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Pukekos cause a nuisance at Thames Airfi eld, P3
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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us 
today 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash 
directly into landfi ll … that makes me see red! 

Well, it’s a no brainer … make the Smartest move, 
call the experts today, we know how to 

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Mayor won’t stand againMayor won’t stand again

The last two years of Sandra Goudie’s mayoralty have 
been marred with controversy following her refusal to 

get vaccinated against Covid-19.
A quick internet search will show you articles calling for 

her resignation, while online commenters said she was 
“selfi sh” and “not fi t to be a responsible leader”.

But Mayor Goudie remains indiff erent. She avoids social 
media.

“I wouldn’t touch Facebook with a bargepole,” she says.
The two-term mayor has chosen not to stand again at 

this year’s upcoming local body elections.
She’s started a tab at the Matatoki Cheese Barn cafe, and 

tells The Profi le that despite the contention of her second 
term, she has “loved” the past two-and-a-half years.

“I did what I wanted to do for me. It was interesting how 
people were so exercised about my body, but that’s okay,” 
she says.

“Every now and again the media would drive another 
story, which… great, fi ne, I‘m okay with that. It never both-
ered me because it was my right to choose.” 

Back in October, 2021, 69-year-old Mayor Goudie told 
The Profi le she was waiting for an alternative to the Pfi zer 
vaccine before getting her Covid-19 jab, which she said was 
a “calculated risk” as the government tried to counter the 
increasing spread of the more contagious Delta variant.

Her stance copped criticism around the country, with 
television presenter Hilary Barry stating that “the people of 
Thames-Coromandel deserve so much better”.

When asked if she enjoyed the controversy, Mayor 
Goudie, who is still unvaccinated, says she did.

“It was always a challenge, and I always enjoy a chal-
lenge.” 

She says she was “very careful” not to give an opinion 
about the Pfi zer vaccine, or to “persuade people in one way

Two-term mayor Sandra Goudie has chosen not 
to stand again at this year’s upcoming local body 

elec� ons.   Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

CONTINUED ON P2

Thames-Coromandel Mayor Sandra Thames-Coromandel Mayor Sandra 
Goudie won’t stand again this election Goudie won’t stand again this election 
after a term marred by controversy, after a term marred by controversy, 
but she has enjoyed the ride. KELLEY but she has enjoyed the ride. KELLEY 
TANTAU reportsTANTAU reports
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Thames Tides
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 

advertisements in The Valley 
Profile, then email admin@
valleyprofile.co.nz or text 
027 396 2459 with your full 
name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in 
the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last week it was in the Ngatea 
Milking ad.
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www.valleyprofile.co.nz
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Publisher/Editor Teresa Ramsey
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The Valley Profile is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 16,000 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
letterbox, reaching approximately 
35,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Waihī, Thames, Thames 

Coast and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribution around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

Quality 
kitchenware and 

gi� s for all seasons.

           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

All your grocery essentials:
Fresh produce, 

fresh meat cuts & an 
extensive collection 

of beer & wine.
Come visit us

6 Consols St, Waihi
P: 07 863 3519

OPEN 7 DAYS
7am to 8pm

Mayor Goudie won’t stand again
 or the other”.

“People were trying to force 
me into accepting that I had to 
take a different path because 
of my role, and I don’t agree 
with that at all. We are meant 
to be representative and you 
can’t always be representative 
of the majority,” she says.

“Even though I’m a leader, 
why should I be denied my 
right?”

Sandra Goudie was born in 
Roxburgh in 1952, and lived 
in Meremere, Invercargill, 
Auckland, and Dunedin, never 
staying anywhere for more 
than five years while her dad 
Doyle worked in construction. 
She had three brothers and a 
sister.

“I think because of the 
moves that we made, we all 
became self-reliant and inde-
pendent, but we were a very 
strong, incredibly close fam-
ily,” she says. 

Even as a youngster, she was 
unapologetically self-assured, 
having been asked to stand in 
the corner on her first day of 
kindergarten for “smacking a 
boy”. 

She can’t remember why she 
did it, but says she was “unre-
pentant”. 

She married her husband 
Bernard “around 1980” and 
together they have two sons. 

After her more controver-
sial statements, Mayor Goudie 
said her family called her “on 
occasion” but “on the whole, 
they took it in their stride pret-
ty well”.

“We don’t always agree, 
that’s for sure. Sometimes we 
stay off subjects or sometimes 
we explore a subject.” 

Her political career spans 
more than three decades. She 
started out in local politics in 
1998 as a Thames-Coroman-
del District Councillor, before 
becoming the National MP 
for the Coromandel electorate 
from 2002 until 2011.

She returned to local council 
for one term under then-May-
or Glenn Leach in 2013, and it 
was only after returning to the 
chambers that she began con-

sidering vying for the mayor-
alty. 

“I could see what was hap-
pening within the council, I 
could see the calibre of the 
people who were standing, I 
could see what needed to be 
changed and what needed to 
be improved, and that’s ex-
actly what I set about doing,” 
she says.

“I’m pleased to say I think 
I’ve just about achieved most 
things that I set out to do.” 

Mayor Goudie says she is in 
the “final throes” of resolving 
long-standing issues, such as 

CONTINUED FROM P1

Thames-Coromandel Mayor Sandra Goudie will not vie to retain the top 
job this election.                                                Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

the Tairua Skatepark, and the 
Woollams Avenue car park in 
Coromandel Town.

Another goal throughout 
her tenure was to deal with the 
lack of housing in the district. 

“For the last five-and-a-half 
years, the [TCDC] staff, and 
[former CEO] Rob Williams 
have pulled out all the stops to 
move this forward, not just be-
cause I thought it was a crisis 
that needed to be addressed, 
but because it actually is a cri-
sis that needs addressing,” she 
says. 

And while she wouldn’t sin-
gle-out who she’d prefer to re-
place her following October’s 
elections, “fiscal understand-
ing and critical analysis” were 
both needed in the next may-
or, she says.

“I need to see who’s going to 
be lining up. It really concerns 
me about the level of capabil-
ity, so in terms of an induction 
for any new or semi-new ones 
coming in, fiscal understand-
ing and critical analysis are 
both absolutely essential.” 

And when she’s no longer 
wearing the mayoral chains, 
Goudie says she’ll be up at the 
beach, reading, fishing, plant-
ing trees, and teaching herself 
the piano. 

“Can you see me doing noth-
ing?” she asks. “No.” 
DETAILS: Candidate nominations 
for the local body elections open 
on July 15 and close on August 
12. Voting day is October 8.
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BIGGEST
SELLER

SALEGreat
Recliner

Buy one recliner and 
get a second one

HALF
PRICE!*

DALLAS POWER RECLINER
$3,999* Get a second recliner for $1,999*

EDEN ROCKER RECLINER
$1,599* Get a second recliner for $799*

MIRA ROCKER RECLINER
$2,399* Get a second recliner for $1,199*

STORE LOGO HERE *T&C’s apply. Participating stores only. Please see
in-store for more details or go to la-z-boy.co.nz

LIMITED TIME ONLY

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 SEALEY ST, THAMES PH 07 868 6128

*T&C’s apply. Par� cipa� ng stores only. Please see in-store for more details or go to la-z-boy.co.nzLIMITED TIME ONLY

If you love your car phone us 
now or pop in for a quote.

Phone 868 9300
115 Jellicoe Crescent, Thames 

(behind the Elim Church)
Queen St

Pollen St

BP

X

Wharf

� ames 
Collision 
Repairs

* For prompt and 
professional service

* Thames-Coromandel’s 
best equipped panel paint shop

* Experience some of 
New Zealand’s top craftsmen 

working on your car
* Loan Cars available

• • • • •
••

Aviator’s avian invasion at Thames Airfi eld
A pukeko problem at Thames 

Airfi eld has one pilot reach-
ing for the cookbook, but he may 
be able to avoid dining on pukeko 
casserole if the bird numbers get 
culled this duck shooting season.

Hauraki Aero Club vice presi-
dent Geoff  Furkert had to spend 
$3500 repairing his aircraft after 
hitting a pukeko with poor navi-
gation skills.

“They don’t move very quick-
ly,” he said. “Quite a few move 
away, but every now and then 
you’ll have one run at you. They 
don’t seem to understand that’s 
not the best thing to do.” 

Mr Furkert hit the pukeko just 
as he was taking off  from 
Thames Airfi eld. 

When he arrived in 
Tauranga, he learned 
the bird had bounced 
against the nose leg 
and hit the exhaust 
pipe.

“One leg was dis-
connected and was 
blowing very hot air on 
a box of electronics, so 
it could’ve been a lot more 
dramatic,” he said.

He understood Thames-Co-
romandel District Council, the 
operators of the airfi eld, had a 
dispensation to shoot pukeko at 
any time as a safety measure.

However, Mr Furkert said a 
nice recipe for the swamphen, 
such as those found in The Mad 
Chef’s New Zealand Game and 
Seafood Cookbook by Daryl 
Crimp, would help solve the 
problem.

