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'plant based living'

www.theplanteryshop.co.nz
The Depot, 715 Pollen St, Thames.
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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us 
today 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash 
directly into landfi ll … that makes me see red! 

Well, it’s a no brainer … make the Smartest move, 
call the experts today, we know how to 

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Mayoral candidate denies Voices for Freedom link, P3
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‘Urine’ water plea‘Urine’ water plea
“Strong urine” coloured water has led 
Ngātea residents to have brown stains 
on their laundry and switch to bottled 
water.

Residents have complained to Hau-
raki District Council about the brown 
water from their taps in Ngātea and 
other Hauraki Plains homes in recent 
months, and are now demanding a 
long-term solution.

However, council says the water is 
safe to drink, and health and safety has 
never been an issue.

Ngātea resident Carole Rudd told The 
Profi le there was “no way” she would’ve 
attempted to drink the “strong urine” 
coloured water.

“The council insists that it’s drinkable 
but I don’t want to try and drink a glass 
of water that looks like somebody’s 
urine,” she said.

“In the end I got fed up and I bought 
a water fi lter for the kitchen, but of 
course that doesn’t aff ect the washing 
machine or the bathroom.”

The retired primary school teacher 
said although council gave her “special” 
laundry powder, she had to throw away 
some of her towels after brown water 
left them stained after washing. 

“I was angry because even though it 
was a couple of hand towels and a pil-
lowcase and it didn’t break the bank, I 
thought why should I have to do that 
because I’ve washed them?”

Carole believed brown water had 
been an ongoing problem in Ngātea for 
several years but this was the worst she 
had ever seen.

“It was like a third world country as 
far as I’m concerned, I may as well have 
walked down the road and tried to do 
my washing in the river. Since this in-
cident, I’ve had to try and remember to 

turn the water taps on in the laundry to 
check fi rst before I do any washing.”

Carole said she had brown water four 
or fi ve times over the 10 years she’d 
lived there and always noticed other 
residents’ complaints on social media.

“If somebody complains, [council] 
try and fl ush the pipes, and normally 
I’ve never bothered because it’s Ngātea 
and you get brown water when it rains 
or when people do work on water 
pipes,” she said.

“It’s only when it got to this stage [in 
August] it was just too much - that [wa-
ter] colour was beyond a joke.”

Carole said she visited council with 
her complaint and a worker immedi-
ately visited her address to fl ush the 
water pipes in her home.

“Even [the worker] said it was the 
worst he’d ever seen, he couldn’t un-
derstand why it had happened because 
we hadn’t had heavy rain and there was 
no one working in the area.

“But then the council never 
rings you back and says we 
found out it was whatever 
and we’ve fi xed it, I just 
wish the council would 
sort out the water-
works.”

Susan Goodwin, 
who also lives in 
Ngātea, said she 
was also left with 
stained items after 
brown water in her 
home in July, and 
she was also hesitant 
to drink it. 

“We are now purchas-
ing bottled water to drink 
and I have grandsons who 
come over and I won’t let them 
have a bath,” she said.

By GORDON PREECE
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Carole Rudd’s laundry is le�  stained from brown water even 
a� er washing with “special” laundry powder. 

Photo: GORDON PREECE

The council insists 
that it’s drinkable, 
but I don’t want to 
try and drink a glass 
of water that looks 
like somebody’s 
urine. 

- Carole Rudd
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one of 

the display advertisements in 
The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@val leyprof i le.co.nz 
with your full name and postal 
address, and the business 
name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to 
go in the draw to win a Lotto 
ticket. Last week it was in the 
Te Korowhai ad.

www.readbros.co.nz  
308 Pollen St 

Thames 
07 868 6608

A traditional 
hardware store 

quality goods and 
quality service, 

every time.

A unique collection of kitchen and 
homeware carefully selected each 
season for those who love to gift, 
cook and create.

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

The Valley Profile delivers 
100% local news each 

Wednesday to every letterbox 
in Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, 
Waihī, Thames, Thames 

Coast and surrounding rural 
areas, plus bulk distribution 

Peninsula-wide, reaching 
approximately 35,000 readers.

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Publisher/Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece

Ph 022 174 3988
gordon@valleyprofile.co.nz

ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 
MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN

Ph 021 100 8709
Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA

Ph 07 862 7077
www.valleyprofile.co.nz

A council worker had previously 
visited her home to flush her pipes 
when she had brown water but 
she had no response from coun-
cil after lodging her brown water 
complaint back in July, she said.

“When the council workers 
flushed the pipes, we had to turn 
on our tap, which is on our side of 
the metre, to flush the lines com-
ing into the house,” she said.

“We’ve done this on several oc-
casions and the council worker 
has actually come out and put a 
flushline in now so we can do it 
ourselves but I really don’t feel 
that it’s up to us to rectify the 
matter. “I just wish the council 
would do something about it and 
at least admit there is a problem 
with what’s coming through and 
get back to me with a resolution. 
Our water rates are very high on 
the Hauraki Plains and I think we 
deserve drinkable water.”

Hauraki District Council told 
The Profile brown water was 
caused by high levels of manga-
nese and iron in the water supply.

The water, collected from the 
Waihōu River and Mangatarata 
Stream, is treated at the Kerepēhi 
and Waitakaruru water treat-
ment plants. “Council does treat 
the raw water to remove as much 
manganese as possible, though 
some does make it into our pipes,” 
council said. 

“Due to the variable nature of 
the manganese and water use in 
the Plains, it can mean that we 
do have periods when manganese 
oxidises and causes the water to 
turn brown.” 

Council said while the brown 

water is off-putting for many, the 
water was safe to drink and health 
and safety had never been an issue. 
“Treated water gets tested every 
day before leaving the treatment 
plant and the quality needs to con-
form to the National Drinking Wa-
ter Standards,” council said. 

“Our treatment plants are au-
tomated and will shut down if the 

treated water does not meet with 
these standards for safe drinking 
water.

“The laundry powder is given to 
affected residents when requested 
for removing of stains. We are 
onto our third 20kg bag over the 
last eight to 10 years.”

The Profile asked the council 
how many complaints it had re-

ceived about the brown water but 
council did not provide an answer.

Council said it was investigating 
long-term solutions to the brown 
water including replacing older 
pipes in the network, making im-
provements to treatment plants 
to remove more manganese and 
increasing its pipe-cleaning pro-
gramme.

Residents seek solution to brown water
CONTINUED FROM P1

Hauraki Plains residents are complaining 
to Hauraki District Council about brown 

water staining their laundry. Pictured: 
Carole Rudd’s towels were ruined after 

washing them in the brown water. 
Photos: SUPPLIED
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Authorised by Peter Revell, 156 Kauraeranga Valley Rd, Thames

“Good For Thames”

Vote
PETER
REVELL

“I am asking for your vote. I am standing for Council to bring my 
experience and skills for a new, be� er Council which is Good for 
Thames. 
We have the opportunity of a new beginning to progress things for 
a be� er Thames – housing development, climate change response, 
business s mula on, community facili es. “

M: 021 912 993
E: revellp@gmail.com
F: facebook.com/Revell4Council

Councillor 
for Thames

�
SALESuper

 Spring

So it’s a great time to choose from a great range
SUPER DISCOUNTS IN-STORE NOW

ATLANTA
Recliner & Footstool
NOW $2,799*

SAVE $900

Oak Base in Essenza Leather

ARNA
Chaise Modular

NOW $2,999*
SAVE $1,000

In High Roller Fabric 25%
off*

20%
off*

over
SPECIAL
OFFER

LIMITED TIME ONLY.WHILE STOCKS LAST.

Visit your nearest La-Z-Boy 
stockist today and enjoy 
special o�ers on a great 
range of recliners, sofas, 

lift chairs and more.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

*T&C’s apply. Par� cipa� ng stores only. Please see in-store for more details or go to la-z-boy.co.nzLIMITED TIME ONLY

Hart denies Voices for Freedom link
Mayoral candidate Steve Hart 

denies being involved with 
Voices for Freedom despite say-
ing on social media in November 
last year he was “active” with the 
advocacy network.

At a Meet the Candidates event 
in Thames on Saturday, Mr Hart 
was asked whether he was “ac-
tively involved” in Voices for Free-
dom, an organisation that aims to 
protect “all freedoms under attack 
from an overzealous and oppres-
sive Covid-19 response”.

Mr Hart, who is the founder 
of The Ecologist Party, told the 
capacity crowd he wasn’t part of 
the group and the allegation was 
“probably just a media beat-up”.

This is despite his November 15, 
2021, Facebook post on his may-
oral candidate page that says: “I 
have become active in the ‘Voices 
for Freedom.co.nz’ network and 
facilitating face to face meetings 
to assist in creating solutions”.

When asked to clarify his stance 
by The Profile on Monday, Mr 
Hart said the operative word in 
his post was “network”.

“I involve myself in a wide range 
of networks to develop my profes-
sional information and research 
and data… and also, I’m a politi-
cal animal; I’ve been involved in 
politics since I was at school, so I 
enjoy searching out and digging 
and digging all of these comments 
and views,” he said. 

When asked if it was accurate to 
say Mr Hart supported Voices for 
Freedom, he said he did support 
“quite a lot of their comment”. 

Steve Hart told the Meet the Candidates meeting he wasn’t affiliated with Voices for Freedom.       Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The candidates event, hosted by 
the Thames Business Association 
on September 3, invited attendees 
to anonymously pose questions to 
the seven mayoral contenders. 

One question read: “Stuff re-
cently ran an article cautioning 
that supporters of Voices for Free-
dom are wanting to undermine 
democracy. Are any of the local 
candidates affiliated or receiving 
funding from Voices for Free-
dom?”

All seven mayoral candidates, 
including Mr Hart, Eric Carter, 
John Freer, Ron Julian, Peter 
Pinkham, Len Salt, and Cherie 
Staples - said they weren’t associ-

ated with the group. 
A second question, directed 

solely at Mr Hart, was: “Steve, 
you’re running a slick campaign in 
the interest of transparency, why 
have you not then trumpeted your 
active involvement for Voices for 
Freedom?”

“Who says I am active in Voice 
for Freedom?” he asked, to which 
a member of the public replied: 
“You do”.

“This is probably just a media 
beat-up, so that’s a total false call,” 
he said.

“I’m active in a whole range of 
circles, actually, right across the 
board for political activism from a 

range of areas… I do enjoy research 
and if we have a look at the Voices 
for Freedom website, there’s some 
phenomenal material there that 
certainly helps us support our own 
viewpoints on many things.

“I enjoy researching,” he contin-
ued. “It’s been part of my career 
path all my life, and just like any 
activity we need to go through in 
the future, we must research all 
that detail and get it correct.”

According to its website, Voices 
for Freedom is an organisation 
founded in December, 2020, 
with “a focus on protecting New 
Zealanders’ fundamental human 
rights: particularly freedom of 

speech, health and medical free-
dom, and all freedoms under at-
tack from an overzealous and op-
pressive Covid-19 response”. 

A blog post on the site said the 
group was “encouraging people to 
participate in democracy”.

A “manifesto” on Mr Hart’s 
Ecologist Party website states: 
“we have been designed as slaves 
and locked into a world of slavery 
at every level to feed an elite. [The 
Ecologist Party] exposes this and 
offers the leadership to gain our 
own enriched freedoms”.

Also discussed at the Meet the 
Candidates meeting was the con-
troversial council project ‘The 
Vibe’, which closed part Mary St to 
through traffic. Thames Commu-
nity Board candidates were asked 
if they would reopen the road, if 
elected. Fiona Cameron said she 
liked the idea of the Vibe, but it 
was in the wrong location and Ka-
ra-Leah Grant said she wouldn’t 
open the street both ways. 

Adrian Catran said The Vibe 
“cuts the town in half”.

“With regards to the Vibe, if that 
was [voted] the best street in New 
Zealand, I can only think of two 
things: one, it was self-nominated, 
or, it was the only entry,” he said.

“Of course The Vibe’s got to go. 
You can recreate a much better 
system anywhere else. That is [the 
poorest] example of urban land-
scaping I’ve ever seen.”
DETAILS: Voting documents will be 
sent to all enrolled voters starting 
from September 6. Voting day is on 
October 8, closing at midday.
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PROSPECTIVE PARENTS / STUDENTS

OPEN EVENING

• Come in and see why Paeroa College is the
 most innovative secondary school in 
 our region
• Have a tour of the school and see ‘learning in   
 action’
•  Sausage sizzle starting at 5.30pm
• We will personalise our curriculum to meet
 your child’s needs

Paeroa College is Paeroa’s College Thursday 22 September at 5.30pm
Starting in the school hall

15 Te Aroha Road, Paeroa 07 862 7579

• Outstanding results at NCEA Level 1, 2 and 3

• Modernised facilities and grounds

• Diverse learning opportunities with enthusiastic 
 and dedicated staff

• First class sporting opportunities

• Strong community links

PAEROA
COLLEGE
“Excellence in Everything”

Aileen Lawrie’s first month in top job
The culture of Thames-Coro-

mandel District Council for 
the next three years will be set by 
those elected by the public this 
October, says its new chief execu-
tive.

Aileen Lawrie started in the top 
job at the council in August. She 
said it was the councillors, who 
will be chosen by voters in this 
year’s local body elections, who 
had the important task of creat-
ing the culture and tone of the 
organisation.

“However they come togeth-
er as a group will determine 
how that culture flows on down 
through the organisation. It’s the 
key thing, actually, for a CE,” she 
said. 

