‘It is isolating’ - survey shows anxiety over road closure, P3
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kingfish farm forecastto
export $110 million m_prod -'
peryear. ALICE PARMIN ER

reports

AE invasive seaweed, lack of

nvironmental — mitigation
planning and animal welfare is-
sues were among the objections
raised at a recent hearing for a
proposed kingfish farm forecast
to export $110 million worth of
product annually.

However, supporters of the
application say the proposed fish
farm will have significant eco-
nomic and community benefits
for the region, and could create

up to 350 jobs.

The hearing, held in Paeroa on
April 17-21, involved a coastal
permit application lodged with
the Waikato Regional Council in
2020.

The application had been pub-
licly notified, and a number of
submissions both for and against
were discussed at the hearing.

The applicant was Pare Haura-
ki Kaimoana, a company owned
by the Hauraki Maori Trust

Board, which represents 12 iwi
in the Hauraki region.

It proposed the development
of a farm within the Coromandel
Marine Farming Zone (CMFZ), a
300 hectare area located 13.5km
offshore from Coromandel Town
in the inner Hauraki Gulf.

Pare Hauraki Kaimoana al-
ready holds 240ha of space with-
in the CMFZ, plus an additional
60ha of settlement space allocat-
ed under the Maori commercial

aquaculture claims settlement
act 2004.

It sought consent to farm
caged kingfish, along with mus-
sels, sea cucumbers, sponges,
kelp, algae and seaweeds.

“[1t] will provide significant
social, cultural and economic
benefits to the iwi of Hauraki, as
well as the Thames-Coromandel
District and Waikato Region,”
the company’s application said.

“Pare Hauraki Kaimoana pro-

Fish farm proposed

vides well over $1 million per
annum in the form of grants for
kaumatua, marae, education,
arts and sports.”

The company said its farming
activities would promote the sus-
tainable management of natural
and physical resources in the
coastal environment, while also
safeguarding the life-supporting
capacity of the Hauraki Gulf.

“The proposal will contribute
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Environmental concerns for fish farm

CONTINUED FROM P1

to the government’s objective
for aquaculture in the regions
of New Zealand to become a $3
billion industry by 2035,” the
application stated.

However, a submission from
Forest and Bird asked that the
application be denied outright
on several grounds, includ-
ing the possible impact on
the environment, the likeli-
hood of increased waste and
nutrients being released into
the Hauraki Gulf, and the po-
tential for the spread of pests.

Protect Our Gulf, an advoca-
cy group based on Waiheke Is-
land, also strongly opposed the
application, stating it “failed to
meet the requirements of the
resource management act”.

The group drew parallels
between this farm and salm-
on farms in the South Island,
which have struggled with
warming seas, animal welfare
issues and mortality rates of
“over 20 per cent per year”.

Several other submissions
supported the application in
part, with many raising con-
cerns about the lack of detail
around managing potential ad-
verse effects.

The Department of Conser-
vation had issues with the po-
tential effects on seabirds and
other marine life.

It also was concerned about
the farming of undaria, a high-
ly invasive species of kelp it

i
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Approximate location of the proposed farm near Coromandel Town.

labelled a “pest”, known to out-
compete native seaweeds.

However, Pare Hauraki Kai-
moana’s application noted the
seaweed species had been es-
tablished in the Waikato region
since 2002.

The Ministry of Primary In-
dustries stated the application
was unclear on specific details,
such as “potential changes in
water quality, benthic [sea
floor] impacts, indigenous bio-
diversity, biosecurity manage-
ment, and proposed consent
conditions to manage environ-
mental effects, which require
further development. Further,
management plans for seabirds

or marine mammals have not
been provided”.

A submission from Thames
Coromandel District Council
supported Pare Hauraki Kai-
moana’s application, stating it
would contribute positively to
the Coromandel, Waikato and
national aquaculture economy
and to Maori economic wellbe-
ing.

Hauraki District Council was
also supportive, acknowledg-
ing the widespread benefits the
farm could have for the com-
munity, including employment
and support of local iwi.

Pare Hauraki Kaimoana’s
proposed farm would include

“[ It] will provide signifi-
cant social, cultural and
economic benefits to the
iwi of Hauraki, as well as
the Thames-Coromandel
District and Waikato Re-
gion.”
- Pare Hauraki Kaimoana

five farming blocks.

Three of these would hold a
total of 36 kingfish pens and
the remaining two farming
blocks would hold the other
species.

At full development, the farm
is forecast to produce approxi-
mately 8000 tonnes of kingfish
(live weight) a year.

The application listed its po-
tential export revenue at ap-
proximately $110 million per
annum, and said the farm had
the potential to create more
than 350 full-time roles, both
directly and within related in-
dustries. A likely export market
for kingfish would be Japan,
the application stated, where it
would be used for sashimi.

The company also lodged a
request asking for a rule change
to the Waikato Regional Coast-
al Plan, to allow it to place
subsurface anchor lines and
anchor structures outside the
boundaries of the CMFZ.
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Survey shows anx1ety over road closure

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

F our-hour bus trips to school,
failing businesses, and iso-
lated family members are the
new, inescapable reality for many
Coromande{) residents due to the
Kopu-Hikuai Rd closure, an on-
line survey shows.

Minister of Transport Michael
Wood will announce Waka Kotahi
NZ Transport Agency’s rebuild
plan for the road on May 9, af-
ter the main highway was closed
earlier this year when cyclones
caused a large slip to take out a
13om stretch of the road near the
summit. Options include a bridge,
bypass or retaining wall, and it’s
1(%);(pected to take around a year to

Meanwhile, the majority of 716
residents taking part in an infor-
mal survey about the road closure
said the road closure was having
an adverse effect on their lives.

Titled Impact of SH25A &
SH25 Road Closures, the survey
was conducted by the Pauanui
Ratepayers and Residents Asso-
ciation. Initially aimed at Pauanui
residents, it quickly attracted
responses from across the east
coast, Thames and as far afield as
Auckland and Hamilton.

“The business we have slaved
away at for the past 15 years will
need to close down,” one respond-
ent said.

“We have put everything we
have into building our successful
tourism business. That could all
be taken away from us if we don’t
have the funds to pay [bills].”

Another simply stated:

«

our

Residents are feellng the isolation, as SH25A remains closed

business is failing”.

Several responses talked about
losing workers or being forced to
work fewer hours due to the longer
commute times. Business owners
also made comments about how
quiet they had been.

“Business sales [are] down 30
per cent,” one said.

“I have had to refund $2000
worth of Airbnb bookings and can-
cellations and [have] no further
business due to the road and can-
cellation of events,” said another.

Extended travel times were also
affecting schooling, and many
families were becoming increas-

ingly isolated from family mem-
bers on the other side of the slip.

“My kids now travel four hours a
day to school on a bus, the bus now
costs an extra $100 per week. My
fuel bill has nearly doubled,” one
respondent said.

Another said their parents, who
arein their 70s and live in Pauanui,
were feeling more vulnerable and
isolated. “We miss being able to
see them as much - [our] family is
separated by the journey in an un-
expected way.”

Medical access was a major con-
cern, with many wondering how
they would get help in an emer-

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
gency.

“U'm unable to work from my
work base in Thames Hospital as
I work in the community and need
to service the whole peninsula,
which is not realistically possible
with the extra distance [and] we
have been unable to get to medi-
cal and dental appointments,” one
healthcare worker said.

“I care for my severely disabled
partner who relies on an easy
route to Thames hospital for treat-
ments,” another resident said.

Anna van Limpt, the asso-
ciation’s administrator, said the

words “stressed”, “anx1ous” “Iso-

lation” and “trapped” were recur-
ring themes.

“It is about people’s commute,
being apart from family and
friends, local businesses suffering,
school kids with long commutes,
extra time to get to healthcare,
families being apart during the
week, massive extra costs on fuel
and accommodation,” she said.

“And now the proposed average
11.4 per cent rates increase could
just be the final straw for some,
many.”

Anna said the weekends in
Pauanui were a lot quieter, with
noticeably fewer people visiting.
“The campground, motels and
shops are suffering and need the
weekends to get through winter.
For many visitors, it takes a long
weekend to make it worth coming
over and allow for the extra travel
time,” she said.

“Unfortunately with a couple of
long weekends ruined due to rain
and cyclones, it only adds to the
pain. We hope that the local Coro-
mandel businesses will be able to
survive, but many are struggling.”

One business owner from the
Pauanui Village Shopping Centre,
who did not wish to be named,
said their business was 30 per
cent down over the past three
months, and they knew of another
business who was down by nearly
70 per cent.

The results of the survey were
presented to both local and cen-
tral governments.

Waka Kotahi New Zealand
Transport Agency responded, say-
ing although fixing the road was a
priority, a temporary option was
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Four Square Paeroa 104 Normanby Rd
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COMMUNITY?

Four Square Paeroa staff Matt Carter, left, Glenn Robinson, Tim Watts, and Hazel Bidois.
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Many offerings for the community

Paeroa’s newest grocer has felt “a real
sense of pride” to deliver fresh prod-
ucts to his community in the past six
months.

Tim Watts has owned Four Square
Paeroa alongside his wife Lauren since No-
vember last year after previous stints at
Northland stores since 2020.

“I grew up on an orchard outside Cam-
bridge and Lauren in a dairy in Renwick so
the concept of serving the community is
in our blood and the desire of getting into
Four Square was something we had want-
ed to do for a number of years,” he said.

“Being a locally owned and operated
community store and serving the com-
munity is pretty special, and building the
relationships with all the different custom-
ers we've got and meeting their families,
there’s nothing quite like it really.”

Tim said his store on the main street,

aé ADVERTORIAL

which has 17 staff, offers fresh produce,
meat, fish, bakery alongside supermarket
staples and had recently introduced sea-
food and chicken and chips.

“Chicken and chips has been a game
changer for us and is bringing so many new
customers into the store,” he said.

