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Ian Thompson was watching a war movie starring John Wayne with 
his fellow “sigs” - the Royal New Zealand Corps of Signals - when the 

sheet they’d hung up in the middle of the jungle “exploded”.
They’d been watching the fi lm on a projector somebody had pur-

loined.
“These are Kiwis we’re talking about,” he said.
The group was getting attacked by communist terrorists, but a com-

pany protecting Ian, who was a radio and telegraph technician, and his 
fellow men took control of the situation. 

“We had a 44-gallon drum with ice and beer in it, which we’d obtained 
through the Brits, and as we went down, I pulled it over so we could 
continue drinking,” Ian said with a laugh.

“I still remember that. You could hear the bullets going 
crack overhead.”

It was 1969 when Ian arrived in Malaysia, after the 
conclusion of the Indonesia–Malaysia confron-
tation, or Borneo confrontation, which was 
a three-year armed confl ict that ended in 
1966.

However, his service started when he 
was 16, after he joined the RF Cadets as 
a boy entrant.

After graduating, he became part 
of the Royal New Zealand Corps of 
Signals, who were responsible for 
providing, co-ordinating, and op-
erating the communications net-
works of the New Zealand Army. 
He was posted to Papakura, 
Auckland, before he was sent to 
Haddington in Christchurch. 

“We used to do our exercises 

Jungle sticks with ‘sig’Jungle sticks with ‘sig’
It was thanks to John Wayne that Waihī man Ian 
Thompson faced a barrage of bullets in the jungle of 
Malaysia. KELLEY TANTAU reports

Ian Thompson will be 
remembering the servicemen and 
women behind the scenes this 
Anzac Day.      Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

CONTINUED ON P2
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 

adver� sements in The Valley 
Profi le, then email admin@
valleyprofi le.co.nz or text 
027 396 2459 with your full 
name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in the 
draw to win a Lo� o � cket. Last 
week it was in the Tangata Ora 
Trust ad.

Quality 
kitchenware and 

gi� s for all seasons.

51 Seddon Street, 
Waihi 3610

(Entrance on Haszard St)

Quality Second-hand Books 
for inspiration and relaxation

Hours:  Tues - Sat: 10am - 3pm
 Sun: 10am - 2pm 
 Mondays: Closed

Ph: 07 - 214 8275
E: booksonseddon@gmail.com

Mention The Elephant to claim 
your discount voucher

OFFICE: 2 QUEEN STREET, PAEROA
www.valleyprofi le.co.nz

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

kelley@valleyprofi le.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece

Ph 022 174 3988
gordon@valleyprofi le.co.nz

ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz 

MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN
Ph 021 100 8709

Email: admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

The Valley Profi le is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 16,000 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
le� erbox, reaching approximately 
35,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribu� on around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

Jungle sticks with ‘sig’
in Malaysia once a year… I did 
one that was three months long, 
just before the confrontation end-
ed. That was fun,” Ian said, “stuck 
in the middle of the jungle, miles 
from anywhere”.

After he left Christchurch, Ian, 
originally from Tawa, spent four-
and-a-half years in Singapore, 
working on a transmitting sta-
tion. He returned to New Zealand 
in 1973 and that year he married 
his wife, Diane.

He was posted to the Defence 
Headquarters as a computer en-
gineer before leaving the army in 
1977.

“The reason I got out was be-
cause they wanted to post me to 
the School of Signals in Waiouru, 
and I had three young kids, so I 
said ‘no’.”

After many “escapades”, the 
returned serviceman arrived in 
Waihī, and on his fi rst Friday in 
the Hauraki town, he signed up to 
its RSA - where he is now the vice 
president.

Every week he has a beer with 
friend Collin Stephens, who, co-

incidentally, spent a year in the 
bed next to Ian in the barracks 
all those years ago. The Waihī 
RSA will have a service this Anzac 
Day at 11am, with a small parade 
around the building, followed by 
lunch.

Ian said his time in the army 
likely gave him more discipline 
than he would’ve had otherwise, 
recalling the two weeks he spent 
as a 13-year-old, push biking 
across the top of the South Island 
with a neighbour. 

He also looks back on those 
days in the jungle with fond 
memories.

“For me, Anzac Day is a day of 
memory more than anything,” he 
said. “It’s remembering the small 
men, the people who did all of the 
grunt work and in a lot of cases, 
didn’t actually want to be there. 

“It’s not just the signals, it’s the 
truck drivers, it’s the foremen, it’s 
the cooks, it’s everyone. That’s 
who you remember on Anzac 
Day.” 

CONTINUED FROM P1

Ian Thompson’s job was 
to sit in the back of a 

Land Rover with his “en-
coding stuff ”.            

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Delivery issues 
announced 
Stuff  has warned Hauraki 

Herald readers it expects 
problems with the delivery of its 
community newspapers from 
next month.

The delivery problems come 
after the company delivering 
its papers, Ovato, announced it 
was closing its distribution ser-
vice from April 29, which will 
also aff ect many independent 
newspapers nationwide.

A notice published in the lat-
est Hauraki Herald said deliv-
eries were expected to become 
more  “sporadic” as it developed 
a new distribution network, 
which “may take a bit of time”.

Valley Profi le editor/owner 
Teresa Ramsey said delivery of 
the Profi le was not aff ected at 
all. 

“Since we began nearly two 
years ago, we have worked hard 
to employ our own local news-
paper delivery personnel as we 
believe reliable delivery is a cru-
cial part of a successful commu-
nity newspaper,” she said.

“As a result, readers and ad-
vertisers can depend on The 
Profi le to be delivered every 
Wednesday. Our dedicated de-
livery experts ensure 16,000 
copies of The Profi le reach all 
letterboxes in Thames, Thames 
Coast, Paeroa, Waihī and the 
Hauraki Plains, plus bulk dis-

tribution throughout the Coro-
mandel Peninsula every week 
without fail.”

Stuff  also said Covid-19 had 
been causing “some disrup-
tions” to the delivery of its com-
munity newspapers.

In contrast, there had been 
no disruption to Valley Profi le
delivery at all during Covid-19 
with all runs delivered each 
week as staff  pitched in to cover 
if delivery people had to isolate, 
Teresa said.

“We are your truly 100 per 
cent local community newspa-
per. 

“We’re the only one with re-
porters based in the area cover-
ing local news and events, I be-
lieve we’re the only one ensuring 
delivery to all areas each week 
and we have the most competi-
tive advertising rates for display 
ads, advertorials and classifi eds.

“The Profi le is run by pas-
sionate locals determined to en-
deavour every one of our 16,000 
copies is delivered each week so 
important local news and infor-
mation reaches every household 
in our region,” she said.
DETAILS: To fi nd out more about 
supporti ng the Valley Profi le with 
adverti sing, contact Nikki Sand-
ers, Ph 022 130 3885, email nik-
ki@valleyprofi le.co.nz or visit our 
website: www.valleyprofi le.co.nz.

ANZAC FEATURE, P10-13
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If you love your car phone us 
now or pop in for a quote.

Phone 868 9300
115 Jellicoe Crescent, Thames 

(behind the Elim Church)
Queen St

Pollen St

BP

X

Wharf

� ames 
Collision 
Repairs

* For prompt and 
professional service

* Thames-Coromandel’s 
best equipped panel paint shop

* Experience some of 
New Zealand’s top craftsmen 

working on your car
* Loan Cars available

• • • • •
••

Half
price.

Interest free
‘til 2024.

Sanctuary Dream.

*On in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 10.5.22

BedsRus Store Name    VISIT Street Address 

TALK Phone Number     DREAM bedsrus.co.nzThe experts in sleep.
 *O�er valid to 10.05.22 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in 
good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. *Interest free ‘til 2024 (30 Months Interest Free) is available on in-store Q Card and Q Mastercard® Flexi Payment Plans & Purchases $999 & over until 10.05.22 Lending criteria, $50 annual account fee, fees, an establishment fee of $55 (first LTF 
transaction) or a $35 advance fee (subsequent LTF transactions) applies. Terms and conditions apply. Minimum payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard interest rate, currently 25.99% p.a., applies at end of 
interest free period. Rate and fees correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Mastercard is a registered trademark and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. See counter for full details. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er.
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FURNITURE & BEDS R US
PH 07 868 6128

Cost of living puts strain on charity stall
An elderly man reduced to liv-

ing on one pension after the 
passing of his wife; Alzheimer 
suff erers who have forgotten 
how to cook; and people who 
steal toilet paper from public 
bathrooms because it’s either 
that or going without bread.

These are the stories told to 
Tina Wright, who runs The Gift 
Box in Waihī. 

In her almost-four years of 
manning the community food 
stall, she’s seen mothers pull up 
with hungry children in the car, 
and couples who have fallen on 
hard times.

Lately, the need has grown. 
“People who thought they 

were doing well for them-
selves, through no fault of 
their own, are now really 
struggling, and you can’t tell 
that from the sort of car that 
comes in, you need to actually 
talk to them and fi nd out what 
their back story is,” Tina told 
The Profi le.

“But twice in the last six 
weeks, we’ve run out of food 
completely.” 

The rising cost of food and 
petrol, among other things, is 
an issue Coromandel MP Scott 
Simpson doesn’t believe people 
will see any relief from this com-
ing winter.

He expects charitable organi-
saitons, food banks, and pātaka 
kai will “continue to see record 
demand for their services”.

The Gift Box was established 
in 2018, and Tina never expect-

Tina Wright, inset, says the need has grown for the community food stall, The Gi�  Box.  Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ed there to be such a need in the 
community. 

