang have 

become the presidents 
of their Paeroa service 

organisations.
Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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To determine tide times at the following
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listed in the calendar.
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Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display advertise-
ments in The Valley 

Profile, then email admin@valley-
profile.co.nz with your full name 
and postal address, and the busi-
ness name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to go 
in the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last issue it was in the Richmond 
Villas ad.
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McNair at the end of June. 
At first, she wasn’t sure if she 
could do it, she said, but re-
ceived encouragement from 
other members.

“Previously, they didn’t even 
want female members. I think 
I joined the club at the right 
time.”

She said the membership 
was still skewed - out of 41 
members, only four of them 
were women - but Wei said all 
four were “great Lions”.  

“And I think that also gives 
confidence to the male Lions 
- showing that the girls can do 
stuff.” 

The two presidents are 
keen to work together going 
forward, with both hoping to 
focus on mental health aware-
ness within the district.

Katie said the 2023-24 Ro-
tary International Presidential 
Theme was ‘Create Hope in 
the World’. 

“Two of the main focuses are 
promoting peace and a focus 
on mental health. In my year 
as president, I will really be 
looking at how we can support 
mental health in our commu-
nity,” she said.

Meanwhile Wei, who joined 
Paeroa Lions in 2017, hoped 
to be the first in a long line of 
female presidents for the or-
ganisation. 

“It’s becoming a national 
trend,” she said. “Females are 

Female presidents dominate in Paeroa
CONTINUED FROM P1

taking more roles in commu-
nity work. 

“Especially nowadays, there 
are a lot of uncertainties in 
society, so we do need to send 
some positive signals to the 
youth and encourage them 
to get more involved with the 
community. 

“It’s going to be a good, 
long-term thing,” she said.
DETAILS: For more information 
on the clubs, find Rotary Paeroa 
and Paeroa Lions Club on Face-
book.

Katie McLaren, above, and Wei Zhang, below, have become presidents.                Photos: RICHARD HORNELL
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Profile reporter signs UK publishing deal
Valley Profile senior re-

porter Kelley Tantau 
is still “pinching” herself 
as she prepares to publish 
her debut novel. 

The Paeroa-based jour-
nalist signed with United 
Kingdom agency Cran-
thorpe Millner Publishers 
back in January. Now, her 
first book The Runaway 
Man will be available to 
purchase worldwide from 
September 26. 

“It’s a surreal moment 
for me,” she said, “and 
one that I am still really 
nervous about. As a print 
journalist, I am used to 
having people read sto-
ries I’ve written, but a 
book… that’s a whole dif-
ferent ball game.”

The Runaway Man is a 
fast-paced narrative that 
follows the story of Nick 
Greene and his decision 
to start life afresh. When 
his missing persons case 
quickly turns into a man-
hunt, the tale prompts 
readers to consider whether taking such a drastic 
action could ever be worth the repercussions that 
lay in its wake. 

The novel is the launchpad for Kelley’s planned 
series and, while set in a fictional town, it is in-
spired by New Zealand’s - and particularly the 
Thames Valley’s - native flora and fauna. 

“It’s hard not to write about what you see, and 
in New Zealand we’re very fortunate to have a 
diverse environment that lends itself well to any 
world-building,” she said.

Before starting her stint in community jour-
nalism back in 2015, Kelley earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from The University of Waikato, ma-

joring in Writing Studies.
This year she was 

named Best Senior News 
Journalist at the Com-
munity Newspaper Asso-
ciation Awards, and Joint 
Runner-Up for Commu-
nity Journalist of the Year 
at the NZ Voyager Media 
Awards.

“I’ve always written cre-
atively,” she said. “For as 
long as I can remember, 
I’ve always written sto-
ries and read them out to 
mum and dad. But when 
I first started writing The 
Runaway Man, I had 
no intention of anybody 
except my parents ever 
reading it.”

She took the leap in De-
cember last year to send 
her manuscript to Cran-
thorpe Millner, and now 
she has further novels in 
the works. 

She’ll also be speaking 
at the Local Authors Fair 
on August 19, as part of 
this year’s Hamilton Book 

Month.
Kelley, 28, said The Runaway Man was her 

first attempt at finishing a novel-length story, and 
at 74,000 words, it was a relatively “easy read”. 

“It is as much about humanity as it is a mys-
tery,” she said, “and while I’m really excited for 
what’s to come, I’m absolutely terrified, too.

“It’s never easy putting something that has 
been inside your head since 2020 out into the 
world, but I’ve always been a believer of grabbing 
life with both hands.” 
DETAILS: Kelley’s book is available to pre-order. She 
is also hoping to have the book stocked locally. For 
info and updates, visit kelleytantau.com.

Valley Profile reporter Kelley Tantau is releasing her debut novel this 
September. LEFT: The Runaway Man is “as much about humanity as 
it is a mystery”.          Photo: SUPPLIED
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“Happy in Hort”

“I find it so rewarding to grow my own“I find it so rewarding to grow my own
vegetables and then to later on cook/makevegetables and then to later on cook/make
food with my own grown vegetables.”food with my own grown vegetables.”
Year 11 Emily StrawbridgeYear 11 Emily Strawbridge

“I enjoy watching my plants grow and“I enjoy watching my plants grow and
harvesting them so I can go home and eatharvesting them so I can go home and eat

them. I really enjoy creating my garden andthem. I really enjoy creating my garden and
being able to choose what I plant.”being able to choose what I plant.”

Year 11 Eva Mae AkroydYear 11 Eva Mae Akroyd

Education
Students develop green fingers at HPC
Students at Hauraki Plains 

College are privileged to 
be able to be involved in many 
different avenues within the 
horticulture spectrum, horti-
culture teacher Bronwyn Dyer 
says.

“Whether it is gardening in 
our designated garden area at 
school, propagating cuttings, 
sowing seeds, grafting or land-
scaping, or on Hayward Farm 
in our one hectare small or-
chard, students gain a wide 
range of learning opportuni-
ties,” she said.

“Horticulture is a multi-bil-
lion dollar industry and is in 
desperate need of skilled and 
motivated young people to 
work in it.”

At Hauraki Plains College, 
both Horticulture and Pri-
mary Industries are offered as 
subjects, where students learn 
about growing in commercial 
situations to discuss off-farm 
factors that influence on-farm 
decisions, she said.

Year 11 Students have spent 
two terms designing, devel-
oping and growing their own 
potager garden at school.

Students learn how to use 
garden tools correctly, learn 
how to control pests and dis-
eases and how to harvest pro-
duce. There is also basic learn-

ing about soils and propaga-
tion.  

Year 12 students enhanced 
their learning through trips 
to Wintec to learn about land-
scape design principles, to a 
dairy farm in Aka Aka to learn 
about native tree planting and 
to the Mystery Creek Fieldays.  

Students also designed and 
planted three gardens at Hay-

ward Farm in order to improve 
the entrance way of the farm 
and to leave a legacy.

“In term three, the students 
will have access to all 300 fruit 
trees, where they will learn how 
to prune the fruit trees,” Mrs 
Dyer said.

The Year 12 Primary Indus-
tries class will be learning about 
management practices within a 

commercial enterprise, includ-
ing the importance of soil man-
agement practices.  

Year 13 students have for the 
past three years been undertak-
ing a sustainable action plan on 
the farm. 

“This is where they take an 
issue, such as improving biodi-
versity, or improving drainage, 
and find a solution to the prob-

lem. The students then carry 
out the project on the farm.”

Students learn through hands 
on and theory lessons, a combi-
nation Mrs Dyer believes is a 
powerful way to learn and ce-
ment knowledge.  

“We are very privileged to 
have such a supportive school 
board and teachers at Hauraki 
Plains College,” she said.

Students designed and planted gardens at Hayward Farm in order to improve the entrance way of the farm and to leave a legacy.
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Preservation treatment for Treasury taonga
A rare find at the Treasury 

Research and Archive cen-
tre will receive professional 
preservation treatment follow-
ing a grant from National Ser-
vices Te Paerangi.

The taonga or treasure in 
question is a logbook from 
a general goods store, dated 
1877. What makes it special is 
its contents - the book is writ-
ten entirely in te reo Māori. 