“We are constantly listening to what
products our customers want to see in
store and have ranged hundreds of new
products delivering on the range and value
that our loyal customers expect.”

Tim is also a Positive Paeroa commit-
tee member and can be seen sponsoring
sport and community projects. He plans
to launch more community initiatives this
year alongside other local businesses.

“We are fortunate to be able to serve.
Thank you to every one of our customers,
your support means so much to Lauren
and 1,” he said.
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Further $520Kk for rail trail rebuild

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

auraki district councillors

may have been apprehensive
to provide another half-a-million
dollars to the Hauraki Rail Trail
Trust, but in the end, all voted in
support.

Now, because the funds were
unbudgeted, ratepayers will be
impacted.

At its April 26 meeting, Hau-
raki District Council unanimously
voted to provide $133,000 for the
trust’s Waitakaruru to Kopu pro-
ject, and a further $387,000 for
its Pukorokoro to Kaiaua project.

The $520,000 spent will not
impact rates for this financial year
[2023/24] but could cost ratepay-
ers an extra $2.36 in 2024/25.

The Hauraki Rail Trail has
sought funding from the Ministry
of Business, Innovation and Em-
ployment - which could reduce
the rating impact - but that is yet
to be confirmed.

Paeroa ward councillor Carole
Daley measured funding the two
sections of the trail against the
impact on ratepayers.

“For us to approve an extra
$520,000 on one issue - and I'm
not saying it’s not worthwhile - but
at the end of the day, we've either
got leeway to spend $520,000
unbudgeted on one thing at this
stage or not. I know that we want
to fix everything,” she said, “but
how come our council can be the
backstop to spend this kind of

Hauraki District Council has voted to provide
$520,000 for Hauraki Rail Trail works, including
$133,000 for its Waitakaruru to Kopi project.

File photo: SUPPLIED/CHRIS PARKER
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money when you can’t get infor-
mation out of regional council?

“I know that it’s a very worth-
while cause, but so is us trying to
balance the books for our ratepay-
ers.”

While elected members recog-
nised the importance and popu-
larity of the trail, Waihi councillor
Josh Martyn did feel the decision

was a “large, unbudgeted expense”
that council should consider care-
fully, while Plains ward councillor
Ray Broad suggested further in-
formation be brought to the table.

According to a report presented
to elected members, the trail’s sec-
tion from Pukorokoro to Kaiaua
needed completion to remedy
storm damage and relocate Rays

Rest. The chenier shell along the
waterfront gets “picked up and
moved around” every storm event,
it said, and the section had been
rehabilitated three times - con-
tributing to a budget overspend.
Meanwhile, the Waitakaruru
to Kopu section of the trail is cur-
rently closed as Waikato Regional
Council undertakes work on its

flood protection scheme and stop-
banks.

The long-term intention for the
trust was to reinstate the trail on
the stopbank, while the short-
term focus was to build a goat’s
track, but the timing and feasibil-
ity remains unknown.
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Aerial dancer spins tales of the (:1rcus

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ive music under the stars, a circus

tent behind her and caravans all
around - it’s one of Tapu resident Pixi
Robertson’s earliest and strongest
memories.

The petite 72-year old, who was
born in Australia, spent most of her
working life inside a circus tent.

Her eclectic career has come in
handy, as she has spent her retire-
ment writing books about the circus.

“I trained as a ballet
dancer but didn’t get
very far on account of my
height,” she laughs.

“[But] this chap Alfie
Warren advertised for
a new partner and he
wanted a girl who was un-
der six stone. I was a girl
and I was light, and I had
dance background.”

Pixi answered the ad,
and thus began her career
as an aerial dancer.

““That memory
from when | was
four or something
just came flooding
back. | thought,
‘bloody hell, here |
am in Germany in

a circus’!
- Pixi Robertson

natural performer as well.

“My son and a couple other mem-
bers of the family were trained to do
the flying trapeze,” Pixi says.

After she stopped performing, Pixi
pursued a degree in fine arts.

She quickly transferred to the Eng-
lish department, and began writing
about what she knew best: the circus.

There was little time for drafting
stories though, as Pixi was still oc-
cupied with work - first as a teacher
and director in a circus skills school;
and finally as a personal assistant at
Ashton’s circus, back
where it all began. |I

Three years on, Pixi
moved to New Zealand,
where her son was now
performing.

Retirement finally gave
her time for the stories
in her head.

“Since I've been here,
all I've done really is just
write,” she says.

“All these circus sto-
ries just keep coming

f

IIII

It turned out Alfie was
a cousin of the Ashton family, the
proprietors of the renowned Austral-
ian Ashton family circus established
in 1850.

“He had an act called a Riesling act,
where someone lays on their back and
juggles props and people on their feet.
So I got to be one of the props being
juggled,” she says.

Following her stint at Ashton’s, Pixi
travelled to Europe and found a job
with a flying trapeze act in Germany.

“I was in my caravan putting my
makeup on and the band warmed up,”
Pixi says.

“That memory from when I was four
or something just came flooding back.
I thought, ‘bloody hell, here I am in
Germany in a circus’!”

It wasn’t all glitz and glamour in the
big top, though.

“I started at the top really - the fly-
ing trapeze has always got a lot of
cachet - but it’s a lot of hard work, it’s
hard sweat learning it,” she says.

“You’ve got to put the gear up and
down, and do all that stuff.”

Pixi travelled for years with vari-
ous circus companies. Spending every
waking hour with the same people,
relationships were sure to blossom.

Back in Australia, a clown in the
Circus Royale had caught her eye, and
they were married in the tent. They
had a son together; of course he was a

up - I just thought of an-
other one this morning!”

Pixi’s works include picture books
for children, romantic fiction, a yet-
to-be completed detective series - all
informed in some way by her
life experiences.

Her current focus
is a detailed non-
fiction work
chronicling
the history
of Ashton
Circus.

It’'sa

huge

project;

she’s

look- —_
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;ng - Lrﬂ Above: Pixi Robertson and her husband
or- ?E Jim rehearse at Circus Oz in the late 1970s

ward 4713 in Adelaide. Photo: SUPPLIED

to get- Pl = Inset: These days, Pixi spends her time

ting j'- writing about circus life.
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to some ' there’s tigers in the show,” she says.

fiction T “When the tigers run out and sit

when the 1 : up on their pedestals you can see the

manuscript % people’s faces just change because

is complete. \ - you know how big a tiger is, well

when it’s maybe [from here to here]
away from you, it’s pretty impressive.

“That’s a really strong image for
me.”

But she’s never

too far from reality

in her writing.
“[My books] are so deeply

plenty of
memories to draw

embedded in the reality of the cir- from. laumailsim
cus culture rather than the fantasy,” “[T remember] being in a tent when ol

ukekos
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Pukeked Educane af youn sowice since 2003

% A safe space for little ones to truly be themselves, to enjoy friendships,
adventures, & discoveries, about themselves and the world around them.

% Home away from home with children spending their childhood years together

(not separated by age) a true family feel.
% Highly skilled teachers, with years of experience, who genuinely love and care
for your precious little ones with loads of cuddles, fun and laughter.
% Enchanting, creative, and large natural play spaces for those
magical outdoor adventures.
% Highly successful & innovative transition to school programme

integrated into the local school programmes

Puokekoy Emﬁm
ucare Cwaling the magic of chifdheod

Mother’s Day special
207% discount
store wide.

* Possum Merino Gloves + Alpaca and mohair throws
» Jewellery - Loyalty Cards -+ Cushions < Handbags & Accessories

* MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads -« Wall Art + Gold Card Discounts

(,

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

422005

Ph 07 868 5027
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Car trial converts the ‘EV-curious’

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ohn Leenman and Kathryn

Jury have heard the odd
and the outrageous about
owning an e-vehicle.

They've been told they won’t
be able to tow anything; they
won’t be able to charge the car
in the rain; and they won’t be
able to drive through puddles.

But these misconceptions
are being quashed as they
inspire people to reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions by
offering a trial of an electric
vehicle [EV].

The Hauraki Resilient Com-
munities Trust, of which Kath-
ryn is the chair and John is a
founding member, established
the trial around seven months
ago. Since then, 20 members
have signed up for a test run,
taking the car on daily excur-
sions or weekend trips, with
four of them going on to pur-
chase their own EVs.

John and Kathryn are now
encouraging more people to
get involved with the scheme.

“A few years ago, very few
people knew about EVs, so a
situation like this provides an
opportunity for people who
are EV curious - who might
have heard a bit of buzz about
it - to have a play for a few
days or take [the car] to get the
groceries,” Kathryn said. “To
experience it for themselves in
the real world.”

The car, owned and operated
by the trust, is a BYD Atto 3.
It has a 60kWh battery, which

has an expected range of 300-
400 km depending upon driv-
ing style, weather, and road
conditions.

Not only does it have “funky”
door handles and voice activa-
tion, but John said the BYD
battery was “probably one of
the safest on the market”.

—

John Leenman and Kathryn Jury sit inside the BYD Atto 3, which is available for trial runs.

“The batteries have a unique
chemistry that allows them
to be fully charged and be left
fully charged for a couple of
weeks, with no ill-effects on
the battery,” he said.

“That’s a new thing.

“Also, the fire risk with the
BYD is, I would say, non-ex-

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

istent, because it operates at a
lower temperature and doesn’t
get as hot when it’s charging or
when it’s in use.”

John also explained that
used batteries didn’t end up in
landfill because the materials
they were made from were “too
valuable”.

“A situation like this
provides an opportu-
nity for people who
are EV curious... to
have a play for a few

days.”
- Kathryn Jury

“They’ll be given a second
life as storage for solar, and,
when they are finished, they
get recycled.”

Both John and Kathryn have
been driving EVs for around
eight years. Every additional
EV on the road meant one less
petrol car was being used, they
said, therefore reducing emis-
sions.

“It’s very personal for me,”
Kathryn said. “We’ve all got
to do everything we can right
now.”

