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‘NIGHTMARE’ TILES‘NIGHTMARE’ TILES
A petition has been started to re-

place the tiles outside Thames’ 
shopping centre after a man passed 
out after slipping on them.

Stuart Floan was leaving The 
Warehouse at Goldfi elds Shopping 
Centre around 6.15pm on a Sunday 
when he was injured after a near-
tumble on the tiles.

“I was carrying some boxes of 
fi rewood, and as I was walking, my 
left leg slid forward quite dramati-
cally,” he recalled.

“I didn’t fall down, but strained 
or pulled something in my upper 
thigh. I made it to the car, and for 
some reason, my body went: ‘Wait 
a minute’. I managed to make it to 
the passenger seat and passed out.

“I think it was the shock to the 
system more than anything else,” he 
said. “In hindsight I thought maybe 
I would’ve been better just falling, 
rather than trying to save myself.” 

Stuart started a poll on a Thames 
community noticeboard Facebook 
page saying he was starting a peti-
tion to get Goldfi elds Mall to re-
place the tiles at its entrance.

“It is only a matter of time until 
someone has a serious injury,” he 
wrote. 

As of August 8, the poll had re-
ceived 537 votes with a unanimous 
decision to “support change”.

“There has to be something done 
because if I fell over and I’m fi t and 
able, for anybody else, it could be a 
nightmare,” he told The Profi le. 

“The bottom line is they need to 
change the tiles. If people don’t feel 

safe to walk in and out of the mall in 
wet weather, that’s not going to just 
impact Goldfi elds, that’ll impact on 
the shops in the mall as well.” 

Goldfi elds manager John Freer 
acknowledged that recently, there 
had been “more issues” with the 
tiles, but they couldn’t apply any 
anti-slip coating until broken tiles 
around the mall had been replaced.

That work has recently been car-
ried out, and further anti-slip coat-
ing will be applied to all of the tiles 
in the “next couple of weeks”. 

“We replaced most of the exterior 
tiles around three years ago, and we 
did use what was the highest non-
slip type available, but we know that 
diff erent types of footwear when 
the tiles are wet can cause slips,” he 
said.

Mr Freer was not sure how long 
the anti-slip coating lasted on the 
tiles, but did say the warranty for 
the product covered fi ve years.

“We make sure to put out signage 
when it’s raining, and I’ve also put 
additional mats down to try to ab-
sorb the water. We have taken pre-
cautions but people need to be care-
ful,” he said. “Even with anti-slip, 
people still need to be careful when 
it’s wet.” 

Stuart Floan said he will be pre-
senting the online poll with its 500-
plus votes to mall management. 

Mr Freer welcomed the engage-
ment.

“People are obviously concerned 
and showing an interest, so it’s good 
that people care,” he said. 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Shoppers are being warned be careful on slippery � les outside 
Goldfi elds Mall in Thames a� er a man was injured. 

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town
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�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
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Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one of 

the display advertisements in 
The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@val leyprof i le.co.nz 
with your full name and postal 
address, and the business 
name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to 
go in the draw to win a Lotto 
ticket. Last week it was in the 
Prescotts ad.

LETTERS We welcome your views - send your letters to the editor to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or our 
office: 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 3600. Letters must include your full name and address, be 250 

words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.

www.readbros.co.nz  
308 Pollen St 

Thames 
07 868 6608

A traditional 
hardware store 

quality goods and 
quality service, 

every time.

A unique collection of kitchen and 
homeware carefully selected each 
season for those who love to gift, 
cook and create.

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design    

Installation    

Service  

0800 4 EFFLUENT       www.williamsirrigation.com

The Valley Profile delivers 
100% local news each 

Wednesday to every letterbox 
in Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, 
Waihī, Thames, Thames 

Coast and surrounding rural 
areas, plus bulk distribution 

Peninsula-wide, reaching 
approximately 35,000 readers.

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Publisher/Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece

Ph 022 174 3988
gordon@valleyprofile.co.nz

ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 
MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN

Ph 021 100 8709
Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA
Ph 07 862 7077

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

OVERWELMING RESPONSE
Overwhelming and concern-
ing is my reaction to the many 
responses via The Valley Profile 
(Mall Manager injured, July 27), 
the likes of the CFM website and 
Facebook page, other local social 
media sites and personal mes-
sages. All of those have expressed 
dismay that such an act occurred, 
others their anger, some have at-
tempted to lay blame while oth-
ers have called for retribution. 

People from all walks of our 
wider community have made con-
tact to discuss what they see as 
an escalating issue. Action is now 
required and that means redirect-
ing those responsible and getting 
them involved in things that will 
provide the opportunity to chan-
nel their actions into positive out-
comes. As a result of having been 
involved with sport, I am aware of 
potential opportunities, and with 
CFM’s John Grant, I have met with 
Shaun George and his supporters 
at the Thames-based Never Sur-
render Club. Through its boxing 
and fitness programmes the club 
instils the principles of discipline, 
hard work and dedication. We 
are going to work with the club 
with the aim of enhancing their 
facilities and getting those young 
people responsible for unaccep-
table behaviour into activities and 
events provided by Shaun and his 
fellow coaches and supporters.
- John Freer, Goldfields Mall 

MALL ASSAULT
This assault (Valley Profile, Mall 
Manager injured, July 27) is a re-
flection on us all as a community. 
Where is our moral compass? 
We ignore our responsibilities 

to support our most vulnerable 
whanau. It takes a village to raise 
a child. Our agencies tick boxes 
or refuse to help as it is outside 
their “pay scale”or their area of 
responsibility. We currently have 
a large family in a motel in tempo-
rary housing. The older children, 
who are teens, were in a unit 100 
metres away from their parents 
down an alleyway. This is the best 
WINZ could offer. On Monday, 
their young mother had a medical 
event and was on life support. 

Overworked Thames Hospital 
staff were superb, however, she 
passed away on August 3. The fa-
ther’s work colleagues are looking 
after the children in one home. 
We are now desperately trying 
to find a home for the family so 
that the children can be together, 
grieve and forge a future. When 
seeking help for the children, I 
was informed WINZ had their own 
dramas and could not help. Our 

lost children and youth are lash-
ing out at a community that has 
denied their existence and alien-
ated them. If this is all the support 
community can offer then look 
in the mirror and see where the 
culpability lies. This is not the gov-
ernment’s problem, this is ours! 
We have a window of opportunity 
to create change. Do we have the 
gumption or the desire to get off 
our couches and do so?

- Adrienne Dalton MNZM, JP, 
Co-General Manager, Te Whangai 

Trust
BRUTAL ATTACK 
A serious assault which could have 
ended as a murder, (Valley Profile, 
Mall Manager injured, July 27). 
New Zealanders are fed up with 
this kind of cowardly, bad behav-
iour from thugs that are running 
wild like mad packs of dogs. What 
is behind this ‘hard done by’ men-
tality that is causing this level of 
violence, theft and nasty attitude 

now in our country? Are people 
reverting to savagery and canni-
balism? Get rid of the tribal pack 
mentality. Add to society instead 
of ripping it off, and taking all you 
can get for nothing. We need to 
start respecting one another, ap-
preciating what we have, move 
on, and work together as one na-
tion without divisions. Otherwise, 
this country of ours will have 
nothing to offer future genera-
tions of New Zealanders, because 
of the violence, dishonesty and 
criminal activity that is constantly 
sucking the life out of our once 
prosperous country.

- Annette Arundel, Waihī

COWARD PUNCH
A reader has raised concerns 
about the use of the phrase “king 
hit” (Valley Profile, Mall Manag-
er injured, July 27) to describe a 
punch to the head from behind, 
as they believe it “glorifies the 
perpetrator”. Instead, it was sug-
gested this type of assault should 
be described as a “coward punch”. 
We apologise for the use of the 
phrase and any offence caused.

HAPPY HENS
Good to have a new paper in the 
area that seems worthwhile. I am 
at Waihī Beach and pick it up from 
the local shops when I remem-
ber. So pleased to read of Happy 
Hens’ business being up and run-
ning again to give service to local 
shoppers and provide a successful 
small business employing people, 
(Valley Profile, Egg-citing journey 
awaits new farm owners, July 27). 
I have been getting eggs from this 
place for many years.

- Helen Meiklejohn, Waihī Beach

Goldfields Mall manager and TCDC Mayoral candidate John Freer 
was assaulted at the mall on July 22.     File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Swisstek Select.

Plus 24 months 
interest free.*
On in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 6.9.22.Any size Swisstek 

Select for the price 
of a single.

The experts in sleep.
*O�er valid to 6.9.22 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good 

faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. *24 Months Interest Free is available on in-store Q Card and Q Mastercard® Flexi Payment Plans & Purchases $999 & over until 6.9.22 Lending criteria, $50 annual account fee, fees, an establishment fee of $55 (first LTF transaction) or a $35 advance 
fee (subsequent LTF transactions) applies. Terms and conditions apply. Minimum payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard interest rate, currently 25.99% p.a., applies at end of interest free period. Rate and 
fees correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Mastercard is a registered trademark and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. See counter for full details. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������    |  PH 07 868 6128

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

Student takes a shine to shoe business
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A 14-year-old student has 
started from the ground up 

to build a shoe shining enter-
prise within his school.

Hauraki Plains College Year 
10 pupil Jared Everett has 
been charging $2 
to shine the shoes 
of his fellow stu-
dents.

The budding 
businessman is 
in a class of his 
own and says the 
response to his 
polished profes-
sion has been “un-
expected”. 

“It’s quite an 
interesting concept; you pay 
a kid in the 1930s a quarter 
and he’ll polish your shoes… 
they didn’t get any praise, did 
they?”

Jared started shoe shining in 
2021 after his attempts at sell-
ing origami didn’t take fl ight, 
but the venture depended on 
students approaching him as 
he walked around the school. 

Now, he has a station set up 
at the college’s hub, and he is 
there almost every lunch and 
morning tea time. 

“I just thought to myself one 
day: the teachers are always 
bugging people to polish their 
shoes, and the kids would 
rather pay someone to do it 

than do it themselves, so why 
don’t I do it?

“I’ve always been shining 
my own shoes because I fi nd it 
therapeutic.”

Jared started out charging 
50 cents to polish a pair of 
shoes, and reckons he’s earned 
anywhere between $50-$70 

since the busi-
ness’ inception.

“People usually 
bug me and ask 
for a free shoe 
shine or say: ‘Will 
you do it for 10 
cents?’ but when 
people do come 
with money, it’s 
really nice,” he 
says.

The 
college’s dress code 
requires boys 
to wear clean, 
black leather 
school shoes, 
and it expects 
students to 
maintain “a 
high standard 
of dress and 
personal pres-
entation at all 
times”.

Jared says if shoes 
are polished, they will 
last longer.

“If you care for them and 
make sure they’re clean, then 
they’ll be good to you and last 
a long time.”

After 
student hub 

administrator 
Amanda Fitzpatrick posted a 
video of Jared hard at work, 
New Zealand shoe care brand, 
Tedd’s, sent him a raft of 

products to use. He has plans 
to continue shoe shining until 
his fi nal year at college, after 
which, he will train up a pro-
tege to carry on the legacy.