“A lot of this job for us as staff 
was actually just going into 
the archive and having a look 
at what was in there, and we 
happened across the ledger,” 
Treasury trustee and collection 
digitiser Lise Cook said. 

“And obviously because 
I’m Māori and a te reo Māori 
speaker, it piqued my interest 
because I’d never seen any-
thing like it before.”

The writer of the fragile ledg-
er, Hoani Nahe of Ngāti Maru, 
was from the defunct town of 
Kirikiri, situated where Kōpū 
now lies. Despite speaking no 
English, he was a prominent 
politician, becoming a minister 
in Governor Grey’s administra-
tion and serving on the Native 
Affairs Committee, which heard 
petitions on Māori matters. He 
was also a keen historian of his 
peoples’ culture, collecting as 
many Māori traditions and ge-
nealogies as he could. 

Now, Hoani’s logbook is an 

Archivist Kaa Te Uruti and Treasury trustee Lise Cook pour over the Hoani 
Nahe ledger, deciphering entries such as biscuits, jam, ladies’ hats, and a 
quarter of a pound of lemon.                  Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

item of history too. 
“For me, the te reo Māori 

contained within the book is so 
different from the te reo Māori 
we speak today, it was actually 
hard for me to understand,” 
Lise said. 

“It’s an ever-evolving lan-
guage.” 

Lise and fellow archivist Kaa 
Te Uruti said finding the book 
was exciting, and they were 
thrilled to see their culture rep-
resented in the archive in such a 
powerful way. 

“It’s just a really cool snap-
shot of time … what people 
were eating, what people were 
buying, how much things cost,” 
Lise said. 

“They sold everything from 
flour, salt, sugar … I’m pretty 

sure that I saw sheep and stuff 
in there. It’s hard to tell until we 
get it definitely into a condition 
where we can digitise it and 
send it off to someone who’s got 
better reo than me and can read 
that writing.”

The book’s disintegrating 
binding will now be conserved 
by a specialist conservator, to 
allow the text to be handled 
safely. 

“For us as an archive, the first 
step is to just get it into a condi-
tion where there’s gonna be no 
more damage to it,” Lise said. 

“[We’ve] taken a few pics just 
to show people but other than 
that it stays in its box.” 

The book dates from 1877 and is written entirely in te reo Māori. 
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Your new rubbish and food scraps bin will be delivered
by early August but don’t use them yet - the new service
begins on September 4.

Your new kerbside collection bins

New bin deliveries
Your new para rubbish bin will be placed on the
kerbside outside your property within the next
two weeks.

The new para kai food scraps bin will be inside the
rubbish bin. And inside the food scraps bin you’ll
find a handy guide explaining everything you need
to know about the new kerbside collection and
what can go in each bin.

You’ll want to get it out and have a good read, as it
includes a lucky number on the back page to go in
the draw to win a six month’s supply of PAYT tags
for your rubbish bin (drawn during August 2023)!

We’ll publish the winning numbers in the Valley
Profile and HC Post newspapers, as well as on our
website and Facebook, so keep your guide handy.

Our recycling service has expanded the range of
items that can be recycled, so we’ll also give you a
new sticker that explains what can and cannot go
in the recycling bin. Please fix the sticker to your
clean, dry recycling bin lid.

You’ll need a green $8 PAYT tag on your
para rubbish bin each time you put it
out for collection, but just because it’s
collection day, you don’t HAVE to put your
bin out unless you want to. Save your tags
for when your bin is full.

Tagging your recycling bins
While we’re delivering the new bins, we’re also retrofitting existing
recycling bins with a Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tag. The tag
enables us to identify missed collections and if a bin is lost or stolen,
we can return the bin to the correct property.

How do I get my recycling bin tagged?
We need you to place your recycling bin out
on the kerbside on the day shown below.

The tagging crew will retrofit your bin sometime during
the coming week. If it’s not your recycling collection week,
the bin won’t be emptied, just retrofitted. If it is your
recycling collection week, make sure your bin is back out
on collection day, once retrofitted.

The RFID tag is hard to notice so best to leave your bin out
for the full week, unless you see the work being done.

Sunday 23 July
Ngātea, Paeroa,
Turua, Waitakaruru,
Kerepēhi and Kaiaua

Sunday 30 July
Waikino, Waihī
Mackaytown,
Karangahake and
Whiritoa

Para kai food scraps
If you’re already composting your food waste,
that’s great, we encourage you to keep doing it!

The food scraps bin can still be used for things that
don’t go in your compost bin (like meat scraps, egg
shells, bread crusts etc) and for things that don’t
compost well (like citrus peels, fruit stones, corn
cobs etc).

Next month, we’ll focus on the para kai food scraps
bin and give tips for using it; what can go in it and
what cannot and what happens to your food scraps
after they’ve been collected.

Scan me to keep up to date with changes
to our new kerbside collection service
starting 4 September 2023.

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/rubbish-
recycling/kerbside-collections-new

Hauraki District Council www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz P 0800 734 834 (within the district) or 07 862 8609 E info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Remember...

HDC rubbish tags are lime greenn
Only this colour tag will be accepted at
kerbside in Hauraki District. The tags
have no expiry date, you can use them
any time.

The tags will be available to purchase
from our Council service centres in
Ngātea, Paeroa and Waihī and from
local supermarkets and dairies by
mid August.

Didn’t get your recycling bin out?

Don’t worry, there’ll be two more times that the crew will return. We’ll
advertise those dates once we know them.
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WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2012 Mazda 3
2.0Lt Auto, Low Kms, Popular Model

JUST
$9,990
2012 Mitsubishi Triton

5 Speed, Diesel, 4X4

Arriving This week

2015 Toyoya Fielder S/W
Hybrid Auto, Immaculate Condition

$13,990

2010 Mazda Biante
Auto, 8 Seat, BARGAIN BUY

$7,990

2018 LDV V80
Auto Diesel, 11 Seat Mini Bus, Good
Kms & Condition

$23,990

2016 Holden Cruze
1.8Ltr Auto, NZ New, Top Value

$11,990
2010 Holden Captiva

2.4Lt 4WD, 7 Seater

VALUE
$9,990

2013 Mazda Alteza
2.0Ltr Auto, Mint Car

$12,990
NOW

Team work makes the dream work in Turua
The Turua Hall Domain and 

Community committee are a 
formidable team. 

Over the years, they have not 
only taken care of the hall off 
Hauraki Rd and the recreation re-
serve nearby, they have also been 
involved in community initiatives 
and town improvement projects.

In fact, the group has been 
dubbed “world famous in Turua” 
- and they’re only just getting 
started.

Made up of Dave Greenslade, 
Susan Taipari, Marina and Brian 
Wigmore, Jim Sutherland, Rog-
er Brocklehurst, Paul Clayton, 
Cynthia Bates, and Stacey Frow, 
the incorporated society is tak-
ing things a step further and has 
plans to upgrade and modernise 
the 1955 building. 

“It’ll give the hall about another 
50 years of life,” Dave told The 
Profile. “That’s our big project. 
But before we can do that, we have 
to rehouse our library.” 

The Turua library occupies a 
room within the hall but its cur-
rent state is less than ideal, with 
a roof that often leaks, and a 
mouldy, unsuitable space. 

The group will re-house the li-
brary into a portacom that has 
been acquired from the Barnardos 
Early Learning Centre in town. 

The new building will be “dry, 
have air-conditioning, plenty of 
natural light, and plenty of park-
ing,” Dave said. Resource and 
building consents and geotech re-
ports are ongoing. 

Following this project, the Tu-

rua team wants to redevelop the 
toilets to incorporate a unisex fa-
cility with a shower and changing 
area.

They’ll then upgrade the supper 
room and kitchen, create a cov-
ered area for parking, insert ranch 
sliders and a porch facing out onto 
Matai St, and replace the stage and 
install acoustic curtains. 

The cost estimate for the entire 
project is between $1.3m to $1.5m.

Hauraki District Council’s parks 
and reserves manager Paul Mat-
thews told The Profile he’d never 
met another group like the Turua 
Hall committee. 