“I've got five grandchildren,”
John added, “and they’re not
going to have the life we've
had, the way things are heat-
ing up, so we just have to do
what we can.”

The Hauraki Resilient Com-
munities Trust is awaiting
charitable status and has other
community resilience projects
in the pipeline.

DETAILS: More info: contact John
at john.leenman55@gmail.com
or phone 021 301 318. People
can also learn more by visiting:
www.hrct.org.nz.
b2 H L iEH
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v HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
wer- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2012 Opal Astra GTC Coupe

Turbo, 6spd Manual,

e/
-

2016 Mazda CX-3

Auto, 1 Owner, NZ New, 29kms
ARRIVING THIS WEEK

2013 BMW Xi

Auto, Top Example

2010 Suzuki Kizashi Ltd

2.4Ltr Auto, Top of Range, NZ New

11,990

2005 Toyota RAV4

Auto, 4WD, 3 Door, Hard to Find
Top Condition at )

AN

$10,990 9,990

2013 Mazda 6 Atenza

Auto, 18”Alloys, Mint Condition

2014 Mitsubishi ASX

Auto, 2WD, Low 39kms, NZ New, 1 Owner

2008 Holden Commodore

V6 Auto, Low Kms, Top Example,
REDUCED

r ;

$13,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

LEYLAND STOWE
: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz
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‘It is isolating,
residents lament

CONTINUED FROM P3
not possible.

“Unfortunately, the steep topog-
raphy at the SH25A Taparahi site
doesn’t allow us to build a quick or
temporary access for regular vehi-
cles,” Waka Kotahi said.

“The access routes that have
been formed for the drilling rigs
have steep grades and are only vi-
able for machinery with tracks.

“We cannot install temporary
staging across the face of the slip,
as this will be at risk should the
face move further.”

The survey also drew responses
from the offices of Prime Minister
Chris Hipkins, Opposition Leader
Christopher Luxon, local MP Scott
Simpson and Thames Coroman-
del District Council chief execu-
tive Aileen Lawrie. All agreed that
the road’s fix was a priority and
acknowledged the distress and
pressure local communities were
under.

The association was still await-
ing a reply from Thames-Coro-
mandel Mayor Len Salt, Anna
said. She noted members of the as-
sociation were disappointed with
his comments during a recent in-
terview on Radio New Zealand to
discuss the survey.

“He seems to downplay the is-
sue and not acknowledge how bad
people are actually affected and
how much it impacts their lives.

had been bombarded with com-
munications following the storm
events in the summer, and wasn’t
sure why their missive had been
overlooked. He was, however, dis-
appointed with the association’s
criticisms.

“We've lobbied extremely hard
with the government and with all
of the agencies involved,” he said.

“There is a huge amount of work
going into... ensuring that they
understand the urgency and the
priority of this, and our council
has been working as hard as we
possibly can to make sure that a
solution is put in place as soon as
possible.

“I've been really clear with peo-
ple that we are not going to see
SH25A completed by Christmas
time unless we get lucky, but I
want people to be realistic about
the challenges ahead of us and
I don’t want to give them false
hope.”

The Mayor has scheduled a pub-
lic meeting at Tairua Town Hall
on May 12 at 1pm, to further ad-
dress the concerns of Tairua and
Pauanui residents.

“We are acutely aware of the
impact that this has had on the
people of Tairua and Pauanui in
particular, because they are at the
far end of the places that you need
to try and reach, and that’s made it
much more difficult with 25A be-

LA

The slip in Karangahake Gorge closed the road for several hours last week.

Photo: SHARON KATE MCHARDIE-ROYCROFT

Karangahake Gorge under stress

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
tate Highway 2 through the
Karangahake Gorge is under
closer scrutiny from Waka Kotahi
NZ Transport Agency, following
a spate of major slips in the area.
The main highway, which trav-
erses the length of the gorge, was
closed earlier this year due to
slips caused by Cyclone Gabrielle.
Another closure came last
week when a section of dirt and
vegetation plummeted down the
hill and blocked both lanes near
Crown Hill Rd. The highway re-
mained closed into the night,
forcing travellers to detour along

a vulnerable section of highway,
and would benefit from increased
resilience works. The agency has
increased patrols by its roading
contractors, as well as stepping
up monitoring by geotech engi-
neers.

“Further stabilisation of the
bank will be carried out this year
on SH2 near Crown Hill Rd,”
Waka Kotahi system manager
Cara Lauder said.

“We have been assessing what
can be done to improve drainage
in the gorge in the immediate fu-
ture, and have already completed
all our usual maintenance works
since the big storm. Larger im-

frequency and extreme nature of
weather events across the coun-
try is putting pressure on Waka
Kotahi’s capacity and funding,

“Climate change and its effects
are impacting the condition of
the roading network,” she said.
“While the overall annual rainfall
total has not increased by much,
the intensity has, resulting in
much higher numbers of intense
rainfall events affecting both local
roads and state highways.”

Waka Kotahi’s ongoing resil-
ience programme aims to protect
New Zealand’s roading network
against the impacts of climate
change, including rising sea levels

“It is not about ‘enjoying the ing closed.” SH25 through Thames, or south provement works are currently and severe weather.
longer drive and stopping for a Cazlram into the Bay of Plenty. being scoped, for further resil- FPE—
coffee’,” she said. lournalism Waka Kotahi said the road ience work.” Journalism

Mayor Salt said the council ETEE Y through Karangakake Gorge was Ms Lauder said the increased T
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No time to waste A
} DISTRICT COUNCIL

Tiakina a Papa! Mimiti te Para!

Going round in circles

That's the goal for a waste free society and our new

Can we do recycling even better?

Yes we can! We've introduced soft plastics and liquid paper board collection

INTERESTING FACT

‘ —
Plastic lids from milk w
bottles and fizzy drinks need
to go in your landfill bin/bag.
Why? Although the lids are
recyclable, loose lids can
block the sorting equipment.
Keeping the lids attached to
the container doesn’t work
either, as the lid is a different
plastic number to the bottle,
and would need to be sorted
separately. Also, remember
to always rinse out your milk

kerbside collection service starting on 1 September
2023 is a big part of that goal! A circular waste
economy means we keep resources in use for as
long as possible. It's a big shift away from the
wasteful ‘take-make-dispose’ system.

bins around the district as those items can’t go in your kerbside wheelie bin.
You'll be amazed how much those items add up in your rubbish bin, so sort
them out before you throw them out.

What are soft plastics? A0F Ty,

Wash soft plastics l\‘-}“j

while doing the dishes and
hang them out to dry on the
dish rack then pop them clean
in the council collection bins!
It'll save you heaps in disposal
costs at kerbside.

—~ e Bread bags and soft produce bags

!m * Frozen food bags
) e Lightly foiled bags e.g. chip packets and
confectionery

Bags and wrappers for toilet paper,
e Courier packs and bubble wrap

cereals, snack foods, and dairy products
% e Garden potting mix bags

Dry pet food bags containers — sour milk is smelly!
Technical materials Biological materials Liquid E-Waste
: Soft T Counting down to
Drop off locations lastics paperboard | (*available in g
Why the change? P (TetraPak™) | September) 1 September 2023

This is the biggest change to our
kerbside collection service in ten
years, so we'll be sure to cover
every topic over the next four
months. You'll also receive a handy
flipchart with your bin delivery

in August detailing everything

you need to know about the bins,
when they go out and what can go
in them.

Council service centres:
Paeroa, Ngatea and Waihi

We can all help to do more to reduce the environmental
harm, greenhouse gas emissions and economic loss that
our current waste system creates, so new legislation is
on its way.

9
9
9

9

Find out more about soft plastics, liquid paperboard cartons
and E-Waste at https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/rubbish-
recycling/recycling

9
9
9

Refuse Transfer Stations:
Paeroa and Waihi

9
9

Consistency counts!

From February 2024, councils across the country will
only accept the same materials in their household
mixed recycling collections and the good news is,
you're already recycling the standardised items — paper,
cardboard, plastics 1, 2 and 5, steel tins and aluminium
cans and glass jars and bottles. Food scraps collections
must be introduced nationally by 2030. We're starting
ours on 1 September 2023.

The Hauraki Repair and
Reuse Centre, Paeroa

Four Square, Ngatea and
Paeroa; New World, Waihi;
and Countdown, Paeroa

Check our website and sign up to
our In the Loop newsletter and
follow us on Facebook for reqular
updates.

Hauraki District Council www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz P 0800 734 834 (within the district) or 07 862 8609 E info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz
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Thames firefighters swap study for stairs

By GORDON PREECE

ecognising the support
Rgiven to blood cancer and
leukaemia patients sparked
Daniel Palmer’s interest to scale
a fundraising challenge for Leu-
kaemia and Blood Cancer New
Zealand.

Daniel, along with his Thames
High School mate Millar Mor-
ton and seven other Thames
volunteer firefighters, will as-
cend 51 flights of stairs carrying
25kg of gear for the Firefighter
Sky Tower Challenge on May
20.

Daniel, who has been a volun-
teer for more than a year, told
The Profile he entered the chal-
lenge because he recognised the
work the organisation does.

“I do know a few people who
have been positively affected by
the leukaemia and blood cancer
organisation, and while they've
been struggling with blood can-
cer they’ve helped out a lot with
living costs, the treatment, and
everything like that as well,” he
said.

“It’s a good organisation to be
fundraising for, so that was one
of the reasons I wanted to do
it and another reason was the
challenge.

“There’s quite a bit of com-
petitive nature in there as well
but it’s mainly because I really
believe in the organisation we’re
fundraising for, they do a really
good thing and they help out the

Daniel Palmer, left, and Millar Morton will climb the Auckland Sky Tower for charity.

people that they support.”
Daniel, who joined the fire ser-
vice to find a place in the com-
munity after he and his family
moved to Thames from Fiji in
2021, said he and Millar had
spent every weekday over the

past two months training for the
challenge.

