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AWARD FOR RIVER RESCUEAWARD FOR RIVER RESCUE
An “eerie” white light showed 

Kevin Peka where a drown-
ing man lay at the depths of a 
Karangahake Gorge swimming 
hole during an heroic rescue 
last year.

“[It] would’ve been about 
four or fi ve metres deep and 
very dark but when we found 
him, there was a white light 
to say where he was - it was a 
very eerie feeling,” he told The 
Profi le.

The underground project 
leader for Alton Drilling in 
Waihī was awarded a Waikato 
Commissioner Appreciation 
Award in May for rescuing the 
man from the Waitawheta Riv-
er at Dickey Flat Waterfalls in 
February last year.

Kevin still doesn’t know the 
identity of the man he saved, 
but said it was an Asian gen-
tleman close to his 30s who 
“didn’t speak English”.

On the day of the rescue, 
Kevin had fi nished swimming 
with his two sons, Paitoa and 
Piriora, when he was told a 
man was submerged down-
stream.

“[I was] sitting on the other 
side of the river with my kids, 
and I’d seen three Asians come 
down and cross the river fully 
clothed.

“[It] would’ve been a good 
three minutes and then [one 
of the group] popped up and 
just casually swam towards us, 
pulled himself up on the rocks, 

By GORDON PREECE

caught his breath and spoke to 
the female, and she turned to 
me and said can you help my 
friend?

“I was like where is he? And 
[they] just pointed at the river 
and said down there.”

Kevin swam down the river 
and dove under to scan the riv-
er fl oor for the man but couldn’t 

fi nd him. When he dove under 
again, he was joined by a by-
stander named Adam, who’d 
been sitting on nearby rocks. 

The pair found the man on 
the bottom shortly after - he 
was fully clothed in a tracksuit 
and jumper. 

When they pulled him out of 
the water, the man was unre-

sponsive with no pulse. 
“It was quite scary, he was 

very pale white,” Kevin said.
“We both pulled him up, 

I took over and swam to the 
bank, pulled him on to the 
rocks, and started doing CPR. 
But where we had him placed, 
I wasn’t getting full compres-
sion, so I had to drag him up 

the bank.
“Once I got him up the bank 

to a fl at surface [I] started CPR 
and another bystander, Ann, 
she came and did mouth to 
mouth while I did the compres-
sions. 

“That went on for about 20 
minutes until we got him back… 

Kevin Peka, le� , receives his award from Waikato District Commander Superintendent Bruce Bird.                         Photo: SUPPLIED
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To determine tide times at the following
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listed in the calendar.
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Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
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Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12
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Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one of 

the display advertisements in 
The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz or 
text 027 396 2459 with your 
full name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in the 
draw to win a Lotto ticket. Last 
week it was in the Beds4U ad.

Quality 
kitchenware and 

gi� s for all seasons.

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Create the Vibe stays for another year
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Despite three in-person pleas 
and a petition signed by 

more than 600 to remove the 
“temporary”  Vibe in Thames, 
the community board chose to 
keep it for another year and in-
vest up to $15,000.

The Thames Community 
Board meeting on June 22 be-
gan with members of the public 
calling for decision makers to 
remove the “eyesore” that has 
closed Mary St to traffic for 15 
months.

They argued there was in-
adequate consultation prior to 
the initial street closure; that in 
more than one year, neither the 
council and community board 
had formally approved the de-
sign; and that the Vibe space was 
“ugly beyond belief”. 

Sheryl McConnell, who pre-
sented a petition to the commu-
nity board signed by more than 
640 people in April, asked mem-
bers to “please listen”. 

Her petition was followed by 
one in favour of The Vibe that 
amassed 100 signatures.

During the hour-long discus-
sion about the space, two com-
munity board members poked 
holes in the public petitions, 
with one alleging people only 
signed against the space because 
they thought it was a Covid-19 
register. 

“We’ve had two petitions, and 
if we’re brutally honest - and I 
think we should be - both peti-
tions had flaws,” Thames ward 
councillor and board member 
Robyn Sinclair said. 

“When I counted all the 
names, I saw that some people 
had signed the initial petition 
more than once… the other thing 
I’m aware of is that I know at 
least three people who signed the 
petition because they sort of felt 
the pressure to.”

Cr Sinclair believed the vast 
majority of people who had an 
opinion about the Vibe didn’t 
have an adequate opportunity to 
share their opinion, and called 
on council to create its own con-
sultation. 

Member Cherie Staples also 
questioned the validity of the pe-
titions. 

“Six-hundred people versus 
100 in a petition, when we’ve got 
about 6000-7000 people living 
here… I too understand there is 
the question around the validity 

of the signatures of those who 
are against Create the Vibe,” she 
said.

“Particularly, I know of one 
business who had it on their 
front counter and people were 
signing it because they thought it 
was the Covid register.” 

After lengthy discussion, 
members voted to retain the Cre-
ate the Vibe trial as current for 12 
months, replacing some materi-
als as required at a cost of up to 
$15,000. 

Staff must report back by June 
30 with its final recommenda-
tion, following a community 
consultation that would likely 
take place over the summer 
(January-March) period. 

Board chair Strat Peters and 
member Peter Revell voted 
against the motion. 

Speaking to The Profile im-
mediately following the decision, 
Carson’s Bookshop owner Greg 
Hampton said the discussion 
was “very muddled” and ignored 
the financial and logistical as-
pects of Mary St’s closure, raised 
by the public.

“I don’t think the petition-
ers have had any response from 
council since first lodging it.

“They spoke at the meet-
ing again today and still there 
doesn’t appear to be any mes-
sage back,” he said. “So, there’s 
still no solution proposed for the 
roundabout which can’t be ac-
cessed from town. It’s complete-
ly ignored in the whole discus-
sion and decision-making.” 

 Community board members have voted to go out to public consultation for the Vibe.            File photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Mānawatia a Matariki
from the team at 

Carson’s.

*Terms and Conditions Apply, Participating stores only. See in-store for more details or go to la-z-boy.co.nz

SALEGreat
Recliner

Buy one recliner and 
get a second one

HALF
PRICE!*

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
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On in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 5.7.22.

Half
Price.

UP TO

Your essential sleep 
sorted with huge 
savings on Sleepyhead.

24 months
interest free*

Moanataiari ‘can’t be protected’ forever
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Eventually, the residents of 
Moanataiari will have to re-

treat.
After a significant amount of 

sea level rise, which could occur 
within the next three decades, 
the suburb on Thames’ coast-
line won’t be able to be pro-
tected.

It was news the district coun-
cil said it knew would be diffi-
cult for the residents of Moana-
taiari to digest.

If the subdivision, built on 
land reclaimed from the sea, 
saw a sea level rise of more than 
0.2m (200mm), the long-term 
defence would be managed 
retreat, rather than council 
spending millions to continu-
ously build up the sea wall.

“One way to put it, and a very 
optimistic way, is if we do not 
get sea level rise and we do not 
have hazards affecting us, we 
may not have to do very much. 
We’re effectively planning for 
the worst,” Thames-Coroman-
del District Council’s asset and 
planning manager Amon Mar-
tin said. 

“We think it will happen at 
some point, but there is un-
certainty about how fast it will 
happen. 

“When things start to hap-
pen, when you get 0.1m of sea 
level rise, you identify that as a 
trigger, and you monitor that, 
and then you take the action.” 

At a Thames-Coromandel 
District Council shoreline man-
agement plan public meeting 
on June 17, “being flexible” and 

for that.”
The reasons related to cost, 

the settlement of the land, and 
the residual risk that if some-
thing happened to the wall, the 
properties behind it could be 
jeopradised. 

Mr Martin said talking in 
100-year time-frames, council 
was not advocating the wall as 
being the sole protector of the 
suburb, which he acknowledged 
was “quite a difficult thing to di-
gest”.

Given that, council did not 
think retreating from Moana-
taiari needed to happen tomor-
row, he said.

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council’s shoreline manage-
ment plan was a three-year pro-
ject working to understand the 
inundation and erosion risks to 
the area’s coastline. It is due to 
conclude this year.

Mayor Sandra Goudie earlier 
said sea level rise was “a huge 
challenge facing many councils” 
but for Thames-Coromandel, it 
was even more challenging giv-
en its geography and 400km of 
coastline. 

“This will require difficult and 
confronting conversations for 
some of our communities over 
the next few months, but we 
know that understanding the 
risks now, and planning ahead 
now, is the right thing to do.”
DETAILS: For more information, or 
to offer feedback, visit the TCDC 
website: www.tcdc.govt.nz.

acknowledging uncertainty was 
key for the residents of at-risk 
Moanataiari.

According to data retrieved 
from Stats NZ, between 1899-
2018, Auckland had seen a 
1.67mm increase in sea level per 
year, or just under 0.2m.

This includes an increase of 
just over 100mm, or 5.3mm per 
year over the past 20 years.

Modellers were “largely con-
fident” the country could see a 
sea level rise of 160mm-400mm 
by 2050 - a “best case scenario” 
based on low global emissions. 

The data became “less cer-
tain” after 2050.

“There is quite a bit of uncer-
tainty in our predictions; the 
timing when all the things are 

going to happen, but we lean on 
and use the triggers and the flex-
ibility that the pathways provide 
to make a plan, because that is 
a good way to help with the un-
certainty,” Mr Martin said.

When Moanataiari started 
to see a sea level rise of 0.1m 
(100mm), that’s when council 
would start planning for a man-
aged retreat, he said. 

When it gets to 0.2m, it’ll start 
initiating it.

“That will prevent us from get-
ting to that unaccessible thresh-
old of having 0.4m (400mm) of 
sea level rise,” he said.

“If there’s one thing to take 
away, that is the key message: 
after 0.4, after a significant 
amount of sea level rise, we 

don’t think we can keep protect-
ing Moanataiari.” 

Discussed at the public meet-
ing was a scenario to increase 
the height of the current sea 
wall by around two metres, at an 
estimated cost of $25 million. 

But the option was just that, 
presenters said, an option, “not 
the most likely option”, or the 
best way to protect Moanataiari 
in the long-run. 

“This is the difficult part of 
this conversation,” Mr Martin 
said. “We’re not advocating that 
we continue to build up the sea 
wall; we’re not advocating that 
putting two metres on the wall 
is a viable option for Moana-
taiari. 

“There’s a number of reasons 

 Moanataiari, along Thames’ coast, was built on land reclaimed from the sea.                   Photo: SUPPLIED/TCDC
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45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

Year 5 pupils Edna Masima, left, Holly Shortt and Sian Wright present their Matariki stars with a splash of colour.