“They get their teeth into some-
thing and are now moving on to 
the next big project,” he said. “A lot 
of groups come and go but these 
guys are still here, and they were 
the first community group I made 
contact with back when I started in 

this role in 2016. I think the seeds 
that were sown in those early days 
are really bearing fruit now.” 

The hall itself has a rich history. 
In September, 1926, to cater to 

the growing community, a public 
hall was erected on the corner of 
Hauraki Rd and Matai St in Tu-
rua. However, nine years later, the 
building was destroyed by fire. 

Various representatives of the 
town board and other organisa-

The Turua Hall Domain and Community committee is sinking their teeth into its latest project.    Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

tions from around the district 
banded together and organised 
a carnival fair in Victoria Park, 
Thames, and with the money 
raised, a new hall was opened on 
August 10, 1935. 

After the addition of a kitchen, 
supper room, library and meeting 
room were completed, the build-
ing was reopened as the Turua 
War Memorial Hall in 1955. 

It is now used by clubs and 
groups including ballet, indoor 
bowls, Zumba, patchwork, table 
tennis, music practice, youth waka 
ama, and the Sunday market. 

Birthdays, concerts, funerals, 
farewells, fundraisers and special 
events are also held at the hall, 
making it the busiest hall in the 
Hauraki district. 

When asked what lights a fire 
underneath them, the committee 
told The Profile that it was about 
honouring the legacies left behind 
by people such as the late Hugh 
Fisher - affectionately known as 
“the Mayor of Turua” - and leav-
ing something “better than they 
found it”. 

“I do what I do for the future of 
my children and their children,” 
Susan said. “I do it because I want 
the Matai floor in the hall to still 
be there when they want to have 
their 21sts. I do it for history, and 
for the future.” 
DETAILS: The committee’s next fun-
draiser will be a comedy night on 
Saturday, July 29. Doors open 7pm. 
Tickets $25pp with money raised go-
ing towards the hall upgrade. Con-
tact Marina 07 867 5193.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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201 Pollen St • www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963
Paul Saunders 021 220 00980800 11 11 10

NEW MITSUBISHI PAJERO
SPORT VRX

Save $5922 on CCF

One only
$61,580
drive away

Saunders Mitsubishi

NOUTE
TAX

WE PAY, YOU DON’T

MM Linen
SALE
Selected

Duvet Covers,
Cushions &
Bedspreads

1/2 PRICE
• Cushions • Jewellery • Wall Art

• MASKS• Handbags & Accessories
• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725 Authorised by Scott Simpson,
614 Pollen St, Thames.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Contact me anytime

myfeed.co.nz | Brettp@myfeed.co.nz

All blends are custom made through a mixer wagon so
all your girls are getting the same uniform feed/minerals.

Custom made to fit your farming system and diet requirements.

We work while you & your girls Make the Moolah!

CALLNOW 0272 240 728

YOUR LOCAL FEED SUPPLIER IN PAEROA

PK/Molasses.
Bulk products direct.
Custom Blends all through mixer wagon
for a more uniform blend.
Minerals/Trace Minerals/Custom
Made Mineral Blends.
Contracts.
Auger and bulk delivery for silo
and bunker.

CALFMEAL

Highly palatable Calf Meal with all the
Vitamins & Minerals with Coccidiostat.
Available in 500kg and 1000kg bulk bags.
Competitively Priced.

Pellets

Blends

Less/No Dust

High
Energy Oil

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com
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Health Shuttle service.
Hato Hone St John Thames have vacancies for volunteer drivers
for our health shuttles that service the Thames, Paeroa, and
Ngatea area. Time commitments for our volunteers is flexible to
accommodate your availability.

Missing medical appointments has been shown to have a huge
financial loss to the health system as well as decreasing the
quality of life for patients. Transport issues feature as a leading
cause of missed appointments.

We are here to help with our shuttles transporting people from
the Thames, Paeroa and Ngatea communities to their health
appointments in the Waikato and Auckland areas as well as to
Thames Hospital and the local doctors.

If you need transport to a medical appointment, contact the
service as below. There is no fixed charge. Getting to your
appointments is a priority for good health outcomes and the
service is supported by our community for the benefit of our
community. Simply contribute a donation or koha as you can.

For Health Shuttle bookings call: (07) 868 0567 or
0800 934 287

To find out more information or register your interest in being a
volunteer driver please email: Hauraki.Community@stjohn.org.nz

St John - local people helping meet the needs of our community.

Hato Hone St John Thames

If school failed you remember...
Rivers never go in reverse so be
like a river,

forget your past
and

focus on the
future.

Be positive - call us!
Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

SCHOOL LEAVERS

‘Having a bash’ at mindfulness through art
For Waihī resident Rona 

Keith, it took a lifetime to 
come back to the true passion in 
her life, art. 

The retired teacher spent her 
career in the fields of maths and 
IT. Deep down though, she was 
still drawn to creativity. 

“I’ve always wanted to have 
a career that was to do with the 
arts, [but] when I was at school I 
was good at maths,” she said. 

“I ended up [becoming] a pro-
grammer.” 

Finding her career uninspir-
ing, Rona turned to teaching 
maths, in a “spur of the moment 
decision”. 

Now that she’s retired, Rona 
still finds her teaching skills use-
ful. She spends her spare time 
running classes in papercraft, 
junk journaling, slow stitching, 
and embroidery under the moni-
ker “Haveabashery” - encourag-
ing people to simply give it a go. 

“What do I get out of it? To-
tal pleasure. I don’t understand 
people who don’t make things,” 
she said. 

“I think everybody likes being 
creative. People enjoy it because 
it’s a mindfulness exercise.”

One of Rona’s favourite tech-
niques is slow stitching - the art 
of using a needle and thread in 
much the same way as a painter 
uses a brush, to create deliberate 
works of art. It’s more about the 
process than the end product. 

“I do very detailed quilting and 
people look at that and they say, 
‘that’s such a lot of work, how did 
you manage to do that?’ Well, I 

Rona Keith’s artworks are more about mindfulness than the final result.              Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

just get in the flow and just go for 
it,” she said. 

“Just sewing away and not 
thinking about anything. It’s fun-
ny how having an opportunity 
not to think gets you out of your 
head.”

Rona’s joy, she said, comes 
from helping others find their 
own creativity. She’s worked with 
people of all skill levels to make 
something unique to them. 

One of her recent classes 
was for a group of people with 
Down syndrome. She took them 
through making their own books, 
which then went on display in 
Paeroa library. “One of the moth-
ers came along to my junk jour-
nal class,” Rona said. 

“After, she said, ‘we’ve got 
a group, we’d quite like to do 
something’. We were just going 
to do a little one day thing, and 

the leader of the group said she’d 
been thinking about a whole lit-
eracy project.

“One of the girls - every week 
she would just make my day. 
She’d come along and say ‘this 
is so cool, I’m enjoying myself so 
much’.”

The group made a book from 
scratch, including marbled end-
pages, covers and bindings. 

“My idea was to share not only 

what I know but share my stuff,” 
she said, gesturing to the wall of 
craft supplies behind the table. 

“It’s something where you 
can be really relaxed and have 
fun. Granny’s my main job, [but 
there’s] enjoyment in sharing 
and helping others try creative 
things.” 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



10 THE VALLEY PROFILE, July 19, 2023   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

SPECIALOPENDAYSPECIALOPENDAY
Saturday 22 July - 10am-3pm

Weappreciate that the cost of
living crisis is affecting people.

For a selected number of villas we are offering:

Noweekly fees for 2 yearsNoweekly fees for 2 years

$5,000 towards
moving costs

$5,000whiteware
package

+
$5,000Curtain

package
$10,000
Cashback

+ + +
Orwe can tailor a package that best suits you.