“I tried to do business be-
fore - a lot of businesses - and 

I didn’t even get a cent. So, this 
is the only business that’s ever 
worked out for me and that’s 
really amazing,” he said.

“If you care for 
[your shoes] and 

make sure they’re 
clean, then they’ll 

be good to you 
and last a long 

ti me.”
- Jared Everett 

Jared Evere� , 14, has earned at least $50 from his fellow pupils a� er star� ng 
up a shoe polishing profession.  INSET: Jared received a ra�  of Tedd’s products.  

Photos: KELLEY TANTAU
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UNISS Netball Tournament
Thames High School Senior A Netball team will 
be compe	 ng in the UNISS (Upper North Island 
Secondary Schools) Tournament in Pakuranga, 
Auckland from Monday 29 August to Saturday 3 
September.

2022 Thames High netball were the fortunate 
recipients of an ANZ courtside netball grant.

Special thank to ANZ 
for sponsoring 25 new 
uniforms, two sets of 
bibs, four balls and 
three gear bags.

Our Senior A netball 
team will look 
extremely smart taking 
the court in their new uniforms.

Secondary Schools Football 
Tournament
Thames High School senior male football team will 
be compe	 ng in the Secondary Schools Football 
tournament in New Plymouth from 29 August to 
3 September. We have been working hard ge�  ng 
ourselves in prepara	 on for the tournament 
including fundraising with a quiz night at the GBD, 
drive through movie evening at Rhodes Park and 
raffl  es. They will compete against 16 other schools 
from across New Zealand.

Art Students’ Exhibi� on
The Thames High Art students have recently been 
invited to exhibit their work at the Thames Art Society 
Gallery at Tararu. 

The Society aims to promote and foster interest in 
the work of young people on the peninsula so last 
year they had the idea of launching an exhibi	 on to 
help fulfi ll their objec	 ve. 

THS senior students thoroughly enjoyed seeing their 
artwork professionally presented in such a beau	 ful 
gallery se�  ng with the added opportunity of selling 
their work. The three delighted prize winners, Ruby 
Molloy, Baromey Rous and Ava Leathem shared 
prize money of over $2000. 

The Thames High students would like to 
thank the Society for all their hard work in 
promo	 ng and hanging the artwork.
  
To view students artwork, go to 
thameshighart.weebly.com

E.A.R.S Programme 
Educa	 on And Resources by Students (EARS) is a 
programme facilitated by our Guidance Counsellor, 
Ngaio Repia.  The EARS 	 aohi / students respect 
confi den	 ality while walking beside other taiohi 
through their problems showing support and 
understanding.  EARS validate other taiohi in a 
sincere way realising not all problems can be solved 
and not all taiohi want to be helped and can refer 
on to professionals where necessary.  EARS receive 
training to be a support and resource person to the 
taiohi of Thames High School.

Opportuni� es for Students at Thames High School

Te Kura Tuarua 
o Te Kauaeranga

Thames
High School

Photo is of old uniform

Education
International students resubmit at Thames High 

Thames High School has 
reopened its doors with a 

big “konnichiwa” to returning 
international students after two 
years of Covid-19 detention. 

Twelve Japanese and one 
German exchange students 
were welcomed on to the school 
grounds at the beginning of 
term three, and two more Japa-
nese students are expected to 
arrive later in the term.

They join seven Japanese ex-
change students who remained 
at the school during New Zea-
land’s border closures from 
April, 2020. 

Thames High School interna-
tional students director Pauline 
Managh told The Profi le it 
was “very nice” to have them 
back and immersed within the 
school’s culture. 

“A lot of students here haven’t 
seen international students 
being at school so for our year 
nine and tens, it’s just really 
nice,” she said.

“You hear them talk about it 
and interact with them and not 
only is it assisting us fi nancially 
as a school but also it’s actually 
great for our domestic students 
to see that whole globalisation.

“It’s also nice to be busy again 
for myself and have a job that’s 
challenging.”

Pauline said returning inter-
national students would also 
help fi nancially support the 

school’s staffi  ng, resourcing for 
the international department, 
shortfall in operational funding 
and ICT. 

The school worked closely 
with English language school 
Evakona Education’s Thames 
Campus to arrange for the Japa-
nese students to attend Thames 
High School, and worked pre-
dominantly with German agen-

cies for European students, she 
said.

“Evakona Education also or-
ganises the Japanese students’ 
homestays and when it comes to 
the European students, I organ-
ise them all,” Pauline said.

“We will be welcoming more 
international students back next 
year and we’re always on the 
outlook for homestays.”

Pauline said the new interna-
tional students, who come from 
individual schools in their home 
countries, all came to experi-
ence a New Zealand high school 
and would be at Thames High 
School for a short period.

“For the Japanese students 
it’s their summer holiday back 
in Japan so they fl y in, do school 
work and fl y back home,” she 

said.
“We will be doing some lunch 

time activities like badminton, 
volleyball and table tennis, and 
we’ve got spirit week soon as 
well.”

Pauline said more interna-
tional students will arrive next 
year including more from Eu-
rope and Japan, who will stay in 
Thames for longer periods.

Thames High School’s Japanese exchange students with principal Michael Hart (centre).                  Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2009 Toyota Corolla
1.8 Ltr, Auto, NZ New

$6,990
Only

$6,990

2004 Honda Legend
Auto V6, Low 132 kms, 
REDUCED TO SELL

Now

ARRIVING

2015 Holden Captiva
2.4 Ltr Auto, 45 km, One Owner
Immaculate Condition

 

1990 Daihatsu Delta
2.5 Ltr 5 Speed Diesel Camper,
Fully fi tted, Ready to GO

$18,000

2013 Suzuki Splash
1.2 Ltr Auto, 74 km, Economy

$9,990

2014 Ford Fiesta
1 Ltr Auto Turbo, 

$12,990
Now Only

2009 Mazda ‘6’ S/Wagon
Auto, PRICED TO CLEAR

$5,990
Only

2002 Mini Cooper
Auto Coupe, Rare Model, 
ARRIVING

$6,990

Award for 20 years of search and rescue
After roughly 150 search 

and rescue missions, Dar-
ren Butler has roped in two 
decades with Waihī Land 
Search and Rescue (Land-
SAR).

The current chairman of the 
voluntary organisation, which 
has 22 full time volunteers, 
told The Profile a love of 
camping, hiking, running and 
mountain biking led him to 
join 20 years ago.

“I’ve always enjoyed being 
outdoors in the bush and a 
friend of mine who’d been 
involved in search and res-
cue for a few years suggested 
I come along for a look and 
pretty much instantly got 
hooked,” he said.

“The things that appeal are 
the challenges of trying to 
find where the missing par-
ties may be or where they may 
have gone, linking clues and 
information as it builds a bit 
of a picture to try and figure 
it out. “You get the best of 
both worlds, doing something 
I enjoy and feeling like you 
can make a difference to oth-
ers who may be missing or 
injured.”

Darren, who works for 
Alitech Window Systems in 
Waihī, said three multi-day 
missions to locate missing 
individuals were the most 
memorable. These include 

Darren Butler receives his award from LandSAR NZ’s Louise Beaumont.                                      Photo: SUPPLIED                                       

By GORDON PREECE

a week-long search in the 
Kauaeranga Valley in 2006, a 
four day search in the Hunua 

Ranges in 2012 and a five day 
search in Tūrangi in 2017.

“Most of those were in very 

cold, wet conditions which is 
often the case,” he said.

“In Tūrangi, it’s a much 

colder climate compared 
to what we’ve got here. All 
the bush was just so dense 
down there and around the 
Kauaeranga Valley, it’s very 
steep terrain pushing into 
thick bush off trail.

“They all had different re-
sults… but I was sometimes 
amazed with how someone 
can remain out in a very un-
pleasant environment for 
several days and still be found 
alive.” Darren, who’s also an 
associate member of Waihī 
Beach Surf Lifesaving Club, 
said the public support over 
the years had been “amazing”.

“We’ll often get letters of 
thanks and cards, just ex-
pressing their gratitude, and 
it’s very rewarding from that 
perspective,” he said.

“You sort of think if your 
own family members were 
lost or injured out there, 
you’d certainly want someone 
to go and help them out.”

Darren also said Waihī 
LandSAR’s new ute donated 
by OceanaGold in June had 
also received public support 
with Waihī Auto Services 
supplying the canopy and 
towbar for free and Waihī 
Family Doctors covering its 
insurance. He has no plans to 
abandon his search and res-
cue career and will continue 
training new volunteers and 
help build the group’s new 
search and training base.  
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free courses • free transport

Depressed? Stressed? 
Out of sync with the world?

Be like Richard...

www.valleyeduca� on.co.nz

Valley Educa� on
Call or text us

07 868 7892 
027 314 1577

Hi guys, just wanted to drop you a line and say thanks. I did some courses with you in 2014, a couple 
of level 1 courses and a level 2 mechanical engineering one.
I was at a pre� y nega� ve � me in my life, bad rela� onship, lost job etc. I had previously always worked 
in less hands-on jobs and found work stressful. I gained so much confi dence and enthusiasm for 
life in the � me I studied with Valley Educa� on. I was able to complete my work ahead of schedule 
and use the equipment to prac� ce on my own projects. This got me really enthused with star� ng a 
business and working for myself. There was a small business workshop in Thames that we went to 
with Valley Educa� on and by the end of the year I was full of confi dence, enthusiasm and direc� on. 
Since then I have con� nued studying. I did my level 3 in Organic Hor� culture and level 4 Small 
Business Management by correspondence through SIT. I used the confi dence in my prac� cal skills 
while I did correspondence, rebuilding an old sawmill and renova� ng a house in Tokoroa. I have 
con� nued studying, comple� ng a diploma in sustainable development through Open Polytechnic 
in 2016, and am now only a couple of months away from comple� ng my Bachelors in Applied 
Science (Environment).
In March this year I moved down south to Otago with my partner. We have bought 26 acres and 
begun the journey of star� ng our own farm and working towards organic cer� fi ca� on. We began 
building our dream house in January with the sawmill I restored. I wanted to take the � me to 
thank VETEL for the environment you provided back 4 years ago. To a degree I ended up on your 
door because I was depressed, stressed and out of sync with the world I was living in. In my � me 
with you I met real people, I learned prac� cal hands on skills. I developed confi dence to go a� er 
both the knowledge and the skill-sets that I need. There are lots of places that will teach you what 
to think, or what to do. I feel Valley Educa� on showed me how to access knowledge and apply it 
prac� cally. 
Your contribu� on will always mean a lot to me. Cheers Richard

GRAHAM O’BRIEN 
Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Youth MPs put stamp on Parliament
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Anna Tukuitoga, 18, in the speaker’s chair at Parliament, le� , and with Coromandel MP Sco�  Simpson in Parliament.           Photos: SUPPLIED

Two Youth MPs hailing from 
the Thames Valley had 

the same word to describe the 
General Debate they took part 
in at Parliament: “terrifying”.

Thames High School student 
Tyler Groenewald, 17, and 
Hauraki Plains College student 
Anna Tukuitoga, 18, were se-
lected as representatives for 
the 10th New Zealand Youth 
Parliament, running from 
March 1 to August 31. 

At a two-day event at the 
Beehive in July, the pair had to 
present a three-minute speech 
in the same debating cham-
bers as those used by elected 
politicians. 