Young 
stars
Hikutaia School celebrated Ma-
tariki on June 22 with students 
presenting what they’d learnt 
about Matariki’s stars, waiata 
performances and hāngī feast-
ing. Reporter GORDON PREECE 
headed along to capture the 
talented students and experience 
Hikutaia School’s manaakitanga 
(hospitality). 

Jessie Wilton, left, and Harper Thorburn’s stars align. Students present their Matariki artwork.

Year 3 pupil Shila Kaye during a waiata. Sophia Banger, left, and Evie Murray.

Girls enjoy their hāngī lunch.

Lucas Kerr, Connor Perry and Trey Koia-Hamling present their work.

Etera Thomason digs into his 
lunch.

100% local journalism 
depends on you! 

We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 
display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

“
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

I’ve been blown away by the 
response from my Experts ad… 
I get three to four enquiries a 
week, which is a lot because 
they are big jobs. When the 
advertorial went ahead, that just 
turned the heat up on it so the 
amount of phone calls increased.

- Stan, That Painter
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Toyota Corolla
1.8 Ltr, NZ New, 90 km

$13,990

$15,990

2013 Mazda Atenza
2.0 Ltr Auto, Alloys, Immac Cond

$9,990

2002 Toyota Hiace Jumbo
LWB, 2Ltr Turbo Diesel, Auto

 

2016 Mitsubishi Triton
Manual, Turbo Diesel, 2WD,
Fully Loaded

$25,990
Value

2010 Mazda CX-7
Auto, Top of Range with Leather

$8,990
Only

2014 Ford Fiesta
1 Ltr Auto Turbo, 

$12,990
Now Only

2007 Mazda Premacy
Auto, 7 Seat, Alloys etc

$7,990
Now Only

$7,990

2005 Toyota Mark X
2.5L Auto, Alloys, Tints etc

Value

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

‘Groundbreaking’ 
service opens

A “milestone” for Te Korowai 
and “groundbreaking” for 

the Hauraki rohe - a new pre-
ventative and health screening 
hub has opened in Thames. 

Pito Hauora, introduced by 
Te Korowai Hauora o Hau-
raki and the Waikato District 
Health Board, will offer breast 
and cervical screening for 
wāhine (women), and a dental 
service for tamariki.

At its opening on June 
20, following a karakia and 
whakatau (welcome) led by 
Dr Korohere Ngapo, former 
Te Korowai chief executive Ri-
ana Manuel told her successor 
Tammy Dehar that the new 
hub was “a goodie”.

“[They] are going to be 
ground-breaking for women, 
children, and whānau of this 
rohe. 

“Remembering that there is 
a lot of Hauraki past Thames, 
there are a lot of people who 
live an hour, two hours, past 
this destination, so you can ap-
preciate what it meant to have 
to go further to get to these 
services previously,” she said.

“There’s nothing I like better 
than when we say we’re going 
to do something, and we fol-

come to in a number of differ-
ent places. This is a really good 
start for us.

“Improving access to pre-
ventive screening services and 
early treatment for our popula-
tion is part of what we put into 
our locality-based proposal, so 
this is just the beginning of that 
journey.”

Te Korowai Hauora o Hau-
raki is the only Iwi health pro-
vider within Pare Hauraki, and 
the largest provider of holistic 
whānau-centred services with-
in the rohe.

Pita Hauora’s ingoa (name) 
was gifted by Dr Korohere 
Ngapo and Matua Wati Nga-
mane, and symbolises the po-

tential of growth and, in this 
context, refers to the promise 
of a healthier pathway.

It will be staffed with a mix 
of Te Korowai Hauora o Hau-
raki and Waikato DHB staff on 
weekdays.  

At its launch on June 20, Pito Hauora project lead Taima Campbell said she was “really pleased” to be able 
to offer a new health service for all of Hauraki.                                                Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

low through. That’s the most 
impressive part about it, all of 
this kaupapa. 

“We’re saying what we’re do-
ing and we’re putting it into 
practice.” 

Pito Hauora’s aim is to re-
duce barriers by providing ac-
cess to health screening and 
other intervention services 
closer to home.

Its mammogram machine 
was installed at the centre in 
May this year, and the service 
has already performed more 
than 400 screenings in its first 
four weeks. 

Chief executive of Te Puna 
Hauora Matua o Hauraki 
(Hauraki PHO), and Pito 
Hauora project lead Taima 
Campbell said she was “really 
pleased” to be able to offer a 
service for all of Hauraki - but 
the job was not done yet.

“We’ve got plans for more 
here,” she said. 

“We’re really looking at an 
opportunity to grow our work-
force as well, and for us, hav-
ing any kind of ear, nose, and 
throat services for our babies 
is really important.”

There was also an opportu-
nity to do something similar in 
Paeroa, she said.

“We need to have these hubs 
and these spaces for whanau to 
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495
2001 NISSAN PRIMERA $4,695
245,000kms, 1998cc, CD, Air, Elecs, 
Nice Mags, In Grey with Blue Interior

LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY
1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995
2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New
1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,395
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, Mags
2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags, S/wagon $2,995
Electrics,       VALUE

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200
2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500

2007 FORD FOCUS S/W   $5,995
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras, Met Blue  VALUE $5,225

��
���
1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCCLAIM $3,995
3.8L Auto, CD, Mags    $3,995

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA

2006 TOYOTA AVENSIS

2007 VW PASSAT S/WAGON

1996 HONDA ACCORD

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA 1999 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 

2005 TOYOTA IST

1997 FORD LASER
$5,850 

$2,250 

OFFERS

$4,250

 $5,995 
 $2,500 

VALUE 
$2,850 

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

$5,650

$3,500

109,000kms, Mags, Electrics, In Silver, Immaculate

Up in kms, All Electric Extras, Great Condition VALUE

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, Very smart 
in Metallic Blue

158,000 kms, 2360cc Auto, All Extras, 7 Seats, Best Available Auto, Extras

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, Very Tidy,  
               Drives Well

5 Door Hatch, 1500cc , All Extras, In Silver, Exceptional  
             Condition

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 

A CLASSIC DREAM

1996 HONDA ACCORD EX
4 Dr Auto, Central Locking, Mags, Towbar, Sunroof, 
NZ New..A good do-up (rust & paint). A Classic

$4,995 

BE 
QUICK

BEST 
AVAILABLE

NICE CAR

VALUE VALUE

Please 
Enquire

Jump  for Heart
Matatoki School students raised $5625 for the Heart 
Foundation with an afternoon of jump rope event on June 
17. Of the school’s 91 pupils, 41 took part in the fundraising 
portion of the event, with the money being donated by 188 
generous donors. Reporter KELLEY TANTAU did a hop, skip, 
and jump to catch the action.

Carlie Berntsen shows off her technique.                             Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

Matatoki students Braye Hunt, Paige Hunt, Amber Bergersen, and Mackenzie Read.   Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

Kayla Quinn partakes in the ‘free jump’ section.

Reave Richards has a go.

Anekah Bennett practises her skills.
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free courses • free transport

Depressed? Stressed? 
Out of sync with the world?

Be like Richard...

www.valleyeduca� on.co.nz

Valley Educa� on
Call or text us

07 868 7892 
027 314 1577

Hi guys, just wanted to drop you a line and say thanks. I did some courses with you in 2014, a couple 
of level 1 courses and a level 2 mechanical engineering one.
I was at a pre� y nega� ve � me in my life, bad rela� onship, lost job etc. I had previously always worked 
in less hands-on jobs and found work stressful. I gained so much confi dence and enthusiasm for 
life in the � me I studied with Valley Educa� on. I was able to complete my work ahead of schedule 
and use the equipment to prac� ce on my own projects. This got me really enthused with star� ng a 
business and working for myself. There was a small business workshop in Thames that we went to 
with Valley Educa� on and by the end of the year I was full of confi dence, enthusiasm and direc� on. 
Since then I have con� nued studying. I did my level 3 in Organic Hor� culture and level 4 Small 
Business Management by correspondence through SIT. I used the confi dence in my prac� cal skills 
while I did correspondence, rebuilding an old sawmill and renova� ng a house in Tokoroa. I have 
con� nued studying, comple� ng a diploma in sustainable development through Open Polytechnic 
in 2016, and am now only a couple of months away from comple� ng my Bachelors in Applied 
Science (Environment).
In March this year I moved down south to Otago with my partner. We have bought 26 acres and 
begun the journey of star� ng our own farm and working towards organic cer� fi ca� on. We began 
building our dream house in January with the sawmill I restored. I wanted to take the � me to 
thank VETEL for the environment you provided back 4 years ago. To a degree I ended up on your 
door because I was depressed, stressed and out of sync with the world I was living in. In my � me 
with you I met real people, I learned prac� cal hands on skills. I developed confi dence to go a� er 
both the knowledge and the skill-sets that I need. There are lots of places that will teach you what 
to think, or what to do. I feel Valley Educa� on showed me how to access knowledge and apply it 
prac� cally. 
Your contribu� on will always mean a lot to me. Cheers Richard

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Come check out 
our New Season stock

� e home of 
John Lennon shirts

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Destination Playground for Thames
Move aside Hamilton, it’s 

Thames’ turn to get its 
very own Destination Play-
ground.

The innovative playgrounds, 
often seen in bigger centres like 
Hamilton and Auckland, are 
diff erent to traditional play-
grounds in that they provide 
more creative and challenging 
equipment. 

They also typically come with 
a million-dollar price tag.

But Thames’ state-of-the-art 
and accessible jungle gym will 
be majority-funded by philan-
thropists, who have asked to 
keep their identities a secret.

Thames Business Associa-
tion chief executive Sue Lewis-
O’Halloran told The Profi le, it 
was an exciting development 
for Thames, one that will see 
families travel to utilise it.

“We’ve never done anything 
quite like this, and we’re really 
excited to do it.” 

The Destination Playground 
will be located in Porritt Park, 
in between the skate park and 
Thames Citizens’ Band Hall on 
Queen St.

It has the potential to include 
water play, fl ax weaving, bar-
beques, swings, and wheelchair 
accessible features. 

“A playground should be for 
everyone, all ages and stages, 
regardless of their physical abil-
ities or disabilities,” Sue said. 

Also coming with the play-
ground is “the Rolls-Royce of 
bathrooms”: a Changing Places 
bathroom facility that will meet 

Thames is set to get its own Des� na� on Playground at Porri�  Park in 2023.                     Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

the needs of people who cannot 
use standard accessible toilets.

