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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us 
today 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash 
directly into landfi ll … that makes me see red! 

Well, it’s a no brainer … make the Smartest move, 
call the experts today, we know how to 

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.
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Native birds killedNative birds killed
A fl ock of protected native birds were 

killed by an inexperienced student pilot 
at Thames Airfi eld last week during a “touch 
and go” landing.

The Department of Conservation told The 
Profi le 22 South Island pied oystercatchers 
were killed when struck by a plane taking off  
at the airfi eld on either the evening of Feb-
ruary 15 or the morning of February 16.

Often seen roosting on the beach at 
Kuranui Bay, just north of Thames, the oys-
tercatchers are a protected native species 
under the Wildlife Act 1953 and have a con-
servation status of “declining”.

DOC Hauraki operations manager Avi 
Holzapfel said rangers identifi ed the dead 
birds as South Island pied oystercatchers 
when driving around the edge of the airfi eld 
on February 17.

“DOC accepts the plane striking the birds 
was an unfortunate incident and pilots do 
all they can to avoid striking birds,” he said.

The oystercatchers began roosting there 
recently and hadn’t done so in previous 
years, he said.

“The oystercatchers are known to roost at 
high tide on grassy areas of the airfi eld and 
neighbouring rugby club.

“We plan to work with the council and 
aero club to look at measures that could de-
ter oystercatchers from roosting there and 
reduce the chances of planes striking the 
birds.”

Hauraki Aero Club caretaker Roger Wil-
son said the incident happened when a stu-
dent pilot, who he believed was from Ard-
more, briefl y landed on the runway then 
took off  again without stopping.

“This was a young student pilot who wasn’t 
aware or hadn’t asked us, and he came in 
and apparently did a touch and go instead of 
just stopping, back-tracking and then taking 
off  where the area would be clear,” he said.

A large fl ock of protected birds 
were killed at Thames Airfi eld in a 
bird strike event DOC says was an 

“unfortunate incident”.  
TERESA RAMSEY reports

CONTINUED ON P2

DOC rangers iden� fi ed a fl ock of dead birds at Thames 
Airfi eld as protected South Island pied oystercatchers.   

Photo: SUPPLIED/DOC
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�
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328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 

advertisements in The Valley 
Profile, then email admin@
valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/txt 
027 396 2459 with your full 
name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in 
the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last week it was in the Trinity 
Network ad.

Quality 
kitchenware and 

gi� s for all seasons.

Do   
EYE STRAINEYE STRAIN
Do you have any of the following 

symptoms when using a 
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa� gue • Light sensi� vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina� on 

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the diff erence

OFFICE: 2 QUEEN STREET, PAEROA
www.valleyprofile.co.nz

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece

Ph 022 174 3988
gordon@valleyprofile.co.nz

ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 

MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN
Ph 027 396 2459

Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

The Valley Profile is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,600 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
letterbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribution around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

“He was inexperienced and so 
what happened is he literally did, 
unfortunately, at low level he ac-
tually flew into them.

“From time to time, we do get 
birds that settle on the runway. 
We’re well aware of that and we 
know how to work around it be-
cause they congregate in various 
parts and we can work our way 
around them.”

Nobody was injured in the in-
cident and the plane suffered mi-
nor damage, which was repaired 
at Thames Airfield before flying 
home, he said.

Pilots landing at the airfield 
knew to avoid the areas where 
birds were roosting, which meant 
bird strike seldom occurred, he 
said.

“It’s only at certain tide times 
and certain times of the year 
that we have this proliferation of 
birds,” he said.

“The birds usually congregate 
en masse at various parts and 
there’s nothing we can do - if we 
shoo them off, they turn round 
and come back again.”

Birds on airfields were an in-
ternational problem, he said.

“There’s not much we can do 
about these incidents. We try 
and avoid them and… normally 
we’re successful but occasionally 
there’ll be an accident.

“No-one likes to do that and 
the other thing of course, it’s 
quite dangerous if you hit birds 
because it can stop an engine.”

Thames Coromandel District 
Council, which owns and oper-
ates the airfield, has updated the 
Thames Airfield Aeronautical 
Information Publication (AIP) to 
warn pilots of the new roosting 
behaviour two hours each side of 
high tide between January and 
April. 

Council operations group man-
ager Bruce Hinson said council 
was concerned about the bird 
strike incident. 

“Council is always focused on 
the safety of aircraft, as well as, 
at this time, the welfare of the 
birds. However, as the birds are 

protected we can’t cull them,” he 
said.

“The Thames [AIP] already 
warned pilots that birds are pre-
sent – the updated AIP will pro-
vide them with more specific in-
formation allowing them to time 
their flights accordingly.”

In June last year, DOC re-
searchers caught and tagged 
oystercatchers at Kuranui Bay 
in a joint project with Land-
care Research, Birds NZ and the 
Pūkorokoro Miranda Shorebird 
Centre. The aim of the project is 
to find out more about the birds 
in order to provide better protec-

tion because of their declining 
numbers.

Before being safely released, 
115 of the birds were fitted with 
red tags and 22 were fitted with 
solar-powered tracking devices 
connected to a mobile phone.

Oystercatchers breed in river-
beds and farmland in the South 
Island and then, as winter ap-
proaches, they fly in their thou-
sands up to warmer places like 
the Firth of Thames.

More information about the 
species can be found at  nzbird-
sonline.org.nz/species/south-
island-pied-oystercatcher.

Pilots warned after bird strike
CONTINUED FROM P1

DOC caught and tagged the protected oystercatchers at Kuranui Bay last year to find out more about the 
birds to better protect them.               File photo: SUPPLIED/DOC
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55%
off.
Sleepyhead Swisstek.

Runout
Sale.

BedsRus Store Name    VISIT Street Address 

TALK Phone Number     DREAM bedsrus.co.nzThe experts in sleep.

*O�er valid to 12.04.22 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. See in-store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors or misprints. 

205 ������ ��, ������ 

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
PH 07 868 6128

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for over 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Come check out 
our New Season stock

Stockists of 
John Lennon shirts

crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

GRAHAM O’BRIEN 
Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Trust cracks on with helping local youth
A 15-year-old boy who’d 

been expelled from three 
schools is one of 11 Paeroa 
kids Falling Thru The Cracks 
Charitable Trust have helped 
over six years.

The trust, which was estab-
lished in Whanganui in April,  
2016, fundraises to pay for 
children’s private psychology 
sessions and speech and occu-
pational therapy. 

The trust’s treasurer and 
secretary John, who didn’t 
want to use his surname, told 
The Profile the trust began 
helping Paeroa youth in No-
vember, 2016, after seven of 
their trustees shifted to other 
North Island areas. 

“A family may come to us 
with an autistic child who’s 
non verbal so we get a speech 
therapist to go and work with 
the child and the family,” he 
said.