“I was absolutely terrifi ed,” 
Tyler told The Profi le.

“It was the most overwhelm-
ing feeling ever but it was 
such a good environment. I’ve 
always done speeches and de-
bating, but [Youth Parliament] 
was the biggest scale I’ve done 
it on,” she said. 

“It was so surreal.” 
Youth Parliament is held 

every three years, and is an 
opportunity for young New 
Zealanders to learn fi rst-hand 
about democracy and deci-
sion-making.

This year, the 139 par-
ticipants took part in mock 
debates, attended caucus ses-
sions, sat in on select commit-

tees, and asked oral questions 
of ministers. 

Anna, an award-winning 
country singer from Paeroa, 
was the Youth MP for Na-

tional’s Coromandel MP Scott 
Simpson. 

“Being a performer, I went 
in and thought I would be all 
good and represent my family 

and culture and do it justice… 
and then I got up, and I was 
shaking,” Anna said of her de-
bate experience.

“It was so terrifying… and 

it was so annoying because it 
was a pretty good speech and 
I didn’t deliver it the way I 
wanted to.” 

CONTINUED P7

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the Valley 

Profi le are available
for purchase, contact us today!

editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz 
0204 0944 853
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Dear Thames 

Coromandel 

District Council 

Staff Members

I appreciate you taking 
the time to read this note. 

As a Mayoral candidate I 
wish to provide background 
on matters I will raise 
during the coming local 
body election campaign. It 

is important to me to fi rmly 
engage with council staff  as your 
support is vital if, as the incoming 
Mayor, I am to lead our council 
forward in a positive manner.
You may realise that I have been 
around long enough to understand 
that some staff  will come on 
board immediately, others will be 
sceptical, while some will determine 
a completely diff erent direction. 
Up front I am advocating change 
and in doing so looking to discover 
new opportunities for you as staff  
members which will benefi t our many 
stakeholders, partners and the entire 
Coromandel Peninsula.
Inclusion is critical for me, it extends 
to staff  along with our residents 
and ratepayers, our councillors, 
community board representatives 
and the many groups and 
communities who have an interest 
in our region. During my career I 
have always placed considerable 
emphasis on working with people, if 
successful in October the same will 

apply to council.

Change to me is being driven by 
many factors from Government’s 
indications on local government, 
our current global fi nancial impacts, 
challenges and opportunities 
arising from matters ranging across 
climate change to social community 
impacts. Subsequently, I will be 
recommending – and discussing 
during the election campaign, a 
realigned four tier structure based 
on communities, infrastructure, 
economic development/planning, 
and governance - including 
fi scal management, stakeholder 
development and communications.
This structure has been developed 
in consultation with a wide range of 
people representing those who have 
a real interest in how we should 
work to shape our community of the 
future. My vision is quite clear: “To 
ensure the Coromandel Peninsula 
continues to be one of the most 
beautiful places to live, work, holiday 
or visit.” This applies to you as a 
council staff  member just as it does 
to every other council stakeholder.
You are going to have a new CEO 
and a new Mayor – the Mayor and 
the Councillors set the governance, 
the CEO with you delivers the 
agreed outcomes. Critical to 
achieving this is the council culture 
– at the council table and across the 
entire staff  – to achieve this takes 
real leadership, involves everyone 
and includes everyone. My aim is 
for you to want to come to work, be 

proud of what you do, and want to 
tell the world about it.
Now, this all sounds good – but you 
are allowed to be a little sceptical. 
There are going to be challenges 
and there will be times when not 
everyone agrees with every decision 
made and you may not like the 
resulting outcomes – I do promise 
that I will ensure everyone has the 
chance to be heard. We all need 
to be cognisant of the need for 
council’s business and fi nancial 
strategy to ensure council’s viability 
into the future. 
Here is the exciting part – we know 
we live and work in a very special 
part of New Zealand with signifi cant 
populations on our doorstep. This 
does present challenges - but also 
new and exciting opportunities. 
If successful, I look forward to 
developing these with you and 
bringing them to reality. My contact 
details are attached so please feel 
free to make contact if you would 
like to discuss this further.
Kind Regards
John Freer – Mayoral Candidate, 
Thames 
Coromandel 
District Council
Authorised 
by John 
Freer – 102 
Russell Bruce 
Place, RD1 
Onemana, 
0274 839 426

John Freer Mayoral Campaign
Open Letter to Thames Coromandel District Council Staff 

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Come check out 
our New Season stock

100 percent pure wool 
marl quarter zip 

jumper by Berlin. 
Check out our extensive 

new season knitwear range 
in-store now.

Anna didn’t know what she 
was getting herself into when 
she submitted her application 
to Mr Simpson, but “some-
how, he liked mine”, she said.

“I think we’re lucky in this 
society now because we have a 
lot to talk about. 

“I don’t know a lot about 
politics, but I think I’m going 
to get into it more.” 

Tyler was the Youth MP for 
Waikato Act List MP James 
McDowall, who is also Act’s 
spokesperson for immigra-
tion - a role that Tyler felt was 
important to learn more about 
due to her family’s arrival to 
New Zealand from South Af-
rica in 2006.

“I was in the canteen line at 
school when I got the phone 
call [for Youth Parliament] 
and I started crying straight 
away. I didn’t believe it at first; 
it didn’t quite set in until I was 
there,” she said.

Tyler has lived in Thames 
for three years and is planning 
to pursue a double degree in 
commerce and education at 
the University of Waikato.

She said her passion for 
politics was ignited last year, 
after getting the “opportunity 
to take it seriously”.

“I’ve always been politically 
inclined but I never really 
knew what you could do with 
it. Being an MP seems so far 
out of reach… but we want to 
show people that this is a path 
that can happen.

“Getting into government is 

still difficult, but there are op-
tions from a young age.”

Both Tyler and Anna encour-
aged more young people to get 
involved with Young Parlia-
ment when it comes around 
again in 2025.

“Trying never hurt anyone, 
and it’s so worth the anxiety,” 

Tyler said. 
“At the end of the day, it is 

only 500 words to get in, 500 
words to speak, and you have 
the most amazing experience 
of your life.”

CONTINUED FROM P6

Tyler Groenewald and her MP James McDowall during a visit to 
Mount Maunganui, Tauranga, and meeting Prime Minister Jacinda 

Ardern, right.  
Photos: SUPPLIED
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife

Farmers prompted to explore hemp
A focus on the health industry 

would be ideal to start grow-
ing Hauraki-Coromandel’s in-
dustrial hemp Industry.

This was one of the topics 
discussed during New Zealand 
Hemp Industry Association’s 
(NZHIA) fi nal presentation of its 
iHemp Investment and Discov-
ery Tour of the North Island at 
Thames Civic Centre on August 
3. 

The presentation aimed to in-
troduce Hauraki-Coromandel 
businesses and entrepreneurs to 
industrial hemp’s economic and 
sustainability potential.

NZHIA chair Richard Barge, 
who lives in Paeroa, led the pres-

entation. He told the audience 
of about a dozen people, who at-
tended in person and online, that 
the Hauraki-Coromandel area 
was ideal for growing industrial 
hemp for health products.

“You want to be growing un-
pollinated plants, which means 
you’re in sync with the local 
economy and there’s a lot of in-
frastructure you’ve already got in 
this area,’’ he said.

“As you go across the Hauraki 
Plains, you’re probably a little 
damp in the peat because when 
we’re growing we don’t like wet 
feet; it needs to be a well drained, 
sandy loam type soil.”

Richard said for primary sec-
tors to grow industrial hemp 
under the Misuse of Drugs Act’s 

industrial hemp regulations a li-
cence was required, which can be 
for both cultivation and process-
ing.

“If you were possessing hemp 
seed, you would need to have a 
licence to have your processing 
facility fi t for purpose to allow 
you to store and work with hemp 
seeds,” he said.

“Those processing licences are 
the same as a general cultivating 
licence, $511 including GST but 
last for three years, so not a huge 
cost.

“The big opportunity there is 
we get full plant utilisation so 
there’s no waste streams and 
there’s revenue streams from all 
those parts of the plants being 
realised in the food, fi bre and 

health sectors.”
Benefi ts of industrial hemp for 

farmers could include the fact 
it was a gross nitrogen feeder 
making it a good dairy rotation 
when grown between October 
and December and harvested 
in March, he said. “There’s also 
other reasons to grow industrial 
hemp and we talk about the fi -
bre remediation reason, so that’s 
cleaning and conditioning soil so 
lifting heavy metals, reprogram-
ming soil so it could be produc-
tive again,” he said.

“Especially in a food rotation, 
conditioning soils and breaking 
compacting soils up with a long 
tap root.

“All of these things occur via 
industrial hemp growing on the 

farm, we need some New Zealand 
specifi c information especially 
about crop rotations and what’s 
the eff ect on follow on crops.”

Richard said if more farmers 
could get on board with the in-
dustrial hemp industry, NZHIA 
could then also manage the in-
dustry’s scale.

“Then we have the opportunity 
to really understand what the 
user’s paying point is, what they 
need, and they can then provide 
specifi cations,” he said.

“So it’s a very interesting time 
and that’s where we’re getting 
that collaboration going because 
we as the hemp industry repre-
sent the raw ingredient and the 
public just need to be aware of us 
as a new raw material.”

By GORDON PREECE

NZHIA chair Richard Barge wears 
clothing made from hemp for the 
presenta� on. INSET: A variety of 

hemp products on display.
Photos: GORDON PREECE
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

N�� ��������� ����� 
JUST ARRIVED 

L������ ������ ��� �������. 

Come and see us for a deal

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Farmer confi dence has fallen in the 
last six months according to Feder-

ated Farmers’ July survey. 
More than 1200 New Zealand farmers 

responded to the survey, with a net of 
47.8 per cent considering current eco-
nomic conditions to be bad, down 55.6 
points from the January survey. 

Federated Farmers president and 
and trade/economy spokesperson An-
drew Hoggard said infl ation and supply 
chain disruption fallout from Covid-19 
and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine con-
tributed to farmers’ drop in confi dence. 

“Continued concern over the pace and 
direction of government reform and 
regulation, not to mention staff  short-
ages, are also contributing to uncertain-
ty and gloom,” he said.

Farmers identifi ed climate change 
policy, the emissions trading scheme, 
regulation and compliance costs, and 
biosecurity amid foot and mouth dis-
ease concerns as their top concerns 
and wanted the government to con-
front these issues. Additional concerns 
included fi scal policy and the economy 
and business environment. 

Over the next 12 months, a net 53.1 per 
cent of respondents expect their profi t-
ability to decline, up 11.9 points on the 
January, 2022, survey when a net 41.2 
per cent was expected to decline. 

Mr Hoggard said this was expected 
given the squeeze from higher input 

costs and high commodity prices re-
treating. 

“What’s also worrying is that for the 
fi rst time in our survey’s history we’ve 
recorded a net negative score for pro-
duction expectations,” he said. 

“A net 0.5 per cent of farmers who 
answered our questions expect their 
production to decline over the next 12 
months, down 2.3 points on the Janu-
ary result.”

A net 54.6 per cent of respondents ex-
pected their spending to increase over 
the next 12 months, a slight increase 
from the January survey.