It will be the fi fth of its kind in 
the country, Sue said.

“It’s a huge deal and because 
there are so few of them in New 
Zealand, there will be fami-
lies that will travel here to use 
them.”

It is hoped the transformation 
of Porritt Park will take place 
in early 2023. The project has 
the support of Ngāti Maru and 
Thames-Coromandel District 
Council, with the latter commit-
ted to maintaining the space, 
Sue said.

“How often do we all get to 
work together in a positive, col-
laborative way? That’s one of 

the most exciting things about 
the project,” she said. “Every-
body is keen.” 

Across in Hamilton, there 
are eight Destination Play-
grounds. The city’s Hamilton 
Gardens and Dominion Park 
playgrounds had a $1m budget, 
including associated facilities 
such as toilets and car parking.

Hare Puke Park, in the suburb 
of Flagstaff , also cost $1m and 
was built in 2018.

While Sue would not disclose 
the budget for Thames’ play-
ground, the donors would pro-
vide “the bulk” of the funding, 
which meant there were fund-
raising opportunities within the 
community.

“The more the community 
raises, the more we can do in 
terms of equipment and en-
hancements to the playground,” 
she said.

“We’ll be starting with each of 
the schools in the Thames ward, 
inviting them to give us an idea 
of what they’d like to see in the 
playground… we’ll also be meet-
ing with community groups and 
local businesses to get their sup-
port and input. 

“It’s so important that every-
one has a say in this amazing 
project.”

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

and put him in the recovery po-
sition.”

Kevin said while he was per-
forming CPR, two young guys 
who were walking past ran off  
to contact emergency services.

Within an hour, ambulance 
staff , police and the fi re service 
arrived and the fi re service car-
ried the man to a nearby farm 
where he was airlifted to Tau-
ranga Hospital.

Kevin said having fi rst aid-
training did pay off . 

“A lot of people do it but 
don’t really take [it] in, think-
ing they’re not going to be able 
to use it.”

Kevin said he didn’t learn of 
the man’s fate until he received 
a text from Hamilton Police on 
April 27 saying he’d be receiv-
ing the award.

“They had a message that the 
guy was alive, so that was a bit 
of comfort there after all these 
[months].”

Kevin said his family and 
work colleagues were “over the 
moon” about his award. 

“I’m not the guy to sort of put 
it out there, and they fi nally got 
it out there, and even [Waihī] 
mine had a big talk about it,” 
he said.

“To receive an award, I 
thought: it’s just the Kiwi way. 

“If someone’s in trouble, an-
yone would just help, [I] wasn’t 
really expecting anything from 
it.”

Award for 
river rescue
CONTINUED FROM P1
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife
Project to guide fl ood, drainage investment decisions
A leading edge project to help 

councillors make best prac-
tice decisions on investment in 
fl ood protection and drainage 
assets is attracting interest from 
agencies around New Zealand.

The draft sustainable infra-
structure decision making frame-
work (SIDF) received unanimous 
support when it was presented at 
this month’s meeting of Waikato 
Regional Council’s Strategy and 
Policy Committee.

Committee Chair Pamela Sto-
rey said: “Investment decisions 
the Waikato Regional Council 
makes today can have long term 
ramifi cations – including com-
mitting council and communi-
ties to inter-generational invest-
ments.

“We have fl ood protection and 
drainage assets totalling $643 
million, and it’s estimated that 
we’ll spend about $2.8 billion 
over the next 50 years on the reg-
ular maintenance and renewal of 
infrastructure, like fl ood pumps 
and stopbanks,” Cr Storey said.

“We’ve got growing challenges 
– increasing maintenance and 
construction costs, increasing 
environmental regulation and 
community aspirations, and the 
signifi cant impacts of climate 
change. And many of the fl ood 
protection and land drainage 
assets were constructed several 
decades ago, when fl ood and 
drainage management goals 
were the primary objectives.

“With these pressures, it’s criti-
cal that we improve the way we 
assess proposed investments. 
Councillors have recognised this, 
and while it’s not required by leg-
islation, we’ve wanted to develop 
a framework that takes account 
of community needs but mini-
mises legacy issues for future 
generations.”

Project lead, science manager 
Dr Mike Scarsbrook, said the 
framework was now getting in-
terest from other councils and 
agencies around New Zealand.

“Other councils are aware of 
the work we’ve been doing and 
are keen to learn more about 
it. We’ve now got to go out and 
discuss the framework with our 
communities, to ensure it’s going 
to be fi t for purpose.

“This is not a quick process 

– there is a substantial body of 
work to be completed before the 
framework can be adopted into 
our long term plan process, and it 
could take up to fi ve years to get it 
right,” Dr Scarsbrook said.

At the heart of the framework 
is a set of objectives that aim to 
clearly identify what the council 
is trying to achieve for the Wai-
kato region through its long-term 
infrastructure investments.

Development and testing of 
these objectives will be a major 
component of upcoming iwi part-
ner, community and stakeholder 
engagement.

Ensuring the aff ordability 
of schemes was a critical issue 
raised by some councillors during 
the meeting, with a complemen-

tary piece of work underway that 
will provide a robust economic 
analysis.

Three quarters of the Waikato 
region benefi ts from fl ood protec-
tion – that’s around 3000km2 of 
land. It’s funded through a com-
bination of regional, zone and 
targeted rates. Those who benefi t 
most (known as direct benefi t), 
pay the most. Those who benefi t 
least, pay least.

But the benefi ts of fl ood pro-
tection go beyond just the prop-
erties located immediately be-
hind a stopbank. The assets also 
protect community services and 
nationally signifi cant infrastruc-
ture such as roads, railways, tel-
ecommunications, water supply, 
health facilities, electricity and 

schools.
While central government pro-

vides co-investment for fl ood 
protection works through one-off  
competitive funding and recov-
ery funding after the fact, neither 
provides sustained government 
investment to refl ect these na-
tional benefi ts.

That’s why Waikato Regional 
Council, as part of a collaboration 
of regional and unitary councils, 
has recently renewed its call for 
the government to step up and 
help pay for future infrastructure 
investments.

Integrated Catchment Manage-
ment Committee chair (north) 
Stuart Husband said: “We’re 
taking a unifi ed approach to get-
ting the government to recognise 

greater national investment is 
critical.

“Having a robust decision-
making framework in place will 
give all investors confi dence that 
these long-term decisions will be 
the right ones for the Waikato re-
gion.”

Other committee decisions in-
clude the draft Waikato Regional 
Coastal Plan being endorsed for 
release to iwi and key stakehold-
ers for consultation; Consulta-
tion on the draft coastal plan 
and  council seeking feedback on 
the draft Aquaculture Strategy; 
the Waikato Regional Biosecu-
rity Strategy 2022-2032 has been 
through a robust development 
process, and was endorsed by the 
committee. 

The pump sta� on at Mill Rd, Paeroa, is part of Waikato Regional Council’s fl ood protec� on infrastucture that falls under the dra�  sustainable 
infrastructure decision making framework. The Mill Rd pump sta� on was recently upgraded together with the Roger Harris pump sta� on, 
which are both cri� cal in providing fl ood protec� on of the Paeroa community. The project cost $4.5 million, including $2.88m from the 
Ministry of Business, Innova� on and Employment, and created 13 jobs over 20 months. The pump sta� ons allow for primary use of land 
that’s lower than the mean high � de level, and remove rain and fl ood waters to an agreed height. The work includes upgrading inlet bays, 
screens, handrails and pla� orm access. The four pumps at the Mill Rd sta� on combined give the largest protec� on in New Zealand, pumping 
10.4m3 per second. The Roger Harris pump sta� on pumps 4.4m3 per second.      Photo: SUPPLIED/WRC
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Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW

$6,894 ��� ���

NEW

$4,900 ��� ���

XRM125
STEP THRU,
 ELECTRIC START, 
FUEL INJECTED, FARM 
KITTED 2-WHEEL BIKE

CT 125A
FUEL INJECTED, 
ELECTRIC START, ABS 
BRAKES, LED LIGHTS, 
2 WHEEL FARM BIKE, 

FARM FITTED

NEW
HONDA

 XR 150
ELECTRIC START
2-WHEEL FARM 
BIKE

XR190
FUEL INJECTED, 
ELECTRIC START, 
DOUBLE CARRIERS, 
DOUBLE STANDS, 
FRONT DISC BRAKE 

NEW

$6,319 ��� ���

$4,824 ��� ���

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

De g e n e r a -
tive joint 

disease (DJD), 
more com-
monly referred 
to as arthritis, 
is often seen in 
older pets and 

although signs are sometimes obvious, 
they can also be subtle and hard to pick 
up on. 

Signs of DJD in dogs may include 
reduced exercise tolerance, a stiff  gait 
which may improve a little as they move 
around, reluctance to be picked up or 
petted, and diffi  culty or reluctance to 
jump up on to things or into cars.

Signs your cat may be suff ering from 
DJD may be subtle and include a more 
poorly kept coat due to grooming 
themselves less, becoming less active, 
and an array of behavioural changes to 
compensate for painful joints. 

For example, a cat that normally 
jumps straight on to a table may fi rst 
jump onto a chair to divide one big 
movement into two smaller ones.

Your veterinarian will be able to di-
agnose DJD via a thorough physical 
examination as well as potentially tak-
ing some x-rays. X-rays can be used to 
visualise the degree of degeneration in 
the joints and rule out other potential 
causes of pain. Management options 
include joint supplements – several 
dietary supplements are available that 
can have benefi cial eff ects in arthri-
tis management. There is also an in-
jectable formulation called Synovan, 

Easing degenerative joint 
disease in elderly pets

RuralRural LifeLife

which helps to promote the production 
of healthy joint fl uid to help cushion 
and support joints. These are useful in 
pets that have already developed arthri-
tis but are most benefi cial in slowing the 
progression of the disease if started be-
fore signs are apparent.

Specially formulated diets, such as 
Royal Canin Mobility, are also a great 
option to help support joint function as 
part of arthritis management. 

Environmental modulation – Provid-
ing a soft bed and warm blankets can 
help to ease aching joints. You can also 
purchase or make ramps to allow pets to 
still have easy access to their favourite 
spots or get into the car if jumping is too 
painful. 

Maintaining a healthy weight also not 
only helps to take some of the load off  
arthritic joints to help ease pain, but it 
also slows the onset and progression 
of joint degeneration, which is also ex-
tremely important in younger animals 
that have yet to develop arthritis. 

