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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us 
today 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash 
directly into landfi ll … that makes me see red! 

Well, it’s a no brainer … make the Smartest move, 
call the experts today, we know how to 

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Valley Profi le expands coverage area to include Waihī from next week, P5
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‘We don’t deserve this’‘We don’t deserve this’
High crime rates throughout the region have business owners calling for more police support. KELLEY 

TANTAU speaks to victims of burglaries and ram-raids as part of a Valley Profi le series.

Four Square Thames owner Nalin Patel and staff  member Janet Darrah 
outside the damaged storefront, which likely won’t get repaired un� l 

mid-2022 due to building delays.    Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Along the main roads of Paeroa and Thames there are 
signs of criminal activity.

An electronics store is getting its main entrance re-
paired after a holiday season smash-in; a superette and 
an antiques store are boarded up thanks to a spate of 
lawlessness; and the workers of a liquor store in Paeroa’s 
south are working out how to strengthen their security.

Manbir Kaur owns Super Liquor Paeroa and works 
there alongside her sister Kiran.

They were the targets of an attempted break-in one 
Thursday morning recently around 3am, when fi ve youths 
wearing hoodies tried multiple times to gain entry by 
smashing the front entrance.

“They were using their legs, using their arms, and then 
they used, like, a steel frame to try and break it,” Manbir 
tells The Profi le.

“It’s just shocking. They’ve got no right to go on to any-
one’s property and cause any damage. They came with 
the intention of theft but we’re lucky the motel [worker] 
across the road basically chased them away.” 

A box of beer was delivered to the motelier to say thanks 
but Manbir and Kiran, who only took over the business 
in October last year, have intentions to strengthen their 
security to ensure it doesn’t happen again.

“It’s really hard actually,” Kiran says, “you’re paying for 
your own safety.”

Over at AA Antique Furniture in Paeroa’s main street, 
there is a reasonably-sized smash in Adam Archer’s front 
window, but he doesn’t expect the instigators were after 
any of the items inside.

 “They didn’t steal anything, and they could have, but 
there’s no point in them trying to steal this sort of stuff  
because it’s worthless to those sorts of people,” he says.

“It’s not alcohol, it’s not cigarettes, it’s got no value to 
them, so it’s just straight out being idiots.” 

In Thames, cigarettes appeared to be the motive behind 
a break-in at Nalin and Rasella Patel’s Four Square super-
ette. It was the fi rst ram raid-style attack in their 22 years 

CONTINUED ON P2
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
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To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
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Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 

advertisements in The Valley 
Profile, then email admin@
valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/txt 
027 396 2459 with your full 
name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in the 
draw to win a Lotto ticket. Last 
week it was in the Autoworkz 
ad.

Quality 
kitchenware and 

gi� s for all seasons.

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

OFFICE: 2 QUEEN STREET, PAEROA
www.valleyprofile.co.nz

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece

Ph 022 174 3988
gordon@valleyprofile.co.nz

ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 

MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN
Ph 027 396 2459

Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

The Valley Profile is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,600 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
letterbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribution around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

of trading in the town.
Four male offenders, seem-

ingly adolescents, smashed their 
way through the main entrance 
in order to steal cigarettes, Nalin 
says.

“They took stuff, but they 
didn’t get what they came for.” 

The couple say the police 
didn’t arrive until four-and-a-
half hours later, and even then, 
they had shown up to deal with 
another dispute.

“In our case, the kids were 
young, so I don’t know if they put 
any effort into catching them.”

According to Waikato Police, 
more than 50 arrests of people 
aged 12-18 years old have been 
made since February 1 through-
out the Waikato region, and 
more than 500 vehicles have 
been stolen. 

A number of the vehicles have 
then been used in other offend-
ing such as ram raid-style bur-
glaries.

Nalin and Rasella fear that 
without a stronger police pres-
ence in Thames, crimes com-
mitted by youth will continue to 
take place in the town.

Their sentiments are shared 
by 98 per cent of poll-takers of a 
crime survey run by the Thames 
Business Association, with feed-
back stating businesses would 
like to see a manned police sta-
tion in town.

According to the survey, more 
than 52 per cent of respondents 
had experienced an increase in 
crime in their business in the 
past two years, while 32 per cent 
said they had been a victim of 

CONTINUED FROM P1

Business owners take on criminals

crime.
“We don’t deserve this. We 

work hard seven days a week, 
and you try to help the commu-
nity in these Covid times and 
then they come and do this,” Na-
lin and Rasella say.

“People are going to give up 
calling the cops. They want us to 
report even the little thefts peo-
ple do, but what’s the point? 

“Instead, we try to catch them 
in the shop and get the prop-
erty back… because by the time 
we ring [the police] and answer 
their questions, the driver who 
stole the things would’ve gone 
already.”

Businesses throughout the two 
towns believe property crimes 

“get lost in the woodwork”, and 
a stronger approach to offending 
youth is needed.

Waikato Police has set up a 
dedicated team to investigate 
this type of offending and are 
taking a “district-wide” ap-
proach. 

Waikato Eastern Area com-
mander inspector Dean Ander-
son tells The Profile that young 
offenders are highly motivated 
and move around the district. 

He says police are actively in-
volved in youth-focused preven-
tion activities in the Waikato 
Eastern area, which prioritises 
early intervention with youth 
who have a potential to reoffend 
or are simply in need of support.

“Our response to youth offend-
ing is in accordance with New 
Zealand legislative frameworks 
such as the Oranga Tamariki 
Act 1989, which dictates how we 
will proceed and progress with 
children and youth through the 
youth justice process. 

“That being said, rest assured 
where we find repetitive offend-
ing – the offenders will be held 
to account.” 

Inspector Anderson says po-
lice have always operated within 
a “highly dynamic and challeng-
ing environment” and need to 
prioritise incidents where peo-
ple may be in physical danger.

“This, on occasions, can delay 
our responses to property-relat-
ed offences when an offender is 
no longer at the scene,” he says.

“Our intention has always 
been to deliver the best service 
we can for the public. I can as-
sure you all of our staff work 
hard to do the very best for their 
communities.”

He encourages businesses to 
continue reporting incidents of 
crime, in order to identify, ar-
rest, and prosecute adult offend-
ers, and refer youths through 
the Youth Justice process in the 
area. 

“We would always encourage 
people to report this offending 
to us – even if police are not able 
to attend immediately, there are 
often forensic and other inves-
tigative avenues available to us 
which allow us to follow through 
and hold people to account.” 

The window is smashed in AA Antique Furniture’s shop frontage.
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If you love your car phone us 
now or pop in for a quote.

Phone 868 9300
115 Jellicoe Crescent, Thames 

(behind the Elim Church)
Queen St

Pollen St

BP

X

Wharf

� ames 
Collision 
Repairs

* For prompt and 
professional service

* Thames-Coromandel’s 
best equipped panel paint shop

* Experience some of 
New Zealand’s top craftsmen 

working on your car
* Loan Cars available

• • • • •
••

SALEMake it 
Yours

At least

25%off
all La-Z-Boy

*

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

*T&C’s apply. Par� cipa� ng stores only. Please see in-store for more details or go to la-z-boy.co.nzLIMITED TIME ONLY

Paeroa op shop to give back after fire
Raising funds for emergency 

services will take place dur-
ing a charity opportunity shop’s 
grand reopening on Saturday af-
ter last month’s fire engulfed its 
store on Paeroa’s main street.

The op shop will reopen in a 
new premises on Normanby Rd, 
and with a new name - Forget 
Me Knot’s New Beginnings.

Owner Susan Turner said her 
store would continue to support 
the local community after reo-
pening.

“We do it for the love of giving, 
we donate raffle hampers for the 
elderly lunch at Paeroa Race-
course, we did a Christmas raf-
fle last year for the Paeroa RSA 
building fund,” she said.

“The first fundraising idea 
once we open is a money trail-
er on our new counter to raise 
funds for the fire service and 
then St John, because they were 
the services who helped us on 
the day of the fire.”

Susan said she was initially 
devastated after the fire, and 
couldn’t bring herself to go into 
what was left of the shop.

She then learned a safe con-
taining around $300 stolen 
from the charred remains of the 
charity op shop before the site 
was boarded up.

But she soon switched into 
“survival mode”, she said.

“The focus has been on getting 
the shop open since the day af-

By GORDON PREECE

ter the fire and I’m very excited 
to have the shop open again, not 
for myself but for the commu-
nity,” she said.

“Some have said I should take 
this opportunity to have a break 
and a holiday so there’s no rest 
for the wicked, but I say no, I’m 
dedicated.

“One door closes and many 
more open, I look at everything 
in a positive light.”

Susan said she had her new 
premises lined up before the fire 
and had brought forward her 
plan to move in.

“It turned out to be a blessing 
in disguise because we now have 

a bigger premises.”
Susan said since the fire, which 

was believed to be caused by an 
electrical fault in her store’s 
kitchen ceiling, there had been 
“overwhelming” community 
support.

“People from as far away 
as Matamata, Tauranga and 

Susan Turner says she’s “very excited” to reopen her charity op shop on Saturday.     Photo: GORDON PREECE

Whangārei have brought do-
nations to get the shop off the 
ground again,” she said. 

“We’ve probably received six 
trailer loads of clothing, bric-a-
brac, electronics, furniture and 
I had to say stop on the clothes 
because it was becoming ridicu-
lous for the capacity of storage.

“We’ve also got a 20ft con-
tainer and a five bedroom house 
where we’ve been storing stuff.” 

Susan said her husband Bear 
and nephew Arona had helped 
with reopening preparations.

She also had support from 
Thames Kiwi Rescue, Hau-
raki Resource Centre, Scotty’s 
Wheels and Tyres, the Tongan 
Community, St John Thames 
and Ngatea, and Paeroa Refuse 
Centre.
DETAILS: Forget Me Knot’s New 
Beginnings will open on March 
26 with a blessing at dawn before 
doors to its new store on 80 Nor-
manby Rd open at 8:30am. There 
will be a sausage sizzle outside the 
store throughout the day.

“We do it for the love 
of giving. The first fun-
draising idea once we 
open is a money trail-
er... for the fire service 

and St John.” 
- Susan Turner
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Proposed Annual Plan
Consultation on the proposals in our dra�  Annual 
Plan for the coming 	 nancial year (2022/23) runs until 
Monday 11 April.

