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Dogs die in parvovirus outbreak, P3

Roughly 125 metres of man-
groves could be the diff er-

ence in Thames getting a multi-
million dollar marine precinct 
with a recreational wharf, or 
without one.

And as an independent expert 
consenting panel appointed by 
a government convener meets 
to determine whether the man-

groves should go, the business 
association chair is calling on 
the district council to throw 
their support behind doing just 
that.

Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council wants to develop a 
marine precinct at the existing 
Kōpū boat ramp, which they 
say will generate employment 
by providing up to 78 new di-
rect full-time equivalent jobs 
during the design and con-

struction stages of the project, 
and around 30 indirect jobs in 
marine servicing.

The government has fast-
tracked the project, but only 
following a revised design - op-
tion 1 - which removes the rec-
reational boat ramp attached to 
the initial plans.

This is to retain an area 
of mangroves that has been 
deemed a “natural wetland” 
by the government’s national 

policy statement for freshwater 
management.

However, business leaders 
are saying option 2 - the option 
with the recreational boat ramp 
- is the “only viable option”.

“It’s not just that there 
wouldn’t be a recreational boat 
ramp, but there also wouldn’t 
be any car parking,” a Kōpū 
businessman, who did not want 
to be named, told The Profi le. 
“There would also be no ability 

in an emergency for other barg-
es to be able to unload, which in 
option 2 they could.

“But the main thing is, if the 
marine industry expands the 
way it has been, and it’s attrac-
tive to the area like we want it 
to be, that whole thing will be 
too small, so it needs to be able 
to grow in the future, and with 
option 1, if there’s a big strip of 
mangroves in between the river

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Mangrove set backMangrove set back

Mangroves line the Waihōu River at Kōpū. 
Photo: SUPPLIED/TCDC
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An expert consenting panel 
appointed by the government 
is seeking independent legal 
advice over the removal of 
mangroves for the proposed 
multi-million dollar Kōpū 
Marine Precinct development. 
KELLEY TANTAU reports.

CONTINUED ON P2

A stretch of mangrove wetlands could 
alter the fate of the Kōpū Marine Precinct
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 

Find me in one of the display 
advertisements in The Valley 
Profile, then email admin@
valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/txt 
027 396 2459 with your full 
name and postal address, and 
the business name and page 
number of the ad to go in the 
draw to win a Lotto ticket. 

Quality 
kitchenware and 

gi� s for all seasons.

OFFICE: 2 QUEEN STREET, PAEROA
www.valleyprofile.co.nz

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece

Ph 022 174 3988
gordon@valleyprofile.co.nz

ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 

MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN
Ph 027 396 2459

Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

The Valley Profile is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,600 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
letterbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribution around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

and whatever you’re doing, 
it’s never going to be good for 
anything.”

According to the expert 
panel, the construction of the 
recreational boat ramp would 
result “in the complete or 
partial drainage of a portion 
of a natural wetland, being 
the area of mangroves”.

In order to determine 
whether construction can go 
ahead or not, it has sought in-
dependent legal advice.

Thames Business Associa-
tion chair Warren Sly recently 
met with the expert panel in 
Thames, and told them that 
option 2 was the “unanimous 
choice” of all affected parties. 

He said it would: accommo-
date private boaties by pro-
viding undisturbed access to 
the river; allow mussel barges 
to unload, enabling Kōpū to 
become a distribution centre; 
allow for economic develop-
ment opportunities to be fully 
realised; and bring much-
needed commercial develop-
ment to the area.

“It’s the bedrock for future 
marine development,” he 
said. 

“If option 2 can be imple-
mented, it will grow the in-
dustry… and open the gate to 
all these other possibilities.”

According to the Environ-
mental Protection Author-
ity (EPA), the expert con-
senting panel has appointed 
Derek Nolan QC to provide 

CONTINUED FROM P1

Mangrove decision looms for Kōpū

independent legal advice on 
the status of option 2 under 
the National Environmen-
tal Standards for Freshwater 
2020. Once the panel has re-
ceived this advice, it will meet 
to determine the next steps.

Mr Sly believed a decision 
could be made come March, 
and asked for Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council to 
“openly push” for option 2.

He said if option 2 was not 
passed, he was “not going to 
let it lie”. 

Thames-Coromandel Dis-

trict Council chief executive 
Rob Williams said council 
supported both options for the 
Kōpū marine precinct - which 
received around $8.2m from 
the government’s Provincial 
Growth Fund.

He said council’s original 
application was for a facility 
that included both commer-
cial and recreational facilities, 
but it had to be withdrawn be-
cause of the “legal ambiguity” 
with the wetlands.

The new application has 
an option with a recreational 

boat ramp, and an option that 
is for a commercial facility 
only.

“We’ll have to see now which 
option the EPA is able to allow 
us to proceed with, and what 
the resulting consent condi-
tions may be,” he said.

“This is a complex process 
and I am sure the commis-
sioners will do their best to 
provide the outcomes that the 
Thames community desires.”

Roughly 125 metres of mangroves could be the difference in Thames getting a multi-million dollar marine 
precinct with a recreational wharf, or without one.                                              Photo: SUPPLIED/TCDC
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Funding for local arts

“In the last funding round we supported 16 projects 
with Creative Communities Scheme funding and 
this round we have over $25,000 to distribute. 
That’s a whole lot of love for the arts to share 
around, so don’t wait – get creative Hauraki!”
Mayor Toby Adams

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/creative-communities-scheme

Project must take place between 
1 April 2022 and 30 March 2023. 

Affairs of the

Applications open 9am, Monday 14 February 
and close 4pm, Monday 14 March 2022

Does art, 
theatre, 
dance, 
performance 
or creating 
make your 
heart soar?

Pick up an application form from 
our offices or download from our website

Then share your 
passion and talent 
with an event, project 
or workshop 
for your community 
and make it happen with 
funding from the Creative 
Communities Scheme!

heart

A huge range 
of bedding!

50%
off.

UP TO

A better way 
to sleep.
Find your Serenity, new Sleepyhead 
Peace & Essence, in store now.

Interest free 
‘til 2024*

Serenity Peace Queen Mattress & Base

$17 per week with 
interest free 
‘til 2024**

$1703

20%
off.

Fr
om

Serenity Essence Queen Mattress & Base

$25 per week with 
interest free 
‘til 2024**

$2499

50%
off.

Fr
om

Find your best sleep

Contactless

 *O�er valid to 08.03.22 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. See in-store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors or misprints. 30 day Comfort Guarantee Ts and Cs apply. *Interest Free ‘til 2024 (24 months) is available on in-store Q Card and Q Mastercard® Flexi Payment Plans & Purchases $999 & over until 08.03.22 
Lending criteria, $50 annual account fee, fees, an establishment fee of $55 (first LTF transaction) or a $35 advance fee (subsequent LTF transactions) applies. Terms and conditions apply. Minimum payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay 
the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard interest rate, currently 25.99% p.a., applies at end of interest free period. Rate and fees correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Mastercard is a registered trademark and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. See counter for full details. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run 
outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er. **Indicative Weekly Repayments: ^Approved applicants only. The indicative monthly repayment is the purchase amount and establishment fee divided by the number of weeks in the start-up interest period. The indicative repayments assume there are no additional purchases, cash 
withdrawals, fees or charges. The indicative repayments are only an estimate and figures should be used as an indication only. They do not represent either a quote or pre-qualification or approval. To repay the purchase amount by the expiry of the start-up interest free period, the indicative monthly repayments stated would need to be made by the due date for each statement period.