She said 20kgs each of pota-
toes, carrots, and onions would 
last for two days out in the stall, 
which she and her husband 
Keith continuously restock.

She also works with Sandra 
Fisher, who makes between 80-
100 meals a day using the stall’s 

excess meat and veg, which are 
then frozen and distributed.

“I think the need is just so great 
that it’s overwhelming,” she said. 

“We’re having to ask for do-
nations much more often… and 
even those of us that are still 
managing, we’re not buying 
meat - the closest we get is chick-
en drumsticks, because they are 

the cheapest thing.”
Mr Simpson told The Profi le 

he called in to Thames Pak’nSave 
recently and bought some gro-
ceries, and was shocked by the 
total at the checkout.

“You know when you go to 
the supermarket, and you have 
a mental calculator about how 
much you think the bill is going 

to be? The nice person on the 
checkout said the amount, and I 
just stood there with my mouth 
open,” he said.

“I thought: how can this small 
pile of groceries in my trolley be 
almost $100? And these were 
ordinary things - milk, bread, 
butter, cheese - those sorts of 
staples that are part of every-
body’s weekly grocery shop.

“If products like that are going 
up in price literally every week, 
then New Zealanders are having 
to make choices about what they 
cut out of their weekly budget.”

Mr Simpson said, sadly, there 
was no immediate hope on the 
horizon. 

“It means that people will con-
tinue to be under pressure, and 
charitable organisations, food 
banks and the like will continue 
to see record demand for their 
services and goods they provide. 

“There are lots of fellow citi-
zens in our communities who 
have lost their jobs, lost their 
business, don’t have the fi nan-
cial certainty of a permanent 
job, and they are under real 
pressure…

“This is going to be a very diffi  -
cult winter for far too many peo-
ple in our area.”
DETAILS: The Gift  Box warmly wel-
comes any monetary or food, pro-
duce, and toiletry donati ons. The 
stall is located at 20 Mackay St, 
Waihī. For larger donati ons, con-
tact Tina on 07 863 8588 or fi nd 
The Gift  Box on Facebook.

manning the community food 
stall, she’s seen mothers pull up 
with hungry children in the car, 
and couples who have fallen on 

“People who thought they 
were doing well for them-

comes in, you need to actually 
talk to them and fi nd out what 
their back story is,” Tina told 

“But twice in the last six 
weeks, we’ve run out of food 

The rising cost of food and 
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We’re proposing some key changes for 2022/23 

If you’re a ratepayer in the district, you should 
have received a fl yer explaining more about 
SUIPs. If you want to fi nd out more about 
SUIPs call us on 0800 734 834 or 07 862 8609 
or attend one of the following events.

Sounds fair, 
what do you 

think?

Have you heard?
Council is proposing 

to rate us SUIPs* 
the same as you!

The feedback period is open 
until 4pm 2 May 2022.

Join our Community Zoom Webinar
Mayor Toby Adams, Councillors Paul Milner 
and Anne Marie Spicer, along with a panel 
of staff  will be on hand to answer your 
questions and discuss how these changes 
may aff ect you.
When: Wednesday 20 April 5.30pm
Zoom link to join Webinar: 
https://haurakidc.zoom.us/j/86726669637
Webinar ID: 867 2666 9637

Open forums at Ward meetings
Join us at one of our meetings to discuss any 
queries you may have.
Ngatea: 21 April - 10-11am
Ngatea Memorial Hall - supper room
Paeroa: 26 April - 2-3pm
Paeroa Memorial Hall
Waihi: 28 April - 10.30am-12pm
Salvation Army - meeting room 

*SUIP stands for Separately Used or Inhabited Part. In other words, one or more parts of a property 
that can be separately used or inhabited. For example separate dwellings in a retirement village, 

multiple houses on a section or farm, or multiple shops in one building.

We’re proposing to rate multiple houses on one property the same as houses on separate properties. We’ll do that 
by adding a Uniform Annual General Charge (UAGC) for each dwelling/business (SUIPS) on the same property.

The UAGC makes up a portion of the overall rates bill and is the one-off  rate that all properties pay regardless of 
their size or value. It is used to fund activities that deliver benefi t to the whole district. For example, the UAGC 
covers most of the operating costs of running the libraries, swimming pools, the Memorial halls and cemeteries 
and it partly contributes to a number of activities such as footpaths, road safety initiatives and emergency 
management.
“Currently we only charge one UAGC against a property, no matter how many dwellings or businesses it contains. 
By charging a UAGC on each separate dwelling/business on the same property means that each household/
business will pay their fair share of the cost of services covered by the rate. This proposal doesn’t change the way 
capital value or land value rates are charged. These would continue to be charged on the value of the property.” 
Mayor Toby Adams.

What’s a UAGC rate?

Have your say
Kei a koe te korero

For further information visit our website
https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
2022-23-draft-annual-plan/ or call into one 
of the Council offi  ces or libraries.

Embroiderers’ 
ruby birthday
The 40th anniversary of the 

Thames Valley Embroiderers’ 
Guild will be marked by 
an exhibition displaying 
needleworks of all kinds, all 
techniques, and all colours.

April, 2022, marks the ruby 
anniversary of the establishment 
of the guild, which has a 
permanent home at the St James 
Centre in Waihī. 

Before settling down at 
the centre, the guild - which 
ecompasses members from 
Waihī, Paeroa, Thames, Ngatea, 
Te Aroha, and even Katikati and 
South Waikato, moved around 
the region. It was in 2018 when 
membership had grown to more 
than 70 when the guild found its 
home at the centre. 

Some of the guild’s highlights 
throughout the years include: 
the creation of a panel for 
the Tapestry Trust, which 
now resides in Dunedin; the 
involvement of the stitching 
of Shakespearian-themed 
curtains for the Globe Theatre 
in Hamilton; a large stitched 
paua piece which was a mosaic 
of pieces stitched by 18 members 
of the guild; and a Tunnelling 
Company Cloak created for an 
Armistice event, featuring all the 
names of the Waihī tunnellers.

On April 9, the guild held its 
40th birthday at the St James 
Centre, and members celebrated 

with a cake cutting. They also 
announced the winners of its 
Ruby Challenge Embroidery 
Competition. 

The guild’s exhibition will 
showcase the pieces from the 
competition, as well as creations 
made by the members over the 
past couple of years.
DETAILS: The Thames Valley 
Embroiderers’ Guild’s 40th 
anniversary exhibition will be 
held at Waihī Museum from April 
26-30, 10am-3pm (closes 2pm on 
Saturday). 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Founding and long-standing members cut the cake at the 40th birthday party.                                               Photos: SUPPLIED

Karen King celebrates the 40th.

Committee members and friends arrive early to set up for the celebrations. Sherrill Milne and Patti Wickstead. Flora Sandbrook and Jan Jackson.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2008 Volvo S80
3.2 Ltr V6, Low 92km, Fully Optioned

$11,990
Only

2014 Ford Fiesta
1 Ltr Auto Turbo, 

$12,990
Now Only

2014 Toyota Corolla
1.8 Ltr, NZ New, 90 km

$13,990

2013 Toyota Yaris
Auto, Alloys, Economical

$12,990

$15,990

2013 Mazda Atenza
2.0 Ltr Auto, Alloys, Immac Cond

$11,990

2010 Toyota Ractis
Auto, Low 54 kms, Mint Condition

 

$14,990

2014 Holden Trax
Auto, Hi Spec in Leather

2008 Mercedes B170
Auto, Low kms, Immac. Condition 

$10,990

Train driver David Giles from the Manukau Live Steamers takes locals on his 1969 steam train, Enterprise.

Train driver Andrew Park drives the Murihiku Express. Train driver Mike Orange.

Full steam ahead
The trains at Thames Small Gauge Railway started 
their engines again on April 10 after a long period of 
disruption caused by Covid-19. Trains from Auckland 
also rode the rails on Thames’ foreshore with many 
cheerful people aboard. GORDON PREECE headed along 
to track down the action. 

Passengers wait for their train to depart.

Locals catch a ride on the steam train, Enterprise.
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VALLEY EDUCATION & TRAINING 

OPEN 
DAY 

Valley Education & Training—Kopu Campus 

50 Kopu Road, Kopu  

Yo u r  S t u d y  
O p t i o n s  

22 APRIL 22 
FRIDAY 

Join us for Coffee & Kai 
& Plan for the future 

1 0 . 0 0 A M — 2 . 0 0 P M  

 Ph or txt 078687892 ● 027 314 1577 free transport ● all ages welcome 

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for over 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Come check out 
our New Season stock

Stockists of 
R M Williams 

clothing and accessories

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

Grant helps club’s expansion plans
Hauraki District Council has 

bowled a $20,000 grant 
to support Kerepēhi Bowling 
Club’s “very exciting” project.

The club, which has just under 
100 bowlers, plans to expand 
its clubroom after president 
Richard Crosland and some of 
the club’s life members noticed 
in 2020 the club was becoming 
more of a community hub with 
more people using it.

Richard, who has been presi-
dent for two years, told The Pro-
file the grant to support the pro-
ject was “brilliant”.

“The last time anything was 
done to this club was in the 
70s… apart from in the early 
90s we put in new astroturf and 
in 2017 we ripped them out and 
put in international standard 
[bowling] carpet,” he said.

“We’re going to put new toilets 
and a shower block in and we’re 
going to move the bar back so 
it becomes one big room rath-
er than the impression of two 
rooms as we are at the moment, 
so it’s a very exciting project.”