Do you support our proposal to change the way we 
charge for use of our harbour facilities and boat 
ramps to a user-pays-more model?

Provide your feedback on our revised Matarangi 
Open Space Land Purchase plan.

Check out our proposed changes to our Capital Works 
Programme, which are to take account of rising costs 
and delays due to supply chain issues.

Our consultation document What’s Changing for 
2022/23? is now available to view or download from 
our website at tcdc.govt.nz/annualplan2022
Visit this page to 	 nd out how you can have your 
say today.

Commercial Operators 
Consultation
We’re wanting to make it easier for commercial 
operators to apply for licences to operate mobile 
businesses on our Council reserves, as well as reduce 
the cost to ratepayers by decreasing administration 
time and cost to assess these applications. 
tcdc.govt.nz/commercial-licences

Household organic 
waste disposal
Should kitchen food scraps and 
garden clippings be included in Kerbside rubbish and 
recycling collections? Give us your feedback on the 
options in our consultation running now until 12 April. 

Go to tcdc.govt.nz/organicwaste

Easter Kerbside Collections
Kerbside rubbish and recycling 
collections will be one day later 
after the Easter Monday (18 April) 
public holiday. Check out your 
schedule at

tcdc.govt.nz/kerbside
All seven of our Refuse Transfer Stations will be closed 
Good Friday (15 April) and open to their Sunday 
hours on Easter Monday. On Anzac Day (Monday 25 
April) they are all open from 1pm to 5:30pm. 

Check the hours and locations: 

tcdc.govt.nz/rts
Plastic type 5 
now recycled
Put clean plastic type 5 
items in your recycling 
wheelie bin or take them 
to your local transfer 
station. Common 
plastic type 5s include 
ice cream containers, 
large yoghurt tubs 
(not the small pottles), 
margarine, takeaway 
containers. Regardless 
of the product, always 
check for the number 1, 
2 or 5 on the item 
before recycling.

Local art groups and creative projects across the 
Coromandel are being o� ered a helping hand with 
funding from the Creative Communities Scheme. 
Our next round closes on 25 March. For more 
information on the criteria and to download an 
application form, visit tcdc.govt.nz/ccs

Creative 
Community 
Funding

COROMANDELCOROMANDELOUR
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council 23 March, 2022

The project will transform the existing boat ramp area at Ko-pu-.

Green light for Ko-pu- marine facility
The Environmental Protection Agency has granted 
our Council consent to build a commercial wharf and 
recreational boat ramp facility at Ko-pu- .
The project is thanks to the government’s Crown 
Infrastructure Fund, which granted our Council $8.2 
million to build a commercial wharf and pontoon, 
commercial slipway, and a commercial haulage access 
area. It also includes a wider road over the stopbank at 
the southern end of Quay Street, a new access road (and 
extension of King Street) as well as the construction of a 
public recreational boat ramp and parking area.

“A gobsmackingly fantastic outcome,” says our Mayor 
Sandra Goudie. “This course of action is going to make a 
real di� erence to Thames, our district and the region.”

“Right now, infrastructure builds have real challenges – 
supply chain, in� ation, labour shortages and the e� ects 
of global hostilities – we will work through all of these to 
make sure we have a tangible asset that brings increased 
economic and social bene	 ts for us all.”

www.coromandel.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames, Phone: 07 868 0200www.facebook.com/
ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

TC
DC

/2
24
4

The facility will not only support employment in the 
Thames township, it will also provide alternative marine-
servicing options for vessels from the Hauraki Gulf, 
Coromandel Town, Tauranga, Auckland and Whangarei.

It will have immediate bene	 ts for the local community 
by creating up to 13 jobs in the short-term. Another 19 
jobs will be created through the precinct’s construction, 
with potential for dozens more downstream jobs when 
the project is complete.

It is estimated that the Ko-pu-  Marine Precinct could bring 
economic returns of up to $58.5 million over the next 30 
years. It brings fresh opportunities to the boat repair and 
maintenance, aquaculture, trade and transport industries. 
tcdc.govt.nz/kopumarineprecinct

Total � re ban li� ed
The total 	 re ban has been li� ed, but you’ll 
still need a permit to light an outdoor 	 re. Visit 
checkitsalright.nz for 	 re safety tips and to apply 
for a permit.

A word from the Board Chairperson,
Strat Peters
“We’ve got three important public 
consultations on the go, including one 
on proposed changes to the budgets and 
projects in the Annual Plan. Many people will 
also want to give our Council their thoughts on including  
organic waste as part of Kerbside collections – there’s 
been strong interest in this in the community. Please get 
involved and have your say.”
strat.peters@council.tcdc.govt.nz

The Board’s next meeting is on 6 April 2022, 9am. For 
now all our meetings are being held online. If you wish to 
speak in the public forum, contact 
governance.services@tcdc.govt.nz
Agendas are published two working days before meetings 
at tcdc.govt.nz/meetings where you’ll also 	 nd 
recordings of each meeting.

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE
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LET 
GROW YOUR PROFILE 
Ask these businesses... 

Susanna Kruger
What I like about Valley Profi le is that they provided a one-stop service 
including graphic design, photography, repor� ng and adver� sing.
Their professional presenta� on of my life and work made me feel wel-
come to join the Thames-Coromandel business community.

AJ’s Clean Up Crew
I’ve been meaning to email you for ages just to tell you that I get at 
least three to four jobs a week off  our li  le advert. Very impressive!!
Alaine

Hauraki Plains Motors
Adver� sing with The Valley Profi le is 
ge�  ng people in the door which gives 
us the opportunity to sell more.
We adver� sed our bike conversions 
only in the VP & we are s� ll amazed at 
how many people are coming in. We 
certainly didn’t expect the response 
we have had.There are a lot of peo-
ple reading the paper that you don’t 
realise.
Miles & Diane

Trinity Network
We have been adver� sing in the Valley 
Profi le for about a year now with proven 
results , the feedback from our Vendors 
and purchasers are that it’s a great local 
paper to adver� se in because of the local 
news content and suppor� ng a locally 
owned business.
Nikki and the team are great to work with 
no hassles and a very professional ap-
proach , we would strongly recommend to 
anybody thinking of adver� sing to use the 
Valley Profi le and reap the rewards.
Kerry & Adrienne

RCS
I appreciate the Valley Profi le, it’s a great newspaper, if you’re thinking 
of adver� sing I’ve had plenty of calls from people so far… so I would 
give it a shot.
Simon

Floor Solu� ons
We have found that every week we are ge�  ng enquiries for our ser-
vices and are well above what we’ve experienced with other papers
Pippa

Valley Profile to be delivered in Waihī
Waihī locals will soon enjoy 

top quality news delivered 
to every letterbox as the Valley 
Profile community newspaper 
expands to cover the entire Hau-
raki District from next week.

Valley Profile owner and edi-
tor Teresa Ramsey said full cov-
erage and distribution in Waihī 
was always on the cards as the 
independently-owned and op-
erated free weekly paper was 
already covering the rest of the 
Hauraki district.

“Since we began in May, 2020, 
we have had many Waihī locals 
asking us to cover their patch as 
well as Paeroa, Thames and the 
Hauraki Plains,” she said.

“And we’ve covered many big 
stories from Waihī, Waikino and 
the Karangahake Gorge over 
that time, so it’s nice to finally 
be in a position to cover impor-
tant stories and deliver to Waihī 
officially.

“Our qualified journalists are 
looking forward to reporting 
general news, covering local de-
mocracy and celebrating com-
munity champions in Waihī, 
during a time when many in the 
news industry are facing redun-
dancies, cutbacks and uncer-
tainty.”

The announcement comes as 
some community newspapers 
were struggling because of the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic on advertising revenue, she 
said.

The Valley Profile under-
stands Stuff was planning to 
temporarily reduce print num-

bers for 15 of its community ti-
tles nationwide, including the 
Hauraki Herald, with rural de-
livery deliveries stopped first.

Both NZME and Stuff have 
undertaken many redundan-
cies, closures and mergers in the 
past few years, including closing 
the Hauraki Herald and Waihi 
Leader offices and merging the 
Waihi Leader with Whangama-
ta’s Coastal News.

In contrast, the Valley Profile 
has grown from a monthly paper 
with a staff of one to publishing 

weekly and employing four full-
time staff and two contractors 
within its first year. 

The Profile also opened its of-
fice in Queen St, Paeroa, in No-
vember last year.

Teresa said this was thanks to 
loyal advertisers who believed 
in The Profile’s commitment to 
local news, and also because ad-
vertising in The Profile was af-
fordable and produced excellent 
results. 

“Feedback from advertisers 
is consistently positive, they are 

experiencing many regular di-
rect sales as a result of their ads 
in the Valley Profile,” she said.

“This is because we have en-
gaging local editorial content 
throughout the newspaper, so 
readers spend time on every 
page and take in both stories and 
ads.”

The latest Covid-19 outbreak 
had affected The Profile too, 
but Teresa said the publication 
would never abandon large parts 
of the communities the paper 
covered - especially those in ru-

The Valley Profile will be delivered to every letterbox in Waihī from next Wednesday.     Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

ral communities who may not 
always have a reliable means of 
communication.

“We might take a hit along 
with many other local business-
es, but we will work very hard to 
make sure important informa-
tion reaches every household in 
the regions we cover, especially 
during this health crisis.

“In the midst of a serious pan-
demic, our readers rely on our 
quality journalism to inform and 
connect our communities.

“So, instead of cutting back 
on the number of papers we’re 
delivering, we’re increasing our 
circulation to more than 16,000 
copies. And we will endeavour 
to make sure every one of them 
is delivered to every letterbox in 
the Hauraki and Thames Val-
ley - even if it means we get out 
there and do it ourselves.”

The latest Omicron outbreak 
had affected delivery of The Pro-
file in recent weeks but noth-
ing the title couldn’t manage, 
she said. “As the virus quickly 
spreads through schools, some 
of our newspaper delivery su-
perstars have either had the vi-
rus or were isolating as family 
members were sick,” she said.

“This meant some of our de-
livery people couldn’t complete 
their runs some weeks, however, 
our dedicated Profile staff and 
their family members stepped 
up to make sure every run was 
covered and every paper was 
delivered. It’s an ongoing mam-
moth effort from our team, but 
it’s so satisfying to know our lo-
cal news has reached everyone.”