“This will be due to infl ation of input 
prices rather than spending on more 
goods and services,” Andrew Hoggard 
said.

With farmers, like other New Zea-
landers, having to pay more interest, a 
net 15.3 per cent of survey respondents 
expected their debt to reduce over the 
next 12 months, down 15.6 points from 
the January survey when the fi gure was 
30.9 per cent.

The Federated Farmers survey indi-
cated a slight ease in the labour market 
but according to Andrew Hoggard was 
“still very tight.”

 A net 44.3 per cent of respondents 
reported it had been harder to recruit 
skilled and motivated staff  over the past 
six months, down 4.3 points on the Jan-
uary survey.

Farmers’ concerns 
grow in six months

RuralRural LifeLife
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All New Husqvarna 120 TK4-P  
4m Battery Telescopic Polesaw 

BLi 10 battery and 
QC80 charger 

Split Shaft for Transportation 
 $715 INC GST

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
prescottsgarages.co.nz021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

Prescott Garages 
1 Hikuai Settlement Road

Husqvarna TS242TXD 
42” Fabricated Mower Deck 

Kawasaki Engine 
Hydrostatic Transmission with Diff  Lock 

5 year domestic warranty 
Special price of $8000 INC GST

Husqvarna TC138T 
38” cut rear catcher 

Powerful Husqvarna series engine  
Hydrostatic Transmission 
5 year domestic warranty 

Special price of $7750 INC GST

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. We also demonstrate and deliver. 

Husqvarna 460 Rancher 
60cc engine 

20” bar 3/8 chain 
5 domestic warranty 

Special price of $1369 INC GST 

SAVE 
$890

SAVE $340

SAVE $300

WHILE 
STOCKS 

LAST

Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz                  Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea o�ce every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on pro�t and wealth development

Principal finds new beginnings at Matatoki
Hine Viskovich has taken 

up her first post as prin-
cipal at Matatoki School, after 
the Covid-19 pandemic put her 
priorities into perspective.

It was 1986 when Hine began 
teaching in Auckland at age 
20. She had stints in Mangere, 
Henderson, and New Lynn be-
fore the opportunity came up 
to obtain her first principal-
ship at the rural school south 
of Thames.

“One of the things I learned 
from Covid was about prior-
itising things, and nature be-
came really important for my 
well-being,” she told The Pro-
file. “We bought a bach in Te 
Puru about a year ago, and it 
got to the point when on Sun-
days when we had to go home, 
I hated going back to the hustle 
and bustle of Auckland.

“When I saw this position, it 
just felt right, so even though it 
was about a year ahead of our 
plan, I took the opportunity.”

Hine spent her childhood 
summers exploring the streams 
around Thames. Her parents 
were avid “rockhounds” while 
she and her siblings were “peb-
ble puppies”, she said.

For the past two terms, 
she has been living along the 
Thames Coast. Her husband, 
Nino, will join her at the end of 
the year.

“I’m a beginning principal, 
and it sort of feels quite strange 
to be beginning something at 
56… but it’s been really invig-

orating and refreshing and I’m 
on a whole new journey,” she 
said. 

Hine has spent the past 36 
years in the education field. She 
did try a different career once, 
but she found herself wait-
ing for the chime of a bell to 
indicate the start of her lunch 
break. 

She lasted “one term” in an 
office environment, and went 
back to teaching.

“I’m just really passionate 
about making a difference for 
children, and the biggest shift 
for me recently is actually 
thinking beyond the child and 
more about teachers, because 
they have the most impact out 
of any resource a child at school 
has access to,” she said. 

“So, by supporting them and 
building them up and keeping 
their passion alive, your arms 
just get that much longer.” 

Hine also made note of the 
“strong relationship” she has 
witnessed between Matatoki 
School and its community, a 
sense of involvement she said 
she hasn’t had at any of the oth-
er schools she has worked at.

“Some of our parents play re-
ally key and important roles in 
the daily running of the school,” 
she said. 

“The next step is I want to 
formalise those parent helpers 

Hine Viskovich has inherited a raft of projects at Matatoki School, including the recent construction of a 
new car park to alleviate access concerns.                                  Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

as friends of the school.”
Hine has inherited a raft of 

projects at the school on State 
Highway 26, including the re-
cent construction of a new car 
park to alleviate concerns over 
the lack of safe access to the 
school.

Board of trustees chair Elliot 
Burton said safety had been a 
big focus for the school, and 
over the past number of years, 
its board and community had 
been working to get a new car 
park funded and approved.

The project cost $310,000  
and was funded in part by the 
Ministry of Education, contri-
butions from the school board 
of trustees, student fundrais-
ing, and funds from the sale of 
the Matatoki Hall in 2019.

Also in the works at the 
school is a new recreational 
court facility, which is nearing 
completion. 

“Our school has seen a 
steady roll growth, so we are 
in the process of improving the 
school’s infrastructure, with 
construction aiming to start in 
late 2022 on our new admin 
building with a covered out-
door learning space for chil-
dren,” Mr Burton said.

“All of these projects wouldn’t 
be possible without the great 
support from the community 
and local companies that have 
gone the extra mile to help us, 
so, we want to say thank you 
to everybody that has been in-
volved.” 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

If you would like to support our Daffodil Day feature in the 
August 24th edition, contact Nikki: 

Ph 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Cancer Society.

HELP US 
SUPPORT 
DAFFODIL 

DAY
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We Care Community 
Trust Grant Funding 

In tough times we are here to help 
 

We Care Community Trust is a recently licensed 
gaming machines’ society operating from Punters 
Sports Bar in Thames. We Care has funding available 
for qualifying organisations in the local community. 
Applications are now being received and considered 
by the Directors of We Care Community Trust in 
accordance with their authorised purpose statement 
and the funds that are available. Applications close at 
the end of each month for consideration the following 
month. 
 

Applications can be obtained online from: 
https://wecare.org.nz/ or from  

Punters Sports Bar 
719 Pollen St 

Thames 
 

WVI
WAIHI VEHICLE INSPECTION

COFs for Heavy Vehicles
By Appointment Tues & Wed

Ph: 07 242 4455
(Tues & Wed)

or
Email: offi ce@wvi.nz 

(anytime)
... just leave your contact details 

& we will reply ...
BAY 8, 53 CONSOLS ST

WAIHI

Boating president to stand for Mayor

Eric Carter, who resides in Te Mata, is vying to become TCDC’s next Mayor.                      Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Eric Carter has never gone for 
a job and missed. His next 

career ambition? Becoming the 
mayor of Thames-Coromandel 
District Council.

Nominations to stand for coun-
cil at this year’s local body elec-
tions close on Friday, and Eric, 
who resides in Te Mata along the 
Thames Coast, said the idea to 
throw his hat into the ring had 
been brewing for some time.

“Being on the Shoreline Man-
agement Plan panel at the council 
for the last 18 months, I’ve seen 
how the council operates, and 
with the Mayor standing down, it 
got me more interested,” he told 
The Profile.

Eric, who is in his fourth term as 
president of the Waikawau Boat 
Ramp Society, has had a variety of 
jobs, starting as a shepherd on his 
gran’s farm at age 14. 

After helping run a New Zea-
land seed company, he started his 
own seed business in Cambridge. 
He then sold the business and 
spent seven years building hay 
barns and farm sheds, until the 
2006 financial crisis forced the 
trade into a steep decline. 

“I had a beautiful boat that had 
been sitting in the driveway, but 
because I’d been working so hard, 
it had never been used,” Eric said. 
“So, I took up my hobby of fishing 
as my job, and I came to Thames, 
got my skippers ticket, and now 
we run two boats and do about 
450 trips a year.”

He started his charter fishing 
company, Snapper Express, in 

2011, and said his business back-
ground would help him if he ob-
tained the district’s top job.

“You must have a financial back-
ground to know that to spend a 
dollar and make a dollar is not the 
same thing. It might sound ho-
listic, but I like to think a mayor 
looks after the social, cultural, 
physical, and safety of their com-
munity - that, with financial well-
being,” he said.

“Some people wait years to get a 
pothole fixed outside their drive-
way - that’s a safety thing, and 
those things need to be addressed 
instantly, but there are other ma-
jor projects that, if we can’t afford 
to do it, should we string ourselves 

out in these economic times to do 
them?” 

If successful for the mayoralty, 
Eric said getting rid of the “high-
falutin” style of communication at 
council was key, while central gov-
ernment’s Three Waters proposal 
for the Coromandel was “an abso-
lute no-go”.

“A lot of people want change 
when they get a new council. 
The thing about it is, change for 
change’s sake costs more than 
what it’s worth,” he said. “Some-
times, we try to reinvent the wheel 
when all we need to do is balance 
the wheel to get it back on track.”

He also made note of outgoing 
Mayor Sandra Goudie, and praised 

the other mayoral nominees for 
their “passion” to represent their 
communities.

“We’ve had a mayor who has 
been very hands-on and very out-
there and public, and although 
not everybody agrees with her 
personal stances, she has actually 
done some good things in the Co-
romandel, and I believe a mayor is 
there to lead people and make de-
cisions,” he said.

“So, good luck to everybody, and 
good on everybody for having the 
passion to stand for mayor.”

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

In Brief
CANCER SUPPORT EVENT
The Ngatea Lions are holding a 
fundraising Cancer Support Morn-
ing Tea at the Ngatea Memorial 
Hall at 10am on August 24. All 
funds raised will support local 
cancer services as well as the 
Lions Cancer Lodge in Hamilton. 
Entry of $5 includes a delicious 
morning tea and there will be 
door raffles, quickfire raffles and 
a guest speaker.  In past years the 
Hauraki Plains Lioness Club ran 
this successful fundraiser, but as 
they are now closed, the Lions 
Club of Ngatea will be the organ-
iser. 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS
Chorus is working with Hauraki 
District Council to bring its cabinet 
art programme to the district and 
is calling for designs from local 
artists. Artists whose designs are 
chosen will get paid according to 
the size of the cabinet. Council 
says it’s a great opportunity to 
help beautify Hauraki streets and 
promote the work of local artists. 
More info: chorus.co.nz/commu-
nity/cabinet-art-programme. De-
sign submissions close August 31.

FREEDOM CAMPING
Thames-Coromandel District 
Council is currently reassess-
ing which council-managed and 
owned areas around the Coro-
mandel Peninsula can support 
freedom camping. Council is 
calling for feedback on the draft 
Freedom Camping bylaw, with 
consultation running until Sep-
tember 2. Under the Freedom 
Camping Act, freedom camping is 
allowed anywhere on public land 
except where it has been either 
prohibited or restricted.
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

18 Arney Street, Paeroa $589,000

• 3 bedrooms with private rear deck, open plan
• Woodburner in living & heatpump in master brm
• Lovely outlook, Double garage, 708m2 section

RG1971 1213

19 Neil Street, Paeroa $875,000

• 3 bedrooms, master has walk in robe & ensuite
• Open plan living, scullery, heat pump, dble garage
• 741m2 (more or less) beautifully maintained

RG1967 1223

29 Te Mata Drive, Thames $1,125,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 2-2:30PM

NEW

LISTING

Located in a peaceful, quiet cul de sac just 20kms north of Thames along the Thames Coast. This perfectly
presented home offers open plan dining & living spaces with beautiful bush views. There is a second separate
lounge area that leads to the Master bedroom featuring a walk in wardrobe & ensuite.

