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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us 
today 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash 
directly into landfi ll … that makes me see red! 

Well, it’s a no brainer … make the Smartest move, 
call the experts today, we know how to 

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.
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CHAPLAIN COMES HOME CHAPLAIN COMES HOME 

Chaplain Lorelle Chapman has returned home to a new role
 with a Hauraki parish.    Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By her own defi nition, Lorelle Chapman is a rather “unortho-
dox and outspoken” chaplain.

During the three years she spent working with Australia’s 
third-largest iron-ore mining company, her best relationships 
were made over a beer at the wet mess.

A few years later, after being deployed into the middle of New 
South Wales’ worst bushfi re season, she was awarded with the 
state premier’s emergency citation for her service.

No, Lorelle is no “banner-waving, street corner preacher”. 
She is the Hauraki Plains Co-operating Parish’s new resident 
minister, and she has an open-door policy.

“It’s the people who can’t aff ord to put bread and milk on the 
table. It’s the bottles I see in the gutter, smashed to bits. It’s the 
people I saw lurking in the shadows down by the takeaways who 
didn’t have anywhere to go. It’s the person who was moved on 
from sleeping in his car because he couldn’t aff ord a motel. It’s 
the domestic violence, the mental health… it’s all of that stuff .

“So, how does the community see the role of the church?” 
Lorelle, originally from Auckland, was living in Ohakune 

when she encountered “inexplicable and interesting” circum-
stances that lead to her becoming a registered baptist minister.

In 2013, she was called into Western Australia to work as a 
chaplain for a multi-million dollar mining company in the Pil-
bara desert outback.

Her role was to provide support and spiritual well-being for 
the 2000 personnel, in what could be a stressful and dispiriting 
environment.

“It is really isolating, and it was the most challenging time 
professionally and personally in my ministry life to date, and I 
was incredibly homesick, and I spent a lot of time on my days 
off  fl ying back to New Zealand,” she told The Profi le.

Lorelle kept up that routine for nearly three years, and said 
although the role did have its “use-by date”, she did miss it, to 
some extent.

“You’re in 48 degree heat, and you’re sweating, and you’re liv-
ing in a donga, you’re fi lthy and isolated, and you’d all go up to 
the wet mess and were given a daily allocation of mid-strength 
beers,” she recalled. 

“Some of my best conversations and connections and rela-
tionships were formed over a beer at the wet mess… and there 
were tonnes of things you’d rather not have seen or experi-
enced.”

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED ON P6
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           Chartered Accountants
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Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
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328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

GRAHAM O’BRIEN 
Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Thames Tides
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Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 

advertisements in The Valley 
Profile, then email admin@
valleyprofile.co.nz or text 
027 396 2459 with your full 
name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in the 
draw to win a Lotto ticket. Last 
week it was in the Paeroa Auto 
Electrical ad.

Quality 
kitchenware and 

gi� s for all seasons.

Car park confirmed for Cornes Paddock
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

It wasn’t an “easy decision”, but 
Hauraki district councillors 

have stuck to their guns on their 
commitment to create a new car 
park in the Karangahake Gorge.

Elected members unanimous-
ly made a decision back in No-
vember, 2021, to develop the 
gorge in a staggered approach, 
which included creating a car 
park off County Rd into Cornes 
Paddock.

This was to alleviate safety 
concerns on the state highway 
that has seen 68 crashes occur 
in the past five years.

But residents who neighbour 
the chosen site, on the corner of 
Crown Hill Rd and County Rd, 
came up against councillors on 
numerous occasions, continu-
ously calling for the project to 
be scrapped, or put in another 
location.

At its meeting on June 29, 
“it was time” for councillors to 
choose: listen to what council 
said was a “minority” of those 
against the project, or continue 
on as planned.

“This issue has been before 
the council for eight years with 
no permanent decision on it… 
this is the time to make the deci-
sion. We are either going to do it 
or we’re not,” Paeroa ward chair 
Carole Daley said. 

“For this council, over the 
eight years, could we calculate 
how much money has been 
spent on indecision, looking at 
things again, all the plans that 
have been done, the staff time… 
can we count that money? No, 
we probably can’t and we cannot 

continue to do it.” 
Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams 

said it was his decision to open 
Cornes Paddock for parking 
about 18 months ago, after being 
“inundated” with requests from 
the public to alleviate the “safety 
hazards” surrounding the state 
highway. 

“I made the call as mayor to 
open the paddock… and I don’t 
apologise for opening it. It is a 
real safety issue and I’m not hav-
ing somebody die on the road 
there because we didn’t open the 
gate.” 

A report was presented to 
council to consider whether 
Mackaytown Reserve could be 

used as an alternative car park 
for the Cornes Paddock car park; 
however, staff concluded that the 
100kmh speed zone surrounding 
Mackaytown, as well as its poor 
access to the Hauraki Rail Trail 
meant the option wasn’t viable. 

All councillors, except Plains 
ward councillor Ray Broad, and 
Waihī ward councillor Brian 
Gentil, voted to proceed with 
council’s plans to install a metal 
car park, a perimeter fence, and 
planting at Cornes Paddock, to 
be opened seven days a week.

Cr Gentil said he would “stick 
with the ratepayers” and vote 
against the project.

Eva Mayor, a spokesperson for 

the Karangahake residents, told 
The Profile immediately after 
the decision that she was “disap-
pointed”, but had prepared the 
community for the outcome.

“I do understand what Carole 
Daley said about the work, time, 
and effort put in, not only on the 
council’s part, but on our part as 
well. 

“We have done so many sub-
missions, been to so many meet-
ings, so it is good it has come to a 
close around making a decision. 
It’s not the option that we want-
ed,” she said, “but it is what it is.”

Cornes Paddock in the Karangahake Gorge will be turned into a permanent car park to accommodate 
visitors to the area.                      Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME
PROFESSIONAL, HONEST AND RELIABLE HOME KILL

PROCESSING AVAILABLE

CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING

OPEN Mon - Fri 7.30am until 5.30pm & Sat 8am until 1pm
61 Belmont Road Paeroa       07 862 6959

For all your catering needs, Weddings, Funerals, 
Mee� ngs, Team Building days, Par� es, 

any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat Func� on Room available

 (Burton’s Out the Back)

444 Pollen Street Thames 
Ph: 022 380 9735

Email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
Website: burtoncatering.co.nz
Facebook: @burtonscatering 

Lunch Bar opening hours: 7:30am-3pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR 
CATERING 

NEEDS

50% off.
Plus 30 months interest free.*

Sanctuary Escape.

On in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 2.8.22.

The experts in sleep.
*O�er valid to 2.8.22 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good 

faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. *30 Months Interest Free is available on in-store Q Card and Q Mastercard® Flexi Payment Plans & Purchases $999 & over until 2.8.22 Lending criteria, $50 annual account fee, fees, an establishment fee of $55 (first LTF transaction) or a $35 advance 
fee (subsequent LTF transactions) applies. Terms and conditions apply. Minimum payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard interest rate, currently 25.99% p.a., applies at end of interest free period. Rate and fees 
correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Mastercard is a registered trademark and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. See counter for full details. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������    |  PH 07 868 6128

Radio career expands into community
Michelle John’s radio ca-

reer was not as fl eeting as 
her stint in pageantry. 

It was the early 90s, and Mi-
chelle was working as a nanny 
at the Goldfi elds Shopping 
Centre in Thames during the 
Miss Thames Valley pageant.

“I was about 17 at the time, 
and I did the pageant with 
[Kiwi supermodel] Kylie Bax - 
it was the year Kylie won,” she 
told The Profi le. “She was so 
graceful walking down the cat-
walk, and I was ‘stomp, stomp, 
stomp’. I was just not graceful 
at all.”  

During the pageant training, 
the contestants went across to 
Hamilton for radio interviews, 
and it was there Michelle was 
told she had a good voice for 
the medium.

“We did the pageant, Kylie 
won - which was a forgone con-
clusion anyway - and I thought 
about it afterwards and gave 
[the radio] a call.” 

She started working for Co-
romandel FM, and while she 
never entered another pag-
eant, her “fall” into radio lasted 
more than three decades.

It came to an end in March 
when she was made redundant 
from Coromandel’s More FM, 
where she was the breakfast 
host alongside Mike Plant.

“It was a bit of a shock to the 

for the towns 
she grew up in.

“One of the key 
roles is to fi nd external funding 
sources for local community 
groups, organisations, sports 
teams, and clubs. 

“It’s really good because it 
kind of coincides with what you 
do on the radio,” she said.

“You’re talking about peo-
ple’s events and you’re talking 

with all these groups, and now 
with HDC, the role has evolved 
into helping them within their 
club or organisation to fi nd 
some funding out there and 
help them do what they do.” 

Michelle can also still be 
heard on the radio, after Co-
romandel’s CFM invited her to 
have her own Saturday morn-
ing show from 8am-1pm.

The combination of roles was 

a perfect marriage of past and 
future. “I just want to keep do-
ing what I’m doing now, day-in 
and day-out,” she said. 

“Meeting new people, help-
ing them out, and advocating 
for the little people in our re-
gion who do big things.” 

Radio announcer Michelle Johns has found a new career path. LEFT: Michelle 
congratulates Kylie Bax, who won the Miss Thames Valley pageant in the 90s.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

system,” she said, “but some-
times change is good.

“I was brought up by a very 
strong woman, a solo mum, 
and we go way back, like fi ve 
generations, within Hauraki 
and Thames-Coromandel. 

“My mum’s always said to 
me: ‘If all else fails, you clean 
toilets’. So, I knew there was 
always going to be a job avail-
able to me because I’d be able 
to just do anything,” she said. 
“But there was that sinking 
feeling for a short time. 

