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Hauraki’s voter turn-out has 
been “average to crap” the 

past few local body elections, but 
the mayor is hopeful that once 
votes are counted come Saturday, 
the numbers will refl ect at least 
half of the district’s population. 

Voting closes at midday this 
Saturday for the 2022 local elec-
tions, with progress results pub-
lished at around 3pm.

But for those who have not yet 
sent their voting paper through 

the post, Hauraki Mayor Toby 
Adams - who has already been 
re-elected unopposed - encour-
aged residents to bring it into any 
of council’s three offi  ces, where 
they can stick it in an orange bal-
lot box instead.

“If you’re leaving it to the last 
minute, the most appropriate 
way to ensure your vote is going 
to count is to drop it into one of 
the offi  ces rather than trying to 
post it,” he said. “If you rely on 
NZ Post getting it to where it 
needs to be, it might not make it 

in time.” 
Mayor Adams told The Profi le 

that voter turn-out for Hauraki 
had been “average to crap” the 
past few elections, with barely 
40 per cent of ratepayers having 
their say. 

According to data from the 
Department of Internal Aff airs, 
at the 2016 local body elections, 
Hauraki had a 44.6 per cent voter 
turn-out, while the neighbouring 
Thames-Coromandel district had 
51 per cent.

“As a country, we’re very good 

at complaining, but we’re not 
very good at being proactive and 
voting, so it’d be really neat to see 
Hauraki have a really high voter 
turn-out,” Mayor Adams said. 
“About 50 per cent would be nice 
- we never get much above 40 per 
cent - and it always makes it dif-
fi cult to hear all those complaints 
afterwards, realising that 60 per 
cent of the district didn’t vote.” 

Mayor Adams said council im-
pacted the daily lives of all resi-
dents, so voting was important to 
ensure diversity around the table. 

“The people that are appointed 
are there to represent you and 
make decisions based on what 
they feel the community’s needs 
are. If not enough people have 
voted, then they may not be get-
ting enough of the demographics 
in their decision making,” he 
said. 

“Vote for people that align with 
your way of thinking, regardless 
of how you think. That way you’re 
ensuring your voice is getting 
heard around the council table.”

Time’s ticking for voters

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

 Re-elected Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams 
drops his vote into the ballot box at 

council. Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

                CONTINUED ON P2
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accounting advice
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328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel
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E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12
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Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one of 

the display advertisements in 
The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@val leyprof i le.co.nz 
with your full name and postal 
address, and the business name 
and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in 
the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last week it was in the Smart 
Environmental ad.

www.readbros.co.nz  
308 Pollen St 

Thames 
07 868 6608

A traditional 
hardware store 

quality goods and 
quality service, 

every time.

A unique collection of kitchen and 
homeware carefully selected each 
season for those who love to gift, 
cook and create.

The Valley Profile delivers 
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Waihī, Thames, Thames 

Coast and surrounding rural 
areas, plus bulk distribution 
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approximately 35,000 readers.
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Mayor invites King to Thames

CONTINUED FROM  P1

After voting has closed at mid-
day on October 8, same-day pro-
gress results will be published 
around 3pm; however, final 
results will not be published for 
another week. 

With Mayor Adams already 
retaining the top job for a further 
three years, he said that while 
there won’t be the usual “nerv-
ous wait” for him this weekend, 
he was still anxious for the other 
candidates. 

He said he’d like to get to-
gether with those successful and 
unsuccessful after the outcome.

“Anybody that puts their head 
above the parapet deserves rec-
ognition and thanks, regardless 
of whether they are successful 
or not.” 

As of September 29, 15.2 per 
cent of Hauraki’s eligible voters 
had returned their voting docu-
ments. In the lead was the Plains 
ward, with 16.4 per cent, closely 
followed by Waihi at 14.8 per 
cent and Paeroa at 14.5 per cent.

However, the numbers were 
lagging behind compared to pre-
vious years. 

In 2019, 22.1 per cent of the 
eligible Hauraki population had 
already returned their voting 
documents by the same date. In 
2016, 26.3 per cent had voted. 

Time will tell whether the 
new monarch King Charles 

III will accept an invitation 
to visit Thames, after a letter 
was sent to the sovereign by 
the town’s mayor requesting 
he do a “drive-by’’ while in the 
country.

While it has not been con-
firmed the King will visit New 
Zealand on his first royal tour, 
Thames-Coromandel Mayor 
Sandra Goudie said it wouldn’t 
be far-fetched if he did call in 
to Thames and pay tribute to 
Sir Keith Park, the senior RAF 
officer remembered as being 
‘the Defender of London’.

“He was a good, honest 
Kiwi boy, born and raised in 
Thames, and he went to Eng-
land to fight in the war, in the 
skies, flying planes, and he is 
credited with winning the Bat-
tle of Britain,” Mayor Goudie 
told The Profile.

“We may not have the mon-
archy if it wasn’t for what he 
achieved.” 

Earlier this month, the King 
told New Zealand Governor 
General Dame Cindy Kiro that 
he looked forward to coming 
to New Zealand on an official 
visit, although he did not know 
when that would be.

And in a report from the 
British newspaper, The Times, 
a royal insider picked New 
Zealand to be on the King’s 
list of destinations for his first 
royal tour.

“One of the added advan-
tages is that, for a whistle-stop 

tour of New Zealand, we’re 
only an hour and a half out of 
Auckland, so it’s not a big ask 
for him to maybe do a drive-
by on his way to Hamilton 
or Tauranga,” Mayor Goudie 
said. 

But if her invitation to the 
King was successful, Mayor 
Goudie - who is not standing 
for the top job again these 
elections - said it’d be up to 
the new mayor to relish in the 
monarch’s arrival.

“That would be all part of 
what a new mayor and council 
and community would have 
the absolute joy of being able 
to do,” she said. “I’d just be 
thrilled to see it come off, and 
[for them] to pay tribute to Sir 
Keith Park as well as the Bat-
tle of Britain.” 

Thames has a statue of Sir 
Keith Park outside the Civic 
Centre in Mary St. There is 
also a reciprocal statue of the 
war hero in London.

Both Mayor Goudie and 
Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams 
were invited to attend New 
Zealand’s state memorial 
service for the Queen on Sep-
tember 26, but neither could 
attend.

Mayor Goudie - who met 
King Charles III at Govern-
ment House in Wellington 
back in 2005 - said she was 
“grateful” to have been asked 
to the state memorial service, 
and that she will keep the invi-
tation as a memento. 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Mayor Sandra Goudie has sent word to Buckingham Palace. 
              File photo: KELLEY TANTAU

‘Make 
your vote 
count’
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Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Authorised by Peter Revell, 156 Kauraeranga Valley Rd, Thames

“Good For Thames”

PETER 
REVELL

M: 021 912 993
E: revellp@gmail.com
F: facebook.com/Revell4Council

Councillor 
for Thames

Vote� 60% off.
Last chance.
Runout Sale on Sanctuary Dream & Escape.

WHILE 
STOCKS 

LAST

*O�er valid to 11.10.22 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in 
circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only.*30 months interest free is available on in-store Q Card and Q Mastercard Long Term Finance (LTF) purchases $999 & over until 11.10.22. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account Fee, fees, Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. At end of 
interest free period, Q Mastercard Expired Promotional Rate or Q Card Standard Interest Rate of 27.99% p.a. applies. Minimum payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard Interest Rate applies to Standard Purchases af ter 3 months (Q Mastercard 26.69% p.a. 
and Q Card 27.99% p.a). Rates and fees correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the o�er and these Ts&Cs at any time without notice. Mastercard and the circles design are registered trademarks of Mastercard International Incorporated. See counter for full details.

The experts in sleep.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������    |  PH 07 868 6128

Thames fi reman ignites 25-year service
Corrie Leach joined the 

fi re service in 1997 as an 
enthusiastic 16-year-old who 
used to rush to the station 
from Thames High School 
whenever the siren rang. 

The current senior station of-
fi cer at Thames Volunteer Fire 
Brigade has now clocked up 25 
years with the service, and told 
The Profi le his family history 
with the fi re service sparked 
his interest.

“My father [Graham Leach] 
was the Thames Fire Brigade 
deputy chief fi re offi  cer at the 
time and my uncle Warwick 
had also been with Thames 
before he later transferred to 
Paeroa, and he now serves in 
Pauanui,” he said.

“My brother Ricky started 
in Thames and rejoined in 
Ngātea about three years ago, 
and my brother Dion has been 
with Thames the whole time.

“Cousin Ryan was also in the 
Paeroa fi re brigade, so my fam-
ily’s been fi remen for a long 
time.”

Corrie, who is a logistics 
manager at HG Leach & Co, 
said he also had a desire to 
help the community and be 
part of a team.

“You have your bad callouts 
but you also have a lot of good 
things that happen too down 
[at the station] like the social 
aspect of it,” he said. 

Corrie Leach has been a volunteer fi refi ghter since 1997.                                                                Photo: SUPPLIED

By GORDON PREECE

“Fire and Emergency New 
Zealand is a big family, eve-
ryone’s there to help one an-
other.” 

Corrie said he had responded 

to around 80 annual callouts 
during his 25 years, and his 
most memorable ones included 
four “well involved” Thames 
infernos. 

“The big fi res which really 
stuck out was the Video Ezy fi re 
on the main street in Thames 
in 2003, that was quite well 
involved when we got the call.

“In recent years we’ve had 
the two big Smart Environ-
mental fi res in 2018 and 2019, 
and the ITM fi re was the last 
big one in 2019. 

“They all lasted probably six 
to eight hours and the scene 
was busy, but your training 
kicked in and you just jumped 
into action.”

Corrie said he had grown ac-
customed to the challenges of 
being a volunteer fi refi ghter, 
and when the siren blared he 
would “get up and go”.

“Sometimes the challenge for 
me could be I’d be up all night, 
the siren might’ve gone at 2am 
or 3am, you get back to the sta-
tion at 6am and then you have 
to go to work,” he said.

“That can be quite challeng-
ing being tired and all that but 
you get pretty accustomed to 
it, you always get a couple of 
hours sleep.”

Corrie said the Gold Star 
award for his 25 year service 
would be offi  cially presented to 
him early November.

“It’s gone very fast, just the 
other day I was at school and 
here I am now 25 years later 
and I’m quite young to receive 
it, I’m only 41,” he said.

Corrie said he would like to 
thank his wife, Fiona, and sons 
Thomas and Fergus for their 
support. 

“It’s been enjoyable and I 
don’t plan on leaving anytime 
soon.”
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SHARED VISION, STRONG COLLABORATION, RIGHT RESULTS
www.lensalt.co.nz

Authorised by
lensalt56@gmail.com
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CLIMATE CHANGE

WASTE REDUCTION

BUSINESS INNOVATION

CONTRACT MODEL REVIEW

COMMUNITY INITIATIVES

LOCAL EMPOWERMENT

HOUSING

THAMES COROMANDEL DISTRICT

We stand on the threshold of an
extraordinary opportunity, one which
will deliver huge benefits to the entire
Coromandel Peninsula.
It takes positive action and active
engagement between community and
council. Above all, it will require strong,
focused and experienced leadership.
Actions driven by commitment to the
right results for our community is what
we need right now.
Vote for the candidate with a proven
track record in serving our community.