Pain relief – several diff erent types of 
pain relief are available for pets which 
work best when used in conjunction 
with the other methods mentioned 
above. Most of these are safe to use 
long-term, provided that regular blood 
tests are performed to ensure kidney 
and liver function remains adequate to 
break down and utilise the edications. 

If your pet is starting to show signs of 
DJD, contact your veterinarian to ar-
range an appointment to discuss how 
this can be managed to help your pet 
live a pain-free and active life for as long 
as possible.

- Supplied by Franklin Vets, Paeroa 

By Dr Georgia 
Paterson, BVSc
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A unique collection of kitchen 
and homeware carefully 
selected each season for those 
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store 
where you will find quality 
goods and quality service, 

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz  
308 Pollen St, Thames 

07 868 6608

GET WARM STAY WARMGET WARM STAY WARM

Established in 1867 by 
owner John Read’s own 

great great grandfather, Read 
Bros Hardware is an independ-
ent hardware store, and we 
are dedicated to good service 
delivered with character and 
integrity.

Our team comes from a 
range of backgrounds, from 
horticulture to cabinet mak-
ing, electronics and trades. 

They have knowledge gained 
from years of doing, and be-
cause they’ve done it they can 
help our customers do it too... 
whatever “it” may be!

We offer a range of services 
to our customers that encour-
ages the reuse of tools and 
other items that are not quite 
ready for replacement or can 
be reused. 

Our services include tool 
repair and maintenance, lock-

smithing, re-keying of pad-
locks and locks, cut-to-length 
extrusions, sharpening and 
rope splicing. 

Read Bros is also a certifi ed 
testing and fi lling station for 
SCUBA and BA cylinders.

Our store on Thames’ main 
street holds a wide range of 
stock items for home, DIY and 
trade customers. 

We specialize in engineer-
ing, marine supplies and 
fastenings but also have a 
full range of quality goods for 
home maintenance, outdoors, 
gardening, automotive and 
carpentry.

We aim to provide products, 
services and advice that in-
spires and enables our cus-
tomers to achieve their very 
best work, whether it’s on the 
job, DIY or recreation.

- Supplied by Read Bros

Warmly welcoming winter advice
Opening windows and cur-

tains on sunny days and 
closing them at dusk can help 
trap the heat in your home.

This is one of many tips from 
the Ministry of Social Develop-
ment (MSD) for keeping your 
home warm and healthy this 
winter.

MSD recommends the pub-
lic to only heat rooms in their 
homes which people are oc-
cupying, and to keep the tem-
perature between 18 and 21 
degrees if their homes include 
elderly, the unwell and infants.

“Dress warmly for bed and 
make sure your bedroom is 
warm enough, it is very impor-
tant to stay warm during the 
night,” MSD said. 

Insulation was the best way 
to save heating costs and keep 
your house toasty, MSD said.

“The government has subsi-
dies available in many parts of 
the country to help landlords 
and homeowners save hun-
dreds of dollars on ceiling and 
fl oor insulation, draught stop-

ping and hot water cylinder 
wraps.

“The Energy Effi ciency Con-
servation Authority offers En-
ergyWise Home Grants, which 
are targeted at people with low 
incomes and cover all houses 
built before 2000.

“Ask your landlord whether 
they know about this scheme.”

MSD recommends not drying 
clothes indoors as it creates 
moisture in the air.

“Drying on the outside is free 
and the sunlight kills bacteria, 
making your clothes healthier 
for you and your family,” MSD 
said.

“Use a shed or garage if it is 
raining.

“If you must use a clothes 
dryer, make sure your clothes 
are properly spun fi rst and leave 
windows open while you are us-
ing it.”

MSD recommends checking 
fridge seals as if they are faulty, 
warm air can enter the fridge 
making it work harder and use 
more power. 

“To test your seals, put a piece 
of paper in the door and close it. 
If the paper can be easily pulled 

out, you may need to have the 
seals replaced,” MSD said. 

“Do the same with your oven, 

as it could be losing precious 
heat energy whenever you 
cook.”

MSD recommends the public to only heat rooms in their homes which people are occupying.               File Photo: PIXABAY

Read Bros is dedicated to a range of services

ADVERTISING FEATURE

The Read Bros team comes from a range of backgrounds, with knowledge from years of doing.                Photo: SUPPLIED
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Visit us in the Depot, Pollen St
or order online for free Thames delivery

and daily courier nationwide

www.savourandspice.com

• Spanish Tagines
• La Chamba earthenware
• Valira Cookware
• Le Creuset
• Spice blends
• Chutneys & Mustards

GET WARM STAY WARMGET WARM STAY WARM
ADVERTISING FEATURE

INGREDIENTS
1 med caulifl ower (roughly 700g)
100g ground almonds
2 eggs
2 tsp fresh or dried herbs

METHOD
Pre-heat the oven to 140 de-

grees celsius. 
Whiz the caulifl ower in a food 

processor to the size of rice gran-
ules. Transfer to a baking tray, 
spread out and bake for 15- 20 
minutes un� l most of the mois-
ture has gone.

While it’s in the oven, make a 
quick, delicious pizza sauce by 
whizzing together a jar of roasted 
capsicums, a handful of pi� ed 

Jaki’s pizza with almond base
RECIPE

green olives, one table-
spoon of red wine vin-
egar, half a teaspoon of 
chilli fl akes, half a tea-
spoon of  smoked pa-
prika, garlic and salt.

Once done, and 
cooled, place the caulifl ower in a 
bowl with the almonds, eggs and 
herbs. Mix to combine.

Spread it all in a pizza tray of 
choice - I used a large rectangular 
baking tray with low sides, and 

bake for around 20 
minutes un� l ‘set’ and 
slightly golden. While 
s� ll warm, cut down 
the middle so you can 
make a half and half 
pizza with toppings 

that everyone loves. Toppings can 
include: #1 frozen shrimp, mush-
rooms, onion, salami; #2 chorizo, 
onion, mushroom, olives – loaded 
with mozzarella on top!

- Supplied by Savour & Spice

You wouldn’t pick this pizza base contains caulifower.     Photo: SUPPLIED

Savour & Spice is all about fl a-
vour, in all things culinary. 

We love sharing nourishing, 
fl avourful food with loved ones. 
Taking � me for conversa� on and 
ea� ng good food is one of life’s 
essen� al pleasures.

Not only is our Jaki a qualifi ed 
nutri� onist, she is also a very ex-
perienced home cook who loves 
crea� ng tasty, seasonal dishes to 
share. Here is her pizza base that 
you really wouldn’t pick as being 
caulifl ower based and not a tradi-
� onal dough.

Keep warm with hand knits 
from The Good Yarn Store, 

which has been going strong 
since opening at the end of  July, 
2020. I have met so many lovely 
talented knitters over this time, 
learners and experienced alike. 

I’m happy to help where I can 
and love nothing better than 
when someone comes in to 
show me their fi nished project. 
Over the two years, I have man-
aged to build up the stock sup-
ply and increase awareness of 
the fact the store is here - even 
though the pandemic has had 
some effect with the inability to 
get stock and a couple of short 
closedowns, all is good. 

New stock for the winter is now 
adorning the shelves with more 
coming as time allows. Lovely 

Rowan, Malabrigo, Broadway, 
Alpaca Yarns and then locally 
sourced Merino mohair and pos-
sum from Clyde NZ.

I am now also stocking beau-
tiful hand made NZ soaps from 
the Merchant Soap Co – they 
make a great gift and team up 
very nicely with hand knitted cot-
ton washcloths.

My store is conveniently 
tucked in behind Melbourne 
Café in Grahamstown, so pop in 
for a coffee and browse our little 
laneway of specialty shops.

Parking around the back in 
Kirkwood St is also available. 

I’m open from 9am Tuesday 
through to Saturday unless oth-
erwise stated. Pop in for a yarn. 
@thegoodyarnstore.

- Supplied by The Good Yarn Store

Keep warm at Good Yarn
New winter stock is adorning the shelves at The Good Yarn Store.

JAKI’S PIZZA
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Kent Wood Fires

SEE MORE AT 
www.readbros.co.nz

308 Pollen St, Thames 
07 868 6608

COME & SEE US for all your 
wood fire and heating needs.

Flue cleaning kits - Fire guards - Wood 
baskets - Kindling - Fire lighters - 

Replacement parts - Electric Heaters

We are your local Kent indoor wood fire dealer. For over 40 years Kent wood fires have 
been heating New Zealand homes, creating a warm, cosy haven that Kiwi’s look forward 

to enjoying. Designed in New Zealand for your New Zealand home, Kent indoor wood fires 
come with a 15 year warranty, backed by service and support at your doorstep.

Many homes in New Zealand 
are damp, cold and 

unhealthy, and in winter, are on 
average 6 degrees celsius below 
the World Health Organization’s 
recommended minimum indoor 
temperature of 18 degrees.

Waikato DHB says a cold, 
damp home can increase the 
risk of respiratory illnesses, such 
as asthma and serious chest 
infections, and damp, draughty 
and poorly insulated homes are 
also more expensive to heat.

The DHB’s Whare Ora team has 
been working since 2018 to make 
homes warmer and healthier for 
whānau in an area stretching 
from Hauraki-Coromandel to 
Taumarunui, with its latest report 
showing it has helped 43 whānau 
in the Maniapoto area, 75 in 
Hauraki, 142 in South Waikato, 
223 in North Waikato, and 2623 
in Hamilton.

“We’re working with very high-
needs whānau, especially those 
who come through to us from 
being hospitalised,” Whare Ora 
case manager Ezra Dixon said.

“Our objective is to reduce 
Waikato’s avoidable child hospital 
admissions by focusing on those 
children who are most at risk.

“Many of these children’s 
homes are cold and mouldy, 
lack ventilation and insulation, 
and have inadequate heating, a 
healthy home needs to be warm, 
dry, smoke-free and free from 
allergens.”

GET WARM STAY WARMGET WARM STAY WARM
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Whare Ora programme helps those in need

The Waikato DHB Whare Ora team.                                         Photo: SUPPLIED

TEXTURES OF
www.flooringdesign.co.nz

EQA

*Terms & conditions apply. Promotion ends 31st August 2022. Please talk to one of our friendly team members for more details.Partnered With

GET UP TO 40% OFF
A HUGE RANGE OF SELECTED GODFREY HIRST FLOORING

Paeroa

07 214 7208

Homes also needed to have 
good heating throughout, be free 
from pests like fl eas, cockroaches 
and mites, and, where possible, 
be insulated underfl oor and in the 
ceiling, he said.