“We've been waking up at
4:30am every morning and we
would go to the gym and we'll
do a workout based on muscle
building and whether that be for

Photo: SUPPLIED

our legs or our core, anything
that’s related to the Sky Tower,”
he said.

“Then from there we would go
to Jacob’s Ladder... we would
run that with all of our fire-
fighting equipment including

our [breathing apparatus], and
masks on just as we would in the
Sky Tower Challenge.”

Millar, who has around eight
months’ experience as a vol-
unteer firefighter and is also
Thames High School head
boy, said they had been “really
stoked” with the community do-
nations.

“I've been really stoked with
how the local community has
supported Daniel and I, every-
one’s been super kind, really
willing to donate,” he said.

“Daniel and I have put up
posters around town so people
have been donating to the QR
Code and we also uploaded the
poster to the Thames-Coroman-
del Grapevine [Facebook page]
and we received lots of dona-
tions through that.

“A lot of family have also been
stepping in.”

Millar and Daniel have raised
a combined total of nearly
$3500 for the charity, and do-
nations will remain open a
month after challenge day.

Millar said he and Daniel will
be aiming to complete the chal-
lenge around the 15-minute
mark.

“If I really push myself on the
day I would be able to get some-
where between 13 and 16 min-
utes but 15 minutes is the goal,”
he said.

DETAILS: To donate, visit www.
firefighterschallenge.org.nz/
thamesfirebrigadeteam.

|
Legal

PRACTICAL | AFFORDABLE | LOCAL

GRAHAM O’BRIEN

P:(07) 867 7014

Council Building, Ngatea

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

WEDDINGS &
EVENTS

Be part of our special feature, showcase your products and

services to potential customers in the May 31st edition.

E:nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Profile

Booking deadine is May 22nd
For more information, contact Nikki on 022 130 3885 or

@@ CoromandelApp

e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz

Paeroa Auto Electrical

* Auto Air Conditioning

* Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,
RVs and more

3 Belmont Road Paeroa

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

Saunders Mitsubishi
0800 11 11 10

NEW MITSUBISHI
ECLIPSE CROSS PHEV

*2.1L/M100KM’S

*2 X ELECTRIC MOTORS

from

$52,990

plus on road costs

WOW DUALANG S BOST
B AN WY AN LMY M
U TOSMN LR

NZ Government

Clean Car rebate of

Vehicle is eligible for

See NZTA website for further details.

201 Pollen St - www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz

A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963
Paul Saunders 021 220 0098
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Often Eaten Never Beaten

N T
5% allad

YOUR LOCAL FEED SUPPLIER IN PAEROA

Get off the farm ool

COME & RELAX
BITE TO EAT & REFRESHMENTS

CALF MEAL SAMPLES | FEED CALCULATOR

1B Railway Street, Paeroa 3600, New Zealand

Entrance located at the corner of Lee Ave & Opatito Road

We work while you & your girls Make the Moolah!

CALLNOW 0272240728

Rural

Life -

Fed Farmers oppose
increases to ‘Ute Tax’

Federated Farmers are opposed to in-
creases to the ‘Ute Tax’ announced
this morning, says transport spokesper-
son Mark Hooper.

“This is just another cost on a produc-
tive sector already under huge pressure
with rapidly increasing costs and slip-
ping commodity prices.

“We’ve opposed the Ute Tax from day
one because farmers don’t have viable or
reliable alternatives to get the job done
on their farms - and now the govern-
ment is increasing it,” Hooper said.

“Farmers aren’t driving utes as some
sort of status symbol. We have a genuine
need for reliable four-wheel drive vehi-
cles to tow eqluipment and get around
our farms safely.”

The government will increase the
maximum fee charged on the registra-
tion of a new ute to $6900 (up from
$5175 previously), and the registration
of a used ute to $3450 (up from $2875).

Rebates for zero emission vehicles will
reduce from $8625 to $7015 for brand
new models, and increase from $3450
to $3507 for used imports.

For vehicles that emit one to 100
grams, such as plug-in hybrids and
smaller hybrids, the rebate will reduce
by around $1500 to $1700 for new ve-
hicles and by $200 to $500 for used ve-
hicles.

“Farmers shouldn’t be taxed on their
work vehicles to subsidise wealthy Tesla
owners in Remuera and Karori. That’s
just wrong.

“[This] announcement is a bitter pill
to swallow for farmers who are already

being hammered with all sorts of cost
increases,” Hooper said.

“Instead of heaping new costs on to
a productive sector, the government
should be focusing on sorting out the
state of our pothole-riddled rural roads.

“If they don’t get on to that soon, we
might need a ute to go anywhere.”

Transport Minister Michael Wood
said more than 100,000 rebates had
been granted since the government’s
Clean Car Discount scheme came into
effect in 2021.

“We currently have one of the fastest
uptakes of EVs in the world,” he said.

“The scheme is successfully exceeding
industry and government projections,
with 20 percent of all new passenger car
sales being electric in 2022. A substan-
tial increase from eight percent in 2021.

“The scheme is facilitating an increase
in the number of EVs entering the fleet
we did not expect until 2027. As planned
we are further targeting the scheme to
maintain its success, and ensure it will
be self-funding until its next review.”

The scheme was now forecast to re-
duce emissions by 3.4 million tonnes by
2035, he said.

“That’s an additional 50 percent out to
2035 over and above what was forecast
when it started. It will deliver twice the
emissions reduction forecast between
the start of the scheme and 2025.

“The [scheme] is doing what we set
out to achieve, which is reduce transport
emissions and provide transport op-
tions to New Zealanders that will lower
household costs is the long term.”

HAURAKI PLAINS
MOTORS LTD

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

ECO SEEDER

Eco Seeder

run complete

NEW
Duncan

Trailed 18

with disc
openers
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Search for missing men after capsize

Pohutukawa marks coronation

Dead
But

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

On Saturday 24 June 1876, far out
in the Waihou channel, a boat
was observed to capsize, galvanising
Mr Murphy of Thames Customs into
action.

He found a boat afloat at the end
of Grahamstown wharf and with
volunteers from the Thames Navals,
immediately rowed out to help. The
men succeeded in rescuing a party
of exhausted Maori who were strug-
gling to keep their footing on a bank.

They were brought near to Gra-
hamstown wharf but the tide would
not float the boat. Tom Simons wad-
ed through the mud with a dingy and
pushed it to the boat. Another vol-
unteer also waded through the mire
with a bottle of brandy.

After the group was brought
ashore, they were taken to the Tai-
pari’s house at Shortland. The boat
had capsized after being caught in a
squall, with pigs on board. The pigs
rolled over, further upsetting the
craft. The rescuers were praised for
their gallant actions which prevented
the party from drowning.

But somewhere out in the Waihou,
undetected, were Minnie and Plum-
mer, two Hikutaia Maori. They had

Grahamstown wharves in the 18705
left Hikutaia for Thames in Mr Kelly’s
yacht on Thursday loaded with gum
but never reached their destination.

It was not until Monday, five days
later, that the alarm was publically
raised. Information began trickling in
and a search started. Three people
on a fishing smack saw a yacht com-
ing out of the Waihou River mouth
at about 2.30pm on Thursday. It ap-
peared she either got on the bank
or came to an anchor. They saw two
men on board tying up the jib. They
watched for awhile but a heavy squall
came on about 4pm and they turned
their attention to their own safety.

When they looked again, they saw
she had disappeared. They supposed
she had changed her position so did
not report the sighting.

Two men working at the Sundown
claim about 3pm saw a yacht on
the Thames bank. They watched her
for about 20 minutes, and saw the
sea breaking over her, but no people
about. They thought that the crew
had left her and gone ashore. The
boat was again noticed on Saturday
at the same time that the Volunteer
crew was rescuing the party from the
capsized boat. It was also passed by
the Harbour Master when piloting

Photo: SUPPLIED
the Minnehaha down the channel.

Mr Kelly, owner of the missing boat,
began searching on Wednesday and
found it about two miles beyond
Thames. She was swamped, and
most of her cargo lost, besides a few
bags of gum and a case of empty
lemonade bottles. She had not been
capsized, although her mast was gone
and the anchor down. There was no
trace of Minnie or Plummer.

In a distressed letter to the Thames
Advertiser regarding “the melancholy
catastrophe” which ended the lives of
Minnie and Plummer — “two respect-
able and trustworthy” men — Mr Kelly
lamented that the affair had become
public talk long before he reached
Thames overland from Hikutaia.

“Is it not astonishing that, with
all appliances at hand, a small yacht
should be left in such a perilous po-
sition within sight of Grahamstown,
and not even a boat be launched by
the harbourmaster to save her?”

It was evident that the vessel had
been caught in a squall at near low
water. Most likely Minnie and Plum-
mer had been stuck on a bank, the
sea breaking over them, and they had
perished in a vain attempt to reach
the shore and were taken out to sea.

By GORDON PREECE

pohutukawa tree plaque

was unveiled on May 6 to
mark the coronation of King
Charles IITI at a park in Thames
named after his great-great-
great grandmother, Queen Vic-
toria.

Attended by around 30 peo-
ple, the event at Victoria Park
was part of a $1 million plant-
ing effort by Trees That Count
in partnership with the Depart-
ment of Conservation to mark
the occasion across Aotearoa.

Thames-Coromandel Mayor
Len Salt said the event was an
opportunity for the community
to celebrate a new chapter in
the history of the United King-
dom and New Zealand.

“We need to acknowledge the

o —
- ——

Mayor Len Salt unveils the coronation plaque.

history that’s gone before and
the challenges of our own his-
tory, but at the same time we
need to celebrate all the posi-
tive things and the strengths
that we have as part of the com-
monwealth,” he said.

Former district Mayor San-
dra Goudie sent a letter to the
monarch last year inviting him
to visit Thames so he could
honour Thames-born RAF of-
ficer Sir Keith Park. Mayor Salt
said he supported the invita-
tion and he would be writing to
the sovereign again to let him
know he was welcome to visit
the district the next time he
was in the country.