YOUR VOTE
SHAPES OUR FUTURE

 More opportunities 
for our young

Holly Mackenzie

T H A M E S  C O M M U N I T Y
B O A R D

The voice of our kids future

Change and Progression 

Development in 
Sporting Facilities

Authorised by Holly Mackenzie          hollymackenzie221@outlook.com

Free of any Covid-19 restric-
tions, the organisers behind 

Thames Valley’s Bookarama have 
their fi ngers crossed that this 
year’s event will be bigger than 
ever.

The Thames Valley Zonta 
Club’s annual fundraiser, which 
helps projects locally, nation-
ally, and internationally, will see 
hundreds of books for sale at St 
James Church in Thames later 
this month.

Last year, the club raised 
$4300, and president Rose Ward 
said the funds went to commu-
nity initiatives, such as grants 
for new midwives in the Thames 
area, and the club’s bi-annual 

Bookarama back for 2022
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Women’s Study Award.
They have also supported 

Grandparents Raising Grandchil-
dren in the area, she said.

“We hope it will be even big-
ger than last year. In 2021, masks 
were still a requirement, so we 
are pleased people can browse the 
books without a mask.”

Founded in 1919 in the USA, 
Zonta International has 30,000 
members in 1200 clubs across 
67 countries. Members volunteer 
their time to support women and 
girls in their local communities, 
run projects in many parts of 
the world to improve the lives of 
women, and advocate on wom-
en’s issues at all levels of society. 

In New Zealand, Zonta has 
been active for 50 years, and has 

28 clubs from Northland to Ota-
go. 

The Thames Valley club has 
been operating for at least 25 
years.

Books are still needed to fi ll the 
St James Church Hall, so Rose 
has asked for any donations of 
books to be dropped off  at the 
ANZ on Pollen St or the Treasury 
on Queen St, up until October 14. 
DETAILS: Zonta Bookarama in 
Thames, Friday, October 21 (9am 
– 5pm) and Saturday, October 22 
(9am – 3pm) at St James Church 
hall, Pahau St, Thames. All wel-
come. Enquiries to Althea on 027 
217 9222.

Last year, the Thames Valley Zonta Club raised $4300 from its Bookarama.                                      File photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Youth on voters’ minds

The youth was on the mind of 
the voters at the fi nal Meet 

the Candidates event before this 
Saturday’s local body elections.

Candidates for the Paeroa 
ward of Hauraki District Council 
- Mike Bennett, Paul Milner, Car-
ole Ann Daley, Rino Wilkinson, 
Jo Tilsley, and Melba Pakinga 
- attended the event, hosted by 
the Paeroa Lions, alongside three 
Waihou candidates for the Wai-
kato Regional Council: Robert 
Cookson, Philip Sherwood, and 
Ben Dunbar-Smith. 

The council candidates were 
quizzed on an array of questions 
relating to the youth of Paeroa, 
such as: “What is the council ac-
tively doing to encourage young 
people, especially Māori, to get 
involved in leadership?” and “Do 
you have any ideas on how to get 
[youth] off  their backsides and do 
something constructive?” 

Current deputy mayor Paul 
Milner, vying to return to his seat 
around the table, fi elded both 
questions. 

“Council, through the govern-
ment, has got an offi  ce in the 
main street - Gr8 Job Hauraki 
- and they eff ectively seek out 
young people, anybody wanting 
employment, and try to match 
them with jobs that are avail-
able,” he answered to the latter. 
“There’s lots of work out there if 
anyone wants it.” 

Carole Anne Daley was asked 
why a vape shop was allowed to 
trade in Paeroa when young peo-
ple were targeted with the prod-
uct.

“It’s a bit hard for us to pick out 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

our own area and say ‘defi nitely 
no’ to something when it is al-
lowed everywhere else,” she said. 
“I would defi nitely not have had 
it, had it been a choice that we 
were given.” 

Rino Wilkinson was asked his 
thoughts on how he could im-
prove life for those living in hard-
ship in Paeroa, and he said while 
he didn’t have the “right answer”, 
it had been on his radar for some 
time. 

“Time’s are tough, and it’s only 
getting worse, I’m guessing, since 
the pandemic. So, how do we fi x 
that? It’s a really good question, 
and I’m sorry I don’t have the 
right answer for that, but it’s defi -
nitely something I’ve noted.” 

Melba Pakinga was asked if she 
had a vision on how to engage the 
local Māori youth. She said a lot 
of our young people did not have 
the proper role models, and were 
easily infl uenced. It was a task 
of the community to look at how 
they could infl uence them in the 
right way. 

Newcomer Mike Bennett and 
second-term hopeful Jo Tilsley 
were asked about social hous-
ing, water issues, and the newly-
introduced SUIP rating scheme 
which increases rates for farm 
dwellings and retirement vil-
lages. 
DETAILS: It’s now too late to post 
your votes! Instead, drop your vote 
into a ballot box at one of Hauraki 
District Council’s three offi  ces be-
fore midday October 8. For more 
details on your candidates, visit: 
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2015 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto 2WD, Alloys, Low 80km, 
Superb

$15,990
 

$13,990

2014 Ford Territory
4.0 Ltr, Auto, 2WD, Best Available

2015 Peugeot 208
Auto, NZ New, 32km, 1 Owner, Like New

   

$12,990

2011 Mazda Axiela
NZ New, Great Buying

$7,990

2014 Mazda 6 Atenza
2.0Ltr Auto, 18” Alloys, 
Top Condition

$13,990
NOW AT

2013 Suzuki Splash
Auto, Low Km’s, Mint Condition

$8,990
 

2006 Suzuki Escudo
V6 Auto 4WD, NZ New, 
Top Condition

ONLY
$7,990

REDUCED

2002 Jaguar S Type
3.0 V6 Auto, NZ New, 82km, 
Supurb Car

  $11,990

Student makes AstroSoup for the soul
A Paeroa College student’s 

innovative new business 
could turn soup into the next 
two-minute noodles.

Hamish Buchanan, 18, has 
this year taken part in the 
national Young Enterprise 
Scheme (YES) and with that, 
he’s created AstroSoup, a 
freeze-dried soup business he 
says is the first of its kind in the 
country. 

The high schooler and fledg-
ling entrepreneur said the rea-
son for the brand was twofold: 
not only had he noticed a lack 
of ready-made and freeze-
dried meals while on shift at 
Paeroa Four Square, but he of-
ten opted for convenient meals 
himself.

“During the school holidays, 
I would be home from school 
and almost every day I’d cook 
for lunch 2-Minute Noodles, 
because they were easy and I 
was lazy,” he said.

“But my parents were always 
on at me about how innutri-
tious they were and how ter-
rible they are for you, but they 
just tasted so good and they 
were so easy to cook.

“So, I thought: hey, what if 
I find something that is much 
more nutritious, but is some-
thing you can chuck in the cup-
board and wait for a rainy day 
[to eat], and that is just as tasty 

as well.” 
According to Hamish, freeze-

drying his meals involves cook-
ing the soup and then freezing 
the product in a vacuum cham-
ber before slowly increasing the 
temperature, causing all of the 
ice in the food to sublimate or 

turn straight from a solid to a 
gas, leaving behind a “honey-
comb-like” structure that re-
turns to normal by simply add-
ing water. 

He said this preserves the 
vitamins and minerals, and al-
lows AstroSoup to use chunks 

of real meat in its recipe.
The soup itself was cooked in 

the Paeroa Four Square com-
mercial kitchen, and because 
freeze-dryers are hard to come 
by in New Zealand, Hamish 
had to fly down to Real Meals 
in Nelson with a big box of 

Paeroa College student Hamish Buchanan, 18, has created AstroSoup, a freeze-dried soup business he 
believes is the first of its kind in the country.                                  Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

soup - labelled ‘fragile’ - as his 
checked baggage. 

The soup was freeze-dried, 
packaged, and was now avail-
able to purchase - although it’ll 
likely be a limited time offer.

Once finished with high 
school, Hamish will spend a 
year undertaking a disciple-
ship training internship at 
Kauaeranga Valley Christian 
Camp. 

He’s also interested in pur-
suing higher education which 
focuses on engineering. 

“I came into [business stud-
ies] this year, knowing it would 
be a challenge and knowing 
that I’d probably have to do it 
all on my own, which is a lot, 
but I am super proud of what 
I’ve been able to achieve,” he 
said. 

The Young Enterprise 
Scheme is designed so second-
ary school students are able to 
set up and run a real business. 

The Waikato regional finals 
will be held on November 1, 
with the national awards on 
December 6.
DETAILS: Hamish’s AstroSoup is 
beef, butternut, and bacon fla-
voured and comes in a single-
serve ready-to-go bowl, and a 
four-serve saver pack, available 
from Paeroa Four Square. For 
details on AstroSoup visit: astro-
soup.mystorbie.com

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. We also demonstrate and deliver. 
5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY

#

#

Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details. visit husqvarna.com today

§Purchase a TS242TXD, TS248TXD or TS354 and receive a bonus $300 in-store voucher valid for 

in-store redemption at place of issue for Husqvarna products, parts and accessories only. 

Offer valid 01/09/22 - 31/01/23, at participating Husqvarna Dealers, while stocks last. OfferS valid 01/09/22 - 31/01/23, at participating authorised Husqvarna Dealers only, while stocks last..

Power and 
performance

TS 242TXD
Kawasaki FR Series V-Twin - 21.5 hp - 42" Cutting Width $8,890 RRP

$7,990

$4,780 $8,740$4 780 $8 7TS138 Husqvarna Series Engine,
38” Cutting Width, 
Hydrostatic Transmission

Z242F Kawasaki FR Series 
V-Twin - 21.5hp - 42” Cutting Width $4,930 RRP $8,990 RRP

Councillors farewell 
outgoing colleagues

Mayor Toby Adams with Brian Gentil, Duncan Smeaton, and Ross Harris, who have had their 
final meeting as district councillors.                                                                        Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

When Duncan Smeaton became a 
Hauraki district councillor, he was 

just a Waihī ratepayer chomping at the 
bit to see how he could contribute to local 
government.

But getting himself voted in during the 
2016 elections was one of the most difficult 
things to overcome, he said, because 
telling the public to: ‘vote for Duncan 
Smeaton ‘cause he’s a real good guy’ made 
him uncomfortable. 

In fact, he was so self-conscious ahead 
of his first term as a local politician that 
he resorted to sticking up his candidate 
placards under darkness. 

“I turned up [to a property] at 10 o’clock 
at night so no one could see me, and I was 
banging away on the fence, and a window 
opened two metres in front of me and 
someone yelled: ‘What the eff are you 
doing!?’”