BedsRus Store Name    VISIT Street Address 

TALK Phone Number     DREAM bedsrus.co.nz

Comfort GuaranteeProudly Local Warranty

205 ������ ��, ������ 

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
PH 07 868 6128

By GORDON PREECE

Dogs die in regional parvovirus outbreak
Dog owners are be-

ing urged to vaccinate 
against parvovirus after sev-
eral dogs have died within 
hours of being taken to the 
vet with the disease.

Paeroa vet Dr Ivan Petch 
told The Profile there had 
been cases of the highly infec-
tious parvovirus in Paeroa, 
Ngatea and Thames since 
December, which can cause 
healthy dogs to die within 24 
hours. 

“It’s very difficult to treat, 
we’ve had two 4- to 5-month-
old healthy dogs die within 12 
hours of coming into the vet, 
despite treatment with elec-
trolytes to keep them hydrat-
ed,” he said.

Ivan said black and tan dog 
breeds such as rottweilers 
were more at risk and symp-
toms, including vomiting and 
bloody diarrhea, could devel-
op very rapidly.

“The virus attacks the capil-
laries in the bowel wall, caus-
ing hemorrhaging within the 
bowel, causing rapid death 
from dehydration,” he said.

“Often it’s the dehydration 
which kills them more than 
the virus itself.”

Parvovirus was more com-
mon in the summer months 
and was transmitted through 
infected dogs faeces.

“When the droppings dry 
out it releases the virus. Peo-

ple carry it back home with 
them when they pick it up by 
the soles of their shoes, which 
then gets passed on to their 
dogs,” he said.

Ivan said like a lot of viral 
diseases, parvovirus is easily 
prevented by vaccination.

“It involves a relatively sim-

ple injection if they’re over 
four months and if they’re un-
der four months, they require 
booster shots until they reach 
four months,” he said.

“Dogs should be vaccinated 
from as early as six to eight 
weeks old, then they need 
three shots, the last one being 

at 16 weeks old, and then an 
annual booster shot and every 
three years from then.”

“If people have unvacci-
nated dogs, they should keep 
them at home and away from 
public areas where other in-
fected dogs may be and could 
transmit it, but the main thing 

is getting their dogs vaccinat-
ed as soon as possible.”

Ivan said Paeroa Vets also 
advised dog owners to get 
their parvo vaccine along with 
the vaccination against lep-
tospirosis, which is another 
problematic disease on the 
Hauraki Plains.

Dr Ivan Petch, pictured with a canine client that doesn’t have parvovirus, says two dogs have recently died from the deadly disease.  
                   Photo: GORDON PREECE

SIGNS OF PARVO
Signs of parvovirus start 
with a reluctance to eat, 
a progression to fevers, 
marked lethargy, vomi� ng, 
and fi nally watery bloody 
diarrhoea.
In order to protect your 
dog against parvovirus, it 
is essen� al to vaccinate 
all puppies, ensuring 
vaccina� on programmes 
are completed and the fi nal 
vaccina� on is given at 14 to 
16 weeks of age. 
Ensure all puppies that 
are yet to complete their 
vaccina� ons are kept 
off  footpaths and parks 
(all public places) and 
remember that they are only 
safe to travel to these areas 
two weeks a� er the fi nal 
vaccina� on is given.
Parvovirus is a very hardy 
virus that is passed in dog 
droppings and can survive 
for six months to two years 
in the environment. 
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Inversion helps to:
• Relieve Back Pain
• Relieve Neck Pain
• Relieve Muscle Tension
• Stimulate Blood And

Lymph Flow
• Improve Posture
• Increase Flexability

Frank Harwood (84 at time of picture) using his Teeter, Frank’s 
been Inverting for over eleven years and has found it keeps him 

young

BACK or NECK PAIN?

IT IS PURE LOGIC AS TO HOW 
THE TEETER WORKS 

Discs: It uses gravity to apply traction,
the traction gently opens the discs and as 
they open up they create suction, this 
suction draws �uid from the surrounding 
tissue back into the discs, re-hydrating 
them. This is the key! Discs do not have 
their own blood supply, they rely on trans
fer of �uid from the surrounding tissue to 
keep them healthy and hydrated and over 
the years as discs get thinner with age, they 
lose the ability to take on �uid (just like 
squeezing a sponge) and they start to 
de-hydrate.

De-Hydrated discs are less �exible, they are 
harder, more prone to injury, they interfere 
with nerve roots creating pain and
ultimately the de-hydration causes degen
eration. The Teeter Inversion table slowly
and gently brings the hydration back into
the discs, plumping them up. It separates
the nerve roots far more e�ectively and
returns quality of life

Muscles: A lot of pain is muscular, when
muscles are stressed they become tight
which restricts the �ow of blood and lymph 
through the muscles so toxins build up,
Co2 and Lactic Acid. Traction opens up the 
muscles, Rhythmic Traction, is a gentle
rocking motion that stimulates circulation
and encourages blood �ow through the 
muscles, which clears the lactic acid into
your lymph system where it stimulates
lymph �ow and deals with it. Most people
with serious neck issues see a large
improvement after only one treatment. 

Posture:  Poor posture is 
of pain and is a major contrib-utor to 

the deterioration of the body with age. A 
difference in leg length causes most of the 
hip and knee issues, as they contin-ue to 
place uneven loads on the joints; similar 
to the wheels out of alignment on your car.

Trying to correct posture is extremely 
difficult due to muscle memory, as it 
constantly pulls the muscles back to where 
they were. At a level of 40 degrees or more on 
the Teeter, the muscle groups open up and 
eventually come back into alignment, using 
the table daily, does not allow the muscle 
memory to pull them back out of  
alignment and slowly the muscles start to 
lose their memory and go with the flow,  
allowing the body to come back into  
correct posture. Then using the table once a  
day will ensure it is kept there.

This is pure logic, if a machine is out of 
 alignment it does not last long, the only 

difference between the body and a 
machine is that the body is constantly  
repairing itself, however if the wear and
tear on the body is greater than the body’s  
ability to repair itself, it is a slow decline.
The Teeter slowly brings the body out of its  

decline and allows the body to repair itself,  
resulting in a far healthier life.
 If you are serious about investing in your  
health and really sorting your issues out,  
come see us at one of our local roadshows,  
you have nothing to lose and chances are, a lot 
to gain.

Our Back Pain Expos

Then try a Teeter

We host a number of back 
pain expos throughout the 
country almost every week-
end, these expos are a way 
for people to try out a Teeter 
Inversion Table and feel the 
bene�ts for themselves in a 
way that is instructive and 
informative.
It is also a great way for people who already own a Teeter to come 
along and get a refreshment course on the use and operation of their 
Table and clear any questions they have about it.

Sessions run continuously from 10am to 4pm and there are no book-
ings required, just come along at a time that suits you.
There may be a wait during certain times and in these instances chairs 
are set out for anyone waiting for a turn, or anyone who just wants to 
ask us a few questions.

We strive to cover the entire country and always try to book the most 
accessible venues we can. All our upcoming shows in the region are 
listed in the blue bar below, otherwise check out our website for more

www.inversionnz.co.nz

Because they work! Spinal traction is the oldest recorded medical cure for 
back issues, first documented by Hippocrates in 400BC, spinal traction was used 
successfully for many year’s in modern hospitals however because it was a slow 
process and tied up hospital beds for long periods, was dropped in favor of 
surgery, which is considerably faster.

A new study recently published in the Journal of Physical Therapy Science brings 
good news to people struggling with sciatica and lumbar disc disease: surgery 
may not be your only option for relief. Researchers at Newcastle University found 
that inversion therapy with a Teeter inversion table offers back pain and symp-
toms relief in sciatica patients and may even allow them to avoid surgery 
altogether.
The case-controlled study evaluated the effects of regular inversion therapy on 
the pain symptoms of sciatica patients in line for surgery. The purpose of the 
study was to, “[measure] symptoms and [compare] the surgery rate following 
inversion for 85 participants with the surgery rate in 3 control groups.”

