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BUS LINKS PLANNEDBUS LINKS PLANNED
Proposed bus routes include Waihī to Paeroa, Thames to Hamilton, Coromandel to Thames

Waikato Regional Council have opened 
public consultation for proposed new 

bus services to connect towns in the Thames-
Coromandel and Hauraki districts.

A council report said further community 
consultation would be required for exact 
routes, bus stop locations and operating 
times of the service, which could begin in 
January, 2023.

However, a council report showed possible 
routes included a return service every two-
hours from Waihī to Paeroa and morning 
and afternoon services between Thames and 
Te Aroha, with connections to Hamilton.

It may also include connections for com-
muters from Ngātea and Paeroa into Thames, 
and routes from Thames to Coromandel, 
Whitianga, Tairua and Whangamatā.

The buses are expected to be the same size 
as the Thames Connector bus, and fares may 
cost as little as $5, with seniors holding a Su-
perGold Card travelling for free.

The proposed bus services will cost 
$163,000 in the 2022-23 year if council can 
secure 51 per cent of the cost from Waka Ko-
tahi NZ Transport Agency (NZTA). 

The cost of the service will be funded 
through a targeted rate for Thames-Coro-
mandel and Hauraki residents. 

Coromandel MP Scott Simpson said his 
electorate was “sadly lacking” in public 
transport and the proposed bus service was 
a start but it was late and he suspected it was 
going to be costly.

“I’m always disappointed when I hear gov-
ernment representatives talking about how 
they want to have more people using public 
transport and they want to have fewer cars 
on the road,” he said.

“When I look around the Coromandel elec-
torate, the opportunity to ride on trains or 
use public transport is almost non-existent.”

Thames-Coromandel councillor Denis 
Tegg told The Profi le there was a “real appe-
tite” for more public transport.

“Frankly, for people in outlying towns or 
even in Thames itself getting from Coroman-
del to Thames or the East Coast to Thames, 
public transport is just not possible,” he said. 

“So all that connectivity and social connec-
tion just doesn’t happen.

“Then there’s the added problem with peo-
ple wanting to get to Hamilton - it’s almost 
impossible to do that using [current] public 
transport.”

The consultation also includes the public 
having their say on whether the proposed 
bus services are paid for directly through 
regional council instead of district coun-
cil rates. This would mean district councils 
would no longer be responsible for raising 
public transport funds and passing them on 
to regional council.

Mr Tegg called this current process “clum-
sy” and “cumbersome”.

“You’re basically having a lot of confu-
sion in the public as to who’s responsible, so 
there’s quite a strong support to change that 
model,” he said.

“The other thing to emphasise is that if the 
regional council took it over, the rating that 
the district council imposes would end, so it’s 
not as if the ratepayers get it twice.”

If the rating changes were enacted follow-
ing public consultation, the rating for new 
public transport services in Thames-Coro-
mandel and Hauraki districts would be col-
lected by regional council from July 1.

The proposal is part of Waikato Regional 
Council’s amendment to its 2021-2031 Long 
Term Plan. The public can have their say un-
til April 30 before council hold hearings and 
deliberations on the amendment on May 23 
and make their fi nal decision on June 20. 
DETAILS: A webinar will be held at 6pm on April 
7 to give residents and ratepayers with more 
detailed informati on about the proposals and 
an opportunity to ask questi ons. To register for 
the webinar and make an online submission, 
visit: waikatoregion.govt.nz/yourvoicematt ers.

The proposed new bus routes
 Image: SUPPLIED/WRC

Commuters could catch a bus 
between Hauraki and Thames-
Coromandel towns as early as 
January next year if proposed new 
bus services get the green light. 
GORDON PREECE reports
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.
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CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 

advertisements in The Valley 
Profile, then email admin@
valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/txt 
027 396 2459 with your full 
name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in the 
draw to win a Lotto ticket. Last 
week it was in the Goldfields 
ad.

Quality 
kitchenware and 
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612 Pollen Street 

Thames
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Fresh NZ 
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The Valley Profile is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 16,000 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
letterbox, reaching approximately 
35,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast, 

Waihī and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribution around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

Hauraki Anzac parades canned
Anzac Day civic parades 

around the Hauraki have 
been cancelled to mitigate the 
spread of Covid-19, despite there 
no longer being limits on num-
bers of people for outdoor events.

Hauraki’s public commemora-
tion parades have ordinarily been 
held in Paeroa, Waihī, Ngatea, 
and Kaihere/Patetonga every 
year on Anzac Day, April 25.

However, Hauraki District 
Council made the “difficult” de-
cision to cancel its civic parade 
events in light of the Omicron 
outbreak in New Zealand.

Dawn services, and other ser-
vices run by each town’s respec-
tive RSAs, will be able to contin-
ue under each RSA’s judgement. 

The Thames civic parade will 
be held as usual in Pollen St at 
9:45am, followed by a 10am ser-
vice.

Hauraki district Mayor Toby 
Adams said having to cancel civic 
parades was “a crying shame”.

“We know that Anzac brings 
out some of our most vulnerable 
members of the public, and we 
didn’t want to put them at risk,” 
he said.

However, case numbers in the 
Hauraki, which sat at 285 active 
cases on Sunday, were a factor 
that led to the decision to cancel.

“We made the call quite early 
on and contended with: have 
we got enough time to get some 
road closures in place? But noth-
ing has really changed as far as a 
health perspective… the health 
risk is still too great,” Mayor Ad-
ams said.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Waihī RSA president Ellen 
Henderson believed the council 
had made the decision to cancel 
its civic parades too early, and 
possibly should have waited an-
other four weeks. 

She invited people to attend 
the Waihī RSA’s service at 11am 
on April 25, where they would be 
having a small parade around the 
building, followed by lunch.

In a report presented to coun-
cil at its meeting on March 30, 
around $11,908 is spent on traffic 
management costs on Anzac Day 
- based on last year’s services and 
parades throughout the district.

Around $4660 is also spent on 
setting up town halls, band ser-

vices, advertising, and wreaths.
With that in mind, councillors 

decided to donate $1500 to the 
three RSA Poppy Day Appeals in 
the district - at Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, and Waihī. 

They also voted to allocate up 
to $1500 to work with actor Mark 
Wright on a video commemora-
tion in lieu of the cancelled ser-
vices. 

The video will include writing 
and recording a series of Anzac-
related monologues, and work-
ing with the local RSAs to record 
videos from returned servicemen 
and other members.

The video would be for use on 
council’s online platforms, and be 

funded through existing budgets.
Last year’s civic parades were 

able to run as planned, but when 
Covid-19 first arrived in New 
Zealand in March, 2020, all 
Anzac Day services around the 
country were cancelled. The na-
tional Poppy Day appeal was also 
postponed for the first time since 
1922.

This led to people “standing 
at dawn” in their homes or at 
the end of their driveways - an 
act Mayor Adams said was “one 
of the most memorable services 
we’ve had”.

 

There will be no Anzac parades in Hauraki this year.                       File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Installations. 
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PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Signatures amassed in support of widow
Good news could be just 

around the corner for Car-
rie Geng, who feared deporta-
tion following her husband’s 
tragic death in February. 

Now, progress has been made 
to grant a residency, though 
by Monday morning, it hadn’t 
been made official, Carrie told 
The Profile.

Carrie, 30, and her husband 
Henry Lin were both injured 
when their car crashed into a 
tree along Puketaha Rd, east of 
Hamilton, in February. 

Henry subsequently died 
from his injuries, aged only 31. 

Carrie is originally from 
northern China, but has lived in 
New Zealand for eight years.

Last week, she told The Pro-
file her partnership visa was 
set to expire this month, and 
that her residency application 
was in its “final few steps when 
Henry was taken”.

That meant her New Zealand 
residency application was sud-
denly “in limbo”.

Immigration New Zealand’s 
general manager border and 
visa operations Nicola Hogg 
told The Profile that the agen-
cy empathises with the stress 
caused by the loss of a loved 
one. 

“Unfortunately, in these cir-
cumstances when the principal 
applicant passes, and there’s a 

Carrie Geng with the 700-plus signatures received for a petition asking Immigration New Zealand to keep 
her in the country.                           Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

residence application open, the 
secondary applicant is advised 
that they will need to reapply as 
the principal applicant. 

“If the secondary applicant 
was dependent on the prin-
cipal applicant for their right 
to remain temporarily in New 
Zealand, they are then given an 

opportunity to consider what 
changes to their visa status they 
will need to make to become eli-
gible as a principal applicant.”

Nicola said in the past when 
such situations have occurred, 
the application may be re-
ferred to a delegated decision 
maker who may decide to grant 

residence or temporary status 
changes. 

“Immigration New Zealand 
works hard to be as facilitative 
as possible in these types of dif-
ficult circumstances,” she said.

Carrie said an official resi-
dency visa hadn’t been granted 
as of Monday morning, but she 

is optimistic about the outcome.
In the meantime, more than 

700 people have signed a peti-
tion asking for Carrie to be able 
to stay in the country. 

Signatures had been obtained 
from Te Aroha, Waihī, as well 
as the local community. 

“All the people have shown 
their support, shown a big hug 
to me, and support me being 
here. Every day, they come in 
and buy something small and 
tell me it’s good to have me 
back,” she said. 

“I can’t make a big contribu-
tion to the whole country, but 
I’ve contributed to this local 
community. That’s what I can 
do, and I try my best.”  

Carrie started work at Coin 
Save Paeroa six years ago, after 
studying business in Auckland.

It was in the city where she 
and Henry wed little more than 
two years ago at Settlers Coun-
try Manor.

“I can’t make a big 
contribution to the 

whole country, but I’ve 
contributed to this lo-
cal community. That’s 

what I can do, and I try 
my best.” 