“Or a family may come to us 
and say their child has some 
real behavioral issues, so we 
get the psychologist to come 
and work with them and try 
and get to the bottom of why 
they have the issues.

“The families are very grate-
ful.”

John said one of the Paeroa 
children they’ve helped has 
gone through speech therapy 
for five years, and the first one 
they helped benefited from 
psychology sessions.

“We were sitting outside the 
Countdown fundraising and 
this lady came up to us and 

Kirsty and John collect for Falling Thru The Cracks on the main street of Paeroa.                Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

By GORDON PREECE

she was quite distraught and 
we asked her what the prob-
lem was,” he said.

“She then told us a story 
about how her 15-year-old son 
had been kicked out of three 
schools and she was at her wits 
end.”

John said the trust then got 

their psychologist to work 
with the boy and after six ses-
sions he was able to return to 
school.

“We were talking to the mum 
about two years later and the 
boy had passed NCEA Level 1 
and 2, he fitted in and he was 
awesome,” he said. 

“Having those six sessions of 
psychology had put him on the 
right track.”

John said the boy now works 
full time on a farm in the 
Waipa district and he loved it.

“It makes you feel good 
when you hear those success 
stories,” he said. 

The trust, which also helps 
families in Thames, Te Aroha 
and Waihī, is currently help-
ing four children from three 
Paeroa families, mainly with 
speech therapy.

John said Covid-19 had 
made their work difficult.

“At the moment it’s been 
hard because it’s mainly Zoom 
and Skype meetings but prior 
to Covid, the therapist would 
come to Paeroa from Tauran-
ga and work with the children 
face to face and help with their 
speech therapy,” he said. 

John said the trust also 
couldn’t fundraise outside 
their normal spot at Count-
down Paeroa due to Covid-19  
restrictions so they had been 
fundraising outside places like 
Paeroa’s ANZ bank.

The other day they raised 
just under $400 in four hours.

“At the front of a supermar-
ket we can normally [fund-
raise] an average of $170 or 
$180 an hour,” John said.

“The speech therapist costs 
are $80 plus GST per hour 
and a psychologist costs $170 
per hour.”

“So it’s big money but the 
public are very generous…and 
we’re so grateful.”

John said the trust was also 
grateful for the people who 
had transported children in 
need to Tauranga when the 
psychologist couldn’t travel to 
Paeroa.
DETAILS: For more information 
or to make a donation to Falling 
Thru The Cracks, visit: fallingth-
ruthecracksct.org.nz.
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Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

SPORTS

Senior boys sprint hard in the 100 metre final.                     Photos: GORDON PREECE

Henry Baverstock jumps for glory in the triple jump event.

Lincoln, Ffin and Tate dash in the 100m.

Kyla Wilson takes a leap of faith.

On your marks
Thames High School held their athletics finals on 
February 28 with plenty of nail-biting track and field 
events. Valley Profile reporter GORDON PREECE took 
his marks to snap the action.  

It was a tense boys’ 200m final. 

Intermediate girls power through the 100 metre race.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2009 Holden Commodore 
SV.6Auto, T-Bar

$9,990
Top Value

2000 Mitsubishi Pajero
V6 Auto, 7 Seat, Top Example

$8,990

2006 Mercedes Benz E350
V6 Auto, Good kms, 
Immac Condition

$8,990
Only

2013 Mazda Atenza
2.0 Ltr Auto, 18” Alloys, 
Mint Condition

Enquire

$8,990

2011 Suzuki SX-4
6 Spd Manual, 2.0 Ltr, Economy +

$12,990

2010 Toyota Blade
2.4 Ltr Auto, Leather, Top Specs, 
Only 79kms, Mint

 

$15,990

2014 Nissan Duke
1.6 Ltr Auto, 79 km, NZ New, 
Immaculate

2009 Holden Cruze
1.8 Ltr, Auto, Low kms, NZ New

$8,990
Now

Scholarship awarded for St John staffer
A part-time paramedicine 

student and member of St 
John Thames was “elated” after 
receiving a new St John schol-
arship. 

Donna Thomas, who’s cur-
rently an emergency medical 
technician at St John Thames, 
received the Porter-Gordon 
scholarship in December last 
year. 

The new scholarship, named 
in recognition of two lifelong 
Ngatea St John supporters, 
Lesley Gordon and Dave Por-
ter, supports St John’s Hauora 
education pathway.

Donna, who is also the volun-
teer manager for Maramarua St 
John, told The Profile she didn’t 
think she’d receive the scholar-
ship because she might’ve been 
“too old”.

“Most people who study these 
days are younger and I’m 48,” 
she laughed. 

“But whatever age you are, 
you should just do what you 
want to do.

“I knew I wanted to be an 
ambulance officer when I was 
seven…and this scholarship is 
really going to help me heaps.”

The scholarship covers 75 per 
cent of community health stu-
dents’ course costs and Donna 
said the costs of her paramedi-
cine papers this year were 
around $8000.

“So when I pass, [the scholar-
ship] will pay 75 per cent of that 
for me, which is great,” she said. 

Donna joined St John as a 
volunteer in Maramarua and 

St John Chancellor John Whitehead, left, with Lesley Gordon, Donna Thomas, Dave Porter, and Julia Te Huia.  Photo: SUPPLIED/ANNE GUMMER

By GORDON PREECE

Ngatea seven years ago while 
she was a fire performer and 
caring for her father, which she 
did for 18 years.

“Then they put me through 
my courses and I became an 
[emergency medical technician] 
and then two years ago I got a 
full time job at Thames Station,” 

she said. “From there my man-
ager said I should do my para-
medicine as I was more than 
capable… and I thought ‘why 
not?’ because I love learning 
and would be able to give more 
life saving skills within the com-
munity so I went for it.”

Donna said she still interact-

ed with everyone at Ngatea St 
John.

“In the Hauraki district, we’re 
a lot like a big extended family 
and I’ve made some really close 
friends since joining St John,” 
she said.

Ngatea Station was also where 
Donna was presented her schol-

arship by Hauraki Plains area 
committee chair Richie Saun-
ders on December 9. 

On the same day, the station 
also celebrated the graduation 
of 35 new recruits from an inno-
vative training programme put 
together by Ngatea paramedic, 
Julia Te Huia.
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Tel: 07 8687892  Mob: 027 314 1577
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

www.valleyeducation.co.nz
FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES

50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 

2022 COURSES
If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these 

are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how 
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2, 
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua  (15 weeks) 

Farming Systems (29 weeks); Horticulture Level 3

We also off er some fee paying short programmes – Barista and 
Driving lessons from learners through to full license options. 

Call us for pricing. 

YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME
PROFESSIONAL, HONEST AND RELIABLE HOME KILL

PROCESSING AVAILABLE

CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING

OPEN Mon - Fri 7.30am until 5.30pm & Sat 8am until 1pm
61 Belmont Road Paeroa       07 862 6959

For all your catering needs, Weddings, Funerals, 
Mee� ngs, Team Building days, Par� es, 

any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat Func� on Room available

 (Burton’s Out the Back)

444 Pollen Street Thames 
Ph: 022 380 9735

Email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
Website: burtoncatering.co.nz
Facebook: @burtonscatering 

Lunch Bar opening hours: 7:30am-3pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR 
CATERING 

NEEDS

A recreational boat ramp at 
Kōpū may now be consid-

ered after an Environmental 
Protection Authority inde-
pendent panel sought legal ad-
vice on the matter.

The preservation of about 
125 metres of mangroves put 
into question the legality of 
Thames-Coromandel District 
Council’s plan to include a rec-
reational boat ramp in “option 
2” of its multi-million dollar 
marine precinct development.

The government planned to 
fast-track the Kōpū Business 
and Marine Precinct project, 
but only following a revised 
design - “option 1” - which re-
moves the recreational boat 
ramp attached to the initial 
plans. This was to preserve the 
stretch of mangroves deemed 
a “natural wetland” by the 
government’s national policy 
statement for freshwater man-
agement.

After seeking independent 
legal advice from Derek No-
lan QC, the independent ex-
pert panel confirmed option 2 
of the project, which includes 
the removal of mangroves for 
a recreational boat ramp, could 
be considered as it was “not a 
prohibited activity”.

This is because option 2 was 
considered regionally signifi-
cant infrastructure under Re-
source Management Regula-

tions. TCDC said the decision  
was a “positive milestone”, and 
the next step was for the panel 
to provide copies of its draft 
conditions to the applicant and 
those who commented on the 
application, and invite com-
ment from those parties on its 
draft conditions. There was a 
five-day timeframe to provide 
those comments.

The panel has also asked for a 
plan of the wetland that is over-
laid with the Mean High Water 
Springs (MHWS), which is be-
ing prepared by council’s pro-
ject ecology team.

Council said the panel was 
still hoping to meet the March 
9 deadline, but depending on 

comments received on draft 
conditions, there may be a 
small extension of time.

Council wants to develop the 
marine precinct at the existing 
Kōpū boat ramp, which they 
say will generate employment 
by providing up to 78 new di-
rect full-time equivalent jobs 
during the design and con-
struction stages of the project, 
and around 30 indirect jobs in 
marine servicing.

Chief executive Rob Williams 
earlier said council supported 
both options for the Kōpū ma-
rine precinct - which received  
around $8.2 million from 
the government’s Provincial 
Growth Fund.

By TERESA RAMSEY

Mangroves could go

The existing Kōpū boat ramp may be upgraded in TCDC’s Kōpū Busi-
ness and Marine Precinct project.                             Photo: SUPPLIED/TCDC

Eight-year-old Brooklyn Henderson captured this stunning 
sun halo over his Paeroa home last week. The photo of the 
halo, which Brooklyn described as “a cool ring around the 
sun” was taken around 4:15pm on February 28. Sun halos 
are formed by hexagonal ice crystals refracting light in the 
sky at 22 degrees from the sun. This is also commonly 
called a 22 degree halo.
Do you have a beautiful or unusual photo taken in our 
region that you’d like to share? Email your high resolution 
image and details to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz.
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

ALL VEHICLES REDUCED. MUST GO. ACT NOW!
Call in and discuss a deal. Terms & trade ins.

Every vehicle 

must go
Every vehicle must go

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT  BEST $6,500
5 door Hatch, 1500cc Auto. All extras, In silver,
Exceptional Condition

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE

2005 TOYOTA EST $5,995
5 door Hatch, 1500cc Auto. All extras, In silver,
Exceptional Condition

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $6,995
158,000kms, 2360cc Auto, All extras, in gold,   $5,995
7 seats, Best Available

2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras

1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3,295
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition   $2,995

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495

2001 NISSAN PRIMERA $4,695
245,000kms, 1998cc, CD, Air, Elecs, 
Nice Mags, In Grey with Blue Interior, 

LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995

1999 NISSAN CEFIRO $4,495
2500cc Auto, 124,000kms, All extras BEST $3,995

2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New

1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV $2,975
1500cc Auto, In good tidy condition  $2,745

1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,295
4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $1,995

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD,
Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE

2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,695
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,200

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags,  $2,995
S/wagon, Electrics, VALUE

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200

2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $2,995

2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500

1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCLAIM $4,500

3.8L Auto, CD, Mags $3,995

2007 FORD FOCUS S/W   $5,995
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras,  VALUE $5,225
Met Blue

1990 FORD LASER GL $2,995
5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000 kms

1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
Has wiring problems, suit auto electrician
Worth repairing              REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls, 
WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
2001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE 
5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA 1996 HONDA ACCORD

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 1997 FORD LASER

$2,250 

$3,000 VALUE $2,850 

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

$2,850

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, 
Very smart in Metallic Blue

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, 
Very Tidy, Drives Well

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 
LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY

A CLASSIC DREAM

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

The Hikutaia kids had fun having a go on the bike facilities.                   Photos: GORDON PREECE

Henry Van Hellemond pops a wheelie to get over the ramp.

Jaydon Good cruises over the seesaw.

Nat Whitney goes down the ramp.

PEDAL POWER
Hikutaia School kids applied their passion for pedal power 
last week on ramps, seesaws and balance boards provided 
by Thames Mountain Bike Club. They were the first school 
in the district who had the opportunity to use them and 
were also encouraged to bring a gold coin donation for 
equipment maintenance and more biking projects at the 
club. Reporter GORDON PREECE headed along for the ride.

Evan Brett, year 3, plants safely off the ramp.

Denvor Kisling, year 5, rides up the ramp.
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife

Trees on the Hauraki Plains are showing 
signs of severe damage weeks after ex-

tropical Cyclone Dovi blasted the district.
The mid-February storm brought 

strong winds with gusts around 100km/h 
to many parts of the country, with a num-
ber of trees blown down on the Plains.

Several weeks later, thousands of trees 
throughout the Plains now have dead 
leaves on one side and healthy leaves on 
the other. The affected trees are mainly 
deciduous, such as poplars, maples and 
golden elms, but some evergreen trees, 
such as conifers, are also damaged.

A Hauraki District Council spokesper-
son told The Profile the trees affected were 
those in range of salt laden air blown from 
the Firth of Thames during the cyclone’s 
strong winds. 

“Not all trees were damaged, those with 
thick waxy leaves remained undamaged,” 
she said. 