Ms Lawrie moved to the dis-
trict after spending 12 years as 
chief executive of Ōpōtiki Dis-
trict Council. Her experience in 
local government is vast: before 
Ōpōtiki, she was employed by 
Bay of Plenty Regional Council 
and Environment Canterbury, 
and said a common theme in all 
of her employment experiences 
was coastal planning. It was the 
same theme that attracted her to 
Thames-Coromandel. 

“Where I came from, there 
wasn’t a lot of resource in the 
system. I’ve come here and I’ve 
found there’s resource, there’s 
people, the community is amaz-
ing, and there’s just more of eve-
rything here.”

She said the Kōpū Marine De-
velopment was an exciting pro-
ject - and before she took on the 

Aileen Lawrie is the new chief executive of Thames-Coromandel District Council.               Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

role of chief executive, she had 
dredged out geological maps and 
learned about the history of the 
Peninsula.

When asked if relationship 
building between council and the 
public was important to her, she 
told The Profile it was. 

“The thing about local govern-
ment is it’s really complex. People 
think about ‘the council’ as a sin-
gle business, but it sort of isn’t,” 
she said.

“Depending how you want to 
slice and dice it, we’re probably 
about 40 different businesses all 

glued together, and I think we ad-
minister something like 123 acts 
of Parliament across our business, 
which all have different drivers 
and objectives and skill sets.

“That’s what makes it so diffi-
cult for the public, because that’s 
not obvious from the outside. 
They come in and interact with 
one of those businesses, and 
sometimes it can be at odds with 
other parts of the business, and 
the role of our management team 
and the organisation is to try to 
make that cohesive, which can be 
challenging.” 

Within the past three years, 
Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council spent more than 
$100,000 on a High Court case 
for its refusal to sign a national 
climate change declaration. It 
was recently called “a sham” by a 
member of the public for its deci-
sion to spend $221,069 on land in 
Mary St.

When asked about transpar-
ency within the organisation, 
Ms Lawrie said there were rules 
councils needed to follow. 

“When you go back and look at 
the 40 businesses we make up, 

some of them have an absolute 
right to not be in the public arena. 
There are other things we do that 
absolutely should be in the public 
arena, and there’s quite a chal-
lenge getting it right across those 
40,” she explained.

Ms Lawrie said the CEO was re-
sponsible for the council’s agen-
das right up until the point they 
were in the hands of the elected 
members. Chief executives, she 
said, would always err on the side 
of caution when it came to public 
excluded items. 

“My approach will be to play by 
the rules that the various legisla-
tions set for us, and they are not 
always easy,” she said. 

Outside of the political realm, 
Ms Lawrie has a musical back-
ground. In fact, her first leader-
ship role was as the principal 
cornet player of the Marlborough 
College boy’s brass band. 

She has played in brass bands 
throughout New Zealand, was in 
the Air Force band, and in recent 
years, has played The Last Post at 
Anzac Day events.

One month into the role, she 
had “preliminary” goals for the 
rest of the year.

“We have to get a mayor elect-
ed, and an elected membership 
pool together, and the period of 
time through October to Decem-
ber is going to be really, really im-
portant,” she said. “One, for me 
to pull together a cohesive team, 
and secondly, to start articulating 
visions for the future for Thames-
Coromandel as a district.”
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2016 Nissan Juke
NZ New, Auto, Low kms, 
Immaculate Condition

$15,990 

$13,990

2014 Ford Territory
4.0 Ltr, Auto, 2WD, Best Available

2008 Ford Territory Ghia
7 Seater, Leather, T-Bar, Top Condition

$8,990

2011 Mazda Axiela
NZ New, Great Buying

$7,990

2012 Toyota Ractis
Auto, 5 Door, New Shape

$9,990
Only

2010 Toyota Aurion Sportivo
V6 Auto, Full Spec, NZ New, 
Alloys, T/Bar

$11,990
Now 

2008 Nissan X-Trail
2.5 Ltr, 4WD, Auto, NZ New, Low kms, 
Excellent Condition

$11,990
 

2008 Nissan X-Trail
2.5Ltr Auto, 4WD, NZ New,
Immaculate Condition

$11,990

Walkathon to raise funds for youth
“Our rangatahi [youth] don’t 
walk alone” is one message 
organisers of an upcoming 
community fundraiser hope to 
deliver. 

The newly formed Rangatahi 
Ora Hauraki is set to host a 24-
hour walkathon at Rhodes Park 
in Thames on November 4 and 
5 to raise funds for I Am Hope’s 
Gumboot Friday.

Rangatahi Ora Hauraki is a 
collaboration of Thames Kāhui 
Ako, Oranga Tamariki, Off 
Grid Native, Teen Esteem, Te 
Korowai Hauora o Hauraki, 
CAPS Hauraki, Living Well 
Trust, Ngāti Maru Rūnanga, Te 
Whāriki and other agencies that 
support young people.

Event organiser and CAPS 
Hauraki youth worker Roanne 
Mitchell-Te Teira told The Pro-
file Gumboot Friday was a na-
tionwide event. “We just wanted 
to change it up this year and 
think outside the box and run a 
community event where we can 
all come together as services and 
work together,” she said. 

“Teen suicide is something 
that we deal with in terms of 
rangatahi and we do have ranga-
tahi who access those services.

“We’re just trying to help 
raise money so they can access 
those free counselling sessions 
through I Am Hope.”

Roanne said people could 
enter the drug and alcohol free 
event as individuals or teams 
with any koha (donation) and 
are required to walk for a mini-
mum of two hours.

Organisers Jordan Palfrey, left, Lisa Barnett, Roanne Mitchell-Te Teira, Jacinda Karaitiana, Absalom Turua, and Tina Paki.   Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

She also encouraged live en-
tertainment to register for the 
event.

“On the Friday [November 
4] between 10am and 3pm the 
focus is going to be on our ran-
gatahi because we want them to 
come so we want to have a talent 

quest, kapa haka, face painting 
and gumboot throwing,” she 
said.

“Into the early evening we 
want some more adults to come 
down and we want to have some 
live bands and raffles.

“We want to try and get every 

business on board to donate 
prizes for us to raffle off because 
it’s a massive community event.”

Roanne said a 24-hour bar-
beque was also planned. 
Details: 24-Hour Walkathon Com-
munity Fundraiser hosted by Ran-
gatahi Ora Hauraki, Rhodes Park 

Thames, November 4 at 10am to 
November 5 at 10am, individuals 
and teams can enter with any koha 
(donation), all proceeds going to-
wards free youth counselling with 
I Am Hope, for more information 
or to enter contact: rangatahiora.
hauraki@gmail.com. 
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  

Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 
o� er stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US

to view 

by appointment

Come and experience 

the diff erence!

One Bedroom 

apartment 

on Level 3 

NOW AVAILABLE

82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484              www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484               www.richmondvillas.co.nz

Help for ‘urgent’ new turf
Hauraki district councillors 

have agreed to continue 
their financial support of the 
Thames Valley Hockey Turf 
Society, with the granting of a 
$156,726 contribution for refur-
bishment. 

This will increase district rates 
by eight cents. 

The commitment to the soci-
ety stems back to 2005, when 
council resolved to financially 
support future artificial turf re-
newals for the trust. 

At the time, it provided fund-
ing of $200,000 - half of which 
was taken from council grants, 
the other half through annual 
rates funding.

This year, the society has been 
quoted a cost of $829,095 to 
replace the turf, which it hopes 
will be majority-funded through 
the national Lottery Community 
Facilities Fund. 

Society president Julie Ste-
phenson told council that the re-
surfacing of the facility, located 
at the Hugh Hayward domain in 
Ngātea, was “urgent”.

“Over the last few years, there 
has been an issue with the sub-
base due to a build-up of fines 
which has caused a rippling ef-
fect on the top layer. This has 
become a significant safety issue 
to the point where neighbouring 
associations will not play on our 
turf, and we have been unable 
to host any regional or national 
games or tournaments. 

“As there is no way to fix this 
without lifting the turf and 
shock-pad, the society has care-

Thames Valley Hockey is facing a $829,000 bill to replace its turf. 
                   File Photo: SUPPLIED
fully considered their options 
and have agreed to look at a dif-
ferent product for the resurfac-
ing,” she said.

The new turf chosen by the so-
ciety is made from recycled rub-
ber from old car tyres, and end-
of-life plastic. These components 
are grounded down and refined 
into pellets which are then pro-
cessed into a porous pavement. 

Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams 
said it was “a shame” that the 
current turf had got to the stage 
where it couldn’t attract regional 
or national tournaments, and 
said it was a “fantastic asset” to 
the community.

Plains ward councillor Ray 

Broad also supported the pro-
ject, and said that continuing 
with the funding “made sense”. 

According to a report, coun-
cil has accumulated funds of 
$156,726 for the replacement of 
the turf and councillors unani-
mously voted to utilise this mon-
ey at its meeting on August 31.

Continuing support for the 
future meant there would be a 
slight impact on rates, with an 
increase of 8c per ratepayer un-
der the district rate, and 28c per 
ratepayer under the ward rates, 
totalling $18,000 per year.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The man charged with al-
legedly ram-raiding two 

Thames businesses last month 
did not show up to court be-
cause he was arrested again the 
day before his appearance. 

The man, hailing from Auck-
land, was set to appear at 
Thames District Court on Au-
gust 30, but community magis-
trate Ngaire Mascelle was told 
he was in custody at Manukau. 

It is alleged that sometime 
between August 9 and 10, the 
man stole a car to the value of 
$20,000. 

On August 10, court docu-
ments state he entered Thames 
Jewellers and Sunburst Cafe 
on Pollen St, without author-
ity and with intent to commit 
an imprisonable offence, which 
carries a maximum sentence of 
10 years. The man is expected 
to reappear at Thames District 
Court in early October.

Meanwhile, a man and a 
woman pleaded guilty to sepa-
rate charges of driving with ex-
cess breath alcohol. 

The Thames District Court 
heard that on Sunday, July 31, 
Bradley Rogers was stopped by 

Police while driving in Pipiroa, 
in the Hauraki Plains. 

He had drunk three Steinlager 
beers at home, and was caught 
throwing the fourth drink out of 
the car window when signalled 
by Police.

According to his counsel, Rog-
ers, whose breath test result was 
448mcgs, made a “wrong deci-
sion” to leave home in search of 
his partner. 

He was sentenced to six 
months’ supervision, and or-
dered to attend and complete a 
drug and alcohol programme. 
He was also fined $300 and 
disqualified from obtaining or 
holding a licence for six months.

On Thursday, August 4, 
around 9.25pm, Karen Hart 
went through a police check-
point on Jellicoe Rd, Thames. 
She admitted to having six 
glasses of wine and had an ex-
cess breath alcohol level of 
537mcg.

The court was told there was 
no driver fault identified, and 
that Hart regretted her decision 
to drive home that night. She 
was fined $500 and disqualified 
from holding a licence for six 
months. 

Court date 
deferred
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Part of the secret to the group’s
ongoing success is diversity. TCKC
have a good mix of ages in the
group, with the youngest two
members being 19 and 21. These
two young trappers, Tiana
Smallfield and Collette Wise, were
told about the group by a co-
worker of Tiana’s who was planning
to join. When the co-worker pulled
out, Tiana pulled in her mate
Colette, knowing that their shared
love of the outdoors would make
them a good team.

Tiana says that their involvement is
as simple as them hearing about
what the group did, and wanting to
help. Both love being in the bush
but hadn’t been sure who to
approach about involvement in
conservation. Colette and Tiana
have now been with the group for
about 18 months and already talk
like grizzled trappers as Colette
explains that nothing smells as bad
as rotten hedgehog left in a sunny
trap for a week in summer!

On top of time in the bush, Tiana
and Colette love the chance to give
back to the community. They also
have a personal goal – both would
love to one day be able to hear kiwi
from their own backyards along the
coast.

Fin Buchanan, a self-described
‘DOC lifer’, founded TCKC in 2006
with his wife Carol. Due to his
involvement with the Moehau Kiwi
Sanctuary and DOC, Fin was aware
both that there were kiwi living
along the Thames Coast and that
their numbers throughout the

closer to his house, and last
summer he even found physical
evidence of the birds. After
snapping some shots of the probe
holes he found, Sheena confirmed
that yes, kiwi were now poking
around right outside Bob’s place!

Being involved for such a long
time has given Bob a unique
perspective on the success of the
group. As well as the huge
increase in native birdlife he has
seen over this time, there have
also been literal signposts along

COROMANDELCCCCOOOORRRROOOOMMMMAAAANNNNDDDDEEEELLLLCOROMANDEL
A series dedicated to conservation
volunteers across the region working to
protect this special place and its native
species for the generations to come.

The work of the Thames Coast Kiwi Care (TCKC) group has been truly transformational to the area they operate in. Due to the
work of its volunteers trapping mustelids (stoats, weasels, ferrets) along the Thames Coast, the kiwi population was saved from

the brink of collapse. When the problem of dwindling kiwi numbers was identified in 2006 there were an estimated 28 remaining
kiwi in the area. This number has now grown to an estimated 250 – a 15% average annual increase

– thanks to the dedication of TCKC’s volunteers.

The long-term commitment of the group’s volunteers – some
who have been clearing traps for 16 years – has seen more
kiwi thriving across a wider area. It is an incredible
achievement from a group that itself also continues to thrive.
According to the group’s chair, Moira Coatsworth, “we have
achieved extraordinary results because of the extraordinary
commitment of our volunteers”. Some trappers have been
with the group from the start and their dedication to the
cause shows no signs of wavering, even 16 years down the
track.  

THE TRANSFORMATIONAL COMMITMENT
OF THAMES COAST KIWI CARE

GET INVOLVED Volunteering doesn’t just look like trapping, track clearing
or planting trees. It can also be helping with project
administration, organising volunteers, monitoring,
updating catch data, IT support, financial management,
writing funding applications, creating strategic plans,
social media, and so much more!