, were 78% less likely to need 
surgery than matched individuals who didn’t invert, even as far as two years after 
the initial trial period.
The study suggests, “…inversion therapy reduces symptoms and the rate of 
surgery in patients with lumbar disc disease and sciatica.”
Using a Teeter is gentle and relaxing if done properly 

WHY  

Inversion NZ Ltd
0800 62 62 83

www.inversionnz.co.nz

BACK PAIN EXPO
T

Saturday and Sunday 12th & 13th February
10am - 4pm

WHY TEETER?
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2015 Ssangyong Korando 
Ltd 2.0 Ltr Auto, 

Low 85 km

$14,990
Value

2009 Holden Commodore 
SV.6 Auto, Top Example with T/Bar

$8,990
Special

2006 Mercedes Benz E350
V6 Auto, Good kms, 
Immac Condition

$8,990
Only

2009 Nissan Dualis
2.0 Ltr Auto, Low 64 km

$12,990
Value

$6,990

2007 Nissan Cube
1.5 Ltr Auto, Low kms, 

Top Condition

Just

$13,990

1992 Mitsubishi GTO
3.0 V6 Auto, 

Classic Investment 
Sports Coupe

$11,990

2014 Great Wall X240
2.4 Ltr, 5 Spd Manual, 4WD, Low 92 

km, Top Value & Condition

$7,990

2008 Ford Fairmont Ghia
V6 Auto, Fully Optioned, 
Top Value Special

NOW

Paeroa Lions Club gets children school ready
More than 120 new entrants 

starting school this year 
in the Hauraki District have 
received stationery packs from 
Paeroa Lions Club. 

Paeroa Lions Club’s second 
vice president and youth com-
mittee chair Wei Zhang told 
The Profile the idea for the 
stationery packs came from a 
desire for the club members to 
give back to the community.

“We saw education was im-
portant for the youth and there 
were some families we knew 
who were struggling to buy sta-
tionery, especially when they 
have multiple kids and are find-
ing it hard during the pandem-
ic,” she said. 

This was the third year 
Paeroa Lions supplied the sta-
tionery packs, which cost just 
over $4000 and were funded 
through community donations 
and fundraising from slink 
(dead calf) collection. In previ-
ous years, proceeds from the 
club’s annual fireworks event 
also went towards stationery 
packs, however, the event didn’t 
go ahead last year.

“The Lions Club would like to 
thank the community for help-
ing us, without their support 
we wouldn’t be able to supply 
them [the stationery packs],” 
she said. 

Wei said Paeroa Lions sup-
plied stationery packs for nine 

Paeroa Central School new entrants Reiya Williams, left, Alonso Mullans, Te Whetu Oka and Kahurangi Cooper were thrilled with their new 
stationery packs.                                                                              Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

schools, including Miller Av-
enue, Paeroa Central, Karan-
gahake, St Joseph’s Catholic, 
Tirohia, Netherton, Kerepēhi, 
Hikutaia and Paeroa Christian 
schools.  

Paeroa Central School prin-
cipal Mona Hingston told The 
Profile the Paeroa Lions’ sta-

tionery packs were highly ap-
preciated and wonderful for 
her school’s community and the 
new entrants’ parents.

“A lot of our whānau come 
from large and blended families 
and almost 40 per cent of them 
struggle to buy their kids sta-
tionery,” she said. 

“I’ve been principal here for 
three years so every year I’ve 
been able to see when the kids 
start school on their first day, 
and we tell them they’re getting 
a free stationery pack, their eyes 
light up,” she said.

Mona said by week three, the 
school expected all new entrants 

would have their stationery 
packs and they could take them 
home, and in previous years the 
pupils loved to individualise or 
decorate them. 

Mona also acknowledged how 
grateful the school was that 
Paeroa Lions thought of them 
and what support they needed. 
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

ALL VEHICLES REDUCED. MUST GO. ACT NOW!
Call in and discuss a deal. Terms & trade ins.

Every vehicle 

must go
Every vehicle must go

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE

2005 TOYOTA EST $5,995
5 door Hatch, 1500cc Auto. All extras, In silver,
Exceptional Condition

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA $4,500
1800cc Auto, All Extras, Facelift Model in Red
BEST AVAILABLE

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $6,995
158,000kms, 2360cc Auto, All extras, in gold,   $5,995
7 seats, Best Available

2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras

1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3,295
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition   $2,995

2008 NISSAN TILDA 5DR HATCHBACK $7,995
79,000kms, 1500cc Auto, All extras, Original

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995

1999 NISSAN CEFIRO $4,495
2500cc Auto, 124,000kms, All extras BEST $3,995

2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New

1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV $2,975
1500cc Auto, In good tidy condition  $2,745

1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,295
4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $1,995

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD,
Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE

2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,695
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,200

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags,  $2,995
S/wagon, Electrics, VALUE

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200

2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $2,995

2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA $2,250
2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF, $1,995
Original condition

1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCLAIM $4,500
3.8L Auto, CD, Mags $3,995

2007 FORD FOCUS S/W   $5,995
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras,  VALUE $5,225
Met Blue

1990 FORD LASER GL $2,995
5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000 kms

1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
Has wiring problems, suit auto electrician
Worth repairing              REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls, 
WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
2001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE 
5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY 
SPORT

2001 NISSAN PRIMERA

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 1997 FORD LASER

$6,500 

$3,000 VALUE $2,500 

BEST

$2,850

2400cc, WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

$4,695

SOLD

SOLD

245,000kms, 1998cc, CD, Air, Elecs, 
Nice Mags, In Grey with Blue Interior, 

LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, 
Very Tidy, Drives Well

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 
LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY

A CLASSIC DREAM

Paeroa water ‘muddy’ but ‘safe to drink’

There’s no “perfect, clear” 
bore system coming down 

from the Himalayan mountains 
to supply Hauraki residents 
with drinking water.

Instead, there’s the Wait-
awheta River, in the Karanga-
hake Gorge, and 
according to 
some, its water 
tastes “foul” and 
is “undrink-
able”.

But it is 
drinkable.

At the Paeroa 
Water Treat-
ment Plant on 
Bennett St, 
there’s an in-
door tap that can shoot out wa-
ter straight from the reservoir.

The men who work at the 
plant drink that water every 
day, and have done so since 
they started there in 2019.

Of course, the river water has 
to first go through “a whole pro-
cess” to make it compliant.

“Not everyone notices the 
taste,” the district’s mayor Toby 
Adams says. “It does affect 
some people more than others, 
but just because it’s got a funny 
smell or a different taste, it’s 
still 100 per cent safe to drink.”

The men are aware of a recent 
social media post where resi-
dents criticised the taste of the 

ban was recently issued for the 
town. The restrictions eased 
slightly on February 3 to hand-
held hoses on alternate days.

It’s likely one of the first times 
in 10 years Paeroa faced water 
restrictions, Mayor Adams says.

And the cause? 
“Three years of very low rain-

fall, and dry, drought conditions 
in a row. It makes it hard to 
keep up and the river has never 
caught back up,” he says.

“But some people are so used 
to turning their tap on and hav-
ing water come out at every 
instant that as soon as there’s a 
restriction of any type, they can’t 
comprehend the process that it 
takes to get it from a low-flowing 
river, through the plant, through 
the pipes, and out their tap.

“It’s a complicated process 
and it takes a lot of skill, and 
we’re blessed to have the calibre 
of staff that we do at our council 

who work when they’re asleep.” 
It’s not just a glib comment, 

either. The plants are moni-
tored seven days a week and if 
chlorine levels get too high or 
too low, an alarm is sent to the 
staff’s phones, sitting on their 
bedside tables.

