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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us 
today 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash 
directly into landfi ll … that makes me see red! 

Well, it’s a no brainer … make the Smartest move, 
call the experts today, we know how to 

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Speed limit reduced on Hauraki Rd a� er fatal crashes, P3
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MATCH FOR MYLESMATCH FOR MYLES
Myles MacDuff  hopes an up-

coming rugby game named 
in his honour will raise awareness 
of motor neuron disease.

The former Hauraki North and 
Thames Valley loose forward was 
diagnosed with motor neuron 
disease (MND) in November last 
year, more than a decade after a 
life-changing injury.

Myles, who grew up in 
Kerepēhi, said the head injury he 
suff ered during a game with Hau-
raki North in Te Aroha in 2009 
could have caused his diagnosis.

“I had a massive head knock… 
and split my head open,” he said.

His wife, Helen, said Myles 
had a hematoma on the top of his 
head and his speech was slurred 
after the knock to the head.

“There was a locum on duty in 
Te Aroha so all he did was look 
at Myles and just bandage him 
up and then sent him home,” she 
said.

“The next day he rang around 
Ngātea to fi nd us again just to 
check in because [Myles] prob-
ably should’ve just gone to hos-
pital, but he never did… we just 
carried on thinking he’d get better 
but he didn’t really.”

Myles, who had previously also 
played for Whangamatā, Hamil-
ton, Yorkshire and Welsh clubs, 
said he faced a “snowball” of 
health issues in the years follow-
ing the head injury, before fi nally 
receiving a diagnosis.

“Two years prior to being di-
agnosed, I started suff ering mas-

sively from fatigue… I couldn’t do 
anything on the weekends, and 
then weight gain happened and 
then little accidents at work… It 
was just a snowball,” he said. 

“Then I got depression, my 
arms started twitching mid last 
year, so I went to the doctor. Be-
cause I had a neck injury com-
pressing all my vertebrae, they 
were leaning on the fact I had a 
pinched nerve or done something 
there.

“I did MRIs but in the mean-
time I started losing strength 
in my hand… and when the GP 
learned I was losing strength, 
straight away I could see it then, 
he knew.”

Myles was then sent to a neu-
rologist for further tests where his 
MND diagnosis was confi rmed.

Helen said she and Myles, who 
were living in Te Puke at the time 
with their children, Greer and 
William, “were in shock”.

“We drove home, the kids were 
at school and we just sat there like 
stunned mullets,” she said.

“The neurologist gave us some 
stats and said by the time of di-
agnosis, statistically 50 per cent 
make it to 18 months.

“So we don’t know the time-
frame, we don’t know how long 
[Myles] has… we hope for the 
best.”

Myles said he announced his di-
agnosis on Facebook so he could 
“be open right from the start”, and 
his family moved back to Ngātea

It took 12 years for Myles MacDuff  to receive a diagnosis for an 
incurable disease thought to be caused by a massive knock to 
the head during a rugby game. GORDON PREECE reports

 Former Hauraki North and Thames Valley loose forward Myles 
MacDuff  was diagnosed with motor neuron disease in November last 

year, more than a decade a� er a life-changing injury.
File Photo: JASON BARTLEY

CONTINUED ON P2
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town
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328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
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Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one of 

the display advertisements in 
The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz or 
text 027 396 2459 with your 
full name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in the 
draw to win a Lotto ticket. Last 
week it was in the My Feed ad.

A unique collection of kitchen 
and homeware carefully 
selected each season for those 
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store 
where you will find quality 
goods and quality service, 

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz  
308 Pollen St, Thames 

07 868 6608

The Valley Profile delivers 100% 
local news each Wednesday 
to every letterbox in Hauraki 

Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, Thames, 
Thames Coast and surrounding 

rural areas, plus bulk 
distribution Peninsula-wide, 

reaching approximately 35,000 
readers.
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2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA
Ph 07 862 7077
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Invitational to raise funds for Myles
in January to be with extended 
family and their community. 

A #4miles4myles campaign 
was soon established where 
competitors would walk, run 
or cycle for four miles to raise 
funds for Myles.

“A lot of people around Wales 
got involved… [Springboks cap-
tain] Siya Kolisi, [former Wales 
coach] Warren Gatland and half 
the Welsh team were doing vid-
eos fundraising for me, it was 
pretty full on,” Myles said.

“We decided to go to Wales 
and see [old rugby mates] for 
our holiday so we caught up 
with them and they had a big 
fundraising night for us… it was 
pretty overwhelming, it was 
great.”

Helen said Ngātea Primary 
School also took part in the 
#4miles4myles fundraiser, 
along with a Long Arms Chal-
lenge fundraiser, which in-
volved physical activity.

Myles was then contacted 
by Hauraki North club captain 
Andrew Williams who together 
with Thames Valley Swampfox-
es coach David Harrison offered 
to host a rugby game to raise 
funds to support Myles and 
raise awareness for MND.

The event, which kicks off 
on July 23, includes matches 
between Hauraki North and 
Thames Valley with players 
from both teams invited by 
Myles, plus a curtain raiser be-
tween the Swampfoxes and 
North Harbour B. 

“I love the fact that all of my 
old mates are coming back to-

gether… almost all of them are 
guys I’ve had to do with through 
my rugby career,” Myles said.

“I’ve got two Welsh guys stay-
ing with me at the moment from 
Fishguard, [Wales], they’ve 
come over for the game and 
[for them] to play in this game 
means a lot.”

Helen said all donations from 
the rugby event, the Long Arms 
Challenge and #4miles4myles 
fundraisers would help fund 
their kids’ education, specialised 
equipment to support Myles and 
help her support Myles full time.

“Because motor neuron shuts 
down everything physically, he 
won’t be able to move at all and 
speak,” she said.

“Even though he’s okay at the 
moment, it’s always: when is 
that time I’ll need to be here all 
the time… so any funds we can 
get will help.”

Myles said while MND New 
Zealand supported some equip-
ment costs, more government 
support was needed to support 
those with MND and also to re-
search for a cure.

“We went to social welfare and 

we said if Helen looks after me 
full time, what do we get and for 
us, a family of four would have 
to live on $700 per week, which 
wouldn’t be enough.

“I just don’t know how some 
families live with this diagnosis.”
DETAILS: Hauraki North RFC, Wai-
takaruru, July 23: Swampfoxes vs 
North Harbour B, 12:30pm, Haura-
ki North Invitational XV vs Thames 
Valley Invitational XV, 2:30pm. 
Jersey and general auction, 6pm. 
Donations for Myles: givealittle.
co.nz/cause/myles-macduff-mnd-
awareness.

Myles MacDuff says he faced a “snowball” of health issues in the years following the head injury, before 
finally receiving a diagnosis.                  Photo: GORDON PREECE

CONTINUED FROM  P1
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50% off.
Plus 30 months interest free.*

Sanctuary Escape.

On in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 2.8.22.

The experts in sleep.
*O�er valid to 2.8.22 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good 

faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. *30 Months Interest Free is available on in-store Q Card and Q Mastercard® Flexi Payment Plans & Purchases $999 & over until 2.8.22 Lending criteria, $50 annual account fee, fees, an establishment fee of $55 (first LTF transaction) or a $35 advance 
fee (subsequent LTF transactions) applies. Terms and conditions apply. Minimum payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard interest rate, currently 25.99% p.a., applies at end of interest free period. Rate and fees 
correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Mastercard is a registered trademark and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. See counter for full details. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������    |  PH 07 868 6128

Wheelie Bins mean 
no more bags.

Use the smarter option.
120 Ltr or 240 Ltr with weekly 
or fortnightly pick up options.

Get a bin from Coastal Bins

If its service you require, 
no one beats us!
0800 26 28 25

www. Coastalbins.co.nz 

Truly Local
Truly Local

Do   
EYE STRAINEYE STRAIN
Do you have any of the following 

symptoms when using a 
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa� gue • Light sensi� vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina� on 

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the diff erence

Speed limits reduced on Hauraki roads
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A Hauraki Rd resident who 
feared the day a car would 

come crashing through her 
home has had her worries 
eased by the district council.

Glenice Te Rore spoke to 
Hauraki District Councillors 
last week during hearings of 
its speed management plans. 

She agreed with council’s 
decision to reduce speed lim-
its of some of its rural roads to 
80kmh, including the length 
of Hauraki Rd, which runs be-
tween State Highway 25 and 
State Highway 2 via Turua.

According to council, that 
14km stretch has the high-
est number of crashes for any 
road in the Hauraki district, 
with 67 crashes in the past 10 
years, and seven people either 
killed or seriously injured.

Glenice told councillors that 
in the seven years she has 
lived on a Hauraki Rd inter-
section, she has witnessed two 
serious accidents that resulted 
in cars crashing through her 
fence and into her yard.

“One of the accidents, a lady 
passed away. 

“From what I’ve heard, she 
made a small error but be-
cause of the fast speed of the 
other vehicles, the result was 
huge,” she said.

“I do have fear that vehicles 
will come into my house - hit 

Hauraki Rd, which runs through Turua, will have its speed limit reduced to 80kmh.    Photo: GORDON PREECE

my dwelling - and the front 
rooms are bedrooms.”

In her submission, Glenice 
said she had considered build-
ing a concrete fence to protect 
her home; however, the best 
improvement for the road was 
for it to be widened, with a 
turning bay installed.

She also said steel barri-
ers along the side of the road 
would help mitigate serious 
crashes.

“But the easiest way to pre-
vent other vehicles coming 
into the yards of houses is 
for the speed limits to be re-
duced,” she said. 

Other submitters didn’t 
think Hauraki Rd needed to 
have its 100kmh speed limit 
reduced, with one commenter 
saying he thought it was “one 
of the better and more safer 
roads to go 100 on”. 

Another said decreasing the 
speed limit would “add cost 
to travel times” while one 
more suggested lowering lim-
its would be more dangerous 
than keeping the status quo.

Plains ward councillor Ray 
Broad suggested a compro-
mise of sorts: reducing the 
speed limit of Hauraki Rd to 
90kmh. 

This was supported by 
Waihī councillors Sara How-
ell and Brian Gentil; however, 
the amendment failed to gain 
traction with other elected 
members and it was voted to 

reduce Hauraki Rd to 80kmh  
to the north and south of Tu-
rua township, where the speed 
will remain 50kmh.

Awaiti Rd, just outside of 
Paeroa, was also reduced to 
80kmh, while the residential 
zone of Pipiroa Rd in Ngātea 
was reduced from 70kmh to 

50kmh. 
Thorn Rd and Waitete Rd 

North in Waihī had its speed 
limit reduced by half, from 
100kmh to 50kmh, after con-
cerns were raised by submit-
ters.