Visit www.pfhc.nz or email volunteer@pfhc.nz to take action.

HOST A TRAP | VOLUNTEER | DONATE

ADVERTISEMENT

calling

Coromandel and the rest of the
country were perilously low. The
Thames Coast Protection Society,
originally formed to protect the
area from mining, also took an
interest in the problem, and helped
to sow the idea of a group forming
to save the national icon from the
edge of extinction.

According to Fin, the first step was
to call a public meeting to gauge
interest from the community.
When 60 people showed up to that
meeting at the Tapu Hall, the next
step was to form a steering
committee and from there, says
Fin, “the rest is history”.

Fin credits the longevity of the
group and its members to those
coordinating the team. The first
coordinator was his wife Carol, and
Sheena Beaton now performs this
crucial job. As Fin says, “you’re not
paying these volunteers, so you
need to have someone who is
really good with people looking
after them.” Having someone
approachable, knowledgeable and
organised who is at the centre of
things gives the group someone to
rotate around, and means the
volunteers always feel up with the
play and looked after.

Bob Carr has also been trapping
since that meeting in 2006. Bob
recalls the start of the group and
how he wondered, will this make a
difference? Sixteen years later, the
signs of the change the group has
wrought are all around him. Bob
has heard kiwi calling closer and

the rocks at a beach where Little
Blue Penguins once nested, and

once while floundering at night, he
was surprised to see by the light
of his head torch a colony of
rabbits munching on the seaweed
exposed by low tide!  

This awareness that there are still
pests and predators out there has
led to the group expanding its
approach. Thanks to Natural
Heritage funding from the Waikato  
Regional Council the group will
soon double its impact.

Article by: Carolyn Wadey-Barron
Photography by: Rachel Holmes
Photography

Along with the support from their treasured volunteers (some
pictured here) and supporters, TCKC acknowledges their major
partners – Ngāti Tamaterā, DOC, Waikato Regional Council, WWF
NZ/The Tindall Foundation and Save the Kiwi.

the way by which progress can be
tracked. The new road signs
warning drivers to look out for kiwi
at night may seem like just
another sign to most driving the
Thames Coast, but these signs
going up was like a public
announcement of success: the
group’s trapping programme had
worked so well that kiwi were now
abundant enough to warrant a
sign announcing their presence!

Of course, the mahi didn’t end
when the road signs were erected.
Bob knows just how pernicious
and persistent pests can be.
During the first lockdown, Bob
spotted a stoat slipping through

The funding, which amounts to
$270k over four years, will mean
that the group can now also trap
for rats and possums in their rohe
which will improve conditions for
all native flora and fauna in the
area. Things will not only get even
better for kiwi, but all other
endemic birds and bush will also
greatly benefit from this expanded
trapping. You can expect to see
many more signs, both literal and
figurative, of the bird population
growing in the area thanks to the
indefatigable efforts of these
extraordinary volunteers.
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All New Husqvarna 120 TK4-P  
4m Battery Telescopic Polesaw 

BLi 10 battery and 
QC80 charger 

Split Shaft for Transportation 
 $715 INC GST

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
prescottsgarages.co.nz021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

Prescott Garages 
1 Hikuai Settlement Road

Husqvarna TS242TXD 
42” Fabricated Mower Deck 

Kawasaki Engine 
Hydrostatic Transmission with Diff  Lock 

5 year domestic warranty 
Special price of $8000 INC GST

Husqvarna TC138T 
38” cut rear catcher 

Powerful Husqvarna series engine  
Hydrostatic Transmission 
5 year domestic warranty 

Special price of $7750 INC GST

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. We also demonstrate and deliver. 

Husqvarna 460 Rancher 
60cc engine 

20” bar 3/8 chain 
5 domestic warranty 

Special price of $1369 INC GST 

SAVE 
$890

SAVE $340

SAVE $300

WHILE 
STOCKS 

LAST

New businesses present their services
Around 20 vendors gath-

ered in the Paeroa War 
Memorial Hall on August 30 
for the Eastern Waikato Rebel 
Business School Trade Show. 

The event aimed to intro-

duce new local businesses 
ways to develop through 
selling and promoting their 
products and services. 

Paora Raharaha was one 
of the vendors with his new 
Paeroa-based t-shirt business 
called iLOVE and told The 

Profile he intends to donate 
some of the profits to Mike 
King’s charity I Am Hope.

“I love helping people, I’ve 
run ultra marathons and 
fundraise money for whoever 
needs it,” he said.

“We’re looking to set up an 

online store through a web-
site and at the moment we 
only have t-shirts but we’ll 
look to get hoodies and other 
clothing.”

Vendor Paul Bains said his 
new Waihī-based toy animal 
barn business called Kea 

Play was developed from a 
weekend at a Paeroa bed and 
breakfast with his daughters.

“We couldn’t ride the rail 
trail because it was raining 
so we built a toy stable out of 
cardboard and the owners of

LEFT: iLOVE staff Josh McCarthy, left, and Paora Raharaha display 
their t-shirts.  

ABOVE: Paul Bains with his toy animal barns which are part of his 
new business.          

                              Photos: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

CONTINUED P9
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forsythbarr.co.nz

Investment 
Options in an 
Uncertain World
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Please note: Places are limited so we 
recommend that you register early to 
confirm your place. Registrations close 
5:00pm, Monday 19 September 2022. A 
light lunch will be provided. Please advise 
any dietary requirements upon RSVP.

Forsyth Barr invite you to 
join Investment Adviser 
Brett Bell-Booth, who will 
discuss investment options in 
a world of higher inflation and 
rising interest rates. 

Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser

Friday, 23 September 2022
12:00pm — 1:30pm
The Thames on Kirkwood,
100 Kirkwood Street, Thames.

For more information or to register 
visit forsythbarr.co.nz/seminars or 
call Erin on (07) 578 2737

I N V I T A T I O N  -  C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  S E M I N A R

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Come check out 
our New Season stock

� e home of RM Williams 
clothing and accessories

Paeroa-based Shed Cut Gi� s owner John MacErlich.                                                          Photos: GORDON PREECE

CONTINUED FROM P8

Paeroa-based Ruru Renata owner Colleen Renata. Rebel Business School chief kiwi Tony Henderson-Newport.               

the bed and breakfast gave us 
some medium-density fibre-
board and hence the first sta-
bles were built,” he said.

“People said they like them 
so we thought we would have 
a go at selling them and that’s 
what we’re doing, it’s a bit of 
fun.”

Rebel Business School chief 
kiwi Tony Henderson-New-
port acknowledged the local 
businesses for attending the 
event.

“This is the first time the 
event’s been held in this re-
gion. Our attendees here will 
form into our alumni pro-
gramme and they’ll join over 
1000 graduates from around 
Aotearoa getting access to 
more tools and processes to 
support their businesses,” he 
said.

“We’re very grateful we’ve 
had the support of three dif-
ferent district councils to 
fund all of our attendees com-
ing for free to learn how to 
build their businesses.”

Add Design and Print owner Lisa Adlington.  

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the Valley 

Profi le are available
for purchase, contact us today!

editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz 
0204 0944 853

Font  ::  Times (modified)

C  100
M  25
Y   0
K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife

Record high for farm expenses
Hauraki-Coromandel Fed-

erated Farmers hope “the 
gods play the game right” for 
the upcoming spring and sum-
mer seasons after farmers ex-
perienced the highest increase 
in farm expenses in nearly 30 
years.

A Statistics New Zealand re-
port released in August showed 
the June, 2022, quarter had the 
largest single quarter increases 
in the capital goods and farm 
expenses price indexes since 
1993.

Statistics New Zealand busi-
ness prices delivery manager 
James Mitchell said expenses 
for all farm types were 13.4 per 
cent higher on average com-

pared to the June, 2021, quar-
ter.

Recent increases in fuel and 
fertiliser prices and interest 
rates had been signifi cant fac-
tors contributing to the in-
crease, Statistics NZ said.

Hauraki-Coromandel Feder-
ated Farmers president Robert 
Craw told The Profi le pres-
sures would increase on local 
farmers’ expenses if the district 
experienced a dry summer.

“The cost of everything is in-
creasing but what I suppose is 
alarming is the rate that it’s in-
creasing at the moment, that’s 
a big concern,” he said.

“Recently fuel has been a 
major increase, it’s cut back a 
little bit now but it hit a lot of 
guys when they didn’t have any 

Pressure will increase on 
farmers’ expenses if the 
district experiences a dry 
summer, Federated Farmers 
says.

Photo: File Photo: PIXABAY

By GORDON PREECE

cash fl ow coming in, and fer-
tiliser price has gone through 
the roof. 

The district had an autumn 
drought which also played a 
role on farming expenses, re-
sulting in farmers buying more 
feed and getting rid of stock, 
he said.

“If we end up with another 
dry summer, that’s going to 

put a lot more pressure on eve-
ryone’s systems because we’re 
already on the back foot.”   

Mr Craw said compliance 
costs were also increasing for 
Hauraki-Coromandel farmers 
and said there needed to be 
more understanding of the is-
sue by the government.

“Farmers are doing the best 
they can with what they’ve got 
and they’re doing hugely ad-
vanced and benefi cial things in 
the environmental space,” he 
said. “The government needs 
to recognise that and maybe 
back off  from those bits so the 
extra costs are being landed on 
them.”

Mr Craw said Hauraki-Co-
romandel farmers were “re-
hashing budgets” to combat 

increasing costs but still re-
mained mindful of farm pro-
ductivity.

“Everyone’s just going back 
to their budgets and just look-
ing at where they can make 
little tweaks that might make 
the bottom line stack up right 
across the board,” he said.

“So far the Hauraki District 
has had a good spring and 
therefore there’s not the need 
to use some of those fertiliser 
products to increase grass 
growth or to grow enough sup-
plements to get them through 
the summer.

“Our future is still looking 
very bright and people need 
to keep reminding themselves 
of that, we’ll come through on 
top.”

“If we end up with 
another dry summer, 

that’s going to put a lot 
more pressure on every-
one’s systems because 
we’re already on the 

back foot.”
- Rob Craw
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

  DUNCAN       ECO SEEDER

$34,690 +GST

NEW
Duncan 

Eco Seeder

Trailed 18 
run complete 

with disc 
openers

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Federated Farmers has released a new 
tool designed to help arable farmers 
understand their “true cost” of produc-
tion to ensure continued fi nancial vi-
ability.

The cost of production spreadsheet 
off ers growers a unique tool with which 
to analyse all relevant costs associated 
with growing ryegrass and white clover 
seed crops and running the farm.

It even allows for a return on invest-
ment.

Its release coincides with a recent 
Foundation for Arable Research (FAR) 
gross margin analysis for ryegrass seed 
production.

That analysis showed a break-even 
result on seed production but a profi t 
from associated lamb trading.

Federated Farmers Herbage Seed 
chair, John McCaw saidherbage seed 
production was a risky business. 

“Farmers deserve better than break 
even,” he said.

While the Federated Farmers spread-
sheet includes lamb grazing income, 
McCaw concedes that not all arable 
farmers are willing or able to trade 
lambs.

“Grazing lambs requires capital, la-
bour, and infrastructure quite separate 
to that of seed production,” he said.

“Having ryegrass in the system facili-
tates lamb grazing but this should not 
be used to justify a lower seed price to 
growers.”

While gross margins had their place, 
McCaw was concerned they were not 
the right tool in this instance.

“It’s all about the cost of production,” 
he said.

“Gross margin analysis is simplistic 
and useful only for considering one 

crop option against another.
“Each crop must carry its fair share 

of the unseen cost of running a farm 
including wages of management, rates, 
insurance, and administration.”

Being able to allocate a share of 
all those other costs (approximately 
$1300 per hectare) to an otherwise 
simple gross-margin assessment was a 
lightbulb moment for McCaw.

“I’ve been doing gross margins on 
our farm for 20 years, thinking I under-
stood our cost of production. I wish I’d 
had this tool earlier - I think we would 
be farming very diff erently now if we 
had.”

McCaw suspects the plant breeders’ 
focus on herbage production has come 
at the cost of seed yield.

Later heading varieties often yield 
less seed and require additional wa-
ter and fungicides. Yield gains have 
plateaued while grower prices have 
languished. “It’s been happening over 
many years but now production costs 
have risen steeply, and we have a ‘cost 
of living crisis’ in the herbage seed in-
dustry.

“The extent to which prices must 
increase to return growers to profi t is 
of concern to both growers and mer-
chants. We need a reset not just an in-
fl ation adjustment. The question is how 
to achieve that without pricing our-
selves out of the international market.

“Rather than demanding a certain 
price per kilogram, Feds are looking to 
raise awareness of the ‘true cost’ of seed 
production.” The spreadsheet available 
at  fedsnews.co.nz helps to achieve that 
aim by ensuring both sides have the 
information they need to make an in-
formed decision.

New tool for farmers
RuralRural LifeLife
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Te Kauwhata
22 Main Rd, 07 826 3581 

Maramarua
515 Ferndale Rd, 09 232 5891

Ngatea
49 Orchard Rd, 07 867 7256

Paeroa
39 Belmont Rd, 07 862 8815

Thames
623 Pollen St, 07 868 7005

anexa.co.nz/pets/
Search AnexaPets

Hungry a lot?

Hungry a lot?

Sleeping more?

Super talkative?

Super talkative?

Really thirsty?

Really thirsty?
Sleeping more?

Sleeping more?