Luke Parish, one of the treat-
ment technicians, recently woke 
up at 3am to deal to a matter 
arising at one of the four

Mayor Toby Adams and treatment technician Luke Parish stand outside Paeroa’s water reservoir.
                Photo: KELLEY TANTAU 

“It does affect some 
people more than others, 
but just because it’s got 
a funny smell or a differ-
ent taste, it’s still 100 per 

cent safe to drink.” 
- Toby Adams

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Paeroa’s drinking water has been described as “muddy”, 
“dirty”, and “not even good enough for the dog”. But 
why? Reporter KELLEY TANTAU takes a walk around the 
water treatment plant to find out more.

water - as well as recent water 
restrictions - with one saying 
they’d rather drink from the 
farm bore than from the tap.

Another said it was “not even 
good enough for the dog”.

That “dirty” taste is due to the 
river getting lower in the sum-
mer, making it easier for algae 
to grow and produce “taste-

forming com-
pounds”.

“We have very 
limited options 
for where we 
can have our 
intakes for our 
water, and our 
water source, so 
we do the best 
we possibly can 
with the known 
sources close to 

us,” Mayor Adams says.
The council has a resource 

consent from the Waikato Re-
gional Council to collect water 
from the Waitawheta River at a 
rate of 7000 cubic metres a day.

That’s seven million litres, or, 
more than 29.5 million cups.

However, a weekly snapshot 
of water usage at the Paeroa 
reservoir saw households use 
a maximum of 250,000 litres 
every hour.

Even at 2:30 in the morn-
ing, the reservoir loses 110,000 
litres.

According to council, the res-
ervoir levels are “critically low” 
– which is why a total watering CONTINUED P7
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YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

PROFESSIONAL , HONEST AND RELIABLE HOME KILL

PROCESSING AVAILABLE

CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING

Homemade Old Fashioned 
Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site

Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

444 Pollen Street Thames 
Ph: 0223809735  email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com  

website: burtoncatering.co.nz    facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

Do   
EYE STRAINEYE STRAIN
Do you have any of the following 

symptoms when using a 
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa� gue • Light sensi� vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina� on 

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the diff erence

plants. He didn’t get home until 
midnight that day.

He started in the role straight 
out of high school, as a council 
cadet in 2019.

“I didn’t even know what 
water treatment was when I 
started… I live just down the 
road and I never knew there was 
a water treatment plant here,” 
he says.

And with a lack of understand-
ing likely the cause for most peo-
ple’s concern about the drinking 
water, he’s inviting anyone to 
come for a supervised tour of the 
plant.

Doing just that, the team 
explains how the water travels 
from the Waitawheta River to 
the treatment plant, and gets 
sucked into a membrane filter 
unit.

Each filter contains 1200 
“straw-like” lumens, and the gap 
of each lumen is one ten mil-
lionth of a metre wide.

That’s like taking a millimetre 
on a ruler and cutting it into ten 
thousand pieces, treatment tech-
nician Tyrone Negus explains.

Anything bigger than that 
– dirt, mud, most algae - gets 
trapped in the lumens and 
doesn’t make it through the sys-
tem.

The men say the water is then 
drinkable, but to get it to safety 
standards, chlorine is added to 
the water. Chlorine is a disinfect-
ant that kills water-borne viruses 
and bacteria.

However, Hauraki District 
Council’s Paeroa plant also 
utilises a “UV taste and odour 
system”.

In small amounts, hydrogen 
peroxide is sent through the UV 
system and reacts to anything it 

comes into contact with, except 
water. 

Tyrone says they don’t have 
to use the UV system to make 
the drinking water safe, it is 
just something council utilises 
to make the water nicer for the 
town.

However, during summer 
months, the river’s algae can cre-
ate chemicals that taste bad and 

are tiny enough to get through 
the lumens.

“I get that there are frustra-
tions about the taste of the water, 
but in comparison to how much 
you’re using throughout your 
house, it’s really not that bad,” 
Mayor Adams says.

“It’s all about where we get 
our water from. We don’t have a 
perfect, clear, bore system that’s 

coming from the Himalayan 
mountains feeding our water 
intakes.

“Our water has got to go 
through a whole process, and it’s 
a costly, expensive process, and 
the team works hard to get rid 
of any contaminants, taste, and 
odour before it gets supplied.”

There are three other water 
catchments the council receives 

its water from: Waihōu River 
(15,000 cubic metres a day); 
Waitakaruru River (6000 cubic 
metres a day); and Walmsley 
Stream (3500 cubic metres a 
day). Around 587km of pipelines 
deliver water to 7500 properties.

Luke Parish drinks fresh water straight from the reservoir.                        Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

CONTINUED FROM P6
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife

A recent case of suspected 
cattle theft has rustled up a 

warning for local farmers.
Hauraki District Coun-

cil sought information from 
the public after fi ve calves in 
a mostly fair condition were 
found dumped with their ear 
tags removed in Waitakaruru on 
January 17.

Hauraki-Coromandel Feder-
ated Farmers president Robert 
Craw said stock theft was unfor-
tunately too much of a common 
occurrence in the district.

“I’ve had a couple farmers that 
I know of ring me last year and 
ask for our [Federated Farm-
ers] involvement directly to 
work with the Police which I’m 

more than happy to do, because 
Police are learning how serious 
and expensive this is for farm-
ers,” he said.

“I don’t think the people do-
ing this [cat-
tle theft] fully 
realise the im-
pacts this has 
on someone’s 
farming busi-
ness.

“It’s a terrible thing to have a 
farmer fi nd out their cattle have 
been stolen because to a farm-
ing business, that animal’s value 
is far greater if it’s going to be 
producing calves or milk.”

Mr Craw said farmers should 
immediately report cattle theft 

incidents so Police can have a 
profi le and can properly inves-
tigate it. 

“There’s been tightening of 
rules and legislation around cat-

tle rustling and there’s more to 
come, so therefore police have a 
lot more powers to act on it,” he 
said.

Mr Craw said for farmers to 
avoid becoming victims of cow 
theft, they must ensure bound-
ary gates are always secured, 

ensure animals were clearly 
identifi ed with ear tags and have 
cameras installed.

“Even though cameras on 
boundary gates and load out fa-

cilities aren’t 
always practi-
cal, if you’re in 
an area that’s 
r e n o w n e d 
for it [cattle 
theft], it’s an 

option,” he said. 
A council spokesperson told 

The Profi le council was legally 
required to hold roaming stock 
for seven days before making a 
decision to rehome or euthan-
ise. 

Since council didn’t have facil-

ities to hold cattle, the Mahuta 
Rd North property owners were 
happy to look after the calves 
while council tried to fi nd their 
owners. After the calves were 
unclaimed in seven days, the 
property owners were allowed 
to keep them and decided to do 
so.

Council said this was the fi rst 
suspected cattle theft incident 
reported to them.

Under legislation introduced 
to the Crimes Act in 2019, a per-
son who commits theft of an-
other person’s livestock or other 
animal may face a maximum of 
seven years’ imprisonment.

Police told The Profi le the in-
cident had not been reported.

Cattle theft warningCattle theft warning

“I don’t think the people doing this [catt le 
theft ] fully realise the impacts this has on some-

one’s farming business.” - Rob Craw

Farmers are being warned to increase security after fi ve calves with 
their ear tages removed were dumped on a rural road on the Hauraki 
Plains. GORDON PREECE reports

These fi ve calves have now found a home in Waitakaruru 
a� er being dumped there on January 17. 