“The billy is on, the scones
are in the oven and the mar-
malade sandwiches are on the
way,” he said.

Photo GORDON PREECE

JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD

ALL CARS

2001 HONDA CONCERTO

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, Very Tidy,
Drives Well

$2,850
.

LOOK AT,
BUYIT

203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636

1996 HONDA ACCORD

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well,
Very smart in Metallic Blue
LO

" J
PRICES NEGOTIABLE
2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

$5,850

BEST
AVAILABLE

LOOK AT,

ALL CARS

2007 VW PASSAT S/WAGON

Up in kms, All Electric Extras, Great Condition

1997 FORD LASER A CLASSIC DREAN

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA

158, 000 kms 236000 Auto, All Extras, 7 Seats, Best Available

LOOK AT,
BUYIT

=il ’
2005 TOYOTA COROLLA GLX

1.8L 5 Speed, All Extras, Top Condition, Up in kms

LOOK AT
BUYIT

TOYOTA

2006 TOYOTA AVENIS $5,650
109,000kms, Mags, Electrics, In Silver, Inmaculate
2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895

5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE

2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL

2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan

182,000 kms, all extras

$4,500

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA

2.2L 5 Speed Manual, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

LOOK AT,
BUYIT

$2,495
JOCK’S EXTRA SPECIAL

1994 MAZDA FAMILIA
CD, Mags, Air Con, Rear Spoiler, Tinted Windows, Central
Locking, 227,550kms, Immaculate Condition,

In Silver = LOOKAT, BUY IT

DAEWOO

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

$4,695
$3,995

1999 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE

Auto, Extras

__ LOOKAT,
. BUYIT

2004 HONDA ACCORD EURO

2.4L, 5 Speed Manual, All Extras, Rear Spoiler

[ﬁ l TOP CAR

$4 995

LOOK AT, BUY IT

2004 HONDA JAZZ BEST AVAILABLE

5 dr, 1300cc, auto, 240,000ks, All extras $3,695

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore.

LOOK AT,

JOCK’S SPECIAL

2008 TOYOTA WISH

1800cc, 5 Door, 6 Seater, All Extras, 145,000kms

LOOK AT, BUY IT

$4,260
$2,995

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA

2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white



‘WaihT éollege student leaders

Waiht College moved away from their traditional leadership roles at the start of 2022.
Instead of a Head Boy and Head Girl with deputies, they decided to have several roles
where the students could work together with equal leadership in a more collaborative
way. Waiht College leaders for 2023 are: Leader of Learning Maya Dodd, left, Leader
of Community Meg Thomas, Leader of Environment Meika Laman-Trip, Leader of
Wellbeing Lucy Walton, Leader of Te Ao Maori Naelene Donaldson, Leader of Sport
Joseph Frew, Leader of Arts and Culture Jack Dinnage, Board of Trustees student
representative Farish O’Flaherty, Leader of Service Divyash Swamy.

By GORDON PREECE

The Waiht Miners under ten years
inline hockey team were “stoked as a
team” to skate to a silver medal win
at an invitational Auckland tourna-
ment in early April.

Co-coach Jason Walker told The
Profile the team competed at the Mt
Wellington Invitational Tournament
held between April 7 and 10 in Pan-
mure, and while they fell short in the
final, their overall performance was
“awesome”.

“They were awesome really, we
just wanted them to go out there
and have fun and hit some pucks
around...we don’t aim for wins, we
aim for smiles,” he said.

The team played against the Auck-
land Vipers in the final, and the score

i

The Waihi Miners under 10 inline hockey team.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Fl /el

Waihi skaters score silver

ended up being 7-5 to the Vipers.

“They were a really strong team so
they did very well against them.”

Jason said the tournament was
also part of the club’s mission for
more juniors to pick up a hockey stick.

“We’re keen to get [the current
team] to play as much hockey as they
can, because we're sort of growing a
bit as a club,” he said.

“We don’t have a heap of players
so we do have to borrow a few play-
ers to get the kids that we have in the
team playing.

“If you ever want to give hockey
a go, you're more than welcome to
come down and give it a try if you
want.”

Training nights for the team are
held on Tuesdays from 4:30pm at the
Waiht Events Centre.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Waihi College and ANZAC

WAIHI
COLLEGE

www.waihicol.school.nz

Our Waihi College Student Leaders were honoured to be
involved in the recent Tunnellers and ANZAC Day memorial

ceremonies. Starting with the dawn services in Waihi and

Waihi Beach, then continuing on to the Waihi Heritage gl

Vision and Tunnelling Company Descendants ceremony at the Tunnellers Memorial in Gilmour Park and

finishing with the Waihi Civic ANZAC Day Service at the Memorial Hall. Meg Thomas and Joseph Frew
laid wreaths at the Waihi Beach dawn service, while Divyash Swamy
and Maya Dodd laid wreaths at the Waihi Service. Naelene Frew
and Jack Dinnage did a beautiful job of reading the ANZAC Odes in
Te Reo and English and Farish O’Flaherty did an excellent formal
speech. We are extremely proud of not only our head students who
represented Waihi College with mana and grace, but to all the Waihi
College students that showed up and paid respects to our ANZAC
heroes. Thank you to all those involved, for including our students

each year and making Waihi/Waihi Beach such a great community.

Check out the Keeping Informed section of the Waihi College website to stay informed with all

things Waihi College www.waihicol.school.nz
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/Richardsons

Paeroa / Ngatea

/Richardsons

9 Walmsley Crescent, Paeroa $630,000

* 3 bedroom home, well configured & modernised
* Sunny open plan living, heat pump, private deck
* 709m2 (more or less) fully fenced section

RG2013 =3l o emdl =1

59 Shaw Avenue, Paeroa

$689,000

* 3 bedrooms, master with ensuite & walk in robe
* Sep lounge, heat pump, decking, dble garage
*654m2 (m o I) beautifully manicured section

RG1989 =3 2 2 =1

115 Fergusson Drive, Thames $610,000

Situated on a flat sunny 738m2 (more or less) section, handy to town and schools is this solid 1950's 2
bedroom home that is ready and waiting for you to add your special touches. Fully fenced with a single garage
and carport as well as off street parking.

RT5756 - KATHY MUIR 027 33 44 600 — 2wl omdl =1

46 Arawa Street, Pipiroa $970,000

* Spacious and bright family home
« Garaging, shedding and outdoor entertaining
e Large easy care 1.6187ha block with grazing

RN1481 =4 w2 B4 =2

Paeroa Offers Over $1,100,000 (Inc GST)

* Lifestyle property 5859sqm flat to rolling site
e Construction has begun on the 4 brm home
* Phone Kevin Fathers for details 027 279 9800

RRP230 =4 w2 el =1

108 Brunton Crescent, Thames $939,000

Superbly positioned to take in all day sun on an elevated private 1502m2 section with magnificent views is
this fully renovated contemporary home. The open plan living flows to both front and back outdoor decks
providing room for the BBQ and alfresco dining.

RT5771 - EVELYN LOWRY 021 828 384 —4 w2 omd2 ==

PAEROA
07 862 7888
54 Belmont Road

NGATEA
07 867 7800
33 Orchard Road

THAMES
07 868 6978
556 Pollen Street

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz thames@richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW

* One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

ENQUIRE TODAY!

Villas

LIFESTYLE VILLAGE

e One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3

Richmond

A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel
0800 868 5484

82 Richmond St, Thames

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!

All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

PHONE US
to view
by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

¥

[oing the choice...

www.richmondvillas.co.nz
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Has yéur Cat’s behaviour.
changed with the weather?

Think about your cat’s activity & answer true or false...

Climbing up stairs Climbing down stairs Chasing moving objects
Uses ‘bunny-hop’, with | Angles body to the side, Slows down or takes
both backlegs hopping | descends one stair at a breaks during play and/or

at same time,and/or time, and/or stops may have thinner frame
stops for a break. for a break. near the tail

(O TRUE () FALSE () TRUE () FALSE (O TRUE () FALSE

-‘ .

Jumping down
Hesitates jumping down,
makes smaller jumps
vs. one big one and/or
reaches downtowards the
ground instead of leaping

(O TRUE () FALSE

How many statements were true for your cat?
Your pet will do their best to hide their pain -

Running
Moves at a slower speed
and alternates between
jogging & walking, and/or
back feet angle together

(O TRUE () FALSE

Jumping up
Hesitates before jumping
up, doesn’t clear jumps
in one leap, and/or uses
arms to pull the legs up.

(O TRUE () FALSE

it's survival instinct.

If you answered ‘true’ to the statements above, it could indicate that your cat

is in pain. As our pet's caregiver, it is important we pay attention to these signs

and manage our pets quality of life. If you have noticed a change in your cat’s
behaviour book a pet health check, they will love you for it.

Offer applies to Bundle pet plan subscribers, available May and June 2023. See in clinic for details.

dllEXd

veterinary services

Thames 623 Pollen St, 07 868 7005
Ngatea 49 Orchard Rd, 07 867 7256

Te Kauwhata 22 Main Rd, 07 826 3581
Maramarua 515 Ferndale Rd, 09 232 5891
Paeroa 39 Belmont Rd, 07 862 8815

Te Aroha 60 Rewi St, 07 884 8014

0800 284 3838

ahexa.co.nz

4. By MICHAEL WILKES

tis ironic that

we never want
to miss a moment
and yet often end
up missing the
moments that
truly matter.

I recall watching
a video of my first
child riding down a hill towards me, a
monumental moment that I wanted to
capture.

Like many of us, I viewed the mo-
ment through the screen of my phone
until he got the speed wobbles and
crashed in front of me.

Had I been present in the moment,

I would have caught him without a
doubt.

Last Saturday, I walked through a
café in central Auckland and noticed
people more preoccupied with main-
taining an image than living in the mo-
ment.