Duncan, who is one of four Hauraki 
district councillors opting not to stand 
again this year, said he learned that “if 
you want to get on council, you’ve got to 
promote yourself”. 

The September 28 council meeting 
was the last for Plains ward councillor 
Ross Harris, and Waihī ward councillors 
Duncan Smeaton and Brian Gentil. Paul 
Anderson is also not standing for the 
Waihī ward for a second term but was 
absent from the meeting.

They were awarded certificates and 
thanked for their service. 

“I’ve learned a lot,” Cr Gentil said. “It’s 
been a challenge, it’s been a joy, it’s been 
the opposite. I’ve got new challenges 

I’m looking forward to including, 
hopefully, catching up with my mokopuna 
[grandchildren], two of which I haven’t 
met yet.”

Ross Harris is standing down after six 
years as a councillor, and at the meeting, 
he mentioned his friend and fellow Plains 
councillor, Rodney Garrett, who died on 
June 6 after a hard-fought battle with 
cancer. 

“The first term I really, really enjoyed. 
This term has been difficult, and I can feel 
my chest getting tight already,” he said. 

“We had Covid and I think we all coped... 
but we all went through Rodney’s 18 
months of passing away, and while Toby 
talked about my work ethic, mine has got 
nothing on what Rodney went through 
in those last 18 months; he just wouldn’t 
give up, and I hugely respected the way in 
which he thought. 

“So, I really have struggled this term, 
but I am really excited about what we’ve 
achieved.”

Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams said the 
current calibre of councillors was the best 
he’d seen.

“I honestly believe that in my time here, 
this has been the best council, the most 
cohesive council, and the most district-
thinking council.  We’ve supported other 
wards in their endeavours, and we haven’t 
questioned any funding… in times’ past, 
that wouldn’t have happened,” he said. 
“It’s going to be hard to replicate those 
dynamics, but I wish you well in your 
endeavours. You will be missed immensely 
around these tables.”

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Ph: 0800 7754 6827
Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

SPRING
SALE

This wood is unseasoned and for burning in 2023 winter,
NOT 2022.

It requires seasoning, ideally stored in a well ven� lated 
area, or le�  outside in the open to season and put away in 
dry storage around March 2023.

Pine    $95 per cube
Gum (niten)  $120 per cube
Old Man Pin  $110 per cube
Red Gum   $140 per cube

Delivery is free within 30km from our yard in Hikutaia, 
then $1.00 per km a� er that.
Minimum of 2 cube, we can now do up to 8 cube in the truck

*

*T&C’s:  Valid un� l November 2022 must be delivered before Christmas.

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

New season spring/summer 
shirts. In-store now.

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Helping Hawke’s Bay kiwi was 
one experience a Hauraki 

Plains College student had on his 
journey to achieve the Duke of 
Edinburgh gold award.

The award is available to all 14 
to 24-year-olds regardless of their 
background, and anyone over 16 
who has achieved silver can un-
dertake the gold level.

Jared Sewell told The Profile it 
was “pretty amazing” to achieve 
gold after many hours of commu-
nity service and outdoor recrea-
tion.

“I think [the gold award] would 
really look good on scholarship 
applications, CVs and tertiary and 
job applications,” he said.

“It will show that I’ve built resil-
ience and committed to the time 
required to do it.”

Jared, who is in year 13, said his 
gold award was divided into five 
sections, including an “adventur-
ous journey”.

This section is split into prepa-
ration and training, practice jour-
ney and qualifying journey. 

“I did my training and my 
practice journey in one session 
and that involved a four-day and 
three-night trip in Kaweka Forest 
Park in Hawke’s Bay, that was in 
April, 2021,” he said.

“I did my qualifying journey 
which is another four-day exhibi-
tion last December, eight hours 
a day was the requirement of 
tramping and then a four day loop 
to practice our bushcraft, naviga-
tion and risk assessment.”

Jared said his gold award also 
required him to take part in phys-
ical recreation, skills and volun-

By GORDON PREECE

HPC student hikes up gold award In Brief
CROSS-STITCH RETREAT
A cross-stitch retreat in which 70 
crafters are coming to Thames 
from around New Zealand is 
happening this weekend. Held 
at the Civic Centre on Mary St, a 
pop-up shop will also be running 
between 10am to 1pm on Sunday, 
October 9. Well-known cross-
stitch suppliers will be selling 
hand-dyed fabric, specialty floss, 
and stitching accessories. Entry is 
a gold coin donation, which will 
be given to Thames SPCA. 

PINK RIBBON APPEAL
People are being called to 
volunteer for the Pink Ribbon 
Street Appeal, in which 10,000 
volunteers will take to the streets 
on October 28 and 29 to shake 
a pink bucket for two hours. In 
Waikato, area co-ordinators who 
manage a small team of local 
collectors are still being sought 
in Coromandel Town, Pauanui, 
Tairua, Te Aroha, and Waihī.

PLASTIC BAN
Central Government’s ban 
on providing, selling, or 
manufacturing key hard-to-
recycle and single use plastic 
products has come into force. 
The ban, which began on October 
1, includes single use plastic 
drink stirrers; single use plastic 
cotton buds; PVC food trays and 
containers used for products 
including meat, fresh produce, 
or baked goods; and polystyrene 
takeaway food and beverage 
packaging.

tary service sections for one hour 
each week.

“For my physical recreation I 
did mountain biking and my main 
activity was hiking. You have to get 
your 52 hours for the section and I 
think I ended up with 380 hours,” 
he said.

“For my skills section I did pi-

ano, I’ve been learning piano for 
probably ten years now, and I’m 
up to grade 6 of my Trinity College 
London piano exams which I’ll be 
doing in September.”

For his voluntary service Jared 
has been walking an elderly lady’s 
dog in Thames. His final section of 
the award was a residential pro-

Jared Sewell hiked, played piano and nurtured kiwi to achieve his 
Duke of Edinburgh gold award.                                                 Photo: SUPPLIED

ject, which he achieved through 
five days of volunteering with 
the Environment, Conservation 
and Outdoor Education Trust at 
Hawke’s Bay in April.

“I did the first day at the Opoua-
hi Kiwi Creche in Tutira where I 
did trapping, clearing bush off the 
fence and getting ready for the ki-
wis to be moved in,” he said.

“The next two days I did trap-
ping, clearing the traps and re-
cording them on the Trap.nz app, 
and then the last two days I was 
doing the kiwi health checks. 

“We went out and monitored 
with an aerial, listened for the sig-
nals and tracked [the kiwis] and 
then we would do their health 
checks, weigh them, take their 
beak length and send them back.”  

Jared said he received $2216 
from the Ministry of Education 
Gifted Learners Award to go to-
wards his bronze and gold levels 
and received $686 from the Hau-
raki Plains College Snow Douglas 
Trust to go towards silver.

He planned to continue enjoy-
ing the outdoors and walk from 
Cape Reinga to Bluff in his gap 
year after leaving school, he said.

“I have recently started a You-
Tube channel of my tramping ad-
ventures where I will also be post-
ing weekly videos while on the Te 
Araroa trail [3000km length of 
New Zealand] this summer,” he 
said.    

“I started university papers last 
year and I’m just studying com-
puter science and looking towards 
an engineering degree after my 
gap year.”
DETAILS: Jared’s You Tube channel is 
On the Trail NZ. 
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Soil health – back to basics

Environmental and eco-
nomic performance and 

sustainability of our agricul-
ture, including forestry, can 
be greatly influenced by soil 
quality. 

Soil physical condition – 
commonly referred to as ‘soil 
structure’ – has an important 
influence on farm economics 
and environment. 

Soil structure determines the 
porosity, strength and stabil-
ity of a soil. For all practical 
purposes, these are the most 
important soil physical proper-
ties because they influence the 
movement and storage of water 
in the soil, the ability of roots 
to penetrate and grow in the 
soil and withdraw water and 
nutrients, and finally the ability 
of a soil to resist erosion.

A well-structured soil has 
many stable aggregates with a 
wide range of sizes. It contains 
a large number of pores, both 
within and between those ag-
gregates, which maintain the 
correct balance of air and water 
in the soil and also allows easy 
emergence of seedlings and 
growth of plant roots. 

Poorly structured soil either 
does not have aggregates of 
many different sizes or the 
aggregates are packed tightly 
together with few pores.  Poor 
structure in a light textured soil 
results in unstable aggregates 
and the soil appears fine and 
powdery. Poor soil structure 
can markedly increase the risk 
of wind erosion. 
Soil porosity and water holding 
capacity
Over half the total soil volume 

Pugging results in immediate loss of pasture production, and consequently animal production.   
File Photo: PIXABAY

By Bala Tikkisetty

RuralRural LifeLife

consists of pores in a well-
structured soil. About 40 per 
cent of these pores are very 
small and nearly always filled 
with water held so tightly that 
plant roots cannot withdraw it.

The proportions of sand, silt, 
clay and organic matter deter-
mine volumes of these small 
pores.

Medium size pores retain 
water, which can be taken up by 
the roots. The volume of these 
pores determines the water 
holding capacity of a soil and 
therefore its susceptibility to 

drought.
Large pores (macropores) are 

the structural soil pores, and 
are important for infiltration 
of water into the soil, drainage 
of excess water from the soil, 
aeration of the root zone, and 
as passages for root growth in 
the soil. 
Damage to soil structure
The two main forms of soil 
structural damage are aggre-
gate breakdown and soil com-
paction.     

Aggregate is caused by some 
natural processes, such as wet/

dry and freeze/thaw cycles. 
Soils comprising mostly of silt 
and sand, with only a small 
proportion of clay, are most 
susceptible because these soils 
are only loosely bound.

Organic matter is a major soil 
binding constituent, so soils 
with low organic matter are 
particularly susceptible. Culti-
vation significantly reduces soil 
organic matter content and can 
rapidly result in serious aggre-
gate breakdown with the risk 
of erosion, crusting, and poor 
infiltration of rain and irriga-

tion water.
Soil compaction is the com-

pression or squeezing of a soil. 
Soil compaction reduces the 
number and volume of large 
soil pores (macropores) and 
increases soil density. Large 
pores are important for the 
movement of water and gases 
in the soil. Small pores are 
responsible for water and min-
eral storage.

A well-structured soil has a 
macro-porosity of 15-20 per 
cent. Soils differ in their resist-
ance to compaction because of 
their difference in texture, min-
eralogy, organic matter content 
and water content. The wetter 
a soil is the greater its suscep-
tibility to damage, because 
water reduces soil cohesion 
and lubricates the movement of 
aggregates.

With compaction, the pro-
portion of fine pores is in-
creased, causing a decrease 
in water drainage and air 
exchange. Plant root growth 
is also restricted, causing a 
decline in the plant’s ability to 
absorb water and nutrients.

Farm machinery and heavy 
animal grazing is the source of 
compaction especially in wet 
conditions. 