As well as giving tips on how 
to keep homes warmer and 
dryer, the Whare Ora team gives 

families who qualify products to 
help - everything from heaters to 
curtains and mould kits.

To qualify, whānau and 
individuals must meet certain 
criteria, such as having a pregnant 
mum or new baby in the house, 
or a child under four who was 
hospitalised with illnesses such 

as pneumonia or rheumatic fever. 
The programme began in 2014 

with a pilot of 30 Māori whānau 
in Hamilton, and has since grown 
to providing more than 4000 
interventions, including beds, 
bedding, heaters, and draught 
proofi ng in homes throughout the 
Waikato in the past year alone.

The programme gets Ministry of 
Health funding, but relationships 
with other companies, providers, 
and philanthropic organisations 
are vital. Habitat for Humanity is 
a big provider, and funding also 
comes from WEL Energy Trust 
and Waikato Health Trust.

Safe Kids gave funding for 
items like safety gates, TV straps, 
outlet covers, and a national deal 
with the Warehouse has garnered 
discounts on items for whānau. 

Other organisations involved 
include the Waikato DHB, NZ 
Fire Service, and the Ministry of 
Social Development, along with 
the Raukawa Charitable Trust, Te 
Korowai Hauora o Hauraki and 
Taumarunui Community Kokiri 
Trust.

The inexpensive interventions 
the Whare Ora team makes 
include using bubble wrap on 
windows as a cheaper alternative 
to double glazing, showing people 
how to use heaters effi ciently, 
such as setting a timer, and tips 
such as dealing with mould, 
ventilation and not drying clothes 
inside. 

In an uninsulated home, 30-
35 per cent of the heat escapes 
through the roof, 18-25 per cent  
escapes through the walls, 12-
14 per cent  is lost through the 
fl oor, and 20-30 per cent  heads 
out through the glass in windows, 
with 6-9 per cent  lost through 
draughts or when doors are 
opened and closed.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Non planting
Day

2

Non planting
Day

3

Non planting
Day

4

Non planting
Day

5

Non planting
Day

6

Plant above 
ground crops

7

Plant above 
ground crops

8

Plant above 
ground crops

9

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

10

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

11

Non planting
Day

12

Non planting
Day

13

Plant above 
ground crops

14

Full Moon

15

Non planting
Day

16

Non planting
Day

17

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

18

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

19

Non planting
Day

20

Non planting
Day

21

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

22

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

23

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

24

Non planting
Day

25

Non planting
Day

26

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

27

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

28

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

29

New Moon

30

Non planting
Day

31

Non planting
Day

Moon CalendarMoon Calendar
July 2022July 2022Gilmer Farms

For best results plant garlic 

and onions on the planting 

days between the full 

and the new moon.
Phone 029 870 4433

Email: gilmerfarms1nz@outlook.com 

JULY GARDENING AT AEROVIEW
382 Ngati Maru Highway 

Totara, Thames

Ph  868 7960  
Open 7 days a week 

June & July Mon-Fri 8.30am to 5pm 
Sat & Sun 8.30am to 4pm

NEW
SEASON
ROSES

In-store now
• Standards
• Hybrid Tea
• Climbers
• Floribunda
• Old Fashioned
• David Austin
and new releases 

from Matthews 
Nursery

PEA

STRAW

IN 

STOCK 

NOW

STRAWBERRIES
PLANT NOW

4 Varieties Available
• Camarosa
• Albion
• Monterey
• Aromas

Bundles of
25s- 10s or

single plants

DAPHNE
PLANTS

• Odo Leucanthe • Alba
Also available in Standards

Limited Stock

SEED POTATOES
• Agria • Swift
• Liesta • Rocket
• Purple Heart    • Ilam Hardy
• Jersey Benne • Desiree
YAMS AVAILABLE 

NOW

GARDENING

We are almost to the middle of win-
ter, temperatures are still relative-

ly warm and there have been few frosts 
to speak of, so growth is still good. 

With the very welcome rain it be-
comes a bit gloomy, but many cheerful 
fl owers begin to emerge in the garden: 
camellias, leucadendrons, daphne and 
some blossoming shrubs to brighten 
our days.
VEGETABLES
If the soil is dry enough, the empty spac-
es in the vegetable garden can be cul-
tivated, fertilised with blood and bone 
and sheep pellets and then planted out. 
You can also apply a heavy dressing of 
compost and leave as a mulch on the 
surface to be dug in later if you don’t 
want to plant straight away. 

Sow your favourite veges like arti-
choke, caulifl ower, lettuce, potatoes, 
silverbeet, kale and cabbage. Protect 
where possible with cloches. Contin-
ue harvesting bok choi, carrots, cab-
bage, kale, leeks, lettuce, mesculun, 
peas, radish, rocket, silverbeet if lucky 
enough to have all this produce in your 
garden.

When planting new crops make sure 
you put plenty of slug bait and derris 
dust around the seedlings to protect 
from pests. In containers under shelter, 
plant seeds of – broccoli, cabbage, cau-
lifl ower, lettuce, onions, carrots, pars-
nips and beetroot.
FLOWERS
Now is the time to plant winter sweet, 
camellias, viburnum, winter roses, 
hellebores, dianthus, leucadendrons, 
violets, daphne, kowhai and fl owering 
kale. Roses: To promote healthy rose 
bushes and a fabulous fl oral display, 
there are two simple steps to take dur-
ing winter. prune and spray. Complete-
ly remove any dead stems (usually grey) 

then prune each stem to just above an 
outward facing bud. Spray with Con-
queror oil and Copper Oxychloride and 
again in two weeks time to help break 
the pest cycle. 
FRUITS
In the fruit garden it is all about plant-
ing new season fruit trees and getting 
those strawberry plants in. Check for 
earliest signs of bud movement on ear-
ly season plums and peaches. Inspect 
terminal leaf buds critically. Green tip 
sprays are vital for control of leaf curl  
and bladder plum infections. Apply 
copper oxychloride or similar. 

Prune your deciduous fruit trees now. 
Ensure that your cutting tools are clean 
and sharp and clean and protect cuts 
with a pruning paste. 

Harvest citrus carefully. Cold tem-
peratures are responsible for intensify-
ing skin colour but it doesn’t necessar-
ily indicate full maturity. Provide pro-
tection against cold. 

Grapes – select the strongest growing 
canes when pruning. Cut out old wood 
which bore last season’s fruit. Remove 
those which are thin and weak.
Passionfruit – apply copper oxychlo-
ride to protect against grease spot 
disease. Berry fruits- complete prun-
ing. Strawberries – carefully cultivate 
around plants, side dress with a bal-
anced NPK fertiliser. Mulch with either 
peas straw or pine needles.
ORNAMENTAL SHRUBS AND TREES
Winter colour when the leaves change 
can be stunning and berries such as 
idesia, holly and pyracantha brighten 
the garden as well.
COMPOST HEAP
Cut up light prunings and twigs from 
fruit trees and include in compost with 
lawn clipping and aerate if possible.

- Ngatea Garden Circle

Welcome rain great for garden

Sow your favourite veges like ar� choke, caulifl ower, le� uce and potatoes.         Photo: PIXABAY
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

76 Norwood Rd Offers Over $545,000

PRICE

REDUCED

• 2 brms, open plan, heatpump, wet floor shower
• HRV system, single internal access garaging
• Established gardens 432m2 (more or less) section

RG1959 1112

4 Opukeko Road, Paeroa $580,000

• 3 brms, stylishly renovated bathroom & kitchen
• Healthy homes compliant, garden sheds, sgle gge
• 1,012m2 nicely landscaped section.

RG1960 1113

322 Thames Coast Road, Thornton Bay By Negotiation

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 2-2:30PM

NEW

LISTING

Thornton Bay beach is arguably one of the most sought after locations on the coast, and we are delighted to
offer a property right here on the waterfront. The 1305m2 property offers a high studded character home that
was given major alterations to it in the late 1990s.

RT5714 1224

13 Church Road Offers Over $779,000

• Covered outdoor entertaining area
• Open plan with 3 bedrooms
• Live the rural lifestyle

RN1432 1113

Paeroa Offers Over $1,100,000  (Inc GST)

• Rural House and Land Package
• 5859 sqm (more or less) sloping section
• 4 bedroom home to be built on site

RRP223 1224

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Performers aged five years 
to 15 years will soon have a 

chance to show off their talents 
on stage in Thames.

During the coming school 
holidays, Goldfields Shopping 
Centre has teamed up with The 
Valley Profile and Coromandel’s 
CFM to stage a good old talent 
quest.

Goldfields spokesman John 
Freer said: “If you have a talent 
which can be demonstrated on 
stage inside the shopping cen-
tre, then start practising.

“Singing, dancing, telling a 
story, reading poetry, playing an 
instrument, cultural activities 
either solo or as a group - we are 
providing the opportunity for 
our young community to get up 
and perform.”

Heats will be held from Tues-
day, July 19, until the final on 
Friday, July 22. The heats will 
be held during lunchtime with 
the final in the evening between 
5pm and 7pm.

Talent quest organisers were 
looking forward to providing the 
chance for young people to per-
form on stage before an audi-
ence. Organisers will work with 
contestants should they require 
backing music or support dur-
ing their performance and all 
entrants will be contacted by 
organisers before the heats.
DETAILS: Entry forms are available 
from shops at Goldfields Shopping 
Centre, Coromandel’s CFM and 
The Valley Profile - or email tal-
ent@cfm.co.nz. Entries close on 
Wednesday, July 8.

Talent quest planned
Karina Pascoe, of Postie, is looking forward to the talent quest.

‘Extraordinary’ centenarian dies at Tapu

DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Miss Flora McLeod was 100 years 
old in 1874, an extraordinary 

age to reach for the times. But Flora, 
who lived at Tapu, was known for re-
markable achievements at significant 
ages.

She had been born on the Isle of 
Canna, in the Scottish Inner Hebri-
des. Her family had suffered from the 
Highland Clearances where tenants 
in the Scottish Highlands and Islands 
were evicted. 

They were relocated to the coast 
where farm sizes, known as crofts, 
were too small. Crofting communi-
ties struggled and many Highland-
ers fled to the island of Cape Breton, 
Nova Scotia, Canada, including, in 
1830, Flora by then in her late fifties.

Flora became part of the McIsaac 
household. They had settled at Broad 
Cove, Cape Breton in 1812. Alexan-
der and Mary McIsaac were to have 
ten children who Flora helped with.