They snapped photos of their food
and surroundings, seemingly forgetting
to appreciate the present moment.

This constant need to capture every
potentially cool moment for the ‘gram’
is unhealthy and leaves us with a shal-
low connection to those moments.

Recently, a friend shared with me
about her wedding day and how she
recollected some advice I gave her.

I told her to take the time to pause
and appreciate the moments, take
mental snapshots of the bits that really
mattered for her.

She said that she still values that ad-

— . -
Don’t miss the moments that truly matter.
File Photo: PIXABAY

vice and reflects back on those special
moments.

In our work with students, we em-
phasize the importance of being a No-
ticer.

It is a skill many of us have lost as the
years go by, as busyness takes over, and
as kids come on the scene.

Being a Noticer means having the
ability to pause, be still, and be present
in the moment.

A simple act like taking an intentional
breath, a conscious pause to appreciate
the moment, or stilling one’s busyness
can do wonders for the soul.

So today, in your hectic busy life, take
a moment to pause, breathe, and put
your phone down to fully enjoy the mo-
ment before you.

Whether it’s watching a sunset, hear-
ing the giggle of your child, or remind-
ing yourself of how much you love your
significant other by watching and ador-
ing them again like you may have in
years gone by.

- Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust
Youth Worker

Could your cat have arthritis?

Arthritis can affect cats at any age, but it usu-
ally occurs as they get older. Learn how to
spot the signs and adapt your care.

Inside a cat’s joints, the surface of the bone
is usually covered with a thin layer of smooth
cartilage and lubricated with a small amount
of fluid, which allows the joint to move freely
and without friction.Arthritis occurs when the
joint is damaged or its naturally smooth sur-
face changes, resulting in the rough bone rub-
bing together. Not only is this very painful for
your cat, but it also further damages the carti-
lage and causes new bone to form around the
joint, making it tiffer and limiting movement.
This is called osteoarthritis, or degenerative
joint disease.

More than 80 per cent of cats over the age
of 10 suffer from osteoarthritis, but it often
goes undiagnosed. This common problem
refers to inflammation of joints, causing
pain,discomfort, and stiffness. In cats it com-
monly occurs in stifles (knees), hips, elbows,
the spine, and even feet.

Just like humans, cats generally develop ar-
thritis as they get older due to general wear
and tear on the joints. However, it can occur
at an early age following an injury. Arthritis is
often under-diagnosed in cats due to their in-
nate ability to hide pain. Owners are also less
commonly watch their cat exercise, so less
likely to see any signs of joint stiffness.

Arthritis is a progressive disease and symp-
toms develop and worsen over time. How-
ever, cats are very good at hiding symptoms
of pain so it can be difficult to identify. You
may notice that your cat becomes reluctant
to play or use stairs. They may avoid jump-
ing up or down from high ledges that previ-
ously wouldn’t pose a problem for them. It
can often be an incidental finding when a cat
is being x-rayed for another issue and can be
surprisingly severe on x-ray yet not very ap-

parent on clinical examination.

The condition becomes worse in cold
weather, so if they appear stiff or slow during
the winter months, this could be a sign of ar-
thritis. Other cat arthritis symptoms include:
reduced movement; difficulty jumping up on
beds or moving up and down stairs; reduced
grooming with matting in hard-to-reach ar-
eas; irritability and a change in attitude; less
activity (for example, bringing you fewer ‘pre-
sents’ indicates their inability to hunt).

If you think your cat may be showing signs
of arthritis, speak to your vet for a complete
health check and advice. They may recom-
mend further x-rays or other scans to diag-
nose the condition.

There’s no cure for arthritis however there
are a number of ways to manage the pain.

Environmental treatments include: provid-
ing a balanced, high-quality diet and main-
taining a healthy bodyweight; gentle exercise
can reduce pressure on the joints and keep
them moving; non-slip matting on slippery
floors; regular nail trimming; warm soft bed-
ding; providing ramps for areas where they
can’t jump up to anymore; providing litter
trays so they don’t need to try and go outside;
regular assistance with grooming if unable to
groom itself properly any more.

There are a number of natural supplements
available for cats, some of which have scien-
tific data supporting their claims. Our staff
can advise on those available. Specially for-
mulated diets for arthritis are also available.

Medication includes: non-steroidal anti-in-
flammatories, pentosan injections and other
pain killers.

If your cat is showing some of the signs of
arthritis causing pain in your pet cat, please
seek veterinary advice from our trained pro-
fessional staff at Anexa.

- Supplied by Anexa Vets
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SPORTS

Deane Young was at Netherton School to show

off his skills in drifting and promote ‘keeping it
off the streets’. INSET: A student tries out the
headgear.

Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

Paeroa drifter makes his mark

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Paeroa man spreading the

word about the high-intensity
motorsport of drifting has been
called a “role model for young
boys” during his visit to a local
school.

Deane Young was at Netherton
School on the Hauraki Plains
ahead of the fourth and final
round of the D1NZ Pro-Sport
Series, which will be held at Bay-
park Stadium in Tauranga this
weekend.

It’s a competition for the young
guns and the rising stars of drift-
ing in Aotearoa New Zealand,
and Deane is hoping for a capac-
ity crowd.

“I'm super excited. It’s my
first time driving the track and
it’s inside the stadium, concrete
walls everywhere, so it’s going to
be crazy,” he said. “The car looks
nice now, but we'll see what it
looks like afterwards.”

The car - a Nissan Silvia S13
- has been a labour of love for

Deane for the past five years.

It’s also been a costly one,
with thousands of dollars being
spent on developing the car as
Deane’s skills in the sport have
progressed.

“The car itself has changed so
much over the years, and so has
my driving,” he said.

“We've poured a fair bit of
money into it to get it where it
is at the moment, but to get into
drifting, you don’t need to spend
money.

“I'm just one of those ones
where nothing is ever good
enough, so we’re always changing
and wanting more power, and as
my driving style gets better, we
change the car to match it.”

Deane, 30, was a student at
Parawai School in Thames be-
fore he moved to Tauranga. He
now lives in Paeroa and was at
Netherton School on April 28 to
show off the sport of drifting and
educate pupils about “keeping it
off the streets”.

Principal Brook Hill said

Deane’s presence provided valu-
able insight for the students, who
often see drifting on social media.

“He’s very humble with his
achievements and he’s a really
cool role model for our boys.
What they’re exposed to on social
media are a lot of games which
can be influential.

“If they see that you can have
hobbies like this, but you do it in
a safe place and be encouraged, I
think that is awesome.”

The students were able to sit in
Deane’s drift car and ask ques-
tions before being treated to a
live drifting demonstration.

Afterwards, the school erupted
in applause.

“He’s one of Paeroa’s own,”
Brook said, “and from the
school’s perspective, we need to
start tapping into the community
and start getting any community
members coming in and be-
ing present - particularly when
they’re taking something like this,
something they’re really passion-
ate about, and doing something

with it.”

“Success comes in all different
shapes and sizes,” she said.

“You can be an academic suc-
cess, you can be a sporting suc-
cess, but you can also take your
passions and your hobbies and
go with it and go far.”

Deane competed in two com-
petition events in 2021 and 2022,

Deane Young drives a a Nissan Silvia S13.

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

both years finishing in seventh
place out of 25 drivers.

DETAILS: The Grand Final of the
2023 Valvoline DINZ Championship
will be held on Friday and Saturday
this week. For info, visit: www.
d1nz.com or www.youngdrift.co.nz.

S HbrSEH
Journalizm

ci -

Scott Simpson

MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330

mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

scottsimpson.co.nz
@ scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson,
614 Pollen St, Thames.

Hydraulink

Thames

24/7
MOBILE

== SERVICE

See us for all your hose repairs

* Hydraulic hose & fittings
* Breakdown services 24/7
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Qils

* Ram repairs & servicing
» General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

Best under pressure

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames



16 THE VALLEY PROFILE, May 10, 2023

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal » Stump Grinding

Pruning * Clearing * Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years

%~ TREE

SHAPES
Qualificd Anboniots

= Treework Large & Small

#+ Stump Grinding #- Hedge Trimming Call today
. : .. W
- Tll;‘;i l;l;rl':e“;guote ca;; CHIPPIng SH{J‘I p 06 D ES LT[I

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

PROFESSIONAL
TRADE SERVICES

I ' - Hc n ridchamns v
Habtroomm - Pearyg Programimed
Chbbing - THimg -

Canorad Homa M

J Caronation Strast, Pasraa

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

Sweeping

Rich Visick 0A|800 4g4 398 o Interior house clean
aine nedges e New build clean/clear

027 424 4217 | 07 862 5114 SZZ 2ﬁ2§268 e Odd jobs considered
Coromandel, Hauraki & Beyond 037n45$ 2%?% * One offjobs Welcome

Heights Certified & Insured Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

DRIVING ACADEMY
DRiviING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

o "o

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

CALL THE EXPERTS

gy
.
5
4. L
*
.
Tkl

Nola Jackson outside her new

M agic Scissors on Pollen St offers
“everything haircuts” for men, wom-
en and children without the need to lock
in appointments.

Nola Jackson has owned the business
for seven years and has operated from
her new Pollen St venue for seven months
after shifting from another Pollen St
venue.

“I've got a following of regular custom-
ers from down the road, people just want
to walk in and get their haircut without
appointments,” she said.

“Haircuts for men, women and children,

pixie styles, short back and sides, layers,

TEmmg bl LA T,
Magic Scissors venue on Pollen St, Thames.

New salon for Magic Scissors

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

e

long hair, short hair, trims and restyles,
basically just everything haircuts.

“People either get their haircut as soon
as they walk in or enjoy chatting with
other customers while they wait.”

Nola said it was also good to see tour-
ists returning to the Coromandel Penin-
sula after Covid-19 and a wet summer.

“The Coromandel Peninsula still has a
lot to offer over winter months too, like
getting a haircut or enjoying a winter’s
walk on a quiet beach and relaxing with a
hot chocolate at a local cafe,” she said.