- Teresa Ramsey, editor

FROM THE EDITOR
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Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for over 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Come check out 
our New Season stock

Out� tters 
for every occasion 

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

Roundabout clean-up planned

A roundabout that looks like 
“the entry to an abandoned 

town” will get its next clean-up 
before Easter weekend, the NZ 
Transport Agency has pledged. 

The Kōpū roundabout, which 
links State Highway 26 with 
State Highway 25, has been 
described by a resident as “dis-
graceful” and showing “a severe 
lack of civic pride”.

The resident, who wanted to 
remain anonymous, said they 
noticed the roundabout looking 
untidy around Christmas, with 
overgrown vegetation and litter 
fi lling up the centre of the traffi  c 
circle.

“This is the gateway to the 
Coromandel. Currently, the 
roundabout looks like the entry 
to an abandoned town, showing 

a severe lack of civic pride,” they 
said.

“Having travelled a great deal 
around New Zealand, this re-
fl ects badly on Thames, which is 
a lovely town with plenty to of-
fer.”

In emails seen by The Profi le,
the resident contacted Thames-
Coromandel District Council 
and Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency to determine whose re-
sponsibility it was to clean up 
the roundabout.

They said it had been diffi  -
cult to establish culpability, but 
Waka Kotahi’s director regional 
relationships in Waikato and the 
Bay of Plenty David Spiers told 
The Profi le it was the agency’s 
responsibility for the mainte-
nance of vegetation on rural 
roundabouts on Waikato state 
highways, including the one at 
Kōpū. 

“Waka Kotahi is working to 
optimise our maintenance and 
renewal work at a time when 
there is a fi nite amount of fund-
ing available and growing de-
mands on the roading network. 

“We are prioritising keeping 
our roads safe, avoiding disrup-
tion for users, as well as mini-
mising future costs of restoring 
the network to sustainable levels 
of service,” he said.

“Unfortunately this means 
that vegetation maintenance 
doesn’t always get prioritised 
unless it is deemed a safety con-
cern.” The last maintenance of 
the Kōpū roundabout was car-
ried out just before Christmas 
2021, and vegetation would be 
cleared again prior to Easter 
weekend, he said.

The Kōpū roundabout in Thames is vic� m to growing demands on the roading network, Waka Kotahi says.
Photo: GORDON PREECE

A power outage caused by plas-
tic from a market garden 

tangled in a transmission line in 
Puriri meant residents, health 
care centres, and schools were 
without electricity for four hours 
last week.

According to Transpower, the 
owners and operators of New 
Zealand’s National Grid, the plas-
tic was a hazard “that could cause 
a fi re or unexpected electricity 
outage”.

It meant turning off  the power 
from 10am-2pm on March 16 to 
remove the plastic safely.

Impacted areas were far-reach-
ing: from Matatoki, Thames, 
Whitianga, Tairua, Kerepēhi, and 
Coromandel.  

The outage caused busi-

nesses to close and delays for 
Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki’s 
Whānau Health Centres across 
the Thames Valley and Coro-
mandel Peninsula, while some 
schools, including Waitakaruru 
and Thames High, had to send 
their students home.

However, a Waitakaruru 
School post to social media said 
there was a silver lining to the 
power outage. “It was a great op-
portunity to test our communica-
tion techniques with no internet 
or landline. We discovered our 
school phones are digital so do 
not work without power.”

The school has since put a call 
out for a landline phone that could 
be donated for use in emergen-
cies such as the mid-week power 
cut.

Plastic causes power cut

Large pieces of plas� c wrapped around a pylon and power lines in 
Neavesville Rd, Puriri.                   Photo: GLENN RAMSEY

LEST WE 
FORGET

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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If you would like your business to be 
part of our special ANZAC feature

Contact Nikki to 
reserve your poppy

A portion of sales will be donated 
to the RSA

Publishing April 20
Deadline Monday April 11

Nikki: 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2009 Holden Commodore 
SV.6Auto, T-Bar

$9,990
Top Value

2008 Honda CR-V
2.4 Ltr Auto, Top Example

$9,990
From

2006 Mercedes Benz E350
V6 Auto, Good kms, 
Immac Condition

$8,990
Only

2013 Toyota Yaris
Auto, Alloys, Economical

$12,990

$15,990

2014 BMW 320
Auto, Diesel, Low kms, REDUCED 

Now
$11,990

2010 Toyota Ractis
Auto, Low 54 kms, Mint Condition

 

$8,990

2005 Nissan Navara
2.5 Ltr Turbo Diesel, 5 Spd, Big Deck

2009 Holden Cruze
1.8 Ltr, Auto, Low kms, NZ New

$8,990
Now

Kai packs provide isolation lifeline
Kai packs containing fresh lo-

cal produce are being dished 
out to many isolating families in 
Kaiaua’s community. 

Organiser Te Wai Unasa told 
The Profile the initiative was put 
together by Wharekawa Marae 
in collaboration with Kaiaua 
Volunteer Rural Fire Force to 
prepare for Covid-19. 

“We knew that Omicron was 
going to hit our community 
based on the increasing num-
bers of cases and the amount 
of locals who need to travel for 
work and especially up to Auck-
land,” she said.

“So we needed to put things 
in place to provide support to 
whānau and community mem-
bers who might not have access 
to support for shopping and 
food available.

“Our community have been 
somewhat prepared, some have 
been able to stock up but others 
might’ve run out because their 
shopping day is a specific day 
of the week then they’ve come 
down with Covid.”

Te Wai said Wharekawa 
Marae sourced funding through 
Te Kotahi a Tāmaki to initiate 
their Kai Hub. They began dis-
tributing the packs on March 1 
when they found out about Omi-
cron cases in their community.

The packs, which are also 
distributed in Waitakaruru, Mi-
randa and Whakatīwai, contain 

By GORDON PREECE

canned goods, bread, butter and 
milk and Kaiaua Community 
Garden members donated fresh 
fruit and vegetables.

“Some of our community gar-
den members who have chick-
ens have also donated eggs and 
our local orchard has donated 
avocados and honey,” Te Wai 
said. 

“There’s a few meals which can 
be made out of [the kai packs] in 
conjunction with pantry staples 
and other items people might 
have at home.”

Organiser Tess Watts said the 
value of the kai packs was be-
tween $60 to $100 based on the 
number of family members.

“Now that the isolation period 
has dropped from 10 to seven 
days, we’re still doing the same 
amount in each kai pack no mat-
ter how many days they’re in iso-
lation,” she said.

Te Wai said families had been 
“grateful” and “very happy” to 
receive the kai packs.

“A lot of them don’t know what 
support is out there… [for them] 
to know there’s kai packs from 
our locals has been quite lovely 
as we are a community who try 
and support each other as much 
as we can because it’s a small 
area,” she said. 

Te Wai said they would con-
tinue distributing the kai packs 

for as long as the Omicron out-
break lasted. “Tess and myself 
are the main contacts as well as 
the [Wharekawa] Marae Reser-
vation Trust, and when people 
reach out to us, we get a kai pack 
together and deliver it to them,” 

she said.
“We would like to acknowl-

edge, Wharekawa Marae, Kaiaua 
Rural Fire Force, Kaiaua Com-
munity Garden and Te Kotahi a 
Tāmaki for their funding.”
FIND OUT MORE: Ph 022 076 8630.

Kaiaua volunteer firefighters Te Wai Unasa, left, Mike Laker, Tess 
Watts and Mark Crowther have helped with the packaging and 
delivery of kai packs.                  File Photo: SUPPLIED

The kai packs contained staples for those in isolation.  Photo: SUPPLIED
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife

Hauraki farmers praised at awards
Patetonga born-and-raised 

sisters Aleisha Broomfield 
and Stephanie Kay were named 
runner-up and third placeget-
ter, respectively, in the Share 
Farmer category at the 2022 
Waikato Dairy Industry Awards 
this month.

Aleisha Broomfield is a 50/50 
herd-owning share milker on 
Ian and Jim Dibble’s Tauhei 
Farms Ltd 86ha Te Aroha farm, 
milking 250 cows. As runner-
up, she won $7928 in prizes 
and two merit awards.

The first-time entrant en-
tered the awards programme 
to connect and grow, and learn 
more about her business. 

“I want to grow my business 
and profile within the industry 
which will lead to further op-
portunities in the future,” she 
said.

The 32-year-old was born 
and raised on a dairy farm in 
Patetonga and said farming 
was in her DNA.

“I’m passionate about the 
industry and I like to help oth-
ers,” she said. “I love the ani-
mals and I’m good at what I do. 
There are lots of opportunities 
with the industry to own your 
business and generate wealth.”

Aleisha said she was excited 
about the future of the New 
Zealand dairy industry and that 

the country was producing top-
quality products that “feed the 
world”.

“My goal is to be a leading 
farmer and role model for oth-
ers coming through the indus-
try. We see ourselves as early 
adopters of innovation and 
hope to be part of the change.”

Aleisha holds a Bachelor of 
Agricultural Science with First 
Class Honours from Lincoln 
University and is currently 
studying toward the New Zea-
land Diploma in Agri-business.

The former DairyNZ consult-
ing officer and PrimaryITO tu-
tor said her favourite part of 
farming was the cows.

She also identified a tradi-
tionally stressful time on-farm 
as her best – calving.

“I hop out of bed every morn-
ing and can’t wait to see how 
many new babies there are. I 
love rearing the replacement 
heifers as you can see them 
grow and develop and see all of 
your hard work paying off.”

She said she was grateful 
to her sister, Stephanie Kay, 
who placed third in the Share 
Farmer category and is a con-
tract herd-owning sharemilker 
for Sue Broomfield on her 68ha 
property, milking 220 cows. 

She won $5779 and two merit 
awards.

Stephanie said she was ex-
cited to see how the industry 
would change with developing 
research and technology.

“I want to adapt new systems 
which will create a more prof-
itable and sustainable farming 
business and be able to educate 
others to do the same.”
DETAILS: The Waikato Dairy In-
dustry Awards winners’ field day 
will be held on April 5 in Putar-
uru. Presenting at the field day 
will be the region’s Dairy Man-
ager of the Year, Andrew Macky, 
and Dairy Trainee of the Year, 
Edward Roskam. Further details 
can be found at www.dairyindus-
tryawards.co.nz.