44 Waimarei Avenue, Paeroa. Phone Free 0800 928 928 • www.longridgecountryestate.co.nz

AUCKLAND

HAMILTON
TAURANGA

PAEROA

COROMANDEL
WHITIANGA
HOT WATER BEACH

WAIHI

ASSEEN
ONTV
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

spreaders

Mag 45 Causmag
duster & spreader

45 L
$2660 + GST

Spreadmax
fertiliser spreader

120 L
$3350 + GST

Spreadmax easy
lock drive fertiliser
spreader 120 L
$4150 + GST

Spreadmax easy
lock drive fertiliser
spreader 240 L
$4700 + GST

Spreadmax
fertiliser spreader

240 L
$3580 + GST

Spreadmax
TPL750 fertiliser
spreader 750 L
$5190 + GST

Thames-Coro Kiwi call survey first in 30 years
More than 80 volunteers 

across the Thames-Co-
romandel have sat out in the 
dark to record kiwi calls. Now, 
a region-wide survey will be 
able to determine where New 
Zealand’s national bird is - and 
is not.

For 12 evenings throughout 
June, Predator Free Hauraki 
Coromandel held a kiwi call 
survey at 50 different listening 
sites across the region.

Established by 
Katharina Hetch 
in 2022, it is the 
survey’s second 
year of opera-
tion, and Kiwi I 
te Kāinga project 
manager Sasha 
Dowling said the 
results - when col-
lated - will paint 
a picture of high 
Kiwi populations 
in the rohe [area].

“There’s been a lot of kiwi 
surveys done by individual 
groups, but there hasn’t been a 
region-wide kiwi call done for 
30 years, so it’s a really good 
way to get an overview of kiwi 
all across the Peninsula.”

Sasha and Renee Denby co-
ordinated this year’s survey 
in which 11 new listening sites 
were established. Three of 
them were located near the be-
ginning of the Waiotahi Track 
and Crosbies Hut and, after 

analysing the sample closest to 
Thames, Sasha said there were 
no kiwi picked up on the sound 
recording. However, the other 
recordings were yet to be ana-
lysed.

“We can pick up all sorts of 
birdlife and have heard some 
kiwi in places we didn’t expect 
to, moreso on the East Coast,” 
she said.

“It’s fascinating listening to 
them because you can hear all 
the elements - the wind and the 
rain.”

According to 
Sasha, kiwi emit 
a “unique series 
of shrill squeaks”, 
and the females 
can sound quite 
“frightening”.

Collating the 
data obtained 
from the sur-
vey is ongoing, 
with a report on 
the community 
trust’s findings 

still to come.
Sasha said she and Renee 

were grateful to the volunteers 
who made the survey possible 
- some of whom had to hike to 
get to their listening site.

“Kiwi are so elusive,” she 
said. “Everyone knows about 
kiwi but very few people have 
seen or heard kiwi. We had one 
listener in Coromandel Town 
who heard a noise behind him 
and he turned around and the 
kiwi was right behind him.

“It’s the volunteers that have 
made it happen - people are re-
ally committed to their listen-
ing sites.”
DETAILS: To get involved in kiwi 
conservation, contact Predator 
Free Hauraki Coromandel at vol-
unteer@pfhc.nz

Sasha Dowling and Renee 
Denby co-ordinated the region-

wide kiwi call survey.
 Photos: SUPPLIED

“It’s the volun-
teers that have 
made it happen 
- people are re-
ally committed 

to their listening 
sites.”
- Sasha Dowling

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance toThames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2
• 3 Bedroom Villa, 124sqm with

1 bathroom , guest WC,
single garage.

ENQUIRE TODAY!

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

We cater from small
private gatherings to
large scale events.
• Weddings &
Funerals

• Corporate Events
•Team Building

Events

And we can cater
to your needs...

• Buffet
• A La Carte

• Morning & Afternoon
Teas

• High Teas
and more

How can we help you?
What do we cater?....Everything!

Contact us to plan the catering for your next event.
Kris Burton 022 380 9735

email burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
facebook @burtonscatering • website burtoncatering.co.nz

FoodiesFoodies
Indulge in the comforting flavors of a hearty 
beef stew made in your crockpot. This 
recipe combines tender chunks of beef, 
an array of vegetables, and a rich savory 
broth that will warm your soul with every 
spoonful. Slow cooking allows the flavors 
to develop and the meat to become ten-
der, resulting in a dish that is both satisfy-
ing and delicious. Whether you’re seeking 
a comforting weeknight meal or a crowd-
pleasing dinner for family and friends, this 
crockpot beef stew is sure to impress. 

INGREDIENTS
900g beef stew meat, in 1-inch cubes
1/4 cup all-purpose flour

2 tablespoons olive oil
1 large onion, chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced
4 carrots, peeled and sliced
3 celery stalks, sliced
450g baby potatoes, cubed
2 cups beef stock
2 bay leaves
1 teaspoon dried thyme
1 teaspoon dried rosemary
Salt and pepper to taste

METHOD
In a large bowl, combine the flour with salt 
and pepper. Mix the beef stew meat in the 
flour mixture, shaking off any excess. Heat 
olive oil in a large skillet over medium-high 
heat. Brown the beef in batches until nicely 

seared on all sides. Transfer the browned 
meat to the crockpot. In the same skillet, 
add the chopped onion and minced gar-
lic. Sauté for about 3-4 minutes until the 
onion becomes translucent. Transfer the 
onion and garlic to the crockpot, along 
with  carrots, celery, and baby potatoes. In 
a separate bowl, whisk together the beef 
stock, bay leaves, dried thyme, and dried 
rosemary. Pour this mixture into the crock-
pot, covering all the ingredients. Cover 
the crockpot and cook on low heat for 7-8 
hours or on high heat for 4-5 hours until the 
beef is tender and the flavors have melded 
together. Remove the bay leaves from the 
stew and taste and adjust the seasoning if 
necessary before serving. It pairs well with 
crusty bread or fluffy mashed potatoes.

Hearty, warming slow-cooked beef stew
RECIPE
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eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
744 Woodlands Road

eves.co.nz/ewa16078

Something Special
This 80ha (approx. & subject to survey) bare land
property offers the opportunity to breed and finish
a diverse range of livestock. Fully deer fenced and
subdivided into 30 paddocks (approx.) with two
main farm tracks enabling good access over most
of the property. Farm improvements include a new
four-bay pole shed with inclusive bathroom
facilities next to an elevated, proposed house site
that takes advantage of expansive sea and rural
vistas. Plus GST (if any). Call today.

Price by Negotiation

View by appointment

Lester Mullan
021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

[and] rebooting our AEDs on 
marae work.

“[Also], implementing an on-
going communications plan 
to ensure there is good under-
standing of the location of the 
AEDs in our community.”

Hato Hone St John deputy 
chief executive for clinical ser-
vices Dr Damian Tomic said ear-
ly use of an AED when someone 
was suffering a cardiac arrest 
could save a life.  

“Every minute of delay, with-
out CPR and defibrillation, de-
creases the chances of survival 
by 10 to 15 per cent,” he said.

“Survival rates can more than 
double with community help 
when someone is having a car-
diac arrest and bystanders can 

save lives by starting CPR and 
using an AED until an ambu-
lance arrives.

“If you don’t already know 
how to do CPR, please sign up 
to one of the many free courses 
that are available in the commu-
nity today and once you’ve done 
that, sign up to be a GoodSAM 
responder.”

Dr Tomic said GoodSAM 
was an app which alerts people 
when someone is experiencing a 
cardiac arrest nearby, allowing 
them to possibly save a life.
DETAILS: Hato Hone St John offers 
free programmes in communities 
such as the 3 Steps for Life and the 
ASB St John in Schools. For more 
information visit: www.stjohn.
org.nz.

New lifesaving AEDs
New St John defibrillators 

have been installed in Hau-
raki-Coromandel as part of an 
initiative to improve its access 
in isolated, rural, and economi-
cally deprived areas.

The Hato Hone St John 
Paeroa Area Committee re-
ceived $34,315 from One Foun-
dation last year for 15 new AEDs 
[automated external defibrilla-
tors] to be installed in the local 
area.

The AEDs had so far been 
installed at Karangahake Hall, 
Netherton School, Hikutaia 
School and the Paeroa Maritime 
Park and was working to place 
more at local primary schools. 

The committee said the instal-
lation of these AEDs was part of 
its AEDs in the Community pro-
ject in Paeroa.