Old age? Maybe... 
but these symptoms 
indicate an 
underlying issue, 
many of which can 
be easily managed 
- ask about a senior 
pet consult.

Is your Is your 
older cat?older cat?

Losing weight?

Losing weight?

RuralRural LifeLife

Conservation Week

PHOTO
GRAPHY
competition

SEND US YOUR NATURE THEMED PHOTOS!
Prizes to be won in each of the three categories: 

Wildlife • Local Icons • 'Taking Action for Nature'

Entry requirements:
Competition is open to anyone aged 12 and up. Entry is free. Entrants can submit up to 3 photographs.
Submit digital photos via email to: community.coromandel@doc.govt.nz with "photo comp" in the
subject line, and your name and contact details.

ENTRY DEADLINE:
5pm, 14 September 2022

Terms & Conditions: The Competition is organised and run by the Department of Conservation (DOC) Whitianga & Hauraki Offices as part of Conservation Week 2022. Any questions in regard to the Competition should be directed to
community.coromandel@doc.govt.nz. Submit photos in high quality as JPEG file. Minimum file size is 1MB, maximum file size is 4MB. Any persons in the photograph must give their consent for the image to be used in the competition in line
with the conditions of entry. DOC retain the right to publish any image submitted for the Competition in electronic or printed promotional material at no cost. The photographer will retain copyright. The winning entries will be notified via
email by Monday 19 September 2022 and feature in The Mercury Bay Informer & Hauraki Herald. Photos may also be displayed elsewhere. By entering the Competition, entrants grant DOC the right to display their entry, including their
name, to the public in any manner. DOC reserves the right to exclude any person from participating in the Competition on reasonable grounds. By entering the Competition the participant fully accepts the terms and conditions. 
Disclaimer: The Promoters reserve the right to change the Competition or any or all of the prizes at any time without notice. The Promoter reserves the right to amend, carry, extend or discontinue the Competition at any stage, for any
reason. To the fullest extent permitted by law, the Promoter will not be liable for any loss or damage whatsoever (including but not limited to direct or consequential loss) or for personal injury as a result of Competition entry or winning of
a prize. The information provided by each entrant is used by DOC Whitianga to sort applicants into the appropriate category, and contact applicants if they are selected as a winner. The information will be stored in a secure email address
and deleted upon completion on the Competition. Details or entrants may be shared within DOC to arrange prizes or judging. 

generously supported by
driving creek railway

A cat’s ba� le with 
hyperthyroidism
Hyperthyroidism is a condi� on that 

aff ects many older cats. O� en the 
symptoms are subtle, with many be-
ing overlooked and associated with “old 
age”. However, regular health checks and 
screening allow early detec� on, resul� ng 
in the best outcomes.

A client’s story…
“Meet Dude. Two years ago, he was liv-

ing at home with my family. Unfortunately, 
they had to move to a new house and 
couldn’t take Dude with them, so he came 
to live with me.

When Dude moved in, he was 17 (that’s 
equivalent to 84 in human years!). He was 
very talka� ve and had a good appe� te, 
but even though I fed him a premium 
diet of quality food from the vets, he 
didn’t seem to put any weight on – some 
might say this is lucky; he could eat what 
he wanted and not get overweight – but 
something wasn’t adding up.

I decided to take him to Anexa Vets for 
a senior pet consult to check his overall 
health. The consult included a health 
check, and advice about his changing 
needs. A blood sample was also taken and 
tested to assess the health of his kidneys 
and thyroid, as it is very common for older 
cats to have diseases that aff ect these 
organs.

Thankfully, the clinic was able to test the 
bloods in-clinic. Not even 20 minutes later, 
we found out  Dude had hyperthyroid dis-
ease (overac� ve thyroid hormones). It was 
great to have the results so quickly – it 
meant Dude’s treatment could start ASAP 
and it was � me effi  cient for us not having 
to bring him back a couple of days later.

While some hyperthyroid disease can be 
managed by pu�  ng the cat on a special 
diet or topical cream, the treatment plan 
chosen for Dude was daily medica� on. 
The prescribed tablets would help keep 
his thyroid working as it should. A second 
vet visit was booked a month later. At this 
visit, another blood sample was taken and 
tested to check if the medicine was work-
ing. Thankfully it was working perfectly.

Dude now visits his vet every six 
months for blood tests to check if his 
medica� on needs adjustment and to 
see how his overall health is going. It has 
been nearly two years, and this plan is 
working well for us and Dude. Regular 
health checks, screening, a good diet and 
managing his medica� on well have been 
crucial to ensuring Dude’s good health 
is maintained. It has also been great to 
have the support of Anexa’s staff , I know 
they are only a phone call away if I need 
advice.”

What are the symptoms of hyperthy-
roidism in cats?

In the beginning, this client didn’t see 
many symptoms that led them to believe 
that Dude had this condi� on. But if you 
have a cat, especially if they are over 
seven years old – these are the signs you 
need to look out for: Sudden drama� c 
weight loss; Inappetence/ea� ng too 
much and not gaining weight; Sunken in 
eyes; Dehydra� on; Low ac� vity levels; 
Change in behaviour; Excessive drinking; 
Being extra vocal or talka� ve, especially 
around food. 

Clinical signs can vary from pet to pet; 
they may show some or none. This is why 
yearly check ups and screening at your 
vets is important, especially when your 
pets are star� ng to get into their twilight 
years. The best outcomes are from early 
detec� on!

- Supplied by Anexa Vets

Hyperthyroidism can aff ect older cats.
File Photo: PIXABAY

Adver� se with the Valley Profi le and get results!
Display ads, advertorials, classifi eds

Contact Nikki now: nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz | 022 130 3885
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HORTICULTURE

www.valleyeduca� on.co.nz

Valley Educa� on

07 868 7892 
027 314 1577

Call or 
text us

free courses • free transport

Start your career now, get qualifi ed 
before the end of the year …
Trust us at Valley Educa� on, 

we’ve been in training for over 27 years
 Level 3 Hor� culture spaces available now leading 

to the NZ Cer� fi cate in Hor� culture (General) 
Level 3 – Ahumara – Land Improvement.

 

And Level 3 short course agriculture to get you into a 
job prior to Christmas also has places.

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

Bev Sharp and Maggie Gribble took dona� ons on the day.

Trish Mayer, le� , Lois Waugh, Sheryl Dymock with daff odil smiles.

Sonia Waterhouse, le� , with Barbara 
Hargreaves. 

Raywin Tuihy, le� , Dianne Fenwick.

Luncheon reblooms
Daff odils adorned Paeroa RSA tables for a Daff odil Day 
fundraising luncheon on August 29. The event was attended 
by around 120 people and raised $4200 for the Waikato/Bay 
of Plenty division of Cancer Society New Zealand so it could 
continue supporting people living with diff erent cancers. 
Reporter GORDON PREECE headed along to capture the event. 

Beverley and Bryan Major enjoy their � me.

Elaine Lally, le� , and Kathleen Scratchan beam through the day. 

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

“Adverti sing in the Valley Profi le 
has been enormously benefi cial 
for Providence Pantry as the public 
read the paper.
The response is signifi cant. It 
certainly increases turnover and 
visibility.

- Rensha Bouwer 

Back the local paper 
that’s read cover to cover!
We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classi�ied, 

display ad or advertorial with the Valley Pro�ile and get results
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

6 Mahana Road, Ngatea $759,000

• 1970's modernized home/3 bedrooms
• New kitchen & bathroom/ 2 heatpumps
• Single garage & Carport, Proof of vax pass req

RN1433 1113

6 Rakino Drive, Kerepehi $485,000

• 3 bedrooms/Open plan kitchen & dining
• Family bathroom, separate toilet & laundry
• 809m2(m or l) section, carport, storage shed

RN1441 113

29 Te Mata Drive, Te Mata $1,125,000

Located in a peaceful, quiet cul de sac just 20kms north of Thames along the Thames Coast. This perfectly
presented home offers open plan dining & living spaces with beautiful bush views. There is a second separate
lounge area that leads to the Master bedroom featuring a walk in wardrobe & ensuite.

RT5722 2323

1 Morgan Road, Paeroa $885,000

• Immaculate Modern 3 Brm Home
• 2 Double garages
• 2,930 m2 fully fenced Lifestyle section

RRP227 1213

14 Willoughby Street, Paeroa $549,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 brms, modern kitchen, lounge + heatpump
• Outside hobby room, Sgle under house garage
• 455m2 (more or less) section. Motivated Vendor.

RG1982 1113

103 Logan Place, Thames $775,000

This is a good solid home that's ideally set up for family living. Upstairs there is 3 bedrooms, a stylish modern
kitchen, a good sized lounge with a heat pump, a separate toilet & bathroom with a bath, while downstairs you
have the garage and workshop space along with the generous family/rumpus.

RT5710 2223

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Fears plague to hit Paeroa

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.
1892

The ‘Black Death’ (Bubonic 
plague) was possibly on its way 

to Paeroa. 
A resident warned that it was 

rampant in Europe and parts of 
Asia and it was all very well to sit 
and read reports calmly, but the 
world was like a “ball of soap be-
ing washed smaller in the hands 
of time.” Vessels came direct to 
New Zealand from Europe and 
how easy it would be for the Black 
Death, thought to be carried by 
fleas on rats, to come with them. 

It was a wonder that some 
epidemic had not already visited 
Paeroa considering the state of its 
sanitation. Situated at the bottom 
of a gully, the town’s water wells 
were perilously near cesspits, and 
the river was rapidly becoming a 
sewer.

The Waihī Gold mining Com-
pany’s battery was lit with electric 
light for the first time. The appa-
ratus worked smoothly and the 
light was a vast improvement on 
the old candle power. Building at 
Waihī was in full swing, carpenters 
were in demand, and the hammer 
and saw could be heard up to nine 

A cartoon of the time shows a giant bubonic flea.            Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

or ten o’clock most evenings. Brad-
ley’s new stable was quite an orna-
ment to the township, and when lit 
up in the evenings on the arrival of 
the late coaches, it gave the town 
quite a lively and business-like ap-
pearance.

The Minister of Lands inspected 
the Piako swamp with a view to 
having it drained for settlement. 
A large portion of it had been ac-
quired by the Government but lo-
cal feeling was that the Minister 
took it for granted that the soil was 
similar to the swamps in the South 
Island, only requiring to be prop-
erly drained to be converted into 
rich and fertile country capable of 
producing heavy crops. 

The Piako swamps however 
consisted of peat, from fifteen to 
forty feet deep, and even when 
the upper ten or fifteen feet were 
drained, the soil sunk to such an 
extent that the fall for the water 
was lost and nothing more could 
be done. Vast sums of money had 
been thrown at reclaiming other 

swamps with notoriously disas-
trous results. Visitors to Te Aroha, 
travelling across the country by 
train, were familiar with the brown 
bare surface of the peat, growing 
nothing but moss, and apparently 
incapable of ever carrying anything 
else. 

If the government really contem-
plated draining the Piako Swamps, 
the most searching inquiry must 
be made before Parliament was 
induced to devote a sum of public 
money to an undertaking which 
had been attempted by the largest 
capitalists in Auckland with such 
disappointing results.

At Thames Mr Quigley, while dig-
ging a hole at the corner of Albert 
and Queen Streets for a telephone 
pole, uncovered a Māori spade 
made out of puriri wood. It was 
embedded in the sand at a depth 
of seven feet and had evidently 
lain there for a number of years. 
The wood was in good condition 
but unfortunately the handle was 
broken in taking it out.

Two renown, accomplished pia-
nists will perform in Thames on 
September 11, at St George’s 
Church.

Pianists Katherine Austin and 
Maria Mo will perform as part of 
Thames Music Group’s Sunday 
concerts, starting at 2pm. 

Katherine Austin is an honorary 
fellow of the Institute of Regis-
tered Music Teachers of NZ (Hon-
FIRMT) and Head of Piano Studies 
for the University of Waikato Con-
servatorium of Music. She is one 
of New Zealand’s leading pianists 
and performs regularly around 
New Zealand and overseas, tour-
ing frequently for Chamber Music 
New Zealand, and broadcasting 
regularly on Radio New Zealand 
Concert. 

Pianist of the Tennant-Austin 
Duo for the past 23 years, her 
work with the New Zealand Cham-

ber Soloists now occupies a large 
portion of her performing and 
concert life, with regular tours to 
Europe, the United Kingdom, Asia, 
North and South America, and 
Australia.

Maria Mo has performed in 
New Zealand, Australia, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, and across Europe as 
both solo recitalist and chamber 
musician. 

She was associate artist at the 
2014 Australian Cello Awards in 
Sydney, Australia, and guest art-
ist at the 2010 Semaine Interna-
tionale de Piano festival in Blonay, 
Switzerland, as well as the Gesells-
chaft für Musiktheater in Vienna.

In December, 2018, Maria had 
the honour of being selected to 
perform for the South Korean 
President Moon Jae-In during his 
inaugural trip to New Zealand. 
DETAILS: Tickets at the door.

Pianists to perform

ENTERTAINMENT

Katherine Austin, left, and Maria Mo will visit Thames.         Photos: SUPPLIED
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The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 101A Mount View Road 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/101a-mount-view-road-thames

Open Home Saturday 12pm - 12.30pm 

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $750,000

Thames, 306 Sandes Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/306-sandes-street-thames

Open Home Saturday 1pm - 1.30pm

3 1 1 2

Asking Price $749,000

Thames, 132 Edward Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/132-edward-street-thames

Open Home Saturday 2pm - 2.30pm

3 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

Totara Valley, 12 Sawmill Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/12-sawmill-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 2 1 3

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 106 Bowen Place
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/106-bowen-place-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $680,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Ngarimu Bay, 3 Arthur Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/3-arthur-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

5 3 2 2

Price by Negotiation

Teenagers are getting a bad 
rap at the moment, locally 

we see the effects of ram raids 
and read about an assault in 
the mall. 