Hauraki Aero Club vice president Geoff  Furkert had to spend $3500 repairing his aircra�  a� er hi�  ng a pukeko.    
North Island hunt-

ers can shoot pukeko during the 
shooting season of May 7 to Au-
gust 28, with a daily bag limit of 
12. “So, I’m thinking if we have 
a nice recipe for pukeko, they’ll 
start disappearing by them-
selves,” Mr Furkert said.

According to Fish and Game 
New Zealand, pukeko were “un-
derrated as table fare, and can be 
delicious in casseroles and pat-

ties”; however, they were held in 
“rueful aff ection” by New Zea-
landers due to their reputations 
as friendly, cheeky birds.

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council’s operations group man-
ager Bruce Hinson said coun-
cil was aware of the population 
of pukeko which frequents the 
Thames Airfi eld. 

“We use a pest control contrac-
tor who has a permit from the De-

partment of Conservation to cull 
the birds,” he said. 

“Our council is currently in-
vestigating additional options to 
assist with management of the 
pukeko population in the vicinity 
of the airfi eld.”

In March, The Profi le reported 
that South Island pied oyster-
catchers were also making the 
Thames Airfi eld their home. A 
fl ock of 22 birds was killed by an 

inexperienced student pilot dur-
ing a “touch and go” landing that 
month. 

Mr Hinson said pilots were kept 
up to date on airfi eld information 
through the Thames Airfi eld AIP 
(Aeronautical Information Pub-
lication), which stated that there 
was a bird hazard at all times.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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‘Get Back’ week proves successful
A ‘Get Back’ week aimed at 

encouraging students to 
return to school following the 
disruption of Covid-19 has 
seen positive outcomes for 
Waihī College.

The school, on Kensington 
Rd, hosted five-days of fun 
activities during the first week 
of term one to see if some of 
the college’s “un-engaged” stu-
dents would reacquaint with 
the school community. 

“As previously reported, 
Waihī College and many 
schools across the country 
are struggling to get students 
to return to classes since the 
disruption of Covid,” Waihī 
College’s arts, services and 
communications co-ordinator 
Wendy Shave said.

“Not all kids who have 
stayed away are engaging with 
their online learning, and the 
Ministry of Education, prin-
cipals, teachers and whānau 
alike are concerned for the 
students’ academic, social, and 
mental wellbeing.”

With that in mind, the 
school held fun events and 
gave away freebies through-
out the week, and in the end, 
its attendance numbers “im-
proved quite significantly”. 

“Last term we had a low of 
45 per cent attendance, a high 
of 71 per cent, and an average 

Students were treated to a free sausage sizzle at lunchtime on the first day of ‘Get Back’ week.    
Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

of 63.5 per cent,” Wendy said.
“This term so far, the num-

bers are looking more positive 
with an average of 76 per cent, 
with each day having between 
69 per cent to 80.4 per cent 
attendance.  

“We are still looking forward 
to more of our students joining 

us again on a permanent basis 
as the term continues.”

Waihī College principal 
Alistair Cochrane earlier told 
The Profile “a large number” of 
families were electing to keep 
their children at home due to 
anxiety around schools be-
ing a “super spreader” for the 

Covid-19 virus. 
However, the attendance 

data collated showed that 
wasn’t the case, he said.

As of May 10, there were 135 
active cases in the Hauraki 
district.

Wendy said Get Back week 
was “all in all, a great week”.

On Monday, May 2, students 
were able to grab a free sau-
sage sizzle and enjoy music 
from the school band. On 
Tuesday, free Juicies and Mr 
Randell’s Spotify mix was the 
drawcard to the quad. 

On Wednesday, students 
took part in a marble run 
where house teams had to de-
sign a ‘run’ for a marble to roll 
down. The team with the mar-
ble that covered the greatest 
distance won. There was also a 
friendly dodgeball competition 
held in the school gym.

Thursday saw a handball 
competition take place and to 
cap off the week, the school 
supported I Am Hope’s Gum-
boot Day on Friday.  

“We held a mufti with all 
proceeds going to mental 
health, and encouraged stu-
dents to wear their gummies 
and get involved in the gum-
boot throwing comp on at 
lunchtime,” Wendy said.

“We are still looking 
forward to more of 
our students joining 
us again on a per-

manent basis as the 
term continues.”

- Wendy Shave

Lots will be happening at Waihi College this term.  
To keep informed, head to the Waihi College website: www.waihicol.school.nz,  
and check out the Keeping Informed and Latest News sections. Here you can 
fi nd snippets of what’s coming up so you don’t miss out. 
We also have all the sporting codes under the School Life section. Here you can 
see the weekly sports draws, check who’s made the 2022 teams and get in touch 
with coaches and managers. We are looking forward to the school Cross Country 
on 19th May – now that we are in orange we are keen to see our community back 
and enjoying watching their kids get involved.

Keep informed, visit our school website

www.waihicol.school.nz
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Study Nursing in Thames
Join us for an information session and 
find out how you can start your career 
journey here in Semester 2.

Enrolled Nursing 
(Nēhi Whakauru) 
provides you with an 
opportunity to be 
employed in health 
care and to gain 
registration with the 
Nursing Council of NZ.

find out how you can start your career 

There is high demand 
for New Zealand-trained 
nurses worldwide.
Learn more about Enrolled 
Nursing at one of our 
information sessions:
• Tuesday 24 May, 2pm-3:30pm
• Wednesday 15 June, 2pm-3:30pm
• Thursday 23 June, 2pm-3:30pm

Enrolled Nursing 
(Nēhi Whakauru) 
provides you with an 
opportunity to be 
employed in health 
care and to gain 
registration with the 
Nursing Council of NZ.

Thursday 23 June, 2pm-3:30pm

Venue
Thames 
Regional Campus,
414 Queen Street
Course start date
25 July 2022

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Come check out 
our New Season stock

Stockists of new season 
Vonella fashion shirts

Public housing waitlist at ‘all-time high’
Within fi ve years, the pub-

lic housing waitlist in the 
Thames-Coromandel has in-
creased by close to 100 people, 
while in the Hauraki district, 78 
households are on the Ministry 
of Social Development’s hous-
ing register - up from nine at 
the start of 2017. 

The fi gures resemble those 
across New Zealand, where the 
need for housing remains at 
an “all-time high”, Infometrics 
principal economist and direc-
tor Brad Olsen told The Pro-
fi le, following a presentation at 
Hauraki District Council last 
month. 

According to the 
ministry, the de-
mand for public 
(social) housing 
throughout the 
country was grow-
ing, and more 
people were expe-
riencing “a severe 
and immediate 
need”.

The demand was generated 
by a shortage of aff ordable 
housing driving up house prices 
and rents, it said.

“Nationally, the housing 
register has skyrocketed from 
4,865 at the start of 2017, to 
26,868 at the start of 2022,” Mr 
Olsen said. 

“The fi gures for both Hau-

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

raki and Thames-Coromandel 
districts are lower than the na-
tional average, relative to the 
number of local households.”

Hauraki and Thames-Coro-
mandel’s hous-
ing register was 
around 0.8-0.9 
per cent of total 
households, he 
said, compared 
to 1.5 per cent na-
tionally. 

The ministry’s 
data showed that 
at the start of 

2022 up to March, there were 
78 households on the register 
within Hauraki, up from nine at 
the start of 2017.

For Thames-Coromandel, 
there were 108 households on 
the register at the start of 2022, 
compared to 11 at the start of 
2017.

“Both areas have seen consid-

erable growth in need for hous-
ing support from a very low 
level, as has New Zealand more 
generally,” Mr Olsen said.

To apply for a serious hous-
ing need, the ministry looks at 
whether an applicant’s current 
housing situation was safe and 
suitable for medical or physical 
needs; as well as whether the 
applicant could aff ord to rent 
privately and “manage long-
term in a private rental”.

“The housing register has ris-
en massively over recent years, 

with housing outcomes for 
some in communities becoming 
extremely diffi  cult,” Mr Olsen 
said.“Current fi gures across 
New Zealand are generally at 
all-time highs. Thames-Coro-
mandel’s fi gure was higher in 
December, but there can some-
times be seasonal trends around 
social support needs across New 
Zealand.”

But Mr Olsen said it was im-
portant to note the work un-
derway to address the housing 
challenges, with housing con-

sents in both areas having risen 
“considerably” in recent times.

According to Hauraki District 
Council, its residential building 
consents were at the highest lev-
els they have been since records 
began in 1991, with a 91 per cent 
increase on the previous year.

Thames-Coromandel’s con-
sents were up 29 per cent, above 
the national average of 24 per 
cent per annum.