Richard said he approached 
council in early 2020 with his 
idea for the project, which they 
supported, and council granted 
them resource consent to ex-
pand the clubroom.

The club then spent $20,000 
on blueprint plans and a build-
ing permit and engineers re-
ports. 

“In the meantime, Covid came 
along and it really put the brakes 
on everything but we perse-
vered. The trouble is not only 

Richard Crosland says Kerepēhi Bowling Club has more and more people using it.           Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

Covid but the building boom 
that’s gone crazy,” Richard said. 

“We realised the amount of 
funds we allocated in 2020 
wasn’t going to be enough so I 
approached the council to see 
if they would help us out… and 
we’re very grateful the coun-
cil have now come to the party 
[with the $20,000 grant].”

Richard said they also applied 
for funding from the Lottery 
Grants Board in 2020 and were 
granted $160,000 from them in 
September last year which to-
gether with the club’s $80,000 
gave them enough funds to pro-
ceed with the expansion.  

Richard said it would take three 
months for builders to complete 
the $260,000 expansion but had 
been warned it could increase to 
around $300,000.

“Our application to lotto was 
based on the quote we got at the 
time which was $250,000, and 
that’s what that grant owes the 
money on,” he said.  

“The fact that it’s gone up since 
then, is after they granted us the 
money so I don’t think lotto will 
be too concerned, it’s up to us to 
raise any further funds.

“What we’re hoping to do is 
approach some of our local busi-
nesses and get sponsorship on 

materials and things and hope-
fully that will bridge the last bit 
of the shortfall.”

Richard said the club was used 
by the Kerepēhi Women’s In-
stitute, Environment Waikato, 
was the designated Civil Defence 
headquarters for Kerepēhi, and 
was used by Police for their first 
aid courses this year.

The club had also introduced a 
darts night.

“We’re now recognised as a 
very serious bowling club and 
we’re encouraging more and 
more groups to come along and 
use it, that’s our plan for the fu-
ture,” Richard said. 

In Brief
ROTARY FUNDRAISER
Thames Rotary Club will hold a 
fundraiser at Goldfields Shopping 
Centre on Saturday, April 23, by 
replacing licence plate screws 
for $10 to deter thieves. Event 
spokesperson Monika Lange said 
Rotary decided to hold the event 
after they heard people in Thames 
and surrounding areas had their 
licence plates stolen. The event will 
take place from 9am to 1pm. 

RIPARIAN CORRIDOR WORKSHOP
NZ Landcare Trust has teamed up 
with Walking Access Commission 
and the Waikato Biodiversity 
Forum to present a workshop 
on Good Management Practices 
associated with riparian corridor 
projects. It will cover the legal side 
of project planning, biodiversity 
gains from riparian planting, 
and the potential for carbon 
sequestration and credit. 
Details: April 28, 10am-3.30pm at 
EcoQuest Education Foundation, 
Whakatiwai. RSVP to ric.balfour@
landcare.org.nz

GOLD FM RADIO SOLD
NZME’s chief radio officer Jason 
Winstanley last week confirmed to 
The Profile that NZME purchased 
the Gold FM frequencies from 
Brian and Glenis Gentil in 
November 2021 to extend the ZM 
music radio station to the Thames-
Coromandel community. Gold FM 
was launched in Waihi in 2007 by 
Brian and Glenis and broadcasted 
to the local area, as well as 
Paeroa, Thames, and around the 
Coromandel.
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By calling out disrespect, sexism and 
other forms of discrimina	 on early, we 
can stop violence before it starts. 
SOME TIPS TO HELP
1. Don’t laugh at sexist jokes. 
2. Challenge the logic: “ That’s not  
 my experience” 

3. Support others when they call it out: “ I agree, that’s not  
 funny” 
4. Stand up for the person aff ected: Jenny was saying some 
 thing and you cut her off  again 
5. Privately let them know their behaviour is not okay: “That   
 joke you made in yesterday’s mee	 ng was not funny , and  
 actually wasn’t okay.  “ 

SUPPORT
If anyone is in immediate danger Ring 111

Hauraki Family Violence 
Interven	 on Network  

027-3726332
sally@hfvin.co.nz

CALL SEXISM 

OUT

Watch this space for helpful � ps 
week by week. 

Te Whāriki Manawāhine O 
Hauraki 

( Hauraki Womens Refuge)
0800 868 3132

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Need a vet?

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

WWW.FRANKLINVETS.CO.NZ

Alyson Hood shaves her sister Jayde’s head, while Mrs Courtney shaves her daughter Isabelle.             Photos: SUPPLIED

Josh Vesper has his legs waxed by Mikayla Perre� , le� , and Lily Lockwood.
Alysha Read shaves her brother 
Marcus.

Record shave
Hauraki students raised just 

under $13,000 for this 
year’s Shave for a Cure event 
in support of Leukaemia and 
Blood Cancer NZ.

The Hauraki Plains College 
social leadership team organ-
ised this year’s event, held at 
the school on April 8, with 
help from staff . Spokesperson 
Alyson Hood said the theme of 
the day was to dress like some-
one who inspired you. 

“The reason for this theme 
was that the social team be-
lieves that there are people in 
your life who inspire you and 
push you to become the best 
version of yourself no mat-
ter what is happening around 

you,” she said.
The participants fundraised 

prior to the event as well as on 
the day, placing third out of all 
schools participating in New 
Zealand, which Alyson said 
was a record for HPC.

The social leadership team 
included Alyson Hood, Court-
ney Perrett, Mikayla Perrett, 
Sharlese Bull, Hayley Gibbons, 
Amber-Leigh Williamson, Lily 
Lockwood and Toni Taylor. 

Leukaemia and Blood Cancer 
NZ is a national charity sup-
porting patients and their fam-
ilies living with blood cancer or 
a serious blood condition. 
DETAILS: More info or to donate: 
shaveforacure.co.nz.

Teacher Mr Thom shaves Connor Green.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

SPREADERS

Mag 45 Causmag 
duster & spreader 
  45 L  

$2560 + GST

Spreadmax 
fertiliser spreader

  120 L  
$3280 + GST

Spreadmax easy 
lock drive fertiliser 
spreader 120 L 

$4020 + GST

Spreadmax easy 
lock drive fertiliser 
spreader 240 L 

$4660 + GST

Spreadmax
fertiliser spreader

 240 L 
$3410 + GST

Spreadmax 
TPL750 fertiliser 
spreader 750 L
$5070 + GST

FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

The government has an-
nounced it will open the 

border to an additional 1580 
experienced primary sector 
workers, which has been de-
scribed as a “shot in the arm” 
for those struggling to recruit 
enough staff locally, Federated 
Farmers says.

“They say good things take 
time, and Feds has been ratch-
eting up the pressure for this 
necessary step for many, many 
months,” Federated Farm-
ers employment spokesperson 
Chris Lewis said.

“Let’s hope the system is ag-
ile enough to get these people 

into New Zealand and out into 
workplaces by the time we need 
them - particularly for the su-
per busy spring dairy calving 
season.”

The new settings include an 
increase in the current border 
exception for assistant dairy 
farm managers, 2ICs, dairy 
herd managers and dairy farm 
assistants by 500 to a total of 
800 for those earning at least 
the median wage plus $1 per 
hour (currently equates to $28 
per hour).

“The Federation’s message 
to farmers is to take up these 
places,” Chris said.

“We know that with fuel and 
fertiliser price rises, concerns 
in some districts about sup-

plementary feed, and other fac-
tors, there may be a temptation 
to try and struggle through with 
workforce gaps.

“But just remember the stress 
that puts on you and the rest of 
the team, the health and safety 
factors, and the difficulties of 
rostering to give people decent 
time off when your staff com-
plement is deficient.”

Also good news for farming 
is that the meat worker border 
class exception cap will be ex-
tended by a further 500 work-
ers on top of previous agreed 
figure of 150 workers.

“There are very real meat 

supply chain constraints and 
while some districts are in 
drought, in other parts of the 
country farmers have possibly 
been holding back stock. 

“More of them will send ani-
mals to the works to get down 
to wintering numbers and it 
will be very positive to close up 
workforce gaps so that plants 
can again operate at full capac-
ity,” Chris said.

Border class exceptions have 
also been approved for up to 
300 silviculture forestry work-
ers and up to 280 wood proces-
sors and manufacturers to en-
ter New Zealand.

Additional international workers welcomed
RuralRural LifeLife

Borders open for an additional 1580 
primary sector workers.        File photo 
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With Aotearoa’s borders re-open, there’s a much 
bigger chance of catching the flu this winter. Getting 
a flu jab is your best defence and it’s FREE if you’re:

•  Aged 65 and over
•  Māori or Pasifika aged 55 and over
•  Pregnant

Talk to your doctor or local pharmacy 
0800 611 116 | health.govt.nz/flu

Protect yourself and 
your whānau this winter
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Lest we forget
Cancelled civic services ‘disappointing’
Organisers of Ngatea’s An-

zac Day memorial service 
were “disappointed” but could 
understand why Hauraki Dis-
trict Council cancelled the 
town’s civic parade.

Council recently announced  
the district’s civic parades in 
Ngatea, Paeroa and Waihī 
would not go ahead on April 25 
in an eff ort to slow the spread 
of Covid-19, despite no limits 
for crowd numbers at outdoor 
events.

Ngatea RSA president Chris 
Whitton told The Profi le he was 
“certainly not negative” about 
council’s decision.