At times you will hear the 
deep sigh and the question 
“what is wrong with this gen-
eration?” 

We throw everyone together 
into the same group. Rebels 
without a cause. And yet our 
extreme generalisations are 
not helpful.

I am a youth worker at Liv-
ing Well Trust. We run wellbe-
ing programmes in local pri-
mary schools using adventure 
as well as providing presence-

based youth work in the local 
high school. 

We are connecting with Tai-
ohi (students) and journeying 
with them through the transi-
tion to high school and the 
years that follow. 

And today I would simply 
love to say that the general feel 
to our youth is not true. 

The reckless 
and bored few 
are not a re-
flection of the 
masses. 

Currently I 
have a group of 
students trying 
to find an op-
portunity to give 
back. 

The project 
they are hoping 
to achieve is to 
give some tem-
porary art work 
in place of the plywood that 
covers our ram raided shops. 

Their message is simple:  
others matter. They see the 
pain and the destruction 
caused and they want to do 
something to help. 

When we give young peo-
ple the time, the opportunity, 
when we trust them and sup-
port them, we get to see the 
best of them. 

We need to change the nar-
rative; we need to begin to 
speak life and encouragement 
to our young people. 

Heck, we need to do it for 
each other. Our culture is one 
that is riddled with sarcasm, 
one that reflects the tall poppy 
syndrome. 

We are quick to judge at 
times, to criti-
cise and to 
shoot down. 

We do it to 
each other 
and we all 
know the 
feeling of 
succeeding 
at something 
and then be-
ing pulled 
down by the 
very people 
we love. So 
maybe today 

we can take a moment to speak 
and call out the good we see in 
our young people.

Encourage them in the tal-
ent, the skill, the character you 
see in them. 

Because I bet for most of our 
young people; the good you see 
in them will not be how they 
see themselves.

- Michael Wilkes is a Living Well 
Trust youth worker

It’s time to call out the 
good we see in our teens

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

“We are quick to 
judge... to criticise and to 

shoot down. 
We do it to each other 
and we all know the 

feeling of succeeding at 
something and then be-
ing pulled down by the 

very people we love. 
 - Michael Wilkes Thames Foodbank has ben-

efited from the Can Drive 
carried out by Pak’nSave re-
cently. 

This amounted to three 
trolley-loads of food for the 
food bank plus some cash do-
nations. 

Manager Caroline Talbot 
said the Foodbank supported 
people requiring food in the 
Thames and surrounding ar-
eas. Other foodbanks support 
people outside the area. 

“With the rising cost of 
food, the use of the foodbank 

is growing and it supports 
around 130 people a month – 
including families and singles,” 
she said. “People using the 
Foodbank say: ‘with the ris-
ing cost of food and petrol it is 
hard to make ends meet and 
we are so thankful that you are 
here to help’.”

Shoppers can place dona-
tions in the foodbank box by 
the entrance of Pak’nSave, 
which also supports the food-
bank. The Foodbank is run 
by Living Well Trust, based at 
Thames Baptist Church.

Foodbank supported
Chris Lee, the Pastor of Thames Baptist Church Pastor Chris Lee 
collects some of the donations from Pak’nSave.             Photo: SUPPLIED
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45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

The operators of an inflat-
able slide have been fined 

$350,000 after its mammoth 
slide became overloaded and 
collapsed at the Whangamatā 
Summer Festival in December, 
2020.

JTK Trustees Ltd, trading as 
Fun Solutions, was sentenced 
at Waihī District Court on Au-
gust 29.

A fine of $350,000 was im-
posed, along with emotional 
harm reparations of $40,000, 
and consequential loss repara-
tions of $12,958.

According to WorkSafe, the 
incident sent a dozen people, 
most of whom were children, 
falling from heights of up to 12 
metres. One victim broke both 
his ankles and has required 11 
surgeries, and was still at home 
recovering.

Witnesses said there were no 
rules displayed for riding the 
mammoth slide, no instruc-
tions were given, there were 
also no weight or age checks 
done, and there were no work-
ers at the top of the slide at the 
time of its collapse. Afterwards, 
people who were on the slide 
were not evacuated effectively 
or safely.

Expert reports also found 
the slide was electrically un-
safe, had air leaks via holes and 
seams, and poor anchoring.

WorkSafe, which has had 
11 prior interactions with the 

company, said its investiga-
tion concluded the slide did not 
comply with required stand-
ards, and the operators should 
have had safe systems in place 
for operating the slide.

In 2015, a JTK mammoth 
slide became overloaded and 
collapsed, injuring six children 
at the Masterton A&P show. 

The director, Eric Gerrit-
sen was fined $115,000 for ob-
structing WorkSafe’s investiga-
tion.

In 2016, a JTK slide collapsed 
at an event in Hamilton Gar-
dens and 10 children fell about 
10 metres. 

In response, WorkSafe issued 
a directive letter, and Hamilton 
City Council later banned the 
company from operating at the 
site.

“On top of the latest incident, 
this company’s safety record is 
extremely concerning”, Work-
Safe’s area investigation man-
ager Paul West said.

“When people are on an 
amusement device, they have 
an expectation their safety is 
being looked after by the opera-
tor. Most operators in Aotearoa 
are aware of this expectation 
and strive to meet it, but this 
business has had numerous 
failings which is unacceptable.

“For that reason, WorkSafe 
expects improvement from the 
operator and will take further 
action if necessary.”

Slide operator 
sentenced 

Eleven “environmental-
ly-minded” artists have 

moved one step over into their 
new premises along Pollen St, 
Thames. 

Vessel, which has been operat-
ing for just under a year, is now 
at 752 Pollen St, and metal artist 
John McKeown said the space 
had been good for “spurring” 
them on. 

“We pretty much started in the 
middle of the pandemic, so we’ve 

been toughing it out,” he said. 
“We find [the co-op] has 

spurred us all on, making sure 
there’s enough stock and variety 
in the gallery, and giving us the 
inspiration to lift our game.” 

John said since the coopera-
tive first kicked off, they’ve be-
come more established and now 
knew what they wanted out of it.

This included having pieces for 
sale within the gallery, and ro-
tating through ‘meet and greets’ 
with each artist once a fortnight. 

“The strength of our gallery 

is our variety,” he said. “We’ve 
got jewellers, potters, painters… 
something to offer for every-
body, and we’re all very commu-
nity minded. We do it for the love 
of art.” 

John said they were always 
interested in hearing from more 
artists, and hoped Vessel would 
help transform Grahamstown 
into an arts and culture hub. 
DETAILS: To enquire, find Vessel Art 
on Facebook.

Art co-op moves next door
 Some of the artists from Vessel Art Co-op stand outside their new gallery in Thames.                              Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

New car awaits Waihi community patrol
The Waihī Community Patrol 

will be able to purchase a sec-
ond-hand car, meaning mem-
bers won’t have to use their own 
vehicles when on the beat.

The patrol asked for a $5,000 
grant from Hauraki District 
Council which was approved 
unanimously last week.

The need for a new vehicle has 
come about after the sponsor of 
the patrol’s current car, which 
has been with the group since 
2014, needed to recall it. 

Before the sponsor came on 
board, members used their own 

cars, but Community Patrols 
Waikato Police district chair Al-
lan Sole said the practice was no 
longer considered safe, due to 
some of the sensitive work pa-
trols do, and the risk to patrol-
lers’ homes and families.

“The patrol is a group of volun-
teers who have to meet certain 
police vetting and training lev-
els under an MOU [Memoran-
dum of Understanding] between 
Community Patrols of New Zea-
land and New Zealand Police,” 
he explained in a letter to Hau-
raki Mayor Toby Adams.

“Their work largely involves 
being out at night helping with 
the police crime prevention pro-

gramme for safer communities. 
This involves being eyes and ears 
for police, to protect people and 
property.”

Mr Sole told council he had lo-
cated a patrol car in Te Awamutu 
for sale. The car would come with 
reflective livery, a GPS, camera, 

light bar, and built-in spot light. 
The Waihī patrol would have 

to install a police radio.
At its meeting on August 31, 

councillors voted unanimously 
to grant up to $5,000 from the 
Waihī Ward Community As-
sistance Fund towards the pur-
chase of the new patrol car.

Mayor Adams said an amount 
would also be contributed from 
his Mayoral Fund, in order to 
complete signwriting on the ve-
hicle. 

Councillors also agreed to pro-
vide a grant of $420 towards the 
cost of hall hire for the Waihī Art 
and Street Festival, hosted by the 
local Lions Club.

The event will be held from 
midday Friday, January 27, 
2023, to 5pm on January 29, 
with all profits going back to the 
local community.

Meanwhile, the Waihī Art 
Centre and Museum, which is 
working on a range of upgrades 
and enhancements, requested 
assistance towards the purchase 
of a projector. 

The Waihī Ward Committee 
discussed the request and rec-
ommend that $1000 be granted 
from the Waihī Ward Commu-
nity Assistance Fund towards 
the costs. 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“This involves be-
ing eyes and ears 

for police, to protect 
people and prop-

erty.”
- Allan Sole

100% local journalism 
depends on you! 

We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 
display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

“I’ve been blown away by the 
response from my Experts ad… 
I get three to four enquiries a 
week, which is a lot because 
they are big jobs. When the 
advertorial went ahead, that just 
turned the heat up on it so the 
amount of phone calls increased.

- Stan, That Painter
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2022 
BUNNINGS 

WAREHOUSE
HEARTLAND CHAMPIONSHIP 
Saturday 10th September at Boyd Park, Te Aroha

Thames Valley  Swampfoxes Thames Valley  Swampfoxes 
vs vs 

Wairarapa BushWairarapa Bush

Gates open at 11.30am
12pm

Women - Thames Valley Vixens vs Wairarapa Bush
Field 1

 Thames Valley Presidents vs Waikato Buff alo 
Field 2 

 Thames Valley Emerging XV vs Waikato Divisional XV
Field 3
2pm 

Ticket price - $5.00 • Under 18 years = free • No EFTPOS
NO ALCOHOL TO BE TAKEN INTO GROUND

Wednesday 7th September
5.30pm onwards

Inviting you to the launch of
 

Carson’s Club 
Membership

 
• Wine & Cheese
• Live Music
• One Night Only Deals

Carson’s
Bookshop Event

Gym success for Thames girls 
Two young girls’ gymnastics 

teams were “ecstatic’’ and 
“super happy” with their re-
sults in the inaugural Thames 
Gymsports Team and Tumbling 
Competition on August 21.

The event, held at Thames 
Gymsports in Kōpū, saw inter-
mediate and junior teams from 
Thames, Cambridge and Ham-
ilton compete in tumbling, and 
Team Gym which featured the 
springboard vault, and choreo-
graphed dances with aerobics.

The Thames Titanium team, 
aged between 11 and 15, won 
fi rst place in the team gym 
category for the intermediate 
division. 

Spokesperson Paige 
Aitcheson told The Profi le the 
team were “ecstatic” with its 
win.

“They had worked so hard for 
so long and especially with Cov-
id-19 not being able to get to as 
many competitions,” she said.

“So to fi nally host one in our 
own gym and the girls to be 
able to win that, they outskilled 
the other teams and they were 
wrapped.”

Paige said Thames Supers 
team, who were aged between 
nine and 12, also won second in 
the team gym category for the 
junior division. 

“They were super happy 
as well, they’re all a little bit 

Thames Titanium won fi rst place in the Team Gym catergory.

younger with a little less skill 
and for a lot of them it’s their 
fi rst season doing Team Gym, so 
second place for them was big,” 

she said.
“Team Gym works to each 

individual gymnast’s ability and 
everyone fi ts in somewhere.”

BOOK REVIEWS
KAWAI: For Such a Time As This, by Monty Soutar (Ngāti  
Porou, Ngāti  Awa, Ngāi Tai ki Tāmaki, Ngāti  Kahungunu)
Respected Māori historian Monty Soutar turns his hand 
to historical fi c� on with the fi rst novel of a trilogy span-
ning the 1700s right through to 2018. This epic historical 
adventure tells the story of pre-colonial Aotearoa New 
Zealand like it’s never been told before. A young Māori 
man compelled to learn the stories of his ancestors, re-
turns to his family marae on the east coast of the North 

Island to speak to his elderly grand-uncle, the keeper of the stories. What 
follows is the enthralling account of the young man’s � puna, the leg-
endary warrior Kaitanga, a� er whom his marae’s whare puni has been 
named. 

ONE: SIMPLE ONE PAN WONDERS by Jamie Oliver
In our busy modern age where saving � me and keeping 
things simple is highly valued, what could be be� er than 
a kitchen companion that provides 120 simple recipes 
that can be cooked in one pan! Whilst one pan recipe 
books are not new - in One, Jamie Oliver has delivered 
a great cookbook packed with budget-friendly dishes 
you can rustle up any � me. One has everything from 
delicious work from home lunches to quick dinners the 
whole family will love; from meat-free op� ons to meals that suit novice 
cooks. 

UNDER A BIG SKY: Facing the elements on a New Zea-
land Farm by Tim Saunders 
Author and farmer Tim Saunders writes about his life 
and work on the farm that’s been in his family for fi ve 
genera� ons. He encompasses drought, farming during 
lockdown, illness, fi nancial pressure and the drive to be-
come more viable and environmentally friendly. Woven 
throughout is Tim’s love of, and respect for, the land, 
animals and the environment. He describes how farm-
ing is intertwined with the weather, how the weather 

has changed, how the changes aff ect farmers and what they are doing 
to counteract this.  