“[It] will result in the wider 
Paeroa community having ac-
cess to life saving cardiac emer-
gency equipment in strategic 
locations that is publicly acces-
sible 24/7 and is designed for 
easy use by everyday people,” 
the committee said.

Other components of the pro-
ject included reviewing the sta-
tus of the current AEDs around 
the district.

“Developing a checking and 
maintenance schedule, running 
the 3 Steps For Life programme, 
which teaches community 
members to use the AEDs, 

By GORDON PREECE

The Hato Hone St John Paeroa Area Committee received $34,315 
from One Foundation last year for 15 new AEDs.

Fizzing with history: 
The Treasury seeks 
Paeroa stories
The Treasury research cen-

tre and archive is in search 
of Paeroa stories to add to 
its collection. The organisa-
tion will be channelling the 
Antiques Roadshow with its 
upcoming event, Fizzing with 
History: Preserving our Past. 
But rather than antiques, the 
group is hoping to find treas-
ures in the form of history. 

Archive experts will be at 
the Paeroa Information Hub 
on July 21 and 22 armed with 
cameras, notebooks and re-
cording devices. They’re look-
ing for personal stories about 
Paeroa, and they will also be 
assessing people’s documents 
and offering advice on how 
best to preserve them. 

Pundits are invited to bring 
along their photos, maps, dia-
ries, letters and other paper 
records to the event. A limited 
number of appointments are 
available to have these records 
digitised, with those people 
receiving a complementary 
digital copy of their whānau’s 
treasure. 

Those with anecdotes, local 
legends, cherished memories 
and other stories to share can 
record their recollections of 
the past with an audio-visual 
appointment. 

The event is a first for the 
Treasury, which collects and 
preserves paper and oral re-
cords from people across the 
Coromandel Peninsula and 
Hauraki districts. 

“It’s not about the dollar 
value, but rather the historical 
significance that makes these 
items invaluable,” Treasury 
manager Katherine Quinn 
said. 

Selected stories will be fea-
tured in the Treasury’s upcom-
ing book True Tales of Paeroa, 
the latest in the True Tales 
series of local history books. 
The books contain short sto-
ries of authors’ memories of 
life in their area, to serve as a 
record of societal norms and 
everyday life throughout the 
generations.

“Everyone’s got a story, eve-
ryone’s got a yarn. Us Kiwis 
love to yarn,” Treasury trustee 
Lise Cook said. 

“It’s keeping those stories 
alive, that’s what it comes 
down to.”
DETAILS: Fizzing with History: 
Preserving our Past is on at the 
Paeroa Information Hub, 10am-
2pm on July 21 and 22. Visit 
thetreasury.org.nz to book an 
appointment with the digitising 
team. 
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toyota

toyota

nissan

honda

honda

jock’s specialjock’s extra special

daewoo

JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD

2006 TOYOTA AVENIS $5,650
109,000kms, Mags, Electrics, In Silver, Immaculate
2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan
182,000 kms, all extras

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260

2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white $2,995

2004 HONDA JAZZ BEST AVAILABLE

5 dr, 1300cc, auto, 240,000ks, All extras $3,695

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto, $3,995
143,000kms,GOOD VALUE

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA GLX 2004 HONDA ACCORD EURO1994 MAZDA FAMILIA

$4,250

LOOK AT, BUY IT
$3,600

TOP CAR
$4,995

1.8L 5 Speed, All Extras, Top Condition, Up in kms
LOOK AT

BUY IT

2.4L, 5 Speed Manual, All Extras, Rear SpoilerCD, Mags, Air Con, Rear Spoiler, Tinted Windows, Central
Locking, 227,550kms, Immaculate Condition,
In Silver

1997 FORD LASER

$4,250

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore.

A CLASSIC DREAM

2008 TOYOTA WISH
1800cc, 5 Door, 6 Seater, All Extras, 145,000kms

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA

$5,995

158,000 kms, 2360cc Auto, All Extras, 7 Seats, Best Available

2007 VW PASSAT S/WAGON

$6,500

Up in kms, All Electric Extras, Great Condition
2001 HONDA CONCERTO

$2,850

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, Very Tidy,
Drives Well

BE
QUICK

OR NEAR OFFER

1996 HONDA ACCORD

$3,995

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well,
Very smart in Metallic Blue

BEST
AVAILABLE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

$5,850

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

LOOK AT, BUY ITLOOK AT, BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY ITLOOK AT,

BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA
2.2L 5 Speed Manual, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

$2,495

1999 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE
Auto, Extras

3 to
Choose

$$2,5002,500

203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
OFFER SALE ON NOW. CASH, TERMS & TRADE-INS

PRICES NEGOTIABLE

ALL CARS

MUST GO
ALL CARS

MUST GO

$8,995

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

LOOK AT,
BUY IT

General and Mrs Mite’s connection to Kauaeranga
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

A sudden pain in her head sent 
48-year-old Agnes Edwards 

falling to the ground as she was 
collecting gum at Hihi, fourteen 
miles up the Kauaeranga Val-
ley, Thames, in October, 1895. 
She was found a few hours later 
by her husband Thomas, a bush-
man, and his mate as they were 
returning from work. They car-
ried Agnes home where she was 
confined to bed for 13 days, slowly 
improving. But then she had a 
relapse, dying around 1:30 on a 
Saturday morning. The remote 
locality meant the coroner had to 
use the nearest building to hold an 
inquest, which was the Kauaeran-
ga Hotel, but this was still eight 
miles from the Edwards’ home. A 
group of eight men proceeded to 
the house, made a stretcher and 
carried Agnes from Hihi to the 
hotel through very rough country 
and bad weather in an act of kind-
ness that was widely praised. The 
inquest found Agnes died from a 
ruptured blood vessel, a sudden 
end for the mother of Mrs Mite, 
the smallest woman in the world.

Agnes, from Lancashire, Eng-

The General and Mrs Mite - Emily Edwards and Francis Flynn.   Photo: SUPPLIED

land, had two marriages and fif-
teen children over 25 years. It 
was the birth of Emily, who had 
dwarfism, in 1877 that changed 
her life. She and her second hus-
band, Thomas, a labourer, faced a 
struggle with three children from 
her first marriage to support. As a 
little person, Emily was financially 
lucrative and she began being ex-
hibited to the public when she was 
three years old.

In 1884, seven-year-old Emily 
was ‘married’ to Francis Flynn, 
a 20-year-old American dwarf, 
known as General Mite, in Eng-
land. The wedding, a publicity 
stunt, fudged her real age and un-
truthfully stated her birthplace as 
Kalamazo, Michigan. Showmen 
were infamous for their deception, 
and fabrications followed Emily 
throughout her life.

The pair became known as 
General and Mrs Mite - the Royal 
American Midgets. They sang 
and danced together and were a 
novelty seldom seen in travelling 
companies. Both sets of parents 
travelled with the “smallest mar-
ried couple in the world”, their fa-
thers acting as their managers. In 
the years that followed, Agnes had 
children in France, Belgium and 
Germany, as she accompanied 
Emily on the show circuit.

The Mites appeared before 
Queen Victoria, the Prince and 
Princess of Wales, and other no-
tabilities, including President 
Hayes, who in 1876, at the White 
House, bestowed the honorary ti-
tle of General on Francis Flynn.

In July, 1889, the two family 
groups arrived in Australia, but 
Agnes was not there for long – re-
turning to England where she had 
a son who died shortly after birth. 

Agnes, who seemed perpetu-
ally pregnant, and having to leave 
children in her wake, was back in 
Australia by 1890 where she had 
a daughter; that same year her 
three-year-old son died in Eng-

land.
Emily and Francis settled in 

Australia. In December, 1890, 
they began a tour of New Zealand 
with their parents and in March, 
1891, made their first appearance 

at Thames, performing over four 
nights at the Academy of Music, 
with an afternoon matinee for 
children. General Mite was de-
scribed as an “entertaining little 
fellow” and Mrs Mite was “a dain-
ty little morsel of a woman, with 
large, bright, and intelligent eyes”, 
more modest and retiring than 
the General. It may have been 
now that Millie’s parents decided 
to settle at Thames.