Pugging results in immedi-
ate loss of pasture production, 
through a loss in plant number, 
tiller number, and reduction in 
nitrogen fixation. So, pugging 
limits nitrogen supply, pasture 
production and consequently 
animal production.
DETAILS: A soil health and biodi-
versity field day is being held at 
Paterangi, near Te Awamutu, on 
Wednesday, 19 October. Please 
visit waikatoregion.govt.nzpub-
lic-events for the details and to 
RSVP.

- Bala Tikkisetty is a sustainable 
agriculture advisor (technical) 

at Waikato Regional Council, Ph 
0800 800 401.
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1 Pipiroa Rd, Ngatea   
Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681 
Miles 027-227-1121  

Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

MINIMUM

$50
1st Oct to 31st Dec 2022

Visit titu.co.nz for full details,
terms and conditions

TRADE IN

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

The government has released a National 
Policy Statement for Highly Produc-

tive Land (NPS-HPL), which it says will 
enhance protection for the country’s most 
productive land, providing security for 
both our domestic food supply and primary 
exports.

 “The National Policy Statement will 
greatly improve how we protect highly-pro-
ductive land from inappropriate subdivi-
sion, use and development,” Environment 
Minister David Parker said.

 “We need to house our people and to 
feed them too. Our cities and towns need 
to grow but not at the expense of the land 
that’s best suited to grow our food.

“The NPS-HPL will help protect our best 
growing areas so Kiwis continue to have 
access to leafy greens and other healthy 
foods.”

Councils would be required to identify, 
map and manage highly productive land to 
ensure it was available for growing vegeta-
bles, fruit and other primary production, 
now and into the future, he said.

 “Councils, in limited circumstances, will 
still be able to rezone highly-productive 
land for urban housing if less productive 
land is not available, or if certain tests can 
be met,” he said.

“However, the NPS-HPL will introduce 
strong restrictions on the use of highly pro-
ductive land for new rural lifestyle develop-
ments.”  

Agriculture and Trade Minister Damien 
O’Connor said highly productive land pro-
vides food for New Zealanders, signifi cant 
economic and employment benefi ts to 
communities and underpins the value of 

New Zealand’s primary sector.
“Our Fit for a Better World roadmap that 

we developed with the sector will add $44 
billion over 10 years to our primary sector 
exports, but is dependent on maintaining 
access to our highly productive soils,” Mr 
O’Connor said.

“Today’s changes enhance protection for 
our highly productive land giving farmers, 
growers, and other food producers cer-
tainty into the future, and provide greater 
economic security for all New Zealanders.”

Over the past 20 years, about 35,000 
hectares of highly productive land had been 
carved up for urban or rural residential de-
velopment, while 170,000 hectares of this 
land had been converted to lifestyle blocks, 
he said.

“Once land is built on, it can no longer be 
used to grow food and fi bre. That’s why we 
are moving to protect our most fertile and 
versatile land, especially in our main food 
production areas like Auckland, Waikato, 
Hawke’s Bay, Horowhenua and Canter-
bury,” Mr O’Connor said.

Associate Agriculture Minister Meka 
Whaitiri said the government worked close-
ly with local authorities, industry, growers, 
and Māori organisations to develop a policy 
that was workable and fi t-for-purpose.

The NPS-HPL will be transitioned into 
the two Acts replacing the Resource Man-
agement Act – the Spatial Planning Act 
(SPA) and the Natural and Built Environ-
ments Act (NBA).

The NPS-HPL 2022 will be available on-
line at: environment.govt.nz/publications/
national-policy-statement-for-highly-pro-
ductive-land.

Productive land to 
be protected

RuralRural LifeLife
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Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

THAMES MUSIC GROUP (Inc)

We thank our audiences from Thames, the Coromandel and the wider Waikato region 
for the support you have given to the music concerts we have organized voluntarily for 
the enjoyment of the community for over 45years.

Our concerts give musicians a pla� orm to perform to audiences in Thames as a  
community that appreciates live classical & popular music with a range of singers and 
instrumental groups.   We are also very apprecia� ve of the venue, St Georges Church, 
with its fi ne history and excellent acous� c quali� es that performers and audiences 
enjoy.  
      
The SPRING Series is as follows 
      Sunday 9th October:  2pm    Michael Bell  organist, pianist, composer   $20
      Friday 28th October: 12.15pm    Thames Ci� zens’ Band
      Sunday13 November: 2pm            NZ Chamber Soloists       $20
      
Friday concerts are FREE, with Hot Soup and Buns for $5 a� er.

We look forward to your con� nued support. Visit www.thamesmusicgroup.com
TMG also thanks The Valley Profi le for their con� nued support of performance art

The historic pipe organ of the St 
George’s Church in Thames will be 

played by a renowned musician this 
weekend. 

Michael Bell is the resident organist, 
composer, and music teacher at Kings 
School in Remuera, Auckland. 

His early exploits in music were as an 
improviser on piano and later on the 
organ. His first job was playing piano 
in the lobby of a shopping mall along 
Queen St. 

In 2016, St Matthews in the City per-
formed his setting of Psalm 100, and 
in 2017, he won best performance of 

a New Zealand work at the Kids Sing, 
with The Crocodile, words by Roald 
Dahl. He has a passion for the music of 
JS Bach and improvises on organ and 
piano with his own blend of classical 
and baroque elements. 

Hosted by the Thames Music Group, 
Bell will be in town this Sunday, Octo-
ber 9. 
DETAILS: Organist, pianist and composer  
Michael Bell, playing the historic pipe 
organ in St George’s Church, Sunday, Oc-
tober 9 at 2pm. Tickets: $20 cash at the 
door. For info, visit www.thamesmusic-
group.com.

Organist and composer Michael Bell is performing in Thames this weekend.            Photo: SUPPLIED

Historic organ to be played

ENTERTAINMENT
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

2006 TOYOTA AVENIS $5,650
109,000kms, Mags, Electrics, In Silver, Immaculate
2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495
1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995
2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags, S/wagon VALUE
Electrics,       

������
1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCCLAIM 
3.8L Auto, CD, Mags    $3,995

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA GLX

2007 VW PASSAT S/WAGON

2004 HONDA ACCORD EURO1994 MAZDA FAMILIA

1996 HONDA ACCORD

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA 1999 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 1997 FORD LASER
$5,850 

$2,250 $4,250

 $5,995 
 $2,500 

VALUE 
$2,850 

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

$4,250

VALUE 
$3,250

VALUE 
$2,450TOP CAR 

$4,795

$3,995

1.8L 5 Speed, All Extras, Top Condition
LOOK AT

BUY IT

Up in kms, All Electric Extras, Great Condition VALUE

2.4L, 5 Speed Manual, All Extras  CD, Mags, Air Con, Rear Spoiler, Tinted Windows, Central 
Locking, 227,550kms, Immaculate Condition, 
In Silver 

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, Very smart 
in Metallic Blue

158,000 kms, 2360cc Auto, All Extras, 7 Seats, Best Available Auto, Extras

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, Very Tidy,  
               Drives Well

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 

A CLASSIC DREAM

1995 NISSAN PULSAR
4 Dr, 1600cc 
Auto, CD, 
Mags, 
Sun Roof, 
Electrics, 
252,000kms

BE 
QUICK

BEST 
AVAILABLE

VALUE VALUEPlease 
Enquire

Shirley, left, and Laurie McCormack make a toast to their outing. 

Ngātea Lions president Marilyn McMillan, left, and admin Brian McMillan.

Mary Adams, left, and Rita Rawson.

Judith and Frank Finlay.

Seniors celebrated
More than 70 guests met at Ngātea War Memorial 
Hall on September 28 to celebrate the International 
Day of Older Persons and World Lions Service Day. 
The event was hosted by Ngātea Lions and included 
an afternoon tea and performances by Hauraki Plains 
College students. Reporter GORDON PREECE headed 
along to capture the event.

Matthew Tegg, left, Emily Logan and Isaac Smith serenade the crowd. 

Ann, left, and Stephen Cooper enjoy their afternoon.      
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HORTICULTURE

www.valleyeduca� on.co.nz

Valley Educa� on

07 868 7892 
027 314 1577

Call or 
text us

free courses • free transport

Start your career now, get qualifi ed 
before the end of the year …
Trust us at Valley Educa� on, 

we’ve been in training for over 27 years
 Level 3 Hor� culture spaces available now leading 

to the NZ Cer� fi cate in Hor� culture (General) 
Level 3 – Ahumara – Land Improvement.

 

And Level 3 short course agriculture to get you into a 
job prior to Christmas also has places.

BOOK REVIEWS
Straight Up by Ruby Tui
This is Ruby Tui. An open, raw and honest account of her jour-
ney from a troubled and unstable childhood yearning for a 
be� er op� on in life to Olympic Champion and arguably the 
world’s best rugby sevens rugby player. Ruby learned to rely 
on herself and her own strengths as a child, growing up with-
out role models in an atmosphere of misery and shame. Her 
extended family did all they could but it was sport that was the 
one constant in her childhood, and that pulled her through.  

Through telling her story, Ruby aims to become an advocate for healthy envi-
ronments for Kiwi kids and raising awareness about mental health. A raw and 
honest account of Ruby’s life and strength of character and determina� on to 
succeed despite her diffi  cult forma� ve years.

All The Broken Places by John Boyne
All the Broken Places is John Boyne’s masterful sequel to his 
classic bestseller, The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, taking a 
character from that novel on a journey to a place she never 
goes - the past. Through her story, Boyne explores the af-
termath of the World War II and the eff ects of a life� me of 
guilt. Three years a� er a cataclysmic 1946 event which tore 
their lives apart, a mother and daughter fl ee Poland for Paris, 
shame and fear at their heels not knowing how hard it is to 
escape your past. Brilliant story which draws the reader in and doesn’t let go.

Essex Dogs by Dan Jones
Bestselling historian Dan Jones makes his historical fi c� on de-
but with Essex Dogs, the explosive fi rst instalment in an epic 
new trilogy set during the Hundred Years War. July, 1346 - the 
Hundred Years’ War has begun, and King Edward and his lords 
are on the march through France. But this war belongs to the 
men on the ground. Swept up in the bloody chaos, a � ght-knit 
company from Essex must stay alive long enough to see their 
home again. Some men fi ght for glory. Others fi ght for coin. 
The Essex Dogs? They fi ght for each other. Historical fi c� on 

at it’s best.

Bushline by Robbie Burton
Robbie Burton is a tramper, mountain-lover and book publish-
er, who has had a life-long infatua� on with the wild places of 
New Zealand. In this memoir he recalls a childhood in which 
the natural world played a central part, and led to a youthful 
obsession with tramping, skiing and mountaineering. In his 
long career at the helm of Po� on & Burton, he has con� nued 
this interest by publishing many signifi cant books about the 
outdoors and our natural history. ‘Bushline’ is a blend of re-
fl ec� on about the backcountry and the people who inhabit it.