“I can completely understand 
why the council [cancelled] it 
and to be honest I back them,” 
he said.  

“There’s been a whole lot of 
uncertainty for so long and no 
one’s crystal ball works 100 per 
cent.” 

Kerepehi Brass Band presi-
dent Luke Van Vliet, who is 
working with Chris for Ngatea’s 
Anzac preparations for the fi rst 
time this year, said he was “dis-
appointed” with council’s deci-
sion but could respect it. 

“It wasn’t looking too prom-
ising and when it comes to clos-
ing the road for the parade… 
they need 40 days’ notice for 
NZTA [Waka Kotahi New Zea-
land Transport Agency].

“So I can defi nitely respect 
the decision they made, disap-
pointed, but at the same time if 
I was in their position I prob-
ably would’ve had to make a 
similar call.” 

Chris said while council can-
celled its civic parade, normally 
held on the town’s main street 
on State Highway 2, the Ngatea 
RSA had received a $1500 do-
nation from council for the 
Poppy Day Appeal and help 
from council for their prepara-
tions. “Anything we get back 
from the council’s good. Some 

By GORDON PREECE

TAPU
Dawn Parade, 5:45am from 
Tapu Fire Sta� on to the Ceno-
taph, to Tapu Hall, followed by 
a service. Breakfast will be pro-
vided a� erwards.

THAMES
Dawn Parade, 5:45am from 
the BNZ in Pollen St to Mary 
St footpath to Thames War 
Memorial Civic Centre for 6am 
service.
Breakfast at Thames Working-
men’s Club.
Civic Parade, 9:45am from BNZ 
in Pollen St to Thames War Me-
morial Civic Centre, Mary St, for 
a 10am service.

PAEROA 
RSA Dawn Service, 6am at the 
Primrose Hill Cenotaph

WAIHĪ
RSA Dawn Service at 6am at 
Waihī RSA memorial area
RSA Wreath Laying at 8am at 
Waihī Cemetery
Waihī Heritage Vision and Tun-
nelling Company Descendants,
9am at the Waihī Tunnellers 
Memorial Gilmour Reserve 
RSA Memorial Service, 11am at 
the Waihī RSA Clubrooms

NGATEA
RSA Memorial Service and 
Parade, 11am from Ngatea 
Hockey Club to Ngatea War Me-
morial Hall. 

KAIHERE/PATETONGA
Service, 9am at Kaihere Hall.

KEREPĒHI
Dawn service and parade, 
5:30am at Kerepēhi War Me-
morial Hall.

ANZAC DAY 
SERVICES

APRIL 25

people will look at it and say 
that’s a cheap and easy way to 
pay us off  but I don’t look at it 
like that,” he said.

Council also donated $1500 
each to Paeroa and Waihī RSA’s 
Poppy Day Appeals and allo-
cated up to $1500 to work with 
actor Mark Wright on a video 
commemoration. 

Hauraki District Mayor Toby 
Adams earlier said having to 
cancel civic parades was a “cry-
ing shame”.

“We know that Anzac brings 
out some of our most vulnera-
ble members of the public, and 

we didn’t want to put them at 
risk,” he said.

Ngatea’s memorial service 
will begin with a parade from 
Ngatea Hockey Club at 11am on 
April  25 to Ngatea War Memo-
rial Hall for a memorial service.

“A big open invitation to any-
one and everyone who’s able to 
attend, there will be 120 seats 
for the elderly and those unable 
to stand,” Chris said.

Luke also hoped many Ngatea 
locals would attend the service.

“There’s a lot we’ve been 
through recently and with the 
ongoing Ukraine war, I think 

this year we’re hoping for a 
good turnout to remember 
those who fought in the battles 
New Zealand’s been involved in 
but also those who are fi ghting 
overseas,” he said. 

Luke said Kerepehi Brass 
Band had also helped Paeroa 
RSA prepare for its dawn ser-
vice and would also perform at 
it, something they didn’t nor-
mally do.

“From the start we said 
whatever events go ahead we 
would do our utmost to support 
them… due to there not being a 
civic service,” he said.

Ngatea RSA president Chris Whi� on, le� , and Kerepehi Brass Band president Luke Van Vliet have worked 
together for this year’s Anzac Day memorial service in Ngatea.           Photo: SUPPLIED

867-7021
1 Pipiroa Road

Ngatea 
E: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

868 7892
50 Kopu Rd

Kopu
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

valleyeducation.co.nz

868 7056
520 Pollen St

Thames
snowdensmenswear@gmail.com 

snowdensmenswear.co.nz
Snowden’s

- MENSWEAR -

868 6608
308 Pollen St

 Thames
admin@readbros.co.nz

readbros.co.nz

868 8981
609 Pollen St 

Thames
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

thamesautos.co.nz

027 2577 777
Cnr Sealey & 

Queen St, 
Thames

869 0321
805 Pollen St 

Thames
sales@bronzeplaquesnz.co.nz

bronzeplaquesnz.co.nz

Kopu 
868 5007

Paeroa 
862 7295

 Waihi 
863 8684
Waitakaruru 
868 9030
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Lest we forget

Danny Te Iri joined the army 
after getting a taste of it as 

a Paeroa College student in the 
1950s. 

“They had what they called 
school cadets and every Friday - 
they’d take us for drills and we’d 
go out shooting,” he said.

“Then when I left college I 
joined a power company, who put 
the power through from Whitian-
ga to a place called Te Rerenga. 
After that I gave it a miss and I 
thought I’d go join the army be-
cause I had it in my blood.”

In 1963, aged 20, Danny trav-
elled with the New Zealand Regi-
ment to Malaya for the Indone-
sia–Malaysia confrontation.

“We weren’t allowed to fl y over 
Indonesia, we had to go way up 
into the Indian Ocean and come 
back down through the Malacca 
Strait into Singapore and we 
caught the train from there to 
Malacca [in Malaysia],” he said. 

“In 1964 we went up on the very 
rough Thailand-Malaysia bor-
der… and we spent three months 
up there… where I was a lead 
scout.”

“It’s one job that I liked because 
I’d rather be out in front where 
your ears are tuned into whatev-
er’s happening and you could pick 
up diff erent sounds you weren’t 
supposed to hear like… reloading 
a gun.”

Danny said they then returned 
to Terendak Camp in Malaysia for 
a four-day holiday, but the battal-
ion was recalled when Malaysia’s 
Prime Minister declared a state 
of emergency after Indonesian 
paratroopers landed on the Malay 
Peninsula.

“We travelled down to a place 
called Johor Bahru because that’s 
where the Indonesian paratroop-
ers had landed. They had troops 
down there, the Gurkhas, the 
Brits, and the Singapore Regi-
ment,” he said. 

“We’d just come off  border pa-

Witnessing warplanes 
spreading the defoliant 
chemical Agent Orange in 
the Vietnam War was one of 
many memories for a Paeroa 
war veteran. GORDON 
PREECE reports

War veteran remembers Asian confl icts

trol… but we turned around and 
said battalions be ready for ac-
tion.”

Danny said all fellow soldiers 
in the heat of confrontation were 
“terrifi c guys”. 

“We looked after one another, 
when you were in a strike, they’d 
pull you out of it, but other than 
that we worked as a regiment,” he 
said. 

“When you’re in a fi refi ght, any-
one who says they’re brave, don’t 
believe them, because the ini-
tial fi refi ght you got a shake, and 
once you fi re that fi rst round, it all 
comes together and you feel good 
again.

“It’s either him or us, we try to 
get the fi rst two shots fi rst.”

Danny was then sent to Borneo 

along with 300 soldiers to train 
New Zealand’s next battalion be-
fore returning home in 1966.

Three years later, he rejoined 
the battalion as the sixth com-
mander for New Zealand’s Victor 
4 Company in the Vietnam War.

“It was a scary life with the 
boys because some of them had 
just come straight from New Zea-
land,” he said.

“They said: ‘have you got live 
ammunition?’ I said yes and I said 
get your bloody head down other-
wise it’s going to get blown off .”

Danny said it was “very hard” 
to witness his mates get killed and 
injured.

“A lot of our guys got hit be-
tween their knees and their belly 
button by booby traps called punji 

sticks,” he said.
“[The enemies] grabbed a 

branch, pulled it round and put 
spikes on them and next min-
ute you’d trip on them and [the 
spikes] went right into your stom-
ach.”

Danny said he had no idea of 
the dangers of the Agent Orange 
he saw being sprayed from war 
planes during the war.  The chem-
ical defoliant caused many seri-
ous health problems to anyone 
exposed to it, such as cancer and 
birth defects in their children.

“We were fl ying out from our 
taskforce area to the fi re support 
base on helicopters and we looked 
out and could see these hercules. 
We thought they must’ve been 
culling all of the mosquitos but lit-

tle did we know it was Agent Or-
ange,” he said.

“We didn’t know anything 
about it until we came home… 
and learned that if it gets in the 
water and you drink it, you get 
cancer… terrible thing.”

Danny travelled back to New 
Zealand in 1971 and after working 
at the railways in Ōtāhuhu, Auck-
land, for ten years, he moved back 
home to Paeroa in 1981, where 
he’s lived ever since. 

He’s remained a Paeroa RSA 
member since 1966 and never 
missed an Anzac Day. 

“I look at [Anzac Day] as a time 
to refl ect, not only on myself but 
all those guys who went overseas, 
and a lot of them never came 
back,” he said.