The damage from the cyclone wouldn’t 
affect the tree’s long-term health since the 
damage was “cosmetic” and they would 
make a full recovery, she said.

“With autumn approaching, many of 
the trees will drop their leaves and in both 
cases [deciduous and evergreen], the fresh 
spring growth will not be affected.”

Council hasn’t received any service re-
quests about the damaged trees but re-
ceived service requests directly after the 
storm to remove fallen trees and clean up 
storm debris caused by the strong winds, 
she said.

NIWA forecaster Nava Fedaeff said 
trees by the coast could get saltwater spray 
but  she couldn’t say how far it travelled 
inland.

“I also know places on the coastline 
may get salt water intrusion where the sea 
floods the area, bringing salt into the soil, 
which is no good for plants,” she said.

A badly damaged tree on the Hauraki Plains.
“But other than if you’re living right on 

the coast, the damage is mostly going to 
be from strong winds,” she said. 

Nava said New Zealand currently expe-
rienced an average of one tropical cyclone 
per year, and NIWA expected there would 

be more intense tropical cyclones as cli-
mate change became more prominent.

“Changing rainfall patterns and more 
extensive dry spells can also affect some 
trees and vegetation,” she said. 

“A lot of growers are looking into grow-
ing more plants which are more suitable 
for warmer climates.” 

In its latest seasonal climate outlook, 
NIWA predicts temperatures are very 
likely to be above average from March 
to May. Marine heatwave conditions will 
likely contribute to elevated humidity and 
warm temperatures during March, delay-
ing the seasonal transition to cooler tem-
peratures during April and May. 

Extended dry spells are likely, especially 
during March, and an elevated chance 
for atmospheric rivers and ex-tropical 
cyclone activity may increase the risk for 
heavy rainfall events later in March or 
early in April.

Plains trees 
damaged

Thousands of trees on the Hauraki Plains 
currently have dead leaves on one side and 

healthy leaves on the other. 
GORDON PREECE investigates

Damaged trees line State Highway 2 
near Ngatea.  
           Photos: GORDON PREECE
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

N�� ��������� ����� 
JUST ARRIVED 

L������ ������ ��� �������. 

Come and see us for a deal

RuralRural LifeLife

Ella Pirie, front left, wins the junior championship with her calf, Laurendale Arlo Francie.          Photo: MUD MEDIA

Lincoln Vitasovich and Chloe Sargent compete.          Photos: SUPPLIED 
Judging for the supreme combined 
breeds champion. Ella Pirie wins the intermediate championship with Westell Jedi Saddie.     

Pirie Farms succeeds at national event
Ngatea-based Pirie Farms 

has earned championship 
titles at this year’s New Zea-
land Dairy Event in Fielding.

The annual event, which was 
held under strict Covid-19 pro-
tocols in January, exhibits New 
Zealand’s best cattle. 

Pirie Farms director Julie Pi-
rie said Pirie Farms sponsored 
her daughter, Ella Pirie, to 
attend with her three milking 
shorthorns and one jersey calf.

Ella’s animals won the junior 
and intermediate champion-
ships in the combined breeds 
sections.

She also had a team of four 
who represented JerseyNZ and 
came fifth in the youth chal-
lenge, where each team clipped 
an animal, paraded them and 
were then judged. 

Lincoln Vitasovich and Chloe 
Sargent helped Pirie Farms at 
the event and placed third and 
fourth in the Young Handlers 
event.

By GORDON PREECE
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45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

WWW.FRANKLINVETS.CO.NZ

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Need a vet?

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under REAA 2008 Helping grow the country

pggwre.co.nz/MOR35643

PRICE REDUCED

TAPU Lot 4 48 Tapu Coroglen Road

The Next Level

Are you looking for the perfect position to build
your dream home or grand design? Somewhere
peaceful and private close to beautiful beaches
with a bush backdrop? Come and discover Lot 4 in
this next level subdivision with stunning panoramic
views across the Waikato, Hauraki Gulf and
Coromandel. This subdivision is in a class of its own
- prepare to be amazed. There are nine sections in
total, designed to maximise the commanding views
with natives being planted on bunds between
them providing shelter and maintaining privacy.

$780,000
GST Inclusive

VIEW
By Appointment Only

E emma.muir@pggwrightson.co.nz
M 027 210 1803
Emma Muir

RURAL | LIFESTYLE | RES IDENTIAL

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD Brett Harris 

Electrical 2016 Ltd
For all your Electrical 

Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

RuralRural LifeLife

The announcement of a big push to 
upgrade capacity on congested rural 

broadband networks gets a big thumbs 
up from Federated Farmers.

A major eff ort to upgrade capacity on 
congested rural broadband networks has 
been unveiled by Minister for the Digital 
Economy and Communications David 
Clark.

The Rural Capacity Upgrade will see 
existing cell towers upgraded and new 
towers built in rural areas experiencing 
poor performance, as well as fi bre, addi-
tional VDSL coverage and other wireless 
technology deployed in congested areas.

“By the end of 2024 around 47,000 
rural households and businesses should 
experience faster internet speeds and 
better reception than they do right now,” 
Mr Clark said.

“The Covid-19 pandemic has shown us 
reliable internet is critical to being able 
to work, learn and socialise from our 
homes. Having been through lockdowns, 
it’s clear some rural networks had real 
trouble adapting to the extra usage.”

Federated Farmers NZ president and 
telecommunications spokesperson An-
drew Hoggard said Feds surveyed its 
members every year about broadband 
and cell phone coverage in rural areas to 
gather data on the worst blackspots and 
inform its advocacy to the government.

“The frustration of farming families 
whose businesses, distance education 
and everyday activities are hampered by 
poor or sometimes non-existent services 
comes through loud and clear,” he said.

“So news that upgrades to existing cell 
towers and construction of new towers 
should see 47,000 rural households and 
businesses experience faster internet 
speeds and better reception by the end of 
2024 will come as a relief.”

Agricultural production, not to men-

Rural broadband to be upgraded

tion meeting the swathes of new regula-
tions and requirements coming at farm-
ers on freshwater protection, greenhouse 
gas emissions and more, increasingly 
relied on fast and reliable internet con-
nectivity, Andrew said.

As the government acknowledged, 
Covid-19 restrictions - with more remote 
health consultations, remote learning 
and maintaining family connections - 
has added new layers of demand, he said.

“The Rural Capacity Upgrade will help, 
so kudos to the government,” Andrew 
said.

As part of the initiative, 13 private sec-
tor contractors have signed contracts 
with Crown Infrastructure Partners to 
carry out the work. The programme will 
be funded with the $47 million from the 
Government’s Covid Response and Re-
covery Fund.

Mr Clark said the intiative would help 
with economic recovery after Covid-19.

“With these upgrades, rural businesses 
will have the tools to be more innovative 
and productive.”