“I kind of was here forever, 
and even though I knew I’d 
get too old to work for 
Coromandel’s More 
FM, I still chose 
to move back to 
my roots, to 
live here for 
the rest of 
my life.”

After be-
ing made 
redundant, 
Michelle was 
contacted and 
supported by dif-
ferent people who 
opened her eyes to an 
array of other career possibili-
ties, she said. 

One of them was Toby Ad-
ams, Mayor of Hauraki District 
Council, and he encouraged 
Michelle to work for them in 
a new role as community ad-
vocacy offi  cer, which Michelle 
said encompassed her passion 

for the towns 
she grew up in.

“One of the key 

Radio announcer Michelle Johns has found a new career path. LEFT: Michelle 
congratulates Kylie Bax, who won the Miss Thames Valley pageant in the 90s.
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Coromandel’s More 
FM, I still chose 
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my roots, to 
live here for 
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Michelle was 
contacted and 
supported by dif-
ferent people who 
opened her eyes to an 
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Volunteers amongst their knitted and crocheted work.              Photos: GORDON PREECE
 

Winter Woollies
Operation Cover Up held its annual blanket display on July 1 and 
2 at Thames Civic Centre, with more than 1800 colourful items 
knitted and crocheted by volunteers from Te Kauwhata, Thames 
and Coromandel. All items on display will be sent to Eastern Eu-
rope with a special focus this year to support Ukrainian refugees 
in need. Reporter GORDON PREECE headed along for a yarn. 

Co-ordinators Margaret Morritt, left, and Judy Gould.

Tsunamis of colour fill the Thames Civic Centre.

Ruth Porter displays one of her crocheted blankets.

Cute teddy Bears were on display.

Trina Cullen rugs up warm with a purple blanket. 

Chainsaws 
from 
$319

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
prescottsgarages.co.nz021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

Prescott Garages 
1 Hikuai Settlement Road

Rear Catcher 
Mowers 

from 
$7779 

Lawn Tractors 
from 

$4729 

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. We also demonstrate and deliver. 

Automower Mower 
Sales and Installations, 

check out 
our working unit. 
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Toyota Corolla
1.8 Ltr, NZ New, 90 km

$13,990
$15,990

2013 Mazda Atenza
2.0 Ltr Auto, Alloys, Immac Cond

$11,990

2010 Toyota Aurion
V6 Auto, Top Range NZ Model, 
Low kms

 

1990 Daihatsu Delta
2.5 Ltr 5 Speed Diesel Camper,
Fully fi tted, 
Ready
to GO

$18,000

2013 Suzuki Splash
1.2 Ltr Auto, 74 km, Economy

$9,990

2014 Ford Fiesta
1 Ltr Auto Turbo, 

$12,990
Now Only

2007 Mazda Premacy
2.0 Ltr Auto, 7 Seat, Alloys, etc

$7,990

2005 Toyota Mark X
2.5L Auto, Alloys, Tints etc

Value
$7,990

SOLD

Te Korowai CE brings experience to role
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Te Korowai’s new chief ex-
ecutive aims to expand on 

the work already done by the 
health provider in ensuring 
the Hauraki rohe stays well.

Tammy Dehar (Ngāti 
Tamaterā, Ngāti Maru) has 
taken on the role of manukura 
hauora (chief executive) of Te 
Korowai Hauora o Hauraki.

The Rotorua-born mother-
of-seven said her contribution 
to the organisation will come 
from a strategic point of view. 

“This is hugely exciting, but 
I’m not going to kid myself 
thinking that it isn’t going to 
be a challenge as well,” she 
told The Profile. 

“A significant part of my 
career has been watching, 
observing, and relaying what 
I have seen through experi-
ence…. but what I need to 
ensure I have a clear under-
standing of, is what rurality 
looks like for Hauraki; to en-
sure I have an understanding 
of what the whanau are identi-
fying as their needs.” 

Tammy comes to the role 
with more than 20 years ex-
perience in the Hauora Māori 
domain, most recently as lead-
er, strategic projects with the 
National Hauora Coalition. 

Te Korowai chairperson 
Harry Mikaere said there had 
been wide interest in the role, 
which became available when 
previous chief executive Ri-
ana Manuel moved to lead the 
newly formed Māori Health 
Authority.

Tammy Dehar started her role as Te Korowai’s chief executive in late-May.                                Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Tammy said her own values 
aligned with Te Korowai, and 
her goals would enhance the 
commitment the organisa-
tion had already made to the 
district, through its kaimahi 
(staff). 

“It’s always great when you 
walk in the steps of those that 
have done such great mahi, 
like Riana and the likes of [in-
terim CE] Taima [Campbell].

“They have done some great 
work in the organisation, and 
I guess my inclusion into the 
mix is from a different per-
spective.

“My longer term goal is to 
build Hauraki as its own sys-
tem… to provide services that 
ensure that whānau are at the 
centre of our focus.” 

On June 20, Te Korowai, 
alongside the Waikato District 

Health Board, officially opened 
Pito Hauora, a breast and cer-
vical screening for wāhine 
(women), and a dental service 
for tamariki.

Tammy said that rather than 
being the ambulance at the 
bottom of the cliff, Pito Hauora 
was a much-needed preventa-
tive option for residents.

“We should be looking at 
how we can encourage whānau 

to prevent their conditions 
from worsening. 

“We should be able to em-
power them to support whānau 
to understand what their op-
tions are… Options are key be-
cause it ensures that there isn’t 
an assumption of ‘one size fits 
all’.”
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“I used to say nothing would 
surprise me, but boy, I was 
constantly surprised.” 

In 2016, Lorelle joined the 
“incredibly progressive” Unit-
ing Church in Australia, and was 
working as a hospital chaplain 
before becoming involved in the 
church’s Disaster Recovery Chap-
laincy Network. 

As a specialist arm of chaplain-
cy, Lorelle’s job was to “hold up” 
the people affected by a traumatic 
event, as well as those working on 
the frontline. 

She was back living in New Zea-
land when she was sent to Kemp-
sey during New South Wales’ 
‘Black Summer’ - the state’s worst 
recorded bushfire season that oc-
curred across 2019–2020.

Over the course of a few months, 
26 lives were lost, 2448 homes 
were destroyed and 5.5 million 
hectares of land was burnt. 

“What hit me was just the dif-
ficulty I had breathing,” Lorelle 
said. “The air was so thick.” 

She received a Bushfire Emer-
gency Citation, an award issued by 
the Premier of New South Wales, 
for her emergency service during 
the bushfire season.

“I did nothing. I got a citation 
for talking to people and having 
cups of tea and drying their eyes,” 
she said. “It was the firies, and the 
ambos… they’re the heroes.” 

Lorelle said her work with the 
network was a very “humbling 
experience”, but something was 
beckoning her home.

She returned to New Zealand in 
March and was appointed by the 
Presbyterian Church of NZ to be 
the Hauraki Plains Co-operating 
Parish’s new resident minister.

In her first few weeks, she ar-
ranged a free community sausage 
sizzle at the front of the church 
“just because we could”, and her 
goals continue to expand outside 
the church doors. 

“Slow and steady wins the race,” 
she said. “I’m just interested in 
people… and I think there’s some-
thing really special and significant 
about the Plains.”

CONTINUED FROM P1

Mining 
chaplain 
at home 
in  Ngātea

Paeroa seniors wanted for exhibition
A desire to highlight Paeroa’s 

“beautiful” senior citizens 
is the latest photography pro-
ject for a community volunteer.

Lyn McHugh has set out to 
capture as many of Paeroa’s 
senior citizens as she can for a 
one-day exhibition at Paeroa’s 
former racecourse for Octo-
ber’s International Day of Old-
er Persons.

Lyn told The Profile she 
wanted to give back to her com-
munity through the exhibition.

“I was looking for a project 
so what I did was I looked up 
all the days we have dedicated 
to different things and I came 
across this day for the elderly,” 

she said.
“It’s a fairly new one that’s 

done through the United Na-
tions. I just got thinking I’ve 
lived in Paeroa for around 30 
years… and I’ve worked for a 
lot of people, I volunteer with a 
lot of people and our elderly get 
very little recognition.

“I love taking spontaneous 
photos, I love going out and 
seeing people at their work and 
snapping them… [so] for me 
to give back something to this 
community I [thought I] could 
do these portraits of our senior 
citizens, they’re so beautiful.”

Lyn said she planned to 
take photos of Paeroa’s sen-
iors aged 60 years and over in 
environments where they felt  

most comfortable. “At the last 
Paeroa RSA mini market, I set 
up a stand there, and instead 
of doing these posed portraits 
where everyone looks so stiff 
with forced smiles, I took down 
their names and phone num-
bers,” she said.

“I’ve only had four or five 
people come to me directly but 
I do have a whole pile of names 
and addresses now that I’ve ac-
cumulated.

“I’m going to be going to dif-
ferent organisations and put it 
out there as well.”

Lyn also hoped the project 
would also highlight the pur-
pose of the International Day of 
Older Persons, which is to raise 
awareness of issues affecting 

elderly. 
“Loneliness has been one of 

the big ones… not many of them 
are into the digital world,” she 
said.

“I’m classed as an elderly per-
son which I find is quite strange 
and I took up the digital world 
in 1990 and actually taught it to 
the elderly through Wintec at 
one stage, so I know there are 
quite a lot of people who don’t 
have that ability.

“There are also families who 
forget that it doesn’t take much 
to pick up the phone and just 
say ‘hello, how are you doing? 
Can I do something for you?’”
Details: Exhibition of Paeroa’s 
community elders, Paeroa’s For-
mer Racecourse, October 1.