- Carrie Geng
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Hauraki 
Repair & Reuse 

Centre
1 Grey St, Paeroa

027 6000 445

FIRST BIRTHDAY
$1 SPECIALS on clothing, books, shoes, 

DVDs, linen + more...Thurs 7th - Sun 10th
Sausage sizzle 

on Sat. 10.30am - 1.00pm
Come & see us 

for dona� ng your   
Unwanted things • Buying stuff  you need    

• E-waste recycle  
So�  plas� c & Terracycle recycling   

This Saturday workshops 
Sewing repairs & clothing upcycling   

Tool repairs & knife sharpening 
(koha appreciated)

We thank you & Planet Earth thanks you.

haurakirepairandreusecentre

One year has passed since the Hauraki Re-
pair and Reuse Centre opened its doors and 
the site has grown threefold, as staff and 
volunteers continue to save good stuff from 
being sent to landfi ll.

The centre, located on Grey St in Paeroa, 
is the fi rst of its kind in the Hauraki. It is a 
hub for reuse - accepting unwanted items 
that still have life in them, and matching 
them with new homes or a new purpose. 

Whether it be furniture, clothing or renova-
tion materials, there is lots to be inspired by. 

On Saturdays, Mike Harding is in the re-
pair workshop specialising in metalwork 
and tool sharpening. Upstairs, Donna Hone 
is in the sewing room every second and 
fourth Saturday teaching people to sew and 
upcycle clothing. 

Since its inception in 2021, it has saved 
90 tonnes of resources from going into land-
fi ll. The centre has a team of six paid staff 
(3 FTE) and many more volunteers, and site 
manager Alli Mitchell said people had been 
its “biggest success”.

“Everybody wants to be here; I have to tell 
the staff to go home,” she said. “The volun-
teers are also so dedicated and the people 
who drop stuff off or buy here… if it wasn’t 

for them, we wouldn’t have anything to sell 
or to donate to other community groups.

“It’s been awesome how everyone’s got 
on board like Longridge Country Estate. We 
have helped them divert almost a tonne of 
reusable materials from the skip in just a 
few months. 

“Waihi Motors fi x weed eaters and mow-
ers for us - they get parts, we get reliable ma-
chinery to sell. It’s a win for the environment, 
businesses and community.

“Mentors Seagull Centre, Envision and 
Xtreme Zero Waste have also provided 
hands-on help and invaluable advice.”

Staff member Alison Collings, previously 
a Zero Waste educator, oversees the onsite 
Terracycle recycling programme and soft 
plastics - recyclables that aren’t collected at 
the kerbside. E-waste is also collected and 
sent to resource recovery agents. 

The centre is growing and has eyes on fu-
ture projects, such as food waste diversion 
and repair workshops.

If anyone has a specialty skill, or is into re-
pairing or repurposing, they can contact the 
centre at hrrcmanager@gmail.com or head 
down to 1 Grey St this week, April 7-10, to 
celebrate its fi rst year of business.

One year on and 90 tonnes saved

Funds raised from a school 
bake sale will be used to 

help those in need over in 
Ukraine during Russia’s inva-
sion of the country.

Waihī College students 
raised more than $1460 
through a school mufti day 
and lunchtime bake sale, with 
the funds being sent to Unicef, 
which will then distribute the 
money to those in need in 
Ukraine.

College student and service 
leader Divyash Swamy told The 
Profi le that “due to the unfor-
tunate and tragic events” that 
were happening in Ukraine, 
a fundraiser would be a good 
way for the school to contrib-
ute some assistance. 

He also found it benefi cial 
to raise awareness about what 
was happening around the 
world. 

“People might know what’s 
going on but maybe not know 
why it’s happening, so to raise 
awareness while fundraising 
made it more worthwhile in 
my opinion.”

Students brought in a gold 
coin donation for mufti, as 
well as any home baking for 
the bake sale. On off er were 
a range of cupcakes, cookies, 
and slices. 

“I’m super proud of what 
Waihī College has accom-

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Waihī ‘dream team’ supports Ukraine

ADVERTORIAL

In Brief
AWARD NOMS CLOSING
Volunteering Waikato will 
host the annual Volunteer 
Excellence Awards in June. 
Non-profi t organisa� ons 
within the Waikato region are 
encouraged to nominate an 
outstanding volunteer, or an 
excep� onal volunteer team. 
Nomina� ons are now open, 
and will be closing on April 8. 
The results will be announced 
during Na� onal Volunteer Week 
(June 19-25). Enter at www.
volunteeringwaikato.org.nz.

RATES AND ANNUAL PLAN
Consulta� on on the proposals 
in Thames-Coromandel District 
Council’s dra�  Annual Plan 
for the coming fi nancial year 
(2022/23) runs un� l Monday, 
April 11. Residents can have 
their say on the proposed 
average rates increase of 8.3 
per cent at www.tcdc.govt.nz/
annualplan2022.

FOOD WASTE SURVEY 
The Thames-Coromandel 
Food Waste Group are 
encouraging residents to voice 
their opinions as Thames-
Coromandel District Council 
explores op� ons to ini� ate a 
household organics kerbside 
collec� on service to minimise 
waste to landfi ll. A survey has 
been made to gauge whether 
the community would prefer 
a household kerbside organic 
waste collec� on (food waste 
and green waste combined) or 
a food waste collec� on only. 
The survey is available at: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
TCDCorganicwastecollec� on and 
is open un� l April 12.

plished. 
“I could not have done it 

without Wendy Shave, Waihī 
College’s arts and services co-
ordinator, and the other stu-
dent leaders here, they were the 
absolute dream team,” Divyash 
said.

“As for future goals, my main 

one would be to just get in be-
hind students and encourage 
them to give everything their 
all and to help raise awareness 
about any other events we’re 
holding in the school such as 
Pink Shirt Day, Daff odil Day, 
talent shows, and more.

“I believe that acts of service 

should always come from your 
heart,” he said.

“And by keeping this in your 
mindset, I’m sure that people 
will have all the reasons to keep 
on helping others.” 

Waihī College students raised more than $1460 for Ukraine aid through a school mu� i day and lunch� me 
bake sale.                 Photo: SUPPLIED
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We’re proposing some key changes for 2022/23 

To make sure our community 
gets the full picture, we’ve 

got a fl yer coming out to each 
ratepayer in the next week or 

so. Keep a look out for it in your 
post box or in your email inbox.

The feedback period is open 
until 4pm 2 May 2022.
For further information 
visit our website https://
weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.
govt.nz/2022-23-draft-
annual-plan/ or call into 
one of the Council offi  ces 
or libraries.

We’re asking for your 
feedback on the following 
issues: 
1. The proposed amendments 

to the budget and work 
programme for the 2022/23 
year (the proposed annual 
plan).

2. The rating impacts of the 
proposed 2022/23 budget 
and work programme for 
the 2022/23 year.

3. The proposed changes 
to the way we rate 
annual charges – to 
SUIP (separately used 
or inhabited parts) and 
resulting minor changes to 
our revenue and fi nancing 
policy.

4. Changes to our rates 
remission policies. 

5. The rating impacts of the 
proposed change to SUIP.

We’ve signalled this for a while, 
but now is the time to talk about 
SUIPs. 
What’s a SUIP, you ask? 
Great question! It stands for 
Separately Used or Inhabited 
Part. In other words, one or more 
parts of a property that can be 
separately used or inhabited. 
For example, separate dwellings 
in a retirement village, multiple 
houses on a section or farm, or 
multiple shops in one building.
What we’re proposing to 
change
Some of our rates are based 
on a set amount per property 
(called an ‘annual charge’). We’re 
proposing to charge our annual 
charge rates per SUIP, rather 
than charging per property. 
This change doesn’t aff ect 
the total amount of rates that 

Council collects, it is just a 
diff erent way of ‘slicing the 
pie’.  For 94% of properties, this 
change means they will pay less, 
while the 6% of properties with 
multiple SUIP’s will pay more. 
As things stand at the moment, 
20 houses on separate sections 
pay 20 annual charges, while 
20 dwellings in a retirement 
village only pay one between 
them, despite that retirement 
village being occupied by many 
individual households. We 
consider it’s fair and equitable to 
charge the annual charges based 
on SUIPs.
Our proposal does not change 
the way capital value or land 
value rates are charged. These 
would continue to be charged on 
the value of the property.

Changes to rating annual charges (SUIPs)

Shop owner chases thief down street
The owner of a Crown Lynn 

store in Thames’ main 
street handed out her own 
form of justice after catching a 
woman stealing from her. 

Monica Grafton, who owns 
the Crown Lynn and More 
Store in Grahamstown, chased 
the sticky-fingered thief down 
the street and scolded her for 
attempting to steal a stash of 
DVDs from the front entrance 
of the store. 

The confrontation occurred 
on March 12 during the Sat-
urday morning markets, when 
Monica’s husband Andy Lo-
max watched the woman hide 
DVDs in her handbag.

“We have suspected her for 
a while,” Monica told The Pro-
file.

“My husband with his mar-
ket stall has seen her a couple 
of times, and she’s come in and 
bought something and left. He 
came to me once and said: ‘Did 
she buy something?’ and I said: 
‘Yeah, she bought some DVDs’ 
and he was sure he saw her put 
a handful in her bag.

“On Saturday [March 12] he 
saw her again and watched her 
and actually saw her do it, and 
she turned to walk away with 
them. He shoulder tapped her 
and asked if she was going to 
pay for them, and she panicked 
and put them back,” she said.

“I was inside, so he came in 
and said: ‘I’ve seen her, she’s 
just done it’ and I said: ‘Where 
is she?’”

Monica Grafton dished out her own form of justice to a woman who was caught trying to steal from her.        Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Monica then “chased her up 
the street and told her what I 
thought about things”. 