Photo: SUPPLIED/HDC
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

1 O����, O��� 5900 ��, 1600�� P�����, 
8 S���� A���, T�����, A� N�� C��������

*W��� �� ���� ���� ��� ������ ��
�� 

1600�� A���, 116,000 ��, T�����, 
A�� C��, P���� S������


V��� T��� C��������

2019 CITREON C5 AIRCROSS SUV

$39,995 $12,500

2016 SSANGYONG TIVOLI

RuralRural LifeLife
Celebrity chef flexes Coromandel mussels
A Coromandel delicacy will 

be showcased in an up-
coming New Zealand social 
media food series. 

Ganesh Raj, New Zealand 
restaurateur, cook, and star 
of TV show Eat Well for Less, 
dropped into the Coromandel 
as part of his nationwide Best 
Foods Foodie Roadie to pay 
homage to the farmers, grow-
ers and producers in our back 
yard.

In the Firth of Thames just 
before Christmas, Ganesh har-
vested and cooked the region’s 
famous greenshell mussels 
with Peter and Pania James 
from Coromandel’s James 
Marine.

The aim of the Best Foods 
Foodie Roadie is to highlight 
local producers and their 
unique produce, and encour-
age Kiwis to support local and 
eat delicious food. 

Ganesh told The Profile it 
was his first visit to the pen-
insula and the way he saw it 
from the mussel farms off Te 
Kouma was ‘incredible’. 

“We were out there at 
4:30am and got to see the sun-
rise across the water. When 
you see the footage you’ll like 
it a lot because it made the 
peninsula look amazing, and 
was just a beautiful day.” 

Ganesh said he enjoyed his 
first time mussel farming ex-
perience. 

“It was great to learn all 
about anchorages, water 
columns and sections of the 
sea that are yours for mussel 
farming from Peter [James], 
who’s mussel farmed since he 
was 16,” he said. 

“For me Coromandel mus-
sels are plump, sweet and 
delicious and you could have a 
whole diet based around them.

“We pulled the mussels fresh 
from the farm, took them in, 
cleaned them and I cooked 
a beautiful mussel fritter for 
the crew and for Peter, who’s 
probably had a lot of mus-
sel fritters in his time, and he 
loved them so thank god for 
that!” 

Ganesh said what makes his 
mussel fritters unique is fresh-
ly grated ingredients.

“I grate garlic, ginger and 
lemongrass and add a little bit 
of fresh parsley and chilli and 
with the Best Foods mayon-
naise and sweet chilli sauce, 
everyone seemed to love them 
on the boat - and they’re the 
mussel fritter kings,” he said. 

Ganesh hopes viewers of the 
Coromandel episode of the 
Foodie Roadie can understand 
there’s people like Peter out 
there who work hard to pro-

vide the public with delicious 
mussels. 

“I also want people to un-
derstand how mussel farming 
works and have an appre-
ciation of how lucky we are to 
have this beautiful kaimoana 
in our backyard,” he said. 

The public can watch 
Ganesh’s Coromandel mussel 
adventure from February 7 on 
Best Foods’ Facebook page.

By GORDON PREECE

Celebrity chef Ganesh Raj with Peter James, of James Marine. BELOW: Ganesh’s mussel fritters.        Photos: SUPPLIED
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Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design    

Installation    

Service  

0800 4 EFFLUENT       www.williamsirrigation.com

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD Brett Harris 

Electrical 2016 Ltd
For all your Electrical 

Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

WWW.FRANKLINVETS.CO.NZ

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Need a vet?

Waikato Regional Council will require 
a My Vaccine Pass for entry to all its 
premises from February 1 under the red 
and orange settings of the Covid-19 Pro-
tection Framework.

The policy covers all staff , councillors, 
committee members, service providers 
and members of the public aged over 12 
years and three months.

Council chief executive Chris McLay 
said under the red setting it was busi-
ness as usual for council, but with in-
creased safety measures. “Our offi  ces 
remain open to the public and staff , and 
council meetings continue to be a hybrid 
of in person and virtual,” he said.

“But we’ve been told Omicron is the 
most transmissible variant of Covid-19 
yet, and now there is a growing number 
of cases across New Zealand. So we are 
taking a cautious approach to protect 
our staff  and community.

Mr McLay said council believed it was 
the right thing to do for right now.

“We’re committed to protecting staff  
and members of the public from harm 
while undertaking our duties or while 
working on, or visiting our buildings, 
facilities and worksites and when un-
dertaking fi eld work or work in other 
places,” he said.

“There are several ways we can protect 
ourselves and minimise the chances of 
getting Covid-19, including the use of 
face coverings, physical distancing and 
good hygiene practices. But vaccination 
is the vital tool in the toolkit.

“With vaccination such a focus for our 
government, and in turn our communi-
ties, we’re providing certainty around 

our approach to Covid-19 vaccinations 
for our people and the community with 
this policy.

“But I acknowledge it will be incred-
ibly hard for some of our people,” Mr 
McLay said.

An anonymous staff  survey in October 
found 95 per cent were vaccinated or 
planning to be, while 3 per cent were not 
vaccinated and not planning to be, and 
2 per cent preferred not to answer. The 
survey was completed by 532 people, or 
an estimated 84 per cent of all regional 
council staff .

For councillors aff ected by the My Vac-
cine Pass requirement, their ability to 
participate in governance decision mak-
ing will be unaff ected due to the ability 
to join all meetings virtually. Record-
ings will be published on the council’s 
website shortly after meetings are held, 
so members of the public will be able to 
watch and listen to the discussions and 
decisions of councillors: www.waika-
toregion.govt.nz/council-meetings.

It’s possible councillors may discuss 
their position on mandatory vaccination 
at the February 24 meeting of council. 
This will enable time for the impacts of 
the fast-moving Omicron variant to be 
better understood.

Mr McLay said council was also look-
ing at whether rapid antigen testing had 
a place in council’s toolkit. 

“It may be added as a primary or sec-
ondary tool to help provide assurance of 
our safety at work in our premises. We 
will also monitor the use of PCR tests 
and what role these may play in the fu-
ture for access to WRC work locations.”

Vaccine pass required at WRC
RuralRural LifeLife

The Valley Profi le will be running an advertising feature in our 

March 23rd edition which will have advice and tips for our readers 

on building a new home and renovating existing homes.

If you would like more information on how you can promote your 

products and services to an audience of 31,000, contact 

Nikki today on 022 130 3889 or email nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Booking deadline is Friday March 11.

BUILDING & RENOVATING
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Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

11 Matai Street Offers Over $730,000

KEREPEHI

NEW

LISTING

• Makeover, 3 dble bdrms, new carpet & lino
• 3 car gge, dble carport, 1012m2 fenced section
• Phone the Ngatea office on 07 867 7800

RN1412 1313

264 Piako Road Offers Over $779,000

TURUA

NEW

LISTING

• Relocated, 3 bdrms, 2 bthrms, upgraded kitchen
• 5318m2 fenced manicured section, Dble garage
• Phone the Ngatea office on 07 867 7800

RN1413 1223

23 Adams Road, Thames Deadline Sale

NEW

LISTING

Deadline Sale by 16th February 2022 (unless sold
prior). Price guide: Offers in excess of $890,000.
Sitting above the glorious Thornton Bay beach.

RT5678 1113

320 Ngati Maru Highway Deadline Sale

Deadline Sale 9th Feb (unless sold prior). Offers in
excess $780,000. An exceptional opportunity to
own this 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home.

RT5677 234

216 Strange Road Offers Over $1,450,000

• 3 brms, office, walk in robe & luxurious ensuite
• Open plan lounge, breathtaking views
• Dble gge, landscaped 6813m2 more or less

RG1941 1223

Paeroa Offers Over $1,100,000  (Inc GST)

• Rural House and Land Package
• 5990 sqm (more or less) sloping section
• 4 bedroom home to be built on site

RRP223 1224

408 Tararu Road, Thames Deadline Sale

NEW

LISTING

DEADLINE SALE - Offers to be received no later
than 4pm Wednesday 16th February. May be sold
prior. Offers in excess of $620,000.