DARK MUSIC by David Lagercrantz
From the bestselling author of The Girl in the Spider’s 
Web, Dark Music is book one of a new series which is 
a modern Swedish crime-thriller take inspired by Conan 
Doyle’s famous duo of Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson. 
A murder inves� ga� on brings together two unlikely al-
lies in a race to uncover a shadowy interna� onal con-
spiracy. Translated from Swedish by Ian Giles.

- Book reviews by Carson’s Bookshop

KAWAI: For Such a Time As This, by Monty Soutar
Porou, Ngāti  Awa, Ngāi Tai ki Tāmaki, Ngāti  Kahungunu)
Respected Māori historian Monty Soutar turns his hand 
to historical fi c� on with the fi rst novel of a trilogy span-
ning the 1700s right through to 2018. This epic historical 
adventure tells the story of pre-colonial Aotearoa New 
Zealand like it’s never been told before. A young Māori 
man compelled to learn the stories of his ancestors, re-
turns to his family marae on the east coast of the North 

Island to speak to his elderly grand-uncle, the keeper of the stories. What 

In our busy modern age where saving � me and keeping 
things simple is highly valued, what could be be� er than 
a kitchen companion that provides 120 simple recipes 
that can be cooked in one pan! Whilst one pan recipe 

, Jamie Oliver has delivered 
a great cookbook packed with budget-friendly dishes 

 has everything from 
delicious work from home lunches to quick dinners the 

By GORDON PREECE

UNDER A BIG SKY: Facing the elements on a New Zea-
land Farm by Tim Saunders 
Author and farmer Tim Saunders writes about his life 
and work on the farm that’s been in his family for fi ve 
genera� ons. He encompasses drought, farming during 
lockdown, illness, fi nancial pressure and the drive to be-
come more viable and environmentally friendly. Woven 
throughout is Tim’s love of, and respect for, the land, 
animals and the environment. He describes how farm-
ing is intertwined with the weather, how the weather 

- Book reviews by Carson’s Bookshop

Thames Supers won second place in their catergory.      Photos: SUPPLIED

SPORTS
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Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Whakapā mai : Contact us
- 0508 835 676
- 210 Richmond Street, Thames.

PITO HAUORA
offers Preventative Health and Screening services for ALL in the Hauraki rohe.

Open Monday to Friday from 8:30am – 5:00pm.

Breast Screening
Cervical Screening
FLU | MMR | COVID Vaccinations

Services offered include:

FLU | MMR | COVID VaccinationsFLU | MMR | COVID Vaccinations

scan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan mescan me

Operating hours may vary for each service.

Whakapā mai : Contact us
- 0508 835 676

offers Preventative Health and Screening services for ALL in the Hauraki 

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the 
heart of Coromandel”  

558 Pollen St, Thames.  Phone 868 6105       www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames        Instagram@walter_andco

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing
Increasing accessibility for all
As a rural Iwi-based, not-for prof-
it incorporated society, Te Ko-
rowai Hauora o Hauraki contin-
ues to provide comprehensive 
kaupapa driven hauora (health 
and wellness) services across 
the Pare Hauraki rohe.
 Its drive to respond to the 
health and wellbeing needs of 
whānau Māori, achieve better 
health and wellbeing outcomes 
for Hauraki whānui, and its 
commitment to delivering qual-
ity affordable hauora services 
has seen Te Korowai making 
some progressive changes with 
its community-based locations.

The recent relocation of its 
Paeroa Whānau Health Centre, 
into a fi t-for-purpose building 
at 15 Princes St, Paeroa, was 
opened on August 29.

This is a direct response to 
the whakaaro voiced by whānau 
Māori in Hauraki, seeking 
more accessible services for 
their whānau. In addition to its 
Paeroa site, Te Korowai also has 
Whānau Health Centres located 
in Thames at the Thames Hospi-
tal Clinical Centre, Coromandel, 
Whitianga and Te Aroha. 

In 2022, Pito Hauora, as a 
prevention and screening ser-
vices hub, was opened and op-
erates from one of several build-
ings owned by Te Korowai on 
Richmond St, Thames. This hub 

hosts a wide range of services, 
such as Breast Screening, Cervi-
cal Screening and Winter Well-
ness vaccinations accessible to 
all whānau (people/families) 
from across the Thames, Coro-
mandel and Hauraki districts - 
regardless of enrolment status.

The presence of Te Korowai 
Mobile Whānau Health Clinics 
moving around the various com-
munities and currently offering a 
range of available vaccinations, 

is but one of the many other pro-
active and equitable services 
offered by Te Korowai Hauora o 
Hauraki.

Te Korowai Clinical Director, Dr 
Martin Mikaere, says “the focus 
point for Te Korowai is ensuring 
the same access to care and 
the same quality experience for 
Māori, leading to provision of 
great service across the Pare 
Hauraki area” – Mō tātou o Hau-
raki.

A dawn blessing was held at Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki’s new 
Paeroa Whānau Health Centre in Princes St.        Photo: SUPPLIED

Meet our newest team member at 
Health Ngatea, Physician Associate 
Chris Daugherty PA-C, MPAS.
Who is Chris?
Chris is a Physician Associate (PA-
C). He has recently moved here 
with his wife and son from Colo-
rado, United States.

He holds a Bachelor of Science 
in Biological Science and a Masters 
degree in Physician Assistant Stud-
ies. He is na� onally cer� fi ed (the 
“C” in PA-C) through the NCCPA in 
the United States.

Chris was previously a Physician 
Associate in Pediatric Neurosur-
gery for a li� le over three years 
and General Family Medicine for 
the last fi ve years.
What is a Physician Associate?
Physician associates are highly 
trained healthcare professionals 
who work as a part of the medical 
team. 

PAs are trained under the medi-
cal model like doctors and are 
hired to work as an extension of a 
doctor under the doctor’s delega-
� on. 

They have existed in the United 
States since the mid-1960s and 
are currently working and being 
trained all over the world.

PAs typically obtain medical his-
tories, perform examina� ons and 
procedures, diagnose illnesses, 
prescribe medica� on, order and 
interpret diagnos� c tests, refer pa-
� ents to specialists as required and 
fi rst or second assist in surgery.

Because New Zealand is in the 
early stages of registering PAs as 

New team member

a medical profession here, there 
will be limita� ons on their scope 
of prac� ce. 

All PAs’ work at Health Ngatea is 
checked and signed off  by a GP.

- Supplied by the 
Health Ngatea Team

Cornerstone 
Accreditati on is 
awarded by the 

Royal NZ Col-
lege of General 

Practi ti oners 
and is the pre-

mium standard 
for general 

practi ce in NZ

Chris Daugherty is Health 
Ngatea’s newset team member. 

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Book your adver� sement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six 
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofi le.co.nz

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE TODAY!

Terms & Condi� ons apply

SPECIAL

OFFER!
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Croquet is Fun
It’s Social, It’s Healthy, It’s Compe� � ve, It’s Easy

New Players Welcome.
Come and try it. All equipment supplied.

101 Beach Road, Thames
For more informa� on email: thamescroquet@gmail.com

or          thamescroquetclub
Advert sponsored by:

Mission Statement:
To maintain a friendly, social and competitive club environment from 

which to continue to promote tennis and squash to juniors and adults alike. 
We aim to retain existing members and also encourage new members to join. 

We will also provide high quality tennis and squash facilities available
to all members of the local community since 1923.

For all enquiries, Contact Bruce Nicol 021 781 560

The club have 11 tennis courts with lights 
(4 plexipave, 7 astroturf courts) 

and 2 squash courts.  
Tennis and squash can be played all year around.

FUN • FITNESS • FRIENDS 
 FOR ALL AGES AND 

FITNESS LEVELS 
COME AND GIVE IT A GO

T H A M E S  T E N N I S  C L U B
A friendly, family orientated club welcoming everyone, catering to all 

needs with year round social and compe� � ve league comps.
We offer 

Mon -   Club Night Tennis                                           
Tues -  Organised League  
 Night Tennis
Wed -   Midweek Tennis
Thur -  Junior Coaching
 Vets Tennis
Fri -     Junior Club Night

Contacts - Coaching                - Shannon Paki      021 0225 3308
                 Midweek Tennis      - Sophia Duff   022 172 0885
                 All other enquiries  - Jon Ballantyne     027 243 5364  (Club President)
                                                   Maree Jamieson  027 217 1682  (Secretary)

E l thamestennisclub@gmail.com         W l thamestennisclub.com
403 Brown Street, Thames

Thames Love Tennis Day 
Sunday 11th September

Come along and give tennis a go for free.  
Fun for the whole family and 

no experience necessary!

PRIMARY GRADES (4.15-6pm)
Jnr Mixed - Years 1-3 • Int Mixed - Years 4-6 • Snr Mixed - Years 7-8

ADULT GRADES (6-8pm)
Whanau/Family - (must include two primary aged children)

Women’s • Men’s • Mixed

Registrations are now open 
 Check out our Facebook page  https://rb.gy/ot7f9d

Contact Cindy Berridge for info 
0274655289 / sport@haurakiplains.school.nz

NGATEA TOUCH MODULE

Every Tuesday starting 18th October

SPORTS
Victory for Valley in 
captain’s 50th match
Last Saturday, captain Connor McVerry led the 
Swamp Foxes on to the Taumarunui Domain, 
ready to take on the King Country Rams, in 
his fi � ieth game for Thames Valley - and what 
a contest it turned out to be with both sides 
scoring three tries in a very even match. 

The diff erence was Todd Doolan’s two con-
versions which resulted in a 19-15 victory for 
the Valley. There was sa� sfac� on for McVerry 
to win in his fi � ieth appearance but also disap-
pointment that it was not a more convincing, 
as one more try would have given his team a 
vital bonus point.

The game was played in light rain through-
out resul� ng in a greasy and slippery surface. 
Thames Valley got off  to the best possible start 
and led 14-0 at the end of the fi rst quarter.

Lalea Mau Fangufangu and Todd Doolan 
scored tries, both of which Doolan converted. 

King Country then had a long period on at-
tack with the Swamp Foxes defending stoutly 
before the Rams were rewarded with the 
fi rst of their three unconverted tries. Doolan 
responded by demonstra� ng great speed to 
cut through the defence. An a� acking lineout 
followed and Lea Mau Fangufangu scored his 
second try. With no conversion, Thames Valley 
went into the half � me break leading 19-5. A 
completely diff erent King Country team came 
out to play in the second half. 

They displayed more vigour and determina-
� on in all phases of play and kept Thames Val-
ley from moun� ng dangerous a� acks. 

The home team are not named the Rams 
for nothing. They consistently held the ball in 
� ght as they bashed and ba� ered their way 
towards their opponents’ line. 

HEARTLAND RUGBY

Connor McVerry receives an engraved tankard 
from Ma�  Bartleet.      Photo: SUPPLIED

They gained two more tries and in the fi nal 
minutes had narrowed the gap to four points 
but the Valley prevented any further scoring 
and retained the Centurions’ cup.

The win places Thames Valley equal third 
with North Otago and Buller in the Bunnings 
Heartland Championship. 

These teams sit on ten points, with Whan-
ganui in fi rst place (15 points) and South Can-
terbury second (14 points).

A� er the match, presenta� ons were made 
to Connor to mark his fi � y games.

Coach Ma�  Bartleet paid tribute to Con-
nor and stated that he was a key player in the 
resurgence of Thames Valley rugby in recent 
years. Connor was also named as Thames Val-
ley’s player of the day. 

On Saturday, Thames Valley will play for 
their third trophy in a row. The Presidents’ 
Cup will be at stake when they meet Wairara-
pa Bush at Te Aroha. Kick-off  is at 2pm.



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

100% 
PURE NZ 
RAW PET 

FOOD
SH26 Matatoki
tamewolf.co.nz

PET FOOD

WVI
Ph: 07 242 4455 (Tues & Wed) or

Email: offi ce@wvi.nz (anytime)
... just leave your contact details 

& we will reply ...
BAY 8, 53 CONSOLS ST, WAIHI

WAIHI VEHICLE INSPECTION
COFs for Heavy Vehicles

By Appointment Tues & Wed

HEAVY VEHICLE COF

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domes� c
Industrial
Commercial
New Installa� ons
Re-Inspec� ons
Electrical WOF’s
Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

ELECTRICIAN

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

GARDEN CARE SERVICES

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

QQuuaannttiittyy SSuurrvveeyyiinngg 
Residential & Commercial Construction

Pre-Construction Services
Estimates • Tenders • Trade Measures

Administration
CCA Progress Claims • Variations • Final Account

imeasure limited
Professional Building Services

Contact James - Ph 027 515 4004
email : imeasure@outlook.com

BUILDING SERVICES

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Heat Pump Cleaning  
Maintenance Check 
Book now for winter 

Contact Mark 
027 839 9941 

absheatpumpcleaning@xtra.co.nz 

HEAT PUMPS

Free Support
& Advocacy 

Stuck in the 
cost of living crisis?

Call us now for an appointment
07 868 5964 • 027 870 7076 

BUDGETING

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SMART HOME 
MAINTENANCE 
& INSPECTIONS

Smart Home maintenance 
and inspection reports

Cost estimates - DIY guides
Trade certifi ed - LBP

Ph: 020 4085 7369  
  smarthomeinsp@yahoo.com

HOME MAINTENANCE

FURNITURE
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Allens United offers “environmentally 
friendly” septic tank cleaning and 

portaloo hire across Hauraki-Coroman-
del. 

Owner Ted Milne took over the Paeroa-
based business in 2015 and since then, 
he’s enjoyed the challenge of the waste 
management business.