“I did say a couple of choice 
things to her, and I said I’m 
not happy about her stealing 
and basically to not come back, 
and I said it all very loudly with 
some extra words in there so 
that various shopkeepers and 
market stallholders could hear 
me,” she said. 

“It was pretty much in the 
middle of the street so I prob-
ably embarrassed myself more 
than I embarrassed her.” 

Monica has owned the vin-
tage store for three years, and 
said this was the first instance 
of brazen theft she and Andy 
have witnessed. 

After the incident, which 
Monica chose not to report 
to Police, the woman did ap-

proach her to apologise, but 
Monica fears the public sham-
ing has done little to deter her 
from stealing again.

“It’s a real struggle right now, 
and it’s only items worth a cou-
ple of dollars, but that’s only 
from me. What’s she taking 
from the inside of other peo-
ple’s places? We’re all doing it 
real tough at the minute and 
that’s just not something else 

you want to deal with.”
According to a survey run 

by the Thames Business Asso-
ciation released in March, more 
than 52 per cent of businesses 
have experienced an increase 
in crime in the past two years, 
while 32 per cent said they had 
been a victim of crime.
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Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design    

Installation    

Service  

0800 4 EFFLUENT       www.williamsirrigation.com

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

• SEPTIC TANK 
DRAIN & GREASE TRAP 

CLEANING
• SUCTION TRUCK 

 TRUCK & HIAB 
• GENERAL CARRYING

DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST KOPU
PHONE/FAX: (07) 868 3034

AHS: (07) 868 3116 - 0274 927 148

P.O. BOX 768, THAMES 3540

Opposition to a district 
council’s decision to re-

duce the membership of one 
of its committees was labelled 
a potential “conspiracy theory” 
around the table last week.

It followed Hauraki District 
Council floating an average 
non-water rates increase of 
3.95 per cent for 2022-23.

At its March 30 meeting, pre-
sent councillors, bar two, voted 
to reduce the membership of its 
Manaaki Toiora Committee to 
encompass Mayor Toby Adams 
and five councillors.

The councillors appointed to 
the committee were selected 
as Waihī ward councillor Anne 
Marie Spicer as chair; Plains 
ward councillor Ross Harris 
as deputy chair; Waihī ward 
councillor Paul Anderson; and 
Paeroa ward councillors Rino 
Wilkinson and Jo Tilsley.

Plains ward councillor Ray 
Broad, and Waihī ward coun-
cillor Brian Gentil voted against 
the change, voicing concerns 
over the unbalanced represen-
tation of elected members, and 
potential bias leading up to the 
local body elections in October.

Previously, the Manaaki 
Toiora Committee was made 
up of all elected members. Its 
primary role is to work along-
side communities and key 
stakeholders to take action that 
positively influences the social, 
cultural, and economic wellbe-
ing of residents.

The timing and process be-
hind the committee changes 
raised questions for Cr Gentil, 
who noted that, with elections 
six months away, selection on 
to Manaaki Toiora could have 
the potential to raise one’s pub-
lic profile; however, Mayor Ad-
ams proclaimed there was “no 
secret squirrel stuff happening 
in this council”. 

Cr Ross Harris also said sug-
gesting selection on to the com-
mittee was a “political rort to 
gain votes” was “totally out of 
order”.

‘Vote Day’ for local body elec-
tions will be on October 8 this 
year, with Mayor Adams al-
ready expressing his desire to 
run for the district’s top job for 
a second term.

Candidate nominations open 
from July 15 until August 12.

Meanwhile, council has re-
leased its draft annual plan for 
2022-23.

In it, council is forecasting 
a non-water rates increase of 
3.95 per cent, and for water, 
an average increase of 7.5 per 
cent.

However, it is also consulting 
on the possible introduction of 
Separately Used and Inhabited 
Parts (SUIPs). According to 
Mayor Adams, SUIPs are ‘sepa-
rately used or inhabited parts’ 
of a rating unit. That is, for ex-
ample, retirement villages, or 
additional houses on farming 
or lifestyle properties. It would 
mean that households would 
pay their “fair share” of the cost 
of contributing to services.

Consultation closes on May 
2, and council will consider the 
final annual plan in June for 
adoption to come into effect on 
July 1.

Also at the meeting was a 
unanimous decision to grant 
$20,000 from the Plains Ward 
Community Recreational Fa-
cilities Development Fund to 
the Kerepēhi Bowls and Sports 
Club for their project to extend 
the clubrooms to enable it to 
be better used as a community 
hub and Civil Defence head-
quarters.

Council also agreed to grant 
a five-year interest free loan of 
$20,000.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Rates to rise 
while committee 
numbers drop

50 years 
of crafting
Former and current 
members of Creative Fibre 
Thames celebrated the 
group’s 50th anniversary 
with a high tea and 
displays of their crafts 
at St James Church on 
March 28. Reporter 
GORDON PREECE headed 
along for a yarn.

Twenty-seven current and former members attended the celebrations.           Photos: GORDON PREECE

Member Lee Bisset with her national award winning crafts.

Margaret Morritt, left, June Orton, Judy Wright and 
Pauline Belworthy. 

Members, Socheat Fallas, left, Margaret Morritt 
and Katherine Sangster.

Mary Speedy and Meike Schmidt-Meiburg. Former members Margaret Sander and Carol Dorrell.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2006 Hyundai Tucson
V6 Auto AWD, Top Example

$9,990

2014 Ford Fiesta
1 Ltr Auto Turbo, 

$12,990
Now Only

2012 Hyundai i45
2.4 Ltr Auto,
Our Best Value

$7,990
Only

2013 Toyota Yaris
Auto, Alloys, Economical

$12,990

$15,990

2014 BMW 320
Auto, Diesel, Low kms, REDUCED 

Now
$11,990

2010 Toyota Ractis
Auto, Low 54 kms, Mint Condition

 

$8,990

2005 Nissan Navara
2.5 Ltr Turbo Diesel, 5 Spd, Big Deck

2008 Mercedes B170
Auto, Low kms, Immac. Condition 

$10,990

Teacher, counsellor, confidante for 29 years

Glenys McKain’s last day 
teaching at Central Kids 

Paeroa was on Tuesday. Now 
she hopes she doesn’t find 
herself staring at the fridge, 
wondering what to do with 
her days.

Glenys, who lives in Te Aro-
ha, actually started teaching 
at Central Kids in 1978, after 
graduating from teachers col-
lege in Hamilton.

She worked there for little 
more than two years before 
she left Paeroa to teach in 
Whakatāne.

“I had planned on travel-
ling overseas after two years… 
but I just enjoyed it so much 
that overseas never happened, 
and I continued teaching,” she 
told The Profile.

She returned to Central 
Kids, on the corner of Arney 
and Wood Sts, 29 years ago, 
and has stayed ever since. 

“I did either want to work 
with children, or be a vet - 

Glenys McKain has resigned from her post at Central Kids Paeroa after 29 years.   Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

children or animals - and what 
do they say? Never work with 
children or animals?” she 
joked. 

“But it’s what I do, it’s who 
I am, and coming back to a 
place where you first start-
ed… those children have now 

started turning 49.” Glenys 
has taught second generation 
families, and said the children 
were a “joy” to be around.

“There’s no judgement with 
children, and they say such 
beautiful things and are such 
curious, creative people. What 

other job can you come to 
where you can have a laugh, 
you can dance, you can sing, 
you can run? You can be who 
you want to be.” 

She was part of a teacher ex-
change that took her abroad 
to South Korea for four weeks, 

and, in 2010, she was a mem-
ber of the Central Kids Paeroa 
team to win five awards from 
the organisation - with Gle-
nys taking home the supreme 
award.

Throughout her tenure, she 
has stepped into the roles of 
nurse, counsellor, and confi-
dante, and said it would take a 
bit of adjusting to adapt to life 
outside of the kindy.

“I’m really proud of what 
we’ve achieved here at 
Paeroa… one person doesn’t 
make a place on their own, so 
I will miss that camaraderie.

“I’ve kind of taken a leap of 
faith,” she said. 

“I just came to the realisa-
tion that it was important to 
have some ‘me time’, to catch 
my breath, and spend time 
with my mum who is elderly. 

“There are going to be days 
when I’m like: what am I go-
ing to do with myself? But I 
don’t know, because I’ve nev-
er had this opportunity.” 

Although Glenys has re-
signed from her position at 
Central Kids, she still has a 
spot of relief teaching up her 
sleeve. “I’m going to be real 
emotional, but I just know it’s 
the right thing for me to do.

“It’s a cliche, but I want to 
leave knowing I’ve given it 
everything I’ve got.”

A kindergarten teacher 
who has consoled, 
danced, and sung with 
hundreds of Paeroa 
children over the 
course of 29 straight 
years has officially 
hung up her hat.
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife

Rotary builds shelters for Rail Trail
Rotary’s new Hauraki Rail 

Trail shelters will soon pro-
vide a place for riders to rest on 
their journey. 

The 16 new railway station-
designed shelters are a cen-
tennial project by fi ve Rotary 
Clubs, including Thames, 
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Morrinsville 
and Matamata, and will include 
long bench seats, station names 
and interpretations of commu-
nity stories. 

The shelters will be located 
every 10km on the full length of 
the 197km trail.

Rotary Thames president 

Warren Sly said he came up 
with the idea to build the shel-
ters in 2020 after riding the 
trail in 2019. 

“I noticed there was no shel-
ter and thought it would be a 
worthwhile project for Rotary 
to look at providing some shel-
ters. So I put a proposal togeth-
er and put it to the Hauraki Rail 
Trail Charitable Trust, and they 
were very happy with the con-
cept,” he said.