Once the speed management 
plan has been updated and ap-

proved by council - expected at 
the end of the month - it will 
be uploaded into the Nation-
al Speed Limit Register and 
council will provide a timeline 
for inception. 
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Health Shuttle service.
Do you have a health related appointment to attend and need
transport? Our Health Shuttle service is available to anyone in the
community for transport to attend any kind of related healthcare
appointment either locally or inter-regional. This includes Hamilton, 
Auckland and Tauranga localities. 

TThere is no charge for this. Getting to your appointments is a priority
for good health outcomes and the service is supported by our
community for the beneet of our community. Simply contribute a
donation or koha as you can. 

Give us a call and discuss your appointment needs on (07) 868 0567
or 0800 934 287.   

Health Shuttle driver vacancies.
WWe have vacancies for volunteer drivers from the Thames, Paeroa,
and Ngatea area for our shuttles. Time commitments for our
volunteers is  exible to accommodate your availability. 

We are also looking to recruit volunteers to help keep our shuttles
washed and clean.

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

To end out more information please call Nikki on:
(07) 868 0555 or email ni(07) 868 0555 or email nikki.tyrrell-baxter@stjohn.org.nz

St John Thames

 B&B deemed ‘unlawful’

A district council staffer, who was at 
one stage interim chief executive, 

will receive reimbursement from his 
landlords after a ruling by the Tenancy 
Tribunal declared the Kōpū property he 
was renting was unlawful.

Rex Capil, Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council’s former governance and 
strategy group manager, lived at Thor-
old Country House in Thames, between 
April 10, 2021 and December 17, 2021.

His contract was originally fixed term 
for a year, due to expire on April 10, 
2022; however, the tribunal has heard 
that due to a change in personal cir-
cumstances, Mr Capil sought to end the 
tenancy early or seek assignment of the 
tenancy.

After attempts of assignment failed, 
an investigation into the lawfulness of 
the cottage as a separate household unit 
was conducted, and in January, 2022, 
Mr Capil gave two-days’ notice to ter-
minate the tenancy on the basis that the 
cottage was unlawful.

Thorold Country House is a bed and 
breakfast on the outskirts of Thames; 
a two-bedroom cottage immediately 
adjacent to the main dwelling on the 
property. 

In her decision, tribunal adjudicator 
Hannah Cheeseman said correspond-
ence from the council indicated there 
was no consent for the kitchen installed 
in the cottage, and that the original per-
mit noted that the cottage was not going 
to be rented separately.

Mr Capil argued that the cottage was 
not permitted to be rented as a sepa-
rate household unit, but owners Wendy 
Hinds and Gary Brunt said there was no 
evidence the cottage was unlawful. 

According to TCDC, council has been 

rating on a per-SUIP (separately used 
or inhabited part) basis since the Local 
Government Rating Act 2002 came into 
force.

A separately used or inhabited part of 
a rateable unit includes any part of the 
property inhabited or used by a person 
other than the owner, and who has the 
right to inhabit or use that part by vir-
tue of a tenancy lease.

Cheeseman found that Mr Capil oc-
cupied the cottage as “a self-contained 
separate household unit”, and by dec-
laration, the premises was an unlawful 
residential premises.

The landlords must pay $3500 in rent 
reimbursement to Mr Capil. 

At the tribunal hearing in Thames 
District Court on July 12, Mr Capil - 
speaking via   Audio-Visual Link from 
Invercargill - also told the adjudicator 
he was accused of using his position at 
the council “inappropriately” to gain in-
formation about Thorold House.

He said he was “taken into the boss’ 
office and severely questioned” about 
his tenancy at Thorold House after an 
email was sent to TCDC from the own-
ers in January, 2022.

The council paid one months’ rent 
as part of Mr Capil’s terms of employ-
ment, but was not party to the tenancy.

The Thorold House owners said they 
“didn’t know which way to turn”, and 
wrote to then-chief executive Rob Wil-
liams explaining they would no longer 
be accepting tenants from TCDC, due to 
the “shocking treatment” of them by the 
tenant.

“The only reason we were in this situ-
ation was because of Covid,” Wendy 
Hinds said. “We’re a B&B - 95 per cent-
plus international - and we’ve had no 
guests since March 15, 2020, and that’s 
why we agreed to have a year rent. 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED ON P13
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Winter Clearance!Clearance!Winter Clearance!Clearance!Clearance!Clearance!Clearance!Clearance!Winter 

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Price subject to mattress and base only.
Only one coupon redeemable per invoice 

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 4pm / Sun 10am - 3pm  Ph: 07 868 3332

COUPON

Free
2x Microfibre 

Pillows
With every 

sleepset

Valid: 24th July

50%
OFF

POSTURE ELITE MED
Queen mattress + Base

NOW ONLY 

$899
NZ 
PINE

Consists of 2x Bedsides Drawers and 
1x Tallboy

SPINE SUPPORTER PILLOWTOP
Queen mattress + Base

NOW $3899
WAS $7798

COMBO
DEAL!

BEST
BUY!

COMBO
DEAL!

COUPON

Free
Mattress
Protector

On purchases of
$1499 and above

Valid: 24th July

NORDIC CHAIR
Colour options available

 NOW ON 
15% OFF

50% 
OFF

SUPER
SAVER!

All sizes available

NOW ONLY 

$1449

All sizes available

NZ PINE COMBO

One LOTR exhibition to rule them all
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Despite never having sat 
through the 558 minutes 

of The Lord of the Rings mov-
ie franchise, 86-year-old Anna 
Vogels has spent the past 
11 months painting Middle-
earth.

It’s true the Waihī soon-to-
be great-great grandmother 
has no interest in watching the 
Peter Jackson-directed trilo-
gy, nor is she familiar with the 
fi ctional world’s comings and 
goings, yet she has depicted 
key scenes from the famous 
fantasy in a series of 40 paint-
ings.

“Mum was running out of 
ideas through Covid, and I 
thought: why doesn’t she do 
The Lord of the Rings, or 
something like that?” Anna’s 
daughter Pauline Vogels told 
The Profi le.

“Mum started off  [painting] 
the Hobbit houses, and so 
me and my daughter printed 
pictures off  the computer for 
her.” 

Using the photos as guides, 
Anna created paintings of 
Mordor and The Eye of Sau-
ron, of Orcs and The Army of 
the Dead, of the Shire and of 
Gandalf, and the iconic por-
trait of Frodo and the One 
Ring.

Anna doesn’t have a favour-
ite piece, but admitted by the 
end of her work, she’d got a 
bit “sick” of depicting the epic 
storyline.

“They’re all the same to me,” 
she said with a laugh.

Anna Vogels, 86, stands by some of the 40 The Lord of the Rings pain� ngs she created.                               Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

The works are now in the 
gallery of the Waihī Arts Cen-
tre and Museum, where they 
will be on display for around a 
month.

Anna has always been crea-
tive. She and her husband 
John emigrated to New Zea-
land from Holland in 1967. 

They used to own the Wait-
awheta Gardens, and John 
installed a kiln so Anna could 
fi re her own pottery. She also 

crocheted, knitted, and made 
crafts and sculptures.

John passed away in June, 
2018, and since then, Pauline 
has helped keep her mother 
busy.

Over the years, Anna has 
painted portraits, landscapes, 
and buildings, and has made 
sculptures out of matchsticks 
and miniature bricks. Her
The Lord of the Rings series 
started in April, 2021, and was 

completed in March, 2022. 
Each painting took around a 

week to complete, and all have 
a “3D-eff ect” and were made 
with a range of mixed media, 
including sand from Golden 
Bay. 

To fuel her habit, Anna 
and Pauline had to buy a box 
of canvases from Sunny’s in 
Paeroa, and there is still no 
stopping Anna and her passion 
for the arts. 

Now, with her The Lord of 
the Rings series completed, it 
might be time for another epic 
series, she said - perhaps Har-
ry Potter.
DETAILS: Anna’s The Lord of the 
Rings painti ngs are now avail-
able to view at the Waihī Arts 
Centre and Museum, 54 Kenny 
St, Waihī.
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Dog registrations
are due 31 July

Grrrr woof... 
have you heard?

If you didn’t get your dog 
registration renewal form in 

the post - contact us now
 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 

or email us at
 info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz

ONE DAY COURSE - FREE

Gain the skills and knowledge to build your own
mental wellbeing and recognise and respond to
mental distress in others.

Whitianga - Tues Aug 2nd
Whangamatā - Wed Aug 3rd
Thames - Thu Aug 4th
Time: 8.30am-4.30pm
Cost: Free

Bookings / Enquiries:
hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

Provided free to the community by St John
Hauraki-Coromandel District Committee.

MENTAL
HEALTH
FIRST AID

Parking time limits at a town near you

Where, and for how long, re-
mains undecided, but one 

thing is certain: the countdown 
is on for parking time limits in 
Waihī and Paeroa.

While some submitters to 
Hauraki District Council’s traf-
fi c and parking bylaw said the 
proposed two-hour time limit 
for the main shopping areas 
of Waihī and Paeroa would rid 
the towns of their “relaxed at-
mosphere”, others called for the 
change. 

And while staff  will review 
the exact time limit - two hours, 
three hours, more, or less - and 
which streets they will extend 
to, elected members did decide 
to introduce the limits almost 
unanimously, with just Waihī 
councillor Brian Gentil opposing 
the limits in his ward.

In the proposed bylaw, the 
parking limits would be in place 
between the hours of 9am-5pm, 
Monday to Friday, excluding 
public holidays.

No time limits were proposed 
for Ngātea.

Margaret Kaye, owner of 
Books on Seddon in Waihī, wel-
comed the two-hour parking 
suggestion for Seddon St, but 
asked for it to be extended on to 
the adjacent Haszard St.

“From where I am, I can see a 
reasonable section of Seddon St, 
and also Haszard St, and I know 
the same cars are parked in al-
most the same positions day af-

Paeroa’s main street will see parking � me limits, but exactly where and for how long is yet to be 
confi rmed by Hauraki District Council.                              File photo: KELLEY TANTAU

ter day for a portion of the day,” 
she told councillors at the July 13 
hearing.

“I also see cars driving round 
and round looking for a car 
park… we need to keep Waihī 
open for business and available 
for business, especially through 
winter - people shouldn’t have to 
walk from the top of Haszard St.” 

Other submitters to the bylaw 
said one of the great diff erences 
of a small country town was the 
ability to park freely. 

Another suggested two hours 

would be too short.
“If a family comes to town to 

walk [the] mine pit… then wants 
to have lunch at a local café, then 
perhaps look around the local 
shops, this couldn’t be achieved 
in a two-hour time frame,” they 
said. 

“The thing people come to 
small towns for is a relaxed at-
mosphere, not one of time limits 
in town when shopping, or eat-
ing out, and enjoying local activi-
ties. Otherwise, perhaps they will 
keep driving to Tauranga to the 

malls, then everyone loses out.”
According to council, between 

May, 2019, and May, 2022, it 
received four service requests 
regarding parking in Seddon St, 
Waihī, and two service requests 
about parking in Paeroa’s main 
streets.