Sisters Aleisha Broomfield, left, and Stephanie Kay scooped Waikato Dairy Industry awards last week.                    Photos: SUPPLIED 
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Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW 
CT 125A

F��� I�������, E������� 
S����, ABS B�����, LED 
L�����, 2 W���� F��� 

B��� F��� F�����
  $6,894 ��� ���

NEW 
���125

S��� T���, 
E������� S����, 
F��� I�������, 
F��� K�����
2 W���� B���
$4,900 ��� ���

NEW 
XR190  

F��� ��������, �������� 
�����, �
���� ������, 
��
�� 
 ���� �������� 

$6,319 ��� ���

RuralRural LifeLife
Two-year sea lettuce trial to begin in Kōpū
A nationwide first land-based 

seaweed trial aiming to clean 
up the country’s waterways is 
about to get growing beside the 
Firth of Thames in the Hauraki 
Gulf.

Paeroa seaweed innovation 
company AgriSea is working 
with the University of Waikato 
on a two-year sea lettuce (ulva) 
growing trial at Kōpū.

Backed by the Ministry for 
Primary Industries’ Sustainable 
Food and Fibre Futures fund, 
seaweed will grow for 12 months 
in three tanks drawing water 
from the Waihōu, with data col-
lation and analysis in the final 
year. 

The seaweed can be turned 
into high-value products while 
the process of growing it has a 
multitude of benefits.

AgriSea managing director 
Tane Bradley said seaweed didn’t 
have root systems so grew by 
pulling nutrients from the water 
around it.

“In this case, as ulva grows, it 
pulls nitrogen from the water and 
incorporates it into its tissue.”

Known as bioremediation, the 
project will use seaweed in an at-
tempt to clean excess nutrients 
from the Waihōu.

“The seaweed in tanks will act 
as a sponge and filter feed on ex-
cess minerals like nitrogen, phos-
phorus and other heavy metals 
– in short cleaning up the water, 
which is then returned to the sea, 
filtered and clean,” he said. 

The two-year project is a col-

lective effort, with University of 
Waikato Environmental research 
fellow Marie Magnusson leading 
the research team.

The locally present species 
of ulva will be cultivated at the 
university aquaculture facility, 
where researchers will use DNA 
barcoding to confirm its genetic 
identity.

It is estimated that up to 50 
tonnes of dry ulva per hectare 
could be produced from a scaled-
up facility, providing the biomass 
for added-value products.

The bulk of the investment of 
$697,000 is from the Ministry 
for Primary Industries’ Sustaina-
ble Food and Fibre Futures fund, 
with $108,000 from AgriSea and 
$150,000 from the Agricultural 
and Marketing Research and De-
velopment Trust.

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council is gifting the land lease 
worth $40,000 for the project, 
with support from Ngāti  Maru 

Clare, Chris, Tane and Marie with the seaweed growing tanks.      Photos: TOMEK FRIEDRICH/ARTZENTAO PHOTOGRAPHY

and Ngāti Hako. Hauraki District 
Council, Waikato regional coun-
cil and Te Waka are also support-
ing the project.

“Local Iwi are heavily invested 
in the health and wellbeing of our 
waterways and if this pilot proves 
successful, will look to upscale 
the on-land bioremedial systems 
in the Hauraki area,” Mr Bradley 
said.

AgriSea is already partnered 
with Farm Source, helping farm-
ers improve soil and water qual-
ity using the company’s seaweed 
bio-stimulants as an alternative 

to chemical fertilisers.
Bio-stimulants made from sea-

weed are high-value macro-algal 
products used on dairy, sheep 
and beef farms as well as in the 
apiculture, horticulture and viti-
culture industries.

Agriculture Minister Damien 
O’Connor said the trial sought to 
address an important environ-
mental issue.

“Currently the loss of nutrients 
not absorbed by plants enters the 
soil and drains into groundwater 
that leads straight to our water-
ways,” he said.

“This promotes algal blooms 
which reduces oxygen levels, 
which then threatens animals 
such as tuna [eels], kākahi [fresh-
water mussels], kōura [freshwa-
ter crayfish], and īnanga [white-
bait],” he said.

Seaweeds were being increas-
ingly recognised for their poten-
tial, Mr O’Connor said.

“If successful, this will be an 
environmentally-friendly way 
to improve water quality, create 
jobs in the science sector, revital-
ise our waterways and improve 
our on-land farming systems.”

Sea lettuce (ulva) 
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Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Need a vet?

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

WWW.FRANKLINVETS.CO.NZ

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Pārāwai pupils in the great outdoors
A new outdoor education pro-

gramme is proving popular 
for Pārāwai School students, 
who are learning to see the en-
vironment through a diff erent 
lens.

With the help of Depart-
ment of Conservation educa-
tion teacher Mareer Limpus, the 
recently-launched programme 
educates the tamariki on how 
to make the most of their local 
green spaces and form strong 
connections with the environ-
ment. 

“The benefi ts of time in the 
outdoors, just being outside and 
in green spaces, for both our 
mental and physical wellbeing 
are well documented,” deputy 
principal Erin Bergersen said.

“As much as possible, the fo-
cus is not on using devices but 
on direct learning from explor-
ing, experiencing, thinking, 
questioning.”

Each term will be made up of 
three 1.5 hour sessions per class 
where the focus will be on de-
veloping skills and experiences, 
culminating in a full day out of 
the classroom. 

“Kaitiakitanga - caring for our 
environment - is an important 
part of the programme, as is ex-
ploring traditional connections 
people have to the environment 
of Aotearoa,” Mrs Bergersen 
said. 

“Term one’s full day outside 
will involve visiting a beach… 
it will include a beach clean up 
and thinking about where the 
rubbish comes from and what 
we can do about it and with it.” 

Classes have also been under-
taking team building activities, 
exploring nature through craft, 
using magnifying glasses, and 
exploring a local green space 
and stream.

Going forward, the pro-
gramme will include more visits 
to local green spaces and to the 
Kauaeranga Valley and visitor 
centre in Thames, Mrs Berger-
sen said.

“Some of the other ‘taking 
action’ activities that children 
may be involved in include sup-
porting environmental groups 
through painting community 
trap boxes, and developing sig-
nage to help educate the public.”

Pārāwai School’s Kiwi Class of year 1 and 2 students, and Pīwaiwaka Class of year 4 and 5 students, went 
up to Waiomu to explore the beach and sea life as part of a new outdoor educa� on programme. 
TOP: Cose� e Kahaki and Ava Fitzpatrick enjoy playing in the sand and LEFT: Eoin Reeves and Thomas 
Pluim show off  their crea� ve eff orts.                                                                                                   Photos: SUPPLIED
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Valley Profi le are available
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editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz 
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Michelle Bowen, left, Bill Thackeray, Grant Bowen, Aimee Dunn, and Nick Dunn out in the new timber 
yard at BuildLink.                                     Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

The hardware store that’s 
been in the Paeroa com-

munity for 75 years will con-
tinue to provide good ser-
vice, a variety of stock, and 
now timber for tradies from 
its new premises.

BuildLink Paeroa, former-
ly known as HandiLink that 
was located on Normanby 
Rd, has moved into a dou-
ble-sized site on Taylor Ave 
which comes with its own 
timber yard.

The well-known hardware 
store has been in the Bowen 
family since 1947 - starting 
up shortly after World War 
II - with Grant Bowen in the 
business for close to five 
decades. 

His daughter, Aimee Dunn, 
and her husband Nick are 
now at the helm - making 
them the fourth generation 
to contribute to the store’s 
legacy.

With a background in fash-
ion and horticulture, respec-
tively, Aimee said the new 
role was “very different” for 
the pair.

“Dad’s done a good job 
with the service, and we 
hope to carry the same ser-
vice on and have his guid-
ance and wisdom along the 
way.” 

Aimee told The Profile 
she recognised the growing 

Fourth generation at the helm at BuildLink
ADVERTORIAL

need for building supplies 
in the area after Bunnings 
Warehouse closed its Taylor 
Ave, Paeroa, branch for good 
in October, 2019. 

“I’ve always taken an in-
terest in the retail side of 
things, and I was doing my 
admin days at the store 
and realised how much of 
a need there was for tim-
ber in the community. When 

this premises popped up, 
I ran some figures to see if 
it was worth doing for the 
area, and with the growth in 
Paeroa, I thought it was re-
ally important to provide the 
service, especially with the 
way things are at the mo-
ment,” she said.

“It’ll mean that people 
don’t have to travel as much 
to get what they need.” 

As well as providing the 
same reliable service, the 
shop’s range for the profes-
sional tradie and at-home 
handyperson will be broad-
ened. 

Moving to the new loca-
tion, which had its official 
opening last week, was 
quite a hard transition for 
Grant and his wife Michelle, 
Aimee said.

NEW PREMISES NOW OPEN
Same Friendly Service

See In-Store for Opening SPECIALS
Timber

10 Taylor Ave, Paeroa
Ph: 07 862 8775 

Nick 027 442 3162        Aimee 027 573 2439

         E: admin@buildlinkpaeroa.co.nz

Building Supplies

Paint

General Hardware

Plumbing & Electrical

Garden Supplies

Interior

HandiLinkPaeroa
Home and Hardware

The Normanby Rd site was 
the store’s original location 
- meaning the family had 
seen the town develop from 
that position for 75 years.

“It’s been quite an emo-
tional process for everyone 
to shift everything over, but 
the feeling here is open and 
light and spacious and it’s 
nice for everyone to come 
and feel a good atmos-
phere,” she said.

Her grandparents, who are 
former HandiLink owners, 
as well as members of the 
community, helped with the 
move on shifting day.

“There was food and cof-
fee dropped off and that 
made everything a little 
nicer for everyone, so a big 
thank you to the community 
for that,” Aimee said. 

The couple also want to 
thank tradies in advance for 
their patience out in the new 
timber yard.

“We’re completely fresh 
into the industry, so it’ll be 
a massive learning curve for 
us,” she said, “so the tradies 
will have to teach us along 
the way, which is exciting.” 
DETAILS: BuildLink Paeroa 
is located at 10 Taylor Ave 
and is open six days a week. 
Contact admin@buildlink-
paeroa.co.nz for info.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

5 Thompson Road Offers Over $740,000

OPEN HOME SATURDAY 11-11:45AM

NEW

LISTING

• 3 double bdrms/2 bathrooms/heatpump
• Full repaint/new carpet/stone benchtops
• 1181m2 fenced section/kwila deck

RN1421 1123

Paeroa Offers Over $450,000 (Inc GST)

• Elevated Section 1.096 hectares (more or less)
• Set in a picturesque valley on sealed road
• Subject to title

RRP222

8875 State Highway 26, Thames $695,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 11-11:30AM

This family home of nearly 40 years is ready for its new owners. Situated back off the road in the rural village
of Puriri on a flat 1139sqm fully fenced section is a 3 bedroom easy care brick home, built by the current
owner. The home has a lovely feel to it with high ceilings in the lounge.