 Danny Te Iri says Anzac Day is a � me to refl ect on those who never came home.       Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

79 Kopu Rd 
Thames

Phone 868 0130
W: placemakers.co.nz

0800 26 28 25
80 Kopu Rd, Kopu

E: o�  ce@coastalbins.co.nz

W: coastalbins.co.nz

868 9773
701A Pollen Street

Thames
trinitynetwork.co.nz

868 6008
700 Pollen St, 

Thames
gbd@thejunction.net.nz

thejunction.net.nz

868 7388
612 Pollen St 

Thames

869 0321
807 Pollen St 

Thames
info@pmthames.co.nz

pmthames.co.nz

868 9105
10 Millar Place 

Kopu
o�  ce@fairviewthames.co.nz

fairviewthames.co.nz

EXCEPTIONAL WINDOWS & DOORS

868 6003
709 Pollen St 

Thames
funerals@twentymans.co.nz

twentymans.co.nz
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Lest we forget

They were the pick of the tribe, 
those young men who were se-

lected to serve in the Māori Ba� al-
ion in World War I.

Although many were not trained, 
it was noted that they quickly 
picked up soldiering skills; their ru-
ral lives ensured there was “none of 
your town so� ness about them.”

Three of the Angel brothers, Ed-
ward, William and Richard were by 
1915 at the Māori Training Camp at 
Auckland’s’ Avondale racecourse, 
ready to ship out as part of the 1st 
Māori Con� ngent on the Warrimoo
bound for Suez, Egypt. Richard, 
pictured right, was a 26-year-old 
farmer living at Thames before he 
and his brothers became part of the 
500 strong Māori Ba� alion.

On the Warrimoo, they gained 
their sea legs, prac� sed rifl e and 
physical drills, guard duty and kit 
inspec� ons. Messages were put in 
bo� les and op� mis� cally thrown 
overboard. Once at Port Suez, they 
took the train to Cairo, many si�  ng 
on the carriage roofs enjoying the 
novelty. The journey to Zeitoun, a 
huge military camp, took 10 hours. 

Soldier awarded medal for bravery in WWI
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profi le series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Despite requests by the Minis-
ter of Defence and Māori MPs, the 
ba� alion was not sent to Gallipoli 
with the fi rst invasion force in April, 
1915. It was kept in reserve and 
placed on garrison duty on the is-
land of Malta. To the ba� alion’s de-
light there was plenty of kina and 
puha at Malta.

At the beginning of May, due to 
increasing casual� es among the 
Anzacs at Gallipoli, the Māori 
con� ngent was put on ac-
� ve service. In prepara-
� on for Gallipoli, the 
men wrote wills and 
sent le� ers home. 
The con� ngent was 
noted to be “in great 
trim, hard as nails 
and itching to be 
taken”. 

When the order to 
move was announced 
in the offi  cer’s mess, a 
great commo� on began – 
plates, spoons bully beef, bread 
and potatoes fl ew through the air 
amid cheering. This may have been 
regre� ed as the provisions on the 
ship to Gallipoli consisted of ro� en 
meat and potatoes and not enough 
bread. As they neared Anzac Cove, 
the men heard the rumble of ar� l-
lery fi re and saw sporadic fl ashes 
on the horizon.

The ba� alion camped at No 1 
Outpost. Their accommoda� on 
was ledges cut into slopes and the 
small se� lement was named Māori 
Pa or Māori Ridge.

The men worked at sapping - dig-
ging short trenches (saps) across 
No Man’s Land towards enemy 
trenches in prepara� on for a big 
off ensive in August. They also dug 
communica� on trenches and wid-

increasing casual� es among the 
Anzacs at Gallipoli, the Māori 
con� ngent was put on ac-
� ve service. In prepara-
� on for Gallipoli, the 
men wrote wills and 

When the order to 
move was announced 
in the offi  cer’s mess, a 
great commo� on began – 
plates, spoons bully beef, bread 

ened the only sheltered route by 
which provisions and ammuni� on 
could be brought from Anzac Cove.

There was con� nual noise – 
shells exploding, machine guns 
ra� ling, and planes overhead all 
shrouded in a haze of smoke. At the 
outpost, men used tunnels to move 
to and from the trenches but they 
s� ll had to be cau� ous of Turkish 

snipers. Sapping in trenches 
about 50 yards from 

the fi ring line was a 
dreadful combina-

� on of fl ies, con-
taminated food 
and corpses.

The Māori con-
� ngent coped 
well, although 
some of them 
suff ered from the 

constant work and 
trying to avoid ri-

fl e and shell fi re. The 
diet was poor, water was 

tainted from being boiled in 
kerosene � ns, and there were in-
festa� ons of lice.

On August 4, the enemy was 
reported erec� ng wire entangle-
ments in Chailak Dere – a narrow 
valley falling down from Chunuk 
Bair. The men were informed of 
their role in what would later be 
called the “August stunt”. The 
Māori  con� ngent was to be part 
of the fi rst phase of the breakout 
in the Anzac sector. Two covering 
forces would capture the foothills 
above the entrances to three Deres 
(valleys). They had just 2.5 hours to 
seize the foothills.

Before going into ba� le, their 
chaplain, Wainohu, spoke to them 
- “Fellow members of a brave fam-
ily . . . you are the descendants of 
. . . warlike ancestors . . . I know 
that some . . . now here will never 
again stand together with us. But 
it would be be� er for us all to lie 
dead in these hollows and on the 
tops of mountains than for a whis-
per of dishonour to go back to the 
old people at home”.

The success of the a� ack on 
Chailak Dere depended on the 
removal of barbed wire entangle-
ments that blocked the entrance 
to the valley. Richard Angel was 
part of this off ensive. The mass of 
barbed wire was high, deep and 
solid and an enemy track ran right 

across the opening. The men came 
under heavy but erra� c fi re as they 
pulled up stakes. One man broke his 
arm and another was set alight by 
a fl are.

They then went over the trench 
shoo� ng and bayone� ng Turks. 
When the fi rst ridges and trenches 
had been taken, the Ngapuhi pla-
toon broke into a haka.

A� er a week’s rest, many of the 
con� ngent were back in ac� on 
again. By September, they were 
down to fewer than 250 men. By 
October, one of the Māori Ba� alion 
observed: “Ours was a lonely look-
ing party, about 100 out of a force 
of 500”. In December, 1915, all New 
Zealand troops were evacuated 
from Gallipoli. Richard Angel em-
barked for France and in June, 1916, 
he was admi� ed to the French No 7 
General Hospital.

In October, he was promoted to 
lieutenant and presented with a 
Military medal awarded for “brav-
ery in a� ack on Turkish trenches on 
Bauchops Hill and removing wire 
entanglements in Chailak Dere, Gal-
lipoli, on August 6”. 

Richard had “led his sec� on with 
the utmost dash”.

In April, 1917, he was invalided 
back to New Zealand but in Janu-
ary, 1918, Richard went back to the 
front as a Second Lieutenant with 
the 24th Māori reinforcements.

He was part of a group who 
helped the NZ Tunnelling Company 
in Arras, France, refurbish a cavern 

system for possible use when the 
Germans launched an an� cipated 
off ensive. While there, Richard 
carved his name into one of the tun-
nel walls.

World War I ended in November, 
1918, and in April, 1919, the Māori 
Con� ngent returned home, wel-
comed with parades and par� es 
across the country.

Richard returned to civilian life 
and in 1920 married Margaret Elsa 
Price of Dargaville. They se� led in 
Thames and had three children, a 
son and two daughters.

Known locally as Athelstan or 
Dick, he was a keen wood chop-
per, regularly par� cipa� ng success-
fully in compe� � ons at agricultural 
shows, sports days and axeman 
carnivals. An athle� c man with a re-
markably fi ne physique, he became 
well known across the North Island.

In June, 1930, grim tragedy over-
shadowed Thames when, within 
twenty-four hours, four residents 
met with sudden deaths. Among 
them was 43-year-old Richard An-
gel, who had been working in the 
bush at Mokai, near Rotorua, when 
a wire rope snapped fatally striking 
him.

Richard was brought back to 
Thames and buried at Shortland 
cemetery. He le�  a widow and three 
children under ten. His son would 
go on to serve with the 28th Māori 
Ba� alion in Italy during World War 
II. He died in 1966, at the same age 
as his father.

Members of the World War I Māori Pioneer Ba� alion taking a break from 
trench improvement work, near Gommecourt, France, 1918.  Photos: SUPPLIED

The New Zealand Māori (Pioneer) Ba� alion perform a haka for Deputy Prime 
Minister Sir Joseph Ward at Bois-de-Warnimont, France, 30 June 1918.

868 7960
382 Ngati Maru H’way 

Thames
aeroviewgc@xtra.co.nz

868 9260
642 Pollen St, 

Thames
thames@travel.helloworld.co.nz

helloworld.co.nz/thames

868 7608
90 Kopu Rd

Kopu
thames@fl ooringxtra.co.nz
fl ooringxtra.co.nz/thames

868 9531
619 Pollen St

 Thames
the.printworks@xtra.co.nz

theprintworks.co.nz

���
PRINTWORKS

022 315 2131
15 Orchard West Rd 

Ngatea

869 0321
805 Pollen St 

Thames
sales@bronzeplaquesnz.co.nz

bronzeplaquesnz.co.nz

867 7393
16 Orchard West Road 

Ngatea
ngatea@hammerhardware.co.nz

hammerhardware.co.nz

868 6416
407 Cochrane St 

Thames
info@thsworkers.co.nz
thamesworkingmensclub.co.nz
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Lest we forget

On April 12, Waihī East 
School commemorated 
Anzac Day with its own 
special service. Hymns, 
waiata, and national 
anthems were sung, 
wreaths were laid, a 
minute’s silence was 
observed, and The Last 
Post was played by Edwin 
Randell. The school has its 
own connection to Anzac 
Day - a former headmaster, 
Captain William Houkanau 
Stainton, was in the fi rst NZ 
Māori contingent in WWI, 
and in the Home Guard, 
Waihī Battalion, in WWII. 
Valley Profi le reporter 
KELLEY TANTAU attended the 
special event.