As well as this, councillors had 
received “numerous verbal com-
plaints, particularly regarding 
Paeroa”. 

Dozens 
prep for 
quest

Members of the public are 
encouraged to attend in 

support of the 21 contestants of 
Goldfi elds’ Got Talent contest, 
which started on Tuesday.

The contestants, who mostly 
hail from the Hauraki Plains 
and Thames areas, will be per-
forming in heats between 11am 
to 1pm daily from July 19-21 
through to fi nals night on July 
22.

MC Warren Male said seven 
will perform over each of the 
three days, and three from 
each round - nine in total - will 
move on to the fi nals.

Mr Male said around 60-70 
per cent of contestants would 
be showing off  their vocal 
range, with singing as their 
chosen talent. Also on display 
will be dance routines and a 
cheerleading performance. 

The talent quest will be held 
at Goldfi elds Mall in Thames, 
and organisers earlier said 
they were looking forward to 
providing the chance for young 
people to perform on stage be-
fore an audience.

Mr Male told The Profi le that 
he would like to see crowds 
turn up to support the contest-
ants - especially on fi nals night, 
this Friday, July 22 between 
5pm-7pm.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     July 20, 2022, THE VALLEY PROFILE 07

����

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Toyota Corolla
1.8 Ltr, NZ New, 90 km

$13,990
$15,990

2013 Mazda Atenza
2.0 Ltr Auto, Alloys, Immac Cond

$11,990

2010 Toyota Aurion
V6 Auto, Top Range NZ Model, 
Low kms

 

1990 Daihatsu Delta
2.5 Ltr 5 Speed Diesel Camper,
Fully fi tted, 
Ready
to GO

$18,000

2013 Suzuki Splash
1.2 Ltr Auto, 74 km, Economy

$9,990

2014 Ford Fiesta
1 Ltr Auto Turbo, 

$12,990
Now Only

2011 Ford Mondeo S/W
2.3 Ltr Auto Diesel, Good kms, 
Excellent Condition

$11,990
Top Buy

2005 Toyota Mark X
2.5L Auto, Alloys, Tints etc

Value
$7,990

Cafe opens to support elderly community
An Age Concern initiative 

to bring elderly together is 
now available in Waihī. 

Chinwag Cafe opened its 
doors at Waihī Community 
Resource Centre on July 1 for 
elders to mingle and enjoy a 
hot drink.

Age Concern Hauraki-
Coromandel manager Glenis 
Bell told The Profile Chinwag 
Cafes had been available in 
Ngātea for around five years 
and Thames for around three 
years, so it was decided to es-
tablish one in Waihī after vol-
unteers noticed many Waihī 
elders were experiencing lone-
liness. 

“One of the services we run 
is called a visiting service and 
we have volunteers who go 
into people’s homes for a cup 
of tea and a chat, but you can’t 
put every older person into the 
same bucket,” she said.

“So Chinwag is another op-
tion for people, so they can 
choose which suits them best 
and it’s there really to address 
those who are feeling lonely.

“Loneliness is quite over-
powering for some people, 
and if you live alone [Chinwag 
Cafe] could be the only time 
you get to talk to someone 
for the whole week, when you 
come and have a cup of tea 
and a chat.”

Glenis said a range of things 

Around 15 elders attended the grand opening of Waihī’s Chinwag Cafe.                                                                                           Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

could cause Waihī elders to 
experience loneliness.

“It can be that their part-
ner has just died, or they’ve 
moved house and they’re new 
to Waihī, or their family has 
moved away for employment 
or schooling,” she said.

“Older adults tend to have 
a different terminology to 

younger people… an older 
adult would very rarely admit 
to that terminology [of mental 
health].

“But they will admit to being 
lonely and the loneliness has 
got the same symptoms… so it 
is something that needs to be 
addressed.” 

Glenis hoped the cafe could 

also encourage elders to so-
cialise again after disruptions 
caused by Covid-19.

“Some older adults are still 
reluctant to meet in groups 
and they like to keep them-
selves isolated because they 
think that’s what will keep 
them safe, and of course that 
compounds the loneliness.

“[Chinwag Cafe’s] encourag-
ing them to come back out and 
encourage them to connect 
with people… to provide the 
safest environment they can to 
make them feel comfortable.”
DETAILS: Waihī’s Chinwag Cafe 
will be open every Friday from 
10:30am at Waihī Community 
Resource Centre on Mueller St. 
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Shutters, Curtains & BlindsShutters, Curtains & Blinds

0800 836 587 www.venluree.co.nz

To schedule your in-home consultation email 
Joanne on joanne@venluree.co.nz
Or call

Venluree Tauranga & Coromandel is locally owned by Jo and Dion, who work alongside their customers 
from start to finish to ensure the right product for every window.            Photo: SUPPLIED

Venluree was established in 
1966 and has gone on to be-

come an iconic kiwi brand hav-
ing manufactured thousands of 
Curtains, Blinds and Shutters for 
New Zealanders. Venluree Tau-
ranga & Coromandel is locally 
owned and operated by Jo and 
Dion who have owned their busi-
ness for 11 years. They spread 
their time between the Coroman-
del and the Bay of Plenty.

Jo says, “We have built our 
business around the principals 
of providing excellent advice and 
service, and manufacturing qual-
ity products which stand the test 
of time. As a result, a lot of our 
business is either repeat or word 
of mouth”.

Venluree have their own work-
room and installation team, and 
say that they work alongside 
their customers from start to 
finish to ensure the right product 
for every window.

“Our product range includes 
Curtains, Blinds and Shutters. 
They are such an essential part 
of a home or office. They add 
value and create a more com-
fortable environment whether 
that be improving insulation, 
achieving protection from the 
sun or gaining privacy,” says Jo.

With winter upon us, people 
are wanting to improve insula-
tion to achieve warmer, healthier 
homes. Curtains and Romans 
blinds are great examples of 
products that provide excellent 
insulation, as are honeycomb or 

Healthier and warmer homes with Venluree
ADVERTORIAL

cellular blinds. Dion says, “We 
work with people updating a cou-
ple of rooms, those building as 
well as commercial clients. We 
typically provide in-home consul-
tations which enables our cus-
tomers to see and feel product in 
their own environment, and for 
those at the early stage of the 
building process, we can provide 

provisional pricing off plans. This 
is a great way to help people 
budget, as well as making sure 
that additional fixings are includ-
ed during the early stages of the 
buildprocess”.

If you are considering window 
furnishings, Jo and Dion would 
value the opportunity to put 
together a window furnishing 

plan for you. This is a completely 
complimentary service and the 
team also provided a 12 month 
interest free/payment holiday 
package via Q Card.

From our clients: 
“I have had the best experience 

imaginable with Jo and Dion. They 
have provided us with blinds and 

shutters for four houses now and 
we have more to go. We wouldn’t 
deal with anyone else. They are 
prompt, reliable, professional 
and friendly. They deliver amaz-
ing product every time. Can’t rate 
them highly enough.”    – Trace

“From the first ‘at home’ consult 
with Dion, until installation day, 
customer service and attention 
to detail was amazing. Jo and her 
staff kept me informed every step 
of the process. A quick email to 
let me know what was happen-
ing every few weeks was much 
appreciated. Even a call from the 
installer to let me know he was on 
his way. Please consider this great 
company and team for your win-
dow dressing. Fabulous!!“   – Leigh

“We have been customers of 
Ven Lu Ree for the previous 10 
years and when we made the 
move to Pacific Lakes Village, we 
entrusted them with supplying 
all our curtains, blinds and indoor 
shutters. The work was completed 
to a high standard whilst still re-
maining at a competitive price, 
and everything was in place four 
days prior to us moving in.”   

– Peter and Holly

“The service, communication, 
quality of product and installa-
tion were all first class. Dion and 
Joanne were a pleasure to work 
with. Neville’s installation was ex-
cellent. We highly recommend this 
team.”    – Gina
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AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PAINT REFURBISHMENT OF 
CLASSIC MOTORBIKES

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE   867 7195  l  027 372 4797
                           
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
                                                            
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

SPORTS

Netherton School year 7 pupil Reef Bradley leaps past a Hikutaia player.         Photos:  GORDON PREECE

Ki o rahi and tapu 
ae tournament held 
for Matariki
A ki o rahi and tapu ae tournament was 
held at Paeroa College earlier this month 
to celebrate Matariki and for the district’s 
students in years 5 to 8 to come together 
and enjoy the traditional Māori games. 
Reporter GORDON PREECE headed along to 
capture the action.

Hikutaia School year 8 Jacob Smith prepares to side step.
Miller Avenue School year 7 pupil Declan Marshall 
zooms past the opposition.

Paeroa Central’s Hope Pokiha eyes up the target. Hikutaia School year 7 Rylee Thorburn takes aim.

Paeroa Christian School students enjoy the day.
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House & Site Works • Farming & Rural Demolition
Retaining Walls & Drilling • Civil Earthworks • Landscaping

All Cartage Requirements

PHONE  0800 MONRAD
WWW.MONRADEARTHWORX.CO.NZ

Earthworks and Cartage

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors, 

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565  Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

RuralRural LifeLife
Bull calves wanted after cancelled slinks
Farmers are being encour-

aged to sell reared and 
weaned bull calves to raise 
funds for Hikutaia School.

The call comes after the 
school’s annual slink collection 
fundraiser was cancelled by 
Waitoa stock collection busi-
ness Wallace Group due to is-
sues with transport costs. 

Slinks are young calves that 
die of natural causes, such as 
being stillborn or killed on-
farm.

Principal Wayne Whitney 
told The Profile the cancelled 
slink collection was “no good” 
because the event normal-
ly raised between $3500 to 
$4000 for school projects. 

“What happens is we gather 
a group together and go round 
the local farms in the Hikutaia 
area and [the slinks] go to a 
central spot just down Ferry 
Rd. From there, Wallace Group 
come over and pick them up 
and process them,” he said.

“But sadly we got notification 
that won’t be happening this 
year due to cost of transport 
and I imagine [cost of] fuel and 
resources.

“So our farmers are happy to 
find other means of disposing 
of the slinks and of course we 
miss out on the revenue.”

Wayne said the bull calf fund-
raiser was “a big ask” but hoped 
it would enable the school to re-
coup its funding and help with 
its swimming pool refurbish-
ment, which will cost around 
$7000.

“I’ve spoken to a few farmers 
who are parents of the school 
and some are quite happy to do 
it,” he said.

“It’s quite a generous fund-
raiser because it’s about $500 
per bull calf [so] if we get 14 

farmers who can help out that’s 
$7000 roughly.”