Magic Scissors’ hew address is 453 Pol-
len St, Thames (across from Mitre 10).

ELECTRICIAN

e Rural & Dairy ¢ Commercial

« Residential  ° Heat Pumps

e Service &

= Ll Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

Tirialy Depemdabis”

(07) 867-7049

dser

ELECTRICIAN

®

. INNIS ELECTRICAL

% Domestic

ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR

e Caravan e-wofs

iz © Home and Business
electrical inspections
¢ |QP emergency lighting
inspections

. 0275395572

\\ theinnis@xtra.co.nz
N

® Industrial
® Commercial
% New Installations
% Re-Inspections
% Electrical WOF’s

e Solar power inspections

Servicing Hauraki,

Registered
& Coromandel and the

M Electrician &
EIectricENn\spector

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area_

Call the Gardener™

Western Bay of Plenty
021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz
HIRE CENTRE
THAMES @ &
rous Ssoen v NI =i
Perrin Newland
Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz
Call Paul (028) 4640 600
www.callthegardener.conz
HOUSEWASH

SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house,
roof or patios, fences & driveways.

Cleaning, moss treatment &
waterblasting for 25 years.

www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

HYDRAULIC HOSES

IR

B gt

Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service
Whangamata/Thames/Coromandel Region

Also clean exterior windows.
Call 0800 737 777 or
Anton direct on 027 313 4386
atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

hydhosecompany@gmail.com
Matt: 0274 123 996
For Senice WC&(MZ}

"

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial

- Carpet - Vinyl
- Laminate - Polyurethane

Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote
Phone : 021 020 47027

Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz
ad =

= [ iy

* We are dedicated to you, the customer.

We have over 30 years of butchery expertise.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
e Professional facilities.

B
'ﬂ@:?
* Smoked meats are our specialty.

e 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
* Game orders over 10kg

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 e Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB

MOBILE MECHANIC

+ “mohile
mechanics

We come to you...
9" Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,
campervans, machinery & small engines
% Batteries available
Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

FUNERAL

‘\:r J% SERVICES

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Traditional & Bespoke Funerals
Direct Cremation
Pre-Planning

Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

Mo
S IRADT S
HAIRCUTS
MEN

APPOI-NTMENTS Across From MiTRE 10
NOT NEEDED PoLLEN ST THAMES

l  PantER
“That Painter (td,
i

* Interior & Exterior « Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.
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CALL THE EXPERTS CLASSIFIEDS -peadiine 1pm Monday

PET FOOD PLUMBER Gardening Storage Handyman Services
DOG TREATS <
All sizes, all areas. w Building,
¢ home maintenance &
ihames Ma rket UIEES (226 (D (2] general gardening services
’ > PLUMBING * DRAINAGE * GASFITTING 060 7659 . .
every, Saturd ay™ GENERAL MAINTENANCE Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283
RainleriShinch, Thames 07 868 6021 Need stump grindng? Storage Public Notices
. d b d _I Whitianga 07 866 0070 Any size, any number,
E: de s_tra. Ogs@gma'_ -com Whangamata 07 865 7151 anywhere. STORAGE THAMES MUSIC GROUP
FB: DebisiDog’Treats*n’Meats Waihi Beach 07 863 5621 Wi e || KoPU, PAEROA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
: ierniApplicHtone TE AWAMUTU FRIDAY 26TH MAY 2023 AT 2pm
RUBBISH REMOVAL SCRAP METAL Over 20 years St Georges Church Hall meeting room
experience. “New Units” 602 Mackay Street Thames
Short Back n Sides Ltd Ph 027 440 7101 Vacancy for the role of SECRETARY apply
We solve your 07 868 3033 thamesmusicgroup@yahoo.co.nz
stump problems. Safe n Sound Storage
027 439 0367 www.safestorage.co.nz Rati inf . A
Buyers of all scrap metal & cars ating Information i

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

AUIENSIONITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LiQuI ASTE
SPECIALISTS

= 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

[PRECISION

" WINDSCREENS /
We come to Yot

Farm clean up specialists

Public Notices

Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

E2 TYRE and BATTERT

b Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

022 130 3885

THAMES
WORKINGMEN’S
CLUB (Inc).
Notice of AGM Saturday
27th May 2023 10:00am

AGENDA

+ Apologies

* Minutes of previous AGM

+ Matters Arising

* President’s Report

+ Manager’s Report

+ Presentation of Statement
of Accounts

+ Subscriptions

+ Confirmation of Returning
Officers

+ Election of Board of Appeal

+ Election of Auditor

+ Election of Committee

* General Business

President
J Gailbraith

CARD CHECK AT DOOR

Nga Motu Aroha Ahu

Whenua Trust
Annual General Meeting
Venue: Paeroa Scout Hall
Address: Wood Street,
Paeroa.

Date: 27 May 2023

9am Owner Registration
10am: Meeting Begins
Agenda:

Reports, Financial,
Ratification Trust Deed,
Election New Trustees

Further information

on Nga Motu Aroha
Facebook.

Contact : Secretary. Tapi
Caldwell 0278627792
Email:
tapicaldwell@gmail.com

RSVP: by 17 May 2023
for catering purposes.

Trades & Services

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Trades & Services

FENCING
CONTRACTOR

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more

|| High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt

0211727 148

CHIMNEY
SWEEP

Professional Chimney
Sweep Service including
safety inspections,

bird mesh, fire parts,
flue repairs and
replacements.

Contact: Chimney Sweep
Thames: 0212028395
or 07)8682025. Email:
chimneysweepthames@
gmail.com

Database

The Rating Information Database for
Hauraki District Council is available for
public inspection during office hours 8am
to 4.30pm Monday to Friday at the Council
offices at William Street, Paeroa; Orchard
Road, Ngatea and Rosemont Road, Waihi.

The Rating Information Database is also
available on Council’s website
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz
Ratepayers may object to information in
the Rating Information Database where
information is incorrect or has been omitted.
Objections must be in writing and posted to:
Rating Information Database
Hauraki District Council
PO Box 17
Paeroa 3640
Or emailed to info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz
LD Cavers
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

DISTRICT COUNCIL

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

We can take your cIass:fled ads

anytime before 1pm Mondays
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

PHOTO SALES

Photographs taken by the
Valley Profile are available
for purchase,
contact us today!
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
0204 0944 853

Profile

For Sale

NEWSPRINT

Roll ends for sale
800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the
Valley Profile office:
2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:
Ph 0204 0944 853

holidays - art and craft,

moving, table coverings

Profile

Perfect for school

and more .....

Temporary Road Closure

Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974,
notice is hereby given that for the purpose of a
Motorsport Rally Hillclimb event, the following
road will be closed to ordinary vehicular

traffic for the period indicated below. During
the period of closure provision will be made
for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would
otherwise use the road, to use alternative
routes.

Period of closure: Sunday 21 May 2023,
9.00am to 5.00pm.
Road to be closed: Pukewera Road, Waihi.

Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular
traffic will be made with signs, cones and
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.

It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person otherwise than
under authority of an authorised permit to use
the road for ordinary vehicular traffic during
the proposed period of closure.

L D Cavers

Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

Situation Vacant

Come and join the
Te Whatu Ora team

We’re looking for health care assistants with

a passion for rehabilitation in the community

to join our Older Persons and Rehabilitation
team in Thames.

Assist with routine daily activities for patient’s
to improve quality of care.
Permanent Full-time position - 80 Hours per
fortnight - Rostered Monday to Sunday.
Apply on the Te Whatu Ora, Waikato
website today using reference WAI24513

Te Whatu Ora

Health New Zealand

Waikoto
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Troubled Minds

Sharing Solutions & Promoting Well-being
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Sculptors, potters, painters and photographers from Paeroa, Thames, Coromandel and
other Central North Island areas gathered at Mikkelsen Gallery for a meet and greet on
April 19. Owner Wendy Mikkelsen said the event was targeted at the 20 to 25 artists who
exhibit at her gallery on Paeroa’s main street in hopes of making it a “creative hub”. “It’s
about people finding new ways of doing things to sell their work but being part of the
artists community,” she said. “We’ve got some new artists coming on board so it’s nice
to introduce them to the gallery and I’'m just wanting to create that creative hub here
where people feel connected to each other as well and not isolated. The environment
for art has changed... people are uncertain about their futures so | think that has an
impact on art as it is not a necessity, it’s a luxury but it doesn’t stop people making art.”

LETTERS

Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 3600. Letters
must include your full name and address, be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or
rejected at the editor’s discretion.

SISTER CITY

How disappointing to see Paeroa indulging
in Sister City relationships again. (Valley
Profile, April 5). Our current Mayor is
indulging in a ratepayer-funded trip
accompanying a previous HDC mayor

to Beijing. | thought we had moved

on after the last episode when HDC
naively snuggled up to China in a sister
city relationship while at the same

time approving a mysterious Taiwanese
academy being located at Golden Valley
outside Waihi. Did no-one point out the
diplomatic insanity of a small council

representing a mere 20,000 people trying
to play with the big boys. This is an issue
of national security and these decisions
should be made at national level. If our
elected councillors cannot see the clear
conflict of interests in small councils
making such decisions, it is obvious why
we need a more centralised decision
making process to protect Aotearoa/New
Zealand’s standing and reputation.

- Dawn Sinclair, Waihi

Hauraki District Council was given right of
reply but declined to respond.

I. e . .:.
Sunday 28th May Paeroa Golf Course
Sponsored by Archgola Outdoor Shelters

Teams of 4 SHOTGUN START 10AM

$35 Per Player - includes afterncon tea
{Mon-golfers welcome) Handicap: Male 36 max
Ladies 54 max

Email: courtnays.christmastrees@utra.co.nz for entry
farm
Contact Clark for mere information: 0274580878

Buctions: - Amaning auctions will be available from 4.30pm
Prizes - include vouchers, golf accessories, clothing, and
much more!