- Book reviews by Carson’s Bookshop

Straight Up by Ruby Tui
This is Ruby Tui. An open, raw and honest account of her jour-
ney from a troubled and unstable childhood yearning for a 
be� er op� on in life to Olympic Champion and arguably the 
world’s best rugby sevens rugby player. Ruby learned to rely 
on herself and her own strengths as a child, growing up with-
out role models in an atmosphere of misery and shame. Her 
extended family did all they could but it was sport that was the 
one constant in her childhood, and that pulled her through.  

Through telling her story, Ruby aims to become an advocate for healthy envi-

escape your past. Brilliant story which draws the reader in and doesn’t let go.

Essex Dogs by Dan Jones
Bestselling historian Dan Jones makes his historical fi c� on de-
but with 
new trilogy set during the Hundred Years War. July, 1346 - the 
Hundred Years’ War has begun, and King Edward and his lords 
are on the march through France. But this war belongs to the 
men on the ground. Swept up in the bloody chaos, a � ght-knit 
company from Essex must stay alive long enough to see their 
home again. Some men fi ght for glory. Others fi ght for coin. 
The Essex Dogs? They fi ght for each other. Historical fi c� on 

er, who has had a life-long infatua� on with the wild places of 
New Zealand. In this memoir he recalls a childhood in which 
the natural world played a central part, and led to a youthful 
obsession with tramping, skiing and mountaineering. In his 
long career at the helm of Po� on & Burton, he has con� nued 
this interest by publishing many signifi cant books about the 

Dairy strike aff ects Plains

As part of a Valley Profi le series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

1945
A na� onwide dairy strike spread 

to four factories of the New 
Zealand Coopera� ve Dairy Com-
pany on the Hauraki Plains at 
Waitakaruru, Ngatea, Kopuarahi 
and Turua cheese factories. 

Wharepoa, Hikutaia and Ma-
tatoki cheese factories and 
the Ngatea bu� er factory kept 
working. Mr Hale, of Kopuarahi, 
chairman of the Dairy Board, and 
Mr Marshall, a member of the 
board and chairman of the New 
Zealand Co-opera� ve Company, 
le�  for Wellington to discuss the 
strike. Local farmers stepped in 
to man the factories as soon as 
the strike occurred. Air force and 
Army personnel helped the other 
30 striking factories across the 
country.

A fi ghter pilot was killed and 
another was posted missing fol-
lowing night fl ying training by 
two RNZAF aircra�  in the Auck-
land area. Both aircra�  were fl y-
ing from Whenuapai and were 
last heard of between 10.45 and 
11pm. A search was begun and 
the wreckage of one machine was 
found between Pokeno and Mi-

The cheese factory at Ngatea nears comple� on in 1938.                     Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

randa. The pilot was killed in-
stantly. A widespread search by 
aircra�  did not locate the second 
machine, although most of the 
Auckland area was covered be-
fore the weather stopped fl ying. 
During a further search par� cular 
a� en� on was be paid to the Wait-
akere ranges but the pilot and his 
aircra�  were never found.

The Kaiaua hotel and the self-
contained store and post offi  ce 
which were part of the hotel 
property, were totally destroyed 
by fi re. The licensee, Mr Annan, 
his wife and local residents were 
only able to save a few personal 
eff ects. When discovered, the fi re 
had a strong hold but as there was 
an inadequate water supply they 
were powerless and had to stand 
by and watch the hotel go up in 
smoke. The building contained 
about 14 rooms, including eight 
bedrooms. They had been recent-
ly painted. It was a very severe 
loss, especially under post war cir-
cumstances and shortages when 
replacement was diffi  cult. The 
cause of the fi re was not known.

A boys’ holiday camp to be 
held at the YMCA’s property on 

the Thames Coast at Waiomu 
would cater for 400 boys at the 
rate of 140 a week. The camp had 
recently been improved and now 
featured an outdoor chapel and a 
camp fi re circle. It was beau� fully 
situated on a sandy bay overlook-
ing the Firth of Thames. Natural 
drainage provided dry ground 
on which to pitch tents. Several 
mountain streams and hundreds 
of acres of bush clad hills invit-
ed tramps and explora� on. The 
health of the campers was given 
every considera� on and there 
were at least two nurses on site. 
Every precau� on would be taken 
to ensure safety, par� cularly dur-
ing swimming and boa� ng. The 
boys could par� cipate in athle� cs, 
archery, debates, prepared and 
impromptu speeches, deck ten-
nis, quoits and ski� les.

There would also be team 
games of cricket, football, vol-
ley ball, basketball and baseball. 
The many le� ers of apprecia� on 
from parents that were received 
a� er the previous year’s camp 
made enthusias� c reference to 
how their boys had thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves.
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

15 Raratuna Street, Turua $839,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 Bedrooms plus rumpus room
• Beautifully presented inside and out
• Great central location in HPC zoning

RN1445 1213

31 Mahana Road, Ngatea $749,000

NEW

LISTING

• Renovated home/3 dble bdrms/modern kitchen
• Heatpmp/insulated top & bottm/Covered decking
• Sngle grge/840m2 (m or l)/Amazing location

RN1446 1113

306B Richmond Street, Thames Offers Over $680,000

NEW

LISTING

This lovely 3 bedroom home is low maintenance living at it's best with Brick exterior and Aluminium Windows.
The Carport gives you easy undercover access to the front door and the sunny conservatory, which flows on
into the open plan living area. Just a short stroll into town.

RT5734 113

8074B SHWY 26, Hikutaia $595,000

• 3 bedrooms, approx. 15 years old, open plan living
• Heat pump, lovely Rural outlook, single carport
• Hobby shed, 790m2 (m o l) section in Hikutaia

RG1983 113

1 Morgan Road, Paeroa $850,000

PRICE

REDUCED

• Immaculate Modern 3 Brm Home
• 2 Double garages
• 2,930 m2 fully fenced Lifestyle section

RRP227 1213

45 Mangotahi Road, Thames By Negotiation

Price guide: offers over $1,900,000. Located in the
beautiful Kauaeranga valley is this 3.87ha with
private Native Bush, running stream & bush walks.

RT5725 1335

418 Brown Street, Thames $599,000

PRICE

REDUCED

The elderly Vendor is providing a serious price
reduction to meet the market!... Wonderful little
home overlooking the lush green reserve.

RT5724 112

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 306 Sandes Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/306-sandes-street-thames

Open Home Saturday 1.30pm - 2pm

3 1 1 2

Asking Price $749,000

Thames, 132 Edward Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/132-edward-street-thames

Open Home Sat 12pm - 12.30pm 

3 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 120 Bowen Place
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/120-bowen-place-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

7 3 3 -

Asking Price $889,000

Thames, 102 Karaka Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/102-karaka-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 2 2 1

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 513 Grey Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/513-grey-street-thames

Open Home Sat 2.30pm - 3pm 

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $679,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 303 Marshall Crescent
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/303-marshall-crescent-thames

Open Home Sun 1pm - 1.30pm 

4 2 1 2

Asking Price $1,050,000New 

Listin
g
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Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the 
heart of Coromandel”  

558 Pollen St, Thames.  Phone 868 6105       www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames        Instagram@walter_andco

Whakapā mai : Contact us
- 0508 835 676
- 210 Richmond Street, Thames.

PITO HAUORA
offers Preventative Health and Screening services for ALL in the Hauraki rohe.

Open Monday to Friday from 8:30am – 5:00pm.

Breast Screening
Cervical Screening
FLU | MMR | COVID Vaccinations

Services offered include:

FLU | MMR | COVID VaccinationsFLU | MMR | COVID Vaccinations

scan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan me

Operating hours may vary for each service.

Whakapā mai : Contact us
- 0508 835 676

offers Preventative Health and Screening services for ALL in the Hauraki 

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing
As a prac� ce, we are aware that 
mental health is a very real issue 
within our community, and to sup-
port our local popula� on, we are 
very fortunate to have the services 
of our HIP (Health Improvement 
Prac� � oners) team who work out of 
Health Ngatea every Thursday.
WHAT IS AN HIP?
They work to provide a combina-
� on of health coaching and qualifi ed 
experience in having completed spe-
cialist training in the Te Tumu Waiora 
Primary Mental Health model. The 
HIP is essen� ally part of the prac� ce 
team, and see people of all ages and 
at all stages of their lives for a wide 
variety of reasons and for anything 
that impacts on a person’s health and 
wellbeing. HIP coaches are trained in 
the primary care behavioural model, 
which aims to improve and promote 
overall health within the general 
popula� on. They work to empower 
peole to make posi� ve changes in 

Every week it is normal for 
me to fi nd my self in con-

versation with someone in the 
education or social sector who 
is absolutely exhausted.

For many of us right now we 
are holding on, white knuck-
led, teeth clenched, and look-
ing forward to when things 
settle down.

You’ll know what I’m talking 
about, constant absenteeism 
at work due to sickness, in-
creased work load, increased 
fatigue. And in some cases, we 
are driving ourselves into the 
ground. Something has

to give, and my hope is it 
can be some of the things that 
cause the stress and not the 
people holding it together. You 

Be kind to yourself

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION are more valuable and your 
health and longevity is what 
brings value to your roles.

Be they work, family life, or 
volunteering.

One of the foundational ide-
as that underpin our work as 
youth workers at Living Well 
Trust is E Tū

Tāngata. It’s an audacious 
idea that we can challenge and 
change kiwi culture. You see, 
we kiwis love our sarcasm, and 
under the surface, it refl ects 
our tall poppy syndrome. All 
of us will have experienced a 
time where we begin to do well 
at something, and we get torn 
down because of it.

This deeply rooted culture 
that somehow sees another 
person’s success as a threat to 
my own.

The problem is that living in 
such culture begins to erode 
our sense of worth. We begin 
to put ourselves down before 
others can. I see this in young 
people every day. And, in fact, 
we do a poll at the start of 
every Thrive programme ask-
ing students to rate themselves 
out of ten. A large number are 
very low, and most are under 
a seven.

The pillars of E Tū Tāngata 
are simple. You Have Value – 

We Succeed Together – Others 
Matter.

Starting fi rst with the intrin-
sic value of a person, and then 
moving out from there to look-
ing at how we interact with 
others and how we value them.

So as we refl ect on the fa-
tigue we are all experiencing 
may I remind you, that you 
have value. You matter. You 
are important. And your re-
sponsibilities are not more im-
portant than your health or the

health of your family.
So please be kind to yourself. 

Take time to do something that 
gives you life, to do something 
that reminds you that you mat-
ter too. Because the work and 
the responsibility will keep, it’s 
not going anywhere. And some 
of it simply is not that impor-
tant. Many of us learned that 
during lockdowns yet some-
how, we fi nd ourselves having 
picked it all back up again.

It’s time to fi nd that moment 
to pause, take a breather. The 
task will keep, it can wait. 

Grab a hot drink, go for a 
bike ride, sit and watch the sun 
set over the horizon, and take 
a moment to remember you 
have value.