Wayne said he hoped to refur-
bish the swimming pool before 
term four for the students to use 
and be to open for the commu-
nity over the summer holidays. 

By GORDON PREECE “It’s in desperate need of a 
paint… we’ve had it down now 
for two summers and normally 
we’d sell keys for all our com-
munity to come and use the 
pool during summer,” he said.

“We haven’t been able to do 
that for the last couple of years 
from Covid as well.

“But we hope to get the pool 
back up and running early term 
four so we can swim in term 
four and have the pool back up 
and running over the summer 
for our community.”

Wayne thanked PGG Wright-
son’s Dave Stuart for sponsor-
ing the fundraiser alongside 
Allflex Tags, Paeroa Farm 
Source and the school’s PTA 
(parent teacher association) for 
their ongoing support. 

“We’ve got a very active 
PTA that run certain events 
throughout the year like the 
fishing comp and the moto-
cross and they’re quite success-
ful fundraising events,” he said.

“So we’re very fortunate to 
have the supportive parents 
and we’re just trying to re-
establish that because Covid’s 
knocked everything on the 
head.

“Without that support, these 
kids don’t get the luxuries we’re 
able to provide for them so it’s 
huge, we’re a fortunate school 
who has that backing.”

Hikutaia School is calling for farmers to donate bull calves after one of the school’s main fundraisers was cancelled.  
File photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW 
KEA K74S 7�4
P�� ����� � 

������ ����� 
$3,599 ��� ���

NEW 
K74S P���� ����� 

P�� ����� ���� 
�����, �
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������ ����� 
$4,199 ��� ���

NEW 
K85  8�5 A���� 
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T����
	 D���  $4,899 ��� ���

NEW 
KC85 T�
��� 

8�5 P�� F����, 
J����� W����

 
$6,299 ��� ���

1 ONLY NEW KEA 8x5 ECO TIPPING TRAILER • SINGLE AXLE GALVANISED PLY FLOOR  $3,299 INC GST

RuralRural LifeLife

WRC coastal plan review criticised
Questions have been raised 

over Waikato Regional 
Council’s handling of its coastal 
plan review. 

The council is taking a fresh 
look at its coastal plan, which 
became operative in 2005, to 
take into account current issues, 
community aspirations, legisla-
tive changes and national and 
regional policy direction. 

Council said a common theme 
raised by its iwi partners and 
stakeholders during the review 
preparations was the protection 
of indigenous biodiversity and 
historic heritage sites along the 
Waikato regions coastlines.

The feedback prompted coun-
cil to identify and map these po-
tential sites and it is now seeking 
public submissions on how they 
could be protected and restricted. 

Coromandel MP Scott Simp-
son told The Profi le the review 
worried him as one option being 
discussed was the establishment 
of marine reserves.

“I suspect that what is happen-
ing is they are using the environ-
ment court’s decision which re-
viewed and confi rmed the Bay of 
Plenty Regional Council’s ability 
to create a marine reserve around 
the Astrolabe Reef,” he said. 

“Creation of marine reserves 
have always traditionally in 
terms of our statutory been the 
preserve of central government, 
that’s why we have a Fisheries 
Act, [and] that’s why we have a 

By GORDON PREECE

Ministry of Fisheries. 
“Marine reserves are always 

controversial and we all know 
the Hauraki Gulf in particular is 
deteriorating… so the health and 
state of the Gulf is a big issue but I 
don’t think this is an area region-
al councils should get involved 
with.”

Thames-Coromandel regional 
councillor Denis Tegg said cen-
tral government’s decision on 
marine reserves was a “complete 

misunderstanding of the law”. 
“Under the RMA [Resource 

Management Act] and under 
the NZ Coastal Policy Statement 
and the decision of the Court of 
Appeal… regional councils now 
don’t have a choice whether to 
ask the questions about whether 
there should be any marine pro-
tected areas,” he said.

 “It’s not as if the council could 
say we have the ability to do this 
but we’re simply not going to ask 

the public whether it should hap-
pen, that’s complete legal non-
sense. 

“The council must at least ask 
the question whether the public 
believe there should be any areas 
or not, and that’s where we’re at 
at the moment.”

Mr Tegg said there were several 
ways to protect the identifi ed ar-
eas in the council’s review.

“They range from fully no take 
to something quite less than 

that,” he said. 
“You could have a scenario 

where… you can’t do any bottom 
impact fi shing because you’re im-
pacting the marine biodiversity 
too much and therefore you can’t 
use a dredge but it’s okay for you 
to go out in your boat and put a 
rod over the side.”

Submissions are open until the 
end of July before a full coastal 
plan draft is notifi ed for public 
submission early next year. 

The Waikato Regional Council map shows coastal areas iden� fi ed as poten� al sites of indigenous biodiversity and historic heritage.                                   SUPPLIED
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Community Service Awards 2022
Our Community Service Awards are a way of giving 
some well-deserved recognition to unsung heroes of 
our communities.
Know someone who deserves to be honoured for their 
hard work? You can nominate a local hero by visiting 
our website and completing a nomination form at 
tcdc.govt.nz/csa

COROMANDELCOROMANDELOUR
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council 20 July, 2022

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames, Phone: 07 868 0200
www.facebook.com/
ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

Get our free eNewsletters!
tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

TC
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30
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Nominations open 
for local elections
If you're looking to stand for Mayor, Council or a 
Community Board in the coming elections and 
want a heads-up on the key strategic issues for our 
Council, our Pre-Election Report is now available.

This is our Council's guide to what's involved in being 
an elected member and some of the larger issues we 
are facing, including the big ones of Climate Change, 
Three Waters (wastewater, stormwater and drinking 
water) reforms and the current ministerial review of 
local government.

These reforms and legislative changes are likely to result 
in signi� cant changes to the current structures, functions 
and powers of local bodies, so this report is a great way to 
get up to speed.

Pre-Election Reports are prepared independently of 
Elected Members and required by law to include the 
Council’s � nancial position and upcoming major projects.

How to vote:
If you live in the Coromandel make sure you’re on the 
Parliamentary Roll: vote.nz

If you don’t live here but pay rates here, make sure you’re 
on the Ratepayer Roll: tcdc.govt.nz/election

Apply now for our 
Community Board grants

Each Community Board area has a contestable 
grants pool to encourage and support not-for-profi t 
organisations that have a positive impact on the 
community.
Thames Community Board - $75,000 
Applications close 31 July. tcdc.govt.nz/cbgrants

Get more community funding support
We’ve partnered with Funding HQ and will be hosting 
workshops around the district this month to help 
you diversify your funding options. This is so groups 
can look at what other avenues may be available for 
funding other than the Community Board grants.
Thames: Monday 25 July, 9am – 12:30pm at the Jack 
McLean Community Recreation Centre in the multi-
purpose room.
RSVP lisa.church@tcdc.govt.nz

Find out what the Three 
Waters Reform means for 

the Coromandel

Three Waters 
Reform

 tcdc.govt.nz/threewatersreform

The government’s legislation on the Three Waters 
Reform is in the Select Committee process. This is 
now the opportunity for people to put in a submission 
on the government’s reforms. Go to the parliament.nz
website by 22 July to let the government know what you 
think about this important reform to the provision of 
water services.

Our Council will be ratifying its submission to the Bill at 
the 14 July Council meeting.

From 1 August you’ll be able to pay for boat trailer 
parking and launching with a new, easy to use QR code 
system – right at the boat ramp.

Not able to pay by QR code? No problem, you’ll still be 
able to purchase passes from our Council o�  ces and 
participating retailers.
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free courses • free transport

Depressed? Stressed? 
Out of sync with the world?

Be like Richard...

www.valleyeduca� on.co.nz

Valley Educa� on
Call or text us

07 868 7892 
027 314 1577

Hi guys, just wanted to drop you a line and say thanks. I did some courses with you in 2014, a couple 
of level 1 courses and a level 2 mechanical engineering one.
I was at a pre� y nega� ve � me in my life, bad rela� onship, lost job etc. I had previously always worked 
in less hands-on jobs and found work stressful. I gained so much confi dence and enthusiasm for 
life in the � me I studied with Valley Educa� on. I was able to complete my work ahead of schedule 
and use the equipment to prac� ce on my own projects. This got me really enthused with star� ng a 
business and working for myself. There was a small business workshop in Thames that we went to 
with Valley Educa� on and by the end of the year I was full of confi dence, enthusiasm and direc� on. 
Since then I have con� nued studying. I did my level 3 in Organic Hor� culture and level 4 Small 
Business Management by correspondence through SIT. I used the confi dence in my prac� cal skills 
while I did correspondence, rebuilding an old sawmill and renova� ng a house in Tokoroa. I have 
con� nued studying, comple� ng a diploma in sustainable development through Open Polytechnic 
in 2016, and am now only a couple of months away from comple� ng my Bachelors in Applied 
Science (Environment).
In March this year I moved down south to Otago with my partner. We have bought 26 acres and 
begun the journey of star� ng our own farm and working towards organic cer� fi ca� on. We began 
building our dream house in January with the sawmill I restored. I wanted to take the � me to 
thank VETEL for the environment you provided back 4 years ago. To a degree I ended up on your 
door because I was depressed, stressed and out of sync with the world I was living in. In my � me 
with you I met real people, I learned prac� cal hands on skills. I developed confi dence to go a� er 
both the knowledge and the skill-sets that I need. There are lots of places that will teach you what 
to think, or what to do. I feel Valley Educa� on showed me how to access knowledge and apply it 
prac� cally. 
Your contribu� on will always mean a lot to me. Cheers Richard

Sealey & Queen Sts, Thames   Ph Pete  027 2577 777

2010 Suzuki Jimny     2016 Toyota Hiace ZL  

$16,990 $35,9903L diesel, 5 spd manual, 
109,000kms. 

1.3L petrol, 5 spd manual, 
68,000ks, NZ new    

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fi ttings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

“In the whole time, the eight 
months the tenant stayed at our 
property, he never, ever spoke 
to us about anything; he never 
discussed any problems with 
us,” she said. 

“We got to the stage where we 
wanted to let council know we 
wouldn’t take any more tenants 
because of the situation.”

However, Cheeseman said 
the email to Mr Capil’s em-
ployer was “serious” and caused 
“embarrassment” to the tenant. 
She said it was a breach in pri-
vacy and ordered the landlords 
to pay an additional $1500 to 
Mr Capil.

“It’s something that is very 
regrettable, that it’s even come 
to being here, and we in future 
need to read papers a bit more 
thoroughly because we didn’t 
understand,” Wendy said.

“But we won’t be able to rent 
[the cottage] out anyway, so 
we’ve lost our business, basi-
cally.”

Cheeseman said the couple 
“unfortunately” joined a long 
line of landlords who had pur-
chased properties that were 
later found to be unlawful. 