At the completion of all current con-
nectivity initiatives in 2024, 99.8 percent 
of New Zealanders will have seen an im-
provement to their broadband services.

Andrew Hoggard
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Thames, 402 Albert Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/402-albert-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 -

Deadline Reserve Sale 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 408 Willoughby Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/408-willoughby-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 -

Enquiries over $695,000 

Paeroa,12 Buchanan Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/12-buchanan-paeroa

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 2 1 2

Enquiries Over $950,000 

Thames,19 Puriri Valley Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/19-puriri-valley-road-thames-1

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 2

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 211B Baillie Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/211b-baillie-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $735,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Paeroa, 60A Puke Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/60a-puke-road-paeroa

Phone for a Private Viewing 

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $695,000 

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Wild panic at famous ‘Scrip Corner’

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.
Scrip Corner

One of the wildest panics that 
seized Thames happened at 

its famous Scrip Corner – a stock 
exchange in a block of offices at 
the corner of Albert and Brown 
Streets, at the Grahamstown end 
of Thames.

When Thames mines were pro-
ducing gold by the ton, Scrip Cor-
ner was the scene of financial 
ferment - the whole block being 
occupied by sharebrokers’ offices 
and the footpath crowded from 
morning till night by hundreds of 
people buying and selling mining 
shares. 

Almost hourly, rumours and 
reports spread that gold had been 
struck and thousands of shares 
changed hands. Small fortunes 
were made and lost and there was 
a rush for the Thames Advertis-
er, the morning paper, and the 
Thames Star, the evening paper, 
to see the latest mining news.

In 1871, great alarm was caused 
at the Corner, not by a gold dis-
covery, but by a horse tearing 

The Corner today.                             Photos: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

down the footpath with bridle 
and saddle flaps and stirrups fly-
ing. The Corner was crowded and 
the speed with hich coat tails were 
spread out horizontal in the air 
was a sight to be remembered. 

By 1879, the glory days were 
fading and when the bell calling 

brokers together at the Corner 
sounded, people looked to the fire 
brigade for explanation rather 
than to the stock exchange. Fire 
though did bring a throng once 
more to the Corner in 1928 when 
the old stock exchange building 
caught alight.

CONCERNED PERSPECTIVE
Colleen Brickers’ response on February 
16 to my January 19 letter ascribes a 
range of emotive perspectives that she 
presumes I hold despite my having iden-
tified Sandra Goudie’s own statements 
and actions and referred largely to her 
conduct as an elected council member. 
Colleen’s references to “real science”, 
“credible science” and “common sense” 
appear to have been developed via her 
mother’s wisdom and to not compre-
hend that if it is neither “real” nor “cred-
ible”, it is not scientific fact and uses her 
“common sense” to condone Mayor 
Goudie’s conflicted behaviour and her 
current stance of “no comment”. And 
Colleen, I don’t “oppose” your perspec-
tive, I just disagree with it. 

- M D Passmore, Thames

One of the largest crowds ever 
seen in the street since it was 
known as Scrip Corner assem-
bled, but soon dispersed when it 
was seen that the fire was under 
control. Two years later there 
was amusement at the old Corner 
when two schoolboys riding their 
cycles along the footpath towards 
each other collided. 

They both promptly sparred up 
and a little two round fight was 
only stopped when each had a 
bloody nose. A change of name to 
‘Scrap Corner’ was suggested. 

As time passed, many of the 
mining companies moved their 
legal offices to Auckland and the 
Auckland stock exchange became 
the chief centre of the dealers in 
mining scrip. Nevertheless, a 
fair amount of business was still 
transacted at the old Corner.

In 1910, the block of build-
ings had been purchased by Al-
bert Bruce, who was secretary to 
the Thames Harbour Board, the 
Thames Jockey Club and other 
organisations, who used the offic-
es on the Corner for many years.

In 1930, the block was sold for 
removal, pulled down and taken 
to the Hauraki Plains. Scrip Cor-
ner became but a name. 

This march of time sweep-
ing away Thames heritage was 
poignantly observed by a Thames 
Star reporter - “Though Thames 
has changed its appearance, it 
has not changed its heart, and, 
in an ever-changing world that, 
after all, is the thing which really 
counts in life.”

Scrip Corner, the verandahed building on the right, corner of Albert and Brown 
Streets, opposite the Bank.                                Photo: SUPPLIED

LETTERS
Send your letters to the editor to editor@
valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 
3600. Letters must include your full name 
and address, be 250 words or less and 
may be edited, abridged or rejected at the 
editor’s discretion.

The Thames Hauraki Plains District Fed-
eration of Women’s Institute recently 
held their Founders Day celebrations 
at the Paeroa Maritime Museum Park. 
The sun was shining, and the surround-
ings were a perfect spot to enjoy a day 
out. The Maritime Museum has done a 
wonderful job with their new walkway, 
parking area and we must thank them 
so much for all the help they gave us 
to make our day a success. Last year, as 
part of our 100 Year celebrations, each 
Federation was given a Kōwhai tree to 
plant. This has been carefully looked af-
ter by president Shirley, and after lunch 
it was planted in the grounds of the 
Maritime Museum along side two other 
Kōwhai  trees already planted. In due 
course, a plaque will be erected recog-
nising 100 Years of Women’s Institute in 
New Zealand in 2021. A game of quoits 
was played by members with points 
awarded, and after the scores were 
added up, Kerepehi Women’s Institute 
won the Pine Cone Trophy.

WI founders day held
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Correct, 4  Mysterious, 9  Dictate, 13  Nude, 14  Middle, 15  Unpaid, 16  Combine, 
18  Dad, 20  Harmlessly, 21  Incensed, 22  Scale, 25  Mosaic, 26  Sneeze, 28  Selection, 33  Ignorant, 
34  Awaken, 35  Teacher, 39  Diamonds, 40  Ending, 41  Idle, 42  Holed, 43  Rum, 45  Burn the 
midnight oil, 53  Web, 56  Skein, 57  Aces, 58  Revive, 59  Stingray, 62  Measure, 63  Pallid, 
64  Ravenous, 67  Foolhardy, 69  Breeds, 70  Escort, 74  Yacht, 75  Panorama, 77  Allegiance, 81  Rut, 
83  Swollen, 84  Stared, 85  Outcry, 86  Ring, 87  Ignored, 88  Crossroads, 89  Refugee. 