Aaffles - Available

Hole 10 - Buy a tee shot!

Drinks and BBQ avallable to purchase durlng round

_ﬂ____'mmwrw“r
ARCHGOLA

OuUTDOOR SHELTERS

THAMES MUSIC & DRAMA PRESENTS

Nuwmeer FIvE

BIRODWELL ROAD
-

¥

o = =
5 %
. : .
& RS o aniamm——— i o

A new comedy about

friendship and family

What do you do when your old friend

is getting more and more confused?
Yorkshire mates, Molly and Dolly, have been together forever - but
now their friendship is being threatened in a way neither of them
expected. Their children are all off doing their own things - and
what on earth are Stan and Ernie up to down at the allotment?

| 6th - 24th June 2023
TARARV ARTS CENTRE, THAMES Q

Tickets available from thamesmad.co
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Five generations, one store

Hardware

o Fastenings and Extrusions

+ Key cutting and Locksmithing

o Interior and Exterior Paint

» Marine Supplies

o PPE and Footwear

o Tools

¢ Hose and Rubber

 Engineering and Welding Products

308 Pollen Street, Thames

Telephone 07 868 6608
www.readbros.co.nz

SUDOKU

Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9

P

The People’s Wellbeing Trust

SALES
SERVICE
HIRE

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

- Mobility Scooters
- Wheelchairs

- Walkers

« Electric Lift Chairs

We do our best to source other products on request

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) « Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 - E: tvtot2017 @gmail.com

Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

112

3

9

9125

6

3/2/1|7/9/6|8/4|5
9/8/4|3/5/1]|6/2|7
7/5/6|8/4/2]9/3 1
4/7/8[9/1/5|3 6 2
593|2/6/8]7/14
162(43/7(598
2/3/5|1/8/9]|4|7|6
6/4/7|5/2|3]|1/8|9
8/1/916/7/412/5/3

~
HARD

/7 |5

8
4 3
4

8/1/9|5/6/4|3|2|7
3/7/6|8/1/2]4|5|9
45/2(37/9(861
1/6/3[48/7|5/9 2
7,4/5|2/9/6]1/3/8
9/2/8|15/3|6/74
2/8/1|19/3/5|7/4|6
6/3/4|7/2/8]|9/1|5
5/9/716 4112|183

MEDIUM

6

—

2 1

o | O1|W

8

4 13/5]9
6

9

S

(@))

w

—_t
Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

8/4/1|12/9/3|5/6|7
9/2|5|1/6/7]|4 3|8
376/584[921
6/3/9|4/7/1]2/8|5
5/1/2]|9/3/8|7/4/6
487(625[(193
7/9/413/5/6|8 1|2
16/8(7/4/2(3/ 5|9
2/5/318/1/9|6 74

EASY

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Group of eight (5)

4 By small, scattered
or sporadic amounts
(2,5,3,5)

14 Pale brownish
yellow (5)

15 Craze (5)

16 Replicas (10)

17 Burnt identifying
mark (5)

19 Be in debt (3)

20 Hereditary (7)

21 Wild animal
collection (9)

22 Feels (6)

25 Interpret (9)

27 Day nursery (6)

28 Tyrant (6)

33 Scientific study of
projectiles (10)

35 Unit of electrical
resistance (3)

36 Touched lips with (6)
37 Thin metal sheet (4)
39 Play on words (3)
41 Cut short (7)

42 Staple (anag)(6)
43 Rebel (9)

44 Roof overhang (5)
45 Impasse (8)

50 Yak (2)

51 Gather together (8)
55 Wall painting (5)
58 Obsessive desire to
burn things (9)

59 Be indecisive (6)
60 Place for washing
and ironing (7)

61 Liquid from infection
(3)

63 Office table (4)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

64 Bawdy (6)

65 Appropriate (3)
66 Stores (10)

68 Seductiveness,
appeal (6)

69 Meal (6)

71 Sulphur (9)

76 Neckwear (6)

77 Silent (9)

79 Coal holder (7)
81 Wholly (3)

84 African scavenger
(5)

85 Debase by adding
inferior material (10)
86 Leftover sediment
(5)

87 Lifting device (5)
88 Fastin
understanding
something (5,3,3,4)
89 Adolescent (5)
DOWN

2 Mountain hut (6)

3 Banished person (5)
5 Without feeling (4)
6 Military withdrawal (7)
7 Be disloyal to (6)

8 Venerate (5)

9 Feel contempt for (7)
10 Gown (4)

11 Defeated (6)

12 Bedlam (5)

13 Sale document (7)
14 Long adventurous
journey (7)

18 Performed very
softly (mus)(10)

23 Allegation (5)

24 \/ehicle’s
substructure (7)

26 Akin (7)

MEDIUM

EASY

27 Intricate (7)

29 Adage (7)

30 Military greeting (6)
31 Swag (5)

32 Against (6)

34 Graceful water bird
(4)

36 Rogue (5)

38 Turning machine (5)
40 Letgo (4)

45 Tricked (5)

46 Spray can (7)

47 Branch (4)

48 Frank (6)

49 Complaint (5)

50 Experienced sailor
(3.4)

52 Facts and figures
(10)

53 Grand house (7)
54 Voice box (6)

55 Large tent (7)

56 Condition (5)

57 Vault (4)

62 Spacious (5)

67 Respire (7)

68 Prepayment to
author (7)

70 Alligator pear (7)
72 Conductor’s
platform (7)

73 Elaborate rich cake
(6)

74 Brood of chickens
(6)

75 Predicament (6)
76 See-through (5)
78 Tobacco for sniffing
(5)

80 Trunk (5)

82 Bathroom powder (4)
83 Celebrity (4)

ACROSS: 1 Sibling, 4 Busy as a bee, 9 Precise, 13 Airy, 14 Potato, 15 Strife, 16 Barrier, 18 Tie, 20
Propaganda, 21 Nickname, 22 Girth, 25 Sneaky, 26 Cajole, 28 Mint sauce, 33 Baritone, 34 Coasts,
35 Hatchet, 39 Fragment, 40 Recall, 41 Mead, 42 Moist, 43 Learn, 46 Put on a pedestal, 53 Crust, 56
Study, 57 Left, 58 Tavern, 59 Escapade, 62 Snooped, 63 Nicety, 64 Interval, 67 Restarted, 69 Design,
70 Stance, 74 Bandy, 75 Spyglass, 77 Fraternity, 81 Rim, 83 Interim, 84 Poncho, 85 Advent, 86 Sofa,
87 Crosier. 88 Settlement. 89 Hiahest.

BENE

DOWN: 1 Swamp, 2 Borrowed, 3 Global, 4 Bland, 5 Spot, 6 Absence, 7 Africa, 8 Elfin, 10 Roam,

11 Cardiac, 12 Sleuth, 17 Backgammon, 19 Empty, 23 Foreseen, 24 Radar, 25 Skilful, 27 Agog, 29
Isthmus, 30 Kidnap, 31 Ballad, 32 Census, 34 Cramp, 36 Choir, 37 Lava, 38 Gala, 44 Extend, 45
Radio, 47 Used, 48 Qutline, 49 Anthem, 50 Envoy, 51 Earliest, 52 Lustre, 53 Characters, 54 Utah, 55
Treacle, 60 Petty, 61 Stag, 65 Crypt, 66 Antidote, 68 Endless, 69 Disrobe, 71 Banner, 72 Mascot, 73
Stench. 76 Gnome. 78 Rivet. 79 Yeast. 80 Pile. 82 Maze.
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SPORTS

Connor hoops televised umpire shot
e -~ e

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Waihi netball umpire Con-
nor Pascoe was “over the
moon” when he was given the

opportunity to take the next
shot in his umpire journey.

The Waihi resident, who has
umpired at Waihi Netball Cen-
tre since he was nine years old,
told The Profile he was sched-
uled to umpire a televised
match between the Mystics
Men’s and Stars Men’s at the
Trusts Arena in Auckland on
May 6.

The match was a Sky Sport-
broadcasted curtain raiser
for the Northern Mystics vs
Southern Steel match in the
ANZ Premiership.

“I went over to umpire a pre-
mier competition in Tauranga
[on April 27] and my coach
and umpire lead, Pam Clayton,
came up to me and we had a
bit of a discussion about it and
she asked ‘would I like to go
up to Auckland... and do this
game?’,” he said.

“I was over the moon getting
asked because what an awe-
some opportunity to be intro-
duced to that higher level.

“At the start of this year, I
was also fortunate enough to
be selected for the national
watchlist, so there’s a group of
umpires that are there which
New Zealand sees potential in
to work towards the ANZ Pre-

¢

Connor Pascoe in action as an umpire at last year’s FujiFilm Business Innovation NZ Secondary Schools Netball Champs.

miership.” The 23-year-old,
who also umpires weekly Tau-
ranga Netball Centre matches,
said his biggest umpire stint
before the match between Mys-
tics Men’s and Stars Men’s was
at the New Zealand Men’s Net-
ball Nationals held in Christch-

urch in August last year.

“I ended up being appointed
to the A grade final for that
tournament and that was awe-
some, an amazing experience,”
he said.

“I did it with an amazing um-
pire from Australia who had

come over and it was just awe-
some, I really enjoyed it even
though I was wrecked after it.
It was a fast and high intensity
game.

“We've got some national
tournaments coming up so
I'm hoping to get appointed

Photo: SUPPLIED/Netball NZ

to those and other than that...
look forward to what the sea-
son brings.”

Connor said he also played
goal attack and centre for the
Waihi-based Tane Toa men’s
netball team between 2019 to
2022.

You’ll feel right at home in a Suzuki Ignis.

Perfectly practical. Practically perfect.

WHYTELINE

Drivenb
humans

The Ignis is a real car for real people. Perfectly tuned
to be easy to drive, breezy to park and simple to own.

CLEAN CAR REBATE

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ |

39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA |

IGNIS

HAURAKI'S HOME OF § SUZUKI

07 862 8783