Life on Cape Breton was dominat-
ed by the Reverend Norman McLeod, 
a tyrant of a minister whose follow-
ers were called Normanites. He im-
posed harsh punishments for trivial 
‘sins’ but despite his fanaticism was 
faithfully obeyed. His devotees were 

The Ellen Lewis, the last vessel to bring Normanite settlers to New Zealand.
God fearing Gaelic speaking crofters, 
fishermen and modest women. They 
were hard workers who built homes, 
developed farms, established busi-
nesses and built ships.

By the 1840s, the community was 
flourishing but in 1845 it was hit with 
a disastrous famine. McLeod’s son, 
who had gone to Australia, sent back 
details of opportunities and fertile 
land. Attracted by this, the Norman-
ites began leaving for Australia in 
ships they built themselves, but Aus-
tralia proved unsuitable. The quest 
turned to New Zealand. 

The first group of Normanites ar-
rived in Auckland in September, 1853. 
They settled around Waipū, a coastal 
area of virgin bush where their High-
lander skills could be utilised.

After the death of Alexander 
McIsaac’s wife Mary, the family left 
for New Zealand in December, 1859, 
aboard the Ellen Lewis, the largest 
of the Normanite fleet. Alexander’s 
nephew, Angus, went with them.

Flora was an astonishing 86 years 
old when she undertook the 162 day 
journey along with the ten McIsaac 
children. By 1860, all the ships from 
Nova Scotia had arrived. The Gaelic 

community at Waipū thrived and 
Norman McLeod continued to inspire 
a doglike devotion but many of his 
flock scattered to the timber and gold 
mining camps, the McIsaac’s and Flo-
ra among them. In 1867, when Flora 
was 93, the Thames goldfield was 
officially opened and the McIsaac’s 
established themselves at Tapu 
Creek with mining claims and in later 
years were referred to as a family ‘of 
Thames celebrity.’ 

In January, 1874, Flora died, aged 
100, having retained her faculties 
until the last. Unusually, despite liv-
ing amongst the English for so long, 
she could not speak or understand 
the language and only ever spoke 
in Gaelic. Although a staunch sup-
porter of her church, the priests who 
were asked to come a few miles from 
Grahamstown to bury Flora refused, 
and she was interred with one short 
prayer being read by a mourner.

Two years before Flora’s death one 
of her charges, Catherine McIsaac, 
had died aged 18. The same year 
Catherine’s sister, Ann Gillies, named 
a daughter after her. Tragically this 
Catherine died in 1881 aged nine. All 
are buried at Shortland cemetery.

ENTERTAINMENT
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Paeroa, 14 Willoughby Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/14-willoughby-street-paeroa

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $595,000

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 101A Mount View Road 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/101a-mount-view-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $750,000

Puriri, 8945 Paeroa Kopu Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/8945-paeroa-kopu-road-puriri

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 106B Pleasant Wood Place
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/106b-pleasant-wood-place-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 1 2

Asking Price $1,045,000

Thornton Bay, 3 Arthur Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/3-arthur-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

5 3 2 2

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 306 Sandes Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/306-sandes-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 2

Asking Price $749,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

New 

Listin
g

New 

Listin
g

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

New 

Pric
e

Taonga Māori gallery set to open
Thames Museum’s dream of 

a gallery with local taonga is 
fi nally coming true. 

The Cochrane St museum will 
open its Taonga Māori Gallery 
to the public on July 2 after 18 
months of planning and con-
struction.

Thames Museum Society 
chairperson Carolyn McKenzie 
told The Profi le the new perma-
nent gallery had been an ambi-
tion for the museum’s adminis-
tration for many years.

“For us the history of this area 
doesn’t just begin with the arriv-
al of James Cook or the arrival 
of the missionaries but of course 
goes back way before that when 
Māori actually settled in this 
area,” she said.

“Over the years, we’ve been 
given taonga that people have 
found in this area and it’s long 
been a desire of the museum to 
put those taonga on display in 
an appropriate way.”

Carolyn said planning for the 
gallery started in early 2021 
when the museum contacted 
Ngāti Maru advisor Craig Solo-
mon. 

“He came in to talk to us about 
how we could proceed and we 
shared our vision and he shared 
his vision, and through a series 
of meetings we were able to get 
underway,” she said.

“Because the gallery had two 
concrete block walls… the fi rst 
step was to get them lined. That 
was in July last year, and we 
didn’t really imagine Delta and 
Omicron were just around the 

Thames Museum Society chairperson Carolyn McKenzie outside the new gallery.       Photo: GORDON PREECE

corner.
“So it has been diffi  cult be-

cause our income has dwindled 
due to the pandemic but at the 
same time it has enabled us to 
get on and get the job done with-
out being a disturbance to any 
museum visitors.”

Carolyn said each part of the 
new gallery was signifi cant and 
included Gottfried Lindauer’s 
portraits of ancestors of local 
iwi, a model pā constructed in 
the 1960s by Hamiltonian Doug 

Pick, and cabinets with various 
taonga, including those belong-
ing to the Ngāti Maru collection 
and those brought to the mu-
seum by Graham Bycroft, who 
lived in the area.

“He lived in Turua but actu-
ally he was a teacher at Puriri 
Primary School and he had a 
great passion for the history of 
Māori in this area. Because of 
living near the river, he or people 
that he knew came across items 
that were in the silt on the river 

bank,” she said.  
Carolyn said the new gallery 

would also feature storyboards 
with many translated in te reo by 
Craig Solomon’s extended fami-
ly. The museum was “very grate-
ful” for the community support, 
which included grants totalling 
to more than $22,000 plus be-
quests and donations totalling 
$5500, she said.
Details: Offi  cial Taonga Māori Gal-
lery opening, Thames Museum, 
Cochrane St, July 2, 9:30am.

Third 
attempt 
for expo
A one-day event to create 

pathways to employment 
will have its third attempt at 
running after being cancelled 
by Covid-19 - twice.

The CanDo East Waikato 
Careers and Employers Expo 
is co-produced by CanDo and 
the Thames Business Associa-
tion. 

The event focuses on match-
ing the youth of the Thames-
Coromandel, Hauraki, and 
Matamata-Piako districts with 
businesses to create pathways 
to employment.

The business association 
said this year would be “bigger 
than ever”, with up to 600 stu-
dents expected from Thames 
High School, Paeroa College, 
Hauraki Plains College, Mer-
cury Bay and Coromandel 
Area Schools, and Waihī Col-
lege.

From 2:30pm, the expo will 
also be open to adult job seek-
ers. With 64 spaces available, 
businesses were encouraged 
to register a space at the expo, 
set for mid-August. 
DETAILS: CanDo East Waikato 
Careers and Employers Expo, 
Thursday, August 18, 9am-6pm 
at the Thames Civic Centre. For 
info or to register, contact: war-
ren.sly@prepress.co.nz

By GORDON PREECE
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DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $  incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $ incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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ACROSS 
1 Schematic drawing (7)
4 Disparagement of 

something one cannot
acquire (4,6) 

9 Glossy transparent paint (7)
13 Scarce (4)
14 Nautical yes (3,3) 
15  Human-like sculpture, 

model (6)
16 Seventh-heaven (7)
19 Laid waste to (10)
20 Congenial (8)
21 Thin porridge (5)
24 Food store (6) 
25 Gun kick (6)
27 Indirectly, sidelong (9)
32 Rascality (8)
33 Unit of current (6) 
34 Incapacitate (7)
38 French emperor (8) 
39 Long step (6) 
40 Haul (4) 
41 Wet (5) 
42 Tending to flow; liquid (5)
45 Accept or tolerate whether

or not you want to (4,2,2,4,2)

52 Make reference to (5)
55 X-rated (5) 
56 Monarch (4) 
57 Deserving (6)
58 Piling up (8) 
61 Implement (7) 
62 Keg (6) 
63 Bordering against (8)
66 Made right (9)
68 Incapable (6)
69 Smiles smugly (6)
73 Keen (5) 
74 Combined effort of a 

group (8) 
76 Not vowels (10)
81 Cheese type (7)
82 Small cave (6)
83 Tool for gripping (6)
84 Information (4) 
85 Endeavour (7) 
86 Everlastingness (10)
87 Netted (7)

DOWN 
1 Challenged (5)
2 Antbear (8)
3 Distress signal (6)
4 Proportion (5)
5 Expended (4)
6 Exuberantly joyful (7) 
7 Illicit sexual relationship (6) 
8 Goad (3,2)

10  Curve (4)
11  Without affectation (7)
12 Sibling (6)
17 In particular (10)
18 Knitting stitch (5)
22 Wedding paper (8) 
23 Glaringly vivid (5)
24 Novice (7)
26 Heroic narrative poem (4) 
28 Tedium (7)
29 Learning establishment 

(6) 
30 Charm (6) 
31 Drop steeply (6)
33 Spanish friend (5)
35 Saying (5)
36 Whirl (4) 
37 Japanese garment (4)

43 Modernise (6)
44 Synthetic fibre (5)
46 Eye part (4)
47 Etch (7)
48 Foil (6)
49 Bucolic (5)
50 Sudden violent 
      disturbance (8) 
51 Entices (6)
52 Bitterness, rancour (10)
53 Go bankrupt (4)
54 Gets back (7)
59 Journal (5)
60 Temporary period of calm 

(4) 
64 Played a role (5)
65 Sot (8) 
67 Late (7)
68 Strange (7)
70 Chaste (anag)(6)
71 Lowest (6) 
72 Fish hawk (6)
75 Unite (5) 
77 Yellow-green colour (5)
78 Sedate, decorous (5)
79 Buckle out of shape (4)
80 Exposed (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60

61 62 63

64 65

66 67 68 69

70 71 72

73 74 75 76 77 78

79 80

81 82 83 84

85 86 87

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Close, 4 Pull one’s socks up, 14 Shaft, 15 Unlit, 16 Cloudburst, 17 Total, 19 Ire, 20 
Jealous, 21 Bride-to-be, 22 Primed, 25 Penthouse, 27 Pirate, 28 Serene, 33 Ballooning, 35 Boo,
36 Static, 37 Stag, 39 Vow, 41 Coerced, 42 Muesli, 43 Untrained, 44 Scrim, 45 Carefree, 50 Co, 
51 Infantry, 55 Delta, 58 Principle, 59 Salver, 60 Corrupt, 61 Soh, 63 Eyed, 64 Porous, 65 Ilk, 66 
Spellbound, 68 Setter, 69 Censor, 71 Apologise, 76 Acumen, 77 Apportion, 79 Stalked, 81 Odd, 84 
Shine, 85 Interweave, 86 Humid, 87 Adept, 88 Daylight robbery, 89 Fever. 