“We’ve tried to make the pro-
ject as inclusive as possible. 
Iwi are looking at decorating 
the shelters, gardening groups 
are looking at planting natives 
around the shelters, and we’re 

Five Rotary clubs are involved in building sixteen new Hauraki Rail Trail 
shelters, with the fi rst one put up in Miranda.        Photo: SUPPLIED

By GORDON PREECE “There’s been a lot 
of feedback over the 
years for a need for 

shelter... Rotary came 
to us with a soluti on.”

- Diane Drummond

approaching primary schools 
to adopt a shelter.” 

Hauraki Rail Trail Charita-
ble Trust chief executive Diane 
Drummond said she was “ab-
solutely thrilled” with Rotary’s 
community partnership for the 

shelters.
“There’s been a lot of feed-

back over the years for a need 
for shelter,” she said.

“It’s a long trail and we have 
long, hot summers… and [Ro-
tary] came to us with a solu-
tion, which is just what this 
trail is all about, it’s all about 
community.

“We worked with [Rotary] 
to actually look at something 
that was trail wise and then the 
Ministry of Business, Innova-
tion and Employment (MBIE) 
came in behind them and sup-
ported that.

“We’ve currently raised 
$185,000 and are looking for 

additional funding to complete 
them all but we’re certainly 
well on the way.”

Rotary Thames raised around 
$35,000 for the project.

Diane said Rotary began 
building the shelters 18 months 
ago and after some delays, they 
erected the fi rst one six weeks 
ago at Miranda on the trail’s 
Kaiaua to Thames section.

“All going well we’re on tar-
get to have the fi rst eight done 
probably by the end of June,” 
she said.

“[Rider] numbers are grow-
ing… and trails throughout 
New Zealand are absolutely 
booming.”
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

  DUNCAN       ECO SEEDER

$29,995 +GST

18 Run Single Box Trailing
• 25mm coil tines 

• Easy access rear loading footboard

• 150mm row spacings 

• Peg roller seed / fertiliser 

   distribution units

• Sow a variety of seeds and fertiliser

G�� R���� F�� T�� S�����

HURRY, last one 
at this price!

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

WWW.FRANKLINVETS.CO.NZ

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Need a vet?
Many small water suppliers in the 

region will be caught up in the 
proposed changes to standards of drink-
ing water, the Waikato Regional Council 
says.

In its submission on the proposed 
amendments to the National Environ-
mental Standards for Sources of Human 
Drinking Water (NES-DW) and the 
Improving the Protection of Drinking-
Water sources discussion document, 
the council has asked the government to 
engage with communities and suppliers, 
so they are fully aware of compliance re-
quirements.

At a recent council strategy and policy 
meeting, there was robust conversation 
around what the proposed amendments 
would mean for small water suppliers, 
including farmers, bach owners and 
those on small community supplies. 

The amendments seek to correct gaps 
in the activities that pose risk to source 
water and provide adequate protection 
to water supplies serving less than 500 
people, therefore there will be more 
registered “water suppliers” under the 
NES-DW. 

The proposals will also require region-
al councils to map the default source wa-
ter risk management areas (SWRMA) 
for all registered drinking water sup-
plies in their region. 

Strategy and policy chair Pamela Sto-
rey said the committee approved of the 
proposed amendments in principle, 

however more information was need-
ed, and that information also had to be 
shared with those impacted. 

“We want safe drinking water for eve-
ryone – we feel very strongly about the 
need to provide for the health and well-
being of our communities,” Cr Storey 
said. 

“But we’re concerned about how this 
will work in practice. There are many 
suppliers who will be caught up in this. 
Many farms in this region supply water 
to farmhouses, and that means they will 
need to treat those supplies and follow 
the standards. 

“We don’t want this to be over-com-
plicated for our rural communities or 
costs to be too prohibitive, otherwise we 
will see wholesale non-compliance of a 
system that is set up to fail.”  

As with all the council’s recent sub-
missions to the government, it was 
noted that suffi  cient resourcing needed 
to be provided by central government to 
ensure successful implementation and 
uptake. 

“There will be a cost to the council to 
map the water areas and amend plans to 
align with the proposed amendments. 
And this cost is inevitably handed down 
to our ratepayers,” Cr Storey said. 

“We want more tools in the toolkit to 
identify what constitutes a water sup-
plier, and central government needs to 
connect closely with communities on 
this.”

Farmers could be aff ected 
by govt water proposals

RuralRural LifeLife
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Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

Ngatea Offers Over $1,050,000

NEW

LISTING

• 4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms/2 lounges
• Modern kitchen/walk in scullery/809m2 section
• Dble intrnl access grge/9x7.8m separate shed

RN1415 2624

Kerepehi Offers Over $790,000

NEW

LISTING

• 4 bdrms/polished floors/large family bthrm
• Fire place/heat pump/insulated/good carpet
• Double garage/storage shed/1346m2 section

RN1424 1214

103 - 105 Alfred Street, Thames Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 1-1:30PM

NEW

LISTING

Positioned around stunning private Park like grounds with an expansive North Facing Garden is this gracious
contemporary home that's been beautifully renovated to a high standard throughout. Built in 1946 and once
owned by the Mayor.

RT5696 - EVELYN LOWRY 021 828 384 1323

Paeroa Offers Over $630,000

NEW

LISTING

• Three brms + office, open plan living, heat pump
• HRV system, Dble garage, hobby/workshop space
• 801m2 (more or less) fully fenced

RG1957 1213

Paeroa Offers Over $450,000 (Inc GST)

• Elevated Section 1.096 hectares (more or less)
• Set in a picturesque valley on sealed road
• Subject to title

RRP222

107 Herewaka Street, Thames Offers Over $749,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

NEW

LISTING

This low maintenance brick and aluminium property comes with three bedrooms, open plan living with a
woodburner and heatpump to keep you comfortable all year round. This property is in an elevated position
giving you excellent views out over the Firth. Sit out on the deck and watch the sunsets.

RT5698 - DAVID TREBILCOCK 027 641 8556 1313

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Earthquakes shake district

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Te Puru shop and garage.                                   Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

1930
A short, sharp earth-

quake shock was felt in 
Thames, rattling windows and 
crockery and leaving people sit-
ting at their lunch tables won-
dering what had happened. 

It was so long since anything of 
the sort was felt in the area that 
most people did not recognise it 
as a quake. The shock was felt at 
Coromandel, Paeroa, Mercury 
Bay, and Waihī and all over the 
Plains, but no damage was re-
ported. The novelty soon wore 
off though as the shakes kept 
coming over the following days.

Some were slight and oth-
ers fairly severe, setting electric 
lights swinging. At Thames, 
seven tremors were felt over a 
fortnight. 

A very fine specimen of Māori  
workmanship was found by Mr 
West, of Paeroa, who unearthed 
a beautiful old mere (weapon) 
while ploughing on George Bu-
chanan’s farm at Komata, seven 
miles from Paeroa. The mere was 
practically without a blemish, 
and was made of polished blue 
stone. The handle was uniquely 

carved and the edges of the blade 
were wonderfully sharp and well 
preserved. The mere was put on 
display at Paeroa. 

A new scheme for the Mi-
randa to Waitakaruru road was 
outlined by the Hauraki Plains 
County Council. Originally it 
had been proposed to place nine 
inches of metal on the road at an 
estimated cost of £3000, two-
thirds of which was to be found 
by the Public Works Depart-
ment and £1000 by the settlers. 
This was too big a hurdle for the 
settlers, who could not find the 
money and the road had been 
left in a practically impassable 
state. The new proposal utilised 
country rock, known to the resi-
dents as ‘rotten rock,’ as a foun-
dation, which would raise the 
road above high water mark. 
On top of this would be a thick 
coating of shell deposits of which 
there was abundance. 

This would make a fair road 
with light maintenance and give 
access from Miranda for set-
tlers all the year round and allow 

cream supplies to be brought to 
the Waitakaruru factory instead 
of the long distance to Pokeno.

When two stores at Te Puru 
were broken into, eight pounds 
in money and a quantity of ciga-
rettes were stolen from Hill’s 
store, while from Galloway’s 
store, one pound and some ciga-
rettes were taken.

Members of the Hill family 
heard sounds about 1am and in-
vestigated, but found nothing 
amiss. After returning to bed, 
however, they heard a car drive 
away and in the morning found 
that the store had been burgled.

A vacant farmstead at Ow-
haroa caught the eye of a settler 
who, after an inspection, deter-
mined to buy it. This necessitat-
ed a visit to Auckland to finalise 
details. On his return he found 
that the house had had its entire 
corrugated iron roof removed. 
He promptly contacted the po-
lice at Waikino who discovered 
plainly visible tyre marks and 
deduced that a motor lorry had 
been used to take the iron away.

New Pātaka Kai at Thames kura
A new Pātaka Kai at Te Kura 

o Te Kauaeranga Thames 
South School aims to provide 
food for whānau in times of 
need.

Te Hapori Pātaka Kai is lo-
cated at the front of the kura 
on Rolleston St and is available 
for all community members to 
access and support if they have 
excess fruit and vegetables or 
are in a position to donate non-
perishable items, Whaea Janna 
Brewster said.

The free food pantry had 
its official opening on March 
18, where it was blessed by 
kaumātua Wati Ngamane.

“Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga 
Thames South School is proud 
to be associated with and sup-
ported by some wonderful com-
munity-minded people who 
have established a pātaka kai,” 
Whaea Brewster said.

“The aim is to enable whānau 
to share and access kai in times 

of need. The creation of the 
Pātaka has been a team effort 
with many members helping 
out where and when needed.”

She said the pātaka kai would 
not have been possible with-
out the $3110 raised from the 
school’s fundraising Givealittle 
page, nor without the help of 
key players. “A special mention 
to Malcolm Taylor, architect; 
builders Gail and Glen Loane; 
Johnny Shaw and Darren Mer-
chant; Taylor and Andrew Con-
naughton Roofing; Pātaka com-
mittee members for your hard 
work; Rika Turoa for his work 
alongside Andre Barlow on the 
design and building of the pou 
using totara from the kura.