In total, Thorold Coun-
try House must pay Mr Capil 
$5020.44. In May, Mr Capil 
tendered his resignation from 
TCDC.

Cottage’s
kitchen 
‘unlawful’
CONTINUED FROM P4

Two years in SPCA for Sam the Kelpie

The day Sam gets adopted 
will be the day a ticker-

tape parade marches around 
the Thames SPCA.

The seven-year-old Kelpie- 
cross has now spent two years 
in the centre, and although 
he’s become part of the furni-
ture, manager Lisa Handcock 
says it’s time for Sam to find 
his forever home.

“We sit here and scratch our 
heads because we don’t know 
why he’s still here. We’ve 
adopted dogs out of here that 
have way more baggage than 
what Sam comes with,” Lisa 
tells The Profile. 

“He just seems to get over-
looked.”

Sam requires a special hy-
poallergenic diet, and a prop-
erty that has sturdy, high fenc-
es.

Other than that, Sam - who 
was a former pound dog after 
being abandoned by his own-
ers - has “a crack-up personal-
ity”, Lisa says. 

“We reckon we should start 
a Tinder dating profile for 
him; do a bit of marketing… 
but when he leaves, we’re go-
ing to have to have a morning 
tea for him; it’ll be like a staff 
member is leaving.”

Lisa says that while the cen-
tre does its best for every dog, 
the reality is - they are still liv-
ing in a centre. 

However, there is a miscon-

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ception that dogs residing in 
a centre have a “shelf life” - 
which isn’t true, she says.

“We commit to the animals 
to try to find them a home… 
and we’re going to get there 
with Sam, I know we are.” 

The Thames centre is one of 
six SPCAs across the country  
offering a 50 per cent discount 
on dog adoptions during the 

school holidays.
Running until July 24, the 

discount aims to relieve capac-
ity issues at the centres, which 
Lisa says were being caused by 
“a perfect storm” of circum-
stances. 

“Since Covid, anyone in the 
rescue business has been in-
undated with puppies and 
dogs. There are dogs that were 

adopted during Covid, and 
now people’s financial situ-
ation has worsened, or they 
are back at work in the office, 
and the dogs are being surren-
dered,” she says.

“It’s the worst I’ve seen as far 
as dogs go since 2016 when I 
started here.” 

The Thames centre has nine 
internal kennels and all are 
full. 

But Lisa says no matter the 
demand, all prospective fami-
lies must apply and meet the 
criteria to adopt, including 
passing a property inspection.

If they are renting, they 
must supply their landlord’s 
approval.

“It is a forever thing and 
there is financial commitment 
owning a pet,” she says.
DETAILS: For more information 
about the discount, or to en-
quire about adopting, visit the 
Thames SPCA at 321 Ngati Maru 
Highway, or phone 07 868 6830.

Sam, 7, has been in the Thames SPCA for two years after being 
abandoned by his owners.          Photo: SUPPLIED

“We sit here and 
scratch our heads be-
cause we don’t know 

why he’s still here. We’ve 
adopted dogs out of here 
that have way more bag-

gage than what Sam 
comes with.” 

- Lisa Handcock
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Make your voice heard
Make a submission on Labour’s Three Waters today. 
Visit www.parliament.nz and search for Water Services Entities Bill

Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Chainsaws 
from 
$319

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
prescottsgarages.co.nz021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

Prescott Garages 
1 Hikuai Settlement Road

Rear Catcher 
Mowers 

from 
$7779 

Lawn Tractors 
from 

$4729 

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. We also demonstrate and deliver. 

Automower Mower 
Sales and Installations, 

check out 
our working unit. 

SPORTS

Senior A player Juston Vaimalu heads for the try-line despite strong opposi� on from COBRAs.      Photos: TERESA RAMSEY

A Thames Senior B player looks for support.

Dwayne Hughes receives a hard tackle.

Senior A’s Ryan Leopold.

Double win
Thames Rugby & Sports Club 
dominated the Valley club fi nals 
on Saturday, taking home both 
Senior A and Senior B trophies in 
an exci� ng a� ernoon of play in 
perfect condi� ons. Despite a home 
advantage for COBRAs at Boyd 
Park, Te Aroha, Thames Senior A 
took home the McClinchy Cup in 
a fast-paced and physical match 
that went into over� me thanks 
to a 32-all draw at the full � me 
whistle. COBRAs scored a penalty 
kick in the fi rst half of over-� me, 
but the Thames side fought back 
in the second half, digging deep 
to score an impressive try off  the 
back of a scrum. A fi nal penalty 
clinched a 40-35 win for Thames 
in the 100-minute game in front 

of a large crowd of supporters. 
Tries were scored by: Tui Toai-
Key, Laulea Ma’u, Juston Vaimalu, 
Ryan Leopold and Richard Judd; 
with Jarrod Goodall kicking three 
conversions and three penal� es. 

Meanwhile, Thames Senior 
B took home the Lawrence 
Memorial Cup for the second 
year running a� er a close match 
against Mercury Bay. Thames led 
most of the game un� l near the 
end when the Bay edged ahead, 
before Thames came back in 
style with a 24-17 win. Tries were 
scored by Dalton Broughton and 
Mitch Murphy, and Knox Rangi-
Way kicked one conversion and 
four penal� es.

Thames Senior B celebrate winning the the Lawrence Memorial Cup.

MORE PHOTOS P15
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THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust • Mobility Scooters 

• Wheelchairs 
• Walkers 

• Electric Lift Chairs 
• Bathroom and 
  Toilet Aids 
• Continence 
   Products• Daily Living 

  Products - 
  Reachers, SockAids,   
  Walking Sticks 
  and more

• We will also do 
   our best to source 
   other products on 
   request

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

SALES & SERVICE HIRE & SALES

DAILY LIVING AIDS

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) • Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 • E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

MM Linen 

SALE

1/2 price 

on 

selected 

items

• Cushions        • Jewellery       • Wall Art   
• MASKS    • Handbags & Accessories    

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

Ngatea Memorial Hall
Friday Aug 5th to Sunday Aug 7th

T����’� P�������� U���
����

Fri & Sat 10am - 4pm Sun 10am - 3pm
Entry: $5 Includes cuppa & scone/muffi  n

An exhibi� on of members quilts 
and club challenges.

Sales tables with lots of quilts for sale.

Also featuring 
Aotearoa Quilters Colour Challenge  “Brown”, 

& Members Challenge “Lines”
& the Hoff man Challenge.

Merchants: Bernina Tauranga, Quil� que, 
Aroha Quilts, ‘Tis the Season, 

Needles & Pins, Bowerbird

SPORTS

Laulea Ma’u scores a try for Thames Senior A.                       Photos: TERESA RAMSEY

Thames Senior A’s Soshia Tuihalangingie makes a run for it.

A great scrum for Senior Bs.

A Senior B player clears the ball.

Senior A’s Sione Toa pushes through COBRAs defence.

Senior A players prepare for a scrum.

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the Valley 

Profi le are available

for purchase, contact us today!

editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz 

0204 0944 853

Font  ::  Times (modified)

C  100
M  25
Y   0
K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100
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Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

6 Pinnock Place Offers Over $739,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 bedrooms & 4th bedroom/hobby room
• Fully tiled bthrm/spa pool/wood pellet fire
• 809m2(m or l) section/Single garage/Garden shed

RN1436 1114

37 Raratuna Street Offers Over $660,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 bedrms / HRV /Heatpump /Rural views
• Lrge sngle grge w. wrkshp / Garden shed
• Great position / 880m2(m or l) section

RN1435 1113

108A Fenton Street, Thames Offers Over $790,000

NEW

LISTING

A wonderful property on a quiet street being close to the town centre, swimming pool and schools and offering
a north facing sunny living area, three double bedrooms, internal access garage and fully fenced section.
Everything a family could ask for and no need for loads of maintenance.

RT5719 1113

Paeroa Offers Over $1,100,000  (Inc GST)

• Rural House and Land Package
• 5859 sqm (more or less) sloping section
• 4 bedroom home to be built on site

RRP223 1224

Paeroa Offers Over $760,000

• 3 brms, master + ensuite, beautifully renovated
• Open plan, butler's pantry, heatpump, woodburner
• 683m2 (more/less) section with views

RG1973 1223

322 Thames Coast Road By Negotiation

This 1305m2 waterfront property offers a high
studded character home recently modernised &
renovated. Loft over garage and covered verandah.

RT5714 1224

104A Brunton Cres Offers Over $680,000

This bundle of joy is looking for new owners.
Immaculately presented throughout and having a
total refurbish inside with new kitchen & bathroom.

RT5695 1112

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Meteor appears over Thames

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.
1871

The extraordinary appearance 
of a meteor astonished a man 

walking on the beach at Short-
land around 8.30 one evening.

The night was cloudy and the 
moon partly covered. The falling 
star resembled a bar of heated 
iron, wedge shaped, about 15 feet 
long. At its base it appeared red 
hot, and this colour gradually 
darkened towards that of a bar of 
iron immersed in water. 

It traversed the heavens from 
north to south until it sank 
from view a short distance be-
yond the telegraph turrets at the 
mouth of the Piako River.

It was visible for about half a 
minute and on its transit occa-
sionally buried itself in the dark 
cloud before reappearing in bold 
relief against patches of clear sky. 

The sight was magnificent in 
the extreme. Once it vanished, 
the clouds cleared away and the 
moon shone forth in a double 
brilliancy. 

The stunning sight was also 
witnessed by many who were 
taking their after-church walk 
and gave rise to expressions 

Grahamstown, Thames, in the 1870s.                                Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

of wonder and amazement. The 
spot where it disappeared was in 
the swampy ground between the 
Piako River and the main land at 
Miranda. It would be impossible 
to find, even if the spot where it 
fell could be discovered. Local 
Māori said that such an appear-
ance was a sure indication of ap-
proaching war and as it had gone 
in the direction of Piako, that war 
would be in the Waikato. 

Specimens of coal from Miran-
da were brought over to Graham-
stown by Mr Foot of Bridgewa-
ter farm, which was about eight 
miles from the sea. He had been 
prospecting and sinking holes on 
a coal seam on his property for 
about 2.5 miles.

He came to an immense body 
of coal and brought to Thames 
over half a ton to exhibit. Some 
large blocks could be seen at Mr 
William’s office, Brown St, and 
several bags full at Mr Unthank’s 
in Coromandel St. Some of the 
coal when tested proved to be 
very good. If it continued to show 
promise, the value of the find 

would be incalculable as with a 
failing supply from the Bay of 
Islands, another coal field was 
needed. 

At Tapu, many white and red 
cornelians - a reddish type of 
quartz, and other pretty stones 
were scattered about the sea-
shore. These gems, properly 
mounted, were becoming some-
what fashionable in Auckland. 
They were purchased by Mr 
Lewisson for that purpose, and 
Tapu residents were advised to 
bear this in mind during their 
walks on the beach. 