RT5722 2323

41 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea $849,000

NEW

LISTING

• 2517m2 (m or l) Residential section
• 1 Internal garage + Separate 2 Bay shed
• Savvy Solar savings

RN1440 2213

71 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea $765,000

NEW

LISTING

• Modernized 1967 home/2 heat pumps/Fire place
• Upgraded kitchen & bthrm/New carpet/HRV
• Fenced 809m2 section(m or l)Sngle grge/wrkshp

RN1439 1113

204 Parawai Road, Thames $760,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

NEW

LISTING

When you walk in the front door it's like WOW. The spacious open plan living area has been totally freshened up
and a stylish new kitchen has been installed. This light & bright living area features polished timber & tiled
floors and is toasty warm with a heat pump, and a pot belly stove.

RT5723 1123

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Universities, polytechnics, 
industry training organi-

sations (ITO’s), defence force 
and local employers are among 
those set to present work and 
education opportunities at a 
returning careers expo.

The CanDo East Waikato 
Careers and Employers Expo 
will be open to the public at the 
Thames Civic Centre on August 
18 after two years of Covid-19 
disruptions. 

CanDo chairman Warren Sly 
told The Profile he believed 
all areas of the Thames-Coro-
mandel and Hauraki District 
job market had been “suffer-
ing” during the past few years 
because of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, especially the hospital-
ity sector.

“We’re going to have quite a 
good employer representation 
there with job offers, and peo-
ple will have the opportunity 
to come and speak face to face 
with them which is great,” he 
said.

“[The exhibitors] are all ex-
tremely excited to be coming 
after everything has been shut 
down for the past three years.”

Warren said around 35 ex-
hibitors had so far registered 

CanDo expo 
set to return

Age Concern New Zealand 
has launched a new brand 

to attract new people through 
the door, but says it remains 
true to their core business of 
supporting older kiwis to live 
their best lives.

Age Concern New Zealand 
chief executive Karen Billings-
Jensen said the brand refresh 
was timely because the charity 
had changed significantly since 
it launched more than 70 years 
ago. “The makeup of Age Con-
cern’s  population has changed 
too - we’re getting older, living 
longer, and we’re more diverse 
than ever before,” she said.

Leadership, mana, and com-
munity were the qualities the 

new brand represented, she 
said. “The bold contemporary 
design uses individual Huia 
feathers to suggest the mana of 
our older adults and the leader-
ship role Age Concern takes. 

“The circle of three feathers 
portrays the concept of com-
munity, friendship, and re-
spect—all things we value and 
uphold.”

Age Concern Hauraki-Coro-
mandel therefore has changed 
its logo to reflect the national 
connection with Age Concern 
New Zealand. 

However, not only has the 
logo changed for Age Concern 
Hauraki-Coromandel, so too 
has the office address.

The new office is located at 
the Thames Civic Centre, 200 
Mary St, but still has the same 
postal address and phone num-
ber.

The office is open Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
9am-3pm.

On August 1, the first day 
open at the Civic Centre, there 
was on offer coffee, cake and 
companionship provided by 
the Chinwag Thames group.

Age Concern New Zealand 
is a charity dedicated to peo-
ple over 65, their friends, and 
whānau. It promotes dignity, 
wellbeing, equity and respect 
and provide expert information 
and support services.

Changes afoot for Age Concern
Chinwag Cafe members celebrate the opening of Age Concern’s new office in Thames.                 Photo: SUPPLIED

By GORDON PREECE

for the event, which was open 
to 60 exhibitors.

Busloads of local high school 
students were expected to at-
tend with the buses financially 
supported by Thames-Coro-
mandel and Hauraki District 
councils, he said.

“The school’s have found it 
to be very effective for their 
students and the expo’s grown 
over the years,” he said.

“From 3pm we’ll be focused 
on adult jobs and education 
opportunities.”
DETAILS: CanDo East Waikato 
Careers and Employers Expo, 
Thames Civic Centre, 200 Mary 
St, August 18, 9am to 6pm, free 
event, visit www.candothames.
org/register-your-stand-now to 
register a stand, for further in-
formation contact Warren Sly, Ph 
021 772 351.

Warren Sly
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The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 402 Albert Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/402-albert-street-thames

Open Home Sat 11.00am - 11.30am

3 1 1 -

Asking Price $595,000

Paeroa, 14 Willoughby Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/14-willoughby-street-paeroa

Open Home Sat 1.00pm - 1.30pm 

3 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 202 Grafton Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/202-grafton-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 1 2

Asking Price $795,000

Thames, 132 Edward Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/132-edward-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 59A Totara Valley Road 

Section Only

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/59a-totara-valley-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

Price By Negotiation 

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 102 Karaka Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/102-karaka-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 2 2 1

Price By Negotiation

Waikato Regional Council 
has recognised the Uni-

versity of Waikato’s top water 
sciences student, who has a 
particular interest in climate 
change, remediation and res-
toration.

Leeza Speranskaya, a Rus-
sian-born environmental sci-
ences master’s student from 
Wellington, is researching the 
hydrology and carbon bal-
ances of the internationally 
recognised Kopuatai peat bog 
on the Hauraki Plains.

The 21-year-old says her 
year-long research project will 
be useful for predicting the 
effects of climate change on 
peatland carbon sinks and for 
informing the restoration of 
drained peatlands.

Research planned for Kopuatai
Leeza Speranskaya will be conducting research into the Kopuatai peat bog.            SUPPLIED/WRC

“Kopuatai has been 
shown to be a globally 
unusual peatland eco-

system due to the abun-
dance of the peat-form-

ing plant Empodisma 
robustum, which is able 

to conserve water excep-
tionally well” 

- Leeza Speranskaya

“Kopuatai has been shown 
to be a globally unusual 
peatland ecosystem due to 
the abundance of the peat-
forming plant Empodisma 
robustum, which is able to 
conserve water exceptionally 
well by minimising evapora-
tion rates,” says Leeza, who 

worked as a policy intern at 
the Ministry for Primary In-
dustries to help analyse New 
Zealand greenhouse gases in-
ventory data.

“This enables a high water 
table and therefore the carbon 
sink function at Kopuatai to be 
maintained year-round, even 
in dry periods.”

The Water Sciences Prize, 
established in 1990 by Sir Ross 
Jansen with the University of 
Waikato Earth Sciences De-
partment, was presented to 
Leeza at Friday’s council meet-
ing. The water sciences prize 
of book vouchers worth $500 
is awarded annually to the top 
student enrolled in level three 
water science papers within 
the School of Science.

Pest plan welcomed
With the Waikato boasting the 
second-largest population of kau-
ri in New Zealand, the regional 
council is hoping the district will 
“benefit considerably” from the 
recently established National Pest 
Management Plan. 

The plan (NPMP) is part of a 
$32 million injection of fund-
ing into kauri protection over 
five years, and now management 
agency Tiakina Kauri will develop 
a national operational plan to es-
tablish regional priorities.

Waikato Regional Council’s in-
tegrated catchment management 
director Greg Ryan said there was 
$8 million of funding available 
each year for the first three years, 
and he hoped the district would 
“benefit considerably” from it as it 
had the second largest population 
of kauri in New Zealand.

“And, of course, as kauri pro-
tection is a national programme 
and kauri are long-lived taonga 
that deserve protecting, we’re 
hopeful that funding will contin-
ue and even increase beyond the 
five years that is currently being 
planned for.”

Last year, to help prepare for 
the NPMP, the regional coun-
cil received $1.28 million from 
central government. The Manaia 
Forest Sanctuary in the Coroman-
del Peninsula has about 410 of the 
oldest trees within the kauri dis-
tribution area, including the sixth 
largest kauri tree in New Zealand.

Biosecurity Minister Damien 
O’Connor said the government 
had a “duty to ensure this mag-
nificent species endures for future 
generations”.

“A national plan provides the 
strongest form of protection from 

‘dieback’ disease under the Bios-
ecurity Act,” he said. “Māori will 
be supported to lead kauri protec-
tion and funding will be provided 
to build capacity in iwi, hapu, and 
whanau to deliver operationally, 
building on the baseline monitor-
ing and surveillance undertaken 
in Year One of the plan.

“That will involve assessing can-
opy health, extensively increasing 
baseline monitoring, and aerial 
surveillance to determine where 
our healthy kauri are to protect, 
and where our infected kauri are, 
so we can halt the spread of the 
disease. It will also allow us to 
identify areas where we can po-
tentially build kauri protection 
areas.” 

The first tranche of aerial sur-
veys have been completed.

Management agency Tiakina 
Kauri will now lead the devel-
opment of the national opera-
tional plan, based on learnings 
from monitoring in the Wait-
akere Ranges, technical advisory 
groups, and a series of local meet-
ings to establish regional priori-
ties. 

The government will approve 
the National Operational Plan in 
October 2022.

Kauri trees will benefit from a new 
pest management plan. 
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YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

PROFESSIONAL , HONEST AND RELIABLE HOME KILL

PROCESSING AVAILABLE

CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING

Homemade Old Fashioned 
Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site

Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

444 Pollen Street Thames 
Ph: 0223809735  email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com  

website: burtoncatering.co.nz    facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

Read Play Give 

600 Pollen St, ames
07 868 6301
www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

ey let you travel 
without moving 
your feet.”

“at's the thing 
about books. 

-Jhumpa Lahiri

Simple mistake leads to death
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profi le series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Charles Taylor lay prone on 
the fl oor of his living quar-

ters at the Victoria battery, 
Waikino. 

It was just after midday on 
December 14, 1923, when he 
was discovered, and although 
he had complained of feeling 
unwell; his workmates were 
stunned to fi nd he was dead. 
Charles, 58, was a night fore-
man at the Waihī Gold Mining 
Company’s Victoria battery and 
a metallurgist - a mineral expert 
specialising in the extraction of 
metals from ore.

His wife and children lived in 
Auckland but Charles had just 
arranged for some of his fam-
ily to move to Waikino, some-
thing he was looking forward to 
greatly.

Constable O’Neill of Katikati, 
on relief police duty at Waihī, 
inspected the scene and found 
beside Charles’s body a broken 
bottle of cyanide.

Charles Taylor, from Lin-
colnshire, England, had come 
to New Zealand in 1885 when 
he was 19. His travels then took 

Mr C H Taylor
him to Kimberley and West Aus-
tralia. He spent 18 months ex-
ploring New Guinea. On his re-
turn to New Zealand he settled 
at Thames and worked in the 
Kuranui mine for six years. He 
studied at the Thames School 
of Mines and became superin-
tendent to the Monowai mine 
at Waiomu. There he found one 
of the most refractory gold ores 
ever put through the Cyanide 
Process of extraction.

Refractory gold ore is one 
that has ultra fi ne gold particles 
spread throughout and is natu-
rally resistant to recovery by 
standard cyanidation. Charles 
later became the Superintend-
ant and Metallurgist to the Tal-
isman Gold Mining Company at 
Karangahake, before moving on 
to Waikino’s Victoria battery.