- Michael Wilkes is a Living Well 
Trust youth worker

their lives, set achievable goas and 
support you to reach them. The 
service user’s needs are matched 
with the level of intesity of the in-
terven� on. The objec� ve is to have 
an early and eff ec� ve response to 
mental health and behavioural issues 
and is a valuable resourse within 
your medical prac� ce. If you know 
of someone who would benefi t from 
this service, they will require an ap-
pointment with their GP or prac� ce 
nurse, who will then refer them on 
to the HIP team. One of the greatest 
advantages is the immediacy with 
which things can be organised to see 
them and there is no charge associ-
ated with your visit to the HIP team.

- Supplied by Health Ngatea

Mental health is a very real issue

Connections are important
Mental Health Awareness Week 
took place last week with the theme 
is ‘Reconnect - with the people and 
places that li�  you up’. 

The Mental Health Founda� on 
said this year’s Mental Health Aware-
ness Week (MHAW) was about re-
connec� on.

“The past couple of years have 
been tough and it’s easy to feel 
disconnected from the people and 
places that are important to us. 

“Whether it’s reconnec� ng with 
someone you have lost contact with, 

a special place or even yourself, re-
connect with the people and places 
that li�  you up to enhance your well-
being - hei pikinga waiora.”

MHAW is the founda� on’s annual 
campaign to help Kiwis understand 
what boosts their wellbeing and 
improves mental health. It also also 
advocates for be� er systems, servic-
es and communi� es for people who 
experience mental illness.
WHERE TO GET HELP: Go to men-
talhealth.org.nz/our-work/mhf-
resources for a full list of resources.

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Book your adver� sement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six 
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofi le.co.nz

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE TODAY!

Terms & Condi� ons apply

SPECIAL

OFFER!
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  

Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 
o� er stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view 

by appointment
Come and experience 

the diff erence!

82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484              www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484               www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
One Bedroom 

Apartment, Level 3
Two Bedroom

Apartment, Level 1
ENQUIRE TODAY!

2022 
BUNNINGS 

WAREHOUSE
HEARTLAND CHAMPIONSHIP 

Saturday 8th October at Boyd Park, Te Aroha
Gates Open at 1.00pm

2.00pm

Thames Thames 
Valley  Valley  

Swampfoxes Swampfoxes 
vs vs 

Horowhenua Kapiti  Horowhenua Kapiti                          
Ticket price - $5.00 • Under 18 years = free • No EFTPOS

NO ALCOHOL TO BE TAKEN INTO GROUND

SPORTS

Upgrades ahead of summer
Over the winter period, the Thames Croquet 
Club has had a couple of upgrades. 

The club’s works manager Dennis Karl has 
been busy reconfiguring the equipment trol-
lies so that they carry everything: hoops to 
balls to hoop-lifters for ease of setting out 
the greens. 

Meanwhile, president Sheryl McConnell 
has been busy applying for grants to help im-
prove the facilities. 

Her application to Pub Charity Limited 
was successful and with their generous con-
tribution, the club was able to employ local 
contractor Mike Green and his team at AGW 
Landscaping to install a concrete pathway 
from the clubrooms to the equipment shed, 
plus an equipment washdown area. 

Sheryl had nothing but praise for their 
work.

“Mike was prompt and courteous and his 
team did a clean and tidy job. In a word, they 
were professional. I’d also like to acknowl-
edge and thank Pub Charity Limited; without 
their support we’d have not been able to 
make this improvement to our grounds,” she 
said.

Now that daylight savings time is here, the 
club’s Twilight play commences on Wednes-
day evenings, meeting at 4.45pm at 101 
Beach Road. 

From November 1, playing time on Mon-
days and Thursdays shifts from afternoons 
to mornings, meeting at 8.45am. Saturdays 
remain the same, meeting at 12.45pm. If in-
terested in giving the game a go, put on a pair 
of flat soft-soled shoes and just turn up.

CROQUET

Croquet players Felix O’Carroll, left, and Peter Niel show off one of the adapted trollies 
as they use the new concrete pathway.                          Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

BUILDER / CARPENTER

Don’t 
nibble on kibble 
- gnaw on raw

Don’t 
nibble on kibble 
- gnaw on raw

K9 CUISINE

• Beef • Chicken • Goat • Horse 
• Lamb & Tripe • Meat Mixes 

• Specialty Mixes • Bones • Veal
E: mary@k9cuisine.co.nz

P: 027 221 2282
W: K9cuisine.co.nz • FREE Delivery •

PET FOOD

100% 
PURE NZ 
RAW PET 

FOOD
SH26 Matatoki
tamewolf.co.nz

PET FOOD

WVI
Ph: 07 242 4455 (Tues & Wed) or

Email: offi ce@wvi.nz (anytime)
... just leave your contact details 

& we will reply ...
BAY 8, 53 CONSOLS ST, WAIHI

WAIHI VEHICLE INSPECTION
COFs for Heavy Vehicles

By Appointment Tues & Wed

HEAVY VEHICLE COF

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domes� c
Industrial
Commercial
New Installa� ons
Re-Inspec� ons
Electrical WOF’s
Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

ELECTRICIAN

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

GARDEN CARE SERVICES

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

QQuuaannttiittyy SSuurrvveeyyiinngg 
Residential & Commercial Construction

Pre-Construction Services
Estimates • Tenders • Trade Measures

Administration
CCA Progress Claims • Variations • Final Account

imeasure limited
Professional Building Services

Contact James - Ph 027 515 4004
email : imeasure@outlook.com

BUILDING SERVICES

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Heat Pump Cleaning  
Maintenance Check 
Book now for winter 

Contact Mark 
027 839 9941 

absheatpumpcleaning@xtra.co.nz 

HEAT PUMPS

Free Support
& Advocacy 

Stuck in the 
cost of living crisis?

Call us now for an appointment
07 868 5964 • 027 870 7076 

BUDGETING

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Paul Hicks is Call The Gardener and 
said he planted his gardening busi-

ness last month to fi t in with looking after 
his son and coaching martial arts.

“[I’ve been planning [the business] 
since last year and did a few [landscap-
ing] courses over the lockdowns,” he said.

“I’ve always been an avid gardener, 
I’ve had a veggie garden that I’ve always 
done, I’ve always grown plants…and cut 
fl owers when I was younger.”

Paul said he is offering softscapes and 
small hardscape gardening services.

“I’ll do garden beds, lawn mowing, prun-
ing, potting plants, turning your lawn into 

a garden, weeding, edging and trimming,” 
he said.

Paul said he was looking forward to 
growing his business.

“I’m trying to develop a personal ser-
vice where I create a relationship with the 
owner,” he said.

“Our motto is Your Garden, Your Way, 
I’m not here to tell you how you should 
have your garden, I’m here to give you 
ideas of how you could have your garden 
and that’s something I like.”
Contact Paul for more information: Ph: 
028 4640 600 or www.callthegardener.
co.nz.

Avid gardener grows his business
Paul Hicks said he caters for his customers’ gardening needs.                     Photo: GORDON PREECE



CALL THE EXPERTS
Situations VacantSituations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situation VacantGardening

Handyman

For Sale

Wanted to Buy

Garage Sale
Stump Grinding. All 

sizes, all areas. Free 

quote. Ph 021 060 7659

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Last month’s winner of  the 
lotto ticket was Emma Oliver-

Harwood , who found Pete 
in the August 17th edition in 
the Peninsula Prime Meats 

advert. 
Go to page 2 

for details on how 
to enter.

Clapp
Nicole

M 0276 409 005
P 07 868 9820
nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd
Licenced Agent REAA 2008
519 Pollen St, Thames

REAL ESTATE AGENT

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 PLUMBER

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES
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CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

Woodturners Cafe
in Ngatea are getting busier so are  

looking for another 
Cafe Assistant to join the team. 

Variable hours.
Involves one weekend day. 

No experience required. 
Full training given. 

We pay more than the NZ living 
wage for trained staff .

Contact 
Lorraine 

021 246 9376

Caravans, horse 

fl oats, boats, trailers, 

motorbikes, outboards, 

quads. Any condition, 

anywhere. Ph Steve 

027 622 0011

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale, 800mm 

wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profi le offi  ce: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

or Ph 0204 0944 853
Perfect for art and craft , 
moving, table coverings 

and more.....

MECHANIC
We require a qualifi ed mechanic to join our friendly, 

fun loving team in Ngatea.
With lots of variety you will be working on a wide 

range of agri machinery, tractors, cars, 
motorbikes & small engines.

Send your CV to admin@hpmotors.co.nz

General Manager
Thames Valley Rugby Union 

Inc.
Waikato – Paeroa

The Thames Valley Rugby Football Union Inc. 
is looking for a General Manager to lead the 
development of rugby in the region.

As the GM you will enjoy a varied role providing 
leadership to the organisation and will be 
responsible for the fi nancial sustainability and 
strategic direction of the union. This will be through 
managing stakeholder relationships, growing 
participation and delivery of successful events. The 
offi ce is based in Paeroa and requires the GM to be 
on site several days a week. There are numerous 
meetings after hours and a few Saturday game 
days which will require your attendance. 

The successful candidate must demonstrate the 
following skills
• Success in a senior management role, having  
 operated at this level for at least several years
• An ability to engage key stakeholders including  
 clubs, community funders, sponsors, NZ Rugby,  
 the Chiefs, local authorities, RSOs and other  
 participants in our game
• Proven experience in building the capability of  
 staff to achieve
• Strategic and business planning
• Proven fi nancial management

If you have what it takes and would like to join us 
to ensure rugby continues to play a vital part in the 
Thames Valley community then we want to hear 
from you.

For a job description or applications please 
email swampfoxes@xtra.co.nz

Please note all candidates must be legally entitled 
to work in New Zealand. As this role can involve 
working with children, we will be asking for a 
criminal convictions check.

Foundry 
Produc� on 

Worker
A&G Price have a vacancy in their 
foundry department and require a 

hardworking, reliable worker who is 
physically fi t and not afraid of hard work.  

No previous experience required as all 
training will be given.

If this sounds like you, please email your 
cv to our Produc� on Manager at:

jacob.tyrrell-baxter@agprice.co.nz
or call in to our recep� on and fi ll out an 

applica� on of employment form

Produc� on 
Welder 
Vacancy

A&G Price is looking to fi ll a full-� me role as 
a produc� on welder at our Thames site.
This role would best suit an entry level 

welder looking to build on their welding 
skills.  The role is cas� ng repair using SMAW 

(S� ck) & GTAW (Tig) 
welding methods.

  If this sounds like you, please email your cv 
to our Produc� on Manager at:

jacob.tyrrell-baxter@agprice.co.nz
Alterna� vely, call in to our recep� on 

and fi ll out an 
applica� on of employment form

Saturday. 88 Consol 
St, Waihi. General 
goods. Fishing rods 
and a few other bits 
and pieces. 8am start.

RETAIL SALES POSITION
Read Bros Hardware is looking for a new 

person to join the retail team.