DOWN: 1  Conch, 2  Red Cross, 3  Thirst, 4  Medal, 5  Sped, 6  Erudite, 7  Impact, 8  Union, 10  Icon, 
11  Tobacco, 12  Tangle, 17  Flying bomb, 19  Rebel, 23  Sentence, 24  Utter, 25  Matador, 27  Neat, 
29  Evening, 30  Ponder, 31  Margin, 32  Renege, 34  Alibi, 36  Coop, 37  Balm, 38  Blot, 44  Upkeep, 
46  Nice, 47  Husband, 48  Morale, 49  Dived, 50  Inverted, 51  Outing, 52  Linguistic, 53  Wary, 
54  Boycott, 55  Kiss, 60  Grill, 61  Avid, 65  Fatal, 66  Pointing, 68  Othello, 69  Boarder, 71  Earwig, 
72  Walrus, 73  Terror, 76  Outer, 78  Lotus, 79  Eagle, 80  Cede, 82  Toga.

60

ACROSS
1  Confined (5)
4  Shy, self-effacing 
person (9,6)
14  Silly (5)
15  Theatre platform (5)
16  Ratio (10)
17  Comedian (5)
19  Bolt (3)
20  Actor’s clothes (7)
21  Spring flowers (9)
22  Stone fruit (6)
25  Timetabled (9)
27  Meagre (6)
28  Toothed fastener (6)
33  Earthquake echo 
(10)
35  Toss (3)
36  Nudges (6)
37  Young cow (4)
39  Lacking in care or 
strictness (3)
41  Community of nuns 
(7)
42  Norway lobsters (6)
43  Inform about, make 
aware (9)
44  Requirements (5)
45  Made jump (8)
50  Symbol for silver (2)
51  Highly respected (8)
55  Sorcery (5)
58  Financial obligation 
(9)
59  Debated (6)
60  Accumulated over 
time (7)
61  Jotter (3)
63  Follow orders (4)
64  Shelled insect (6)

65  Consume (3)
66  Found (10)
68  Goal (6)
69  High-spirited (6)
71  Graceful dancer (9)
76  Roman dictator (6)
77  Fallen space rock 
(9)
79  Lawlessness (7)
81  Snake (3)
84  Russian drink (5)
85  Copy out (10)
86  Practice (5)
87  Subject (5)
88  Make an irrevocable 
decision (4,4,7)
89  Dwarf planet (5)

DOWN
2  Choice (6)
3  Darkness (5)
5  Difficult (4)
6  Whim (7)
7  Heart (6)
8  Sound (5)
9  Ice cream flavour (7)
10  Long ago (4)
11  Eras (6)
12  Linger (5)
13  Zigzag aimlessly (7)
14  I earn it (anag)(7)
18  Lime aprons (anag)
(10)
23  Private instructor (5)
24  Horse 
accommodation (7)
26  Butcher’s chopper (7)
27  Brother or sister (7)
29  Spectre (7)
30  Exertion (6)

31  Culpability (5)
32  Resides (6)
34  Gun recoil (4)
36  Kick out of school (5)
38  Penalised 
financially (5)
40  Eye amorously (4)
45  Volley of shots (5)
46  Non-professional (7)
47  Work hard (4)
48  Left (6)
49  Open-mouthed (5)
50  Educational 
establishment (7)
52  Percussion 
instrument (10)
53  Oriental (7)
54  Cricket team (6)
55  Enigma (7)
56  Type of quartz (5)
57  Repair (4)
62  Sacred song (5)
67  Merit (7)
68  Eulogy (7)
70  Sugar (7)
72  Amended (7)
73  Four-wheeled 
horse-drawn carriage (6)
74  Rubber (6)
75  Mountain hut (6)
76  Tossed pole (5)
78  Students’ tests (5)
80  Agrarian (5)
82  Increase (4)
83  Woodwind 
instrument (4) 
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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 SUDOKU               40

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                 60

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

8961 State Highway 26, Puriri Offers Over $2,200,000 plus GST (if any)

NEW

LISTING

• 14.597 Hectare Lifestyle in the picturesque Puriri Valley
• 2 Level Executive Family home – 4 bdrms, 2 lounges, games room, office, 3 car garage
• Half round barn with 3 phase power, 3 bay implement shed, excellent yards, large orchard.

RRP224 - KEVIN FATHERS 027 279 9800 2334

221 Mackay Street, Thames Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

NEW

LISTING

Well presented 2 bedroom home that's easy to look
after, constructed in low maintenance materials &
gets plenty of sun. Wheel chair friendly layout.

RT5684 1112

38 Waiomu Valley Road Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

NEW

LISTING

Price guide offers over $770,000. If you are
searching for a home on the coast with space to
spread out & to accommodate a boat or campa.

RT5687 1112

Paeroa Offers Over $630,000

NEW

LISTING

• 4 brms, wood burner, open plan lounge/dining
• 2 toilets, double garage, garden shed, decking
• Fully fenced 649m2 (more or less) section

RG1951 1214

1 Leonard Street Offers Over $730,000

NEW

LISTING

• 1970's updated home, 862m2 fenced section
• 3 Dble bdrms, heatpump, insulated
• Single garage with workshop. Ph 078677800

RN1418 1113

202 Hape Road, Thames Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 1-1:30PM

NEW

LISTING

Price guide offers over $750,000. This solid 1960's
home is ready & waiting for new owners. Handy to
town, low maintenance & easy-care section.

RT5688 1113

8875 State Highway 26 Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 2-2:30PM

Deadline 15th March 4pm if not sold prior. Price
guide: Offers over $695,000. Situated in the rural
village of Puriri on a flat 1139sqm section.

RT5682 1113

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Learn more about property revaluations at 
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/news-page/2022/

february/24/update-on-property-revaluations/

P 0800 734 834 (within District) or 07 862 8609  • www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Covid delays
property revaluations

There’s been a delay with the valuers being able to 
complete the revaluation for Hauraki District Council, and 
consequently we haven’t been able to get your valuation 
notices out in February as promised.  The revised date for 

valuation notices to be in the post is mid to late April. 

SPORTS
Kerepehi Bowling Club had a turn out of 
32 teams for the first of a series of three 
tournaments with the format of classic 
pairs, playing on both greens. Results after 
four games were:- 1st 4 wins +38 points 31 
ends (Thames Coast) K Bunn, Val Mathews; 
2nd 4 wins +29 points 25 ends (Thames 
Coast) P Sargent, M Sargent; 3rd 3.5 wins 
+13 points 22 ends (Whangamata)Jim 
Jones, Peg Jones; 4th 3.5 wins +8 points 
20 ends (Peter Glass, Andy McCowatt. 
Club prize – George Morehu, Danny Teiri. 
Coming up – Sunday, 13 March, (Hudson 
Family) optional fours, Thursday 17 March 
Pairs Classiv, Sunday, 27 March, (Bowers 
Concrete) optional 3 bowl triples. Sunday, 
10 April, (Smythe Engineering) optional 
fours. Entries to Club 867 6897 (after 4pm), 
Fiona 021 811 077, Richard 022 603 1669.

With holidays and then poor weather con-
ditions causing an unfortunately extended 
break in their season, our primary and sec-
ondary schools cricketers were delighted to 
be able to begin post-Christmas play on Feb-
ruary 19. 