RT5682 - DAVID TREBILCOCK 027 641 8556 1113

Paeroa Offers Over $570,000

• Three bedrooms, heatpump & woodburner
• Perfect first home or investment
• 865sqm (more or less)

RG1950 1113

Paeroa Offers Over $525,000

• Cross lease 2 bedroom unit in a complex of four
• Open plan living, low maintenance, single garage
• Well maintained, good location and vacant

RG1940 1112

221 Mackay Street, Thames $735,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

PRICE

REDUCED

If you aren't ready for a retirement village but you want to downsize to a well presented 2 bedroom home
that's easy to look after, constructed in low maintenance materials and gets plenty of sun then come for a look
at this place. Wheel chair friendly layout and features an internal access.

RT5684 - PHILIP JUDD 027 449 7132 1112

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Flax mill murder investigated
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

At Kōpū, Commissioner 
James Mackay began inves-

tigating the truth of reports that 
Paora had been murdered by 
white men. 

An accusation had also been 
made that Europeans had bro-
ken into and plundered the 
house of Haimona Kewha when 
he went to bury Paora. 

Five flax mill workers were 
apprehended on suspicion of 
stealing a gun, pot, camp oven, 
blanket, shirt, trousers, powder, 
shot and tin dish.

Mackay then questioned 
Tukukino, who said he had dis-
covered Paora lying dead. Blood 
flowed from his right eyebrow, 
which appeared to have been cut 
with a knife or a kick from a boot. 
There were five stab wounds on 
the right side, starting under the 
armpit, and extending to the calf 
of the leg.

Ngāti Tamatera were adamant 
Paora was killed by European 
flax cutters, but Ngāti Maru sus-
pected it was the work of Ngāti 

Tukukino, a chief of the Ngāti 
Tamaterā, renowned for his fierce 
opposition to opening up land for 
gold mining.                 Photo: SUPPLIED

Tamatera, as they had threat-
ened to kill Paora for practicing 
mākutu (witchcraft).

During several stormy discus-
sions, Mackay asked to be al-
lowed to dig up body so that he 
might see the wounds. Ngāti Ta-
matera objected very strongly, 
but Ngāti Maru showed support.

Undaunted, Mackay, along 
with Māori police and others, 
proceeded secretly up the river 
to where Paora was buried. They 
dug up the body and found no 
wounds or any marks of vio-
lence on it. On their return, the 
items stolen from Haimona’s 
house were recovered from the 
river. The party then returned to 
Kauaeranga, undiscovered.

The next day the five prisoners 
were convicted of theft, and sen-
tenced to three months’ impris-
onment, with hard labour.

Mackay then addressed Ngāti 

A community group has been 
given $1000 from the dis-

trict council to help establish a 
public garden in Whiritoa. 

At its March 16 meeting, 
Hauraki District Council unan-
imously approved the Whiritoa 
Community Garden manage-
ment group’s request for fi-
nancial assistance, to establish 
the garden on vacant land sur-
rounding the Whiritoa Com-
munity Centre and building 
occupied by New Zealand Fire 
and Emergency.

The request came after the 
community identified a need 
to be “self-sustainable” and en-
rich the health and well-being 
of residents through the growth 
and distribution of produce.

The $1000 will be granted 
from the Waihī Ward Commu-
nity Assistance Fund, and ward 
councillor Sara Howell said the 
management group was “really 
enthusiastic”. 

The council also approved 
to bring forward $290,000 of 
funds earmarked for future 
years to the 2021/22 financial 
year, in order to upgrade the 
wastewater, stormwater and 
drinking water in Wharf St, 
Paeroa.

The street is to be the site of 
a Paeroa Streetscape Project - 
proposed to be undertaken in 
the 2021/22 financial year.

As part of the investigation 
work for the project, stormwa-
ter and wastewater networks 
were found to be in an “unsuit-
able condition” to be built over 
with a new streetscape project. 

The water main was also aged 
and required replacing, council 
said.

According to a report, the 
wastewater system was 97 
years old; the northern storm-
water system was 77 years old; 
and the water main was 67 
years old. All assets were nearly 
at the end of their “useful life”, 
with new pipes needing to be 
sized to include the effects of 
increased rainfall events due to 
climate change.

“While the assets are current-
ly performing, the condition 
is such that a major repair is 
likely to be required in the next 
three to 10 years which would 
involve digging up a portion of 
the new streetscape upgrade,” 
the report said. 

The upgrade will see 215m of 
water main, 120m of stormwa-
ter pipe, and 160m of wastewa-
ter pipe being replaced, with 
council chief executive Langley 
Cavers stating the intention 
was to get it completed this fi-
nancial year - June 30. 

However, it was hard to com-
mit to a date due to a nation-
wide shortage of building ma-
terials, he said. 

Meanwhile, council’s draft 
Reserve Management Plan is 
now out for public feedback, 
with residents invited to share 
written objections or sugges-
tions until May 20. 

A hearing will then be held 
on June 8 for submitters wish-
ing to present to council, before 
the new Reserve Management 
Plan is adopted on June 29.

Whiritoa grant approved
Tamatera and Ngāti Maru. He 
had not believed Paora was mur-
dered from the start – it was im-
probable that any person would 
lie quiet to be stabbed six times 
on one side. He also found the 
reluctance of Ngāti Tamatera 
to co-operate suspicious. He 
cautioned them against ever re-
peating such accusations, which 
appeared to have been made to 
cause ill feeling between Māori  
and Europeans.

Riwai Kiore made a poignant 
plea - “I do not want any fresh 
faces here. Keep away all you Eu-
ropeans. I like my old friends and 
those who can speak the Māori  
language. I do not want any flax-
cutters here. I do not want any 
gold diggers here. If they come, 
disputes will arise. All this has 
come from the Europeans com-
ing here to dress the flax. Let 
them remain at Auckland.”

Despite the words of Hohepa 
Paraone – “Mr Mackay has done 
quite right. He has found out the 
truth. He has removed the evil 
from Hauraki,” misfortune con-
tinued to plague the Kōpū Flax 
mill. Work resumed but it was 
questionable whether sufficient 
quantities of flax could be pro-
cured unless new arrangements 
were made with Māori. 

A few days after the alleged 
murder, a child named Ellen 
Clark drowned in the Kōpū flax 
mill’s well. No inquest was held 
and no trace of Ellen is left.

By October, 1866, just 10 
months after opening, the Kōpū 
Flax mill was up for sale, its col-
lapse a consequence of unwise 
expenditure and the long shad-
ow of the negative effects of colo-
nisation.

PART TWO

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



www.valleyprofi le.co.nz     March 23, 2022, THE VALLEY PROFILE 13

Thames, 402 Albert Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/402-albert-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 -

Deadline Reserve Sale 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 408 Willoughby Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/408-willoughby-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 -

Thames, 102 Karaka Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/102-karaka-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 2 2 2

Deadline Reserve Sale 

Thames,19 Puriri Valley Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/19-puriri-valley-road-thames-1

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 2

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 300 Ensor Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/300-ensor-street-thames

3 2 1 1

 Enquiries Over $825,000

Thames, 211B Baillie Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/211b-baillie-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing 

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $735,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

SOLD

Paeroa Lion awarded for 55-year service
Raising money for a girl’s 

kidney transplant was one 
of many great memories for a 
Paeroa Lions Club veteran. 

Gordon Shaw was recently re-
warded for his 55-year service 
with Paeroa Lions and told The 
Profi le while being made a life 
member about fi ve years ago 
was more important to him, it 
was “probably still a big thing” 
to have served 55 years.

“I went to a zone meeting a 
while ago and most of them 
had been Lions for two or three 
years and I said to them I’d been 
a member for over 50 years and 
they looked at me like I was a di-
nosaur,” he laughed. 

Gordon said what attracted 
him to joining Paeroa Lions as 
a 31-year-old Netherton dairy 
farmer was the comradeship 
and treatment by fellow mem-
bers. 

 “My father was a member so 
I knew a little bit about [Paeroa 
Lions]…and my wife was very 
keen that I joined,” he said.

“When I accepted… most 
members were a lot older than 
me in their 50s and 60s…so I felt 
like I was a fi sh out of water, but 
they really made me feel wel-
come and I’ve made some great 
friends in Lions, unbelievable 
really.”

Gordon, whose father Leslie 
was also Paeroa Mayor, said he’s 
always enjoyed team meetings, 

heading along to Lions conven-
tions and doing community pro-
jects.

“I’ve always admired what we 
do in Lions,” he said. 

“About ten years ago we raised 
$150,000 in Paeroa for a girl 
called Kylie Strongman so she 
could go to Australia to have a 
kidney transplant.

“It only cost $30,000 so we 

had $120,000 left and we gave 
it to Ronald McDonald House in 
Auckland.”

Gordon said he developed con-
fi dence and became a “pretty 
good” public speaker when he 
was president in 1972 and 1973.

“My family always asked me 
to be the toastmaster at wed-
dings so I knew I did a good job 
because otherwise they wouldn’t 

ask me,” he said. 
Gordon didn’t think Lions had 

changed a lot during his 55 years 
but said it’s probably not as strict 
now.

“When I fi rst joined, we had 
a special night to fi nd out what 
a Lion is and was, and some of 
those things have gone by the 
wayside, which is a shame be-
cause you’ve got to have this 

Gordon Shaw celebrates 55 years as a member of Paeroa Lions.               Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

continuity about what goes on in 
Lions,” he said.

Gordon said Covid-19 had 
been “terrible” for Paeroa Lions. 

“We’ve lost a lot of members, 
some don’t want to be inocu-
lated, some don’t want to be in-
volved with people, so our mem-
bership is dwindling a bit now,” 
he said.  

“We were always around 40 to 
45 but we’re lucky if we get 20 to 
30 now to a team meeting.”

Gordon said he initially didn’t 
like the idea of women joining 
Lions but had changed his mind.

“We’ve got about four young 
women in our Lions and they’re 
some of our best Lions and I get 
on well with them,” he said.