 Lyn McHugh hopes her exhibition can highlight Paeroa’s community elders.                    Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

In Brief
SOFT PLASTIC RECYCLING
A soft plastics recycling scheme 
has started in Thames, and the 
recycled items - such as bags 
and wrappers - will be turned 
into fence posts or building 
materials. The soft plastics 
recycling bins are at: Thames 
Pak’nSave, Thames Refuse 
Transfer Station, The Ware-
house, and the council offices at 

515 Mackay St, Thames.

LAND FOR TENDER
A 187 hectare block of land is up 
for tender at 9528 Paeroa Kopu 
Road, just south of the Thames 
Golf Club. Currently zoned rural, 
Thames-Coromandel District 
Council has “identified the ad-
dress should be rezoned for 
future medium density housing 
under its long-term Thames and 
Surrounds Spatial Plan” to ad-
dress the housing shortage. The 

property goes to tender, unless 
sold prior, on July 28.

APPLICATIONS LODGED
OceanaGold has lodged consent 
applications to expand their 
mining operations with Hauraki 
District Council and Waikato Re-
gional Council. The anti-mining 
group Coromandel Watchdog of 
Hauraki has said it will fight the 
applications in the Environment 
Court. Public submissions will 
be called for once the councils 

have assessed the applications.

COMMUNITY GRANTS OPEN
Applications for TCDC Commu-
nity Board grants are now open. 
Thames Community Board has 
a total grants pool of $75,000 
available to encourage and sup-
port not-for-profit organisations 
that have a positive impact on 
the community by providing a 
community service, activity or 
event. Applications close July 
31: tcdc.govt.nz.

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD Brett Harris 

Electrical 2016 Ltd
For all your Electrical 

Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804
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Michelle 
Johns
on air 
8am 
to 

1pm 
every 

Saturday
94.0 fm

Or LISTEN ON  

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Come check out 
our New Season stock

� e home of quality knitwear 
and winter separates

Girls run 48km for World Vision 
A group of Ngātea Primary 

School students has raised 
more than $1100 in this year’s 
World Vision 40 Hour Famine 
by running 48km between 
them. 

The annual fundraiser, held 
this year between July 1 and 3, 
involves young Kiwis partici-
pating in a 40-hour challenge 
to raise money and bring hope 
to children living in poverty in 
more than 40 countries. 

Serena Hammond, whose 
year eight daughter Lily par-
ticipated in the fundraiser, 
told The Profi le Lily and her 
seven friends, who are also in 
year eight, decided to take on 
the 40km in 40 hours chal-
lenge rather than take on the 
traditional challenge of taking 
no food for 40 hours.

The 40km in 40 hours chal-
lenge aims to raise awareness 
of children living in Asia and 
Africa who carry water an av-
erage of 42km every week.

“They decided… what they 
could do with the number 40 
and the main part of it was 
fundraising so they thought 
anything they can do is posi-
tive,” she said.

“I defi nitely think nowa-
days it’s to make people more 
aware that there still needs to 
be fundraised money for these 
good causes and [running’s] 
defi nitely a healthy approach 
to getting to the number 40 
rather than starving yourself.”

Serena said the girls de-

Year eight girls raised more than $1100 a� er running 48km between them.                  Photo: GORDON PREECE

signed their own fl yers and 
went door knocking after 
school on June 30 to encour-
age residents to donate, and 
also established an online 
donation page with the help of 
their teacher. 

“They got some really posi-
tive responses and they’ve 
raised $1127,” she said.

“They were very pleased, 
they gave themselves a goal of 

$1000 and I even think none 
of them thought they would 
get to $1000. They’ve gone 
beyond that, so I think they’ve 
done very well.

“For them at a young age 
to make money through good 
habits now is only a positive 
for the future.”

Serena said the girls, who 
all participate in hockey and 
netball, ran 6km each in 3km 

increments on July 2 and 3 
around the Ngātea area in-
cluding the township, River Rd 
and the nearby Hauraki Rail 
Trail.

“It was nice that they ran 
together… a bit of a bonding 
experience between the girls’ 
friendships,” she said.

“Exercise is so good for not 
just their physical but also 
their mental well being.”

Local elec� on 
noms open

Nomina� ons open this week for 
future Thames-Coromandel and 

Hauraki District councillors and com-
munity board members. 

Vo� ng day for this year’s local body 
elec� ons is on October 8, but vo� ng 
can be done from September 16.

Local Government New Zealand 
president Stuart Crosby said there 
“had never been a more important 
� me in our history to get involved by 
standing for elec� on”.

“Councils and boards have a cri� -
cal role to play in suppor� ng the 
resilience and prosperity of all our 
people, whānau, and communi� es. 
In the face of societal change, dis-
rup� on from Covid-19, the impact of 
climate change, and radical reform in 
the sector, delivering posi� ve local 
outcomes ma� ers now more than 
ever.” 

Candidate nomina� ons are open 
from July 15 and close at noon on 
August 12. Candidates must have 
nomina� ons from two people; they 
cannot nominate themselves.

In the Thames Valley, candidates 
can stand for either Thames Commu-
nity Board, Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council, Hauraki District Council  
and Waikato Regional Council.

“Councils make decisions that af-
fect our daily lives, on things like 
rates, rubbish collec� on, and pub-
lic transport, so it’s important that 
you’re enrolled and ready to have 
your say this October,” Ross McPher-
son, of The Electoral Commission, 
said.
DETAILS: More info online: vote.nz.

By GORDON PREECE
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The Final Farewell
The Valley Pro�ile 
is running an End 
of Life advertising 
feature on July 27.

If you’d like to be part of this 
feature, contact Nikki today to 

book your advertisement
Booking deadline: Friday, July 15

Nikki Sanders
Phone: 022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife

Wright Transport model truck shifts into gear
The driving force of a Puriri 

trucking company says a 
model of one his stock trucks 
was a “pretty neat” promotion 
after around 54 years in the 
business.

Graeme Wright Transport’s 
model truck is a Volvo FH16 750 
named after one of Graeme’s 
granddaughters, Miss Stacey 
Jade, and features a four-axle 
truck and fi ve-axle trailer, which 
are unique for New Zealand’s 
narrower roads.

The model was one of two 
new Kiwi Replica FH16 Volvos 
launched at Model Barn on July 
2 as part of general manager Jer-
emy Welsh’s project to produce 

New Zealand-branded model 
stock trucks. The other model 
launched was for Southland 
trucking company Transport 
Services Ltd.

Graeme ‘Gunner’ Wright said 
Model Barn did a “brilliant job” 
with developing the model, and 
felt fortunate his business could 
be the fi rst one for Jeremy’s 
project.

“It’s been a good thing for our 
business, I’ve been in business 
for over 50 years now… and with 
a big promotion like that it’s 
pretty neat,” he said. 

“We do most of the livestock 
fertiliser all over the Coromandel 
Peninsula, and our customers 
are like family to us.

“A 750 Volvo is probably one 

of the best trucks you can buy 
in the world, they’re top of the 
range, they’re top of the horse-
power and they’re really an ex-
ceptional truck.”

Jeremy said he chose Graeme 
Wright Transport for his fi rst 
model truck because the truck-
ing business was close to the 
Model Barn and he’d known 
Gunner for a “very long time”.

“Gunner made the whole pro-
cess so easy and smooth and I’m 
extremely happy that he was on 
board right from the outset,” he 
said.

“We didn’t sort of wake up and 
say ‘I’m going to do a model of 
Gunner’s truck’, we decided we’d 
do a model of a particular truck 
and Gunner had one of those 

trucks, so it worked out great.
“[The model] puts him on 

the map and it’s a chance for us 
to say Gunner Wright’s done a 
great job in this district for so 
many years.”

Jeremy said the model took 
two years to complete, which in-
cluded setting up manufacturing 
company Kiwi Replicas to pro-
duce it and obtaining a licence 
from Volvo.

“After that we had to create a 
3D model of it and then there 
were a number of improvements 
throughout the time… and then 
there’s all the colour markings 
that have to be accurate on the 
truck,” he said. 

“Gunner’s was nice and simple 
because it was so close we could 

just go out and take photos and 
get all the graphics… I even had 
to get drone footage.”

Jeremy said there was a “good 
atmosphere” at the launch of the 
model truck, and many who at-
tended had prepaid for one.

“There were cars up and down 
the road and the carpark was 
full,” he said.

“[Gunner’s] not a man who 
likes to stand up and give ac-
colades… but he was very happy, 
he thanked me quite a few times 
for me producing them and the 
thanks go to him for allowing us 
to do these trucks.”

Jeremy said he planned to re-
lease two more model trucks by 
the end of the year, then another 
two every six months.

By GORDON PREECE

Graeme ‘Gunner’ Wright, le� , with Jeremy Welsh. INSET: The model of Miss Stacey Jade.             Photo: NIKKI SANDERS
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STLER Unrolla HUSTLER Unrolla HUSTLER Unrolla HUSTLER U

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

$21,190
+GST

$9,490
+GST

HUSTLER Unrolla TX205 
Trailed Round Bale Feeder HUSTLER Unrolla LM105 

Round Bale Feeder

• Covered drive 
   sha� s 
• Feed both sides  
• Self loading  
• Carries 2 bales

 • Feed both sides
 • Self loading  

• Single bale

HURRY
 Beat the price rise on 
these in stock models

Waikato Regional Coun-
cil has formally ended its 

Muggeridge’s pump station pro-
ject after direct beneficiary land-
owners expressed a preference 
for more cost-effective options to 
be considered.

This follows earlier confirma-
tion from the government that 
a Shovel Ready funding applica-
tion had been declined.

At a recent council meeting, it 
was heard the landowners pre-
ferred to look at a lower priced, 
drainage-focused solution after 
tenders for the construction of 
the pump station returned prices 
that exceeded the agreed budget.