Secondary schools competition - senior 
grade: The second series of matches in the 
post holiday section of the Waikato Valley/
Hamilton Secondary cricket competitions 
was completed on February 26. The Hauraki 
Plains College team travelled to Cambridge 
and although the hosts took the major points 
from the match, the less experienced Hau-
raki players especially would have hopefully 
learned something about themselves when 
facing pressure situations.

Cambridge batting first, lost wickets at 
regular intervals during their first  35 overs. 
With eight Cambridge wickets down and only 
150 runs on the board, the visitors appeared 
to be in the box seat. However, a series of 
missed opportunities to wrap up the innings 
followed. Bowling and fielding standards fell 
away sharply and as a result a further fifty 

runs were added in off the next twelve overs. 
The Hauraki innings progressed steadily but 
with a frustrating pattern of several of the 
team’s more experienced batsmen gathering 
early runs from well executed cricket shots 
only to then display a lack of patience result-
ing in “soft” dismissals.

Trent Ball again showed that his shots se-
lection processes are developing nicely be-
fore being caught after an unforced error.  
Anthony Barker then took over Hauraki’s 
push towards victory but unfortunately a 
number of his well-struck shots went straight 
to fieldsmen throughout his innings. Debu-
tante Jaxon Haskell made an excellent start 
to the Hauraki senior team - he and Barker 
also produced another promising partner-
ship. However the lower order players were 
unable to support Barker’s fine batting effort 
and the runs “gifted” to Cambridge’s lower 
order batsmen earlier in the game proved 
the difference to the outcome of the match. 

Cambridge High School: 206 Cooper Green 
2/31, defeated Hauraki Plains College 153,  
Anthony Barker 45, Jaxon Haskell 31.

Cricket in full swing after delays
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm

Pollen St, Grahamstown

Locally made and produced goods

021 0266 7161

MARKET

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 - 14 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES  CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

SERVICES
Plumbing  • Drainlaying 

Roofi ng • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096   
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz   
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

PLUMBER

Tree Shapes offers a grove of arbori-
culture services including chipping, 

stump grinding, pruning trees and hedges 
and, most recently, clearing damage af-
ter ex-tropical Cyclone Dovi. 

Janella Munns has co-owned the arbo-
riculture business with her husband Colin 
since December last year after buying it 
from its previous owner, Matt Elliot.

Janella said she was “grateful” the busi-
ness had a team of qualifi ed and friendly 
arborists who were prepared to look after 
their customers and carry out their work 
safely and respectfully.

“You may be a regular who’d been with 
Matt for years but we still like to come 
and say hey this is who we are, give them 
a free quote and then we book the work 
in so they know they’re getting what we 
say,” she said.

“We have a tight crew who get to travel 
as far as Pauanui, Te Aroha, Ngatea, 
Kaiaua, and Coromandel Town, so they 
get to experience a huge variety of work.”

Janella said Tree Shapes also sup-
ported their team to grow their skills and 
acknowledged Matt for his continued 
support. 

Tree Shapes: a cut above the rest
Qualifi ed Tree Shapes arborists, from le� : Finn, Mathew and Elijah.                   Photo: SUPPPLIED



Kia Ora, I’m a young professional looking for a fl at in 
Paeroa with young and social people.
I currently live in Thames and work in 

Paeroa Monday to Friday. 
I enjoy sports, the great outdoors and travel 

and have always been a tidy non-smoking fl atmate 
who pays rent on time.

Maximum rent I’d be willing to pay would be 
$200 a week including additional costs. 

Contact me on 021 186 0656 
if you have any information.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Public NoticeAccommodation Required

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Caregiver for sleepover position and cook/cleaner 
for 3 hours per week minimum, includes personal 
care. Ph 027 237 4413

Home help required. Thames Coast area. Non-
smoking, mature, reliable person. Excellent remu-
neration to the right person. Ph 868 2225.

Reliable fi t person wanted to mow lawns, mower 
provided. Ph 868 2225

CALL THE EXPERTS

Zone manager - Coromandel 
We want more good people to come and do great things with us. 

We love where we live. That’s why we work so hard to look after our region and the 
people who live and work in the Waikato region. 

Customers sit at the heart of everything we do, and all staff have an important role to 
play in the delivery of exceptional customer service. 

Our work is as diverse as the region we care for; from the tip of the Coromandel 
Peninsula to the slopes of Ruapehu. We’ve got ambitious goals and there are some 
tricky issues, but that’s what makes it so interesting. 

We are currently recruiting for a Zone Manager for the Coromandel catchment management 
area based in our Whitianga office. This is a unique opportunity to make a real difference for the 
community and environment on the beautiful Coromandel Peninsula. 

This role will oversee and manage our integrated catchment management programmes in this 
amazing part of the Waikato region. It will be responsible for the delivery of soil conservation, 
water quality, biodiversity, river management, flood mitigation and community outcomes. 
The successful candidate will provide strategic and operational leadership and support to the 
zone team comprising staff from across the Integrated Catchment Management Directorate. 
The role is also a key directorate relationship manager working closely with our Coromandel 
co-management partners and stakeholders. The position is responsible for ensuring that the 
outcomes of the council’s annual and lon term plans are achieved. 

To be successful in this role you will possess excellent communication and interpersonal skills 
and be a strategic thinker with a minimum of five years’ relevant experience. Strong project 
management, budgeting and relationship building skills are also essential. Ideally you will 
also have a sound knowledge of integrated catchment management practices and operational 
delivery and have some experience in the local or central government sector. 

At Waikato Regional Council we require all new staff to be fully vaccinated for COVID-19. If you 
are successfully appointed to the role you have applied for conditions of employment include 
that you provide evidence of your full vaccination status and provide ongoing evidence of your 
full vaccination status as required.

Looking for flexible ways of working options, at Waikato Regional Council we are 
committed to working more creatively to ‘get work done’ in a way that is of mutual 
benefit to you, the organisation and our communities. 

For more information visit 
www.waikatoregion.govt.nz 
or phone 0800 800 401

M
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Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES
ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Garden Centre
Sales Position - Full Time

Please apply to The Manager 
by emailing your CV to 

aeroviewgc@xtra.co.nz or 
can be left at the counter, 

382 Ngati Maru Highway, Thames
Applications close end of day, 

Friday 11th March

We require a fi t, motivated, out going 
person for our busy Garden Centre.

Duties will include receiving and 
displaying inward goods, assisting 
our customers in the selection of 
their products, watering and plant 
maintenance and manning the sales 
desk among other duties.

Some heavy lifting us required, we are 
open 7 days so weekend work and 
Public Holidays are rostered.