While Gordon fi nds the physi-
cal side of Lions diffi  cult nowa-
days, the 86-year-old said he’ll 
continue roaring as the organi-
sation’s treasurer until he “can’t 
do anything”.

“I worked for an accounting 
fi rm for about 15 years so ac-
countancy to me is a piece of 
cake.

“I’m sure when I give my re-
port to the meeting, half of them 
don’t understand what I’m talk-
ing about,” he laughed.

“I’ve always ad-
mired what we do in 

Lions.”
- Gordon Shaw
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE
2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $6,995
158,000kms, 2360cc Auto, All extras, in gold,   $5,995
7 seats, Best Available
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras
1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3,295
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition   $2,995

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495
2001 NISSAN PRIMERA $4,695
245,000kms, 1998cc, CD, Air, Elecs, 
Nice Mags, In Grey with Blue Interior, 

LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY
1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995
1999 NISSAN CEFIRO $4,495
2500cc Auto, 124,000kms, All Extras BEST $2,995
2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New
1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,295
4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $1,995

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD,
Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE

2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,695
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,200

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags,  $2,995
S/wagon, Electrics, VALUE

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200
2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $2,995
2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500

2007 FORD FOCUS S/W   $5,995
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras,  VALUE $5,225
Met Blue
1990 FORD LASER GL $2,995
5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000 kms

1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
Has wiring problems, suit auto electrician
Worth repairing              REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls, 
WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
2001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE 
5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA

1997 HOLDEN VF 
COMMODORE ACCLAIM

1996 HONDA ACCORD

1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 

2005 TOYOTA IST

1997 FORD LASER

$5,850 

$2,250 

$2,295 

$3,000 

 $2,745 

VALUE $2,850 

BEST

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

$3,995

$2,850

3.8L Auto, CD, Mags

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, 
Very smart in Metallic Blue

1500cc Auto, In Good Tidy Condition

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, 
Very Tidy, Drives Well

5 Door Hatch, 1500cc , All Extras, In Silver
Exceptional Condition

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 
LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY

A CLASSIC DREAM

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

1990 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX. 
1600cc auto, P/S, CD, New WoF & Rego. Very tidy in 
silver. First in will buy.

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

$5,500 

MASSIVE SALE NOW ON
Queen St Yard Closing • Walter St Yard is OVER STOCKED

ALL vehicles Reduced - COME & DO A DEAL
Discuss a price, terms available, trade-ins okay (Up or Down)

SPORTS
There was a good turn out 
on March 13 for the Hudson 
Family-sponsored optional fours 
tournament. All games were 
played on the grass green, with 
the first three winning teams 
having decisive wins. Results: 
1st 4 wins, 52 points, 26 ends 
(Hauraki) Grant Sharpe, Mike 
Hitchcock, Lorry Mairoko, 
Graham Heaphy; 2nd 4 wins, 42 
points, 25 ends (Thames) John 
Pullan, Bruce Graham, K Lockley, 
M Miller; 3rd 4 wins, 40 points, 
24 ends (Paeroa) Peter Rowlings, 
Trevor Watt, Jim Erbacher, Helen 
Watt; 4th 3.5 wins, 12 points, 25
ends (Kerepēhi) Dave Sutherland, 
Suds Sutherland, Postie Parfitt, 
Colin Wilson. There was a good 

days bowling on March 17 with 
a bye, unfortunately, but 21 
teams of two played well in fine 
conditions. Thanks to the new 
sponsor – Adams Electrical (and 
for fixing PA system too). Results: 
1st 4 wins 14 points 18 ends 
(Thames Coast) Arthur Hopkins, 
Sandy Foyd; 2nd 4 wins 6 points 
17 ends (Thames) K Harris team; 
3rd 3 wins 27 points 21 ends 
(Kerepēhi) Peter Glass, Andy 
McCowatt; 4th 3 wins 10 points 
21 ends (Katikati) J Broad, Helen 
Broad. Coming up on March 27, 
Bower Bros Concrete sponsored 
Opt Triples; April 10, Smythes 
Quarry Opt Fours, April 21, Pairs 
Classic. Entries to Club 07 867 
6897 after 4pm, Fiona 021 811 
077, Richard 022 603 1669.

- Terry King Lee O’Brien, left, and Geoff Sanders line up their shots at Kerepehi Bowling Club.   Photos: SUPPLIED/TERRY KING

BOWLS
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Tel: 07 8687892  Mob: 027 314 1577
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

www.valleyeducation.co.nz
FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES

50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 

2022 COURSES
If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these 

are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how 
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2, 
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua  (15 weeks) 

Farming Systems (29 weeks); Horticulture Level 3

We also off er some fee paying short programmes – Barista and 
Driving lessons from learners through to full license options. 

Call us for pricing. 

50 years of spinning and weaving at Creative Fibre
Creative Fibre will soon cel-

ebrate 50 years of knitting, 
spinning, weaving, felting, em-
broidering and crocheting. 

Margaret Morritt, who joined 
Creative Fibre in 1977, told The 
Profi le the group formed in 
Thames fi ve years earlier after 
a group of ladies were interest-
ed in spinning wool and mak-
ing beautiful things.

“Everything was done right 
from the raw fl eece, so it was 
still very greasy, very dirty and 
had to be brushed with a dog 
comb and washed before spin-
ning it,” she said.

“Some women had big fl oor 
looms which took up a whole 
room and wove amazing things 
like rugs and wall hangings. 

“Originally we had just natu-
ral colours of the fl eeces with 
various shades of grey, black 
and white but then we got into 
using leaves, branches and 
bark and made beautiful col-
ours which added a lot to what 
we were doing.”

In a book containing Creative 
Fibre’s minutes from 1976, the 
fi rst dyeing session used fennel, 
onion skins, kawakawa leaves, 
lichen with tin crystals and 
copper sulfate as mordants, or 
dye fi xatives.  

Margaret said the group, 
which currently has 32 mem-
bers from throughout the dis-
trict, “keeps you young”.

“It’s amazed me over the 
years. I’ve looked at older 
members than me and they’re 

Crea� ve Fibre Thames members, Margaret Morri� , le� , Judy Wright and Lyn Barbour have enjoyed their 
years cra� ing diff erent items in the club.                              Photo: GORDON PREECE

all still wanting to learn more 
and learn how to do this and 
learn how to do that… it’s just 
so good for people’s wellbeing,” 
she said. 

“Every year there was a fes-
tival somewhere around New 
Zealand and I’ve been to many 
places and they are amazing.

“There’s always an exhibi-

tion of everybody’s work from 
around the whole country and 
classes to go to and learn more 
things… and I’ve got to know so 
many people from the whole of 
New Zealand… I just love it.”

Judy Wright said she also 
joined in 1977. 

“My mum was one of the 
fi rst members and I just tagged 

along soon after that,” she said.
“We had many dyeing days at 

my mum’s place and I’ve been a 
spinner and dyed, felt and spun 
heaps of things.”

Secretary Lyn Barbour, of 
Paeroa, said she joined in 2017 
after a stint with Creative Fibre 
in Mt Maunganui. 

“Back in the day there was 

no television, no cell phones, 
so to entertain yourselves as 
children you did embroidery or 
knitting. My mum, grandmoth-
er and aunt were all knitters 
and crocheters so I just grew up 
with it,” she said.

“I’ve been tagged as the short 
row lady because I like knitting 
short rows.”

Lyn said Creative Fibre had 
diversifi ed over time with more 
felting using very fi ne fl eec-
es like merino to make chair 
backs, gloves, hats, slippers, 
purses and bags.

“We’ve also just restarted 
dyeing days, which we call col-
our days because everybody 
says dyeing days, no we’re not 
going to die!” she laughed. 

Margaret said Creative Fibre 
hoped to attract more young 
and male members.

“We’ve had men at times but 
it’s usually the member’s hus-
bands,” she said. 

“But [men] are very good ac-
tually because they understand 
spinning wheels and how they 
work. It’s very valuable to have 
a man in the club.”

Lyn said Creative Fibre 
Thames will commemorate 
their 50 years with a high tea 
with local past members on 
March 28 at St James Church 
where the group meets on the 
last Monday of each month. 

“In October we will also hold 
our open day with a 50s theme… 
and we will also have a display 
of work which we haven’t done 
in two years, as long as Omi-
cron behaves itself,” she said.

EDITORIAL 

AVAILABLE

Condi� ons Apply

A single adver� sement from just$30 + GST

CALL THE EXPERTS
Adver� se with The Valley Profi le and reach the customers 
you want to target

Contact us today to fi nd out more
Nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz | 022 130 3885

16,000 copies delivered to every le� erbox in Hauraki and 
Thames Valley every Wednesday, plus bulk distribu� on 
around the Coromandel Peninsula

A double 

adver� sement

 from just

$60 + GST
Terms & Condi� ons apply

By GORDON PREECE
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Users, 4  Contempt, 9  Window, 14  Plane, 15  Teething troubles, 17  Molar, 18  Dot, 19  
Perhaps, 20  Centenary, 21  Snacks, 24  Spaghetti, 25  Feline, 26  Adhere, 29  Regretting, 31  Era, 
32  Seemed, 33  Spin, 35  Urn, 37  Flat, 39  Catamaran, 40  Vaccinate, 41  Twice, 42  Bachelor, 47  
Entrance, 51  Smash, 55  Impromptu, 56  Abundance, 58  Open, 59  Sum, 60  Goad, 61  Magpie, 62  
Lei, 63  Auditioned, 66  Annual, 67  Budget, 69  Tsetse fly, 72  Lights, 73  Saboteurs, 75  Crystal, 77  
Ore, 80  Tibia, 81  Get to the bottom of, 82  Decay, 83  Hebrew, 84  Oddities, 85  Weird. 