In lieu of this, Hauraki Dis-
trict Council, with input from 
local Waikato Regional Council 
operations staff, are developing 
alternative drainage options that 
would service the catchment for 
another 20- to 30-year period. 

The alternative drainage op-
tions will be presented to the 
community this month following 
an inter-agency technical work-
shop to refine the preferred op-
tions. The Muggeridge’s pump 
station project aimed to improve 
drainage services for around 
1100 hectares of land comprising 
19 landowners near Ngātea due 
to the ongoing effects of ground 
settlement.

To date, about $2.3 million has 
been spent on the project. That 
includes about $500,000 for two 
fish-friendly pumps, which will 
be repurposed within the region.

Planting days in Kaiaua celebrate Matariki Pump station 
project ends

RuralRural LifeLife

Matariki was celebrated in 
the form of more than 

700 native trees being planted 
in Kaiaua recently. 

In an area known as the 
Bowling Green Reserve at 
the Kaiaua Community Cen-
tre, hundreds of native trees, 
harakeke, ti kouka/cabbage 
trees, and sedges were plant-
ed along the edge of the drain 
that connects to the Hauarahi 
Stream. 

Fifteen “super volunteers” 
went to help the “neglected 
and weedy” corner of Kaiaua 
get some much-needed atten-
tion, NZ Landcare Trust’s Ric 
Balfour said. 

Funding for the plants came 
from the Matariki Tu Rākau 
Grant from MPI’s Te Uru 
Rākau - NZ Forest Service, 
which helped pay for the native 
plants supplied by Te Whangai. 

Hauraki District Council’s 
parks and reserves manager 
Paul Mathews paid for the 
fertiliser tablets, while Chris 
Burns of Franklin Trees donat-
ed the mulch. 

NZ Landcare Trust sup-
ported the event by writing the 
grant, organising the day, and 
laying out the plants ahead of 
time.
DETAILS: The Western Firth 
Catchment Group has another 
planting day scheduled for Au-
gust 6 to complete the planting 
along the Hauarahi stream clos-
er to the bridge. To get in touch, 
contact Ric at ric.balfour@land-
care.org.nz

Fifteen volunteers helped plant hundreds of natives in Kaiaua.                                       Photos: SUPPLIED
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KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design    

Installation    

Service  

0800 4 EFFLUENT       www.williamsirrigation.com

RuralRural LifeLife
Bridge lifts for fi rst time in 7 years 7.7% increase 

for WRC rates
Waikato Regional Council has con-
fi rmed that it will be s� cking closely 
to the programme signalled in its 
2021-2031 Long Term Plan (LTP).

In a vote of 11-2, the council yes-
terday approved its 2022/23 Annual 
Plan. The $121.797 million rates rev-
enue budget means an increase of 
7.7 per cent for current ratepayers – 
slightly below the increase proposed 
in the LTP.  For the majority of Waika-
to Regional Council ratepayers, that 
equates to an increase of $50 a year.

During debate, concern was raised 
about the aff ordability of the rates 
rise for the community.

Council Chair Barry Quayle said: 
“Global uncertainty is making eco-
nomic condi� ons increasingly dif-
fi cult, and we have been mindful 
of the impacts these pressures are 
having on both communi� es and the 
cost of delivering services.

“We are also conscious that pub-
lic transport is a fundamental part 
of connec� ng and ensuring resilient 
communi� es, while fl ood protec� on 
and river control works enable our 
communi� es to be safe and endur-
ing. These are the two areas of the 
more substan� ve spend in the coun-
cil’s budget.

“With this in mind, this rates in-
crease is realis� c and constrained 
and honours the promises we had 
already made through our long term 
plan last year. It also follows a net 
zero rates rise in 2020, the fi rst year 
of this council, in response to the im-
pacts of COVID-19.”

Property rates can be checked: wai-
katoregion.govt.nz/ratescalculator.

Students watch as the Millenium Bridge li� s for the fi rst � me in seven years.    Photo: SUPPLIED/PAUL MATTHEWS

For the fi rst time in roughly 
seven years, the half-scale, 

working model of the old Piako 
River Bridge was raised.

The Millennium Bridge, 
which was constructed in 2002 
at Tilbury Reserve in Ngātea, 
was lifted after students at 
Ngātea Primary School learned 
about its history.

“I have never taken much no-
tice of the bridge and why it’s 
there,” pupil Jack Moyes said. 
“It was crazy how it came up, 
I thought it would come up on 
both sides. There was a pulley 
system with metal cables that 
[wound] the bridge up when 
you cranked the handle.” 

To celebrate the start of the 
new millennium, the Ngātea 
community raised funds to cre-
ate the replica adjacent to the 
original site. 

While they sought to make 
the pedestrian bridge as exact 
as possible, some new materi-
als, such as stainless steel nuts 
and bolts, had to be used to 
make it safe.

The replica of the centre span 
is 6m long by 1.8m wide, while 
the tower is 6m high from the 
deck.

According to Hauraki Dis-
trict Council, the original Piako 
River Bridge opened in 1917, 

when all transport and access 
to and from the land was by 
sea, river, or canal.

With the gradual develop-
ment of the fi rst roads, it was 
essential that a crossing be 
made over the Piako River, and 
the new thoroughfare quickly 
became the main route be-

tween Auckland and Tauranga. 
In contrast to the more com-

monly used swivel system, the 
central span of the Piako River 
Bridge was lifted up when larg-
er boats needed to travel up the 
river. As the roads improved, 
the need for river transport 
slowed, and in 1952, the bridge 

lifting mechanism was re-
moved and the central span 
fi xed in place. 

In 1963, after 46 years of 
service, the bridge was demol-
ished and replaced by the pre-
sent structure.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Make your voice heard
Make a submission on Labour’s Three Waters today. 
Visit www.parliament.nz and search for Water Services Entities Bill

Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Matariki at  
Te Kura o Te 
Kauaeranga
The energeti c atmosphere 

was infecti ous at Te Kura 
o Te Kauaeranga Thames 

South School’s Matariki 
day celebrati on on July 

6.  There was a photo 
booth, bouncy castles, and 

an exhibiton of artworks 
made by the tamariki. 

Teacher aide Liz Muirhead 
also put traditi onal tā 
moko on the students 

and guests. The school 
said they would plan do 
another Matariki event 

next year - “bigger, bett er, 
brighter!”  Reporter

KELLEY TANTAU went 
along to the event and 

took part in the festi viti es. Valley Profi le reporter Kelley Tantau, le� , takes part in the day’s events alongside Thames South tamariki.              

Nyla, 5, plays around on the jungle gym. Zach Paynter shows off  his tā moko. 

Te Kaea Rapana-Kokiri waits for the bouncy castle. Liz Muirhead stamps on a tā moko. Leilandra Dixon gets crea� ve at the paint sta� on.
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

18 Arney Street, Paeroa $595,000

This cute three bedroom home is pretty as a picture! Double garage, sun soaked deck with built in seats and
entrance into the living room. Near new woodburner in the living and heatpump in master bedroom. Back deck
with lovely outlook. Backyard is another surprise with built in BBQ and more!!

RG1971 - KYLIE HEDGES 027 210 2996 1213

28 Firth View Road, Thames Deadline Sale

VIEW BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

NEW

LISTING

Price Guide: Offers over $1,300,000. "Bayern" is a three storied, Bavarian-style, Chalet house with a 180
degree view of the Firth of Thames & the Hauraki Gulf, across to the wooded slopes of the Coromandel Forest
Park. The property comprises of 5,364m2 half in garden & lawns, the rest in Bush.

RT5718 2334

8 Fernleigh Street Offers Over $695,000

NEW

LISTING

• Fully renovated / 3 dble bedrooms / Decking
• Freshly painted inside & out / New flooring
• Dble garage / Well fenced / 863m2 (m or l)

RN1434 1213

Paeroa Offers Over $1,100,000  (Inc GST)

• Rural House and Land Package
• 5859 sqm (more or less) sloping section
• 4 bedroom home to be built on site

RRP223 1224

9 Wakatere Place, Thames Offers Over $1,250,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 2-2:30PM

NEW

LISTING

This beautifully presented home is located at the end of a quiet cul de sac, in a highly desirable area,
surrounded by quality homes on a flat, sunny 713m2 section. The home was built in 2017 and features open
plan living with a separate lounge, kitchen with a scullery, Master bedroom with ensuite.

RT5717 1224

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Close to 100 people came 
through Thames Museum 

for the opening of the Taonga 
Māori Gallery on July 2. 

The new permanent gallery 
features Gottfried Lindauer’s 
portraits of ancestors of local 
iwi, a model pā constructed in 
the 1960s by Hamiltonian Doug 
Pick, and cabinets with various 
taonga.

Thames Museum Society 
chairperson Carolyn McKen-
zie said the opening went “very 
well” and she was “very pleased” 
with the gallery’s reception.

“Everybody I would say was 
delighted and many people said 
it was much more impressive 
than they had imagined.”

The opening included a 
“very moving” blessing led by 
Kaumātua Walter Searancke 
and speeches about the gal-

lery’s significance from Thames-
Coromandel district councillor 
Robyn Sinclair, Coromandel MP 
Scott Simpson and Ngāti Maru 
and Koro Ngāpō representa-
tives.

Carolyn and Ngāti Maru Advi-
sor Craig Solomon cut the rib-
bon to open the gallery. 

She previously told The Profile  
the gallery had been an ambi-
tion for the museum’s adminis-
tration for many years.

“For us the history of this area 
doesn’t just begin with the arriv-
al of James Cook or the arrival 
of the missionaries but of course 
goes back way before that when 
Māori actually settled in this 
area,” she said.

“Over the years, we’ve been 
given taonga that people have 
found in this area and it’s long 
been a desire of the museum to 
put those taonga on display in 
an appropriate way.”