Ideally knowledge of gardening is 
desirable but not a prerequisite for the 
successful applicant as full training will 
be given.

Please note that due to Covid-19 

regula� ons, paper delivery over the 

coming weeks may be aff ected as some 

delivery people are either isola� ng 

or away with Covid-19. As usual, it’s 

our policy to deliver the Valley Profi le

to every le� erbox, but if on the rare 

occasion you don’t get a newspaper 

delivered, there are always spare copies 

at your local supermarket, dairy, service 

sta� on or bookshop, or let us know and 

we’ll get one to you.

If you’d like to put your name down as a 

relief delivery person, please contact us:

027 396 2459 
admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

PAPER DELIVERIES

Licensed Cafe
Serving L’Affare coffee

Keto & gluten free options
Available for group functions

Private meeting room 
(complimentary)

Extensive gift ware range
Pet friendly

Open 7 days 8.30am - 4pm
3815 SH2 Mangatarata

Ph: 867 3266  
E: bmattock48@gmail.com

      woodturnerscafe

woodturners
CAFEPROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES

www.lynchandpartners.co.nz

For business & Farming Enterprises 
in the Thames Valley

• Income Tax Planning •
• Management Reporting •

• Budget & Cashfl ow Forecasting •
Paeroa Offi  ce

25 Willoughby St, Paeroa

Phone (07) 862 8643

Waihi Offi  ce
Rosemont Rd, Waihi

Phone (07) 863 7372

CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale

Wanted to Buy

Public Notice

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Firewood, Pine, $100 
per cube. Ph Steph 027 
385 2806 or Mark 027 
655 8661

Logging 
Truck Driver
Full Time position in the 

Hauraki Area.
Must be punctual, honest 

& reliable.
Hold a current Class 5 

License.
Logging experience 

preferred but not essential.
Please phone Chris 
on 0210 229 3626 MECHANIC

Any age  
Appren� ceship possibili� es   

Qualifi ca� ons not necessary but a bonus 
Working on a wide range of ag machinery, 
tractors, cars, motorbikes, small engines

Apply with your CV to 
admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Northern Health School
Thames Unit
Teacher – full time permanent position
We seek a senior year teacher or experienced primary 
trained teacher with strong curriculum knowledge and an 
understanding of NCEA.
Please visit www.nhs.school.nz for further information 
and required online application form.

Pedal car. 
Any 

condition. 
Phone Colin 
021 652 457

SUPPORT WORKERS WANTED

We are looking for Support Workers 
to support, coach and teach new 
skills, including meaningful social and 
recreational skills that interest them.

There are a variety of duties and responsibilities 
including:
●  spending quality time with Life Stylers
●  supporting Life Stylers with goals
●  personal cares 
●  housework

Our ideal candidates will have:
●  experience working in the health and  dis-
ability or teaching sector
●  the ability to be a great motivator and  team 
player and have a demonstrated   
ability to get alongside and ‘walk in   
someone else’s shoes’
●  an enthusiastic and creative attitude  
towards people and their support   
programs
●  display and encourage interpersonal  
and teamwork skills within the work   
environment 
●  demonstrate initiative and versatility,  with a 
grounding of common sense
●  demonstrate a fl exible and fl uid   
approach to workload, responsibilities  and 
daily planning
●  experience working with challenging  behav-
iours
●  excellent personal boundaries with the  ability 
to provide professional care and  support
●  a current Full Drivers Licence (and be  able to 
drive a manual car)
●  a committed to the principles of the  Treaty 
of Waitangi
●  Applicants for this position should have  NZ 
residency or a NZ Work Visa. Work   
Visas are to be valid for a minimum of   
12 months from application
●  Both COVID Vaccinations and booster  (as 
required)

If you are looking for a rewarding 
career, please send your CV to 

recruitment@suplife.org.nz 
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

Mahjong tournament first of its kind
Roger Kennerley’s passion 

for mahjong started with 
an unsuccessful game of scrab-
ble. 

“My sister was staying in 
town and she was right into 
scrabble, so I went down there 
to play with her and nobody 
else turned up,” he told The 
Profile.

“I knew a few people at the 
mahjong club and they said: 
‘Come along here, give this a 
go’ - and I’ve never stopped.” 

Mahjong is a tile-based game 
that was developed in the 19th 
century in China. 

The game is played with a 
set of 144 tiles based on Chi-
nese characters and symbols, 
but regional tournaments like 
the ones held throughout New 
Zealand have the ability to add 
their own unique hands.

Roger said it was essentially 
a “gambling game” - and it can 
be addictive. He knows of peo-
ple who can stick with a game 
for 72 hours straight. 

“It’s like what [video] gamers 
do these days,” he said. “In the 
old days, it was their first form 
of gaming, and in China, it’s 
still very much a betting game, 
and it can be very, very fast.” 

According to a rule book 
in Roger’s trove, mahjong 
was likely developed in the 
late 1800s, and because the 

Chinese learned the game by 
watching play during child-
hood, there was no written in-
struction, nor recognised rules.

“It’s interesting because 
in China, it’s mostly a man’s 
game. Here, it’s probably 95 
per cent women,” Roger said. 
“It is fairly tricky; there’s a 
whole assortment of hands you 
can play. There are recognised 

ones, plus, a tournament can 
make up a couple. You get extra 
points for doing those.” 

The goal of mahjong is to 
make matching sets and pairs. 
In turn, players draw and dis-
card tiles until they complete 
a hand to form four sets and a 
pair. A player can also win with 
a small class of special hands. 

Roger, who has played the 

game for eight years, is gear-
ing up to host a mahjong tour-
nament in Paeroa next month 
- the first tournament of its 
kind in the town, as far as he is 
aware. 

Set for March 26, the tourna-
ment will feature three sessions 
of games, with four players 
to a table, and because it will 
be held in the Paeroa RSA, all 
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players must be double-vacci-
nated against Covid-19. 

Roger said the tournament 
should be able to go ahead un-
der the red light settings, as ta-
bles would be spread out, and 
less than 100 people would be 
attending. 

“I’ve got people coming 
from Hamilton, Otorohanga, 
Tauranga, Whangamatā, and 
around the Peninsula,” he said. 

“It’s a very social game, 
though when you’re concen-
trating you don’t get much time 
to chat.” 
DETAILS: Mahjong Tournament, 
March 26 at the Paeroa RSA. En-
try fee: $30, includes lunch at the 
RSA, and there will also be raf-
fles available and trophies up for 
grabs. Any surplus funds raised 
will go towards the earthquake-
proofing and renovating of the 
RSA building. If anyone is inter-
ested in taking part, phone Roger 
on: 027 272 4600.

“In the old days, it 
was their first form of 
gaming, and in China, 
it’s still very much a 
betting game, and it 

can be very, very fast.” 
- Roger Kennerley