“I was looking for an alternative, and 
Allens United was on the market and I 
thought let’s have a go at this,” he said. 

“It’s one of those jobs that has to be 
done. There’s more houses being built 
in the rural areas now than ever before, 
there’s going to be an ongoing issue with 
septic tanks to be cleaned.”

Ted said he’d like to think the future of 
Allens United was with him and his staff 
continuing to provide an honest and reli-
able service for the district.

“Environmentally, we’ve got a lot bet-
ter, we like to think we’re caring for the 
environment,” he said. 

“The portaloo side of the business has 
grown especially, with increased building 
activity in the Thames Valley,” he said. 

“So give us a call for a free, no obliga-
tion quote.”
For more information about liquid waste 
specialist services or portaloo hire, con-
tact Allens United: Ph 0800 862 720 or 
027 442 0067.

Environmentally friendly service
Allens United off ers sep� c tank cleaning and portaloo hire.                                Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

Clapp
Nicole

M 0276 409 005
P 07 868 9820
nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd
Licenced Agent REAA 2008
519 Pollen St, Thames

REAL ESTATE AGENT

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 PLUMBER

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Commercial & Residential

Installation, servicing 
& monitoring

• Intruder Alarms   • CCTV   
• Gate Automation   • Access Control

Paeroa  Thames  Ngatea  Waihi  Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 920 319
E: info@technicall.co.nz

SECURITY SYSTEMS

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES
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ADVERTORIAL

John McKeowen is a bit of a rough 
diamond, but also a social jus� ce 
warrior - a rebel with a cause.  He 
passionately cares for young people 
in his job as assistant caretaker for 
Thames High School (THS), a job 
which he has done since 2019. This 
is why he is running for the THS 
board.
John will bring fresh perspec� ves 
to the board. As groundsman, he 
says, “I have a unique posi� on in 
the school because I’m not in a 
posi� on of authority. Young people 
are open with me. All day, every day 
I get feedback from both students 
and teachers.”
“I can act as a conduit for other 
board members. I am a listener. I 
can provide a voice to the  people 
who don’t usually speak out.” 
“I try to understand everyone’s 
posi� on. Get every angle and then 
go for agreement and resolu� on. 
What’s important for all young 
people is stability, consistency and 
respect.”
As a solo father, John wants THS to 
be the place where his son Keenan 
(7) will be able to thrive.   “When 

Keenan leaves high 
school, I want him 
to be able to think 
for himself, have 
prac� cal skills and 
get on with people 
so he is ready for the 
world.”
Neighbour and 
friend, Donna Fry, 
nominated John 
to be a parent 
representa� ve on 
the board because 
“my daughter goes 
to Thames High and I want the best 
for her.” 
“What I know is that the teachers 
talk to John. The students talk to 
John. Everyone talks to him and the 
students respect him. And because 
he interacts with everyone, he 
knows what’s going on and can put 
forward solu� ons which are best 
for the school.”
“I’m really happy to have John at 
school because I know when things 
go down, John will provide a safety 
net.” 
Tree hugger and petrol head, these 

threads run through John’s working 
life: deep sea fi sherman, forester, 
arborist, builder, CYPFS truancy 
offi  cer, scrap metal recycler, DOC 
island caretaker (Raoul, Stephens, 
Li� le Barrier, and Kauwau), site 
manager at the Seagull Centre, 
community volunteer (President 
of Steampunk the Thames, 
President of Totally Thames Inc., 
Vice President of Bella Street Pump 
House), VETEL instructor and large 
heavy metal ar� st.    
“I’m passionate about riding my 
motorcycle and plan� ng trees. I like 
fi xing stuff . I like making stuff .” John 

McKeowen is a person who gets 
things done. He is happy for you to 
contact or text him on 
021 063 5483.

Please note 
VOTING CLOSES TOMORROW, 
4pm Wednesday 7 September.

If you did not receive the 
electronic vo� ng instruc� ons from 
Thames High School in the email 
to eligible voters on Wednesday 10 
August, please cast your vote for 
John at the offi  ce.

Rebel with a Cause

John, Keenan,  Chloe and the 
Hemi

Kaihere School students “relished” the 
opportunity for a visit from the Akarana 

Caravan Club last month.
The club called into the Hauraki school 

on a Friday and stayed un� l Sunday, where 
they performed a story called Tubby the 
Tuba, and interacted with the students.

“We have a beau� ful school, support-
ive community, and a fantas� c group of 
students, and relish any opportunity to 
share that with our school, local, and wider 
community, so when the Akarana Caravan 
Club asked if they could hold a rally here at 
school we jumped at the chance,” principal 
Richard Reid said.

“With the help of parents, staff  and 
students were able to put on a� ernoon 
tea, dinner, and pudding. Our guests very 
generously made a dona� on of $710 to the 
school for this.”

Mr Reid said many of the children had 
not seen or heard a tuba or piano accordion 
before in person, so they “really enjoyed” 

the Tubby the Tuba performance. 
“Others also really enjoyed cha�  ng with 

our guests and having a look inside their 
caravans and motorhomes.”

Mr Reid said the dona� on from the club 
would be used to further enrich learning 
and experience opportuni� es for students. 

“As much as the Akarana Caravan Club 
members would like to return to our pre-
cious li� le school, we look forward to wel-
coming them back in the future.”

The Akarana Caravan Club told the school 
the Kaihere weekend came with a “wel-
come to remember”. 

“The highlight was mee� ng your super-
friendly, very ar� culate students, who were 
keen to check out our caravans and mo-
torhomes and show us around their school. 

“We loved hearing about their learning 
and exploring the playgrounds, bee hives, 
hen house, gardens and the bush walk,” 
they said.

“Thank you for your hospitality.”

Caravan Club rally at Kaihere
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CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

Want to work for a flexible, service-focused 
organisation where your efforts benefit the 
whole community and where respect, 
commitment, communication and positive 
attitude are fundamental values?

We can offer you a workplace where:
• Work-life balance and flexibility are part of  

 the culture
• Ongoing learning and development   

 opportunities are encouraged
• Your efforts benefit the whole community

We have the opportunity for a Strategic 
Planner and Assistant Strategic Planner to

join our team!

You should have a relevant qualification, be a 
forward thinker, have current knowledge of 
Local Government Act and public policy and 
can effectively collaborate with team 
members, executive leadership, elected 
members, local Iwi and communities.

Or you may be starting out in your career as a 
Strategic Planner and looking for a supportive 
organisation that has a focus on Learning and 
Development.

To view the position descriptions and to 
apply, go to: haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz

Applications close 19 September 2022

Career Opportunities
Full time or Part time

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Woodturners
Cafe

in Ngatea are 
getting busier so 
are  looking for 

another 
Cafe Assistant to 

join the team. 
Variable hours.
Involves one 
weekend day. 
No experience 

required. 
Full training given. 
We pay more than 
the NZ living wage 

for trained staff .
Contact Lorraine 

021 246 9376

Blue and white 
American 

Staffordshire 
puppies.

9 boys $2000 ono 
Contact  Dayna 

anytime 027 306 1212

Kopu Bridge & 
Community Trust

AGM
18 September 2022 
4pm at the St George 

committee room, Mackay St, 
Thames.

All welcome, including 
prospective trustees

SUNSET MOTEL
Thames (Tararu)

Housekeeping staff required
2-3 mornings per week

Rostered work, 
hours negotiable

07 868 8573 or send CV to
bookings@sunsetmotel.co.nz

PAPER 
DELIVERY RUN

Kerepehi
We are seeking someone 

to do deliver our paper 
once every fortnight.

Contact Geoff on 
021 100 8709

or email:
admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

 
BOOKARAMA 

Is Coming! 
Please DONATE 

your old books NOW! 
Zonta is seeking books for Bookarama on 
Friday 21st and Saturday 22nd October 2022.        
 
To donate books contact: 
• Thames: phone Althea on 07 868 9970 
• Ngatea:  phone Murray on 027 273 7963                          
• Paeroa:   Drop off at the "i-site" 
• Thames:      Drop off at The Treasury or ANZ Bank 

 
THANK YOU 

MECHANIC
We require a qualifi ed mechanic to join our friendly, 

fun loving team in Ngatea.
With lots of variety you will be working on a wide 

range of agri machinery, tractors, cars, 
motorbikes & small engines.

Send your CV to admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Handyman

For Sale

Mowing, hedges, 

fencing, gardening, 

carpentry, painting, 

retaining walls, welding, 

waterblasting. Work is 

good quality and I will 

not attempt to work 

outside of my skills. 

Insured. Dennis Schuler 

022 129 0169

Wanted to Buy

GardeningChurch Notice

Public Notice

Public Notice

Stump Grinding. All 

sizes, all areas. Free 

quote. Ph 021 060 7659

Caravans, horse 
fl oats, boats, trailers, 
motorbikes, outboards, 
quads. Any condition, 
anywhere. Ph Steve 027 
622 0011

Hauraki Plains 
Co-operating Parish

Presbyterian - Methodist  
Anglican

Sundays 09:30 a.m
Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Sunday
An inclusive, encouraging 

community of faith 
‘Come and See’

Church Offi ce : 07 867 8466
www.haurakiplainscoopparish.com

Situations 
Vacant

Situations Vacant

The August Mee� ng of the Goldfi elds 
Women’s Ins� tute commenced with 
the Aspira� on and Prayer.  Thoughts 
were given to Carol Cresswell who 
had recently passed away. Carol was 
a great member as well as serving of 
the current commi� ee. 

The Mo� o for the month – “Love, 
trust, friendliness and courage 
are some of the lessons a mother 
teaches you” was read by associate 
member, Colleen Schnuriger. Our 
good deed was for the Foodbank, 
of which 25 items were delivered 
to them. The roll was Sing, Say or 
Pay $1. The members were in fi ts of 
laughter from some of the poems 
etc, and then Dot McHardy read 
a most beau� ful poem that Carol 
Cresswell had wri� en for us, some-
thing that we will all cherish. During 
the month of July, 20 items of rugs 
and twiddlemuff s were delivered 
to the Tararu Rest Home, 240 items 
of prem baby kni�  ng to the new-
born unit at Waikato Hospital and 
36 toys to St John Ambulance for 
the children to comfort them when 
they are in their care. Arrangements 
were made for us to look a� er all the 
kitchen needs for the volunteers on 
Daff odil Day on August 26.

This has been done for many 
years, which we know is much ap-
preciated. Arrangements were also 
made for the upcoming Federa� on 
Bi Annual Mee� ng on September 
6. Raffl  es were won by Bev Schen-
kel, Sue Fah and Val Bowen. August 

is usually our soup lunch, but we 
decided to have a change this year, 
and we bought pizzas from Pizza Hut 
which everyone enjoyed. Unfortu-
nately, as we went out for lunch in 
June for our birthday, and then we 
were unable to hold our July Meet-
ing due to Covid isola� on, Helen Udy 
fi nally presented her report from 
the 101st New Zealand Federa� on 
AGM/Conference. COMPETITIONS: 
BLOOM: 1st Sue Fah, 2nd Helen Udy. 
CLUSTER: 1st Sue Fah, 2nd Helen 
Udy. SHRUB: 1st Helen Udy, 2nd Sue 
Fah. ORCHID: 1st Sue Fah. 
WAIHI
The Waihi Women`s Ins� tute, in 
conjunc� on with Waihi Beach Ins� -
tute, held a Group Day in August. 
The theme for the day was “Around 
the World in eighty Minutes”. Mem-
bers brought along mementos of 
their travels and gave a short talk 
about them. We certainly have some 
well travelled members. Our guest 
speaker, Sherelle Lincoln, shared 
her experiences regarding travelling 
and gave us many a � p regarding 
the naviga� on of airports (especially 
if travelling on your own,) what to 
pack, and some dos and don’ts to 
make your experience memorable.

A couple quizzes and some games 
of Bingo were also enjoyed by all. 
Lynne Maguire was our speaker at 
our August mee� ng, giving us an in-
sight into the art of patchwork and 
showing us examples of the many 
quilts she has made. Members took 

part in the various compe� � ons, 
with the winning items to be en-
tered in the Thames Hauraki Federa-
� ons Bi-Annual compe� � ons to be 
held in September.
KEREPEHI
President Elaine Jolliff e welcomed 
fi ve members to the Kerepehi Wom-
en’s Ins� tute’s August mee� ng. We 
didn’t get started un� l noon as there 
was a problem with the alarm going 
off . Apology from Marion Van Eyk, 
who had supplied our raffl  e and our 
thought for the month. Bev Adam-
son won the raffl  e. Our birthday lady 
was Carolyn Giles, and she had her 
pick from the birthday bag.

The council mee� ng was Sep-
tember 2 and was discussed as we 
are on morning tea. A� er lunch we 
had a talk on what we had brought 
along, our hobbies we had collected.

Elaine has elephants, Bev dia-
mond art pictures she had done, 
Carolyn teddy bears, Debbie sou-
venir teaspoons, Jan had red glass 
ornaments and Kris cats. COMPETI-
TIONS: Sundress: 1st Bev Adamson; 
Pickle: 1st Marion 2nd Jan Edmonds; 
Flowers Bloom: 1st Elaine Jolliff e 
2nd Bev Adamson 3rd Jan Edmonds. 
Spike: 1st Jan Edmonds 2nd Bev A 
3rd Elaine Jolliff e. Shrub:   1st Elaine 
Jolliff e 2nd Jan Edmonds 3rd Bev Ad-
amson. Vegetable: 1st Jan Edmonds 
2nd Carolyn Giles. Herb: 1st Elaine 
Jolliff e 2nd Jan Edmonds 3rd Carolyn 
Giles. Next mee� ng in Bowling Club 
September 9. 