Also at Tapu, a bullock in an in-
ebriated state, having eaten some 
potent native plant, went rolling 
down a mining shoot around 80 
feet high, and landed on the floor 
of Mr Buckland’s machine, to the 
great consternation of the man 
working there. 

After a walk round the floor the 
bull went out and fell into a deep 
hole at the end of the building, 
but on recovering its legs again it 
ran down the creek like a shot, ev-
idently none the worse for wear.

Coromandel’s representative 
on Waikato Regional Council 

is seeking another three years to 
build on the “great momentum” of 
his first term, he said.

Denis Tegg was elected on to 
the regional council in 2019, and 
said he had learned that it was 
“essential” to work collaboratively 
with other councillors and staff; 
remembering that he was just one 
of 14 councillors voted in to make 
a positive change. 

“As the Thames-Coromandel 
representative on regional coun-
cil for the last three years, I have 
had a significant influence on the 
council’s actions on rates afford-
ability, improved water quality 
and public transport, economic 
development, climate change and 
the overall wellbeing of our com-
munities.  

“This is great momentum,” he 
said, “but there is so much more I 
wish to achieve for our communi-
ties.”

Mr Tegg told The Profile 
Thames has been his home for 48 
years. He was a law professional 
for 45 of those years and said he 
worked “tirelessly” to create a bet-
ter future for ensuing generations.

If successful at this year’s local 
body elections - voting day is on 
October 8 - Mr Tegg said his key 
goals for the next term was estab-
lishing a public transport link be-
tween and within most towns, and 
expanding the council’s leader-

Tegg to seek re-
election for WRC
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ship on how to reduce emissions.
“I ask the hard questions, hold 

agencies and officials to account, 
and determinedly pursue practi-
cal solutions,” he said.

“In the last three years, Thames-
Coromandel has received larger 
economic development grants 
than any other part of the region.”

According to Mr Tegg, 
$200,000 was granted towards 
the purchase of New Chums 
Beach headland, near Whangap-
oua, while $2 million was granted 
for the development of the Sugar-
loaf Wharf at Coromandel Town.

On climate action, the council 
has led the way by achieving a 
45 per cent reduction in its own 
emissions, and through the ex-
pert guidance it provides to other 
councils and the public on flood 
hazards, drought, sea-level rise, 
and other climate change risks.
DETAILS: Candidate nominations for 
local body elections are now open.  
More info at: vote.nz.

Denis Tegg
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Paeroa, 14 Willoughby Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/14-willoughby-street-paeroa

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 132 Edward Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/132-edward-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 202 Grafton Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/202-grafton-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 1 2

Asking Price $795,000

Thames, 106B Pleasant Wood Place
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/106b-pleasant-wood-place-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 1 2

Asking Price $1,045,000

Puriri, 8945 Paeroa Kopu Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/8945-paeroa-kopu-road-puriri

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 514A Sandes Street,
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/514a-sandes-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $655,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

SPORTS
Lions serve up table tennis at Goldfi elds
A new table tennis area put to-

gether by Thames Lions Club 
for its fi nal community project 
has roared into action at Gold-
fi elds Shopping Centre.

Dubbed the Lions Den, the 
area has three high quality table 
tennis tables purchased using 
some of Thames Lions Club’s fi -
nal funds and will be open for the 
community seven days a week.

The space also features a com-
munity piano, which had been 
donated to Thames Lions by 
Thames piano teacher Sharyn 
Clark.

Thames Lions Club president 
Mike Furey told The Profi le even 
though the organisation dis-
banded at the end of May after 
it couldn’t attract enough new 
members, the Lions Den was al-
ways planned.

“It’s designed to be a commu-
nity centre, we’ve done the fun-
draising but the Lions are giving 
it back and hopefully putting it 
into something for everyone to 
use,” he said.

“[Table tennis is] a wonderful 
sport for all ages, you can make 
lots of friends, it’s a very sociable 
sport, it’s a form of fi tness, [it’s] 
good for developing co-ordina-
tion and it’s a lot of fun.”

Mike said people wanting to 
play table tennis at the Lions 
Den would need to bring their 
own bats and balls and urged the 
community to respect the space.

“I really want people to realise 
the Lions [have] put very good 

quality tables in there and we 
want people to really respect the 
area because if they get vandal-
ised we won’t be able to replace 
them,” he said. 

Mike said the table tennis ta-
bles cost $850 each. 

A grand opening was held for 
the Lions Den on July 7 with 
a speech from Mike, and table 
tennis demonstrations by Table 
Tennis New Zealand players Leo 
Mamedov and Gina Liu.

The players held coaching ses-
sions for students from Moana-
taiari, Pārāwai and St Francis 
schools throughout the morning 
before coaching table tennis at 
Thames High School.

Thames South School students 
were coached by Mike at the Li-
ons Den on July 8 and each pri-
mary school student was given 
a table tennis bat and two balls 
courtesy of Stirling Sports.

Goldfi elds Shopping Cen-
tre manager John Freer told 
The Profi le he decided to give 
Thames Lions Club the former 
Covid-19 Vaccination Centre 
space for free because it was 
empty and would be a “good 
idea” for kids activities.

“I thought let’s give it a go… 
It’s providing some activity and 
community involvement at the 
centre so it’s quite an exciting lit-
tle opportunity,” he said.

However, Mr Freer said it was 
possible the Lions Den might 
only be temporary as it was one 
of three spaces in Goldfi elds he 
was looking to lease and would 
need to prioritise tenants.

Mike said if that happened, 
the table tennis tables would 
shift to another empty space in 
Goldfi elds or be donated to local 
schools as a last resort.

“I would like to highlight the 
fact that [the Lions Den] is for 
the general public, but we need 
to look after it as an opportunity 
because it may not last… so we 
need people to really respect it,” 
he said. 

Table Tennis New Zealand players Gina Liu and Leo Mamedov demonstrate their skills to primary school kids.     

By GORDON PREECE

 RIGHT: Thames Lions Club’s Mike 
Furey, le� , Luis Velocci and Dennis 

Karl outside Lions Den.
Photos: GORDON PREECE
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Players queue for a shoot out. 

Magic 
family day 
in Ngātea
Hauraki Plains Netball 
Centre hosted a fam-
ily fun netball night on 
July 6 with plenty of 
on-court action. More 
than a dozen teams of 
primary school players 
from around the Hauraki 
competed with friends 
and family. Waikato Bay 
of Plenty Magic player 
Oceane Maihi also at-
tended for photos with 
kids and their parents. 
Reporter GORDON PREECE 
took centre court to cap-
ture the action. 

Milla Irving calls for open players. Ruby Gibbs looks up after shooting for goal. 

Magic player Oceane Maihi with some fans. Paige Linton looks to pass. 

Girls get involved on the courts. 

201 Pollen St • www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963 

Paul Saunders 021 220 00980800 11 11 10
Saunders Mitsubishi

RUN-OUT MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER LS 
*2.4L petrol engine
*Dual zone air cond.
*18” alloy wheels
*7 seats
*7.2L/100km

NEW MITSUBISHI ASX *2.0L petrol engine
*Reversing camera
*7.6L/100km 
*5 star safety
*Auto

$33,990 
+ ORC

or FINANCE

$27,990 + 

ORC + CCF or 

FINANCE

SPORTS
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2019 Toyota C-HR LTD, Top Spec   $32,990
2019  Toyota Raize, low kms,small Suv   $31,990 
2018 Toyota CH-R, Turbo, AWD, NZ New  $29,990
2017  Toyota Camry, GL, 2.5 auto,    $17,990
2016 Toyota Hilux S/Cab, 2WD, 2.8 T/Diesel $29,990
2016  Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys  $17,990
2015  Toyota RAV4 2.5 ltr AWD, GXL, T/Bar   $28,790
2014  Toyota Hilux, 4wd, SR5, auto   $37,990 
2013  Toyota Aqua, Hybrid     $13,990
2010  Toyota Hilux, 4wd, SR5, auto, low kms  $37,990 

2019 Toyota Corolla SX, 2.0P Sedan, Low Kms $27,990
2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, 3.5P  $43,990
2018  Toyota Rav4 GX 2.5P AWD SIGNATURE CLASS $34,290
2018 Toyota Rav4 GXL, 2.0L, 2WD, NZ New  $32,990
2018  Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 ltr, Auto $19,990
2017  Toyota C-HR 1.2PT/CVT     $29,990
2017  Toyota Corolla GLX, 1.8P H/Back, Alloys, Auto $21,990
2017  Toyota Corolla GX 1.8P Sedan    $17,990
2015  Nissan Pulsar ST 1.8L NZ New    $13,990
2011 Toyota Hilux 2.7P 2WD SC 5M    $21,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance -         Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance -          Kent Ravenhill  027 878 0642

2016 Toyota Hilux SR5 2021 Toyota Camry SX
Hybrid, 1 Owner, Low kms

$47,990$48,990

2017-2019 KIA Sportages
  Petrol & Diesel Options 

AVAILABLE 

2019 KIA Stinger GT
3.3 V6 Twin Turbo

ALL NEW 2022 KIA Sportage
LIMITED STOCK 
AVAILABLE

2022 KIA Stonic LX Auto     
AVAILABLE NOW

$25,990
+ORC

THAMES VALLEY KIA
321 Pollen Street, Thames

Ph 07 868 8951
Paul Griffi n 021 169 4036
www.ThamesKia.co.nz

FROM
$25,990 $54,990

FROM
$39,990

+ORC

4WD, 2.8TD, Auto
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement
Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 

of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  
Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 

o� er stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 

Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, 
loving the choice...

A lifestyle village in 
Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view 

by appointment
Come and experience 

the diff erence!