Charles married Mary Waite 
in 1890 and they had three chil-
dren. By 1910 most of his im-
mediate family in England had 
died – his mother when he was 
seven, his father when he was 19 

and later six of his siblings. His 
brother Allen had also came to 
New Zealand and was the own-
er of Kaikoura Island, adjacent 
to Great Barrier. While visiting 
Allen in 1892 they took a whale 
boat for a cruise around the is-
land when a heavy gust of wind 
capsized the boat and Allen 
drowned.

Although Charles’s family 
history was heartbreaking, he 
appeared to have no worries 
and it was hard to conclude that 
he had deliberately taken the 
cyanide.

John H Griff en Banks, bat-
tery superintendent, said 
Charles had been in the habit of 
taking a quantity of medicine, 
and his mantelshelf contained 
many bottles. Charles was of 
an experimental turn of mind, 
and had on occasions shown 
John samples of ore and pulp. 
The bottles containing the cya-
nide solution were probably on 
the mantelshelf for experimen-
tal purposes, and Charles may 
have inadvertently taken the 
wrong bottle. If he had decided 
to take cyanide deliberately he 
would have been more liable 
to have taken the pure sodium 
salts from the works.

The coroner said the case 
presented unusual features. 
There was nothing whatever to 
indicate that Charles intended 
to take his own life; in fact, he 
was looking forward to having 
his family with him at Waiki-
no. His verdict was that death 
was due to cyanide poisoning, 
taken accidentally in mistake 
for medicine. Charles was re-
turned to Auckland and buried 
at Purewa, Meadowbank.

BOOK REVIEWS
THE CANDY HOUSE by Jennifer Egan
Within a decade, Bix Bouton’s new technology, Own Your 
Unconscious - which allows you access to every memory 
you’ve ever had, and to share every memory in exchange 
for access to the memories of others - has seduced mul� -
tudes. But not everyone. In spellbinding linked narra� ves, 
Egan spins out the consequences of Own Your Unconscious 
through the lives of mul� ple characters whose paths inter-
sect over several decades. With a focus on social media, 

gaming, and alternate worlds The Candy House is a bold, brilliant imagining 
of a world that is moments away.

DIRT TOWN by Hayley Scrivenor
On a sweltering Friday a� ernoon in Durton, best friends 
Ronnie and Esther leave school together. Esther never 
makes it home. Ronnie’s going to fi nd her, and with the 
help of Lewis she has a plan. She won’t believe in the worst 
case scenario. Detec� ve Sergeant Sarah Michaels can be-
lieve it, she has seen what people are capable of. Char-
acter-rich and propulsive, with a breathtakingly original 
use of voice and revolving points of view, Hayley Scrivenor 
delves under the surface, where no one can hide. With emo� onal depth 
and sensi� vity, this stunning debut shows us how much each person mat-
ters in a community that is at once falling apart and coming together.

LESSONS IN CHEMISTRY by Bonnie Garmus
It’s the early 1960s and Elizabeth Zo� ’s all-male team at 
Has� ngs Research Ins� tute take a very unscien� fi c view of 
equality. Except for one - Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, 
Nobel-prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love 
with - of all things - her mind. True chemistry results. But 
like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years 
later, Elizabeth Zo�  fi nds herself not only a single mother, 
but the reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking 
show Supper at Six. Meet the unconven� onal, uncompro-

mising Elizabeth Zo� . Brilliant!

THE BOY FROM GORGE RIVER by Chris Long
On the West Coast of the South Island, past deep fi ords 
and snow-capped mountains, Chris Long grew up two 
days’ hike from the nearest road. He was born into the 
country’s most isolated family, his parents commi� ed to 
freedom from capitalist society and connec� on to the 
natural world. In this inspiring memoir, Chris describes a 
childhood with nature on his doorstep un� l, in his teenage 
years, he began to wonder: could he survive in the wider 
world? A real life, kiwi “boy adventure” story.

- Book reviews by Carson’s Bookshop

delves under the surface, where no one can hide. With emo� onal depth 

THE CANDY HOUSE by Jennifer Egan
Within a decade, Bix Bouton’s new technology, Own Your 
Unconscious - which allows you access to every memory 
you’ve ever had, and to share every memory in exchange 
for access to the memories of others - has seduced mul� -
tudes. But not everyone. In spellbinding linked narra� ves, 
Egan spins out the consequences of Own Your Unconscious 
through the lives of mul� ple characters whose paths inter-
sect over several decades. With a focus on social media, 

gaming, and alternate worlds The Candy House is a bold, brilliant imagining 

LESSONS IN CHEMISTRY by Bonnie Garmus

equality. Except for one - Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, 

with - of all things - her mind. True chemistry results. But 
like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years 
later, Elizabeth Zo�  fi nds herself not only a single mother, 
but the reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking 
show 
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YARDSCRAPERS

From 2m Wide to 4.8m Wide FEL or 3pt Linkage 	ttings
 Fixed or Oscillating available From: $2000 + GST

Ph. (07) 867-6712
Email: info@quinn.co.nz

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

One hundred years of 
Paeroa rugby will be on 

display for an August exhibi-
tion at Paeroa and District 
Historical Society Museum on 
Belmont Rd.

The exhibition is part of the 
Thames Valley Rugby Football 
Union centenary celebrations, 
which will take place on Au-
gust 26 and 27.

The exhibition features pho-
tographs, newspaper articles, 
trophies, badges, rugby jerseys 
and other rugby gear from 
clubs before and after the rug-
by union was formed in 1922. 

These include memorabilia 
from Paeroa West, Paeroa 
East, Netherton, Hikutaia and 
Karangahake rugby clubs.

Museum president Ron Tur-
rell told The Profile museum 
volunteers Kae Petch, Gaye 
Cleave and Glenice Williams 
captained the arrangements 
for the exhibition.

“They were very good at bor-
rowing things off past rugby 
players and members and 
the museum has quite a bit of 
memorobilia as well, including 
some badges,” he said.

“They copied the photos 
because we don’t put any 
original photos on display, and 

Rugby exhibition kicks off in Paeroa
SPORTS

VALLEY RUGBY
By GORDON PREECE

arranged them in chronologi-
cal order, and they have been 
working for the past couple of 
months getting all the equip-
ment together for the exhibi-
tion.”

Union community officer 
Kaitlin Russell, who attended 
the exhibition opening on Au-
gust 2, said it was “pretty cool” 

to see what was on display.
“It’s good to see someone 

take an interest in something 
that’s so old, seeing jerseys 
which are 60 years old, that’s 
double my age,” she said.

“With our centenary weekend 
coming up, something like this 
we can get out to the public as 
well is pretty cool.”

Ron said the exhibition 
would be open Tuesdays to 
Fridays from noon to 3pm and 
Saturdays from 10am to 3pm 
until the exhibition’s final whis-
tle on August 27.

“Come along and have a look, 
it’s suitable for all ages to see 
what the rugby of the past was 
like.”

Thames Valley rugby union 
celebrations include an official 
welcome and the rugby union 
history book launch on August 
26, and a Thames Valley Heart-
land Championship Match at 
1pm at Te Aroha’s Boyd Park 
on August 27, followed by a 
dinner at Te Aroha Events Cen-
tre.

Ron Turrell, left, Christine Gilfedder, Gaye Cleave, Kaitlin Russell and Kae Petch at the exhibition’s kick off. Rugby boots and ball on display.

Silverware from past clubs.

A selection of jerseys.



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domes� c
Industrial
Commercial
New Installa� ons
Re-Inspec� ons
Electrical WOF’s
Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

ELECTRICIAN

NZ FARM 
COMPLIAN
CE

Are you over paperwork and making sense  
of regulations? We specialise in: 
�  Farm Environmental Compliance 
� Farm Quality Assurance Programmes 
� Farm Business Management Systems  
� Health & Safety, & Staff Housing. 
We sort it out. Get in touch today. 
021 041 8173 www.nzfarmcompliance.com 

NZ FARM COMPLIANCE 
COMPLIANCE SERVICES

PATCHWORK, KNITTING 
� WOOL & COTTON, 

HABERDASHERY, 
FABRICS, 

JANOME SEWING 
MACHINES, 

GIFT VOUCHERS

Open Mon - Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-12pm
468 Pollen St, Thames. Ph 868 8190  

E: needlesnpinsthames@gmail.com

HABERDASHERY

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

GARDEN CARE SERVICES

QQuuaannttiittyy SSuurrvveeyyiinngg 
Residential & Commercial Construction

Pre-Construction Services
Estimates • Tenders • Trade Measures

Administration
CCA Progress Claims • Variations • Final Account

imeasure limited
Professional Building Services

Contact James - Ph 027 515 4004
email : imeasure@outlook.com

BUILDING SERVICES

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

 CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Heat Pump Cleaning  
Maintenance Check 
Book now for winter 

Contact Mark 
027 839 9941 

absheatpumpcleaning@xtra.co.nz 

HEAT PUMPS

For a Personal & Professional Service 

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
• Residential Carpet     • Commercial Carpet    

• Fabric & Leather upholstery   • Fabric Protection    
• Vehicle & Motorhome Upholstery

Phone: 022 367 4921
Email: contrastcarpetcleaning@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

Free Support
& Advocacy 

Stuck in the 
cost of living crisis?

Call us now for an appointment
07 868 5964 • 027 870 7076 

BUDGETING

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SMART HOME 
MAINTENANCE 
& INSPECTIONS

Smart Home maintenance 
and inspection reports

Cost estimates - DIY guides
Trade certifi ed - LBP

Ph: 020 4085 7369  
  smarthomeinsp@yahoo.com

HOME MAINTENANCE

FURNITURE
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More work-life balance and a desire 
to fi ll the repainting market gap led 

to Stan Reihana setting up That Painter 
three years ago.

The painting business, based in Te 
Puru, offers interior and exterior painting 
with a focus on repaints across Hauraki-
Coromandel.

Stan, who’d previously spent 15 years 
painting with various Waikato compa-
nies, said he’d been “fl at out” painting 
exteriors for the past six months and had 
been experiencing steady bookings for 
interior repaints.

“I’d personally like to thank the local 
communities for welcoming me to this 
beautiful part of the country and choos-
ing That Painter Ltd to freshen up the 
look and feel of their homes and invest-
ment properties, much appreciated,” he 
said.

“If you’ve got a painting project that 
needs a nudge in the right direction, be 
it interior or exterior, now is a good time 
to give me a call to arrange a visit and a 
free quote to get the ball rolling.” 
That Painter: Contact Stan Reihana, Ph 
022 313 7911 to discuss your project.

That Painter fi lls the market gap
Stan Reihana off ers interior and exterior pain� ng across Hauraki-Coromandel. 



CALL THE EXPERTS CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

GardeningChurch Notice

Public Notice

Public Notices

Public Notice

Stump Grinding. All 
sizes, all areas. Free 
quote. Ph 021 060 7659

Clapp
Nicole

M 0276 409 005
P 07 868 9820
nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd
Licenced Agent REAA 2008
519 Pollen St, Thames

REAL ESTATE AGENT

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 PLUMBER

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Commercial & Residential

Installation, servicing 
& monitoring

• Intruder Alarms   • CCTV   
• Gate Automation   • Access Control

Paeroa  Thames  Ngatea  Waihi  Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 920 319
E: info@technicall.co.nz

SECURITY SYSTEMS

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES
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• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER
Hauraki Plains 

Co-operating Parish
Presbyterian - Methodist  

Anglican
Sundays 09:30 a.m
Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Sunday
An inclusive, encouraging 

community of faith 
‘Come and See’

Church Offi ce : 07 867 8466
www.haurakiplainscoopparish.com

SERVICES
Plumbing  • Drainlaying 

Roofi ng • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096   
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz   
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

PLUMBER

Foundry 
Produc� on 

Worker
A&G Price have a vacancy in their 
foundry department and require a 

hardworking, reliable worker who is 
physically fi t and not afraid of hard work.  