“Thank you also to the local 
businesses for your support,” 
she said.

“This Pātaka is for the com-
munity of Thames and we wel-
come you to give what you can 
and take what you need.”

The Pātaka Kai kaimahi (committee) at the launch event last month.
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Thames, 402 Albert Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/402-albert-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 -

Price By Negotiation 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 207 Centennial Avenue
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/207-centennial-avenue-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 1

 Enquiries Over $830,000

Thames, 102 Karaka Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/102-karaka-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 2 2 2

Deadline Reserve Sale 

Thames,19 Puriri Valley Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/19-puriri-valley-road-thames-1

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 2

Asking Price $810,000

Thames, 300 Ensor Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/300-ensor-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 2 1 1

 Enquiries Over $825,000

Thames, 211B Baillie Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/211b-baillie-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $735,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Rail trail extension underway
Construction has started on the 
scenic Hauraki Rail Trail ex-
tension in Waihī.

The extension will continue 
from the current end of the trail 
at Goldfields Railway, to the 
central business area of Waihī, 
following the Ohinemuri River.

The project was highlighted 
in Hauraki District Council’s 
long term plan, and ward coun-
cillor Anne Marie Spicer said 
it was largely supported by the 
Waihī community.

However, the exact route be-
tween the railway station and 
Victoria St, and from Gilmour 
Lake to the town centre, is still 
under consultation with some 
stakeholders.

“Extending the route from 
Goldfields Railway into Waihī 

town via the beautiful Ohine-
muri River will make the route 
clear and safer for cyclists to 
find their way to the boutique 
shopping, cafes, and bakeries 
on offer in the CBD, as well as 
our museum and Gold Discov-
ery Centre,” she said.

A post on council’s social 
media said its works team had 
been hard at work digging out 
the route, and shaping the 
track’s base-course with aggre-
gate between Wellington and 
Montrose Streets and will lay 
aggregate along Riverbank Ter-
race next.

Extension works should have 
little to no impact on traffic, 
with most of the traffic man-
agement being a closed shoul-
der, council said.

HDC’s works team have been busy shaping the track in Waihī.

Paeroa’s Goldfields School has 
a new set of wheels thanks to 

a $30,000 donation by Thames 
Valley Rugby Union.

Principal Cameron McKenzie 
said the modified van, which 
carries seven students including 
two in wheelchairs, was “great” 
and would be “very important” 
for Goldfields. 

“There are 85 students all with 
different learning or physical 
disabilities but the students with 
physical disabilities are the ones 
who have the most trouble ac-
cessing the community, so that’s 
why the vans are so important.

“We take the students out on 
community visits, we take them 
to supermarkets, we take them 
to work experience, and we go 

to parks, so it’s a big part of our 
lives,” he said.

“The school’s grown over the 
last few years, and our needs 
have changed but we’ve got a big 
drive to get out into the commu-
nity for the students and it’s been 
a good year in the making.”

Goldfields received the 
$30,000 donation from Thames 
Valley Rugby Union last year 
with the main source of it coming 
from an auction that included a 
Swamp Foxes jersey designed by 
Goldfields students.

Mr McKenzie said when the 
Swamp Foxes announced their 
donation for the school, he de-
cided the best place to spend the 
money was on a “big ticket item”.

“We asked them if it was okay 
that we use that money to con-
tribute to pay for half the price 

of the van which was around 
$60,000,” he said. 

“Swampfoxes were really 
happy to contribute in that way, 
because it directly affects the stu-
dents and their schooling.”

Mr Mckenzie said the new van 
also featured the Swamp Foxes 
logo for the school to acknowl-
edge their support. 

“[The Swamp Foxes] thought 
that was a really nice idea, 
they’ve supported us now for five 
years so we just wanted to show 
people that we’re proud of that 
partnership,” he said.

“Thanks to the Swamp Foxes 
for their ongoing support and we 
really appreciate them thinking 
of us, all students would like to 
say thank you and we’re proud 
to have their logo on the side of 
our van.”

New van for Goldfields School
By GORDON PREECE

Goldfield School’s new van features the Swamp Foxes logo in appreciation of their support.          Photo: GORDON PREECE
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VALLEY EDUCATION & TRAINING 

OPEN 
DAY 

Valley Education & Training—Kopu Campus 

50 Kopu Road, Kopu  

N O  VA C C I N E  
PA S S  N E E D E D  

08 APRIL 22 
FRIDAY 

Join us for Coffee & Kai 
& Plan for your  Future  

1 0 . 0 0 A M — 2 . 0 0 P M  

 Ph or txt 078687892 ● 027 314 1577 free transport ● all ages welcome 

SPORTS

The diamond years of Kaihere Cricket

Something has been stir-
ring underneath Kaihere 

Cricket Club’s “laissez-faire” 
appearance. 

Whether it’s the player’s 
passion for the game, or the 
generational makeup of the 
club, or its “no d*ckheads” 
policy, the team known as 
the Cougars have tapped into 
something that makes their 
100 years of operation a rare 
feat, but an unsurprising one.

“We’re not flashy, but we 
play good cricket,” Mike Davis 
says.

This year marks the club’s 
centenary, and with the cricket 
season’s end, it also caps off 
another great result for the 
Cougars.

In March, the team won 
the Chairman’s Trophy in 
the Waikato Valley B Grade 
Championship final against 
Pirongia. It’s a back-to-back 
result after claiming the tro-
phy in 2021.

Sam Aislabie, the club’s on-
field captain and team man-
ager, says Kaihere has been 
successful in recent years.

They get two bites at win-
ning two trophies of equal 
value, one post and one pre-

because it takes administra-
tors for the game to continue,” 
Mike tells The Profile. 

“We’ve been fortunate that 
when Andy and I have finished 
up, or Bob O’Dea finished 
running the place, Graeme 
[Beagley], Mark [Harris], and 
now Sam have picked up the 
baton.

“That’s the key for a country 
sport.” 

Sam, 32, played his first 
game for Kaihere back in 
2004. He’s from a family of 
Cougars, as are most of the 
players. In fact, the club is 
“riddled with” generational 
influences, the men say, and 
they’ve often witnessed games 

where there were only three 
families on the field.

“As the older generation, 
we really appreciate what the 
younger guys are doing and 
vice versa,” Mike says. “The 
reason we do as well as we do 
is because we’re loyal, and we 
stick to our guns, come hell or

Mike Davis, left, Graeme Beagley, and Andy Davis, have all had a hand in ensuring Kaihere Cricket has a good 
team culture on and off the pitch.                                                           Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

CLUB PROFILE
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Christmas, and over the past 
10 years, they’ve won either six 
or seven of them, he says.

“We’re not trying to do any-
thing crazy on the field, but 
we do like to be able to go out 
there and take it seriously for 
the time we’re out there.”

The Kaihere Cricket Club 
was formed in 1922, with AJ 
McDonald being its main insti-
gator. He died in 1968 having 
been the club’s president since 
its inception 46 years prior.

Through the 1920s-50s, 
games were played at school 
grounds and farmer’s pad-
docks against teams from 
Waitakaruru, Hopai, Pipiroa, 
Ōrongo, Ngatea, Turua, Mara-
marua, Kerepēhi, and Kop-
uarahi. 

The club went into recess for 
the duration of World War II, 
but when players such as Mike 
and Andy Davis joined the 
club in the 1960s, there were 
still eight rival teams on the 
Hauraki Plains alone.

“As the years have gone 
by, teams have disappeared, CONTINUED ON P13

“We’re not 
flashy, but we play 

good cricket.” 
- Mike Davis

BIRTHDAY SPECIALS
To celebrate our birthday, 

the party’s on US!!!

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

6 YEARS

Celebrating

Random Shopper 
Meat Pack giveaways

Instore Birthday Specials

A BIG THANK YOU from our family for the 
amazing support from all our customers
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SPORTS
high water, and there’s been a 
bit of high water.” 

Andy says cricket is a game 
where success isn’t easily 
found, but at the moment, the 
team spirit is the best it’s ever 
been.

It all boils down to having a 
good team culture, Sam says, 
and there’s a recurring theme 
that players without good per-
sonalities never seem to stick 
around.

“You see a lot of club teams 
that have two or three good 
players that do everything: 
they do all the batting, do all 
the bowling, get all the runs, 
get all the wickets, and it’s not 
like a selfish thing, but it is re-
ally hard to get people to come 
along who aren’t going to be 
doing much,” he explains.

“So, the way we’ve always 
run the team is that most guys 
will get a chance to have a bat 
or a bowl. Participation is re-
ally important, everyone’s got a 
role in the team, and everyone’s 
contributing, so I think that’s a 
real strength of ours.”

The others agree.
“There’s been a lot of people 

in the club that haven’t had 
a hell of a lot of success, but 
they’ve continued to play and 
have enabled the rest of us to 
carry on,” Andy says.

“There’s a pride in playing 
for a team,” Mike adds, “and 
Kaihere has always been a 
team.” 

Throughout its 100 years, 

In March, the team won the Chairman’s Trophy in the Waikato Valley B Grade Championship final against Pirongia.                     Photo: SUPPLIED

CONTINUED FROM P12

the club has been helped along 
by many players and admin-
istrators, including former All 
Black Bob O’Dea, who, in the 
record books, was said to have 
smashed five centuries in the 
1952-53 season.

Now, with the likes of Graeme 
Beagley putting time and ef-
fort into secondary school and 
primary school cricket, more 
young people are becoming 
interested in the game, thus 
ensuring clubs like Kaihere can 
continue going strong for an-
other century.

“What we would like to see is 
the return of more Thames Val-
ley teams,” Sam says. 