School 
delivers 
special 
service

HemiKupa Aupouri-Ederveen, le� , and Paitoa Peka have the important job of fl ag bearing.     Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

Students sing a waiata. Nevaeh de Ocampo and Fern Goodwin carry a wreath.

Isla Honey and Gus Bolderston with their wreath. Invited guests and Waihi East staff  with the wreaths. A drone shot looks down on the students.       Photo: SUPPLIED/KIT WILSON

869 0321
807 Pollen St 

Thames
info@pmthames.co.nz

pmthames.co.nz

626 Pollen Street     07 868 6124

1OO% LOCALLY 
OWNED & OPERATED

868 6124
626 Pollen St

Thames
mark@100thames.co.nz

They shall grow not old,
as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE
2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $6,995
158,000kms, 2360cc Auto, All extras, in gold,   $5,995
7 seats, Best Available
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras
1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3,295
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition   $2,995

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495
2001 NISSAN PRIMERA $4,695
245,000kms, 1998cc, CD, Air, Elecs, 
Nice Mags, In Grey with Blue Interior, 

LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY
1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995
1999 NISSAN CEFIRO $4,495
2500cc Auto, 124,000kms, All Extras BEST $2,995
2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New
1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,295
4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $1,995

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD,
Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE

2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,695
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,200

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags,  $2,995
S/wagon, Electrics, VALUE

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200
2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $2,995
2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500

2007 FORD FOCUS S/W   $5,995
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras,  VALUE $5,225
Met Blue
1990 FORD LASER GL $2,995
5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000 kms

1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
Has wiring problems, suit auto electrician
Worth repairing              REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls, 
WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
2001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE 
5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA

1997 HOLDEN VF 
COMMODORE ACCLAIM

1996 HONDA ACCORD

1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 

2005 TOYOTA IST

1997 FORD LASER

$5,850 

$2,250 

$2,295 

$3,000 

 $2,745 

 SOLD

VALUE $2,850 

BEST

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

$3,995

$2,850

SOLD

SOLD

3.8L Auto, CD, Mags

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, 
Very smart in Metallic Blue

1500cc Auto, In Good Tidy Condition

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, 
Very Tidy, Drives Well

5 Door Hatch, 1500cc , All Extras, In Silver
Exceptional Condition

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 
LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY

A CLASSIC DREAM

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

1990 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX. 
1600cc auto, P/S, CD, New WoF & Rego. Very tidy in 
silver. First in will buy.

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

$5,500 

MASSIVE SALE NOW ON
Queen St Yard Closing • Walter St Yard is OVER STOCKED

ALL vehicles Reduced - COME & DO A DEAL
Discuss a price, terms available, trade-ins okay (Up or Down)

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

SPORTS
To have the use of the same dressing rooms at 
Hamilton’s Seddon Park and play on the same 
pitch used by the Black Caps a week earlier 
was the ‘thrill of a lifetime’ for Hauraki Plains 
College and Cambridge High School First XI 
cricketers recently. While the result of the 
Gillette Cup qualification match was obviously 
very important, the venue and the never to be 
forgotten atmosphere on the sun blessed day, 
was of equal value for players, parents and 
supporters. After claiming the Waikato Valley/
Hamilton Secondary School’s championship 
title over Cambridge a week earlier, the 
Hauraki players approached this game with 
quiet confidence, which proved to be justified 
at the end a wonderful day’s cricket played in 
an excellent spirit by Waikato Valley’s top two 
secondary school teams. 

Led by “senior professionals” Hunter Crowe 
and Nihindu Wickramathunga, the Hauraki 
innings developed steadily after an excellent 

opening partnership by Cooper Green and 
Daniel Sproul. While Crowe was compiling 
another innings of high quality, Trent Ball, 
Anthony Barker, Cullen Crowe and Jackson 
Haskell all provided additional runs towards a 
very challenging target for Cambridge.

After a rapid burst of scoring early on, the 
Cambridge batsmen found runs increasingly 
difficult to come by. Hauraki’s bowlers, led by 
Cullen Crowe and supported by thoughtful 
field settings and generally improved 
concentration levels by fieldmen, gradually 
turned the tide. The comfortable victory for 
Hauraki was naturally celebrated with the 
usual end of game exuberance. However, it 
will surely be the memories from the entire 
day at Seddon Park which will remain with 
everyone involved from both teams forever.
MATCH DETAILS: Hauraki Plains College 271 for 6 wickets (50 
overs) Hunter Crowe 96, Nihindu Wickramathunga 38, Cooper 
Green 28, Daniel Sproul 27, Anthony Barker 20, Trent Ball 20. 
Defeated Cambridge High School, 149, Cullen Crowe 5/38, 
Hunter Crowe 2/20, Xavier Anderson 1/30. Daniel Sproul 1/20.
Jason Collins 1/1. 

CRICKET

Cullen Crowe in action.  Photo: LEON SMITH
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Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

23 Darlington St Offers Over $899,000

NEW

LISTING

• 4 bdrms/ 2 bthrms/2 heat pumps
• Renovated to a modern high standard
• Dble intrnl access grge/2 grdn shds/948m2

RN1422 1224

18 Madgwick Place Offers Over $699,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 double bedrooms/open plan living
• Private location/611m2(m or l) fenced section
• Single garage with workshop/mancave space

RN1425 1113

427 Bennett Road, Thames $795,000 incl. GST (if any)

NEW

LISTING

Situated on the beautiful Thames Coast and bordering Te Mata Forestry is this 14.8520 (more or less) lifestyle
block of land. Contour is from steep to sloping with some flat areas and mainly planted out with manuka and
kanuka.

RT5702 - EVELYN LOWRY 021 828 384

24 Willoughby St Offers Over $630,000

• 3 brms plus office, open plan living, heat pump
• HRV system, dble garage + hobby/workshop
• 801m2 (more or less) fully fenced, handy to town

RG1957 1213

Paeroa Offers Over $450,000 (Inc GST)

• Elevated Section 1.096 hectares (more or less)
• Set in a picturesque valley on sealed road
• Subject to title

RRP222

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Thames, 402 Albert Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/402-albert-street-thames

Open Home Saturday 11am - 11.30am

3 1 1 -

Price By Negotiation 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 207 Centennial Avenue
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/207-centennial-avenue-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 1

 Enquiries Over $830,000

Thames, 102 Karaka Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/102-karaka-road-thames

Open Home Saturday 1pm - 1.30pm 

3 2 2 2

Asking Price $835,000 

Thames, 211B Baillie Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/211b-baillie-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $735,000

Thames, 100 Herewaka Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/100-herewaka-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 2

 Enquiries Over $735,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames,19 Puriri Valley Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/19-puriri-valley-road-thames-1

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 2

Asking Price $795,000New 

Pric
e New 

Pric
e
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

990

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Label, 4 Rain cats and dogs, 14 Leave, 15 Steel, 16 Commercial, 17 Maize, 19 Gas, 
20 Fiction, 21 Uncertain, 22 Sentry, 25 Carpenter, 27 Saying, 28 Triple, 33 Sanatorium, 35 Lip, 36 
Stream, 37 Colt, 39 Rut, 41 Javelin, 42 Pagoda, 43 Elevation, 44 Named, 45 Reprieve, 50 Go, 51 
Sycamore, 55 Sauna, 58 Directory, 59 Shorts, 60 Unusual, 61 Lot, 63 Roof, 64 Peeped, 65 Rot, 66 
Guidelines, 68 Bantam, 69 Mosaic, 71 Egg-shaped, 76 Sermon, 77 Clubrooms, 79 Crowbar, 81 Map, 
84 Curse, 85 Grovelling, 86 Limit, 87 Seize, 88 The Scottish Play, 89 Feast. 

DOWN: 2 Attain, 3 Elect, 5 Atom, 6 Nominee, 7 Agreed, 8 Shift, 9 Nullify, 10 Damp, 11 Glider, 12 
Tangy, 13 Message, 14 Lectern, 18 Compromise, 23 Anvil, 24 Unarmed, 26 Amateur, 27 Soprano, 
29 Proviso, 30 Manage, 31 Aloof, 32 Bakery, 34 Mead, 36 Stump, 38 Tense, 40 Saga, 45 Rider, 46 
Purloin, 47 Inch, 48 Violet, 49 Build, 50 Gastric, 52 Candelabra, 53 Missile, 54 Reared, 55 Symptom, 
56 Booty, 57 Stag, 62 Rinse, 67 Caprice, 68 Blemish, 70 Allegro, 72 Gymslip, 73 Fourth, 74 Boxers, 
75 Caries, 76 Spoil, 78 Boost, 80 Write, 82 News, 83 Inca.