RT5679 112

105 Coromandel Street Deadline Sale

NEW

LISTING

This gorgeous wee cottage is ready and waiting,
situated close to town on a fenced grass section
with fruit trees and room to plant veggies.

RT5680 1112

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 408 Willoughby Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/408-willoughby-street-thames

Phone for a viewing 

2 1 1 -

Enquiries over $695,000 

Waiomu, 611A Thames Coast Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/611a-thames-coast-road-waiomu

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 2 1

Price by Negotiation

Paeroa, 12 Buchanan Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/12-buchanan-paeroa

Open Home Sat 1.00pm - 1.30pm 

3 2 1 2

Enquiries Over $950,000 

Waiomu, 600 Thames Coast Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/600-thames-coast-road-waiomu

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 2 1 4

Enquiries over $1,300,000

Thames, 103A Clarence Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/103a-clarence-street-thames

Phone for a viewing 

2 1 1 1

Price by Negotiation

Paeroa, 60A Puke Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/60a-puke-road-paeroa

Phone for a viewing 

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $695,000 

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Scald, 4  Cool as a cucumber, 14  Enter, 15  Ledge, 16  Functioned, 17  Spoon, 19  Rag, 
20  Balloon, 21  Highchair, 22  Mighty, 25  Cartilage, 27  Diesel, 28  Untrue, 33  Grapefruit, 35  Eel, 
36  Reveal, 37  Data, 39  Ewe, 41  Topiary, 42  Tandem, 43  Liability, 44  Maize, 45  Jettison, 50  Ma, 
51  Sickness, 55  Circa, 58  Principal, 59  Nudged, 60  Snigger, 61  Ass, 63  Nail, 64  Assist, 65  Ire, 
66  Remorseful, 68  Runway, 69  Beacon, 71  Aggravate, 76  Bangle, 77  Librarian, 79  Unaided, 
81  Rue, 84  Occur, 85  Nightshirt, 86  Adder, 87  Allow, 88  A drop in the ocean, 89  Expel. 

DOWN: 2  Caesar, 3  Legal, 5  Onus, 6  Licking, 7  Slight, 8  Conch, 9  Codeine, 10  Most, 11  Exotic, 
12  Story, 13  Fragile, 14  Enchant, 18  Coat of arms, 23  Album, 24  Servile, 26  Appoint, 
27  Dilemma, 29  Realise, 30  Groove, 31  Leads, 32  Safari, 34  Thaw, 36  Resin, 38  Abyss, 40  Silk, 
45  Japan, 46  Tuition, 47  Itch, 48  Oppose, 49  Treat, 50  Mansion, 52  Contravene, 53  Neglect, 
54  Step up, 55  Claimed, 56  Added, 57  Fear, 62  Smirk, 67  Rainbow, 68  Retreat, 70  Chianti, 
72  Graphic, 73  Placid, 74  Writhe, 75  Delete, 76  Belle, 78  Right, 80  Index, 82  Trio, 83  Aria.
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ACROSS
1  Declare (5)
4  Vessel for molten 
metal (8)
9  Seasoned sausage 
(6)
14  Cringe (5)
15  Start behaving in a 
better way (4,4,1,3,4)
17  Skinflint (5)
18  Floor covering (3)
19  Educates (7)
20  Lifelike (9)
21  One-sided (6)
24  Impediment (9)
25  Of service (6)
26  Picnic basket (6)
29  Not seen (10)
31  Encountered (3)
32  Muslim sovereign (6)
33  Percussion 
instrument (4)
35  Hard water (3)
37  Cut down (4)
39  Gin dealer (anag)(9)
40  Applying 
compression (9)
41  Shouts (5)
42  Frankly (8)
47  Powerless (8)
51  Components (5)
55  Hideous (9)
56  Green deposit on 
copper (9)
58  Arm bone (4)
59  Contend (3)
60  Lip (4)
61  Act correctly (6)
62  Garland (3)
63  US city (10)

66  Mute (6)
67  Chase (6)
69  Tornado (9)
72  Overpower (6)
73  Conceited, boastful 
(9)
75  Say again (7)
77  Large bird (3)
80  Dark wood (5)
81  Operate smoothly 
without a hitch (3,4,9)
82  Concluded (5)
83  Scale (6)
84  Enrol to vote (8)
85  Haggard (5)

DOWN
2  Police club (9)
3  Dance (5)
5  Uncommon (4)
6  Factory restaurant (7)
7  Perplexity (12)
8  Balances up (5)
9  Be adequate (7)
10  Citrus fruit (4)
11  Inlaid design (6)
12  Winner’s prize (5)
13  Set off (7)
14  Fine glassware (7)
16  Offered (11)
22  Petty details (6)
23  Sword (7)
24  Limped (7)
25  Messy (6)
27  Of pigs (7)
28  Space devoid of 
air (6)
30  Speaker’s platform 
(4)
32  Vends (5)

34  Physical strength (5)
36  Nil (4)
38  Age (3)
42  Chocolate 
substitute (5)
43  Relating to 
marriage (7)
44  Unoccupied (4)
45  Linger idly (6)
46  Serious (5)
48  Always expecting 
the worst (11)
49  Plodded wearily (7)
50  Religious sister (3)
51  Mythical flying 
horse (7)
52  Gracefully slender 
(6)
53  Indoctrination (12)
54  Opinion (4)
57  Outcome (6)
64  Topple from power 
(9)
65  Made possible (7)
66  Railway supporter 
(7)
68  Sweetened (7)
70  Low temperature (7)
71  Courtroom twelve (6)
72  Velvety leather (5)
74  Singing voice (5)
76  User of oars (5)
78  Wheel cover (4)
79  Inkling (4)
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9

36

2
6

5
7

3
8

3
1

6
9

6
3

7
2

2
4

3
4

6
6

1
5

9
3

2
7

8
1

8
7

5
8

4
6

2
3

4
2

6
5

7
9

3
1

8
7

8
3

1
2

4
6

9
5

1
5

9
6

8
3

4
7

2
6

1
2

4
3

5
9

8
7

8
4

5
7

9
2

1
6

3
3

9
7

8
6

1
5

2
4

9
3

4
2

1
7

8
5

6
2

6
1

3
5

8
7

4
9

5
7

8
9

4
6

2
3

1

HA
RD

ME
DI

UM
EA

SY

2
9

5
3

6
6

8
4

8
6

7
8

2
7

9
5

4
3

1
5

3
1

7
6

3
1

7
6

2
8

5
9

4
9

4
2

5
1

3
8

7
6

6
8

5
7

9
4

1
2

3
8

2
1

9
3

5
6

4
7

4
5

6
8

7
2

3
1

9
7

3
9

1
4

6
2

8
5

2
6

8
4

5
7

9
3

1
5

9
4

3
8

1
7

6
2

1
7

3
2

6
9

4
5

8

4
5

4
3

6
9

2
8

8
6

5
9

7
1

6
8

1
8

4
2

1
7

6
3

4
9

1
5 6
5

8
3

1
7

9
2

4
2

1
9

5
8

4
3

7
6

4
7

3
6

9
2

8
5

1
8

4
6

2
3

5
7

1
9

7
9

2
1

4
6

5
3

8
1

3
5

8
7

9
4

6
2

9
8

1
7

6
3

2
4

5
3

2
4

9
5

1
6

8
7

5
6

7
4

2
8

1
9

3

 SUDOKU               36
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DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Tel: 07 8687892 
Mob: 027 314 1577

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
www.valleyeducation.co.nz

FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES

Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 

PROGRAMMES AVAILABLE FOR 2022
If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these 

are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how 
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2, 
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua  (15 weeks) 

Farming Systems (29 weeks); Horticulture Level 3

We also off er some fee paying short programmes – Barista and 
Driving lessons from learners through to full license options. 