Taonga Māori Gallery opens
 Carolyn Mckenzie, left, and Craig Solomon cut the ribbon.        Photo: SUPPLIED 

Brothers catch dreaded mining disease
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

After William Guy buried his 
brother at Thames in October, 

1923, he returned to his home in 
Ngātea. 

William, 47, had been em-
ployed by the Lands Department 
for many years, working all over 
the Hauraki Plains. But now he 
handed in his notice, drew his 
wages and paid up his account at 
the store. He told his friends he 
was leaving. William talked of the 
great suffering that his brother, 
James, had endured. James, 50, 
had had the dreaded miners’ 
phthisis, or miner’s complaint - a 
lung disease caused by inhaling 
crystalline silica dust. Now Wil-
liam, who had also at one time 
worked as a miner, had it too.

Twelve years earlier an investi-
gation into miner’s complaint had 
been held at Thames. Dr Lapraik 
said that impure air, faulty venti-
lation, absence of sunshine, tem-
perature changes, dampness, poi-
sonous gases, decomposing tim-
ber and insanitary surroundings 
contributed to miner’s phthisis.

The remedies were good venti-
lation, cleanliness, and the use of 

Thames mines.                      Photo: SUPPLIED

water spray wherever quartz was 
being broken. He advised a hot 
bath, followed by a cold shower 
immediately on coming to the sur-
face. Dr Walshe said that chronic 
lung disease amongst miners was 
very prevalent in the Thames dis-
trict and miners should be pre-
vented from spitting indiscrimi-
nately about a mine. 

In 1915 at a parliamentary dis-
cussion, the compensation for 
cases in which miners died of 
miner’s complaint was declared 
utterly inadequate. It was con-
sidered an absolute scandal that 
nothing had been done after the 
matter had been discussed for so 
many years. The government was 
urged to provide invalid pensions.

Dr Thacker pleaded that in ad-
dition to the soldiers at the front, 
these “industrial soldiers” should 
also be looked after.

After William Guy had said 
goodbye to his friends, he was 
found a few hours later lying on 
the bed in his hut, having taken his 
own life. At the inquest, a verdict 
of suicide while in a depressed 
state of mind was returned. Wil-
liam was a single man, well and 
favourably known throughout the 

district. Suicides by men suffer-
ing from miner’s complaint were 
quite frequent; it was a grim and 
frightening disease.

The year after William died, a 
Bill was passed that miner’s inca-
pacitated by miner’s phthisis be 
entitled to a pension, together 
with the necessary medical com-
forts and medicines.

The Bill was supported by Mr 
Rhodes, member for Thames, who 
said it had been most unreason-
able that a man was not allowed 
to receive the miner’s pension 
if he were able to do any work 
at all. Many of the men could do 
light work, but the average miner, 
who had been mining all his life, 
was a miner, pure and simple, and 
how could he be expected to do 
anything else? Thames men who 
were almost at their last gasp had 
been having to make a journey to 
and from Morrinsville to prove 
whether they had the disease or 
not. If he was suffering from min-
er’s complaint, a man had quite 
enough to do in finding the next 
breath.

William died just 10 days after 
James. They are both buried at 
Shortland cemetery, Thames.

By GORDON PREECE
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Paeroa, 14 Willoughby Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/14-willoughby-street-paeroa

Open Home Saturday 2pm - 2.30pm

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $595,000

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 132 Edward Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/132-edward-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 101A Mount View Road 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/101a-mount-view-road-thames

Open Home Saturday 12.30pm - 1pm 

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $750,000

Thames, 106B Pleasant Wood Place
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/106b-pleasant-wood-place-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 1 2

Asking Price $1,045,000

Thornton Bay, 3 Arthur Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/3-arthur-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

5 3 2 2

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 306 Sandes Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/306-sandes-street-thames

Open Home Saturday 11.30am - 12pm

3 1 1 2

Asking Price $749,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

It could feel like Christmas 
every day with Paeroa Mari-

time Park’s plan to be lit all-
year round.

The museum at the entrance 
to Paeroa has started work-
ing towards installing perma-
nent, colour-changing lights 
around the park. It is famous 
for its Christmas Light Show 
which attracts thousands each 
December, but assembling 
and dismantling the twinkling 
decorations had become un-
sustainable for the ageing vol-
unteers, chairman Colin James 
told Hauraki District Council.

They would need around 
$40,000 to fully equip the 
park, and this year, they set a 
target of $10,000 which was 
reached after a donation by 
Mayor Toby Adams in June.

Mayor Adams added to the 
$2,200 already raised by the 
park by granting $7800 from 
his Mayoral Fund.

“This is something that is go-
ing to last, it’s not a one-off  fi x, 
it’s an investment into the 10, 
15, 20 years of the maritime 
park, so I felt it was a good, 
worthy cause,” he said.

Over the last two years, the 
Historical Maritime Park has 
created new pontoons and 
pathways, and organisers are 
now planning its 2022 Christ-
mas Light Show. 

While the holiday-season 

Plans for year-round glow

Colours and shiny things 
provide inspiration for Ro-

byn Wilson’s artwork currently 
on display at her exhibition at 
Paeroa Society of Arts. 

The former Kāpiti Coaster, who 
moved to Paeroa in 2020 to be 
closer to family, told The Profi le it 
was her fi rst exhibition and “fi rst 
major opportunity” to showcase 
her mixed media artworks in-
cluding cushions, jewellery, mo-
saics and ceramics for the local 
community.

“Everyone’s art is unique to 
themselves because everyone has 
their own interpretation of what 
they like and what’s diff erent,” 
she said. 

“Because mine’s just a mixture, 
people get a choice of seeing lots 
of diff erent things… [and] I do 
love colour… [and] I often try to 
bring bling in if I can to my art.”

Robyn said her passion for art 
came from her love of drawing 

and colouring when she was a 
child and being around her father 
who was a self taught greenstone 
jewellery maker and wood carver. 

“From there as I’ve gone 
through my working life I’ve had 
art right the way through,” she 
said.

“I’m in my happy place when I 
actually create things and it’s the 
creative side that’s very impor-
tant.”

Robyn said she’d enjoyed be-
ing part of Paeroa Society of Arts 
and participating in its regular art 
classes.

“Paeroa’s a great place and 
we’re very lucky to have such 
a great art society for the local 
artists, it’s fantastic to actually 
showcase our wares and it’s a 
great community thing,” she said. 

“It’s also a lovely place for peo-
ple to come and buy gifts and 
shop around, and every month 
there’s a new exhibition.”

Robyn’s exhibition will be open 
until the end of July.

By GORDON PREECE

Debut exhibition opens
Robyn Wilson’s mixed media exhibi� on is her “fi rst major opportunity” to 
showcase her art in Paeroa.                             Photo: GORDON PREECE

show would always remain the 
park’s priority, Mr James said 
the new lights could be utilised 
throughout the year for other 
events.

“An example could be Anzac 
Day,” he told The Profi le. “If we 
wanted to dedicate the day to 
our Anzacs, we’re hoping to be 
able to turn the whole park red. 
You could do green for Saint 
Patrick’s, you could do pink 
for Pink Ribbon Day… so we’re 
aiming to be able to create an 
event around the lights.” 

Mr James said receiving the 
“large sum” of money donated 
by Mayor Adams had a huge 
eff ect on the park’s fundrais-
ing eff orts, and they had now 
extended their $10,000 target. 

“I think getting that Mayoral 
Fund straight away just was a 
huge sigh of relief. That’s huge 
for us and just ensures [the 
park’s] future.” 

Paeroa ward councillor and 
maritime park volunteer Jo 
Tilsley said the park had “been 
a labour of love” for a small 
group of “incredibly dedicated” 
people for quite some time.

“This group is working really 
hard to future-proof the park 
beyond their tenure and into 
the future,” she said.

“It is defi nitely one of the jew-
els in our tourism crown and so 
very deserving of support.” 

While the Christmas Light Show would always remain the mari� me park’s 
priority, all-year ligh� ng could be u� lised throughout the year for other 
events.                       Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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This Month’s 
Best Sellers

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz                  Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea o�ce every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on pro�t and wealth development

Beaming gymnasts
Close to 280 local primary school students competed in the 
Thames-Coromandel Gym Festival at Thames Gymsports 
in Kōpū on June 22. The day’s events included vault, beam, 
mat, mini tramp, rhythmics, floor routines and group 
performances. Reporter GORDON PREECE headed along to 
capture the day’s final events. 

Moanataiari School year 6 student Hayley Gabb keeps her balance. Pārāwai’s Melodie Mcclaren tip toes across balance beam. 

Coaches from Thames High School, Hauraki Plains College and Ngātea Primary School helped with the day’s events.

Georgia Court steadies herself to peform on the beam.
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HG LEACH CLUB RUGBY FINALS 2022
Boyd Park Te Aroha Saturday 16th July - Gates Open 11.15am

$5 Entry - Under 18 FREE - CASH ONLY • No Alcohol, Glass or Dogs permited at the grounds

12:00pm              
 Senior B Final
Lawrence 

Memorial Cup  
Mercury Bay 

v 
Thames                                     

Field 1

2:00pm              
 Senior A Final
McClinchy 

Shield     
Thames 

v 
Te Aroha 

College Old Boys
Field 1

12:15pm              
 Senior A Plate
Patrons Cup     
Coromandel 

v 
Waihou                                    

Field 2

SPORTS

Waihī College’s Max Baker encounters strong defence from the Bay in the Coulter Cup final.          Photos: TERESA RAMSEY

Thrills & spills
Waihī College were named First XV boys Coulter Cup Champions on 
Sunday after a nail-biting 26-22 finish with Mercury Bay Area School, 
who nearly got a try in the final few minutes of the game. Hauraki 
Plains College won the TVSS Trophy for First XV Girls in a convincing 
win over Mercury Bay during the Thames Valley secondary schools 
finals day. The Major Chamberlain Cup Future First XV Boys Champions 
were Whangamatā Area School after beating Thames High; Paeroa 
College won the youth boys Passey Cup over Mercury Bay; and the L 
Berry Esq Cup Plate Winners were Hauraki Plains College youth boys 
after defeating Te Aroha College.