DOWN: 2  Stevedore, 3  Retch, 5  Orgy, 6  Torment, 7  Mountaineers, 8  Talon, 9  Wastrel, 10  Name, 
11  Oblong, 12  Hands, 13  Neptune, 14  Precede, 16  Impractical, 22  Thrift, 23  Unnerve, 24  Stretch, 
25  Flaunt, 27  Explain, 28  Deacon, 30  Game, 32  Snail, 34  Niece, 36  Pier, 38  Lea, 42  Bring, 
43  Captain, 44  Eros, 45  Orphan, 46  Cause, 48  Twenty-first, 49  Apology, 50  Cue, 51  Surplus, 
52  Hamlet, 53  Out in the cold, 54  Idea, 57  Nudism, 64  Endeavour, 65  Naughty, 66  Almonds, 68  
Glasgow, 70  Earshot, 71  Stable, 72  Leech, 74  Outdo, 76  Scope, 78  Fair, 79  Able.
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ACROSS
1  Line drawing (7)
4  Likely (2,3,5)
9  Playhouse (7)
13  Without feeling (4)
14  Light wind (6)
15  Lyrical (6)
16  Compensation 
money awarded for 
loss, injury (7)
19  Still (10)
20  Air force unit (8)
21  Totted up (5)
24  Detective (6)
25  Have enough 
money for (6)
27  Jazz style (9)
32  Wrap with lagging 
(8)
33  Was unsuccessful 
(6)
34  Confectionery 
flavour (7)
38  Jewellery item (8)
39  Samples (6)
40  Wheel shaft (4)
41  Waste drain (5)
42  Gains by work (5)
45  Deliberately 
confuse the issue 
(5,3,6)
52  Worries (5)
55  Savoury meat jelly 
(5)
56  Sink stopper (4)
57  Frozen drip (6)
58  Royal daughter (8)
61  Smeared (7)
62  Travel document (6)

63  Made complaining 
noises (8)
66  Belittle (9)
68  Pesters (6)
69  Purpose (6)
73  Straining utensil (5)
74  Crowing (8)
76  Child minder (10)
81  Long steps (7)
82  Ebb (6)
83  Bends over (6)
84  Sweetheart (4)
85  Placate (7)
86  Obstinate (10)
87  Professional 
performer (7)
DOWN
1  Fabric for jeans (5)
2  Confessed (8)
3  Glass ball (6)
4  Cricket spells (5)
5  Layer (4)
6  Revealed (7)
7  Tree-lined street (6)
8  Removed moisture 
(5)
10  Stack (4)
11  Desert (7)
12  Stank (6)
17  Challengers (10)
18  Pick-me-up (5)
22  Of currency (8)
23  Genetic copy (5)
24  Trip (7)
26  Become tired (4)
28  Not precise (7)
29  Relic depository (6)
30  Fragmented puzzle 
(6)

31  Factory second (6)
33  Go get (5)
35  Take an oath (5)
36  Twosome (4)
37  Aspersion (4)
43  Property (6)
44  Childlike, trusting 
(5)
46  Grotesque (4)
47  Using a shovel (7)
48  Devious (6)
49  Oust (5)
50  Claiming (8)
51  Bushes (6)
52  Final reign (anag)
(10)
53  Biblical garden (4) 
54  Dubious (7)
59  Misses out (5)
60  Red gemstone (4)
64  Shepherd’s staff (5)
65  Unsettled, anxious 
(8)
67  Sale document (7)
68  Malady (7)
70  Circus tent (3,3)
71  Hurt the feelings 
of (6)
72  Short-sightedness 
(6)
75  Soft leather (5)
77  Surrounded by (5)
78  Red powder (5)
79  Optical glass (4)
80  Norwegian capital 
(4)
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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2022 Seagull Centre ‘Local Community 
Funding Grants’ round. 

 
Do you:   Have a passion for the Thames / Hauraki environment? 

 Have a great idea / vision that could be accelerated with some financial support? 
Need a seeding grant for your next environmental project? 
Have a project that can be completed between June and December 2022? 

 

The Seagull Centre is offering ten grants of $1000 to help support you to 
turn your vision into reality. 

 

Eligibility:  
Your project must include at least one of the following as a central feature: 
o Access and Participation - create opportunities for locals to engage in local 

environmental issues. 
o Youth - enable young people to engage and participate in a local environment activity.  
o Improve local habitats / outdoor space/s. 
o A focus on community resilience through sustainable living practices, food security 

and Education. 
o Environmental Kaitiakitanga.  (Guardianship) 
o Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Rot.  
 
Project ideas : 
o Tackling noxious weed control.    
o Local pest control.     
o Putting on a Trash-to-Art show.   
o neglected outdoor space, other.   
o Using our Seagull Centre classroom (and Centre sale goods) to run your workshop. 
o Increase the uptake of zero emission mobility. Walking/cycling. 
o Help our community adopt more sustainable practices, e.g., berm gardens, looking after a  
o Other……… 
 
Your application should include: 
o Who you are / your organisation. 
o Your history including what you’ve achieved in any of the above or other areas. 
o Description of your vision / project including your contribution and  
o why you should be considered for a funding grant.  

 
Get your application in to: info@seagullcentre.co.nz on no more than an A4 page. 

For further information, contact:    Karen or Ian at info@seagullcentre.co.nz   

Application close-date:    15 May 2022 
Grant payment date:   30 May 2022 
Successful applicant list:   Valley Profile during the week of 30 May. 
 

o Cleaning up a local stream.  
o Tree planting.  
o A reuse or refurbishing or upcycling activity.  
o Inorganic collection service. 

Seagull Centre’s community grants take fl ight
A desire to support people 

who support them is the 
Seagull Centre’s intention for 
one of their returning initia-
tives.

The Thames resource recov-
ery facility will roll out local 
community funding grants to 
allow individuals and organi-
sations to turn their environ-
mental project vision into a 
reality.

Chairperson Ian Coatsworth 
said ten grants worth $1000 
each were part of Seagull Cen-
tre’s give-back policy.

“We support the customers 
who support us… and we de-
cided quite some time ago we’d 
like to make tranches of com-
munity grants available, and 
we’ve had a few of them,” he 
said. 

“We haven’t had one for two 
or three years because we were 
in a big dip in money... we are 
keen to do this one and we’re 
keen to do one next year.”

Individuals and organisa-
tions can apply for a grant if 
their projects create opportu-
nities for locals to engage in 
local environmental issues or 
if they focus on community 
resilience through sustainable 
living practices, food security, 
education, or environmental 
kaitiakitanga (guardianship).

Ian said the last time Seagull 
Centre rolled out the grants, 

By GORDON PREECE

the projects were diverse, from 
building cycle tracks in the hills 
behind Thames, people going 
into the Seagull Centre to up-
cycle cloth into various things, 
and Steampunk’s art festival 
launch. 

“Another tranche of money 
we gave away one year was 
to schools for composting so 
schools could use the money 
to build compost heaps and get 
the kids into composting.”

Ian said they also strongly 

encouraged youth to apply for a 
grant this year because it would 
be “really good” if youth could 
get involved in any environ-
mental project.

Trustee Karen Woodhall told 
The Profi le she was “very excit-

Karen Woodhall and Ian Coatsworth hope Seagull Centre grants will make a diff erence.        Photo: GORDON PREECE

ed” to see what might come of 
the funding.

“It’s an open invitation... a lot 
of people are using their own 
cash to get their projects com-
pleted so instead of saying we 
want you to spend the money 
on tree planting or stream up-
grades, we just say just tell us 
what you want to do,” she said.

“There’s no ‘I’ in Seagulls; 
we’re a combination of great 
staff , great management, and 
great governance.”

Ian said after individuals and 
organisations received their 
grants, Seagull Centre would 
like their projects to be com-
pleted by December so they 
could get a sense of how they’d 
used the money. 
DETAILS: More informati on at:  
seagullcentre.co.nz. Grants must 
include: who you or your organi-
sati on are; your history, including 
what you’ve achieved; a descrip-
ti on of your vision or project, in-
cluding your contributi on; and 
why you should be considered 
for a funding grant. Applicati ons 
close May 15. 

“There’s no ‘I’ in Sea-
gulls; we’re a combi-
nati on of great staff , 
great management, 

and great governance.”
- Karen Woodhall

GET RESULTS
Grow your profi le with 

an Advertorial

Font  ::  Times (modified)

C  100
M  25
Y   0
K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100

email: nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz
or Ph 022 130 3885

I had an amazing response from my advertorial. So 

many people came to my shop aft er reading it and I 

have increased the number of regular customers as a 

direct result.

- The Plantery

Thank you to Valley Profi le for the great editorial 

about Treats coff ee and real fruit ice cream van.  

Editorial has boosted our image in the community.  

Great team to work with. - Treats

I had fantasti c local feedback, people saw it,read 

it and came in. It reminded the community that 

we are here, and so many comments on Facebook. 

Thanks Valley Profi le for enhancing my profi le. - 

GBD

Editorial has boosted our image in the community.  

have increased the number of regular customers as a 

direct result.

- 

Thanks Valley Profi le for enhancing my profi le. 

GBD
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm

Pollen St, Grahamstown

Locally made and produced goods

021 0266 7161

MARKET

PATCHWORK, KNITTING 
� WOOL & COTTON, 

HABERDASHERY, 
FABRICS, 

JANOME SEWING 
MACHINES, 

GIFT VOUCHERS

Open Mon - Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 9am-12pm
468 Pollen St, Thames. Ph 868 8190  

E: needlesnpinsthames@gmail.com

HABERDASHERY

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 - 14 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

A ji’s
j

Igniting your taste buds

• Aji chilli and 
heritage tomato 

seeds for sale
• Aff ordable Graphic Design Service

for Business Cards, Flyers & Pamphlets 

Ph 021 100 8709 

E: aajisservices@outlook.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

 CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

SIGNS

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

A desire to do his own thing and offer 
a cheaper service prompted Brian 

Robinson to set up Mobile Mechanics two 
years ago.

The Turua-based business supplies 
batteries, offers service and repairs for 
trucks, cars, campervans and small en-
gines and brake disc machining for half 
the price if they’re within spec.

Brian, who previously worked at Terry 
Jeffcoat and Trevor Masters Transport 
in Kōpū, said because he operated from 
home, he could keep prices down for his 

clients. “So far we’ve had positive feed-
back from everybody,” he said.

“I picked up one customer the other 
day and he said he’d heard good things 
about me and thought he’d give me a call 
so I was quite pleased with that.”

Brian is able to travel to help clients 
with services and repairs or they can 
bring their vehicles to his house, which is 
cheaper as they don’t have to pay him to 
travel.

Mobile Mechanics: Ph 021 259 4779, 
or 07 876 5401.