“Both areas have 
seen considerable 

growth in need 
for housing sup-
port from a very 

low level.”
- Brad Olsen

This year there are 78 households on the public housing register in Hauraki.                    File photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Infometrics economist Brad Olsen.
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Lim Nguon, left, and Norm Rumble have had “really good” response from their customers towards their 
Cambodian and Kiwi takeaways.                  Photo: GORDON PREECE

A desire to fill a gap in 
the takeaway market 

has led Norm Rumble and 
his partner Lim Nguon to 
establish CamKiwi Take-
out in Thames.

The Cochrane St takea-
way offers hangi and Cam-
bodian meals, which stem 
from the couple’s heritage 
with Norm being Maori 
and Lim being Cambodi-
an. 

“We’re the only ones do-
ing hangi cooking with hot 
rocks… there’s a lot of peo-
ple doing hangis out there 
that are just using steam-
ers, but we’re the only 
ones who use hot rocks to 
cook the hangi, which is 
similar to the traditional 
way,” Norm said.  

“We don’t dig a hole in 
our shop - we have a hangi 
cooker that we designed 
and built where we can 
heat the rocks to 700 de-
grees and then stack our 
hangi baskets on top of 
that just like a normal 
hangi.”

Lim said she wanted to 
provide the community 
with Cambodian food as 
there weren’t many New 
Zealand restaurants serv-
ing the cuisine.

“We use a lot of fresh 
herbs and spices like lem-
ongrass, kaffir lime leaves 
and galangal, which are 
grown in our country,” she 
said.

Cambodian and Kiwi cuisine comes to Thames
ADVERTORIAL

Norm said Cambodian 
cuisine was different to 
Thai cuisine.

“Thai food is spicy with 
a lot of chillies whereas 
Cambodian food is very 
mild but then you add your 
chillies on the side,” he 
said.

“When you’re in Cambo-
dia, you’ll get a little serv-
ing of chillies and spices 
which you can add to your 
meal.”

Norm had visited Cambo-

dia for many years before 
meeting Lim. The couple 
operated a beachfront 
bar, restaurant and guest-
house between 2005 and 
2011 in Sihanoukville on 
the Cambodian coast.

They then sold the es-
tablishment and came to 
New Zealand after Norm’s 
father was diagnosed with 
cancer and the couple 
were expecting their first 
child together. 

They settled in Thames, 

where they operated a 
clothing store in Goldfields 
Shopping Centre before it 
was disrupted by Covid-19.

“That’s when we decided 
we were going to get back 
into some sort of food busi-
ness.” Norm said. 

“We kind of looked at 
what was available here, 
and no one was doing 
hangi and no one was do-
ing Cambodian food so 
that’s kind of how it came 
about.”

Norm said they had a “re-
ally good” response from 
their customers for the 
first nine weeks they’ve 
been open.

“We’re getting a lot of 
repeat customers com-
ing back for the hangi be-
cause I think we seem to 
have cracked the taste, 
which is the important 
part,” he said.

“Same with the Cambo-
dian food, we’re getting 
a lot of repeat customers 
and we’re getting orders 
out catering as well now, 
people wanting birthday 
parties with Cambodian 
food.

“We’ve had a couple of 
customers come in and 
say that’s the best tom 
yum they’ve ever tasted, 
so that’s pretty good feed-
back.”

Norm said they planned 
to have a dine-in area, 
more menu items and in-
creased opening hours in 
the future.

“At the moment we’re 
only 11am to 6pm, so 
we’re kind of missing out 
a little bit on the dinner 
market,” he said.

“It’s all fairly new for us… 
and that’s really why we 
only did the limited num-
ber of days to start off with 
Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day but this week, from 
May 19, our Thursdays 
start.” 

Hot Rock Cooked Hangi & 
Traditional Cambodian Food

NEW TO TOWNNEW TO TOWNNEW TO TOWN

TAKEAWAY ONLY 
Thursday to Sunday 11am to 6pm
300 Cochrane Street, Thames (formerly The Stables)
Ph 07 211 6930
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Women don their pink Hawaiian accessories for the fundraiser.                   Photos: GORDON PREECE

Jill Dobson, left, Bernadette Neustroski (who celebrated her birthday), Sheryl 
Krissansen and Christine Davern. 

Lyn Sherwood, left, and Anne-Maree. 

Thames Friendship Club members 
enjoy the event.

Pretty in pink
A Pink Ribbon Breakfast High Tea was held at 
Paeroa’s former racecourse on May 11 to support 
the Breast Cancer Foundation. Around 115 people 
attended the event, with some who were pretty in 
pink for the occasion. Reporter GORDON PREECE 
headed along for the event.

One of the many pink dress up tables at the brunch.        

$16,990

2009 Holden Colorado
Manual, 4WD, diesel, 3.0 Turbo

Top truck at

 

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2009 Mazda 6 S/W GLX
2.0 Ltr Auto, SPECIAL PRICE

$6,990
 

2014 Toyota Corolla
1.8 Ltr, NZ New, 90 km

$13,990$15,990

2013 Mazda Atenza
2.0 Ltr Auto, Alloys, Immac Cond

2009 Toyota Corolla GX
1.8 Ltr Auto, Low kms, NZ New, 

$11,990
Only

$11,990

2011 Ford Fiesta
1.6 Ltr, Auto, NZ New, Low Kms

 

2006 Mitsubishi Outlander
2.4 Ltr auto, 4WD, NZ new, low km

$11,990

2005 Peugeot 407
2.0 Ltr Turbo diesel, auto, low 90km, 
top of the range model

$6,990
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE GARY 027 227 3396

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernal
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife

Kerepēhi Flaxmill to Crank Up
“Something diff erent and 
unique to the Hauraki Plains” 
will be cranking up on Queen’s 
Birthday weekend. 

Hauraki Vintage Machin-
ery Club will host a Crank Up 
event at the Kerepēhi Flaxmill 
on Kaihere Road with their 
mechanical fl ax stripper and 
steam engine on display.

Vice president Brendon Ad-
ams told The Profi le the event 
was about promoting the 
fl axmill and its heritage.

“It’s the only original mill in 
the North Island which still op-
erates,” he said. 

“There were a lot of mills on 
the Hauraki Plains, there were 
easily a dozen.

“Kaihere was the original one, 
one in Patetonga, one in Tahu-
na and two in Waitakaruru.”

Brendon said the Kerepēhi 
Flaxmill operated from the 
late 1930s to 1973 where lo-
cally gathered fl ax was stripped 
through the mill’s fl ax stripper 
machine before the fl ax fi bres 
were left to dry on fences.

“The dairy farm across the 
road was 500 acres, and that 
had all native fl ax,” he said.

“The fl ax was made into cord-
age, textiles, carpet, used a 
lot for making sacking, baling 
twine, so it’s quite a versatile 
product,” he said.

“They used the fl ax in the be-
ginning because Māori used it 
and when Captain Cook came 
here on The Endeavour he used 
it to replace a lot of the rigging 
under the ship.”

The club, which has close to 
40 members, hasn’t hosted its 

annual Crank Up event for the 
past two years due to Covid-19 
but have previously held Crank 
Up events at both Kaihere and 
Waitakaruru domains.

Club member Robin Hill said 
they were hoping for “the more 
people the merrier” to attend as 
300 or 400 people had attend-
ed in previous years.

“Two or three thousand 
would be nice,” he laughed.

“They’ll see the fl ax being 
stripped… the fl ax will be load-
ed on the back of the ute and 
we run [the fl ax stripper] every 

half an hour or so,” he said.
“I’ve [also] just been in and 

seen a lady who does fl ax weav-
ing and hopefully she’ll be here 
doing that.”

Brendon said people would 
need a gold coin donation for 
entry to go towards the fl ax 
stripping machine’s continued 
restoration.
Details: Kerepēhi Flaxmill Crank 
Up, June 5 from 10am to 3pm, 
668 Kaihere Rd. Gold coin dona-
ti on for entry. Food and drink on 
off er. More info: Contact Peter 
Williams, Ph 027 490 4649.

Hauraki Vintage Machinery Club vice president Brendon Adams, le� , club member Robin Hill and 
President Peter Williams in front of the mill’s fl ax stripper.      Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE
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45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

Barry Quayle has been voted in as 
the new chair of Waikato Regional 

Council, after a majority of councillors 
backed the removal of Russ Rimming-
ton from the top spot in a meeting held 
on May 9. 

The extraordinary meeting of council 
was called after a requisition signed by 
eight councillors was delivered on April 
17 to deal with matters associated with 
the role of chair. 

During the meeting, there was rec-
ognition of the extensive contribution 
made by Cr Rimmington to the Ham-
ilton and Waikato communities over 
many years. 

However, some councillors expressed 
concern about the culture amongst the 
governance arm and that the council 
position on many matters was not be-
ing well represented. 

In an 8-6 vote, a motion to remove 
Cr Rimmington as Waikato Regional 
Council’s chair was passed. 

Following the vote, Cr Rimmington, 
who’d been chair for three years, said 
it was “disappointing” but “democracy 
has spoken.”

The former Hamilton mayor indi-
cated there could be a judicial review of 
the decision.