Applicants need to have:
• Knowledge of hardware
• Excellent customer service skills 
• The right attitude to enjoy the challenge of  
 problem solving and be comfortable working  
 in a busy retail environment 
• Sales experience
• Capacity to undertake continual learning  
 opportunities and training

Applicants must be available to work Monday 
to Friday (8am-5pm) and Saturday mornings 

(Saturdays rostered). 
Application packs and more information 

available in store at 308 Pollen Street, Thames 
or at www.readbros.co.nz/careers.

Full time Offi  ce Manager/
Administrator

We are a small but busy accountancy fi rm in 
Thames seeking a fulltime offi ce manager with 
great organisation skills and a hands-on approach.

Join our fun team, bring a sense of humour and 
prepare for a busy day that includes:

• Offi ce management/customer services
• Administrative duties
• Accounts payable and accounts receivable
• Banking and payroll

you will need:

• MYOB/Xero experience
• Knowledge/experience in Word and Excel
• Great time management
• Self-motivation

Sounds like you? Please send your CV to: 
offi ce@hdas.co.nz or for further information 
contact Melinda for a full job description on 

07 868 6436 or melinda@hdas.co.nz
Applications close 14/10/2022.

HHDDAASS
HOWLETT DALZELL ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES LTD

Repair & Maintenance Guru
Hauraki Repair & Reuse Centre
in Paeroa is all about saving 
good stuff from landfi ll.

An 8 hour per week position is available for a 
resourceful, creative person with good knowledge of 
machinery, tools and their use.
Position involves:
 • Fixing, creating, and maintaining 
   equipment around the centre.
 • Setting up and overseeing the running  
   of a Tool library & Repair cafe.
 • A commitment to Health and Safety
 • A trade certifi cate is desirable
 • Great people & computer skills.
Please email for a job description or apply with 

cover letter and C.V to hrrcmanager@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline 1pm Monday

THAMES WORKINGMEN’S 
CLUB (Inc.)

Notice of Special General Meeting
Wednesday 19 October at 5:30pm

AGENDA
To discuss the management and fi nancial af-
fairs of the club, its current fi nancial position 
and viability, and to investigate opportunities 

for its longer-term survival
Jean Galbraith
Club President

CARD CHECK AT THE DOOR

PAEROA NETBALL
Business House Mixed 

6 Week Tuesday Competition Starts 18th Oct ‘22
Social, Competitive and College Grades

$150 per Business House Team, 
$100 per College Team

Contact Julz  022 699 2854   j.tana.1983@gmail.com
Registrations Close Friday 14th October

PAEROA COLLEGE
Mahi Tahi Kia Kaha

Parents and Whānau are invited to attend the
Paeroa College End of Year Prizegivings for 2022

Sports Awards Assembly – Thurs 20th  October 
1.15pm – 3.00pm

Senior Prizegiving – Thurs 3rd  November 
7.00pm – 9.00pm

Junior Prizegiving – Fri 9th December 
10.30am – 12.30pm

Historic Kōpū 
Bridge Society

AGM
Saturday 8th October 

2022 at 2pm
St Georges Church Hall

MacKay St, Thames

Positive 
Paeroa
AGM

26th October 6pm

Conference 

Room

Peddlers Motel

Hauraki District Plan

Hauraki District Council gives notice that it 
has made its decisions on the application and 
submissions on the following Plan Change:
Proposed Plan Change 5:  
Paeroa Racecourse (Private)
Pursuant to Clause 10(4)(b) of the First 
Schedule of the Resource Management Act 
1991, Hauraki District Council gives notice 
that on 14 September 2022 it made Decisions 
on the application, submissions and further 
submissions to Plan Change 5: Paeroa 
Racecourse.
Amendments to District Plan:
• Rezoning of land from Reserve (Active) to 

Residential and Reserve (Passive)
• Inclusion of Structure Plan and associated 

provisions
• Inclusion of trees in Southwest corner in 

Schedule of Significant Trees and
• Consequential amendments

To view the Decisions and Amendments on 
Proposed Plan Change 5: Paeroa Racecourse, 
visit www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/our-council/
district-plan/plan-change-5 or any Hauraki 
District Council office or library.
LD Cavers 
on behalf of Hauraki District Council 
5 October 2022

Notification of decision on plan change

Public Notice

Public Notices

Public Notice

President Elaine Jolliff e welcomed six 
members to Kerepehi Women’s Ins� tute’s 
September mee� ng. The aspira� ons were 
read and we had a minute’s silence for Queen 
Elizabeth II, who had died recently. Our 
thought for the month was “thinking occurs 
when your mouth stays shut and your head 
keeps talking to itself”. Our raffl  e was won by 
Marion van Eyk. Our roll call was cat food and 
10 � ns were given. Jan brought along her � me 
capsule she had put together in 2005 which 
she found in a cupboard at home. It was full 
of photos and interes� ng things we had done. 
We were most interested in its contents. 
Bev Adamson was a delegate at our council 
mee� ng and reported on it. We did quite 
well, fi rst in fl oral, 1st in Photo, Bev Adamson, 
2nd Jan Edmonds; 1st annual scrapbook, 
2nd Pickle, 2nd Handcra�  Sewing, 3rd 
Potato Cuts. We got second overall. Today’s 
compe� � ons resulted in 34 sets of Baby 
Beanies and Boo� es which along with nine 
crocheted cot blankets and 20 pairs of baby 
slippers and seven jumpers will be donated to 
Middlemore Hospital wool programme later 
this month. COMPETITIONS: Cup Cakes: 1st 
Bev Adamson, 2nd Carolyn Giles; Boo� es: 1st 

Jan Edmonds, 2nd Bev Adamson, 3rd Carolyn 
Giles; Flowers: Bloom: 1st Marion van Eyk, 
2nd Bev Adamson, 3rd Jan Edmonds; Spike: 
1st Jan Edmonds, 2nd Elaine Jollliff e, 3rd 
Carolyn  Giles; Shrub: 1st Marion van Eyk, 2nd 
Jan Edmonds, 3rd Carolyn Giles; Vegetable: 
1st Marion van  Eyk, 2nd Jan Edmonds,  3rd  
Carolyn Giles; Herb: 1st Elaine Jolliff e, 2nd 
Maion van Eyk, 3rd Jan Edmonds. Our next 
mee� ng will be at Kerepehi Bowling Club on 
October 11.
GOLDFIELDS WI
The September Mee� ng of the Goldfi elds 
Women’s Ins� tute commenced with the 
Aspira� on and Prayer.   Thoughts were given 
for our beloved Queen who passed away 
a few days earlier.   The Mo� o – “Great 
Opportuni� es come to those who make 
use of small ones”, was read by Kate Wood. 
The Roll Call – to bring along an interes� ng 
item, had members intrigued with a couple 
in par� cular – a decorated glove duster with 
red fi ngernails and pearls around the wrist 
area and two plas� c cups, one of which s� ll 
has � tanium surrounding it, from second hip 
replacement opera� ons.  The Good Deed 
– � n or packet of cat food or bedding for 

Animal Rescue resulted in a good amount 
to be donated. Our birthday lady this month 
was Anne Bicknell. During the month we 
looked a� er the Kitchen on Daff odil Day 
at St James Church, and was on the sales 
table at the Federa� on Bi Annual Mee� ng 
in Ngatea. There was another full table of 
kni�  ng displayed as well as one member 
had made 40 calico dolls, which will be sent 
to the Children’s Ward at Waikato Hospital. 
These dolls are for the children to understand 
where their opera� on will be and mark the 
place accordingly as well as give comfort to 
them. For our social � me, we had a really 
great � me recalling where we all were at 
the � me of the Queen’s visit in 1953 and 
any other occasions. It was rather ironic that 
four of the members all saw the Queen and 
Duke somewhere around the Otahuhu area. 
This concluded a very enjoyable mee� ng 
reminiscing and relaxing with each other. 
COMPETITIONS:  Bloom – Sue Fah 1, Val 
Bowen 2, Helen Udy 3.  Cluster Sue Fah 1, 
Helen Udy 2, Val Bowen 3.   Shrub – Helen 
Udy 1, Sue Fah 2.  Orchid – Helen Udy 1, Sue 
Fah 2, Val Bowen 3.   Compe� � on – Posy bowl 
of spring fl owers – Sue Fah 1. 

WI members donate goods to hospital

SPORTS
Bubble bursts for Swamp Foxes
Thames Valley journeyed to Gisborne and 

came home empty handed after losing 
17-29 to Poverty Bay in last Saturday’s Bun-
ning Warehouse Heartland Championship 
match. 

This result was the major upset of the 
competition so far. Poverty Bay started the 
game at the bottom of the points table as 
opposed to the Swamp Foxes being in num-
ber three position. However, Thames Valley 
remain in third place on the ladder - two 
points ahead of North Otago and fi ve ahead 
of King Country. 

The Swamp Foxes opened the game 
strongly but it was Poverty Bay who scored 
fi rst with a converted try after six minutes. 

Valley rebounded quickly and went close 
to scoring but the home team, motivated by 
pride and determination, kept them at bay. 

At the 20-minute mark, Poverty Bay 
mounted their second major attack of the 
match and they were rewarded with another 
converted try to make the score 14-0.

A penalty goal and then an unconverted 
try extended Poverty Bay’s lead to 22-0 and 
Thames Valley were on the back foot with 
half time approaching. Nui Muriwai then 
sparked the Swamp Foxes into action with 
a deceptive run starting deep inside his own 
half and setting up Harry Lafi tuanai, who 
scored an excellent try. Zac Stephens, who 
had replaced an injured Todd Doolan, added 
the extra two points to make the half time 
score Poverty Bay 22, Thames Valley 7.

The second half was a mighty tussle as 
the home fought bravely to retain their lead 

while the visitors battled away in an at-
tempt to turn pressure into points. 

Stevens narrowed the gap to 22-10 with 
a penalty goal in the 62nd minute, but four 
minutes later Poverty Bay took advantage 
of some mid-fi eld mishandling by Thames 
Valley to gather the ball and send their wing 
over for another converted try. 

The home side looked safe leading 29-10 
with ten minutes to go and although Lafi tu-
anai scored a second try, converted by Ste-
vens, it was a bridge too far and Poverty 
Bay deservedly won the match 29-17.

This was an example of a lowly  ranked 
team having its best game of the season 
while their opponents failed to produce the 
good form that they had displayed in their 
previous games. 

Pride and passion won over this lack of 
consistency. The fi nal round sees Thames 
Valley play ninth-placed Horowhenua Ka-
piti at Te Aroha on Saturday. A win will see 
the Swamp Foxes hold on to third place and 
a loss could see them drop to fourth place 
and still be in the play-off s for the Meads 
Cup.

Valley’s Tayna Tupaea reaches for the ball in the lineout.          Photo: JAKOB ANDREW

HEARTLAND RUGBY

A Pārāwai School gymnast beamed and vaulted her way to success at 
this year’s Zespri AIMS Games.