66

ACROSS
1  Overeat greedily 
(4,1,3,2,7)
10  Roomy (8)
15  Humorous play (6)
16  Smart pithy 
remarks (10)
17  Was Ceylon (3,5)
19  Use over again (7)
21  Indian instrument 
(5)
22  Harmless (9)
25  Of the greatest 
importance or 
significance (9)
27  Abandon (7)
29  Diverse (6)
33  Trapdoor (5)
34  Drink (8)
36  Narrow place where 
flow is restricted (10)
39  Uncooked (3)
41  Pickling liquid (7)
42  Grinding teeth (6)
43  Writer (6)
44  Fuse together with 
heat (4)
45  Immediate (7)
48  Public vote (10)
53  Origin (7)
57  Manner of walking 
(4)
58  Headgear for a 
horse (6)
59  Muscle seizures (6)
60  Ask for (7)
62  Age (3)
64  Race official (10)
65  Free (8)
66  Whisky plant (5)

69  Evaluate (6)
70  Offer marriage (7)
71  Hospital (9)
76  Lengthened in 
duration (9)
77  Gridded chart (5)
78  Lit (7)
83  Stinging arachnid 
(8)
84  Petite (10)
85  Yell (6)
86  Merited (8)
87  In secret (6,6,5)

DOWN
2  Idolised (6)
3  Foe (5)
4  Snoop (3)
5  Robe (4)
6  Vogue (7)
7  Drink of the gods (6)
8  Celebrity (4)
9  Similarity (8)
11  Chase after (6)
12  Determined 
mathematically (10)
13  Has (4)
14  Began (7)
18  The very lowest 
(4-6)
20  Pb, a metal (4)
23  Insure (5)
24  Radio set (8)
26  Prehistoric (7)
28  Supervise (7)
30  Distribute sparingly 
(6)
31  Cope (6)
32  Concentrated (6)
35  Wear away (5)

37  Glory (5)
38  Increase (4)
40  Room in hospital 
(4)
45  Cast metal block (5)
46  Minor short-term 
fight (8)
47  Large serving dish 
(6)
48  Misleading clue 
(3,7)
49  Take flight (4)
50  Brings to mind (7)
51  Close (6)
52  Shoe part (5)
54  Balanced (4)
55  Globe-circling line 
(7)
56  Slight (6)
61  Tall building (10)
63  Undress (5)
67  Desire for food (8)
68  Dirty fog (4)
69  Laid the blame on 
(7)
72  Relating to 
marriage (7)
73  Wall recess (6)
74  Debated (6)
75  Swallow up (6)
79  Snow house (5)
80  Common sense (4)
81  Short skirt (4)
82  Optical glass (4)
85  Offer (3)

3 9 5 1 8 4 6
6 7 5 1

1 2 9
5 1 6 3

8 9 4
7 3 2 4
8 2 3
3 1 5 4

6 9 4 3 7 2 1

3 9 5 1 7 8 4 6 2
6 7 2 5 4 9 1 8 3
8 1 4 6 3 2 9 7 5
4 5 1 7 2 6 3 9 8
2 3 6 8 9 4 5 1 7
9 8 7 3 1 5 2 4 6
1 4 8 2 5 7 6 3 9
7 2 3 9 6 1 8 5 4
5 6 9 4 8 3 7 2 1

3 9
9 8 3

1 2 7 6
7 2 8 5

5 7
5 4 1 2

2 1 8 7
9 5 1

9 2

4 3 7 1 6 9 2 8 5
6 2 9 7 8 5 4 1 3
1 5 8 3 4 2 7 9 6
7 1 4 6 2 8 5 3 9
3 6 2 5 9 7 8 4 1
8 9 5 4 1 3 6 7 2
2 4 1 8 3 6 9 5 7
9 7 3 2 5 4 1 6 8
5 8 6 9 7 1 3 2 4

6 9 2
8 6

8 4 3 2
9 7 3

5 1
5 4 7

6 3 1 5
4 9

1 2 3

7 3 6 1 4 5 9 8 2
9 2 1 8 7 6 4 5 3
8 4 5 3 9 2 1 7 6
2 8 9 7 3 1 5 6 4
5 7 4 9 6 8 2 3 1
6 1 3 2 5 4 7 9 8
4 9 7 6 2 3 8 1 5
3 5 8 4 1 9 6 2 7
1 6 2 5 8 7 3 4 9
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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 JUMBO CROSSWORD                 66

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Youth Programmes.
Our St John youth programmes are regulalry revised and are one
of the most successful youth programmes internationally.  

We have the Penquin Programme that caters for the 6 to 8 year olds 
to introduce these young people into fun and adventure in a 
controlled and supervised environment. 

TThe Cadet Programme is for the 8 to 18 year olds and provides a 
focus on  rst aid, healthcare, leadership and general life skills. 

Both are popular and aid with increasing community resilience by:
 >  making positive impacts on todays youth
 >  developing leadership, life skills and fun
 >  we mentor and coach in life skills
 >  building self esteem and con dence
  >  providing exciting leadership development 

If you have children looking for fun and development, there are
currently some vacancies on each programme.

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

To  nd out more information about these programmes or any of our
St John community programmes, please call Nikki on:

(07) 868 0555 or email nikki.tyrrell-baxter@stjohn.org.nz

St John Thames

Ngatea Indoor 
Bowling Club

For further information email
ngateaindoorbowlingclub@gmail.com

or contact Gordon 0275 551 150 or Paul 021 523 660

Social games 
Every Tuesday night 

March to October
7pm-9.30pm,
$4 per night

Ngatea War Memorial Hall
Everything supplied

Please wear flat-soled shoes

Juniors 

Welcome

COME ALONG AND 

GIVE IT A  GO 

EASY TO LEARN 
HARD TO MASTER

Do   
EYE STRAINEYE STRAIN
Do you have any of the following 

symptoms when using a 
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa� gue • Light sensi� vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina� on 

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the diff erence

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

The Hauraki Plains College rowing team 
competed successfully at the Maadi Cup in 

Twizel recently, with the girls under-18 double 
sculls coming claiming bronze and the coxed 
quadruple sculls coming in fourth place.

Eight Hauraki rowers competed at the New 
Zealand Secondary Schools Rowing Regatta 
from March 28 to April 2, with stiff competi-
tion from thousands of rowers from second-
ary schools around the country. 

The Hauraki team included Maggie Morri-
son, Rebecca Adams, Rhian Ball, Lucas Dowty, 
Ethan Claridge, Fraser Thompson, Danny Say-
er and Matthew Simpson. 

Team member Maggie Morrison said this 
year’s Maadi Cup was very successful con-
sidering the interrupted season for Hauraki 
rowers.

“We are so thankful for the Maadi Cup be-
ing able to still be held as previous regattas 
throughout the season have been cancelled 
because of Covid-19,” she said.

“We all learnt so much from the experi-

ence, from learning the rules complying with 
Covid-19 and having our own zone and racing 
at a different venue.”

Maggie said the team would like to thank 
Amanda Sayer, Franklin Hamilton and Jeremy 
Cryer for their support and encouragement 
throughout the week. “We would also like to 
say a big thank you to all our sponsors that 
helped get the team down to Twizel. 

“Overall it was an amazing experience and 
everyone came home with something new 
they had learned.”
RESULTS: Maggie Morrison, Rebecca Adams, Girls 
U18 Double Sculls, 3rd; Lucas Dowty, Ethan Clar-
idge, Fraser Thomspon, Matthew Simposon, Rhian 
Ball, Boys U18 Coxed Quadruple Sculls, 4th; Lucas 
Dowty, Ethan Claridge, Boys U17 Coxless Pair, 6th; 
Lucas Dowty, Ethan Claridge, Boys U17 Double 
Sculls, 10th; Maggie Morrison, Girls U18 Single 
Scull, 7th; Rebecca Adams, Girls U18 Single Scull, 
12th; Fraser Thompson, Boys U18 Single Scull, 
12th; Matthew Simpson, Boys U16 Single Scull, 
11th; Matthew Simpson, Danny Sayer, Boys U16 
Double Sculls, 11th. 

SPORTS

Maadi Cup success for HPC
HPC rowers: Back: Coach Jeremy Cryer, left, Lucas Dowty, Ethan Claridge, Fraser Thompson, Danny 
Sayer, Matthew Simpson, coach Franklin Hamilton. Front: Maggie Morrison, Rhian Ball, Rebecca Adams.
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm

Pollen St, Grahamstown

Locally made and produced goods

021 0266 7161

MARKET

PATCHWORK, KNITTING 
� WOOL & COTTON, 

HABERDASHERY, 
FABRICS, 

JANOME SEWING 
MACHINES, 

GIFT VOUCHERS

Open Mon - Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-12pm
468 Pollen St, Thames. Ph 868 8190  

E: needlesnpinsthames@gmail.com

HABERDASHERY

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 - 14 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

GARDENER

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES  CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANINGArkwrights Antiques on Paeroa’s main 
street sells many antiques from 

Crown Lynn to “very popular” gold and 
silver jewellery.

Viv Leonard, who has owned the shop 
for nearly 30 years, said Arkwrights’ ser-
vice was about being fair.

“As you give you receive, I was taught 
that as a child… and if I was selling some-
thing I’d want the best price,” she said.

“It’s a wonderful trade to be in because 
recycling is something I am really pas-
sionate about. Trading antiques is just 

glorifi ed recycling.
“People know when they don’t want 

their stuff to ring me… and get a price, 
and it goes from there.”

Viv said the public loved Arkwrights and 
always returned to see what was new.

“If it weren’t for the public coming in 
and supporting us we wouldn’t be here… 
and everyone knows Paeroa’s the antique 
town of New Zealand,” she said. 
Visit Arkwrights Antiques at 32 Belmont 
Rd, Paeroa, Ph 07 862 6898. Open seven 
days from 9am until 5pm.