Three years after her mother’s 
death, Emily’s husband, General 
Mite, died in Australia one day be-
fore his 34th birthday after catch-
ing a chill. The shock to Emily was 
said to be so great that she retired 
from show business and moved 
to Thames, living with her father 
on a Kauaeranga farm for around 
eight years.

Emily returned to vaudeville 
life in 1906, now calling herself 
Mrs General Mite. Her father 
travelled with her and they were 
joined by one of her sisters, billed 
as being 13 years old and her size 
“a marked contrast” to Mrs Gen-
eral Mite. For the next six years, 
Emily criss-crossed the Tasman, 
performing in both Australia and 
New Zealand, taking with her a 
tiny hansom cab drawn by a pony, 
and driven by a small boy. In 1913 
she, her father and sister toured 
the Far East, returning in 1914, 
World War I curtailing her travel-
ling until 1918. Emily died in 1919, 
while touring the South Island, 
collapsing from heart failure on 
Christchurch’s High Street. She 
was 42. She was buried at Brom-
ley cemetery, Christchurch.

Agnes, the mother of a little 
person who once had a big place 
in Thames history, is buried at 
Shortland cemetery.



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     July 19, 2023, THE VALLEY PROFILE 15

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

“
When I opened my shop Gothica Baby
in November 2022, I chose to do an
advertorial with the Valley Profile to
introduce ourselves to the community.
I chose the Valley Profile over other local
publications in our region because it
is authentically local, not just “cut and
paste” stories from outside our area.
I could not have been happier with the ad
itself and the immediate response from
shoppers who saw the ad and came in to
have a look. A family came all the way
fromWaihi because they saw our ad.
I can not recommend Nikki and the team
at Valley Profile highly enough.
Sooz Gilmer - Gothica Baby

SPORTS

Referee Nico Fox, left, watches closely.                            Photos:  KELLEY TANTAU

Mud, sweat, 
and cheers
After coming up short in the first half, the “red and 
white dynamite” from Whangamatā took the lead over 
Hauraki North in the final 40 minutes and clinched 
the McClinchy Cup on July 15. It was a nail-biting 
clash between the two teams, but with dominating 
possession and precision kicking by Sean Cullen, 
Whangamatā won the Premier Final at Rhodes Park. 
Reporter KELLEY TANTAU caught the action.

Possession of the ball is contested for during a line-out. Whangamatā maul their way to the try line.

An offload from Whangamatā continues play. Hauraki North make a break for it in the final 15.

Whangamatā celebrate after scoring.

The boys in blue make a run for it.

No 1 IN LOCAL NEWS
The Valley Profile: 

up to 28 local 
stories per issue

Support your locally-owned and operated 
community newspaper - call Nikki today to place 

your CLASSIFIEDS, adverts and advertorials 

022 130 3885 
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

A competitor: 
only 0-3 local 

stories per issue
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

HOUSEWASH
SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house, 

roof or pa� os, fences & driveways.
Cleaning, moss treatment & 
waterblas� ng for 25 years.

Also clean exterior windows.
Call 0800 737 777 or 

Anton direct on 027 313 4386
atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

home maintenance  

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 electrician

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
We solve your tree problems 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding   
Pruning • Clearing • Storm Clean Up

Qualifi ed, experienced, 
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today 

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

Rich Visick 
027 424 4217 / 07 862 5114 

Coromandel, Hauraki & Beyond
Heights Certified & Insured

Chimney 
Sweeping 

chimney sweep

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

• Caravan e-wofs
• Home and Business
electrical inspections

• IQP emergency lighting
inspections

• Solar power inspections
Servicing Hauraki,

Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

electrical inspector

DOG TREATS
Thames Market Thames Market 
every Saturday...every Saturday...

Rain or ShineRain or Shine

E: debstra.dogs@gmail.comE: debstra.dogs@gmail.com
FB: FB: Deb’s Dog Treats‘n‘MeatsDeb’s Dog Treats‘n‘Meats  

pet food

CALL THE EXPERTS

Ben Specta would like to thank all 
those who have offered support and 

custom since kicking off his Electrical 
Inspecting business, Inspectrical, last 
January.

Based in Waihi, Ben has quickly 
warmed to the friendly and incredibly 
helpful community of Waihi and its sur-
rounding towns. 

With numerous caravan E-wofs and 

solar power installation inspections 
undertaken, he is now completing unit 
standards and competency training to be 
able to undertake metering installations 
and new connections. 

These additional services will be avail-
able in the very near future. 

Ultra reliable, trustworthy and friendly, 
contact Ben Specta, Ph 021 944 309 or 
email ben@inspectrical.co.nz.

Electrical inspector connects in region
Ben Specta plans to keep everyone electrically safe with his new business.                  Photo: SUPPLIED
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Trades & Services

Storage Public Notice

Public Notice

Wanted
For Lease

Death Notice

In Memoriam

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 021 
060 7659

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. In-
sured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Handyman

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. Call 
Trev 027 4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Curly 021 746 608.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 plumber

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

TILER
Quality workmanship. 
Currently available. 
Enquiries ph Rob 
 Ph 021 026 93064

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

“Arguing with a fool proves there are two.” 
– Doris M. Smith
“A witty saying proves nothing.” – Voltaire

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Victoria Battery 
Tramway 

Society Inc.
AGM

Sunday 30th July 
2.00pm

Victoria Battery Museum
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waste removal

Possum Skins
Buyer at Pestpro
29 Ongare Point

Katikati
10am to 12pm
July 26th 2023

Ph: 027 2412936

PAEROA BLUELIGHT AGM
Thursday 20 July 2023 

@ 6pm
Paeroa Cafe, Bar & Brasserie 

2 Seymour Street, Paeroa 
paeroabluelightsecretary

@gmail.com

WAKE, David Andrew:
Father of four boys, 
Salem, Jeremiah, 
Daniel and Benjamin. 
Cherished son of Ivy 
and Peter. Brother to 
Alan, Gordon, Chris 
and Robyn. 
Join in memory of 
David at the Thames 
Salvation Army church, 
11am Thursday 20th 
July. 

FOX, 
Keith Sinclair:
Passed away one year 
ago on 10th July, 2022.
Remembered every 
day, hope you find your 
rainbow.
Love Mum and family.

New treatment for arthritic pets
Around 80 per cent of dogs and cats over 
eight years old and 35 per cent of all ages 
suffer from arthritis pain.  

Signs that your pet might have arthri-
tis include: reluctance to jump up into the 
car, couch or usual favourite sleeping spot; 
lagging behind on walks; limping after ex-
ercise; stiff movements; slow rising from 
lying down or sitting; reluctance or refusal 
to climb stairs; accidents around the house; 
general irritability or grumpiness. 

Although other conditions can cause 
these signs, an appointment with your vet 
is recommended. If arthritis is diagnosed, 
there are many medications, supplements 
and diets that can help. 

Beransa (dogs) and Solensia (cats) are the 
newest treatment options and have shown 
excellent safety and efficacy for managing 
arthritis pain. The monthly injection is an 
antibody treatment that targets inflamma-
tion and pain at the source, not just mask-

ing the pain. Talk to your vet about whether 
Beransa or Solensia would be a good choice 
for your dog or cat. 

A review from a satisfied owner and dog:
“Layla was a bit slow in getting up off 

her bed off the ground and often needed 
a big stretch before she got going. Then at 
the end of the day, we would notice she 
was drained after walks from the day and 
appeared a little bit stiff. She would also 
sometimes need lifting up onto the bed or 
in the car if she had been on a walk or two 
that day. After treatment, Layla has more 
energy and enthusiasm to get up and play 
at the end of the day. Zoomies have made a 
reappearance, including rebounding off fur-
niture and leaping up onto the couch and 
bed. She has also been able to keep up with 
her younger friends at the park for longer.”  

If you are concerned about your pet’s mo-
bility, please get in touch with your Anexa 
Vet.       - Supplied by Anexa Vets

Before treatment After treatment

The year I joined the Police, 1972, 
892 people died on our roads. I feel 

NZTA, which was then called LTSA, the 
MOT, especially the Traffic Officers, 
and the Police, should be commended. 
As since then, with new legislation, and 
powers coming; last year the toll was 
378 deaths with just 318 in 2020 and 
2021. That is a huge reduction, nearly a 
third since 1972.