Call us for pricing. 

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for over 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Come check out 
our New Season stock

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES

www.lynchandpartners.co.nz

For business & Farming Enterprises 
in the Thames Valley

• Income Tax Planning •
• Management Reporting •

• Budget & Cashfl ow Forecasting •
Paeroa Offi  ce

25 Willoughby St, Paeroa

Phone (07) 862 8643

Waihi Offi  ce
Rosemont Rd, Waihi

Phone (07) 863 7372

First pony club established in Kerepēhi

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.
1951

Kerepēhi formed the first pony 
club on the Hauraki Plains.  

At one of its early rallies, there 
were a dozen horses and well 
over twice as many keen young 
pupils.  

Several youngsters had rides 
on the horses available under 
the careful eye of the instructor.  
Later the learners would be sort-
ed into classes and put through 
definite courses. There was a 
shortage of ponies suitable for 
teaching beginners to ride and it 
was hoped farmers with seldom-
used hacks and quiet ponies 
might make  them available.

Shoeing was also a problem as 
there was no blacksmith in the 
district, but at least one mem-
ber had a good knowledge of the 
farrier’s art, and the club’s cur-
riculum of training covered the 
simple principles of keeping a 
horse’s feet and shoes in order.

There seemed every reason to 
hope that the club would grow 
rapidly. Close to Morrinsville 
and Te Aroha, and assured of the 
support of experienced organ-
isers, the Kerepēhi Pony Club 

Hauraki Plains, Netherton area, 1951.                                 Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

looked forward to a bright future. 
Power cuts loomed for the dis-

trict as the State Hydroelectric 
Department strictly allocated 
loads. Post World War II elec-
tricity use had exploded and 
infrastructure could not keep 
up. The Thames Valley Electric 
Power Board’s power allocation 
was very high on account of the 
exceptionally heavy and lengthy 
dairying season for which no 
restriction could be made. Local 
residents were asked to econo-
mise with their use of power, and 
water heaters were switched off 
between 7am to 7pm daily. The 
Thames Valley Power Board was 
accused of playing with the volt-
age - an entirely erroneous idea 
protested the chief engineer.  All 
they did was reduce the voltage 
regularly by four per cent each 
evening at 5pm and restored it to 
normal at 8.30am each day.

These alterations were carried 
out in two steps and were not 
readily noticeable by consum-
ers. Any variation was due to 
the activities of the State Hydro-
electric Department, over which 
the power board had no control. 
There would be many  upsets 
as the State Department had to 

keep making changes and had 
to juggle the supply in order to 
keep the service continuous for 
consumers.  

An appeal for a District Nurse 
for the Hauraki area by the 
Thames Hospital Board met with 
a disappointing reply from the 
Department of Health. A District 
Nurse at Coromandel could give 
assistance to the Thames Bor-
ough and Plains said the depart-
ment, who were not at all famil-
iar with the area. 

The Board decided to take the 
matter up again, pointing out the 
distance from Coromandel to the 
Hauraki Plains. A nurse should 
be stationed on the Plains, where 
the population was over 5000 
and there was only one doctor, 
and sometimes none. 

Gloomy school rooms at 
Paeroa led to a request to the 
Auckland Education Board for 
the provision for electric lighting 
in four prefabricated buildings 
at the secondary department.  It 
was quite difficult to see in the 
room when the days were dull, 
said Mr Gubbins, headmaster, 
and the idea was to enable pupils 
to see to do their work. The re-
quest was declined.

St John is urging people to 
learn CPR after an increase in 

cardiac arrests in the region last 
year.

Every year, St John Ambulance 
treats more than 2000 people for 
a cardiac arrest nationwide, with 
only 31 per cent of those surviv-
ing to hospital arrival and only 13 
per cent leaving hospital alive. 

Last year, in the Hauraki-Coro-
mandel District, St John Ambu-
lance attended 59 cardiac arrest 
incidents in the community, up 
20 percent from the 49 cardiac 
arrest incidents attended in the 
district in 2020.

St John hoped to save more 
lives in a cardiac arrest by driving 
up awareness of the importance 
of CPR and defibrillators.

Clinical Director Dr Tony 
Smith said most people were 
unaware of the importance of 
taking immediate action when 
someone goes into cardiac ar-
rest, or that saving a life can be 
achieved in three simple steps.

“St John wants everyone to 
have the confidence to perform 
the three steps that can double a 
person’s chance of survival: call 
111 for an ambulance, start CPR 
and use an AED [automated ex-
ternal defibrillator],” he said. 

“Using an AED is simpler than 
using a mobile phone. Anyone 
can do it, just turn it on and fol-
low the voice instructions.”

Cardiac arrest can happen 
to anyone, regardless of age 
or medical history, and statis-
tics show that it continues to 
be New Zealand’s biggest killer, 

with ischaemic heart disease 
one of the main causes of death 
in Aotearoa each year.  

Dr Smith said a person’s sur-
vival rate dropped by 10-15 
percent for every minute with-
out CPR or defibrillation – but 
their chances dramatically im-
proved the sooner CPR began.  

“Last year, St John trained 
more than 67,000 people in CPR 
and how to use an AED,” he said.

“If you want to learn these 
skills, you can sign up for a 
free programme called 3 Steps 
for Life or book a St John First 
Aid course.”

For those who already have 
a sound knowledge of CPR and 
AED, St John offers the option of 
becoming a GoodSAM respond-
er. 

“This is a person who is alerted 
to cardiac arrests in the commu-
nity, so they can provide help be-
fore emergency services arrive,” 
Dr Smith said.

“New Zealand now has almost 
6000 people registered as Good-
SAM responders and the num-
ber of AEDs in the country has 
increased too. 

“This has been bolstered by a 
number of marae taking part, as 
well as gifts of AEDS into vulner-
able communities by ASB with 
the kind support of Phillips and 
St John.”
DETAILS: Book a St John First Aid 
course at St John Thames: www.
stjohn.org.nz, or Ph 0800 ST JOHN 
(0800 756 646). Locate the nearest 
public AED at aedlocations.co.nz or 
download the AED Locations app. 

Increase in cardiac 
arrest concerns

Gardening

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm

Pollen St, Grahamstown

Locally made and produced goods

021 0266 7161

MARKET

Driving Lessons        Elderly Assessments
Defensive Driving Courses

Gail Mikkelsen
The only female driving instructor in the Valley

Phone: 027 504 7161
Email: gmikkelsen77@yahoo.com

        Time 2 Drive

DRIVER EDUCATION

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

 CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

SERVICES
Plumbing  • Drainlaying 

Roofi ng • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096   
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz   
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

PLUMBER

Since establishing in Kōpū 26 years 
ago, Smart Environmental has be-

come more responsible in managing 
waste and recycling. 

Smart Environmental Eastern Waikato 
area manager Kiri Carew said one of the 
company’s unique things was not owning 
a landfi ll.

“Our main role is collecting residen-
tial waste, glass and recycling from the 
kerbside, and we also run a commercial 
division looking after commercial busi-
nesses for their waste and recycling,” 
she said.

“Not owning a landfi ll allows us to fo-
cus on waste minimisation and diverting 

whatever we can from going into land-
fi ll.”

Smart Environmental’s Kōpū branch 
covers the Thames-Coromandel, Hauraki 
and Matamata-Piako districts with close 
to 50,000 bins, 11 kerbside trucks, and 
six commercial trucks which are all fi t for 
collecting glass, recycling, and rubbish.