DOWN: 2 Landed, 3 Swill, 5 Ugly, 6 Louvres, 7 Nobody, 8 Strut, 9 October, 10 Kite, 11 Upturn, 12 
Rapid, 13 Steeple, 14 Slumber, 18 Auctioneer, 23 Motif, 24 Stratum, 26 Enlarge, 27 Proviso, 29 
Extinct, 30 Pagoda, 31 Obese, 32 Kitten, 34 Glut, 36 Sward, 38 Giddy, 40 Data, 45 Copse, 46 Raiment, 
47 Fact, 48 Employ, 49 Bliss, 50 Cashier, 52 Footlights, 53 Nervous, 54 Ripens, 55 Devotee, 56 Fluke, 
57 Lens, 62 Sells, 67 Request, 68 Scholar, 70 Sapling, 72 Proverb, 73 Retina, 74 Stereo, 75 Revise, 
76 Added, 78 Octet, 80 Louse, 82 Feel, 83 Over.

76

ACROSS
1  Be totally unfeeling 
(4,1,5,2,5)
10  Disappears (8)
15  Rectangular (6)
16  Rousing device 
(5,5)
17  Large neckerchief 
(8)
19  Area of fruit trees 
(7)
21  Intended (5)
22  Sway (9)
25  Decorate with 
needlework (9)
27  Staying power (7)
29  Posture (6)
33  Imperfection (5)
34  City in Canada (8)
36  Feeding on both 
plants and animals (10)
39  Rim (3)
41  Entourage (7)
42  Intelligent (6)
43  Window shade (6)
44  Side (4)
45  Madden (7)
48  Links (4,6)
53  Boating event (7)
57  Wheel shaft (4)
58  Lodge a protest (6)
59  Cowardly (6)
60  Brief garment (1-6)
62  Moose (3)
64  Past times (10)
65  Defensive fence (8)
66  Grey-faced (5)
69  Irritable (6)
70  Hairy (7)
71  Confound (9)

76  Waterproof cover 
(9)
77  Fritter away (5)
78  Enticed (7)
83  Ancient Hindu 
language (8)
84  Steamy jungle (10)
85  Going by cycle (6)
86  Assisting in 
wrongdoing (8)
87  Trade on past 
glories (4,2,4,7)

DOWN
2  Hair colour (6)
3  Era (5)
4  Embrace (3)
5  Absent (4)
6  Circus swing (7)
7  Severe food 
shortage (6)
8  Slant (4)
9  Sobriquet (8)
11  Became less 
intense (6)
12  Sign (10)
13  Employee (4)
14  Surprise (7)
18  Sweet opaque 
gelatinous dessert (10)
20  Uncommon (4)
23  Rock climber’s 
spike (5)
24  Rude and 
disrespectful (8)
26  Mild illness (7)
28  Huntsman’s cry 
(5-2)
30  Public house (6)
31  Conviction (6)

32  Champion (6)
35  Trunk (5)
37  Dance from Brazil 
(5)
38  Arithmetic (4)
40  Match up (4)
45  European country 
(5)
46  Cabbage salad (8)
47  My robe (anag)(6)
48  Fond of company 
(10)
49  Old stringed 
instrument (4)
50  Pilot’s compartment 
(7)
51  Incapable (6)
52  Casts off (5)
54  Effortless (4)
55  Spray can (7)
56  Oil ship (6)
61  Party pooper (3,7)
63  Sun-dried brick (5)
67  Rough guess (8)
68  Cipher (4)
69  Card game (7)
72  Decorative style 
(3-4)
73  Alternative (6)
74  Atoll lake (6)
75  Heart (6)
79  Fire prod (5)
80  Leg joint (4)
81  Tangle (4)
82  Celebrity (4)
85  Long thin feathered 
scarf (3)

 SUDOKU               56

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                76
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

NZ FARM 
COMPLIAN
CE

Are you over paperwork and making sense  
of regulations? We specialise in: 
�  Farm Environmental Compliance 
� Farm Quality Assurance Programmes 
� Farm Business Management Systems  
� Health & Safety, & Staff Housing. 
We sort it out. Get in touch today. 
021 041 8173 www.nzfarmcompliance.com 

NZ FARM COMPLIANCE 
COMPLIANCE SERVICES

PATCHWORK, KNITTING 
� WOOL & COTTON, 

HABERDASHERY, 
FABRICS, 

JANOME SEWING 
MACHINES, 

GIFT VOUCHERS

Open Mon - Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-12pm
468 Pollen St, Thames. Ph 868 8190  

E: needlesnpinsthames@gmail.com

HABERDASHERY

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

GARDEN CARE SERVICES

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

 CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Clapp
Nicole

M 0276 409 005
P 07 868 9820
nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd
Licenced Agent REAA 2008
519 Pollen St, Thames

REAL ESTATE AGENT

Heat Pump Cleaning  
Maintenance Check 
Book now for winter 

Contact Mark 
027 839 9941 

absheatpumpcleaning@xtra.co.nz 

HEAT PUMPS

For a Personal & Professional Service 

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
• Residential Carpet     • Commercial Carpet    

• Fabric & Leather upholstery   • Fabric Protection    
• Vehicle & Motorhome Upholstery

Phone: 022 367 4921
Email: contrastcarpetcleaning@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SMART HOME INSPECTIONS
Detailed home & property inspections 
Maintenance reports - cost estimates 

Targeted maintenance schedules
Do it yourself guides & options 
Maintenance service available 

LBP - Trade certified carpenters

Ph: 020 4085 7369 
smarthomeinsp@yahoo.com

Is your home ready for winter?
HOME MAINTENANCE

Thames Market, held every Saturday, 
is the heart of Grahamstown, bursting 

with locally-grown fruit and vegetables, 
fi ne foods, plants and arts and crafts.   

The market’s team leader Jaini Stowe, 
who’s held the position for eight months, 
said the markets have become part of 
the local culture. “We have our regulars 
each week with a minimum of 30 store 
holders and during a busy week we may 
have a maximum of 50,” she said.

“I take my hat off to the stall holders, 
they’re really supportive, they’ll come to 
me and give me any ideas.”

Jaini said the market supports organic 
produce and has a variety of items.

“We have some good feedback from 
the market that people fi nd really inter-
esting items they can’t fi nd in any other 
shop,” she said.

“Many people from other districts also 
come to sell their produce, and what I’ve 
learned over the eight months managing 
[the markets] is that even people from 
Auckland come to Thames on Saturday 
mornings for the markets.”

Thames Markets, Saturdays, 8am-noon 
in Pollen St, Grahamstown, Thames.

Local focus at Thames Market
Thames Market’s team leader Jaini Stowe.                     Photo: GORDON PREECE
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CLASSIFIEDS - Booking deadline 1pm Monday

Public Notice

Situations 
Vacant

Gardening

Public Notice

For Sale Situations Vacant Situations Vacant
Firewood, Pine, $100 
per cube. Ph Steph 
027 385 2806 or Mark 
027 655 8661

Stump Grinding. All 
sizes, all areas. Free 
quote. Ph 021 060 7659

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES
ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Church Notices

Acknowledgement In Memorium

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $35 + GST per week* 

and one of our professional 
reporters will write a story about 
your business at no extra cost.

SPECIAL OFFER!

Shop Manager 
Wanted

Full Time Position
The job will include:
• Processing store & online 
   sales and enquiries
•  Includes some weekend  work
•  Rural location
Contact Jeremy 027 277 1067

(no texting)
Jeremy@modelbarn.co.nz

Model Barn in NZ’s largest 
stockist of Quality Models & 

Vintage Toys

Victoria Battery 
Tramway 

Society Inc.
AGM

Sunday 3rd July 
2.00pm

Victoria Battery Museum

Hauraki Plains 
Co-operating Parish

Presbyterian - Methodist  
Anglican

‘All Welcome’
Sundays 09:30 a.m
Holy Communion 

1st and 3rd Sunday
An inclusive, encouraging 

community of faith 
‘Come and See’

Church Offi ce : 07 867 8466
www.haurakiplainscoopparish.com

Thames Spiritualist 
Church. Sunday  
July 3rd, 2pm. 
Grahamstown Hall. 
Speaker Candida

GARRETT: Rodney
The family of the late 
Rodney Garrett
wish to express their 
sincere gratitude for 
all the cards, fl owers, 
calls, messages, 
baking and to those 
who attended Rod’s 
celebration of life.  To 
all of the family and 
friends who have and 
continue to support us 
through this diffi  cult 
time and to those 
who visited Rod from 
near, far and very far, 
he loved your visits. 
Thank you.
Hauraki District 
Council, Hospice 
Waikato, Kerepehi 
Marae, The Garrett/
Faulkner/Short/Boyle/
Morehu/Ikinofo/ 
McCaskill Families, 
District Nurses, Dr 
Poortier, Thames 
Medical Centre and 
Mummy C. 
Thank you for all you 
have done.

STOCKDALE-WHARRY:
Judy.
Three years ago on 
1/7/2019.
Sadly missed 
along life’s way, 
quietly remembered 
everyday.
No longer in our lives 
to share, but in our 
hearts you’re always 
there.
Loved always, Keran, 
Andrew and Rachel 
and family.

 

 
School Lunch Worker 

Paeroa College 
 

We are currently hiring a part-time (25 
hours/week) industrious and energetic school 
lunch worker to support our free and healthy 
lunch programme for all students. Applicants 
must be reliable, hard-working, and eager to 

learn. Training in food safety and hospitality is 
available to the successful candidate.  Food 

preparation experience would be an asset but not 
required. 

Applications for this position close on 8 July or 
when a suitable applicant is found. Position 

begins 25 July. 