“They’ve got a social competi-
tion that is around two years 

old, so it’s starting, but a big 
win for us would be to see some 
social teams start playing Satur-
day club cricket again and just 
take it that one step further.

“But the reason we’ve stayed 
around is because we’ve had a 
good culture, and we’ve had our 
focuses in the right areas,” he 
says. “We haven’t been the best 
on the field, but we’ve made 
sure to keep going.

“I’m under no illusions that 
it’s going to get hard again at 
some point, but at the mo-
ment, it’s really, really good, so 
it’s more about trying to enjoy 
these good times.” Former Cougar and All Black Bob O’Dea was said to have smashed 

five centuries for Kaihere in the 1952-53 season.
CLUB PROFILE: Want to be part of the Valley Profile’s new Club Profile 
series? Email details to kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz for consideration.

LET 
GROW YOUR PROFILE 
Ask these businesses... 

Susanna Kruger
What I like about Valley Profi le is that they provided a one-stop service 
including graphic design, photography, repor� ng and adver� sing.
Their professional presenta� on of my life and work made me feel wel-
come to join the Thames-Coromandel business community.

AJ’s Clean Up Crew
I’ve been meaning to email you for ages just to tell you that I get at 
least three to four jobs a week off  our li  le advert. Very impressive!!
Alaine

Hauraki Plains Motors
Adver� sing with The Valley Profi le is 
ge�  ng people in the door which gives 
us the opportunity to sell more.
We adver� sed our bike conversions 
only in the VP & we are s� ll amazed at 
how many people are coming in. We 
certainly didn’t expect the response 
we have had.There are a lot of peo-
ple reading the paper that you don’t 
realise.
Miles & Diane

Trinity Network
We have been adver� sing in the Valley 
Profi le for about a year now with proven 
results , the feedback from our Vendors 
and purchasers are that it’s a great local 
paper to adver� se in because of the local 
news content and suppor� ng a locally 
owned business.
Nikki and the team are great to work with 
no hassles and a very professional ap-
proach , we would strongly recommend to 
anybody thinking of adver� sing to use the 
Valley Profi le and reap the rewards.
Kerry & Adrienne

RCS
I appreciate the Valley Profi le, it’s a great newspaper, if you’re thinking 
of adver� sing I’ve had plenty of calls from people so far… so I would 
give it a shot.
Simon

Floor Solu� ons
We have found that every week we are ge�  ng enquiries for our ser-
vices and are well above what we’ve experienced with other papers
Pippa
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SPORTS

“History making”, “impossible to im-
agine”, “miraculous”, “a batting perfor-
mance never to be repeated”.

These are just a few of the words 
or phrases which have been used to 
describe the highlight of the cricket 
match played in Hamilton between the 
Hauraki Plains College and Hamilton 
Boys High School Development XI re-
cently. With Covid issues having ruled 
out several top players recently, the 
chances of Hauraki reaching the finals 
of the Division 1 Hamilton/Waikato 
Valley Secondary School’s set up would 
have matched “Lotto” odds. When the 
players left the field after both teams 
had batted out 50 overs on March 26, 
there were facts and figures in the 

scorebooks to prove that the era of 
miracles has not passed. 

After winning the toss and batting, 
Hauraki’s run quest began slowly 
against a tight bowling line up but 
when Nihindu Wickramathunga strode 
to the wicket after eight overs, the 
game began to change immediately. 

Forty-two overs later the record 
books had new figures to consider 
and his team had a chance to secure a 
previously unlikely spot in the cham-
pionship final. Anthony Barker, Cullen 
Crowe and Logan Dodunski all provided 
support for the 17-year-old Wickramat-
hunga as he smashed the luckless 
Hamilton Boys’ bowlers to all parts of 
the field.  His 263 runs, plus the team 
score of 413 for the loss of only four 
wickets, are thought to be the highest 

ever recorded in school cricket - cer-
tainly in local competitions.

Hauraki needed to restrict the op-
position to less than 240 runs to secure 
a finals spot over three other competi-
tion teams through run rate differ-
ences. This dream almost disappeared 
because of clumsy fingers plus sloppy 
ground fielding. Luckily, Cooper Green 
obliged with a great final three overs 
to allow Hauraki to scrape through to 
meet Cambridge High School on April 
2.

Match details:  Hauraki Plains Col-
lege 413 for 4 wickets. Nihindu Wick-
ramathunga 263 not out, Cullen Crowe 
32. Anthony Barker 26, Logan Dodunski 
25, Cooper Green 4/32, defeated Ham-
ilton Boys High School Development XI 
226 for 9 wickets.                - Mike Cotter

CRICKET

Nihindu ‘makes history’ with double

Nihindu Wickramathunga 
scored more than 250 runs 

for Hauraki.
Photo: SUPPLIED
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE
2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $6,995
158,000kms, 2360cc Auto, All extras, in gold,   $5,995
7 seats, Best Available
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras
1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3,295
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition   $2,995

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495
2001 NISSAN PRIMERA $4,695
245,000kms, 1998cc, CD, Air, Elecs, 
Nice Mags, In Grey with Blue Interior, 

LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY
1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995
1999 NISSAN CEFIRO $4,495
2500cc Auto, 124,000kms, All Extras BEST $2,995
2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New
1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,295
4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $1,995

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD,
Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE

2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,695
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,200

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags,  $2,995
S/wagon, Electrics, VALUE

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200
2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $2,995
2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500

2007 FORD FOCUS S/W   $5,995
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras,  VALUE $5,225
Met Blue
1990 FORD LASER GL $2,995
5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000 kms

1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
Has wiring problems, suit auto electrician
Worth repairing              REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls, 
WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
2001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE 
5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA

1997 HOLDEN VF 
COMMODORE ACCLAIM

1996 HONDA ACCORD

1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 

2005 TOYOTA IST

1997 FORD LASER

$5,850 

$2,250 

$2,295 

$3,000 

 $2,745 

VALUE $2,850 

BEST

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

$3,995

$2,850

SOLD

3.8L Auto, CD, Mags

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, 
Very smart in Metallic Blue

1500cc Auto, In Good Tidy Condition

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, 
Very Tidy, Drives Well

5 Door Hatch, 1500cc , All Extras, In Silver
Exceptional Condition

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 
LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY

A CLASSIC DREAM

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

1990 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX. 
1600cc auto, P/S, CD, New WoF & Rego. Very tidy in 
silver. First in will buy.

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

$5,500 

MASSIVE SALE NOW ON
Queen St Yard Closing • Walter St Yard is OVER STOCKED

ALL vehicles Reduced - COME & DO A DEAL
Discuss a price, terms available, trade-ins okay (Up or Down)
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45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Thames High year 10 student Chloe Paynter takes a swing. Paeroa’s Kaleb Gurnick prepares to bat.

Waihi College catcher Aidan Butler keeps his focus. Thames High’s Matthew Wilson takes a catch.

Waihi College student Daniel Oliver pitches.

SPORTS

Paeroa College year 13 student Amber Mckain throws a mean pitch.                                      Photos: GORDON PREECE

Batter 
up
The Thames Valley 

secondary school 
softball tournament took 
place on Wednesday last 
week in perfect condi-
tions. Students from 
Waihī, Thames, Paeroa, 
Coromandel and Mercury 
Bay schools displayed 
plenty of batting, pitching 
and home runs during 
the tournament. Valley 
Profile reporter GORDON 
PREECE headed along to 
Morgan Park in Waihī to 
catch the action.
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

990

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Albumen, 4 Face to face, 9 Concoct, 13 Asks, 14 Stared, 15 Poison, 16 Alchemy, 19 
Malingerer, 20 Obsidian, 21 Ebony, 24 Gather, 25 Canyon, 27 Arbitrate, 32 Artistic, 33 Precis, 34 
Special, 38 Conceals, 39 Infant, 40 Book, 41 Stale, 42 Depot, 45 Put the screws on, 52 Prowl, 55 
Macaw, 56 VIII, 57 Try out, 58 Surround, 61 At fault, 62 Aghast, 63 Anathema, 66 Frankfurt, 68 
Agenda, 69 Antics, 73 Bliss, 74 Distress, 76 Escalation, 81 Agitate, 82 Renown, 83 Ribald, 84 Firm, 85 
Attempt, 86 Degenerate, 87 Distend. 

DOWN: 1 Alarm, 2 Bakelite, 3 Netted, 4 Farce, 5 Code, 6 Typhoon, 7 Flimsy, 8 Crowd, 10 Oily, 11 
Cohabit, 12 Coming, 17 Endearment, 18 Mania, 22 Hyacinth, 23 Gripe, 24 Glanced, 26 Acts, 28 
Rainbow, 29 Fillip, 30 Beater, 31 Fallow, 33 Plans, 35 Cater, 36 Snap, 37 Dodo, 43 Exacts, 44 Osaka, 
46 Unit, 47 Trigger, 48 Extras, 49 Crypt, 50 Educated, 51 Nought, 52 Pyromaniac, 53 Opus, 54 
Ledgers, 59 Blunt, 60 Wand, 64 Affix, 65 Civilise, 67 Rosette, 68 Absence, 70 Plight, 71 Before, 72 
Ballad, 75 Theme, 77 Sabre, 78 Nomad, 79 Stop, 80 Aria.