Paeroa’s Kaleb Gurnick powers through Mercury Bay’s defence.
Thames High Future First XV players tackle 
Whangamatā’s Kauri Peke.

Kellim Ropiha dives over the try line for Waihī’s First XV. Te Tahi Herekiuha gets the first try for Paeroa youth boys.

Hauraki First XV players make the tackle.

HPC’s Sameera Hayes evades a tackle in the First XV Girls final.

Waihī’s Savantte Selwyn fends off a First XV Mercury Bay player.
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DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $  incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $ incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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ACROSS 
1 Schematic drawing (7)
4 Disparagement of 

something one cannot
acquire (4,6) 

9 Glossy transparent paint (7)
13 Scarce (4)
14 Nautical yes (3,3) 
15  Human-like sculpture, 

model (6)
16 Seventh-heaven (7)
19 Laid waste to (10)
20 Congenial (8)
21 Thin porridge (5)
24 Food store (6) 
25 Gun kick (6)
27 Indirectly, sidelong (9)
32 Rascality (8)
33 Unit of current (6) 
34 Incapacitate (7)
38 French emperor (8) 
39 Long step (6) 
40 Haul (4) 
41 Wet (5) 
42 Tending to flow; liquid (5)
45 Accept or tolerate whether

or not you want to (4,2,2,4,2)

52 Make reference to (5)
55 X-rated (5) 
56 Monarch (4) 
57 Deserving (6)
58 Piling up (8) 
61 Implement (7) 
62 Keg (6) 
63 Bordering against (8)
66 Made right (9)
68 Incapable (6)
69 Smiles smugly (6)
73 Keen (5) 
74 Combined effort of a 

group (8) 
76 Not vowels (10)
81 Cheese type (7)
82 Small cave (6)
83 Tool for gripping (6)
84 Information (4) 
85 Endeavour (7) 
86 Everlastingness (10)
87 Netted (7)

DOWN 
1 Challenged (5)
2 Antbear (8)
3 Distress signal (6)
4 Proportion (5)
5 Expended (4)
6 Exuberantly joyful (7) 
7 Illicit sexual relationship (6) 
8 Goad (3,2)

10  Curve (4)
11  Without affectation (7)
12 Sibling (6)
17 In particular (10)
18 Knitting stitch (5)
22 Wedding paper (8) 
23 Glaringly vivid (5)
24 Novice (7)
26 Heroic narrative poem (4) 
28 Tedium (7)
29 Learning establishment 

(6) 
30 Charm (6) 
31 Drop steeply (6)
33 Spanish friend (5)
35 Saying (5)
36 Whirl (4) 
37 Japanese garment (4)

43 Modernise (6)
44 Synthetic fibre (5)
46 Eye part (4)
47 Etch (7)
48 Foil (6)
49 Bucolic (5)
50 Sudden violent 
      disturbance (8) 
51 Entices (6)
52 Bitterness, rancour (10)
53 Go bankrupt (4)
54 Gets back (7)
59 Journal (5)
60 Temporary period of calm 

(4) 
64 Played a role (5)
65 Sot (8) 
67 Late (7)
68 Strange (7)
70 Chaste (anag)(6)
71 Lowest (6) 
72 Fish hawk (6)
75 Unite (5) 
77 Yellow-green colour (5)
78 Sedate, decorous (5)
79 Buckle out of shape (4)
80 Exposed (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60

61 62 63

64 65

66 67 68 69

70 71 72

73 74 75 76 77 78

79 80

81 82 83 84

85 86 87

78

ACROSS
1  Make every effort, 
especially to be fair or 
helpful (4,4,9)
10  Trader (8)
15  Meal (6)
16  Very talkative 
person (10)
17  First showing (8)
19  Do (7)
21  X-rated (5)
22  Height instrument 
(9)
25  Welder’s gas (9)
27  Abducts (7)
29  Eight-note interval 
(6)
33  Forepart (5)
34  Leftover waste from 
an ore-crushing plant 
(8)
36  Lizard-like 
amphibian (10)
39  Application (3)
41  Cautious (7)
42  Peril (6)
43  New recruit (6)
44  Religious picture (4)
45  Ghost (7)
48  Excessively 
particular (10)
53  Brief look (7)
57  Spoken (4)
58  Stocking band (6)
59  Calm (6)
60  Golf course stretch 
(7)
62  Promissory note 
(1,1,1)
64  Wed (3,8)

65  Restrictive (8)
66  Less (5)
69  Penal institution (6)
70  Wither (7)
71  Oddball (9)
76  Letter holders (9)
77  Large blood vessel 
(5)
78  First (7)
83  Graphically detailed 
(8)
84  Pickled cabbage 
(10)
85  Scottish dish (6)
86  Scatter (8)
87  Withdraw rapidly; 
run away (4,1,5,7)

DOWN
2  Balanced up (6)
3  Stunt the growth of 
(5)
4  Tub (3)
5  Food grain (4)
6  Storybook lamp-
rubber (7)
7  Water heater (6)
8  Measure of land (4)
9  Scrawling idly (8)
11  Endear (anag)(6)
12  TV, radio 
advertisement (10)
13  Assist in 
wrongdoing (4)
14  Playhouse (7)
18  Sheer, translucent
(10)
20  Assess (4)
23  Fabric fold (5)
24  Impediment (8)

26  Factory restaurant 
(7)
28  Covered against 
loss (7)
30  Sermonise (6)
31  Chessman (6)
32  Losing colour (6)
35  South American 
cud-chewer (5)
37  Wash soap out (5)
38  Board game (4)
40  Therefore (4)
45  Tine (5)
46  Slaughterhouse (8)
47  Paltry (6)
48  Paternity (10)
49  Indian garment (4)
50  Sudden urge (7)
51  Revenue (6)
52  Out of condition (5)
54  Heavy metal (4)
55  Cocktail (7)
56  Sculpted figure (6)
61  Salad dressing (10)
63  Photo in photo (5)
67  Set free (8)
68  Astound (4)
69  Play make-believe 
(7)
72  Sailor’s sword (7)
73  Mental giant (6)
74  Oriental smoking 
pipe (6)
75  Yacht harbour (6)
79  Big cat (5)
80  Musical work (4)
81  Not straight (4)
82  Don’t go (4)
85  Garden tool (3)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Spinach, 4 Applicants, 9 Absence, 13 Edit, 14 Matter, 15 Ticket, 16 Usually, 19 Dwindle, 
20 Queer someone’s pitch, 21 Detour, 22 Ransom, 24 Cancelled, 29 Etcetera, 30 Coarse, 31 Feather, 
35 Roulette, 36 Spares, 37 Runt, 38 False, 39 Map, 41 Tryst, 43 Drapes, 47 Split, 50 Gas, 54 Aphid, 
55 Bare, 56 Absorb, 57 Intrigue, 60 Caption, 61 Vacate, 62 Epidemic, 65 Destroyer, 67 Hungry, 68 
Valour, 72 Pull out all the stops, 75 Precede, 77 Servile, 78 Grille, 79 Trough, 80 Fair, 81 Amongst, 82 
Family tree, 83 Thistle. 

DOWN: 1 Speed, 2 Initiate, 3 Heated, 4 Antiquated, 5 Puree, 6 Interim, 7 Anchor, 8 Theme, 10 Best-
seller, 11 Examine, 12 Calico, 17 Adjustment, 18 Knack, 21 Diagram, 23 Swapped, 25 Absurd, 26 
Sentry, 27 Hassle, 28 Geisha, 30 Circa, 32 Thaw, 33 Jump, 34 Snap, 40 Appeal, 42 Seal, 44 Reagan, 
45 Paste, 46 Surgeon, 48 Linger, 49 Terminates, 50 Gags, 51 Shelter, 52 Kilt, 53 Debate, 58 Portcullis, 
59 Microscope, 63 Topaz, 64 Forecast, 66 Enliven, 67 Hosiery, 69 Museum, 70 Chilli, 71 Spigot, 73 
Larva, 74 Outer, 76 Eerie.

 SUDOKU               58

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                78
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

NZ FARM 
COMPLIAN
CE

Are you over paperwork and making sense  
of regulations? We specialise in: 
�  Farm Environmental Compliance 
� Farm Quality Assurance Programmes 
� Farm Business Management Systems  
� Health & Safety, & Staff Housing. 
We sort it out. Get in touch today. 
021 041 8173 www.nzfarmcompliance.com 

NZ FARM COMPLIANCE 
COMPLIANCE SERVICES

PATCHWORK, KNITTING 
� WOOL & COTTON, 

HABERDASHERY, 
FABRICS, 

JANOME SEWING 
MACHINES, 

GIFT VOUCHERS

Open Mon - Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-12pm
468 Pollen St, Thames. Ph 868 8190  

E: needlesnpinsthames@gmail.com

HABERDASHERY

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD
DRIVING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses*

Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)

*register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY GARDEN CARE SERVICES

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

 CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Heat Pump Cleaning  
Maintenance Check 
Book now for winter 

Contact Mark 
027 839 9941 

absheatpumpcleaning@xtra.co.nz 

HEAT PUMPS

For a Personal & Professional Service 

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
• Residential Carpet     • Commercial Carpet    

• Fabric & Leather upholstery   • Fabric Protection    
• Vehicle & Motorhome Upholstery

Phone: 022 367 4921
Email: contrastcarpetcleaning@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

FREE 
ADVICE

Stuck in the 
cost of living crisis?