The na� onal compe� � on held at Tauranga a� racted thousands of young 
sport stars and 11-year-old Sienna Moore won fi rst place in the Ar� s� c-

Twisters-Girls gymnas� cs category on September 5.
Sienna, who was coached by Natasha Noble from Thames Gymsports 

Inc, scored 9.9 points in fl oor exercises, 9.9 in the beam and 9.25 in the 
vault.

Sienna’s mother Paige Aitcheson said her daughter “couldn’t believe” 
she had won against 58 other compe� tors who were aged between 11 

and 13.
“When she fi nished she came and asked if we thought they made a 

mistake, no one was expec� ng it,” she said.
Paige said Sienna also fi nished 8th in the Tumbling-Open Novice-Girls 
category on September 8 a� er compe� ng in the Thames Valley Cross 

Country the day before.
“She is looking forward to compe� ng again next year as a 12-year-old, 
and hoping to be� er herself to place higher in the tumbling division,.”

Paige also thanked Natasha for suppor� ng Sienna at the games. 

AIMS Games success



DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $  incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $ incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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ACROSS 
1 Schematic drawing (7)
4 Disparagement of 

something one cannot
acquire (4,6) 

9 Glossy transparent paint (7)
13 Scarce (4)
14 Nautical yes (3,3) 
15  Human-like sculpture, 

model (6)
16 Seventh-heaven (7)
19 Laid waste to (10)
20 Congenial (8)
21 Thin porridge (5)
24 Food store (6) 
25 Gun kick (6)
27 Indirectly, sidelong (9)
32 Rascality (8)
33 Unit of current (6) 
34 Incapacitate (7)
38 French emperor (8) 
39 Long step (6) 
40 Haul (4) 
41 Wet (5) 
42 Tending to flow; liquid (5)
45 Accept or tolerate whether

or not you want to (4,2,2,4,2)

52 Make reference to (5)
55 X-rated (5) 
56 Monarch (4) 
57 Deserving (6)
58 Piling up (8) 
61 Implement (7) 
62 Keg (6) 
63 Bordering against (8)
66 Made right (9)
68 Incapable (6)
69 Smiles smugly (6)
73 Keen (5) 
74 Combined effort of a 

group (8) 
76 Not vowels (10)
81 Cheese type (7)
82 Small cave (6)
83 Tool for gripping (6)
84 Information (4) 
85 Endeavour (7) 
86 Everlastingness (10)
87 Netted (7)

DOWN 
1 Challenged (5)
2 Antbear (8)
3 Distress signal (6)
4 Proportion (5)
5 Expended (4)
6 Exuberantly joyful (7) 
7 Illicit sexual relationship (6) 
8 Goad (3,2)

10  Curve (4)
11  Without affectation (7)
12 Sibling (6)
17 In particular (10)
18 Knitting stitch (5)
22 Wedding paper (8) 
23 Glaringly vivid (5)
24 Novice (7)
26 Heroic narrative poem (4) 
28 Tedium (7)
29 Learning establishment 

(6) 
30 Charm (6) 
31 Drop steeply (6)
33 Spanish friend (5)
35 Saying (5)
36 Whirl (4) 
37 Japanese garment (4)

43 Modernise (6)
44 Synthetic fibre (5)
46 Eye part (4)
47 Etch (7)
48 Foil (6)
49 Bucolic (5)
50 Sudden violent 
      disturbance (8) 
51 Entices (6)
52 Bitterness, rancour (10)
53 Go bankrupt (4)
54 Gets back (7)
59 Journal (5)
60 Temporary period of calm 

(4) 
64 Played a role (5)
65 Sot (8) 
67 Late (7)
68 Strange (7)
70 Chaste (anag)(6)
71 Lowest (6) 
72 Fish hawk (6)
75 Unite (5) 
77 Yellow-green colour (5)
78 Sedate, decorous (5)
79 Buckle out of shape (4)
80 Exposed (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31
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38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60

61 62 63
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Rainbow, 4 On the house, 9 Verbose, 13 Bank, 14 Belief, 15 Botany, 16 Aviator, 18 For, 20 
Terra firma, 21 Anecdote, 22 Label, 25 Sinker, 26 Malice, 28 Springbok, 33 Impudent, 34 Convoy, 35
Incisor, 39 Addendum, 40 Unhurt, 41 Eden, 42 Petty, 43 Mushy, 46 Broad in the beam, 53 Steed, 56 
Fizzy, 57 Asks, 58 Sleuth, 59 Staggers, 62 Outlast, 63 Sneeze, 64 Moisture, 67 Stratagem, 69 Petrol, 
70 Savage, 74 Oasis, 75 Question, 77 Disorderly, 81 Gnu, 83 Develop, 84 Castle, 85 Points, 86 Edge, 
87 Fortune, 88 Headstrong, 89 Lowered. 

DOWN: 1 Robot, 2 Ignorant, 3 Weevil, 4 Opium, 5 Tiff, 6 Embrace, 7 Outset, 8 Synod, 10 Envy, 11 
Bravado, 12 Showed, 17 Paper money, 19 Attic, 23 Listened, 24 Agent, 25 Sarcasm, 27 Axel, 29 
Proverb, 30 Suburb, 31 Snatch, 32 Loathe, 34 Churn, 36 Inert, 37 Odds, 38 Beta, 44 Unique, 45 Hazel, 
47 Rusk, 48 Absence, 49 Instep, 50 Theme, 51 Estimate, 52 Mutate, 53 Sugar daddy, 54 Ewer, 55 
Dispute, 60 Usual, 61 Silo, 65 Value, 66 Labrador, 68 Trident, 69 Pungent, 71 Gazebo, 72 Wilted, 73 
Hostel, 76 Stake, 78 Icing, 79 Yield, 80 Join, 82 Up to.

90

ACROSS
1 Oak nut (5)
4 Gathers (8)
9 Make different (6)
14 Fabric (5)
15 Very cosy, 
comfortable 
(4,2,1,3,2,1,3)
17 Keen (5)
18 Impair (3)
19 Literary works 
invented by the 
imagination (7)
20 Size measurement 
in a particular direction 
(9)
21 Muscular (6)
24 Widespread, rife (9)
25 Went hastily (6)
26 Brownish red (6)
29 Appeal (10)
31 Curve (3)
32 Insect’s antenna (6)
33 Young sheep (4)
35 Small piercing tool 
(3)
37 Knock (4)
39 Not deciduous (9)
40 Insect killer (9)
41 Provoke (5)
42 Example (8)
47 Hiker’s bag (8)
51 Dance from Cuba 
(5)
55 Yacht club president 
(9)
56 Cleanse with germ-
killer (9)
58 Walking track (4)
59 Male sheep (3)
60 Mob violence (4)
61 Fine-tune (6)

62 Winter road danger 
(3)
63 Repugnance (10)
66 Plates (6)
67 Highest register of a 
musical instrument (6)
69 Excite pleasurably 
(9)
72 Writhe (6)
73 Planning monetary 
expenditure (9)
75 Compared (7)
77 Insect (3)
80 Whisky plant (5)
81 Give a severe telling 
off (4,4,3,5)
82 Banish (5)
83 Tried out (6)
84 Runs off hurriedly 
and secretly (8)
85 Power cables (5)

DOWN
2 Sure of oneself (9)
3 Correct (5)
5 Globes (4)
6 Soft brown coal (7)
7 Focussed all one’s 
mental effort on (12)
8 Open skin infections
(5)
9 Fly larvae (7)
10 Sword fight (4)
11 Body shape (6)
12 Spacious (5)
13 Hone (7)
14 Jemmy (7)
16 Obscuring ruse (11)
22 Extreme food 
shortage (6)
23 Sale document (7)

24 Low wall guarding a 
drop (7)
25 Pour off into a 
smaller container (6)
27 Small egg-shaped 
wind instrument (7)
28 Class (6)
30 Henpecks (4)
32 Openly disregard (5)
34 Snap (5)
36 Hobble (4)
38 Vase (3)
42 Bring upon oneself 
(5)
43 Legal writ (7)
44 Sailor’s shout (4)
45 Overcast (6)
46 Clever (5)
48 Option (11)
49 Highest in authority 
or rank (7)
50 Small bed (3)
51 Need (7)
52 Look up to (6)
53 Tastelessly showy 
(12)
54 Early Peruvian (4)
57 Breathe out (6)
64 Called off (9)
65 Drive back by force 
(7)
66 Harmed (7)
68 Turned red (7)
70 Citrus hybrid (7)
71 Contusion (6)
72 Undress completely 
(5)
74 A Dutch cheese (5)
76 Wear away (5)
78 Storyline (4)
79 Horse-breeding farm 
(4)

 SUDOKU               70

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                90
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Thames performance club tuned to open
Local entertainers of any 

age are encouraged to 
head along to a newly formed 
club to finely tune their per-
formance skills. 

The Far Out Folk Club is 
scheduled to hold its first ses-
sion at The Backroom behind 
Lotus Realm in Thames on 
October 7 and musicians, 
dancers, comedians, poets, 
magicians, storytellers and 
other entertainers are invited 
to perform.

The public can also join the 
club if they wish to be a mem-
ber of the audience.

Waiomu-based musician 
and club founder Dylan Wade 
told The Profile he came up 
with the initiative after dis-
cussing the idea with Lotus 
Realm manager Satyananda 
Cooney.

“Many years ago I started 
the Whitianga Music Club 
when I lived over there, and 
I have great memories of our 
band and other local artists 
having a platform where we 
could play each month. As a 
result, the music scene flour-
ished over the years.

“I thought it would be good 
to have something that regu-
larly happens [at The Back-
room] because it’s a great in-
timate venue and there have 
been some really nice shows 
from a wide range of artists 
and groups since it opened,” 
he said.

Lena Rumble, left, Dylan Wade Lajunen, Kiva Clearwater and Malachi Te Kahurangi at The Backroom.                                     Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

“Lotus Realm is a great com-
munity space and the staff 
who work there are open to 
creative minded people who 
may have ideas to progress 
their careers and dreams.” 

Dylan said the title of the 
club refers to the term “far 
out”, which was a popular ex-
pression made by hipsters in 

the 60s and 70s when peace, 
love, flower power and equal 
rights were introduced to 
mainstream culture.

“The club is all about this… 
it’s a community event that’s 
supportive of different art-
ists,” he said.

“I know we have a musi-
cians club and also there’s an 

acoustic musicians club as 
well, which does happen at the 
Backroom.

“But [Far Out Folk Club] 
gives people the experience of 
trying out their new material 
and maybe getting up for the 
first time on stage in front of a 
supportive audience in a ven-
ue that is specifically designed 

for concerts.” 
Dylan said the club would 

host an open stage session on 
the first Friday of each month 
from 7pm and it would run for 
at least two hours.

“We are running with the $5 
Friday theme, $5 entry and 
also $5 for alcohol-free drinks 
and $5 tasty nibbles.”

ENTERTAINMENT