Nominations were then made for a 
new chair, with only Hamilton con-
stituent Barry Quayle put forward as a 
contender. 

The motion to formally appoint him 
was passed in a 11-3 vote. 

Cr Quayle reassured the community 
that decision making would be unaf-
fected by the leadership change. 

“It is important going forward that 
this council acts as one and that we 
have cohesion. I am confident that all 

Council chair ousted
RuralRural LifeLife

14 councillors will be able to continue 
to respectfully and robustly discuss is-
sues affecting the region, and make de-
cisions that are in the best interests of 
the Waikato,” he said. 

“Throughout this triennium, we’ve 
demonstrated that – despite at times 
divergent individual views – we can en-
gage in full and frank discussions and 
make big decisions. That’s been evident 
with matters like the 10-year budget, 
our position on local government and 
three waters reform, our Covid-19 re-
sponse, public transport, and most re-
cently the management of pests in our 
region.”

“While there’s just a few months left 
in this term of council, there’s plenty 
more work to be done.

“Always at the front of our minds will 
be the vision we set as a council early in 
our term of caring for our place.”

Russ Rimmington has been ousted as WRC’s 
Chair after three years in the role.     File Photo

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

SPREADERS

Mag 45 Causmag 
duster & spreader 
  45 L  

$2560 + GST

Spreadmax 
fertiliser spreader

  120 L  
$3280 + GST

Spreadmax easy 
lock drive fertiliser 
spreader 120 L 

$4020 + GST

Spreadmax easy 
lock drive fertiliser 
spreader 240 L 

$4660 + GST

Spreadmax
fertiliser spreader

 240 L 
$3410 + GST

Spreadmax 
TPL750 fertiliser 
spreader 750 L
$5070 + GST

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD
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toyota

projects / as a do-up

nissanhondamitsubishi

jock’s special

ford
daewoo

JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras
1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3,295
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition   $2,995

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495
2001 NISSAN PRIMERA $4,695
245,000kms, 1998cc, CD, Air, Elecs, 
Nice Mags, In Grey with Blue Interior

LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY
1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995
2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New
1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,295

4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater VALUE $1,995
1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD,

Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE
2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595

Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags,  $2,995
S/wagon, Electrics, VALUE

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200
2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $2,995
2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500

2007 FORD FOCUS S/W   $5,995
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras,  

VALUE $5,225
Met Blue
1990 FORD LASER GL  SOLD $2,995
5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000 kms

1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
Has wiring problems, suit auto electrician
Worth repairing              REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls, 
WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
2001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE 
5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA

1997 HOLDEN VF 
COMMODORE ACCLAIM

1996 HONDA ACCORD

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 

2005 TOYOTA IST

1997 FORD LASER
$5,850 

$2,250 

$2,695 

$2,395 

$5,000

 $5,995 

VALUE 
$2,850 

BEST

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

$3,995

$3,250

3.8L Auto, CD, Mags

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, 
Very smart in Metallic Blue

158,000 kms, 2360cc Auto, All Extras, 7 Seats, 
Best Available

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, 
Very Tidy, Drives Well

5 Door Hatch, 1500cc , All Extras, In Silver
Exceptional Condition

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 

A CLASSIC DREAM

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

2000 HONDA CIVIC
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, Mags

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

$4,995 

BE 
QUICK

GET IN 
QUICK

BE 
QUICK

BEST 
AVAILABLE

BE 
QUICK

BE 
QUICK

BE 
QUICK

NICE CAR

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

“We advertised our bike conversions 
only in the Valley Profile and we 
are still amazed at how many 
people are coming in. We certainly 
didn’t expect the response we 
have had. There are a lot of people 
reading the paper that you don’t 
realise.

- Miles and Diane, HP Motors

Back the local paper 
that’s read cover to cover!
We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 

display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

Lawn Mowing 
& Yard Care 

business 
for sale

A well established and successful lawn mowing and yard 
care business based in Paeroa.

The clients consist of government contracting (HDC) as well 
as regular residential clientele.

Asking price is $25,000.
For more information contact Karl on 022 027 8590

Proposed Arms Act 
changes ‘shocking’
Around 300 submissions on pro-

posed new regulations under the 
Arms Act were made by Thames Valley 
Deerstalkers (TVDA) earlier this month. 

Police sought submissions before May 
4 on their proposed new regulations un-
der the Arms Act 2020 to extend over-
sight of target shooting clubs and ranges 
by requiring them to be approved or cer-
tified by the Police Commissioner.

The changes would be enacted on June 
24 and allow clubs to apply for their 
range registration by June 24, 2023.

One proposed new regulation causing 
concern is banning youth members from 
participating in shooting activities or-
ganised by gun clubs because under 16s 
aren’t eligible for a firearm licence.

However, under 16s will be able to use 
a firearm under the immediate supervi-
sion of a licence holder on private prop-
erty, hunting or on a range.

TVDA, which has just over 500 club 
members, held open days at its club-
rooms on Morrison Rd, north of Paeroa, 
on April 30 and May 2 so people could 
find out more about the proposed new 
regulations and to make submissions.

TVDA president Maureen Coleman 
told The Profile the open days were 
“great and very well supported”.

“We had lots of people come through 
and certainly a number of them men-
tioned they had seen it in the paper and 
that’s why they came along… asking on a 
range of things,” she said.

“With the open days and the club 
night, there would’ve been at least 150 
I would say come through. There were 
youngsters, there were hunters, there 

were target shooters and farmers.”
Maureen said those who attended 

were “blown away” and “shocked” by the 
Police proposals.

“They were sort of shocked at the level 
the police were going to hammer the 
people who were doing the right things,” 
she said.

“That is the one thing that really came 
through loud and clear, people were just 
blown away, this is just bloody ridicu-
lous.

“They’re talking about legal ranges that 
are certified by Police and yet they’re try-
ing to minimise who can use them.”

Maureen said the regulation involving 
banning under 16s to use guns at shoot-
ing ranges could come into effect earlier. 

“With the under 16s, whether that was 
something that was going to come into 
effect as at 24th of June or whether po-
tentially there will be a phase-in period 
over that registration,” she said.

“Because ultimately if we didn’t apply 
until the 10th of May next year, which 
would be within that 12 month time-
frame, we should still be able to keep op-
erating under our range standing orders.

“But once the final say comes out, the 
Police may impose that under 16 crite-
ria… on the 24th of June this year.”

Maureen said she hoped police would 
reconsider the new regulations before 
June 24.

“Hopefully with the number of sub-
missions and the voices heard they’ll see 
sense and realise it’s not a good move but 
all you can do is have your say and hope,” 
she said.

“At this stage we’ve had no feedback 
or directive that [Police are] certainly re-
considering.” 

By GORDON PREECE
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With Aotearoa’s borders re-open, there’s a much 
bigger chance of catching the flu this winter. Getting 
a flu jab is your best defence and it’s FREE if you’re:

•  Aged 65 and over
•  Māori or Pasifika aged 55 and over
•  Pregnant

Talk to your doctor or local pharmacy 
0800 611 116 | health.govt.nz/flu

Protect yourself and 
your whānau this winter
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

Kerepehi Offers Over $770,000

• 4 brms, polished floors, large family bathroom
• Fire place, heat pump, insulated, good carpet
• Double garage, storage shed, 1346m2 section

RN1424 1214

Paeroa Offers Over $1,100,000  (Inc GST)

• Rural House and Land Package
• 5859 sqm (more or less) sloping section
• 4 bedroom home to be built on site

RRP223 1224

4 Maramarahi Road, Thames Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 11-11:30AM

NEW

LISTING

New Home Buyers take notice. If you are in the market for a new home with all the modern comforts then this
is the place for you. Apart from the polished native timber floors and a small bit of the back wall the whole
place is brand new. Everything has been done from top to bottom, inside & out.

RT5707 - PHILIP JUDD 027 449 7132 113

Paeroa Offers Over $569,000

NEW

LISTING

• Two brms, open plan living with heat pump, HRV
• Wet floor shower, Single internal access garaging
• 432m2 (more/less) easy care private section

RG1959 1112

Paeroa Offers Over $580,000

• 2 brms, open plan kitchen/dining/lounge
• HRV, single internal access garage, great patio
• 384m2 (more or less) section

RG1956 1112

602 Queen Street, Thames Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

NEW

LISTING

Price Guide: Offers over $690,000. Positioned right in the heart of town, you are within a 300m stroll of both
the Supermarket and the Main Street. This well loved and cared for home comes with a log fire, ceiling &
underfloor insulation and is bathed in all day sun.