Call us...
07 868 5964 • 027 970 7076 

BUDGETING

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SMART HOME 
INSPECTIONS

Smart home maintenance
and inspection reports

Cost estimates - DIY guides
Trade certified - LBP

Ph: 020 4085 7369 
smarthomeinsp@yahoo.com

HOME MAINTENANCE

Rodley Cleaning Services (RCS) has 
cleaned across Thames Valley for 

more than a year offering both residential 
and commercial cleaning services.

Simon Rodley, who owns and operates 
the business, began with residential and 
commercial cleaning services through 
word of mouth.

“I was cleaning at the GBD and one of 
the customers said ‘you’re cleaning up 
nicely, do you want to clean my house 
too’ and I thought sure why not?

“So I started doing that and thought 
this was a cool business to start, so I 

started picking up some more clients 
through word of mouth,” he said. 

“That’s important in a small town be-
cause everyone knows each other and 
you don’t have to focus so much on on-
line advertising.”

RCS also offers window washing and 
dry carpet cleaning, and introduced inte-
rior wall and ceiling cleaning this year.

“I appreciate the Valley Profi le, it’s a 
great newspaper, if you’re thinking of 
advertising I’ve had plenty of calls from 
people so far… so I would give it a shot,” 
Simon said.

RCS cleans up the Thames Valley
Simon Rodley owns and operates Rodley Cleaning Services (RCS).                  Photo: GORDON PREECE
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CLASSIFIEDS 

CLASSIFIEDS 
For Sale Public Notice Public Notice

Gardening

Church Notices

Stump Grinding. All 
sizes, all areas. Free 
quote. Ph 021 060 7659

Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

FREE Top soil or fi ll. 
100 cubes. View any-
time. Ph Pete 027 496 
7034 Ngarimu Bay

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $35 + GST per week 
and one of our professional 

reporters will write a story about 
your business at no extra cost

SPECIAL OFFER!

NEED STAFF? 
Advertise 

with the 
Valley Profi le

and get results
Ph 022 130 3885

Woodturners Cafe
in Ngatea are getting busier so are  

looking for another 
Cafe Assistant to join the team. 

Variable hours.
Involves one weekend day. 

No experience required. 
Full training given. 

Contact Lorraine 021 246 9376

NEW DEADLINE

We can now take your classifi ed ads
anytime before 1pm Monday

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

SERVICES
Plumbing  • Drainlaying 

Roofi ng • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096   
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz   
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

PLUMBER

Clapp
Nicole

M 0276 409 005
P 07 868 9820
nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd
Licenced Agent REAA 2008
519 Pollen St, Thames

REAL ESTATE AGENT

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Commercial & Residential

Installation, servicing 
& monitoring

• Intruder Alarms   • CCTV   
• Gate Automation   • Access Control

Paeroa  Thames  Ngatea  Waihi  Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 920 319
E: info@technicall.co.nz

SECURITY SYSTEMS
ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES

Notice of the 
4th AGM for 

Thames 
Menz/WomenzShed
to be held at 4.30pm 
Saturday 30th July 

at the Shed 
412 Queen St Thames 

Ph 021 29 000 23

Hauraki Plains 
Co-operating Parish

Presbyterian - Methodist  
Anglican

Sundays 09:30 a.m
Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Sunday
An inclusive, encouraging 

community of faith 
‘Come and See’

Church Offi ce : 07 867 8466
www.haurakiplainscoopparish.com

Historical Maritime 
Park Inc

AGM
Sunday 24th July 
2pm at the Park 

All Welcome

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARENT ELECTION NOTICE 
PARAWAI SCHOOL 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ ELECTION 
 
Nominations are invited for the election of 5 parent representatives to the board of trustees. 
 
A nomination form and a notice calling for nominations will be posted to all eligible voters. 
 
You can nominate another person to stand as a candidate, or you can nominate yourself (make sure 
you sign both parts of the form).  
 
Additional nomination forms can be obtained from the school office. 
 
Nominations close at noon on Wednesay 3rd August 2022 and may be accompanied by signed 
candidates’ statements. 
 
The voting roll is open for inspection at the school and can be viewed during normal school hours. 
 
There will also be a list of candidates’ names, as they come to hand, for inspection at the school. 
 
Voting closes at 4pm on Wednesday 7th September 2022. 
 
 
Signed:  Annette Harrington 
 
Returning Officer 
 

PARENT ELECTION NOTICE  
PARAWAI SCHOOL  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ 
ELECTION 

Nominations are invited for the election of 
5 parent representatives to the board of 
trustees.  
A nomination form and a notice calling for 
nominations will be posted to all eligible 
voters. 
You can nominate another person 
to stand as a candidate, or you can 
nominate yourself (make sure you sign 
both parts of the form).  
Additional nomination forms can be 
obtained from the school office. 
Nominations close at noon on 
Wednesay 3rd August 2022 and may 
be accompanied by signed candidates’ 
statements. 
The voting roll is open for inspection at 
the school and can be viewed during 
normal school hours. There will also be a 
list of candidates’ names, as they come to 
hand, for inspection at the school. 
Voting closes at 4pm on Wednesday 
7th September 2022. 
Signed:  Annette Harrington 
Returning Officer

Bronze Plaques NZ Ltd
Peninsula Memorials

As our company continues to grow 
providing memorials to families 

throughout the region, bronze plaques 
and other products nationwide.

We are looking for a 
Sales and Administrator 

to join our team.
You will be involved with administrative 

tasks as well as sales and service 
to our clients.

This position is based in Thames.
If you are passionate about making a real 

difference in peoples lives
please send 

your CV and Cover Letter to: 
cf@pmthames.co.nz

A position description will be provided.

We are currently looking for 
relief paper runners in 

Thames, Paeroa and Waihi 
021 100 8709

admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

 For the past two years, Hauraki Plains 
College Year 12 horticulture students 
have been given the opportunity to 
plan, design, and make a garden for the 
school in Ngatea. 

This year, students needed to fi nd out 
what the school desired in a garden, 
and come up with a plan to fi ll the 
space by the college’s music room. 

They designed a pioneer garden, and 
used rushes and reeds and native bush 
to fulfi ll their scope.

The gate was donated by Chris 
deBeer, the totara posts by Amanda 
Fitzpatrick, and the rocks were donated 
by Miles Shelley. 

The planting has been done with the 
help of Kevin Place.

Students design pioneer 
garden for college

Hauraki Plains College students with the new pioneer garden.        Photo: SUPPLIED
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What Excites You?What Excites You?

Let us know, call or text us
free courses • free transport

www.valleyeduca� on.co.nz

Valley Educa� on
07 868 7892 

027 314 1577

LETTERS
Send your letters to the editor to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or post/drop in to our office at 2 Queen 
St, Paeroa, 3600. Letters must include your full name and address, be 250 words or less and may 
be edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.
MĀORI WARDS
Matamata-Piako District Council are in-
cluding a Māori ward in the upcoming 
local government elections. Will Hauraki 
District Council do the same? 

I’ve been doing some sums. Just under 
23 per cent of Hauraki’s population iden-
tify as Māori with another 3 per cent as 
Pacifica. 

That’s 26 per cent of Hauraki population 
and yet, looking at our local government 
representation there’s been a long, long 
trail of pakeha males with the occasional 
pakeha female thrown in. Isn’t it time to 
move into the 21st century and get real 
diversity among our decision makers? Why 
should first-nation people be given a say 
in the running of their own country I hear 
you say. How unfair is that. 

Well, for a very long time, first nation 
people have had to sit back while our 
colonial ancestors have trampled on their 
culture, stolen their land and systemati-
cally tried to achieve their aim of a ‘little 
England’ in the South Pacific. Those with a 
good knowledge of Aotearoa/New Zealand 
history know that. 

As a country we pride ourselves on 
being ‘fair’, practical and pragmatic. For 
anyone who still clings to stereotypes of a 
native population in need of being civilised 
by a superior culture I suggest you study 
history. There was nothing civilised in 
the actions of the English empire in their 
pursuit of power and resources. And in 
today’s chaotic world we desperately need 
Māori wisdom, their cultural ethos of long-
term thinking and their amazing generos-
ity of spirit. 

Māori also know how to select and train 
leaders – something missing from our cur-
rent political system and sorely needed if 
we are to transition successfully through 
the global climate crisis. So how about it 
HDC – fair representation for first nation 

people would be 2.9 Māori seats – prob-
ably best to round it up to 3.

- Dawn Sinclair, Waihī

COUNCIL RESPONSE
The Hauraki Rohe is made up of 12 Iwi 
with seven of these iwi having Mana 
Whenua Status within the Hauraki District 
Council area. We are one of the few Coun-
cil regions where there is not one domi-
nant Iwi that all Iwi descend from. Instead 
we have multiple Iwi who stand under 
their own mana.

With the current Legislation changes 
that made establishing Māori wards easier. 
Council erred on the side of caution and 
will first seek engagement form Hauraki 
Māori about what representation best 
looks like and suits Hauraki Iwi. It is not 
Councils preference to decide for Māori 
what that looks like and Council will be 
guided by Māori on that process.

Under the current law changes. Hauraki 
District Council will only be allocated one 
seat (two if we are lucky). This is based on 
the number of Māori on the Māori roll. In 
Council view, rather than predetermine an 
outcome which may be detrimental to the 
mana of Iwi. 

Council instead will embark on engag-
ing with iwi to determine what the model 
going forward looks like. Council are very 
keen to engage in developing a partner-
ship model with Hauraki Iwi.

Too often the mistake is made that there 
is only one Iwi per region. This is not the 
case with Hauraki and the current legisla-
tion changes don’t reflect the make-up of 
Hauraki. 