Please mark “Confidential” and send or email to 
yolandel@paeroacollege.school.nz 

Attention: Principal’s PA 
Paeroa College  

Te Aroha Rd, Paeroa 3673 
 

Hauraki District Council 
Meetings in July 2022

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of July 2022 in the 
Council Chamber, William Street, Paeroa 
unless otherwise stated.
Hearings and Judicial Committee
Monday, 4 July 2022, 9.00am (if required)
Western Plains Drainage District 
Committee
Thursday, 7 July 2022, 10.30am (if required) 
Ngatea Service Centre
Eastern Plains Drainage District Committee
Thursday, 7 July 2022, 1.00pm (if required) 
Ngatea Service Centre
Council Meeting
Wednesday, 13 July 2022, 9.00am
1.00pm - Hearing and Deliberations on 
the Draft Traffic and Parking Bylaw, Stock 
Crossing Bylaw, Waste Management Bylaw 
and Speed Management Bylaw
Hearings and Judicial Committee
Monday, 18 July 2022, 9.00am (if required)
Manaaki Toiora Committee
Tuesday, 26 July 2022, 9.00am
Council
Wednesday, 27 July 2022, 9.00am
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Motorcycle Mechanic
- Apprentice

Are you ready to join our fast paced and growing 
motorcycle business? We are looking for a 
Motorcycle Mechanic Apprentice to join our team.

A1 Motorcycles is based in Waihi. We cover Hauraki 
and the Thames Coromandel districts.
You will work on Road, Moto-X, Trail, Farm 
2-Wheelers, ATV and Side x Sides both on farm and 
in our workshop.

A1 Motorcycles is a friendly family business where 
People Matter as much as Quality Workmanship and 
Excellent Service.

To apply you must have:

• Handwriting and reading skills essential
• Good school records
• Polite, tidy and customer focused
• Mechanically inclined
• Follow instructions and undertake study
Advantageous to have a driver’s license

If you have what it takes to impress us 
and our customers send your CV to 

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz 
Ph: 027 2166867

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Legal Assistant/ Administrator
We are looking for an enthusiastic person to fill a support role in our 
busy legal office. The ideal applicant will have the following qualities:

  Attention to detail
  Excellent computer skills
  Confident communication - written & verbal
  Accounting skills would be an advantage

This role is preferably full-time but negotiable for the right applicant.
Please send your CV and cover letter to info@purnell.nz by 1 July 2022

CHAIRSIDE ASSISTANT - 
Full-time Permanent 

This full-time position has become available. The successful applicant 
will primarily be responsible for assisting the dentist in the surgery and 
sterilisation.

We are a busy, modern dental practice off ering a pleasant, friendly 
working environment and the opportunity to become part of our great 
professional healthcare team.

The successful applicant will primarily be responsible for assisting the 
dentist in the surgery, sterilisation and instrument reprocessing, lab work 
and generally assisting throughout the clinic. Experience is not essen-
tial as full training will be given, however the following attributes are 
required:
 • A friendly, empathetic personality. 
 • Ability to work in a structured environment. 
 • Effi  cient and observant. 
 • Ability to prioritise workload. 
 • A team player

This role requires someone fully vaccinated against COVID-19 
(COVID-19 Public Health Response (Vaccinations) Order 2021
Job Benefi ts and Perks
 • Dental benefi ts package included.   •  Vaccinations package

Applications close: Wednesday July 6th 2022
Please apply in writing including cover letter and CV to:

Practice Manager  
PO Box 260, Thames   e: thedentalhealthgroup@xtra.co.nz

THE DENTAL HEALTH GROUP

Woodturners Cafe
in Ngatea are getting busier so are  

looking for another 
Cafe Assistant to join the team. 

Variable hours.
Involves one weekend day. 

No experience required. 
Full training given. 

Contact Lorraine 021 246 9376

NEW DEADLINE

We can now take your classifi ed ads
anytime before 1pm Monday

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz
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OPERATION COVER UP
Operation Cover Up Thames 
will be hosting a blanket display 
at Thames Civic Centre on July 
1 and 2 from 10am to 3pm. 
Spokesperson Margaret Morritt 
said the group had been sorting 
through hundreds of blankets 
made by its volunteers for the 
“bright and colourful” event. 
The group, which currently 
has around 20 volunteers, was 
formed in 2000 after several 
people became aware some 
Ukrainian families were in 
desperate need of clothing 
during their harsh winters.

CONSENT TRACKER OFFLINE 
Thames-Coromandel District 
Council’s Consent tracker is 
currently offline while the 
organisation does some 
maintenance and upgrades.
It expects to have it back up 
and running by mid-July. In the 
meantime, council is operating 
an interim service through its 
customer services team, who 
can provide information on a 
current building or resource 
consent application, or historical 
information on a single property. 

TVRFU RESULTS
June 25: Tom Jordan Cup Senior 
A: Paeroa 10-22 Whangamata; 
Mercury Bay 22-10  Waihou; 
COBRAs 66-3   Coromandel; 
Hauraki North 18-30 Thames. 
Leach Cup Senior B: Mercury Bay 
17-12 Waihou. All other teams 
did not play that weekend in the 
Senior B competition. Next week 
is the final round of play off, and 
semi finals will start.

In BriefLack of volunteers closes education group
By GORDON PREECE

A voluntary organisation that 
arranged university and lo-

cal speakers to deliver informa-
tive topics to the Thames com-
munity has now discontinued.

The Thames Continuing Ed-
ucation Speaker Series hosted 
events most recently at the 
Thames Civic Centre, where 
topics like Anglo-China, the 
Hamilton Gardens and inter-
national travel were discussed.

Volunteer Thelma Chantrey 
told The Profile the organisa-
tion closed at the end of May 
because of a lack of volunteers. 

“There was a Wintec organ-
iser, Neil Coleman, who co-
ordinated with setting up [the 
events]... and [I] finished up 
with Maureen Hill, so there 
were only us left and that’s why 
we had to bring it to a close,” 
she said.

“It’s a general thing that 
everything is closing down, 
[Thames] Lions have closed, 
it’s the end of an era. The age 
of the volunteers has gone be-
cause they’re all older ones, the 
younger ones don’t have time 
to volunteer, which is a pity.” 

Thelma said Continuing 
Education mainly benefited 
Thames’ elderly community 
who were “very sad” when it 
closed.

Thelma said there was a list 
of around 200 who received 
newsletters for Continuing 
Education’s events and had 

around 50 regular attendants 
who paid a small door fee to go 
towards petrol vouchers and 
other gifts for the speakers, 
and hire costs for Thames Civic 
Centre. 

“Then Covid reduced the 
numbers to the 30s, that’s what 
we contemplated in 2021 with a 
reduction in numbers, whether 
we could afford to keep it going. 
But then we decided we would 
so I booked the Civic Centre 
for 2022, but then things have 
changed,” she said.

Thelma said Continuing Edu-

cation was originally called 60+ 
and operated under the spon-
sorship of Waikato University 
and the leadership of Bob Cox 
in Thames.

“The government at the time 
reduced financial help for sen-
ior education. As a result, Wai-
kato University could not see 
their way forward to financially 
continue to support 60+,” she 
said.

“[So] Wintec Thames very 
kindly came to the party and 
took over the reins to keep the 
group afloat. With expertise 

and contacts for speakers, it 
was re-named Continuing Edu-
cation Group.”

She acknowledged the 
Thames Connector bus for pro-
viding transport so the elderly 
could attend events.

Thelma said Continuing Ed-
ucation’s remaining funds of 
$875 were donated to Thames 
Library.

Thames Libraries manager 
Shana Allan said the donated 
money would go towards new 
sewing machines for the li-
brary’s knitting classes.

Thelma Chantrey, centre, with Thames Library staff Shori Allan, left, and Shana Allan.    Photo: GORDON PREECE
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

Step into a new Suzuki with no deposit down and from just $88 a week.* Drive away 
today and get our 5-year warranty, 24/7 roadside assistance package, and the peace 
of mind that comes with buying a new car.

*87.79/week based on Baleno GLX Manual, $19,990 plus ORC, total amount payable $22,913.19; nil deposit, 4.9% p.a. �xed interest rate and 5-year term. On payment of on-road costs to the Dealer, �nance payments include a $305 documentation fee and $10.35 PPSR fee. Suzuki Finance lending and credit criteria apply. 
Offer available from 1-30 June 2022. Excludes Jimny, �eet purchases, demo vehicles and all other promotions. For info on our Real Value 3 year/100,000km comprehensive warranty, 5 year/100,000 km powertrain warranty, PLUS a full 5 year roadside assistance plan, visit www.suzuki.co.nz

No Deposit 
Finance

TOTAL PAYABLE $22,914

Range from

88/WEEK*$

Get your foot in the door with

Waihī bookworms take on bookathon
A desire to support its chil-

dren’s early literacy and 
raise funds was the prologue for 
Waihī’s Somerset Early Learn-
ing Centre to take on Blind 
Low Vision NZ’s Great Kiwi 
Bookathon.

The challenge encouraged 
New Zealand’s tamariki for the 
month of June to read or listen 
to as many books as possible 
and raise vital funds for Blind 
Low Vision NZ’s support servic-
es to keep the magic of stories 
alive for blind, deaf-blind and 
low vision kiwis.

The charity’s support services 
include its fully accessible li-
brary, which features 36,000 
audiobooks and adaptive tech-
nology services to translate text 
into speech or braille, and a 
youth library, which offers edu-
cational resources.

The charity also meets with 
individuals in their homes and 
local Blind Low Vision NZ offic-
es to provide them personalised 
vision rehabilitation services.

Teacher Takeisha Kelsey told 
The Profile the centre came 
across the initiative and thought 
it would be a “really good learn-
ing opportunity” for its 23 
tamariki to learn about fund-
raising, the blind and low vision 
community and develop their 
reading skills.

“They love books, and it’s 
good to do it for a cause, and it 
means they go home and read 
books at night time with their 
mums and dads,” she said. 

“We aim to read one a day 

Somerset Early Learning Centre’s tamariki have “loved” reading new books.                                                                                   Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

at our nap time and spontane-
ously if they want to read more… 
sometimes Levi [one of the kids] 
reads us the books.” 

Takeisha said it was mainly 
the centre’s older tamariki, 
aged three and four years, who 
participated. The most popular 
books included The Wrong 

Book by Nick Bland, House 
Mouse by Barrie Watts, What’s 
in my House? by Roger Priddy 
and There Are Monsters Every-
where by Mercer Mayer.

Takeisha said the centre had 
raised $278 so far, surpassing 
their goal of $250.

“The parents of the children 

donate and then they share 
the fundraising page with their 
other family members so they 
can donate,” she said. 

“We’ve got very good parent 
support and input.”

Blind Low Vision NZ chief 
executive John Mulka said 
he was excited to build on the 

Great Kiwi Bookathon, which 
launched last year.

“We are so thankful for the 
participation and donations 
enabling us to support children 
who are blind, deafblind or low 
vision, and their whānau live the 
life they chose.”
DETAILS: www.bookathon.co.nz.