64

ACROSS
1  Initial (5)
4  Agree to forget a 
former disagreement 
(4,3,7)
11  Venomous snake 
(5)
14  Last game in a 
competition (5)
15  Necessity, want (11)
16  Conspicuous 
wealth (8)
19  Skin bubble (7)
20  Severe pain (5)
21  Sailors’ engraving 
craft (9)
24  Numbered target 
(9)
26  Come to rest (6)
27  Gemstones (6)
31  Moral tale (5)
32  Sit astride (8)
34  Lopsided (10)
37  Small bed (3)
39  Prudent (7)
40  Elastic garment (6)
41  Dwell (6)
42  Military flute (4)
43  Spendthrift (7)
46  Defamatory (10)
51  Have (7)
55  Harvest (4)
56  Peeping Tom (6)
57  Spasmodic (6)
58  Apprentice (7)
60  Long fish (3)
62  Place of worship 
(10)
63  Organised (8)
64  Roofing material (5)

67  Die (6)
68  Turn around an 
axis (6)
69  Ladies sit (anag)(9)
74  Leftover (9)
75  Camera adjustment 
(5)
76  Army commander 
(7)
81  Predict (8)
82  Children’s game 
(4-3-4)
83  Simple song (5)
84  Motorway divisions 
(5)
85  Have an immediate 
and successful effect 
(4,4,1,5)
86  Bread riser (5)

DOWN
2  Frozen drip (6)
3  Shoe protectors (5)
5  Hand-me-down (4)
6  Less old (7)
7  Employing (6)
8  Abode (4)
9  Persistent 
determination (8)
10  Keyboard user (6)
11  Loan security (10)
12  Financial institution 
(4)
13  Eternal (7)
17  Trivial (5)
18  Fiddlers (10)
22  Value (5)
23  Draw a verbal 
picture of (8)
25  Minor illness (7)

26  Apparition (7)
28  Broad-brimmed 
hat (6)
29  Phonograph 
inventor (6)
30  Short of money 
(4,2)
33  Coral island (5)
35  Clothe (5)
36  Silent (4)
38  Threesome (4)
43  Least good (5)
44  Sword sheath (8)
45  Observe (4,2)
46  Entranced (10)
47  Measure of land (4)
48  Let air out of (7)
49  Homecoming (6)
50  Policy reversal (1-4)
52  Paddles (4)
53  Small frying pan (7)
54  Daytime nap (6)
59  Brochure of 
university courses (10)
61  Hold-up (5)
65  Fabric (8)
66  Body organ (5)
67  Sore (7)
70  German word for 
German (7)
71  Candle fat (6)
72  Eye part (6)
73  Spiny plant (6)
77  Banish (5)
78  Small bird (4)
79  Reach maximum 
(4)
80  Dread (4)

8 1 5 2
4 7 1 8
6 8 2

4 8 1
3 1 9 8 5 6 2

7 8 3
7 8 5

5 6 4 7
8 1 9 6

8 3 1 5 9 4 6 2 7
9 4 2 3 7 6 1 8 5
5 6 7 8 1 2 3 9 4
4 2 8 6 3 5 7 1 9
3 1 9 4 8 7 5 6 2
6 7 5 1 2 9 8 4 3
2 9 3 7 6 8 4 5 1
1 5 6 9 4 3 2 7 8
7 8 4 2 5 1 9 3 6

9 2 7
7 6 1

1 4 3 9
5 9 3
9 6

3 6 4
8 1 3 2
3 7 5

6 7 1

3 5 9 6 2 1 8 4 7
4 7 6 8 9 5 2 1 3
1 2 8 7 4 3 6 9 5
5 6 7 9 8 4 3 2 1
9 4 2 3 1 7 5 8 6
8 1 3 2 5 6 9 7 4
7 8 5 1 3 9 4 6 2
2 3 1 4 6 8 7 5 9
6 9 4 5 7 2 1 3 8

9 6
8 6 3 7

1 4 6
1 7 5 6
9 1

6 1 5 8
3 2 9

5 3 2 9
4 5

4 3 9 7 2 6 8 1 5
8 1 6 3 9 5 4 7 2
5 2 7 1 8 4 6 9 3
1 7 8 5 3 2 9 6 4
9 4 5 8 6 7 3 2 1
3 6 2 9 4 1 7 5 8
6 8 3 2 5 9 1 4 7
7 5 4 6 1 3 2 8 9
2 9 1 4 7 8 5 3 6
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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 SUDOKU               44

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                 64

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Bring in your own containers to re-fill
or use our brown paper bags.

580 Pollen Street, Thames

@restorewholefoods

Now online for click & collect or delivery
North Island wide

www.re-store.co.nz

www.re-store.co.nz

Now online for click & collect 

or North Island delivery

 All your pantry essentials without the plastic
Cleaning products and personal washes for

re-fill 
Sustainable personal hygiene options

Custom made gift boxes for all occasions
Now stocking frozen organic fruit & veges

 & Premium NZ pet foods

a locally owned & operated bulk foods and household refill store
with a focus on sustainability and reducing unnecessary

packaging..

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the 
heart of Coromandel”  

558 Pollen St, Thames.  Phone 868 6105       www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames        Instagram@walter_andco

Refl exology can improve:
• Poor circula
 on 
• Broken sleeping 
   pa� erns
• Muscle tension
• Mental health issues
   - stress & anxiety
• Headaches, migraines  
• Sinuses SHANNON SIDDINS

021 0818 6434

Refl exologist, DIP Refl exology, A & P Level 5
@refl exologybyshannon #refl exologybyshannon

Cnr of Marshall & Hughenden Sts, PAEROA

Gi�  Certi� cates Available

Heal and relax with refl exology
“The human foot is a masterpiece of en-
gineering and a work of art,” 
  - Leonardo D’Vinci.

Refl exology is a non-invasive therapy 
given through the feet, each session 

can range from 30-60mins. I recom-
mend 30 minutes if you are new to re-
fl exology, so to establish if it is right for 
you. Refl exology is a scientifi c art based 
on the premise that there are zones and 
refl ex areas in the feet and hands per-
taining to areas of the human body. 

Refl exologists believe the entire body 
is mirrored in the feet and we use the 
refl ex points to activate the body’s natu-
ral ability to heal itself.

Very gentle techniques called thumb 
and fi nger walking are used on the top, 
sides and bottom of the feet, result-
ing in reduced stress which improves 
circulation that allows the delivery of 
nutrients and oxygen to all regions of 
the body.

Relaxation through refl exology helps 

the body to return to a state of balance 
or homeostasis and the body is able to 
function more effi ciently.
TESTIMONIALS
“I absolutely LOVED my fi rst ever Refl ex-
ology session with Shannon and I felt 
the effects from it for days later. It was 
incredible and just what this new mum 
needed. Thank you!!!!” - Peri

“I tried Refl exology because I was 
at a point where I had tried everything 
‘conventional’ to help with the pain in 
my feet but nothing has worked. I really 
wasn’t sure what to expect from Refl ex-
ology, but my feet felt alive for the fi rst 
time in nearly the years and that was 
only after my fi rst session with Shannon. 
Finally I’ve found something that works 
for me. Refl exology has helped me get 
back on my feet.” - Logan

“Refl exology is a unique experience 
for every person because every person 
is unique.” - Shannon Siddins 
Refl exology by Shannon, Ph 021 0818 6434

HEALTH & WELLBEING

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Book your adver� sement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six issues and 
receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofi le.co.nz

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE 

TODAY!

Terms & Condi� ons apply

SPECIAL
OFFER!
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm

Pollen St, Grahamstown

Locally made and produced goods

021 0266 7161

MARKET

PATCHWORK, KNITTING 
� WOOL & COTTON, 

HABERDASHERY, 
FABRICS, 

JANOME SEWING 
MACHINES, 

GIFT VOUCHERS

Open Mon - Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-12pm
468 Pollen St, Thames. Ph 868 8190  

E: needlesnpinsthames@gmail.com

HABERDASHERY

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 - 14 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES  CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

More work-life balance and a desire to 
fi ll the repainting market gap led to 

Stan Reihana setting up That Painter Ltd 
three years ago.

The painting business based from Te 
Puru, offers interior and exterior painting 
with a focus on repaints across Hauraki-
Coromandel.

Stan, who’d previously spent 15 years 
painting with various Waikato companies, 
said his business was all about the right 
attitude. 

“It’s doing the fundamentals right, it’s 
getting your prep right and using the right 
quality product to achieve a great fi nish,” 

he said. 
“We’re more about repaints, not nec-

essarily new builds, there’s enough con-
tractors in that market at the moment 
so I feel like this is a market that’s quite 
lacking given the amount of people I’ve 
spoken to, some of which have waited up 
to two years to get the right contractor.”

Stan said he mostly painted by himself 
to reduce overheads for himself and the 
customer, but if needed he could bring 
extra staff in for bigger jobs with urgent 
timeframes.
That Painter: Contact Stan Reihana, Ph 
022 313 7911 to discuss your project.

That Painter fi lls the market gap
Stan Reihana is currently repain� ng a 112 year-old Paeroa villa.                  Photo: GORDON PREECE
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CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS

Situations 
Vacant

Public Notice

Situations Vacant

Public Notice
Part time Caregivers and cook/cleaner required. 
Ph 027 237 4413

Last month’s winner of  the 

lotto ticket was Margaret 

Ramshaw, who found Pete 

in the March 23 edition in the 

Seagull Centre advert. 

Go to page 2 

for details on how to enter.

Woodturners 
Cafe

in Ngatea are 
looking for a 

Cafe Assistant 
to join our 

growing team. 
Variable hours.
Involves one 
weekend day. 
No experience 

required. 
Full training 

given. 
Contact 
Lorraine 

021 246 9376

GET RESULTS! 