RT5706 - PHILIP JUDD 027 449 7132 1113

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under REAA 2008 Helping grow the country

pggwre.co.nz/MOR35921

NEW LISTING

MATATOKI, THAMES-COROMANDEL 142a Matatoki Road
Home Sweet Income

Wake up to the sound of birdsong, snooze under starry skies. Charming 1940m2 property just 11.7 km from town. Peaceful and private
with lovely panoramic rural views. Beautifully renovated with all mod cons and ample garaging connected to the main dwelling by a
large enclosed/central courtyard. French doors open from living room and master bedroom to sunny sheltered decks. Main dwelling
has open plan living/kitchen/dining and three bedrooms plus sunroom, two bathrooms, office/studio, spacious laundry room and a
second standalone double garage. Offering great versatility and income options there's a self-contained Air BnB unit with private patio
and utility shed plus the business space - currently utilised as a massage room. Warm, sunny and well insulated with heat pump, log
burner, DVS and heat transfer system. Plenty off-street parking and turning space for your boat, caravan or motor home. Attractive
gardens have trees, shrubs, an orchard and above ground swimming pool and spa.

AUCTION
(Unless Sold Prior)
1.00pm, Tues 14 June
On Site - 142A Matatoki Road, Matatoki

VIEW
11.00-12.00pm, Sunday 22 & 29 May

E johan.vandeput@pggwrightson.co.nz
M 021 964 070
Johan Van de Put

E emma.muir@pggwrightson.co.nz
M 027 210 1803
Emma Muir

RURAL | LIFESTYLE | RESIDENTIAL
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In Brief
WORLD CUP DISPLAY
The Women’s Rugby World 
Cup trophy will be on display in 
Ngatea and Paeroa in coming 
weeks as part of its na� onwide 
tour ahead of the Women’s 
Rugby World Cup tournament 
kicking off  in October. NZ Rugby 
said Black Ferns would a� end 
Paeroa Domain’s trophy display 
but was yet to confi rm who. The 
trophy will be at Paeroa Domain 
on May 18 from 12pm to 2pm, 
with a primary school rippa 
rugby day also held from 10am to 
3pm. On May 25, the trophy will 
be at Ngatea Domain with the 
Thames Valley Secondary School 
Girls Rippa Tournament from 
10am to 3pm.

SCOPE FOR SEAGLIDERS
A smooth, quiet, emission-free 
ride from Thames-Coromandel 
to Auckland’s CBD in 30 minutes, 
cos� ng around $30, could one 
day be reality. A New Zealand 
consor� um has announced 
it will be purchasing a fl eet 
of 25 seagliders which will 
ini� ally operate out of Auckland 
and Wellington.  Delivery is 
expected around 2025, Thames-
Coromandel representa� ve on 
the Waikato Regional Council, 
Denis Tegg said.

MATARIKI HIKOI
Waihī schools will be holding 
their annual Matariki Hikoi in 
town on Friday, June 3. The 
students will be mee� ng at the 
pumphouse at 11.45am, where 
they will gather for a karakia and 
storytelling, before walking down 
the main street. They will return 
to the pumphouse for waiata and 
lunch. All welcome.

Community bus passengers wanted
By GORDON PREECE

More passengers and their 
donations are welcome 

aboard the Paeroa Community 
Bus as the committee searches 
for a new vehicle.

Secretary Val Sparks told 
The Profi le a new bus was their 
“biggest desire” because the 
current bus, which had operat-
ed for nine of its 29 years serv-
ing Paeroa’s community, was 
getting “old and rattly”.

“Because of Covid, the [pas-
senger] numbers have been 
down so much… but [the bus 
is] there and available for those 
people. It’s an amazing ser-
vice,” she said.

“We can take seven passen-
gers, including one in a wheel-
chair… we do Friday shopping 
around town in Paeroa; Tues-
day we go to Thames for shop-
ping; and if people want to go 
for an outing and they can’t 
get into a car, their family take 
them. 

“We have roughly 10 volun-
teer [drivers]... but the bus is 
owned by the community so 
therefore anybody is eligible to 
drive it.”

Val said the Community Bus 
began operating 29 years ago 
after a Red Cross survey of 
Paeroa revealed transport was 
what residents needed. 

“So [Red Cross] bought a 
bus from the Thames Hospital 
Board…with a hoist which is 

very important for wheelchair 
access… and it started off  every 
Friday picking up people from 
their homes taking them shop-
ping in Paeroa and that’s been 
doing that every week ever 
since,” she said. 

“We’ve taken people up to 
Auckland Airport; the bus has 
taken people on outings for 
concerts in Hamilton…they just 
absolutely love it.”

Val said passengers are re-
quired to make a donation, 
which varies per trip, to go to-
wards the new van and to con-
tinue going towards some of 
the operation costs for the cur-
rent bus.

“We ask for donations and we 
suggest the amount… it’s $10 
per person to go to Thames but 
that could defi nitely change,” 
she said.

Val said the bus committee 
were under the umbrella of the 
Paeroa Community Support 
Trust, while their “wonder-
ful” sponsors Tony Richards 
Toyota, Lynch and Partners, 
Coombe and Associates Lim-
ited, and Advance Insurance 
Services contributed greatly. 
DETAILS: To contact the Paeroa 
Community Bus, phone Val 
Sparks on: 07 862 7346.

Volunteer driver Kim Reid, right, escorts passengers off  the Paeroa Community Bus at Countdown.       Photo: GORDON PREECE 

Thames, 59A Totara Valley Road 

Section Only

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/59a-totara-valley-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

Asking Price $440,000 

Te Puru, A2/473 Thames Coast Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/473-thames-coast-road-te-puru

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 -

Asking Price $290,000

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 207 Centennial Avenue
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/207-centennial-avenue-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $830,000

Thames, 102 Karaka Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/102-karaka-road-thames

Open Home Saturday 12.30pm - 1pm

3 2 2 2

Asking Price $835,000 

Thames, 201 Robert Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/201-robert-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 2 2 -

Price by Negotiation

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Thames,19 Puriri Valley Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/19-puriri-valley-road-thames-1

Open Home Thursday 12pm - 1pm

3 1 1 2

Asking Price $780,000New 

Pric
e New 

Pric
e

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz
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Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Need a vet?

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

WWW.FRANKLINVETS.CO.NZ

VALLEY EDUCATION & TRAINING 

OPEN 
DAY 

Valley Education & Training—Kopu Campus 

50 Kopu Road, Kopu  

Yo u r  S t u d y  
O p t i o n s  

3 June 22 
FRIDAY 

Join us for Coffee & Kai 
& Plan for the future 

1 0 . 0 0 A M — 2 . 0 0 P M  

 Ph or txt 078687892 ● 027 314 1577 free transport ● all ages welcome 

Boy Scouts fi nd skeleton in bush

DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profi le series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

The discovery of skeletal re-
mains in the Thames Valley 

was disconcertingly frequent 
and usually surrounded by 
mystery.

Bush craft for Boy Scouts 
took a nasty turn when they 
came across a skeleton in a 
patch of bush near the Koma-
ta Reefs Rd, about fi ve miles 
from Paeroa, in 1940.   

A hat with the name of a local 
merchant inside, a pair of light 
brown shoes, a pocket wallet 
and other personal belongings 
were recovered, but gave no 
clue to the identity of the man.

He was eventually identifi ed 
as James O’Brien, aged about 
52, gold prospector, who had 
lived at Paeroa.

He was identifi ed by his false 
teeth by Charles A Blackwood, 
dentist, of Paeroa who had re-
paired them in 1938.

The skeleton of a Māori man 
was discovered in the gravel pit 

Coromandel bush              Photo: SUPPLIED
on the Paeroa railway section 
in 1895 while men were loading 
gravel for ballasting the line. 

The bones, which were only 
about two feet below the sur-
face, were in a good state of 
preservation and from their 
size must have belonged to a 
very tall man. 

Local Māori took possession 
of the bones and interred them 
in their adjacent burial ground.

In 1910 a skeleton was found 
on the beach at Waikawau. 

No one was known to be 
missing from the district, and it 
was surmised that the remains 
had fl oated up the Hauraki Gulf 
from the sea.

The police made fruitless in-
quiries then took the remains 
to the morgue at Thames.

In 1932 two young boys came 
across a skeleton fi ve miles 
down Waihī Beach in the sands 
close to Bowentown Heads. 
A rusty gun with a name in-
scribed on it was nearby.

It was thought the remains 
were those of a man who had 

mysteriously gone missing 
from Waihī two years previ-
ously. 

Although there was a fairly 
large hole in the back of the 
skull, investigators could fi nd 
no trace of a shotgun.

Further questioning of the 
boys revealed that the story 
was a fabrication, inspired by a 
police reward of 150 pounds. It 
was believed that the skeleton 
was that of a Māori; where it 
was discovered was the site of 
an old Māori burial ground. It 
may have been buried in the 
sand for two hundred years.

A man travelling over the 
hills in the direction of Coro-
mandel in 1913 came across a 
skeleton, a pair of boots, a few 
buttons and a pipe. Recent 
bushfi res had cleared the area 
and exposed the remains.

Dr Craig thought it may have 
been laying there from 15 to 40 
years. A man had gone missing 
from the area about 15 years 
previously but identifi cation 
was impossible.