Affordability focus for mechanic
Brian Robinson of Turua-based Mobile Mechanics.                                    Photo: GORDON PREECE



Kia Ora, I’m a young professional looking for a fl at in 
Paeroa with young and social people.
I currently live in Thames and work in 

Paeroa Monday to Friday. 
I enjoy sports, the great outdoors and travel 

and have always been a tidy non-smoking fl atmate 
who pays rent on time.

Maximum rent I’d be willing to pay would be 
$200 a week including additional costs. 

Contact me on 021 186 0656 
if you have any information.
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CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDS

Public Notice

Public Notice
Accommodation Required

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Wanted to Rent
Single male pen-
sioner wanting 1 or 2 
bedroom fl at or house 
in or near Thames. 
Will pay rent and bond 
in advance. Ph 07 867 
5440

Caregiver for 
sleepover position 
and cook/cleaner for 
3 hours per week 
minimum, includes 
personal care. Ph 027 
237 4413

Car washer wanted 
for 30 cars in Thames. 
Immediate start. 
Everything supplied. 
Phone Jock on 868 
8636

PAPER RUNNER
We are looking for a reliable person to 

deliver the Valley Profi le every week in 

Thames in the Karaka Rd / Sandes St area 

behind the hospital. 

Please apply to 

admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz 

CALL THE EXPERTS

GET RESULTS! 
PLACE YOUR AD 
IN THE PROFILE:

022 130 3885

Please note that due to Covid-19 
regula� ons, paper delivery over the 
coming weeks may be aff ected as some 
delivery people are either isola� ng 
or away with Covid-19. As usual, it’s 
our policy to deliver the Valley Profi le
to every le� erbox, but if on the rare 
occasion you don’t get a newspaper 
delivered, there are always spare copies 
at your local supermarket, dairy, service 
sta� on or bookshop, or let us know and 
we’ll get one to you.
If you’d like to put your name down as a 
relief delivery person, please contact us:

027 396 2459 
admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

PAPER DELIVERIES

For Sale

Firewood, Pine, $100 
per cube. Ph Steph 027 
385 2806 or Mark 027 
655 8661

Logging 
Truck Driver
Full Time position in the 

Hauraki Area.
Must be punctual, honest 

& reliable.
Hold a current Class 5 

License.
Logging experience 

preferred but not essential.
Please phone Chris 
on 0210 229 3626

MECHANIC
Any age  

Appren� ceship possibili� es   
Qualifi ca� ons not necessary 

but a bonus 
Working on a wide range of ag 

machinery, tractors, cars, 
motorbikes, small engines

Apply with your CV to 
admin@hpmotors.co.nz

KITCHEN/BATHROOM 
CONSULTANT

We require a fully vaccinated, fit and 
reliable person as a consultant for our 

Kitchen & Bathroom department. 
Experience is preferred but not necessary.

Work days are Tuesday - Saturday.
Please send a cover letter with your CV to 

Derrick.wharerau@placemakers.co.nz

YARDMAN/TRUCK DRIVER
We require a person with an F Endorsed 

driver licence who is fit and reliable.
Some heavy lifting is involved.

Must be fully vaccinated.
40 hours per week 

plus rostered Saturdays.
Experienced preferred but not necessary.
Please send a cover letter with your CV to 

Derrick.wharerau@placemakers.co.nz

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES
ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Paeroa Greypower 
Inc.

Our AGM will be held 
on Monday, 11th April, 

2022, 1.30p.m. at 
the Bible Chapel.

Gail Locke, Secretary

Hauraki District Council  
Draft Reserve Management Plan  
Open for Submissions 18 March 2022

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

The Reserve Management Plan is the 
council’s plan that guides our management 
of parks and reserves to both protect them 
and to enable people to enjoy them. It was 
last published in 2007. This review will result 
in an updated management plan to guide us 
over the next 10 years.
In accordance with section 41 of the 
Reserves Act 1977, we are pleased to present 
the Draft Reserve Management Plan and 
look forward to your suggestions, comments 
or objections. Please provide your written 
feedback by 20 May 2022.
Please refer to our website https://
weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/ for all the 
documents and an on-line submission form. 
Alternatively,  a copy can be requested by 
calling 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 (from 
within the District).  You can email your 
feedback directly to us at info@hauraki-
dc.govt.nz or post it to Hauraki District 
Council, PO Box 17, Paeroa 3600. Please 
remember to tell us if you want to speak to 
your submission at the hearing to be held in 
June 2022.
A hard copy of the draft plan is also available 
to inspect at council offices and libraries 
in Paeroa, Ngatea and Waihi during office 
hours.
LD Cavers
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given as required by Clause 9.1 of the
Thames Valley Rugby Football Unions Constitution that

the Annual General Meeting of the Thames Valley Rugby 
Football Union Inc. will be held at the Union’s Offices,

140a Normanby Road, Paeroa on
WEDNESDAY 6th APRIL 2022,

commencing at 7.30PM.
A vaccine pass will be required

The meeting will also be held via Zoom. To 
request a Zoom invitation, 

please email swampfoxes@xtra.co.nz

Pizza chain delivers 20 
new jobs in Thames
International pizza chain Domino’s 

has opened a new store in Thames, 
providing 20 new jobs for the town.

Local franchisee Tushar Arora said 
he was “excited” to be opening his fi rst 
store in Thames.

“Not only is the opening of this store 
a great opportunity to reach more cus-
tomers and provide safe, hot meals, but 
I’m also proud to be off ering 20 new 
jobs for locals in Thames,” he said.

“Domino’s is a people-fi rst business, 
and our stores are a great place to gain 
important life skills and grow both as 
an individual and professionally.”

Mr Arora said he was looking for 
20 delivery experts and instore team 
members to join the store.

“I encourage anyone looking for a 
change, or even for their fi rst job to ap-
ply.”

Mr Arora is passionate about pizza, 
having begun his career working as a 
delivery expert at Domino’s Bethlehem 
in 2014, before becoming a shift runner 
at Domino’s Nawton a year later.

Knowing that a career in pizza was 
his calling, Mr Arora then became an 
assistant manager at Domino’s Roto-

tuna in 2017, before making the leap to 
become a franchisee in 2022.

Passionate about being present with 
his new team and getting involved with 
the local community, Mr Arora said he 
was excited to provide Thames locals 
with donations of safe, hot meals.

“As a small business owner, I am pas-
sionate about giving back to the local 
communities in which I operate, and I 
feel incredibly lucky to be able to do so 
at this time.

“The Thames community has already 
been so welcoming, and I can’t wait to 
return that support.”

In the coming months, Mr Arora 
said he was looking forward to giving 
back to the local community through 
Doughraisers, with causes ranging 
from assisting sports clubs to charities 
and local schools.

“As part of Domino’s new communi-
ty-based programme, Feed the Knead, 
which aims to provide localised sup-
port in the form of free pizza, I would 
also like to encourage any Thames resi-
dents, businesses, or groups in need of 
a safe, hot meal to please reach out. I 
would like to know how we can help.”

In complete contrast to the previous 
week’s match and a batting run fest, 
the Hauraki Plains College Senior XI, 
secured victory on March 12, with ac-
curate bowling and a much improved 
catching and ground fi elding display. 
With over 200 runs less to defend, 
Hauraki showed the benefi t of three in-
tense pre-game training sessions on ba-
sic fi elding skills, against a talented St 
Paul’s Collegiate XI to secure a comfort-
able win in the match played at Hauraki 
Plains College.

Only Nihindu Wickramathunga and 
Cooper Green produced anything like 
technique and concentration levels 
be-fi tting top secondary school cricket-
ers, during the top part of the Hauraki 
innings. The majority of the Hauraki 
batsmen simply gave their wickets away 
through sub- standard shot selection 
against an accurate spin bowling attack 
backed up by clever fi eld placements.

Prior to 14-year-old Fergus Ball join-
ing Logan Dodunski at the wicket, any 
hope of a defensible score appeared un-
likely. Their excellent last wicket part-
nership added precious runs and was 
indeed a lesson for earlier and more ex-

perienced batsmen. More importantly 
the opposition’s expectation of a small 
run chase lessened considerably the 
longer the pair stayed at the crease. The 
onfi eld “chirping” lessened and frustra-
tion showed with fi elding errors helping 
Hauraki’s cause. 

That decline in morale then carried 
over to St Paul’s innings as it often does 
in such circumstances.

A brilliant wicketkeeper’s “grab” by 
Trent Ball and later two equally amaz-
ing outfi eld eff orts by Jaxon Haskell 
were the highlights of Hauraki’s bowl-
ing and fi elding on a day on which all 
bowlers showed they had moved up a 
level from previous matches over recent 
weeks.

The outcome of the last pool play 
match against Cambridge - equal to 
Hauraki at the top of the table - on 
March 19 will determine the fi nalists 
for the Division 1 competition for the 
season.

Brief match details: Hauraki  Plains 
College Seniors XI  126, Nihindu Wick-
ramathunga 31, Cooper Green 25, 
defeated St Pauls Development XI 86. 
Cullen Crowe 3 wickets for 19 runs, Ja-
son Collins 2/3, Cruz Collins 2/11.

- Mike Cott er

SPORTS
CRICKET
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

SPORTS

Games rider scoops silver at nationals

A 16-year-old Hauraki Plains 
College horse rider was one 

half of a pair that came second 
at a national mounted games 
event. 

Heather Underwood, from 
Matatoki, took part in the 
National Mounted Games in 
Hastings in early March. 

She and her partner Elena 
O’Leary, from Manawatū, 
came second in the Under 18 
pairs division.

Mounted games is a fast-
paced competition that show-
cases a horse rider’s athletic 
ability, agility, precision of 
riding, and general horseman-
ship as they navigate their way 
through a number of obstacles.

Heather has been involved 
with the Thames Pony Club for 
around eight years, and for five 
of those, she’s been participat-
ing in the sport. 

She had previously competed 
in showjumping and event-
ing but was now focusing on 
mounted games, she said.

Heather told The Profile she 
and her pairs partner Elena 
only had one training together 
before clinching silver in the 
March nationals, and she was 
now hoping to attend the indi-

RIGHT: Heather Underwood 
picks up from the ground during 

an event.   
BELOW LEFT: Heather, right, 

completes an effortless 
transition with her partner.

BELOW RIGHT: Heather reaches 
for the low ball at full gallop. 
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EQUESTRIAN vidual games held in Tūrangi, 
in the Central North Island, in 
April.

In July, she’ll head over to 
France as part of the U18s 
New Zealand Mounted Games 
teams competition.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air