No previous experience required as all 
training will be given.

If this sounds like you, please email your 
cv to our Produc� on Manager at:

jacob.tyrrell-baxter@agprice.co.nz
or call in to our recep� on and fi ll out an 

applica� on of employment form

 

 
Attendance Administrator 

Paeroa College 
 

We are currently hiring a fixed term part-time 
(10-15 hours/week) friendly, industrious, and 

organised admin team member. Applicants must 
be excited to engage with young people and their 

families to support the attendance goals of the 
college. The successful candidate will be 

proficient in word processing and computer skills.   

Applications for this position close on 15 August 
or when a suitable applicant is found. 

Please mark “Confidential” and send or email to 
yolandel@paeroacollege.school.nz 

Attention: Principal’s PA 
Paeroa College  

Te Aroha Rd, Paeroa 3673 
 

Notification of intention to conduct 
spraying within Hauraki District local 
road reserve areas

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

The Hauraki District Council road 
maintenance contractor (Downer NZ Ltd) 
will conduct a spraying programme within 
Hauraki District road reserve areas to control 
vegetation within surface water channels and 
side drains and around road features such as 
sign posts and roadside marker posts.

The operational area will include the entire 
Hauraki District local road network, excluding 
state highways, with spraying activity 
programmed to commence at the end of 
August 2022

Agrichemicals to be used are:
• Glyphosate 360
• Pulse
• Associate

If you would like your property frontage to  
be excluded, you may apply online via  
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/no-spray-zone or  
call into any of the Hauraki District Council 
Service Centres. 

For enquiries relating to the operation phone 
Vivek Regmi, Contract Engineer, Downer  
New Zealand on 027 204 2497.

We thank you for your patience during these 
road improvement works.

L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Fixed term project to 30 June 2023

An exciting opportunity has come up to join the Gr8 
Job Hauraki team! Here is your opportunity to make a 
real difference in the community, working as part of 
this fixed term programme. Part-time or full-time 
hours will be considered.

You will be working closely with our Community 
Employment Liaison, with a focus on further 
developing support programmes for businesses and 
those employed through the programme to ensure 
the greatest chance of sustainable employment. 
Getting creative is also part of this role, with you taking 
the lead on the social media content creation and 
management.

The successful applicant will need to be 
self-motivated, have high standards of personal 
integrity and professionalism with real enthusiasm 
and passion for youth and employment. You will also 
have a knack for administration and organisation that 
will support the smooth running of the programme.

If you have a positive can-do attitude and attributes 
that reflect our values of respect, communication and 
commitment, then we would love to hear from you.

To apply for this job go to: 
hauraki-dc.govt.nz/our-council/jobs/

Applications close 18 August 2022

Community 
Employment Officer

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Changes to our bylaws

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Waste Management Bylaw 2022, Stock 
Crossing Bylaw 2022, Traffic and Parking 
Bylaw 2022
After inviting and considering feedback 
from the public, we have adopted our 
Waste Management Bylaw 2022, Stock 
Crossing Bylaw 2022, Traffic and Parking 
Bylaw 2022 at a Council meeting on 
Wednesday, 27 July 2022. These bylaws 
were reviewed under section 156 of the 
Local Government Act 2002 and will be 
effective from 1 September 2022.

Revocation of Franklin District Council 
Livestock on Roads Bylaw 2010
After inviting feedback from the public, 
we revoked the Franklin District Council 
Livestock on Roads Bylaw 2010 at the 
Council meeting on Wednesday, 13 July 
2022. This bylaw will cease to be in effect on 
1 September 2022.

Administrative changes to Nuisance 
Bylaw 2019
We have removed clause 3.1 (a) from the 
Nuisance Bylaw 2019 regarding disposing 
of rubbish in public rubbish bins, as it is 
now included in the Waste Management 
Bylaw 2022. The change is minor and does 
not affect an existing right, interest, title, 
immunity or duty, or an existing status or 
capacity of anyone to whom the bylaw 
applies.
Copies of our bylaws are available to 
view on our consultation website https://
weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/ 

From 1 September they will be available on 
our website https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.
nz/our-council/bylaws/ and at our Council 
offices.
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Sir Keith Park 
Memorial Airfi eld Inc. 
Annual General Meeting. 
To be held at the Hauraki
Aero Club Club House on 

Sunday 21 August
starting at 4:30pm. 

Potential new members
welcome.

Part-time 
Sales Assistant 

Required
Previous Retail Experience Preferred

Commencing September 2022
Reasonable amount of physical work

 and heavy lifting involved.
Apply to Shane Mudford

 (owner/operator Thames Resene)
via e-mail : thamesresene@gmail.com

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT
Battle of Britain
Commemorations

11.00am Sunday
11th September 2022

at the
Thames Airfi eld
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“I’ve been meaning to email 
you for ages just to tell you 
that I get at least three to 
four jobs a week off  our litt le 
advert. 
Very impressive!!

- Alaine, AJ’s Clean Up Crew

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Keep our 100% local 
journalism alive!

We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classi�ied, 
display ad or advertorial with the Valley Pro�ile and get results

● Lawn mowing● Weedeating● Hedge & tree trim● Section clearing● Gardening● Rubbish removal● Interior house clean● New build clean/clear● Odd jobs considered● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898Alaine Hedges 027 242 7268     John Hedges 027 457 2018Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

● Lawn mowing
● Lawn mowing

CALL THE EXPERTS

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad from just $35 per week and 
one of our professional reporters will write a story about your 

business at no extra cost.
GIVE YOUR BUSINESS A BOOST, CALL NIKKI TODAY!

SPECIAL OFFER!

Back the local paper 
that’s read cover to cover!
We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 

display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

“
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

What I like about Valley Profile 
is that they provided a one-stop 
service including graphic design, 
photography, reporting and 
advertising. Their professional 
presentation of my life and work 
made me feel welcome to join 
the Thames-Coromandel business 
community.        - Susanna Kruger

Solo artist to perform
Tauranga’s Alice Sea is set to per-
form an afternoon of mesmeris-
ing and varied original music in 
Thames, as she takes the audi-
ence down the rabbit hole of mu-
sical mystery.

The show is refreshingly diff er-
ent and very entertaining, using 
vocals, eff ects pedals, and an ar-
ray of wind and percussion in-
struments - a sound experience 
from the heart with infl uences 
from calypso, Latin, dub, tradi-
tional folk and eastern music.

Alice Sea’s solo career emerged 
in 2015 when she left her previ-
ous duo/bands and hit the road 
with the focus on a career as a 
solo artist, living in her van and 
dedicating the next three years 
fulltime honing her craft. She 
crafted her own songs, recorded 
and produced her own albums, 

fi ne-tuned her musicianship 
skills, and played shows which 
took her around Europe and 
New Zealand.

Her singer-song-writer busk-
ing roots form the basis of her 
catchy songs, layered with vocal 
harmonies and hooks that she 
plays on fl ute, guitar or melod-
ica. The vast array of world and 
dance music that inspires her 
shines through in her music, in 
a show which takes you around 
the world with numerous musi-
cal styles.

This is a not-to-be missed show 
as Alice couples her impressive 
musicianship with her fantastic 
stage presence and entertain-
ment skills.
DETAILS: Alice will perform at the 
Kauaeranga Hall on August 28 at 
2:30pm. 

INGREDIENTS
Masala Paste
½ cup raw cashews
3 cloves garlic, roughly chopped
2 tablespoons of fresh ginger 
chopped
2 tablespoons of tomato paste
5 tablespoons of olive oil
1 teaspoon each of ground cumin, 
coriander, garam masala, turmer-
ic, chilli fl akes, and cardamon
Oil for sauteing
2 onions
1 teaspoon sea salt
2 cups pumpkin, kumara or po-
tato cut into bite size pieces (or a 
combo)
2 cups vegetable (or chicken) 
stock
½ cup coconut cream
2 x 400g � ns of chickpeas rinsed 
and drained
1 tsp cinnamon
Large bunch of spinach or kale, 
roughly chopped

Chickpea and Cashew curry
RECIPE

Steamed rice or quinoa 
to serve

METHOD
Place all the masala 
paste ingredients into 
a food processor and 
blend to a smooth paste.

Heat some oil in a large sauté 
pan and gently cook the onions 
and salt for 10 minutes or so with-
out browning. Add in the masala 
paste and vegetables, and con� n-
ue to cook and combine for a fur-
ther 10 minutes un� l all is coated 
and fragrant. 

Add the stock, coco-
nut cream, chickpeas 
and cinnamon. Bring to 
a rolling simmer then 
reduce the heat and 
cook for 25 minutes or 
so, s� rring every now 

and then.
Add the spinach or kale and 

cook for a further fi ve minutes be-
fore serving with rice or quinoa, 
a dollop of chutney and natural 
yoghurt, with poppadom’s on the 
side.

A sca� ering of fresh coriander is 
also great.

This chickpea and cashew curry is a family favourite that comes out 
every year.                Photo: SUPPLIED

This recipe is a winter favourite 
of mine that I adapted from a 

recipe I found back in 2017. 
It has come out every year, 

about this � me ever since, and 
some� mes I add chicken thighs at 
the beginning, or prawns for the 
last few minutes. 

It always involves lots of veg-
gies however, and this version is 
my family’s favourite. The masala 
paste is a great one - full of fl avour 
and depth and it really makes this 
curry sing... I hope you enjoy it as 
much as we do!   

- Jaki, Savour & Spice

ENTERTAINMENT

Alice Sea plays fl ute, guitar or melodica.       Photo: SUPPLIED

Just swallow that winter pill
By Christi ne Forster

The shortest day now passed 
away and drawn to its dark con-
clusion.
The longest night has well elapsed 

– it off ers no illusion.
The winter solsti ce (never revered) 
has arrived and surely passed
And true winter should be nearly 
over, but seems to forever last!

But fear not my friends – each 
morning with that alarm bell 
peal.
When unseen hands just grope 
the light with clumsiness unreal.
The dog is whining on the porch, 
deserving stomach to be fed.

Wouldn’t it be great to hibernate 
or stay just one day in bed?

But necessity I say to all is the 
mother of inventi on.
To earn a crust now has to be the 
sole and best intenti on.
Rain, in waterfall proporti ons, is 
solid on my window pane.
How does one keep up and posi-
ti vely play the moti vati on game?
Now, there is a pill today it seems 
for all that one can suff er.

(Or turn to Smart TV and seek a 
wonder buff er.
But to take advantage of the 
highs, one needs a certain low
And to just get on with your day 
is, perhaps, the one sure way to 
go.
Now I have a good soluti on for 
those gloomy dismal days.
Just swallow your Spring-ti me pill 
and dismal thoughts erase –
By giving a trusty friend a call, 
cheer up with fun and chatt er.