CHANGES
Oh, its so super on the Super, you can please yourself each day.
Re� rement is a special � me, the alarm clock stowed away.
The paper spread before you, the crossword all complete.
Fresh scones from the oven. Life’s rewards are sweet.

Un� l…..

This wretched Covid came upon us with its long and outstretched 
hand.
It reached around the world to encompass all, our hospitals all 
manned.
Gathering its vic� ms everywhere from as far as it could reach
With disrup� on caused throughout the world, plus Covid rules to 
breech.

All costs are now prohibi� ve, think of those families
Stretching every dollar, spiraled wages bring high price
Folks everywhere are a� emp� ng to ‘cut their cloth’ to fi t their budget
And those upon the Super fi nding life is not so nice!

As the cost for good health has become out of reach for most
With horrendous wai� ng surgery � mes, life becomes so sta� onary
We all enjoy our picturesque land from coast to coast
The answers are beyond us all – a shame we can’t eat nice scenery!

- Christi ne Forster, Waihī
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   1.  Break free of stereotypes that harm women 
and girls

2.   Challenge outdated ideas about men and 
masculinity 

3.   Support and affi  rm your mates when they do 
things diff erently         

                                   Sport brings 
communi� es together, gives us a 
sense of belonging and it has the 

power to create change.

SUPPORT
If anyone is in immediate danger Ring 111

Hauraki Family Violence 
Interven� on Network  

027-3726332
sally@hfvin.co.nz

SEXISM AND SPORT 

‘CALL IT OUT’ 

Watch this space for helpful ti ps 
week by week. 

Te Whāriki Manawāhine O 
Hauraki 

(Hauraki Womens Refuge)
0800 868 3132

Ownership changes for community hall
Paeroa Community Hall 

has become a community-
owned incorporated society af-
ter being owned by Scouts New 
Zealand.

Hall chairperson Joe de Jong 
told The Profile the hall,  for-
merly known as the Paeroa 
Community Scout & Guide 
Hall, became an incorporated 
society in November, 2021.

The change was first thought 
of 10 to 15 years ago when the 
hall was undergoing a revamp 
with a new roof, new toilets 
and a wheelchair access path-
way. 

“We strongly felt… owner-
ship should be here and [Girl 
Guides] eventually came on 
board and Scouts still didn’t 
want to because they thought 
they’d had an asset here,” he 
said.

“But over the years slowly 
but surely, Girl Guides realised 
that having property and look-
ing after property is a big drain 
on their total finances.

“The Girl Guides realised 
that earlier than the Scouts but 
they’ve realised it too now.”

Paeroa Scout Group leader 
Jeremy King said being an in-
corporated society allowed the 
hall to remain a community as-
set and have the final say if any 
changes need to be made to it. 

“It is now essentially a com-
munity hall owned by us as the 

Paeroa Rock n Roll Club DJ Ron Ogle, left, Hall chairperson Joe de Jong and Paeroa Scout Group leader Jeremy King in front of Paeroa 
Community Hall on Wood St.                                                               Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

community rather than being 
an outsourced hall that Scouts 
and Girl Guiding New Zealand 
down in Wellington have had 
on their books,” he said.

“We’ve had to pull in all the 
small users to become part of 
the incorporated society… by 
drawing in the rock and rollers, 

the camera club and the danc-
ers.

“Each of these groups has 
been happy to put somebody 
forward to help us out and the 
main thing is having their name 
written on a piece of paper say-
ing they’re part of the incorpo-
rated society.”

Joe hoped more Scout lead-
ers would join and Girl Guides 
could start again with the new 
ownership changes in place.

“There are kids here who 
want to be part of it, but we 
need the leaders… Jeremy is on 
his own basically at present,” 
he said.

“Young people have to come 
forward if they want to offer 
something to the kids, you can’t 
leave it to the seniors all the 
time. 

“Guides can come back, if 
there were leaders around, a lot 
of their stuff is still here from 
five or six years ago.”

Do   
EYE STRAINEYE STRAIN
Do you have any of the following 

symptoms when using a 
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa� gue • Light sensi� vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina� on 

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the diff erence
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)
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38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

990

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Tattoos, 4 Clever Dick, 9 Glucose, 13 Pair, 14 Hammer, 15 Bovine, 16 Harrier, 19 
Conference, 20 Audience, 21 Diary, 24 Silver, 25 Allege, 27 Emergency, 32 Airborne, 33 Dangle, 34 
Panacea, 38 Imprison, 39 Hobble, 40 Drag, 41 Hound, 42 Satin, 45 Blow hot and cold, 52 Renal, 55 
Coast, 56 Brat, 57 Topped, 58 Scenario, 61 Allergy, 62 Futile, 63 Clavicle, 66 Serviette, 68 Sleuth, 
69 Vacant, 73 Gavel, 74 Junk mail, 76 Beforehand, 81 Curator, 82 Godiva, 83 Chalks, 84 Moat, 85 
Gladden, 86 On the alert, 87 Dossier. 

DOWN: 1 Topic, 2 Triangle, 3 Shared, 4 Comic, 5 Earn, 6 Embrace, 7 Divide, 8 Canoe, 10 Lead, 11 
Cardiac, 12 Sherry, 17 Repetition, 18 Scare, 22 Behemoth, 23 Delay, 24 Spirits, 26 Lard, 28 Melodic, 
29 Absorb, 30 Unseen, 31 Hernia, 33 Debut, 35 Above, 36 Spit, 37 Fall, 43 Apollo, 44 Issue, 46 Lard, 
47 Wetsuit, 48 Outwit, 49 Ample, 50 Drenched, 51 Deceit, 52 Ringleader, 53 Norm, 54 Lookout, 59 
Agave, 60 East, 64 Venus, 65 Macaroni, 67 Emerald, 68 Sultana, 70 Manual, 71 Pariah, 72 Forked, 75 
Known, 77 Exact, 78 Deter, 79 Doze, 80 Ache.

70

ACROSS
1  Capital of Wales (7)
4  The taking and using 
of another writer’s 
words (10)
9  Sports arena with 
tiered seats (7)
13  Waistband (4)
14  Pungent bulb (6)
15  Decrease (6)
16  Spear (7)
18  Shade of colour (3)
20  Vaporised (10)
21  Foliage (8)
22  Of sound (5)
25  Earthquake (6)
26  Gun kick (6)
28  Disbelieving (9)
33  Young ruffian (8)
34  Small harpsichord 
(6)
35  Intricate (7)
39  Authorisation (8)
40  Exertion (6)
41  Dilute (4)
42  Playing card (5)
43  Secret agent (3)
45  Come very close to 
breaking laws or rules 
(4,5,2,3,4)
53  Unmatched (3)
56  Arm joint (5)  
57  Portent (4)
58  Repugnant (6)
59  Prevent from being 
known (8)
62  True (7)
63  Call off (6)
64  Food strainer (8)
67  Maintained at length 

without weakening (9)
69  Time to come (6)
70  Homing bird (6)
74  Outspoken (5)
75  Similarity (8)
77  Striptease (anag)
(10)
81  Slump (3)
83  Mosque tower (7)
84  Rich cake (6)
85  Waterproof jacket 
(6)
86  Young female (4)
87  Severe (7)
88  Hamlet (10)
89  Cost incurred (7)

DOWN
1  Hawser (5)
2  Let go (8)
3  Noisy quarrel (6)
4  Heartbeat (5)
5  Curve (4)
6  Against the law (7)
7  Slice of bacon (6)
8  Vessel’s rear (5)
10  Defrost (4)
11  Certificate (7)
12  Perfect place (6)
17  Dull, tedious and 
repetitious (10)
19  Lined chart (5)
23  Back and forth 
(2,3,3)
24  Fulcrum (5)
25  Intimidatory remarks 
(7)
27  Nervous (4)
29  Swiftest animal (7)
30  Acid neutraliser (6)

31  Small restaurant (6)
32  Stick up for (6)
34  Incline (5)
36  Stratagem (4)
37  Nimble (7)
38  Opinion (4)
44  Column (6)
46  Citrus fruit (4)
47  Ancestry (7)
48  Blacken with heat 
(6)
49  Spin (5)
50  Cut short (8)
51  Tropical lizard (6)
52  Decline in value 
(10)
53  Finished (4)
54  Reject with 
contempt (7)
55  Left at sea (4)
60  Confidence (5)
61  Aspersion (4)
65  Stiff (5)
66  Verdict (8)
68  Ignorant of (7)
69  Crack (7)
71  Movement (6)
72  Conquer (6)
73  Act properly (6)
76  Thrill (5)
78  Up in the air (5)
79  Work out (5)
80  Untidiness (4)
82  Donated (4)
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Youth Programme celebrates 95 years.
Our St John youth programmes are regularly revised and are one
of the most successful youth programmes internationally.  This year 
we celebrate 95 years of our programme in New Zealand.