82 Richmond St, Thames              0800 868 5484                 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames              0800 868 5484                 www.richmondvillas.co.nz
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ACROSS 
1 Schematic drawing (7)
4 Disparagement of 

something one cannot
acquire (4,6) 

9 Glossy transparent paint (7)
13 Scarce (4)
14 Nautical yes (3,3) 
15  Human-like sculpture, 

model (6)
16 Seventh-heaven (7)
19 Laid waste to (10)
20 Congenial (8)
21 Thin porridge (5)
24 Food store (6) 
25 Gun kick (6)
27 Indirectly, sidelong (9)
32 Rascality (8)
33 Unit of current (6) 
34 Incapacitate (7)
38 French emperor (8) 
39 Long step (6) 
40 Haul (4) 
41 Wet (5) 
42 Tending to flow; liquid (5)
45 Accept or tolerate whether

or not you want to (4,2,2,4,2)

52 Make reference to (5)
55 X-rated (5) 
56 Monarch (4) 
57 Deserving (6)
58 Piling up (8) 
61 Implement (7) 
62 Keg (6) 
63 Bordering against (8)
66 Made right (9)
68 Incapable (6)
69 Smiles smugly (6)
73 Keen (5) 
74 Combined effort of a 

group (8) 
76 Not vowels (10)
81 Cheese type (7)
82 Small cave (6)
83 Tool for gripping (6)
84 Information (4) 
85 Endeavour (7) 
86 Everlastingness (10)
87 Netted (7)

DOWN 
1 Challenged (5)
2 Antbear (8)
3 Distress signal (6)
4 Proportion (5)
5 Expended (4)
6 Exuberantly joyful (7) 
7 Illicit sexual relationship (6) 
8 Goad (3,2)

10  Curve (4)
11  Without affectation (7)
12 Sibling (6)
17 In particular (10)
18 Knitting stitch (5)
22 Wedding paper (8) 
23 Glaringly vivid (5)
24 Novice (7)
26 Heroic narrative poem (4) 
28 Tedium (7)
29 Learning establishment 

(6) 
30 Charm (6) 
31 Drop steeply (6)
33 Spanish friend (5)
35 Saying (5)
36 Whirl (4) 
37 Japanese garment (4)

43 Modernise (6)
44 Synthetic fibre (5)
46 Eye part (4)
47 Etch (7)
48 Foil (6)
49 Bucolic (5)
50 Sudden violent 
      disturbance (8) 
51 Entices (6)
52 Bitterness, rancour (10)
53 Go bankrupt (4)
54 Gets back (7)
59 Journal (5)
60 Temporary period of calm 

(4) 
64 Played a role (5)
65 Sot (8) 
67 Late (7)
68 Strange (7)
70 Chaste (anag)(6)
71 Lowest (6) 
72 Fish hawk (6)
75 Unite (5) 
77 Yellow-green colour (5)
78 Sedate, decorous (5)
79 Buckle out of shape (4)
80 Exposed (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60

61 62 63

64 65

66 67 68 69

70 71 72

73 74 75 76 77 78

79 80

81 82 83 84

85 86 87

79

ACROSS
1  Hot-water burn (5)
4  Too honest to indulge 
in wrongdoing (5,9)
11  Damp (5)
14  Overly eager speed 
(5)
15  Doctor’s instrument 
(11)
16  Last work or act 
before retirement (8)
19  Distinguished 
musician (7)
20  Barrister’s 
instructions (5)
21  Bride’s collection (9)
24  Gut (9)
26  Infrequently (6)
27  Large serving dish 
(6)
31  Tranquillity (5)
32  Hat maker, seller (8)
34  Not pertinent to the 
matter at hand (10)
37  Tree (3)
39  Fortified white wine 
(7)
40  Handwriting (6)
41  Mar (6)
42  Planet (4)
43  Communication (7)
46  Theory (10)
51  Tongs (7)
55  Cat’s lives (4)
56  Colony of rabbits (6)
57  Ban (6)
58  Business tycoon (7)
60  Fuel (3)
62  Takes into custody 
(10)

63  Egg dish (8)
64  Trainee (5)
67  Culpable (6)
68  Caress (6)
69  Extra (9)
74  Dry (9)
75  Short crowbar (5)
76  Concert by a soloist 
(7)
81  Insolvent (8)
82  Magician’s chant 
(11)
83  Concur (5)
84  Hardy fabric (5)
85  Favourite person, 
one who is loved best 
(5,2,4,3)
86  Get to one’s feet (5)

DOWN
2  Man’s neckwear (6)
3  Water lily (5)
5  Pieces (4)
6  Old hand (7)
7  Digging tool (6)
8  Unwell (4)
9  Endangers (8)
10  Most recent (6)
11  Very small bottles of 
spirits (10)
12  Fe, a metal (4)
13  Increase tension (7)
17  Multiply (5)
18  Signs for admirer 
(10)
22  Narrow band (5)
23  Split up (8)
25  Core (7)
26  Prison term (7)
28  Act properly (6)

29  Blue dye (6)
30  Alleviation (6)
33  Fortunate (5)
35  Jobs (5)
36  Ship’s prison (4)
38  Be too late for (4)
43  Craze (5)
44  Brief general 
summary (8)
45  Tooth covering (6)
46  Genetic (10)
47  Stink (4)
48  Pair (7)
49  Dish before main 
course (6)
50  Fatuous (5)
52  Elliptical (4)
53  Man-horse creature 
(7)
54  Golf club (6)
59  Bowl-shaped 
percussion instrument 
(10)
61  Direct (5)
65  Able to be carried 
(8)
66  Basketry willow (5)
67  Retire (2,2,3)
70  Direction-finder (7)
71  Short-sightedness 
(6)
72  Keep (6)
73  Public house (6)
77  Cast metal bar (5)
78  Shortly (4)
79  Young cow (4)
80  Military force (4)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Bend over backwards, 10 Merchant, 15 Repast, 16 Chatterbox, 17 Premiere, 19 Perform, 
21 Adult, 22 Altimeter, 25 Acetylene, 27 Kidnaps, 29 Octave, 33 Front, 34 Tailings, 36 Salamander, 39
Use, 41 Careful, 42 Danger, 43 Rookie, 44 Icon, 45 Phantom, 48 Fastidious, 53 Glimpse, 57 Oral, 58 
Garter, 59 Pacify, 60 Fairway, 62 IOU, 64 Get married, 65 Limiting, 66 Minus, 69 Prison, 70 Shrivel, 
71 Eccentric, 76 Envelopes, 77 Aorta, 78 Initial, 83 Explicit, 84 Sauerkraut, 85 Haggis, 86 Disperse, 87 
Beat a hasty retreat. 

DOWN: 2 Evened, 3 Dwarf, 4 Vat, 5 Rice, 6 Aladdin, 7 Kettle, 8 Acre, 9 Doodling, 11 Earned, 12 
Commercial, 13 Abet, 14 Theatre, 18 Diaphanous, 20 Rate, 23 Pleat, 24 Handicap, 26 Canteen, 28 
Insured, 30 Preach, 31 Knight, 32 Fading, 35 Llama, 37 Rinse, 38 Ludo, 40 Ergo, 45 Prong, 46 
Abattoir, 47 Meagre, 48 Fatherhood, 49 Sari, 50 Impulse, 51 Income, 52 Unfit, 54 Lead, 55 Martini, 56 
Statue, 61 Mayonnaise, 63 Inset, 67 Liberate, 68 Stun, 69 Pretend, 72 Cutlass, 73 Genius, 74 Hookah, 
75 Marina, 79 Tiger, 80 Opus, 81 Bent, 82 Stay, 85 Hoe.

 SUDOKU               59

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                79
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm

Pollen St, Grahamstown

Locally made and produced goods

021 0266 7161

MARKET

NZ FARM 
COMPLIAN
CE

Are you over paperwork and making sense  
of regulations? We specialise in: 
�  Farm Environmental Compliance 
� Farm Quality Assurance Programmes 
� Farm Business Management Systems  
� Health & Safety, & Staff Housing. 
We sort it out. Get in touch today. 
021 041 8173 www.nzfarmcompliance.com 

NZ FARM COMPLIANCE 
COMPLIANCE SERVICES

PATCHWORK, KNITTING 
� WOOL & COTTON, 

HABERDASHERY, 
FABRICS, 

JANOME SEWING 
MACHINES, 

GIFT VOUCHERS

Open Mon - Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-12pm
468 Pollen St, Thames. Ph 868 8190  

E: needlesnpinsthames@gmail.com

HABERDASHERY

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 - 14 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY GARDEN CARE SERVICES

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

HIRE CENTRE

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 ELECTRICIAN

 CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Heat Pump Cleaning  
Maintenance Check 
Book now for winter 

Contact Mark 
027 839 9941 

absheatpumpcleaning@xtra.co.nz 

HEAT PUMPS

For a Personal & Professional Service 

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
• Residential Carpet     • Commercial Carpet    

• Fabric & Leather upholstery   • Fabric Protection    
• Vehicle & Motorhome Upholstery

Phone: 022 367 4921
Email: contrastcarpetcleaning@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

Free Support
& Advocacy 

Stuck in the 
cost of living crisis?

Call us now for an appointment
07 868 5964 • 027 970 7076 

BUDGETING

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SMART HOMES 
MAINTENANCE 
& INSPECTIONS

Smart Home maintenance 
and inspection reports

Cost estimates - DIY guides
Trade certifi ed - LBP

Ph: 020 4085 7369  
  smarthomeinsp@yahoo.com

HOME MAINTENANCE

Thames Hire Centre on Jellicoe Cr offers 
trailers, access equipment, excavator, 

concrete and gardening equipment, and 
power tools for the Hauraki-Coromandel 
community. 

Former Royal New Zealand Navy Chief 
Petty Offi cer Perrin Newland has operated 
the centre for three years after taking over 
from his father Trevor, who owned the 
centre for 25 years. Perrin said he offered 
a “high level” of customer service.

“I try to offer competitive prices com-
pared to other franchises… and I put a lot 
into customer service,” he said.

“Going out and meeting the customer or 

hitching a trailer, providing that high level 
of customer service for someone who 
comes in.

“I’m very big on supporting our local 
tradesmen so I try to do my best for the 
tradesmen in the area and meet their re-
quirements.”

Perrin, whose wife Natasha also helps 
with the business, said he planned to of-
fer more modern equipment in the future.

“You’ve got to have well maintained and 
working equipment… and make things 
more dependable for the customers.”
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz, Call: 07 
868 9350, After Hours: 021 669 850.