Fair service at Arkwrights
Viv Leonard says fairness is the key to Arkwrights’ success.                  Photo: GORDON PREECE
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CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS

Death Notice

Part time 
Caregivers and 
cook/cleaner required. 
Ph 027 237 4413

Woodturners 
Cafe

in Ngatea are 
looking for a 

Cafe Assistant 
to join our 

growing team. 
Variable hours.
Involves one 
weekend day. 
No experience 

required. 
Full training 

given. 
Contact 
Lorraine 

021 246 9376

For Sale

Wanted to Rent

Gardening

Grazing

Situations Vacant

Public Notice

Firewood, Pine, $100 
per cube. Ph Steph 027 
385 2806 or Mark 027 
655 8661

FREE Homing Pigeons, 
from racing bloodline, 
ideal breeding stock to 
start you up. 021 100 
8709

FREE 3 burner BBQ 
on wheels with cover. 
Needs a good clean and  
new plate. Empty 9kg 
bottle included. 021 100 
8709

Retired active able 
bodied single pensioner 
requires single bedsit, 
fl at, caravan, outer cabin 
or room. Quiet, clean liv-
ing non-smoker. Paeroa/
Thames area. Ph Barry 
021 0828 4934

Available on the 
Hauraki Plains for 
yearling dairy heifers. 
40-50 head. Long term. 
Ex dairy farm. Ph 027 
354 3432

P.S. Gardens. Pruning, 
tidying, mowing. Ph 029 
770 1339

AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PAINT REFURBISHMENT OF 
CLASSIC MOTORBIKES

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE   867 7195  l  027 372 4797
                           
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
                                                            
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES
ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Clapp
Nicole

M 0276 409 005
P 07 868 9820
nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd
Licenced Agent REAA 2008
519 Pollen St, Thames

REAL ESTATE AGENT
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WASTE REMOVAL

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

WALLPAPERER

Classifi eds
Place your ad today!

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Ryan, Gina.

7-5-1923 to 9-4-2022

Peacefully at Kenwyn 

Home, Te Aroha.

We say ‘Arrivederci’ to 

our beautiful Nona

who has charmed and 

enriched our lives.

We are so grateful for all 

that she has taught us, 

and the love she shared 

so freely.

You can now reunite with 

your darling husband 

Ted, and daughter 

Margaret.

We will make you proud 

Nona, because you will 

live through us, always in 

our hearts.

Thank you to the staff  

at Kenwyn Home and 

Thames Hospital, who all 

fi lled Nona’s days with so 

much care and love.

‘Addio Orsa Bellissima 

Angelo’

Raymond and Celeste, 

Ben and Gabriella,

Isaac and Aisha.

ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATION 
PARADES AND SERVICES
MONDAY 25 APRIL, 2022

Lest we forget

Hauraki District Council organised Parades and 
Civic Commemoration Services at the Ngatea, 
Waihi and Paeroa Memorial Halls will not be going ahead this year. 
Mayor Toby Adams says that while it was a diffi  cult decision to 
make, especially in light of the changes to the Red Traffi  c Light 
setting recently, he is confi dent it is the right one.
“We start planning these events well in advance and when the call 
was made to cancel, it was because the guidelines in place were too 
tight. Now, even with the easing of restrictions, we’re conscious of 
the importance of keeping the vulnerable in our community safe, 
given the current spread of Covid in the Waikato.”
Despite the cancellation of the Civic Services, there are several other 
ANZAC services and parades being run throughout the district.
Paeroa
6 am - RSA Dawn service, Cenotaph, Primrose Hill
Waihi
6am - RSA Dawn service, Waihi RSA memorial area behind club, 

followed by 
8am - RSA Wreath laying, Waihi Cemetery
9am -  Waihi Heritage Vision and Tunnelling Company Descendants 

– Tunnellers Memorial Gilmour Reserve, Waihi
11am - RSA Memorial service, RSA Clubrooms, Waihi
Ngatea
11am - RSA Parade and Memorial Service - RSA Clubrooms, 

Ngatea. Parade to proceed from the Hockey Turf through 
the domain to the RSA clubrooms. Participants to be at the 
Hockey Turf before 10.45am

Kaihere/Patetonga
9am - Service at Kaihere Hall
Kerepehi
5.30am -  Dawn service and parade, Kerepehi War Memorial Hall

Please use the day to remember, in your own way, those who have 
served and are still serving our country in confl icts and peacekeeping.

MECHANIC
Any age  

Appren� ceship possibili� es   
Qualifi ca� ons not necessary 

but a bonus 
Working on a wide range of ag 

machinery, tractors, cars, 
motorbikes, small engines

Apply with your CV to 
admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Track and Structure 
Builder

Do you enjoy working in the outdoors?
Gain valuable skills in building bridges, 

box steps and tracks. 
We are looking for an experienced 

team player with a great attitude and 
practicality.

For the job description see our website 
www.walkwaysolutions.co.nz : 

Contact/Employment Tab
Apply by phone 027 304 3489 and 

answer 3 simple questions.
               Walkway Solutions, Kopu.

We are currently looking for relief 
paper runners in Thames, Paeroa 
and Waihi and currently have one 

permanent run available in Paeroa. 
021 100 8709

admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

NOW TAKING 
CLASSIFIEDS

Support your 
only truly local 

newspaper
Ph 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

*$106.79/week based on Baleno SE Auto, $24,990 plus ORC, total amount payable $27,872.19, nil deposit 3.9% 
p.a. fi xed interest rate and 5-year term. On payment of on-road costs to the Dealer, fi nance payments include a $305 
documentation fee and $10.35 PPSR fee. Suzuki Finance lending and credit criteria apply. Off er available 1-31 March 
2022. Excludes fl eet purchases, demo vehicles and all other promotions. www.suzuki.co.nz

Future looks bright for major events
Organisers of popular local 

events were “very happy” to 
learn unlimited crowd numbers 
could attend their events after 
a relaxation of Covid-19 restric-
tions.

New Zealand moved to Orange 
traffi  c light setting on April 14, 
which means there are no lim-
its for gatherings, though masks 
still need to be worn.

Beach Hop and Hootnanny 
Country Rock Festival organiser 
Noddy Watts told The Profi le he 
was very happy with the govern-
ment’s decision and as long as 
New Zealand wasn’t back in the 
red setting by November, Beach 
Hop could rev up again. 

“Because Beach Hop was held 
in a public space like the main 
street of Whangamatā or Waihī 
or Thames, we couldn’t restrict 
entry,” he said.

“It was only those who’ve been 
vaccinated [who could enter] 
and we weren’t comfortable with 
doing that with a community 
event, so traffi  c light systems 
when they were introduced last 
year weren’t going to work for 
Beach Hop.”

“So we’re happy now that the 
structure [the government] has 
got out is that we no longer have 
to do that… and that was the best 
news which is great because it’s 
for the community, we don’t 
want to be the vaccine police.” 

Noddy said the inaugural 
Hootnanny Country Rock Festi-
val was also “still on the cards” 
after the three day event set to 

Organisers hope major events like Steampunk and Beach Hop, right, may get off  the 
ground later this year.                           File Photos: VALLEY PROFILE

By GORDON PREECE 

rock Thames Racecourse in Feb-
ruary was cancelled when New 
Zealand shifted to the red setting  
on January 23.  

“We had to go through the 
cancellation process after all 
our hard work but it is what it is 
and the safety of the community 
comes fi rst,” Noddy said. 

“We were on target for where 
we wanted to be in terms of ticket 
sales and we were confi dent we’d 
have 8000 to 10,000 people 
there.

“It was a huge task to go 
through the cancellation, every 
ticket holder got a refund, we 
were lucky enough to receive 
some fi nancial support from 
one of the government agencies, 
so people got paid, which was 
great.”

Noddy said Hootnanny could 
take place in February next year. 

“We’re very passionate about 
[Hootnanny]... and all the artists 
have been fantastic and all the 
traders that had been booked all 

want to do it… but 
we just have to take a 
breath and re-evaluate things,” 
he said. 

“There were some things we 
could change anyway that we 
were maybe too committed to for 
this year so maybe we can tweak 
a few things, but we’re not going 
to commit to [Hootnanny] just 
yet.”

Steampunk The Thames Cir-
cuspunk celebration is now set 
for November after it was post-

poned due to Covid-19 restric-
tions. Committee member Ka-
ren Woodhall said while they 
prefered the event to be held in 
the green traffi  c light setting, 
there was a good chance they 
would return to a “post-Covid 
situation” in seven months.

“The last time we had a full 
[Steampunk] festival was in 
November, 2019, so the town 
is ready for this one… it’ll be 
just what businesses, accom-

modation providers and 
the town needs once 

we get over this 
hump.” 

Karen said 
because of 
this year’s 
c o m m i t -
tee change, 
there would 
be old fa-
vourites that 
were always 

popular, like 
the parade.
“Our parade 

is massive… and 
we just want it to 

be fun and bright and 
for people to participate and 

come out after hibernation and 
be visually beautiful because the 
parade has that reputation,” she 
said. 

“Also a big thing with our pa-
rade day is the day trippers, be-
cause we have half of New Zea-
land’s population, being Auck-
land, Hamilton and Tauranga 
within an easy drive so… they 
often come and spend the whole 
day in Thames.”

Organisers hope major events like Steampunk and Beach Hop, right, may get off  the 
File Photos: VALLEY PROFILE
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