Catering for 6 to 18 year olds, and providing a focus on  rst aid,
healthcare, leadership, and general life skills, we have some vacancies
ffor children looking for fun and adventure in a controlled and
supervised environment. 

Mental Health First Aid courses.
These courses continue to be popular. Thames is providing these
courses free to our community in appreciation of the support we
receive, and acknowledging the challenges our community faces
with today’s prevailing issues.

VVolunteering.
We cannot provide all that we do without the community-minded
volunteers who contribute their time, service, and knowledge. If you
have some spare time, we have a role for you; give us a call.  

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

To  nd out more information please call Nikki on:

(07) 868 0555 or email nikki.tyrrell-baxter@stjohn.org.nz

St John Thames

New hub hopes to 
boost local sport

SPORT

The newly formed Ohine-
muri Sport and Recreation 

Hub hopes to encourage sport 
and recreation participation for 
all abilities and ages.

Spokesperson Te Aroha 
McKain told The Profile the 
new hub, which is supported 
through Hauraki District Coun-
cil, Sport Waikato and Global 
Leisure, was about including 
everyone within the Ohinemuri 
community.

“The hub… is a new sport, 
recreation and community fo-
cused organisation, our vision 
statement is community-mind-
ed inclusive sport recreation 
and participation opportuni-
ties for the people of Ohine-
muri,” she said.

“With the community in 
mind, I think that’s our ma-
jor focus… getting everyone 
involved and really working 
with clubs to find their weaker 
points and how we can work 
collaboratively together to fill 
the void.

“Because we know that all 
clubs are struggling with vol-
unteers.”

Te Aroha said the hub’s vol-
untary board had four appoint-
ed members and one elected 
member, and was now seeking 
more sport clubs and organisa-
tions to be founding members. 

“We’re hoping that by the end 
of the year we’ll have a lot more 
on board and it’s all about being 
included, reading through the 
constitution, which if you’re a 
member there’s no major com-
mitment,” she said.

“Once you sign up, if anything 
it’s just beneficial for your club 
or organisation and you can opt 
out at any time.”

Te Aroha said once clubs and 
organisations signed up, the 
board could focus on their long 
term goals, which included 
finding a location for the hub 
and its facilities. 

“The idea with the founding 
members is to work cohesively 
to build, repurpose, develop, 
manage, lease and rent, and 
advocate for sport and recrea-
tion infrastructure [and] em-
phasising on sustainability. 

“So it would be the idea of 
having multi use sport facilities 
rather than one fit for purpose, 
with the idea that you’re engag-
ing in multiple sports for mul-
tiple events. 

“If we’re able to apply for ma-
jor funding for a multi-sport 
complex, a funder will look at 
us if we’re covering 20 to 30 
clubs cohesively rather than 
one individual sport.”
DETAILS: Contact Te Aroha Mc-
Kain for more information, Email: 
ohinemurisportandrec@gmail.
com, Ph: 021 145 9628.

By GORDON PREECE

Ninety years old and not out, Tom Petterd, pictured left, 
is still bowling and competing at Waihi Bowling Club. In 
1965 he won the First Year Singles, Junior Singles, and 
was in the winning Fours team, and between then and 
now, there have been a lot of bowling achievements. 
Being part of a team that won the Taranaki Open Fours 
is one of his proudest memories. The Waihi club’s 
closing day Patrons Drawn Tournament was held on 
May 7 in fine weather with prizemoney generously 
sponsored by our Patrons Tom O’Flaherty and Trish 
Hinton. This was followed by prizegiving certificates 
awarded for the seasons championship winners, with 
prizes for attendance sponsored by Tom Petterd. Work 
on the greens will continue over the winter and we look 
forward to a top notch green, and we will be inviting 
Tom to bowl the first bowl when we open our next 
season in September. We do play indoor bowls over the 
winter, which starts May 17.

Thames Valley bowler Peter Sheehan celebrated his 
99th birthday playing bowls with family and friends on 
May 7. This was the tenth time the Mercury Bay Bowls 
life member and patron has sponsored his birthday 
tournament since his 90th birthday. Bowling club teams 
throughout Thames Valley came to join in the celebration 
and we welcomed teams from Pauanui, Whangamata, 
Coromandel, Tairua, Thames Coast and Tui Park as well as 
individual players from Kerepehi, Thames and past MBBC 
members now resident in Cambridge. In perfect autumn 
conditions 18 teams of four - a total of 72 players, played 

WAIHI BOWLS

THAMES VALLEY BOWLS

The winners with Peter Sheehan, centre.    Photo: SUPPLIED

AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PAINT REFURBISHMENT OF 
CLASSIC MOTORBIKES

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE   867 7195  l  027 372 4797
                           
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
                                                            
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

Licensed Cafe
Serving L’Affare coffee

Keto & gluten free options
Available for group functions

Private meeting room 
(complimentary)

Extensive gift ware range
Pet friendly

Open 7 days 8.30am - 4pm
3815 SH2 Mangatarata

Ph: 867 3266  
E: bmattock48@gmail.com

      woodturnerscafe

woodturners
CAFE

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the Valley 

Profile are available

for purchase, contact us today!

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz 

0204 0944 853

Font  ::  Times (modified)
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K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100

SPORTS RESULTS
four games over 5 hours of bowls with Peter’s team of his 
daughter Pam Calder – a talented bowler  from Invercargill, 
his son Peter junior and life member Pam Phillips – his 
daughter Chrissie was in attendance as a helper and avid 
spectator. Peter does not use what bowlers call a “pick up 
stick” used to pick up your bowl without bending down 
each time and he was seen many times throughout the 
day picking up the bowl of one of his team mates nearly 
20 years his junior.

Peter’s team wear Rugby League golden oldies jerseys 
as their uniform in honour of PO’s association with Rugby 
League as an outstanding league player. There were 
many long time bowling friends of Peter’s as well as the 
president of Thames Valley Centre Wayne Heron (Tui Park), 
several Thames Valley board members and presidents of 
local clubs, a reflection of the manner in which Peter is 
recognised in Thames Valley Bowls. 
WINNERS: First: Graeme Gunn, Eric Tebbutt, Richard 
Purdy, Jim Newman (Whangamata) – 4 wins, 21 ends, 48 
points; Second: Peter Glass, Dale Tegg, Trevor Knight, Peter 
Mead (Mercury Bay/Kerepehi) – 3 wins, 23 ends, 38 points; 
Third: Mike Jackson, Adrian Wrigley, Mary Wrigley, Glenda 
Aitkenhead (Tairua/Thames) – 3 wins 22 ends, 56 points; 
Fourth: Mack Pene, Wayne Heron, Peter Burgess, Des 
Dwight (Tui Park/ Whangamata/Mercury Bay) – 3 wins, 22 
ends, 50 points; Fifth: David Weatherly, Pam Harris, Colin 
Everett, Alan Roberts (Mercury Bay/Coromandel) – 3 wins, 
21 ends, 38 points. Two lucky losers prizes were drawn with 
Peter Sargent’s and Sue McNeil’s teams being successful.

TVRFU Weekend Round Up. Senior A: Hauraki North  
10-8 Coromandel. Thames 38-13 Whangamata. COBRAs    
WBD-LBD Waihi Athletic. Paeroa 27-20  Waihou.
Senior B: Mercury Bay 50-7 COBRAs. Thames WBD-LBD. 
Waihou. Ngatea 26-29 Waihi.

THAMES VALLEY RUGBY



18 THE VALLEY PROFILE, May 18, 2022   www.valleyprofi le.co.nz

CALL THE EXPERTS

���� � ���� ����
������ � ���� ��������

���� ������
 � �������� ����� 
�����������

Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm

Pollen St, Grahamstown

Locally made and produced goods

021 0266 7161

MARKET

PATCHWORK, KNITTING 
� WOOL & COTTON, 

HABERDASHERY, 
FABRICS, 

JANOME SEWING 
MACHINES, 

GIFT VOUCHERS

Open Mon - Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-12pm
468 Pollen St, Thames. Ph 868 8190  

E: needlesnpinsthames@gmail.com

HABERDASHERY

FUNERALS

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

GARDEN CARE SERVICES

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

 CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Paul Hicks is Call The Gardener and 
said he planted his gardening busi-

ness last month to fi t in with looking after 
his son and coaching martial arts.

“[I’ve been planning [the business] 
since last year and did a few [landscap-
ing] courses over the lockdowns,” he said.

“I’ve always been an avid gardener, 
I’ve had a veggie garden that I’ve always 
done, I’ve always grown plants…and cut 
fl owers when I was younger.”

Paul said he is offering softscapes and 
small hardscape gardening services.

“I’ll do garden beds, lawn mowing, prun-
ing, potting plants, turning your lawn into 

a garden, weeding, edging and trimming,” 
he said.

Paul said he was looking forward to 
growing his business.

“I’m trying to develop a personal ser-
vice where I create a relationship with the 
owner,” he said.