WI makes dona� ons to Foodbank

More than 70 local students 
will ignite the Paeroa War 

Memorial Hall stage on Sep-
tember 14 for a performance as 
part of a new initiative.

The Paeroa Music Project 
was tuned by music teacher 
Roshan Tuivavalagi in May af-
ter Paeroa Christian School re-
ceived $16,000 from the Min-
istry of Education Creatives in 
Schools funding scheme. 

Roshan, who previously 
taught music at Paeroa Chrisi-
tan School, told The Profi le her 
involvement with the Auckland 
Primary Principals’ Associa-
tion (APPA) music festival as 
a primary school pupil amped 
her to put a proposal forward 
for the project. 

“The festival was so foun-
dational in terms of the expe-
rience of how positive it was 

being involved in music,” she 
said. “I wanted to create the 
same opportunities for kids in 
Paeroa because I’ve been here 
for six years and nothing like 
that has happened in our com-
munity on a regular basis.

“I believe every child has a 
voice and if there’s a willing-
ness, they were welcome to 
join, it was defi nitely not based 
on their ability, it was more 
about their enthusiasm.”

Roshan said the participat-
ing students were years four 
to eight and attended Paeroa 
Chrisitan, Paeroa Central, Mill-
er Avenue, St Joseph’s Catho-
lic, Hikutaia and Karangahake 
schools. 

“The students have learnt 
choral singing, waiata and pop-
ular songs they know,” she said. 
“It’s exciting for them and from 
the combined rehearsals you 
get a sense they’re all strartled 

by how they sound together be-
cause for a lot of them it’s their 
fi rst time being involved and 
contributing to a musical expe-
rience at this level. 

“The hope is that this be-
comes an annual initiative for 
our region and help raise the 
profi le of the arts and give the 
children who probably have a 
positive experience with mu-
sic an idea of the opportunities 
they have to take it further.”

Roshan said the Paeroa Mu-
sic Project concert would take 
place at Paeroa War Memorial 
Hall from 6pm to 8pm on Sep-
tember 14.

“It’s primarily for whanau 
of the children participating, 
however extra tickets may be 
available at the participating 
schools,” she said.

Two acts from Waihī College 
are also expected to perform at 
the concert.

By GORDON PREECE

Students set to burst into song
Paeroa Chris� an School students rehearse. INSET: Rohan Tuivavalagi.                 Photos: GORDON PREECE



DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $  incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $ incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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ACROSS 
1 Schematic drawing (7)
4 Disparagement of 

something one cannot
acquire (4,6) 

9 Glossy transparent paint (7)
13 Scarce (4)
14 Nautical yes (3,3) 
15  Human-like sculpture, 

model (6)
16 Seventh-heaven (7)
19 Laid waste to (10)
20 Congenial (8)
21 Thin porridge (5)
24 Food store (6) 
25 Gun kick (6)
27 Indirectly, sidelong (9)
32 Rascality (8)
33 Unit of current (6) 
34 Incapacitate (7)
38 French emperor (8) 
39 Long step (6) 
40 Haul (4) 
41 Wet (5) 
42 Tending to flow; liquid (5)
45 Accept or tolerate whether

or not you want to (4,2,2,4,2)

52 Make reference to (5)
55 X-rated (5) 
56 Monarch (4) 
57 Deserving (6)
58 Piling up (8) 
61 Implement (7) 
62 Keg (6) 
63 Bordering against (8)
66 Made right (9)
68 Incapable (6)
69 Smiles smugly (6)
73 Keen (5) 
74 Combined effort of a 

group (8) 
76 Not vowels (10)
81 Cheese type (7)
82 Small cave (6)
83 Tool for gripping (6)
84 Information (4) 
85 Endeavour (7) 
86 Everlastingness (10)
87 Netted (7)

DOWN 
1 Challenged (5)
2 Antbear (8)
3 Distress signal (6)
4 Proportion (5)
5 Expended (4)
6 Exuberantly joyful (7) 
7 Illicit sexual relationship (6) 
8 Goad (3,2)

10  Curve (4)
11  Without affectation (7)
12 Sibling (6)
17 In particular (10)
18 Knitting stitch (5)
22 Wedding paper (8) 
23 Glaringly vivid (5)
24 Novice (7)
26 Heroic narrative poem (4) 
28 Tedium (7)
29 Learning establishment 

(6) 
30 Charm (6) 
31 Drop steeply (6)
33 Spanish friend (5)
35 Saying (5)
36 Whirl (4) 
37 Japanese garment (4)

43 Modernise (6)
44 Synthetic fibre (5)
46 Eye part (4)
47 Etch (7)
48 Foil (6)
49 Bucolic (5)
50 Sudden violent 
      disturbance (8) 
51 Entices (6)
52 Bitterness, rancour (10)
53 Go bankrupt (4)
54 Gets back (7)
59 Journal (5)
60 Temporary period of calm 

(4) 
64 Played a role (5)
65 Sot (8) 
67 Late (7)
68 Strange (7)
70 Chaste (anag)(6)
71 Lowest (6) 
72 Fish hawk (6)
75 Unite (5) 
77 Yellow-green colour (5)
78 Sedate, decorous (5)
79 Buckle out of shape (4)
80 Exposed (4)
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55 56 57 58

59 60

61 62 63

64 65

66 67 68 69

70 71 72

73 74 75 76 77 78

79 80

81 82 83 84

85 86 87

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Put in a good word for, 10 Scimitar, 15 Estate, 16 Asphyxiate, 17 Farthing, 19 Reverse, 21 
Rebel, 22 Dog eat dog, 25 Uppermost, 27 Capable, 29 Boards, 33 Sloop, 34 Sri Lanka, 36 Identified,
39 New, 41 Insipid, 42 Abroad, 43 Ounces, 44 Afar, 45 Scholar, 48 Salmonella, 53 Sampled, 57 
Urge, 58 Upturn, 59 Income, 60 Colonel, 62 Tin, 64 Fraudulent, 65 Overseer, 66 Hedge, 69 Stable, 70 
Defrost, 71 Cataclysm, 76 Recovered, 77 Extol, 78 Red tape, 83 Elevated, 84 Illuminate, 85 Debtor, 86 
Disperse, 87 Benefit of the doubt. 

DOWN: 2 Unseen, 3 Irate, 4 Ale, 5 Oval, 6 Depress, 7 Oxygen, 8 Dais, 9 Optional, 11 Crafty, 12 
Metropolis, 13 Trio, 14 Regrets, 18 Belladonna, 20 Shed, 23 Smart, 24 Fruitful, 26 Proviso, 28 
Abandon, 30 Clinic, 31 Inform, 32 Angers, 35 Libya, 37 Dared, 38 Diva, 40 Wool, 45 Snuff, 46 
Hogmanay, 47 Ripple, 48 Squandered, 49 Lint, 50 Ominous, 51 Exceed, 52 Limbs, 54 Agog, 55 
Prowess, 56 Energy, 61 Adulterate, 63 Delay, 67 True-blue, 68 Flee, 69 Succeed, 72 Avocado, 73 
Lovers, 74 XXVIII, 75 Aplomb, 79 Taboo, 80 Mess, 81 Mute, 82 Felt, 85 Dye.

86

ACROSS
1 Haunt of wrongdoers 
(3,2,8)
8 Bricklayer’s slurry (6)
14 Lively dance (5)
15 Duteous (8)
16 Gun ammunition (7)
17 Steam bath (5)
18 Capture (3)
19 He was duped by 
Brer Rabbit (4,3)
21 Narrow escape from 
disaster (5,4)
22 Argue (6)
25 Make amends for 
loss, injury (10)
27 Serene (8)
28 Gentle breeze (6)
31 Automatic reaction 
(6)
33 Gemstone (7)
34 Underneath part (6)
35 Stringed instrument 
(4)
37 Ailing (3)
39 Ballad (4)
40 Coincide partially (7)
41 Australian parrot (9)
42 Thick dark brown 
syrup (7)
43 Mesmerism (8)
48 Sledge (8)
52 Lawlessness (7)
56 Put into bank 
account (9) 
57 Place of study, 
training (7)
58 Principal (4)
59 Possess (3)
60 Befoul (4)
61 Activity (6)

62 Student (7)
63 Source (6)
65 Volcano opening (6)
66 Bread factories (8)
68 Passing (10)
71 Helix (6)
72 Charming, 
enchanting (9)
74 Author’s initial 
payment (7)
76 Reduce (3)
79 Merge (5)
80 Gathering together 
of livestock (7)
81 Easy conquest (8)
83 Gains by work (5)
84 Secretly follow (6)
85 Eager; full of 
enthusiasm (4,2,7)
DOWN
2 Trade ban (7)
3 Sequence (5)
4 Frozen water (3)
5 Ninth Greek letter (4)
6 Beyond belief (12)
7 Speaks (5)
8 German white wine 
(7)
9 Foolhardy (4)
10 Good luck charm (6)
11 Carpenter’s tool (5)
12 Anchorage (7)
13 Goods for sale (11)
14 Universal remedy 
(7)
20 Objectionable, 
extremely unpleasant 
(9)
23 Hairlessness (8)
24 Judge, magistrate 
(7)

26 Many-sided figure 
(7)
27 On time (6)
29 Title (7)
30 Blanket-like cloak 
(6)
32 Hard dark wood (5)
34 Clog (5)
36 Power cable tower 
(5)
38 Mexican dish (4)
43 Underworld (5)
44 Red condiment (7)
45 Eject (4) 
46 Whole (6)
47 Breakfast meat (5)
48 Hypotheses (8)
49 Refused to trade 
with (9)
50 Publicity-attracting 
contrivance (7)
51 Defence of being 
elsewhere (5)
52 Naval officer (7)
53 Strikingly visible (11)
54 Sailboats (6)
55 Writing instrument 
(9,3)
64 Monotonous (7)
65 Firework (7)
67 Facial hair (7)
69 Atomic (7)
70 Diocese subdivision 
(6)
71 Long-legged bird (5)
73 Shelf (5)
75 Approximately (5)
77 Honey drink (4)
78 Musical work (4)
82 Former French coin 
(3)

 SUDOKU               66

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                86
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ENTERTAINMENT
Thames playwright making ‘magic happen’
Playwright Kristina Walton 

wrote her new show Legacy 
for a cast of 13, but after wit-
nessing so many “gems” at au-
ditions, the story was rewritten 
to make room for eight more.

All 21 actors will now perform 
Legacy at the Tararu Arts Cen-
tre this month, and Kris-
tina has promised no 
more changes in 
the weeks be-
fore opening 
night. But 
being able 
to adjust 
the script 
on the fl y 
was prob-
ably the 
b i g g e s t 
advantage 
to being the 
p l a y w r i g h t 
and director, she 
said.

“Sometimes magic 
just happens,” she told The 
Profi le. “People get on-stage 
together and they look really 
good, so you want to make the 
most of it, and I’ve got the abil-
ity to come home and add or 
change. But it’s very frustrating 
for the actors, I’m sure.” 

Legacy follows in the foot-
steps of Kristina’s original 
piece, The Manbox, which was 
written before the fi rst Covid-19 
lockdown and also performed 
by Thames Music and Drama.

It tells the story of Doug, 
played by Thames High School 
teacher Ewan Grant Mackie, 
who “ends as miserable as he 
starts” amid winning $23 mil-
lion. 

His children can’t stand him, 
he is fi ghting with his neigh-
bours, and he has no friends. 

Summed up, Ewan’s charac-
ter was an unlikeable lead.

“But unfortunately, 
Ewan is so good 

that I still like 
him even 

though he 
is awful,” 
K r i s t i n a 
said. “I 
don’t re-
deem [the 
character] 
in any way, 

I’m more of 
a pragmatist, 

and I don’t 
think people 

tend to change a 
great deal.” 

Kristina, who lives in the 
Kauaeranga Valley, started 
writing plays when she was 
working at Huntly College. As 
a “brand new” teacher, she had 
no budget to buy a play, so she 
decided to write one.

She taught at Thames High 
until 2017, and she wrote the 
school plays there, too.

Legacy was written at her 
mother’s bedside while she was 
recovering from an operation 
in hospital, and Kristina said it 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

was nice to reconnect with com-
munity theatre.

“In Thames, particularly, 
there is not a lot that happens 
where you can go and be enter-
tained, so I think it’s really nice 
to go and support the people 
that are trying to make that hap-

pen for you. Our cast is incred-
ible. They are really well worth 
seeing.”

Joining Ewan Grant Mackie 
on stage will be a mixture of ex-
perienced, familiar faces, and 
some actors new to Thames Mu-
sic and Drama, she said. 

DETAILS: Legacy will be performed 
in the Tararu Arts Centre from 
September 17-24. Seati ng is lim-
ited, so people are encouraged to 
get their ti ckets early from www.
thamesmad.co.

tre this month, and Kris-
tina has promised no 
more changes in 
the weeks be-
fore opening 
night. But 
being able 

b i g g e s t 
advantage 
to being the 
p l a y w r i g h t 
and director, she 

“Sometimes magic 

ter was an unlikeable lead.
“But unfortunately, 
Ewan is so good 

that I still like 
him even 

though he 
is awful,” 
K r i s t i n a 
said. “I 
don’t re-
deem [the 
character] 
in any way, 

I’m more of 
a pragmatist, 

and I don’t 
think people 

tend to change a 
great deal.” 

On stage will be a mixture of familiar faces and some actors new to Thames Music and Drama. INSET: 
Director and playwright Kris� na Walton.                                                                                           Photos: SUPPLIED