PLACE YOUR AD 

IN THE PROFILE:

022 130 3885

Please note that due to Covid-19 
regula� ons, paper delivery over the 
coming weeks may be aff ected as some 
delivery people are either isola� ng or 
away with Covid-19. As usual, it’s our 
policy to deliver the Valley Profi le to every 
le� erbox, but if on the rare occasion you 
don’t get a newspaper delivered, there 
are always spare copies at your local 
supermarket, dairy, service sta� on or 
bookshop, or let us know and we’ll get 
one to you.
We are currently looking for relief paper 
runners in Thames, Paeroa and Waihi. 

please contact us:
021 100 8709

admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

PAPER DELIVERIES

For Sale

Gardening

Firewood, Pine, $100 
per cube. Ph Steph 027 
385 2806 or Mark 027 
655 8661

P.S. Gardens. Pruning, 
tidying, mowing. Ph 029 
770 1339

MECHANIC
Any age  

Appren� ceship possibili� es   
Qualifi ca� ons not necessary 

but a bonus 
Working on a wide range of ag 

machinery, tractors, cars, 
motorbikes, small engines

Apply with your CV to 
admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Full time Truck Driver 
& Digger Operator 

Required
We are looking for an experienced truck 
driver and digger operator for our very 
busy landscaping business in Thames, 

doing dig outs of retaining walls, driveways, 
carting metal plus more. 

May also at times help with landscaping. 
You must have a clean Class 2 driver’s 
licence. Must be honest, reliable and 
punctual and take pride in your work.

If you want to:
-  work for a local family company
-  have a variety of work
-  work at various sites in Thames, Hauraki 
 & Coromandel Peninsula
-  work with a well-established and high  
 performing team

Please email your CV to 
allgardenworks@xtra.co.nz Att Paulette 

or call 027 846 8516

THAMES AND DISTRICTS 
RETURNED AND SERVICES 

ASSOCIATION 2014 
INCORPORATED

Notice of Extraordinary General Meeting
Sunday 1st May 2022 at 1300 (1.00 pm).

Venue – Thames Bowling Club, 
Court Street.

This meeting is to discuss a proposal 
to relocate the Associations Registered 
Office and the regular meeting place.

 R Williams
 President

SPORTS

Waihī Beach were dominant in the pres� gious 
Dunn Memorial tournament played at Paeroa 
Bowling Club on March 18, taking out both top 
places in the Unichem Pharmacy and Paeroa Four 
Square-sponsored event. 

Darryl Hawkins, (skip), Jenny Loveridge, (two) 
and Penny Meanie, (lead) were runners up to 
another Waihī Beach combina� on made up of 
Devon Brooks (skip), Grant Caskie (two) and Lyn 
Brooks playing lead, having four wins each and 
Brooks’ team winning with a points diff eren� al. 

Paeroa Bowling Club’s combina� on of Peter 
Rowling, (Skip], Paul Cornish, (Lead) and Kevin 
Lockley (two) could only manage a third placing 
overall in the he tournament, which hosted 14 
teams was held in excellent condi� ons on a good 
playing green. 

Paeroa Bowling Clubs next tournament was 
the Blind Bowlers Day on April 3, sponsored by 
the Wa� on Family in conjunc� on with Peter and 
Heather O’Hagan. Paeroa Bowling Club’s next 
open tournament will be held on April 8.

KEREPEHI BOWLING CLUB
There were good weather condi� ons again for 
bowls on March 27 for the Bowers Concrete op-
� onal three bowl triples. Six teams had a good 
run with three wins. 
Prize winners were: 1st 4 Wins 25 points 19 ends 
(Morrinsville) L Wynen, K Hansen, C Finlay; 2nd 
3 Wins 24 points 22 ends (Kerepehi/Paeroa)Pe-
ter Glass, George Morehu, Peter Rowling; 3 rd 
3 Wins 13 points 19 ends (Thames) Ken Harris, 
Bob Graham, Brian Fisher; 4th 3 Wins 13 points 
18 ends (Kerepehi) Lorraine Pu� , Glanda Brack-
enridge, Margaret Henderson.

Coming up on April 10, Smythe Engineering op-
� onal fours; April 21, Classic Pairs; April 24, Har-
rison Family op� onal thre bowl triples. This com-
pletes summer bowls tournaments and Club Col-
ours) and winter bowls begin on May 12, 9:30am 
starts, mu� i with mul�  sponsored op� onal fours 
(Ravensdown Products, RMS Contrac� ng, Val-
ley Toyota, Tony Richards Toyota). On May 26, 
Whyteline Cockie-Stockies opt 4s (Min one non-
bowler per team). Entries or enquiries to club (af-
ter 4pm) 07 867 6897. 

Waihī Beach team members Grant Caskie, le� , Lyn Brooks and Devon Brooks receive the Dunn 
Memorable Trophy from Gwen Dunn.            Photo: SUPPLIED

Waihī Beach wins Dunn Memorial Trophy

WI members 
recognised
The annual general mee� ng of the 
Thames Hauraki Plains District Fed-
era� on of Women’s Ins� tute com-
menced on March 1 with the singing 
of The Ode, followed by the prayer, 
read by past president Noelene 
Kayes. Thoughts were given to mem-
bers who had passed away during the 
past six months. Federa� on president 
Shirley Harding welcomed everyone 
and her thought for the day was: 
Listening to what others say, helps 
new ideas come our way. Visitors 
included na� onal execu� ve member 
Toni Brumby, past presidents, and 
representa� ves from Northern Wai-
kato and Waikato East. Penny Cur� s, 
president of Waikato East and past 
member of Kerepehi WI opened the 
mee� ng. 

A 15-year cer� fi cate was present-
ed to Clarice Beaumont of Waihi WI 
and a good service badge was pre-
sented to Shirley Harding of Waihi WI 
for her service to our organisa� on. 
Mrs Harding then presented Clarice 
Beaumont and Bev Schenkel gi� s 
and thanked them very much for the 
work they have done over the past 
four years on Federa� on. The new 
commi� ee for 2022 was introduced: 
president Shirley Harding, secretary 
Elaine Jolliff e, treasurer Chris� ne Tu-
hakaraina, Shirley Rea, Carolyn Giles, 
Dawn Clark and Jill Clark. Raffl  es were 
won by M Hetherington, T Brumby, L 
Maguire, V Prince, C Beaumont, L 
Morris, N Kayes and P Cur� s. 

Mrs Brumby then spoke about her 
experiences that she has had over 
the past two years being a member 
of the na� onal execu� ve commi� ee. 
There has been a huge amount of 
learning as far as the organisa� on is 
concerned as well as challenges that 
they have all faced with Covid, espe-
cially learning new technology with 
zoom mee� ngs. 

LEST WE 
FORGET

Font  ::  Times (modified)

C  100
M  25
Y   0
K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100

If you would like your business to be 
part of our special ANZAC feature

Contact Nikki to 
reserve your poppy

A portion of sales will be donated 
to the RSA

Publishing April 20
Deadline Monday April 11

Nikki: 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

BOWLS
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

*$106.79/week based on Baleno SE Auto, $24,990 plus ORC, total amount payable $27,872.19, nil deposit 3.9% 
p.a. fi xed interest rate and 5-year term. On payment of on-road costs to the Dealer, fi nance payments include a $305 
documentation fee and $10.35 PPSR fee. Suzuki Finance lending and credit criteria apply. Off er available 1-31 March 
2022. Excludes fl eet purchases, demo vehicles and all other promotions. www.suzuki.co.nz

SPORTS
Donations needed for ‘backcountry destination’

Increases in the cost of build-
ing materials and fuel has left 

Thames Mountain Bike Club 
just short of their $68,000 tar-
get to upgrade a 3km track in 
the hills behind Thames.

But obtaining the funds is 
needed to create the “back-
country trail destination” the 
club has been working towards 
for the past 10 years.

Club treasurer, track build-
er, and rider Barry Ingle told 
The Profile that Stage 2 of the 
club’s Karaka Track upgrade is 
set to start on April 19 and will 
take six weeks to complete. 

The route will take mountain 
bikers and walkers from the 
second bridge, located around 
1.8km from the start of the 
track, up to what are known as 
the Red Rocks - also called Red 
Bluffs - rocks that have been 
dyed bright red by lichen.

It’s an “outstanding” view 
that many people haven’t had 
a chance to see, Mr Ingle said, 
due to the track’s degenera-
tion.

“The track is so bad it’s only 
really enthusiastic people that 
walk up there,” he said, “but 
the views of the Red Bluffs and 
all up the Kaueranga are amaz-
ing. That is the main feature of 

Mountain Bike Club members make their way along the Red Rocks on the Karaka Track.             Photo: SUPPLIED

MOUNTAIN BIKING
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

going up that track, they’re just 
outstanding.”

As it is currently, the track 
turns into a “swamp” over win-
ter and is almost unusable. 

Having a new track - which 
will be a minimum of 1.5 metres 

wide - means walkers, runners, 
and mountain bikers will be 
able to witness the backcountry 
vista year-round.

The club raised $55,000 and 
were ready to start work on 
Stage 2 back in November, but 

the contractors weren’t avail-
able until this month. 

In that time, “huge increas-
es” in track building material 
and fuel costs caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic and world 
events meant the club was now 

short on funds, Mr Ingle said.
The club requires an ad-

ditional $13,277 to meet the 
$68,277 needed to upgrade the 
link to Red Bluffs.

“It’s definitely going ahead,” 
he said. “If we don’t get the 
funds, we end up just having 
to stop short of the Red Bluffs, 
that’s our only option.”

The club raised $75,000 
back in 2018-2019 to construct 
two bridges along the track as 
part of Stage 1 of the upgrade 
project. 

Stage 3 of the project, from 
the Red Bluffs lookout to the 
Waiotahi Junction, is sched-
uled for late-2022, pending 
funding of around $32,000.

“The club’s sinking quite a 
lot of money into something 
the public can use for free,” Mr 
Ingle said. 

“Everything we’re doing is 
community related. It’s all 
for community use, commu-
nity involvement, and getting 
people out enjoying the bush, 
mountain biking, and exercis-
ing.”
DETAILS: Anyone wanting to help 
with funds can either become 
a paid member of the TMBC, or 
make a donation via its website. 
The club’s Givealittle page can be 
found at: www.thamesmtb.club