“Our motto is Your Garden, Your Way, 
I’m not here to tell you how you should 
have your garden, I’m here to give you 
ideas of how you could have your garden 
and that’s something I like.”
Contact Paul for more information: Ph: 
028 4640 600 or www.callthegardener.
co.nz.

Avid gardener grows his business
Paul Hicks said he caters for his customers’ gardening needs.                     Photo: GORDON PREECE

Heat Pump Cleaning  
Maintenance Check 
Book now for winter 

Contact Mark 
027 839 9941 

absheatpumpcleaning@xtra.co.nz 

HEAT PUMPS

For a Personal & Professional Service 

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
• Residential Carpet     • Commercial Carpet    

• Fabric & Leather upholstery   • Fabric Protection    
• Vehicle & Motorhome Upholstery

Phone: 022 367 4921
Email: contrastcarpetcleaning@gmail.com

CARPET CLEANING

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Locally handcrafted wooden furniture - 
comfortable, durable, and good-looking

* Picnic Tables * Fish fi lleting benches 
* Animal shelters * Hen houses

* Cape cod chairs * Bar leaners * Dog
kennels * Garden benches and more
tony@peterandson.co.nz |022 065 7638

www.peterandson.co.nz

FURNITURE

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER
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CLASSIFIEDS
Situations VacantFor Sale

Gardening

Public Notice

Firewood, Pine, $100 
per cube. Ph Steph 027 
385 2806 or Mark 027 
655 8661

Stump Grinding. All 
sizes, all areas. Free 
quote. Ph 021 060 7659

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES
ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

MEET THE LOCALS

Introduce your business/service to new 
farming families arriving in our area in our 
Meet The Locals adver� sing feature, June 1 

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz
16,000 copies delivered to every 

lett erbox in Hauraki-Thames 
Valley every Wednesday

With a 1/4 page or larger booking you are welcome to supply 
editorial of up to 250 words and a photo

Booking deadline, Monday, May 20

Now 
taking 

Classifi eds
Place your 
ad today!

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Garage Sales
Monster Combined 
Garage sale. 58 Corona-
tion St, Paeroa. Sun 22 
May 8am

Clapp
Nicole

M 0276 409 005
P 07 868 9820
nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd
Licenced Agent REAA 2008
519 Pollen St, Thames

REAL ESTATE AGENT

“
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Local journalism 
depends on you! 
We rely on advertising to fund your 

local news - place your classi�ied, 
display ad or advertorial with the Valley 

Pro�ile and get results!

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad from 
just $35 + GST per week* and one of 
our professional reporters will write 
a story about your business at no 

extra cost.

SPECIAL OFFER!

*Terms and condi� ons apply
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WASTE REMOVAL

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

WALLPAPERER

Singer Premier sewing 
cabinet, $100. Ph 021 
146 7494.

LIFE EDUCATION TRUST
WAIKATO EAST

A.G.M
Our A.G.M will be held at 5.00pm on 

Thursday the 9th of June 2022 at 
Coombe & Assoc.

Cnr William & Marshall St, 
Paeroa

All Welcome

Tutoring

Situations Vacant

Full time mentor role working across the 
Thames/Kauaeranga Community 

Kura/Schools. 
This role will involve working closely 

with taiohi/youth, whānau and schools to 
support engagement with learning and 

successful pathways.
For more information, please visit 

www.thamescol.nz/vacancies
Contact Jordan Palfrey 07 868 8117 for info

Te Hononga
- Kaihoe

Check & Connect 
Mentor

I’ve been blown away by the response 
from my Experts ad… I get three to four 
enquiries a week, which is a lot because 
they are big jobs. When 
the advertorial went 
ahead, that just 
turned the heat up 
on it so the amount 
of phone calls 
increased
 - Stan, That Painter         

ENGLISH 
LESSONS
for school students

 & adults, IELTS.  
$30 per hour, based in 

Paeroa, first lesson free.  
Phone Lisa 021 151 4353 

www.aim4ways.co.nz

Foundry
Production
worker

A&G Price have a vacancy in their foundry
department and require a hardworking, reliable

worker who is physically fit and not afraid of
hard work.  No previous experience required as

all training will be given.
  If this sounds like you, please email your cv to

our Production Manager at:
jacob.tyrrell-baxter@agprice.co.nz

or call in to our reception and fill out an
application of employment form

Production 
Welder 

Vacancy
A&G Price is looking to fill a full-time role as a

production welder at our Thames site.
This role would best suit an entry level welder

looking to build on their welding skills.  The role
is casting repair using SMAW & GTAW welding

methods.
  If this sounds like you, please email your cv to

our Production Manager at:
jacob.tyrrell-baxter@agprice.co.nz

Alternatively, call in to our reception and fill out
an application of employment form

Part time driving positions available 
for school runs in the Hauraki 

Plains, Thames and Waihi areas. 
Full training will be given however 

you will need to have held a full 
class one drivers licence for at least 

2 years.
Full training will be given. Drug and 
Alcohol testing and police checks 

apply.
If you are interested in joining 

our growing team, please contact 
Joanne at Go Bus on 021 747 191 
or Joanne.burman@gobus.co.nz 

for more information.

We are currently looking for relief paper 
delivery people in Thames, Paeroa and 

Waihī. Please contact us
admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Display cabinet, full-
sized solid pine china 
cabinet, with two glass 
doors and two drawers, 
in excellent condition, 
$550 ono. Located 
Puriri, Ph 021 145 4735

enquiries a week, which is a lot because 
they are big jobs. When 
the advertorial went 

 - Stan, That Painter         
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SPORTS
Mental focus sees rhythmic gymnast podium
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Toning down the ‘pizzazz’ 
has proven to be the best 

thing for a rising star of rhyth-
mic gymnastics.

Using the isolation of the na-
tionwide Covid-19 lockdowns 
to her advantage, Hauraki 
Plains College Year 13 student 
Alysha Read has already won 
two championships this year 
- a personal record for the 
17-year-old. 

She placed first overall at 
the senior competition at her 
home gym of Counties Manu-
kau, as well as at the Tauranga 
Midland Championship. 

The wins have not only set 
her in good stead for the New 
Zealand nationals this July, 
but prove how sometimes si-
lence can make the biggest 
noise.

“I love performing and I al-
ways want to do a little extra… 
[but that] is when things go 
wrong because then I throw 
too high,” she told The Profile.

“I get so excited and so crazy 
when I compete, just because 
of the crowd and the energy, 
but not having all those extra 
things [during Covid] really 
helped me use my mind.” 

Alysha has been training in 
gymnastics since 2010, back 
when she was six, but admit-

ted she only recently realised 
how “massively mental” the 
sport is.

“It takes everything. You use 
everything,” she said.

“It’s massively mental be-
cause if you lose focus for even 
a second, or you drop some-
thing, you could ruin the entire 
routine, which has happened 
to me so, so many times. 

“So, that’s something I’ve 
learned to manage this year.”

As a rhythmic gymnast, Aly-
sha competes in four floor rou-
tines: ball, hoop, clubs, and 
ribbon.

The Counties Manukau com-
petition was one of the first 
championships since lock-
down that featured big crowds, 
she said, so keeping her focus 
was crucial.

What helps is listening to the 
music - and Alysha had a vi-
brant repertoire for her perfor-
mances, including The Jack-
son’s Blame it on the Boogie 
for ball, and the unique choice 
of Glory, by alternative rock 
band The Score, for ribbon.

“It’s such a small commu-
nity and everyone knows eve-
ryone’s routine, especially if 
they’re memorable,” she said.

“Even the judges said [the 
routines] were so fun to judge.” 

And with each routine being 
90 seconds each, Alysha - who 
is coached by Tracey Redhead 

and Elena Pirozhenko - said 
the sport was also very “de-
manding” in terms of physical 
fitness. 

“It’s full exertion for a min-
ute and a half; you can’t slow 
down.” 

The New Zealand nationals 
will be held in Invercargill this 
July, and Alysha’s goal is to 
win them.

She also encourages more 
athletes to give the sport of 
rhythmic gymnastics a go. 

“It would be amazing to see 
the community grow, especial-
ly as a lot of competitors that 
I’ve been with for 10 years are 
starting to retire. 

“People love to watch the 
sport, and it’s so different and 
really helps with everything,” 
she said. 

“It’s given me a lot of confi-
dence.” 

Rhythmic gymnast Alysha Read, 17, dazzles at a recent competition. BELOW: Performing her hoop routine.   Photos: SUPPLIED
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

*$106.79/week based on Baleno SE Auto, $24,990 plus ORC, total amount payable $27,872.19, nil deposit 3.9% 
p.a. fi xed interest rate and 5-year term. On payment of on-road costs to the Dealer, fi nance payments include a $305 
documentation fee and $10.35 PPSR fee. Suzuki Finance lending and credit criteria apply. Off er available 1-31 March 
2022. Excludes fl eet purchases, demo vehicles and all other promotions. www.suzuki.co.nz