In those days, on the peninsula and in 
Hauraki, fatal accidents were one of the 
most common incidents we attended as 
Police. From memory, one every three 
weeks. The Waikato was always hugely 
overrepresented in the annual report of 
fatalities. I recall on one occasion the 
Kōpū-Hikuai road was named the na-
tion’s worst road for fatalities that year. 
Forty per cent of the total fatal accidents 
in New Zealand in one particular year 
occurred in the Waikato.

Police, MOT traffic officers, St John 
volunteers, Mike Moore with his tow 
truck and Max and his Twentymans staff 
developed a regular routine. In those 
days, the constable on duty completed 
the whole procedure at the scene after 
taking photos, making a scene plan, in-
terviewing witnesses and completing 
the prosecution file.

This applied to simple accidents as 
much as to multiple fatal accidents. 

There was a lot of support locally, how-
ever, as our traffic officers Colin Molloy 
and Alan Austin and the five local po-
licemen sought to limit intoxicated peo-
ple driving. 

A ‘blow in the bag’ breath test was giv-
en at the scene. A ‘fail’ of that meant you 
could request the driver to come back 
to the police station where a doctor was 
called in to take a blood sample. Howev-
er, on busy weekend evenings our duty 
doctor, Doctor Apthorp, never bothered 
leaving the police station, staying until 
about 1am when things quietened down. 
We had to keep his tea and biscuits go-
ing throughout the evening, mostly by 
our wonderful Community Civil De-
fence Police volunteers.

However, at the time, drinking and 
driving was largely socially acceptable 
and common on Friday and Saturday 
nights. And when we prosecuted peo-
ple, there were huge loopholes in the 
legislation, which allowed solicitors to 
easily have cases dismissed. This even 
comes down to the police or traffic of-
ficers omitting a word when formally 
requesting a breath test from a driver 
or requiring him or her to return to the 
police station with them or requesting a 
blood sample.

Drs’ Bob and Margaret Tennant at 
Ngatea were another shining example 
of selfless duty to the community. They 
were always called out with St John to 
accidents on the Plains and would fol-
low the ambulance at speed to Thames 
Hospital, with the flashing green light 
on the roof of their car. The Transport 
Act at the time actually recognised this 
colour light flashing for medical staff 
in an emergency. At that time Thames 
Hospital had its own mortuary down in 
the basement, where the deceased were 
sadly taken. Postmortem examinations 
to determine cause of death were per-
formed there by local surgeon Mr Ham-
ilton. Thankfully attitudes have changed 
so much!!!

- Ron Agnew is a former
 Thames Police officer

Road fatalities 
‘every 3 weeks’

By RON AGNEW

OPINION
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Te Kauwhata
22 Main Rd, 07 826 3581
Maramarua
515 Ferndale Rd, 09 232 5891
Ngatea
49 Orchard Rd, 07 867 7256

Paeroa
39 Belmont Rd, 07 862 8815
Thames
623 Pollen St, 07 868 7005
anexa.co.nz/pets/ Search AnexaPets

Hungry a lot?
Hungry a lot?

g more?
g more?

Super talkative?

Super talkative?

Really thirsty?

Really thirsty?
Sleeping

Old age? Maybe...
but these symptoms
indicate an
underlying issue,
many of which can
be easily managed
- ask about a senior
pet consult.

Is yourIs your
older cat?older cat?

Losing weight?

Losing weight?

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

NOTIFICATION OF MASS AND/OR  
SPEED LIMITS ON BRIDGES

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Regulation 11, Heavy Motor Vehicle Regulations 1974

NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to regulation 11(3) of the 
Heavy Motor Vehicle Regulations 1974, the Hauraki District Council 
has fixed the following maximum mass and speed limits for heavy 
motor vehicles and combinations including a heavy motor vehicle 
on the bridge described hereunder:

Name of 
road

Name of 
bridge

Mass limits
Maximum 
speed limit 

(km/h)

Maximum 
mass on 

any 1 axle

Gross mass 
(maximum 
sum of axle 

mass)
Ferry Road 
(Komata)

Ferry No. 1 
Bridge (ID 107) 8200 kg 90% of 

Class 1 15 km/h

Crown Hill 
Road

Crown Hill 
Road Bridge 
(ID 109)

44000 kg

Waitawheta 
Road

Waitawheta 
No. 1 Bridge 
(ID 126)

44000 kg

Frankton 
Road

Frankton No. 1 
Bridge (ID 71) 44000 kg

Attention is drawn to the applicable penalties and infringement 
fees set out in Schedule 1A or Part 3 of Schedule 1B of the Land 
Transport (Offences and Penalties) Regulations 1999, which apply 
to infringements of these limits.

Date issued: 19 July 2023
Adrian de Laborde
Group Manager Service Delivery
Hauraki District Council

GIS Administrator
We are seeking a skilled and motivated GIS 
Administrator to join our team at Hauraki District 
Council. As a GIS administrator, you will play a 
crucial role in managing and maintaining our GIS 
infrastructure and ensuring its efficient operation.

Requirements for this role are a Tertiary degree in 
GIS or related discipline and proven experience as a 
GIS Administrator or similar role.

The salary range for this role is between $75,000 
and $88,000 per annum based on your relevant 
experience and competencies.

For further information and position description 
please check the Hauraki District Council webpage.

To apply for these roles, please go to: 
www.haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz/Vacancies

Applications close 31 July 2023

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Staff Required for Gull Thames 
Service Station

Staff required for Night shifts and Day shifts 
(Full time/Part time) positions available at 
Gull Thames. Suitable customer service 
experience, must be mature and have 
good communication skills.
Please Drop your CV at 
Gull & Rockgas Thames
208 Pollen Street, Thames 3500

Cement Tanker Driver
Based in Ngatea

• Full Training Provided 
• 5 days per week, immediate start. 
• Class 5 Licence essential
• Pre employment drug test required. 

Phone Craig 0274 988 626
Or email  operations@lbtcement.co.nz

Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant
Qualified Mechanic Wanted 

Immediate start. 
Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz 

or phone 
027 227 1121

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Storage

Public Notice

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

These are volunteer positions to support 
the work of the Area Committee and are 
appointed for a three-year term. A lesser 
term would be considered.
The committee’s role is the local delivery of 
Hato Hone St John’s vision for enhanced 
health and wellbeing for all, by working 
within the committee and wider Hato Hone 
St John structures, to meet the priorities 
within the Hato Hone St John Community 
Health Strategy for Thames & the Hauraki 
Plains. The expected time commitment 
is 60 to 90 hours a year although the 
Treasurer may need to commit to slightly 
more. Some paid admin staff support is 
available to assist.
The appointees will need to attend 
the regular Area Committee meetings 
and work collaboratively with the other 
members of the committee and wider 
organisational relationships.
We are seeking new volunteers for 
these positions that would either suit 
experienced people or those with some 
skill wishing to kickstart the development 
of their skill base and experience for their 
personal future ambitions.

Please email your expressions of 
interest to hauraki.community@stjohn.
org.nz in the first instance, or post to: 
post to: Area Committee vacancies,

Hato Hone St John,
PO Box 701, Thames 3540 

Hato Hone St John 
Thames & Hauraki Plains 
- Area Committees have 

vacancies for a 
Committee Secretary and 
a Committee Treasurer. 

NEED 

STAFF? 

GOT

 SOMETHING 

TO SELL?

Advertise in the 

Valley Profile 

and get results!

Phone Nikki on 

022 130 3885

“A day without laughter 
is a day wasted,”
- Charlie Chaplin

“Sometimes you lie in 
bed at night and you 
don’t have a single thing 
to worry about. That 
always worries me!”
- Charlie Brown 
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Keep one’s nose clean, 10 Emphatic, 15 Wizard, 16Aficionado, 17 Proposal,
19 Peckish, 21 Kapok, 22 Retaliate, 25 Eccentric, 27 Proceed, 29 Recede, 33 Guile, 34
Tranquil, 36 Skin diving, 39Ape, 41 Prophet, 42 Pickup, 43Adagio, 44 Kiss, 45 Synonym, 48
Denouement, 53 Nosegay, 57 Urge, 58 Balsam, 59 Nodule, 60 Leather, 62 Eve, 64 Bottom line,
65 Ruminant, 66 Queue, 69 Stamps, 70 Referee, 71Altimeter, 76 Undecided, 77 Prime, 78
Portray, 83 Threaten, 84 Pigeonhole, 85 Bungle, 86 Disperse, 87 Clutching at straws.