Council looks forward to beginning the 
process of developing a partnership model 
with Hauraki iwi and developing a model 
that best works and enhances the mana of 
Hauraki Iwi and Council.

- Hauraki District Council

The 53rd Birthday Celebrations of 
the Goldfields Women’s Institute 
was held on June 14 at The Mel-
bourne Café in Thames. The meals 
that were served were all delicious 
and members enjoyed this very 
social occasion. It is amazing to 
think we still have one foundation 
member, Jill Bridgman who lives 
in Auckland, an associate member, 
which we keep in touch with regu-
larly.   As a treat for our birthday, 
four good size raffles were won by 
Bev Schenkel, Val Bowen, Carole 
Bridle and Jeannine Oliver. Other 
members received some chocolate 
bars. Arrangements were made to 
attend the Thames Piako Group 
Day at Kerepehi on July 5. If anyone 
is interested in joining our Group, 
please contact Helen on 0274 386 
692. 
KEREPEHI WI
President Elaine Jolliffe welcomed 
seven members to our June meet-
ing. The thought for the month 
and raffle were supplied by Elaine: 
“Success is only failure turned In-
side out”. We had one birthday, Sue 
Watson, who was away on holiday. 
Elaine received her birthday gift for 
May as she was away last month. 
We all bought something for prizes 
for group day, which we hosted on 
July 5 at Kerepehi Bowling Club, 14 
items altogether. Roll call was knit-
ted TV slippers, with seven pairs to 
be donated to Women’s Refuge. 
Set competition was jam tarts: Jan 
Edmonds and Vicky Fulton had 
done knitting for the Middlemore 
Wool Programme: 29 cot blankets, 
20 beanies, five pairs booties and 
jumpers. After lunch we all made 
a table arrangement with artificial 
flowers for group day.
COMPETITIONS: Artificial Arrange-

ment: 1st Mario van  Eyk; 2nd Bev 
Adamson; 3rd Jan Edmonds. Jam 
Tarts: 1st Bev Adamson, 2nd Caro-
lyn  Giles. Flowers Bloom: 1st Caro-
lyn Giles; 2nd Marion van Eyk; 3rd 
Jan Edmonds. Spike: 1st Carolyn 
Giles; 2nd Marion van Eyk; 3rd Bev 
Adamson. Shrub: 1st Jan Edmonds; 
2nd Marion van Eyk; 3rd Bev Ad-
amson. Vegetable: 1st Marion van  
Eyk   2nd Carolyn Giles, 3rd Jan 
Edmonds. Herb 1st Marion van 
Eyk; 2nd Carolyn Giles; 3rd Jan  Ed-
monds. 
FEDERATION
A meeting, on the 16th May, of the 
Thames Hauraki Plains District Fed-
eration of Women’s Institutes was 
held at the Ngatea supper room 
to discuss the upcoming National 
Conference Remits and for final 
arrangements for the delegates 
heading to Lower Hutt. Members 
enjoyed a soup and buns luncheon 
put on by the federation, and raffles 
were won by eight lucky members.  
On May 29, ten members of the 
Thames Hauraki Plains Federation 
and two members of the North-
ern Waikato Federation travelled 
to Lower Hutt to attend the 101st 
GM/Conference of the NZ National 
Women’s Institutes. The confer-
ence commenced on the Monday 
afternoon with National President 
Fay Leonard welcoming everyone. 
The rest of the afternoon was taken 
up with business along with nomi-
nee speeches for both the national 
president as well as the national 
executive committee.  On Monday 
night, we were welcomed to Low-
er Hutt by Mayor Campbell Barry, 
who gave us an insight on the dif-
ferent places that were worthy of 
a visit, as well as he hoped there 
would be plenty of retail therapy 

carried out. Five ladies received 
their Gold Honours Badges, our 
highest award, which is extremely 
special. One very special lady is 
Margaret Bartle, who used to be-
long to Whangamata WI and now 
resides in Matamata. The guest 
speaker was Ranjna Patel, Gandhi 
Nivas who was extremely interest-
ing. The evening concluded after 
the national competitions prizegiv-
ing. Although we didn’t win any 
prizes, Noelene Kayes, a member of 
Maramarua/Kopuku WI received a 
third placing for her Christmas Tree 
decoration, which was one of three 
items in the Robert Young Rose-
bowl competition. Tuesday morn-
ing was business and remits before 
the announcement of the election 
results. The new national president 
of the NZ Federation of WI is Jude 
Vaughan from Mid-Canterbury. The 
new national executive commit-
tee is Adrienne Allen, our own Toni 
Brumby from Maramarua/Kopuku-
WI, Judy Cathcart, Jessie Hopkinson 
and Mary Reet. The speaker was 
Angelic Jefferies, who received a 
$10,000 grant from Women’s Insti-
tute for her research into Cerebral 
Palsy in babies and young children. 
Tuesday night entertainment was 
an Eisteddfod, which we all enjoyed 
with great entertainment put on by 
so many ladies. One of the North-
ern Waikato ladies was in the im-
promptu reading, which is really 
hard to do as you are only given the 
piece to read moments before you 
go on stage. Wednesday morning 
was back on to the plane home-
ward bound, and although it was 
rough leaving Wellington, we left 
before the rain, hail and tornado hit 
the area, so we were all pleased to 
arrive home safely.

Goldfields WI celebrates 53 years

There was a good turn out of 
21 teams for Martyn Barriball 
Memorial optional fours on June 
5 at Kerepehi Bowling Club. It was 
aclean sweep for Kerepehi teams 
for prizes. 
RESULTS: 1st 3 wins 34 points 
20 ends (Kerepehi); Mitti Taipari, 
Garry Parker, Don Cooper, Norm 
Allen; 2nd 3 wins 16 points 17 
ends (Kerepehi); Richard Crosland, 
Mike Hitchcock, George Morehu, 
Robin Povey; 3rd 3 wins 16 points 
15 ends (Kerepehi);  Graham 
Pyke, Margaret Henderson, Colin, 
Sandy. 24 teams showed up the 
thick fog for Gordon O’Brien 
Memorial optional fours on June 
26. RESULTS: 1st 4 wins 44 points 
24 ends Ray W,Simon, Carole, Lois 
; 2nd 4 wins 38 points 23 ends G 
Hewitt, A Brian, Kathryn, Darryl; 
3rd 4 wins 23 points 20 ends K 

SPORTS REPORTS
Email your sports reports, photos and captions to: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz.

TVRFU RUGBY

BOWLS Bunn, Adele, Hoppy, Amanda; 4th 
3.5 wins 27 points 21 ends Keith 
Collins, Richard Purdy, Velco, Jim 
Newman. Club prize: Shaun team. 
Coming up 24 th July, Tunnicliffe 
Nissan opt 4s. Entries to Club 07 
867 6897, Peter 0212 074 1802.

RESULTS: McClinchy Cup SF: Mer-
cury Bay 17-22 COBRAs; Thames 
27-11 Whangamata. Patrons Cup 
SF: Hauraki North 27-54 Waihou; 
Paeroa 18-19 Coromandel. Law-
rence Memorial Cup SF: Mercury 
Bay 27-22 COBRAs; Thames 39-6 
Waihi Athletic; 
FINALS: July 16 at Boyd Park, 
Te Aroha. Patrons Cup final, 
12:30pm: Coromandel vs Waihou; 
McClinchy Cup final, 2pm: CO-
BRAs vs Thames. Lawrence Me-
morial Cup final, 12:30pm: Mer-
cury Bay vs Thames.

Debbie Siddens respresents the sponsor family in the Gordon O’Brien 
Memorial optional fours.         Photo: TERRY KING
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

OUR LATEST PRE-OWNED LISTINGS

$64,990

2020 Isuzu D-Max X-Terrain 4WD 
25,			 KM
3.0L D�����

������� ���������
 ­���-��� �������

$23,990

2019 Suzuki Swift Sport 
15,


 KM
1.4L T���� P�����
A������� 

­���� � ���������
�����-��� ��� ���

$13,995

2017 Suzuki Swift SE 
65,��� KM
1.4L P�����
A��������

������� � ����­��
�����-��� �������

$3,995

2018 Mitsubishi Colt LS 
181,


 KM
1.5L P�����
A��������

������� ������ ��
���­�-��� �������

$12,990

2014 Suzuki Swift 
68,


 KM
1.4L P�����
A��������
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$31,990

2020 Suzuki Vitara AWD 
63,
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1.4L T���� P�����
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$24,990

2019 MG ZS 
20,��� KM
1.0L T���
 P�
�
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$21,990

2018 Suzuki Swift Sport 
46,��� KM
1.4L T���
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�
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$11,990

2014 Suzuki Swift
58,��� KM
1.3L P�
�
	
A�

��
��

������� ����	��	�

����-��� ��	�
��

NZ
NEW

NZ
NEW

NZ
NEW

NZ
NEW

NZ
NEW

NZ
NEW

NZ
NEW

NZ
NEW

Phone:  (027) 224 0728  |  Email:  brettp@myfeed.co.nz

@myfeedsupplies

$AVE/ORDER LOCALLY

We will soon be operating out of Paeroa for the new season 

Beat Rising Fuel  Beat Rising Fuel 
& Freight Cost& Freight Cost

My Feed Ltd can make your custom 
blends to your requirements with many 
options of products and minerals.

We also supply all products on their own 
and/or contracts.

My Feed Ltd is built on happy clients, 
honesty, quality products and most 
importantly, great knowledge and 
fantastic service.

We source quality products from reliable 
suppliers and farmers to keep your 
animals well fed and in optimum health.

Bulk Blends 

Silo Blends

PK/Molasses Blends 

Calf Meal - Bulk or Silo
(Bulk bags only)

myfeed.co.nz