Excellent service at Hire Centre
Perrin Newland, of Thames Hire Centre, off ers a high level of service.               Photo: GORDON PREECE

FURNITURE
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Public Notice

Handyman

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

Situations VacantSituations 
Vacant

GET RESULTS! PLACE 
YOUR AD IN THE 

PROFILE:
022 130 3885

Wanted to Buy

Gardening

Church Notices

Stump Grinding. All 
sizes, all areas. Free 
quote. Ph 021 060 7659

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Motorcycles, 4 wheel-
ers & side x sides. 
Going or not. Phone 
027 216 6867. A1 Mo-
torcycles

Woodturners
Cafe

in Ngatea are 
getting busier so 
are  looking for 

another 
Cafe Assistant to 

join the team. 
Variable hours.
Involves one 
weekend day. 
No experience 

required. 
Full training given. 
We pay more than 
the NZ living wage 

for trained staff .
Contact Lorraine 

021 246 9376

DEADLINE
We can now take your classifi ed ads anytime 

before 1pm Monday

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Hauraki Plains 
Co-operating Parish

Presbyterian - Methodist  
Anglican

Sundays 09:30 a.m
Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Sunday
An inclusive, encouraging 

community of faith 
‘Come and See’

Church Offi ce : 07 867 8466
www.haurakiplainscoopparish.com

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Clapp
Nicole

M 0276 409 005
P 07 868 9820
nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd
Licenced Agent REAA 2008
519 Pollen St, Thames

REAL ESTATE AGENT

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Commercial & Residential

Installation, servicing 
& monitoring

• Intruder Alarms   • CCTV   
• Gate Automation   • Access Control

Paeroa  Thames  Ngatea  Waihi  Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 920 319
E: info@technicall.co.nz

SECURITY SYSTEMS

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

WALLPAPERER
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WASTE REMOVAL

Hauraki District Council 
Meetings in August 2022

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of August 2022 in the 
Council Chamber, William Street, Paeroa 
unless otherwise stated.
District Plan Committee
Private Plan Change 5 - Paeroa Race Course 
Monday, 1 August 2022, 9.30am
District Licensing Committee
Applications for Managers Certification 
Monday, 8 August 2022, 9.00am
Audit and Risk Committee
Tuesday, 16 August 2022, 9.00am
Council Meeting
Wednesday, 17 August 2022, 9.00am
Hearings and Judicial Committee
Monday, 22 August 2022, 9.00am (if required)
Emergency Management Committee
Monday, 22 August 2022, 1.00pm
Manaaki Toiora Committee
Tuesday, 30 August 2022, 9.00am
Council
Wednesday, 31 August 2022, 9.00am
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

If flexibility, lifestyle and career growth are important 
to you, we have two excellent opportunities to 
combine a challenging career in local government 
with a great location in a rural setting but with easy 
access to several major cities and beautiful beaches.

We currently have the following roles available:
• Operations Engineer Team Leader
• Project Manager Kaiwhakahaere Whakakatanga 

Hauraki District Council provides a supportive and 
encouraging work environment that combines a 
wide spectrum of professions and personalities. 
This is your opportunity to take up an interesting 
and satisfying career move where you can 
contribute directly to the future of the community.

To apply go to: 
hauraki-dc.govt.nz/our-council/jobs/

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Job Opportunities

Notice of 2022 AGM
Thames Museum 

Society Inc
The Annual General Meeting 

will be held at Thames 
Museum Te Whare Taonga o 

te Kauaeranga, 1.30pm, 
Saturday 30th July. 

All welcome. 
Enquiries 027 868 6072

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC
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Keep our 100% local 
journalism alive!  

We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 
display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

“
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

I had fantastic local feedback, 
people saw it, read it and 
came in. It reminded the 
community that we are here, 
and so many comments on 
Facebook. Thanks Valley 
Profile for enhancing my 
profile.  - Karl, GBD

“I appreciate the Valley Profile, 
it’s a great newspaper. If 
you’re thinking of advertising, 
I’ve had plenty of calls from 
people so far… so I would give 
it a shot.

- Simon, RCS
Rodley Cleaning Services

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Support our 100% local 
journalism team! 

We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 
display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

Around 41 Red Hat ladies from Thames, Hamilton, Tauranga and Pukekohe met at Paeroa RSA on July 
1 for a lovely luncheon. The event was hosted by Thames’s Red Hat group, called the Ruby Redz, and 
included 15 raffl  es and singalongs. Local pianist Valerie Homan and a clarine� st from the Kerepehi Brass 
Band also performed on the day.

ENTERTAINMENT
Te Aroha Singers to 
perform free concert
The Te Aroha Singers Com-

munity Choir conducted by 
John Mullon will entertain this 
Friday in a free concert hosted 
by Thames Music Group.

The choir comprises singers 
through a range of ages cur-
rently from 15 to 90 years, and 
with a range of singing experi-
ence from highly experienced 
choral singers to newcomers 
enjoying the experience of 
singing in a friendly and en-
couraging environment.

Established in 2013 by di-
rector John Mullon, the non-
auditioned choir performs 
a range of vocal works from 
around the world and through-
out the ages.

This includes popular songs, 
jazz infl uenced arrangements, 
folk songs, world music and 
musical theatre.

Choir members love to 
perform to audiences and as 

well as attending community 
events, they endeavour to put 
on two shows per year of their 
own.

Thames Music Group will 
also host two groups in August 
who are new to Thames and 
Coromandel audiences. 

This includes the Sounds of 
the Shore Chorus with award 
winning director Richard 
Harker on August 7; and the 
Block of Flats Barbershop 
Quartet on August 26. 

Both concerts will be hosted 
at St Georges Church in 
Thames.
DETAILS: Te Aroha Singers 
Community Choir, free Friday 
lunchti me concert on July 22 at 
12.15pm at St Georges Church. 
Face Masks must be worn. Enjoy 
hot soup and a bun for $5 aft er 
the concert. More informati on 
online at: www.thamesmusic-
group.com.

Business Bites breakfast meetings return
New or existing business 

owners can learn more 
about dealing with common 
employment issues from a le-
gal expert when LoveHauraki 
presents its Business Bites On-
line session on July 26, from 
7:15am to 8:30am via Zoom.

The free event, called HR 
Matters and Mishaps, heralds 
the return of Business Bites 
breakfast talks, hosted by Love-
Hauraki, a Hauraki District 
Council initiative. 

Council Manaaki Toiora chair 
Anne Marie Spicer said the on-
line event would be valuable 
for anyone currently employing 
or thinking of employing staff , 
particularly in such a tight la-
bour market.

“We’re lucky to have as our 
guest expert, Michelle Urqu-
hart, a Tompkins Wake Asso-
ciate and specialist in Employ-
ment and Immigration Law,” 
she said.

“Michelle is the fi rst of the 
high calibre experts on off er to 
our business community from 
LoveHauraki this year, and 
we know that what she has to 

Tidy up your children’s minds
By Christi ne Forster

Every parent has a duty as even-

ing falls each day
To � dy up their children’s minds 
and fi le each fear away.
Gently asking your son or daugh-
ter of the daily incidents in life
“And what is the worst thing 
that’s happened today
To cause you grief or strife?”
Then take away each grief or 
worry

And place it in your heart’s 
drawer
Tell them “it’s in the rubbish bin 
to stay for evermore”.
Together face the issues of resolv-
ing all these fears.
You will both look forward to this 
� me
Throughout many years.
This rou� ne is paramount.

For as boy turns into man
The inclina� on to share his fears
Will grow (in spite of all his peers)
… And he will thank you in the 
end.
So do ‘Bring Up’ your children.
Don’t leave them to ‘come up’ on 
their own.
As future thoughts that occupy 
each head

Will grow from the seeds you’ve 
sown!
So overlook the playing on your 
phone,
The straightening of cushions and 
reading junk mail fi nds
And concentrate upon invested 
� me -
By � dying up your children’s 
minds.

P�e��� C�����

The Te Aroha Singers Community Choir will perform at St George’s in 
Thames on Friday.         Photo: SUPPLIED

share will be invaluable.”
Michelle will be answering 

questions on general human 
resources (HR) issues and com-
mon employer situations that 
can be hard to navigate. 

To be sure to get the most 
out of the session, attendees 
can email their questions in ad-
vance to lovehauraki@hauraki-
dc.govt.nz. 

For Michelle, getting the em-
ployment relationship right 
starts at the very beginning of 
the hiring process.

“Prospective employees can 
be picky about who they work 

for at the moment. Employers 
need to be on top of their game 
to have the best chance of at-
tracting the right people. Prep-
aration is the best approach, so 
I’ll be talking about that during 
this event,” she said.

Michelle is an associate of the 
Arbitrators and Mediators In-
stitute of New Zealand and an 
appointed member of the Me-
diation Panel. She acts as a me-
diator in a wide range of HR, 
civil and commercial disputes 
and is also a guest lecturer and 
assessor at Te Piringa Law Fac-
ulty of Waikato University.

LoveHauraki was formed in 
March 2020 to support busi-
nesses through Covid-19 and 
has continued to be the public 
face of business support pro-
vided by council. Businesses 
can sign up for updates and 
direct event invites to business 
events by registering at love-
hauraki.co.nz.
DETAILS: Local businesses are in-
vited to register for this free on-
line event at: events.humaniti x.
com/business-bites-hr-matters-
and-mishaps.

Michelle Urquhart
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OUR LATEST PRE-OWNED LISTINGS

$64,990

2020 Isuzu D-Max X-Terrain 4WD 
25,			 KM
3.0L D�����

������� ���������
 ­���-��� �������

$23,990

2019 Suzuki Swift Sport 
15,


 KM
1.4L T���� P�����
A������� 

­���� � ���������
�����-��� ��� ���

$13,995

2017 Suzuki Swift SE 
65,��� KM
1.4L P�����
A��������

������� � ����­��
�����-��� �������

$3,995

2008 Mitsubishi Colt LS 
181,


 KM
1.5L P�����
A��������

������� ������ ��
���­�-��� �������

$12,990

2014 Suzuki Swift 
68,


 KM
1.4L P�����
A��������

������� ������ ��
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$31,990

2020 Suzuki Vitara AWD 
63,


 KM
1.4L T���� P�����
A������� 
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$24,990

2019 MG ZS 
20,��� KM
1.0L T���
 P�
�
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$21,990

2018 Suzuki Swift Sport 
46,��� KM
1.4L T���
 P�
�
	
M����	

������� ����	��	�

����-��� ��	�
��

$11,990

2014 Suzuki Swift
58,��� KM
1.3L P�
�
	
A�
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������� ����	��	�
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National clay target title for Hauraki shooter
Ayisha Hull has shot her 

way to winning a national 
clay target shooting competi-
tion with the North Island 
women’s team. 

Co-captain Ayisha and her 
team took out the North vs 
South section of the New Zea-

land Clay Target Association 
Down The Line Nationals held 
in Canterbury in June after 
beating the South Islanders by 
14 target shots.

The Hauraki Plains College 
student told The Profile win-
ning the New Zealand title 
alongside two of the North 
Island’s top female shooters 

was “pretty amazing.”
“I was pretty stoked about 

it, it’s pretty hard to make the 
top team [and] there’s a lot of 
travelling and a lot of money, 
events… ammunition and fire-
arms,” she said. 

“The North Island team 
hasn’t won in years because 
the South Island team has 

olympic medalist Natalie 
Rooney… so it’s a bit of a big 
deal to win against an olym-
pian. It’s definitely not some-
thing that happens everyday.”

Ayisha, who has been shoot-
ing for around four years, said 
mental toughness was a great 
aspect for any shooter. 

“You can be as technically 

able as you want but you gotta 
be able to control the voice 
in your head because when it 
comes down to the wire it’s all 
mental sport and it’s all about 
focus and not letting the 
nerves get to you.”

Ayisha said she now aimed 
to qualify for the New Zealand 
women’s team in November. 

Ayisha Hull, left, with her North Island women’s team mates, Caitlin Reed and Yvonne Kur.                                                                                                                                                                                Photo: SUPPLIED

By GORDON PREECE