Make a rule to speak of bright 
things, good ideas and things that 
really matt er.

So now the sun is shining and you 
smiling people meet.
Shoulders thrown back in gay 
abandon as they gaily treat the 
street,
Joyful greeti ngs that prevail, eyes 
and smiles that cling.
One has to swallow that winter 
pill to gain the benefi t of spring!

P�e��� C�����

Adverti se in the Valley Profi le - THE PAPER PEOPLE READ!

ADVERTORIALS

Contact Nikki: 022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

DISPLAY ADS CLASSIFIEDS



DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $  incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $ incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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ACROSS 
1 Schematic drawing (7)
4 Disparagement of 

something one cannot
acquire (4,6) 

9 Glossy transparent paint (7)
13 Scarce (4)
14 Nautical yes (3,3) 
15  Human-like sculpture, 

model (6)
16 Seventh-heaven (7)
19 Laid waste to (10)
20 Congenial (8)
21 Thin porridge (5)
24 Food store (6) 
25 Gun kick (6)
27 Indirectly, sidelong (9)
32 Rascality (8)
33 Unit of current (6) 
34 Incapacitate (7)
38 French emperor (8) 
39 Long step (6) 
40 Haul (4) 
41 Wet (5) 
42 Tending to flow; liquid (5)
45 Accept or tolerate whether

or not you want to (4,2,2,4,2)

52 Make reference to (5)
55 X-rated (5) 
56 Monarch (4) 
57 Deserving (6)
58 Piling up (8) 
61 Implement (7) 
62 Keg (6) 
63 Bordering against (8)
66 Made right (9)
68 Incapable (6)
69 Smiles smugly (6)
73 Keen (5) 
74 Combined effort of a 

group (8) 
76 Not vowels (10)
81 Cheese type (7)
82 Small cave (6)
83 Tool for gripping (6)
84 Information (4) 
85 Endeavour (7) 
86 Everlastingness (10)
87 Netted (7)

DOWN 
1 Challenged (5)
2 Antbear (8)
3 Distress signal (6)
4 Proportion (5)
5 Expended (4)
6 Exuberantly joyful (7) 
7 Illicit sexual relationship (6) 
8 Goad (3,2)

10  Curve (4)
11  Without affectation (7)
12 Sibling (6)
17 In particular (10)
18 Knitting stitch (5)
22 Wedding paper (8) 
23 Glaringly vivid (5)
24 Novice (7)
26 Heroic narrative poem (4) 
28 Tedium (7)
29 Learning establishment 

(6) 
30 Charm (6) 
31 Drop steeply (6)
33 Spanish friend (5)
35 Saying (5)
36 Whirl (4) 
37 Japanese garment (4)

43 Modernise (6)
44 Synthetic fibre (5)
46 Eye part (4)
47 Etch (7)
48 Foil (6)
49 Bucolic (5)
50 Sudden violent 
      disturbance (8) 
51 Entices (6)
52 Bitterness, rancour (10)
53 Go bankrupt (4)
54 Gets back (7)
59 Journal (5)
60 Temporary period of calm 

(4) 
64 Played a role (5)
65 Sot (8) 
67 Late (7)
68 Strange (7)
70 Chaste (anag)(6)
71 Lowest (6) 
72 Fish hawk (6)
75 Unite (5) 
77 Yellow-green colour (5)
78 Sedate, decorous (5)
79 Buckle out of shape (4)
80 Exposed (4)
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Rude awakening, 8 Bypass, 14 Flare, 15 Educates, 16 Nuptial, 17 Stile, 18 Pal, 19 Trilled, 
21 Pollution, 22 Hiatus, 25 Porcupines, 27 Pregnant, 28 Jet lag, 31 Stolen, 33 Ignites, 34 Silage, 35
Ford, 37 Imp, 39 Clap, 40 Include, 41 Notorious, 42 Rigging, 43 Announce, 48 Tapestry, 52 Prosper, 
56 Harmonica, 57 Equal to, 58 Urge, 59 Toe, 60 Drop, 61 Sneaky, 62 Dresser, 63 Repute, 65 Basket, 
66 Golf ball, 68 Intimidate, 71 Annual, 72 Degrading, 74 Fervour, 76 Row, 79 Empty, 80 Fuchsia, 81 
Hornpipe, 83 Error, 84 Meteor, 85 Look forward to. 

DOWN: 2 Undergo, 3 Excel, 4 Wet, 5 Kiss, 6 Non-poisonous, 7 Nepal, 8 Balloon, 9 Push, 10 Spirit, 11 
Warps, 12 Feeling, 13 Distressing, 14 Feather, 20 Expansion, 23 Encircle, 24 Inkling, 26 Calypso, 27 
Potter, 29 Lookout, 30 Agatha, 32 Talon, 34 Split, 36 Dusty, 38 True, 43 Aphid, 44 Nervous, 45 Upon, 
46 Client, 47 Booty, 48 Tolerate, 49 Programme, 50 Stumped, 51 Right, 52 Parasol, 53 Paediatrics, 54 
Reveal, 55 Question mark, 64 Meander, 65 Barrier, 67 Feel for, 69 Trumpet, 70 Magpie, 71 Aware, 73 
Disco, 75 Viper, 77 Tyre, 78 Shoo, 82 Raw.

82

ACROSS
1  Near death; very old 
(3,4,2,3,5)
10  Not scared (8)
15  Accompany (6)
16  Participate in or 
undergo (10)
17  Sired (8)
19  Make agitated, 
confused (7)
21  Feebly humorous 
(5)
22  Transport for injured 
(9)
25  Butter substitute (9)
27  Bent (7)
29  Polish composer (6)
33  Glossy fabric (5)
34  Orators (8)
36  Decorative 
needlework (10)
39  Sphere (3)
41  At top speed (4,3)
42  Remove bones 
from (6)
43  Window shade (6)
44  Opinion (4)
45  Brilliant red (7)
48  Increased or 
developed rapidly (10)
53  Comes to pass (7)
57  Boulder (4)
58  Mooring cable (6)
59  Shared  (6)
60  Mollify (7)
62  A metal (3)
64  Coffin escorter (10)
65  Scholastic (8)
66  Playing card (5)
69  Stock feed (6)

70  General pardon (7)
71  Protest (9)
76  Genuine (9)
77  Humorist (5)
78  Curt (7)
83  Flying (8)
84  Stirs the feelings, 
emotions of (10)
85  Meagre (6)
86  Signed up (8)
87  Receive rapturous 
applause (5,3,5,4)

DOWN
2  Snuggle (6)
3  Teeth-cleaning thread 
(5)
4  Not at home (3)
5  Notion (4)
6  Violent tropical storm 
(7)
7  Wayward (6)
8  Coral bank (4)
9  Profession (8)
11  Subtle difference (6)
12  Temperature scale 
(10)
13  Well ventilated (4)
14  Ire (7)
18  Resolute (10)
20  Advantage (4)
23  Thin pancake (5)
24  Desire for food, 
drink (8)
26  Pilot (7)
28  Rice dish (7)
30  Pungent bulb (6)
31  Prosperity (6)
32  Battlefield ditch (6)
35  Farewell (5)

37  Shows tiredness or 
boredom (5)
38  Artifice (4)
40  Soothing ointment 
(4)
45  Thick sweet liquid 
(5)
46  Strong praise (8)
47  Drink sachet (3,3)
48  Brains behind a 
scheme (10)
49  Arrange by 
categories (4)
50  Scrap, leftover (7)
51  Bandit (6)
52  Thrill (5)
54  Confederate (4)
55  Small flute (7)
56  Spice (6)
61  Grovelling (10)
63  Metal joiner (5)
67  Official list of names 
(8)
68  Celebrity (4)
69  Ceremonial trumpet 
call (7)
72  Fragile (7)
73  Complain peevishly 
(6)
74  Drinking vessel (6)
75  Rabbit hole (6)
79  Cold dish (5)
80  Spoken or verbal 
(4)
81  Portent (4)
82  Capital of Norway 
(4)
85  Infection liquid (3)

 SUDOKU               62

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                82
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

 

SPORTS

WAKA AMA

Waka ama worlds quest ‘mind-boggling’

Seven young waka ama pad-
dlers are in London this 

month for a “once in a lifetime 
experience” doing what they 
love among the world’s best.

The Te Au Hīrere crew from 
the Te Āputa Tira Hoe waka 
ama club, based in Turua and 
Te Puru, are in the UK for the 
IVF Va’a World Elite and Club 
Sprint Championships, on now 
until August 16.

Hauraki Plains College stu-
dents Manaia Taipari, 16; Toki 
Rangitawa, 17; Konnah Te Are-
Bayly, 16; Matthew Strickland, 
16; and Te Rongopai Pompey, 
15 are joined by Kereama Tu-
uta from Taranaki, and Zyrus 
Marriott from Ngāruawāhia.

“The majority of them 
haven’t been on a plane before, 
let alone overseas,” club chair-
person Frank Thorne told The 
Profile.

Frank and his wife Carrie 
Taipari, who coaches the crew 
alongside Hikoi Taipari, co-es-
tablished the club with mem-
bers of the local Māori Com-
munity in Te Puru in 2014.

He said the paddlers’ jour-
ney to get to the champs was 
“mind-boggling and amazing”.

“It’s huge because, as a small 

Te Au Hīrere is competing at the IVF Va’a World Elite and Club Sprint Championships.                Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

club, our number one intention 
is to just get people on the wa-
ter, so for them to be compet-
ing at a world level is a once in 
a lifetime experience. 

“They also realise that they’re 
doing it for their community, 
their families, and that’s a lot of 
pressure but it’s something that 

they’re keen to make the most 
of.” 

Te Au Hīrere trained to com-
pete at a national event in Jan-
uary with the intention of vying 
for a spot at worlds.  

They underwent regular fit-
ness testing and hours of train-
ing on and off the water, and 

in April, the crew qualified to 
compete. The team is managed 
by Aroha Pokaia and Oriana 
Rangi, and to send the com-
plete 11-strong crew to worlds, 
they needed to raise around 
$42,000.

To achieve this, the paddlers 
spent their weekends working 

on community projects, paint-
ing a house, helping out at 
schools, and handing out raf-
fles, Frank said.

“I’m very proud - over the 
moon, actually. For them to 
understand what competition 
is like; to be around some of 
the greatest paddlers and also 
paddle against them and give 
them a good run for their mon-
ey… but also, that world expe-
rience, how that changes them, 
not only as young men, but as 
they come back into the club is 
just awesome.” 

Frank got his own taste of 
national competition when he 
was 16-years-old. He said back 
then, there were only around 
five clubs that had youth teams, 
and it was great to see the sport 
continue to grow in New Zea-
land.

“Now there’s almost 100 
clubs,” he said. “It’s almost im-
possible to comprehend that 
20 years ago it was nothing like 
this. Now, it’s getting bigger, 
it’s more creative, more excit-
ing, and it’s a proud moment.” 
DETAILS: Te Au Hīrere will com-
pete at the IVF Va’a World Elite 
and Club Sprint Championships 
between August 8-16 in London. 
They will return home on August 
24. 