DOWN: 2 Exited, 3 Prank, 4 Nod, 5 Snag, 6 Origami, 7 Editor, 8 Lens, 9 Audience, 11 Margin,
12 Hypothesis, 13 Task, 14 Collide, 18 Sauerkraut, 20 Stem, 23 Start, 24 Retiring, 26 Calypso,
28 Relapse, 30 Quarry, 31 Cuckoo, 32 Ensign, 35 Naive, 37 Gusty, 38 Very, 40 Ease, 45 Squab,
46 Nightcap, 47 Measly, 48 Disinherit, 49 Name, 50 Unnerve, 51 Madame, 52 Nylon, 54 Omen,
55 Enthuse, 56Avenue, 61 Compensate, 63Anvil, 67 Remedial, 68 Veto, 69 Sweated, 72
Lampoon, 73 Recess, 74 Drench, 75 Sallow, 79 Tenor, 80 Iris, 81 Dent, 82 Beta, 85 Bus.

ACROSS
1 Tastes (7)
4 Bad behaviour (10)
9 Crime (7)
13 Small whirlpool (4)
14 Colonise (6)
15 Master, dab hand
(6)
16 Fruit tree group (7)
19 Sentry (7)
20 An apparent
misfortune that turns
out later to be a boon
(8,2,8)
21 Handwriting (6)
22 Vow (6)
24 Men-only do (4,5)
29 Spring flower (8)
30 Free (6)
31 Outfit (7)
35 Grandiloquence (8)
36 Habitual user (6)
37 Chew at (4)
38 Judge’s hammer (5)
39 Plant fluid (3)
41 Surrender (5)
43 Fish (6)
47 Kingdom (5)
50 Label (3)
54 Water vapour (5)
55 Skin eruption (4)
56 Defensive covering
(6)
57 Cross-examine (8)
60 Big cat (7)
61 Hissed (anag)(6)
62 Contestant finishing
second (6-2)

65 Misappropriated
money under one’s
control (9)
67 Low room (6)
68 Fold mark (6)
72 Bill at exorbitant
prices (6,2,3,3,1,3)
75 Humdrum (7)
77 Count in (7)
78 Interment (6)
79 Rabbit hole (6)
80 Formal dance (4)
81 Annoying (7)
82 Used (6-4)
83 Golf match
spectators (7)
DOWN
1 Tumefy (5)
2 So-so (8)
3 Detective (6)
4 Put into storage or
on hold for an indefinite
period (10)
5 Vista (5)
6 Supervise (7)
7 Fragrant flower (6)
8 Welsh dog (5)
10 Presage, indicate
by signs (10)
11 Tire out (7)
12 Stroke lovingly (6)
17 Required by rule
(10)
18 Proverb (5)
21 Residential areas
(7)
23 Misleads, takes in
(7)

25 Darting pain (6)
26 Swot up (6)
27 Military display (6)
28 Single-celled animal
(6)
30 Interrogate (5)
32 City transport (4)
33 Seaweed (4)
34 Lose colour (4)
40 Off course (6)
42 Metal with symbol
Pb (4)
44 Disinterest (6)
45 Viral disease (5)
46 Non-partisan (7)
48 Astuteness (6)
49 Masked ball (10)
50 Clip (4)
51 Bona fide (7)
52 Treaty (4)
53 Selection (6)
58 Public vote (10)
59 At risk (10)
63 Stratospheric layer
(5)
64 Covertly undermine
or damage (8)
66 Small glass balls (7)
67 Hugged lingeringly
(7)
69 Black eye (6)
70 Gambling house (6)
71 Concentrated (6)
73 Way, course taken
(5)
74 Country with Tripoli
(5)
76 Ridiculous (5)
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THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust
Total Mobility Scheme assessors

• Reachers
• Sock Aids
• Walking Sticks
• Continence Products
• Bathroom & Toilet Aids

We do our best to source other products on request

DAILY LIVING PRODUCTS

607MackaySt, Thames (Opposite the hospital) •Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 •E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF

OUR PRE-OWNED PICKS

$15,990

2015 Mazda 2 GSX
Automatic

Finance Me

$12,990

2017 Suzuki Ignis
GLX
Manual

Finance Me

$25,990

2018 Ford Escape
Titanium Diesel
Automatic

Finance Me
$16,995

2018 Suzuki Swift GL
Automatic

Finance Me

2013 Suzuki Swift
Sport
Automatic

$10,995
Finance Me

$29,990

2022 Suzuki Vitara
Turbo AWD
Automatic

Finance Me

Finance Me
$26,990

2017 Nissan Qashqai
TI

Finance Me

Automatic

$21,990

2022 Suzuki Baleno
GLX
Manual

Finance Me
$26,990

2020 Suzuki Vitara
Turbo AWD
Automatic

Finance Me

$34,990

2022 Suzuki S-Cross
JLX Turbo
Automatic

Demo special!

Ballet ‘dream come 
true’ for local dancer
A ballet dancer who had his start per-

forming end-of-year shows at a Haura-
ki theatre has now signed with the Nation-
al Ballet of Canada, achieving his dream of 
becoming a professional ballerino.

Former Kaihere local Aidan Tully, 19, 
has had a whirlwind six months.

In late-January, he took part in one of 
the world’s most prestigious dance com-
petitions, the Prix de Lausanne, in Swit-
zerland. 

Out of 429 applicants from 39 countries, 
Aidan was the sole New Zealander to be 
selected.

He then spent four months touring with 
The Royal New Zealand Ballet.

Now, Aidan has signed with the National 
Ballet of Canada, based in Toronto, mark-
ing the start of his career as a professional 
ballet dancer. 

“It’s a dream come true,” he said. “I’ve 
been waiting for this day for I don’t even 
know how long. It’s made it all worth it 
- all the long nights and difficult rehears-
als - and it’s a culmination of all the work 
people have put into me and that I’ve put 
into myself.” 

Aidan started practising ballet at age 
seven, and was a former student of Paul-
ine Germon’s Thames Hauraki Ballet The-
atre, based in Turua.

He finished up at Hauraki Plains College 
when he was 15 and moved, on his own, 
to Wellington to train at the New Zealand 
School of Dance.

He told The Profile he sent an audition 
video to the National Ballet of Canada and 

got a response asking him to travel to To-
ronto to audition in person. 

But, being busy with Prix de Lausanne 
preparations, Aidan told the company he 
would be unable to make it. 

However, while over in Switzerland with 
his mum Sarah, dad Ciarán, his grandma, 
and relatives from England, he got anoth-
er call saying the Canadian company was 
still interested.

He restructured his flight plan and made 
it to Toronto to audition, see the facilities, 
and get a feel for his future “day to day” 
life. Now, getting paid to do what he loves 
was him finally “reaping the rewards”, he 
said, and he couldn’t have done it without 
the support from his family and commu-
nity.

“I can’t express in words enough how 
much it means to me for the uncondi-
tional love and support that’s come from 
them,” he said. “I was just a little boy with 
a dream, asking: ‘Can I do ballet?’ They 
said yes, and now here we are.”

Aidan, who was on a plane to Canada on 
Tuesday last week, said he once suffered 
with a lack of self-confidence and anxiety. 

He wanted to remind people to “take 
care of the arts”.

“Support it and keep feeding that growth 
because… there’s a whole world out there 
full of beautiful, creative people putting 
incredible work into all shapes and forms. 

“It hasn’t always come easy showing 
people what I can do, so there’s been a lot 
of learning and a lot of growth, and I’m re-
ally proud of myself for overcoming that.” 

Aidan Tully, 19, is now a 
professional ballet dancer with 
the National Ballet of Canada.
           Photo: GREGORY BATARDON

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air