Forty tonnes of recycling comes 
through their site per day.

Kiri said their staff made their busi-
ness operate smoothly.

“We’ve got a great team of around 60 
very passionate people who turn up, dig 
deep, get involved, and they’re our num-
ber one asset,” she said. 

A focus on less waste at Smart
Smart Environmental staff  Richard Cooper-Simon, Eddie Brass, Kopai Morunga, and Adam Matete.
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CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale

Accommodation Required

Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

Font  ::  Times (modified)

C  100
M  25
Y   0
K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100

Firewood, Pine, $100 per cube. Ph Steph 027 385 
2806 or Mark 027 655 8661

Kia Ora, I’m a young professional looking for a fl at 
in Paeroa with young and social people.

I currently live in Thames and work in Paeroa 
Monday to Friday. 

I enjoy sports, the great outdoors and travel and 
have always been a tidy non-smoking fl atmate who 

pays rent on time.
Maximum rent I’d be willing to pay would be $200 a 

week including additional costs. 
Contact me on 021 186 0656 
if you have any information.

Classifi eds
Place your ad today!

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

I had fantasti c local feedback, people saw 
it,read it and came in. It reminded the 
community that we are here, and so many 
comments on Facebook. Thanks Valley 
Profi le for enhancing my profi le. - GBD

Woodturners Cafe
in Ngatea are looking for a 

Cafe Assistant 

to join our growing team. 

Variable hours.

Involves one weekend day. 

No experience required. 

Full training given. 

Contact Lorraine 021 246 9376

CHEF
Experienced chef required for Thames 
restaurant. Must be able to work nights and 
weekends. For more information:
phone 868 6008 or 027 697 9003.

SPORTS

GRAHAM O’BRIEN 
Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Twenty-six par� cipants thought there was 
nothing be� er than u� lisng a sunny day 

up the Kauaeranga Valley to try out some 
new bike riding skills.

The Department of Conserva� on (DOC) 
and the Thames Mountain Bike Club (TMBC) 
put on an event at the Valley’s visitor cen-
tre as part of its summer programme last 
month.

The day started with club vice president 
Ric Balfour providing a quick round of intro-
duc� ons, and a descrip� on of the morning’s 
ac� vi� es, before he handed it over to club 
president Jake Tyrrell-Baxter to talk about 
the club’s latest projects. Then it was � me 
for the fun to start. 

“First up was a kind of ‘shakedown’ ac� v-
ity, borrowing the cool grass maze that the 
club modifi ed slightly for the riding skills 
session,” Mr Balfour said. “The instruc� on 
covered riding stance, gear shi� ing, eye po-
si� on, and trail e� que� e.”

Par� cipants ranged from TMBC riding par-
ents, to toddlers on scooter bikes, but with 
quite a few young teenagers in the group, it 

was clear they wanted to get on to the pur-
pose-built “technical trail feature”, he said.

“Thanks to Barry Ingle and the help of oth-
er club members, TMBC is the proud owner 
of a range of seesaws, ramps, and a modular 
wooden pump track. 

“This is where the bulk of the instruc� on 
and fun was focused,” he said. “[It] culmi-
nated with a special hot-day-appropriate ac-
� vity of balancing a helmet-mounted cup of 
water. Amazingly, many kids managed to do 
a circuit on their favourite challenge and s� ll 
have water le�  in the cup.”

Prizes were handed out to all par� cipants, 
Mr Balfour said. 

Maree Limpus, from the Department of 
Conserva� on visitor centre, said she loved 
the energy of the day and enjoyed seeing 
everyone u� lising the space. 

She was keen to see the bike skills day of-
fered again during the school holidays and 
the centre’s next summer programme. 
DETAILS: For informati on and membership 
details: www.thamesmtb.club/join-our-
club, or, fi nd the club on Facebook.

Kids learn bike skills at event
Jake Tyrrell-Baxter shows off  the new trail signs at the event.         Photo: SUPPLIED/RIC BALFOUR

Contact Nikki now
 E:nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Ph: 022 130 3885

I had an amazing response from my advertorial. 
So many people came to my shop aft er reading 
it and I have increased the number of regular 
customers as a direct result. - The Plantery

GET RESULTS Grow your profi le  
         with an Advertorial

MANAGEMENT POSITION
Stepping Out Hauraki is a peer support, not-
for-profi t organisation that works with adult 
mental health consumers to provide a wide 
range of services and assistance from our 
centre in Thames.
Stepping Out Hauraki is actively seeking a 
manager for our service that has excellent 
communication skills and is empathetic with a 
good sense of humour. Strong organizational 
skills are essential for this position as is the 
ability to promote a culturally diverse, inclusive, 
respectful culture within the organization.
We require the following:
• The ability to keep clear boundaries 
 and maintain strict protocols for 
 confi dentiality;
• Computer literacy;
• Be prepared to liaise and network 
 with other community organizations 
 and mental health service providers;
• A full current New Zealand Driver’s 
 license and clean Police check;
• That you be fully covid vaccinated in  
 accordance with Government  
 mandates;
• Have recently undertaken Te Tiriti  
 training.
We would like the following:
• Experience with keeping KOPPS  
 documents current;
• Experience with DHB Contracts and  
 Funding Applications;
• Experience of working with a   
 Governance Board would be very  
 helpful.
This is a 32 hour a week position with negotiable 
hours and days of work.
In the fi rst instance, please submit a full page bio or 
curriculum vitae no later than Friday 18th February 
to the Chairperson: 

Patti Wicksteed at 
patti.wicksteed@gmail.com 
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Locally-made gin revered on world stage
For Daniela Suess and Paul 

Schneider, creating a gin wor-
thy of world-wide accolades is a 
bit like raising a child: there’s a 
lot of effort and energy involved.

But within six years, their 
small-scale hobby has matured 
into a fully-grown business, suc-
ceeding on the international 
stage and putting Thames on the 
map for distilling. 

The pair, who own Coromandel 
Distilling Company in The Depot 
at Grahamstown, were recently 
told their Coromandel Dry Gin 
was named the country winner 
in the Classic Gin category at the 
World Gin Awards. As did their 
Manuka Gin - named New Zea-
land’s best matured gin.

It was the latter concoction 
which started Daniela and Paul 
on the path to distilling.

“Daniela is a hobby beekeeper, 
and we live 40km up the coast 
where it’s basically manuka coun-
try, so by default, she was making 
this beautiful manuka honey,” 
Paul explained. 

“And when you make manuka 
honey on a hobby scale, you have 
a lot left over.”

It was a “no-brainer” for the 
pair to ferment the honey and 
start making mead, but soon 
enough, the distilling “bug” took 
hold and their curiosity was 
piqued. 

“We live in the only country 
in the world where home distill-
ing is legal, so we set up a little 
home lab… We kept refining and 
refining and did some blind tast-
ing events with friends and got 

some awesome feedback, and we 
thought: ‘If we don’t turn this into 
an opportunity, it’s an opportu-
nity missed’.”

The award-winning manuka 
gin, off their Awildian label, has a 
“warm and spicy” flavour profile 
which comes from being soaked in 
manuka wood for three months. 
It was “absolutely unique” on the 
world stage, Paul said.

“There are 22 botanicals used 
in this recipe, and to have them 
in a fine balance is where art and 

science come together, and that’s 
also one of the key things that 
have fascinated us with distilla-
tion… the crossroads of art and 
science and alchemy,” he said.

“But it’s easy to live here and 
think, we’ve nailed it, so to sub-
mit it to awards in San Francisco, 
London, and now the World Gin 
Awards, really shows that this is 
a flavour profile that is acknowl-
edged by experts around the 
world.”

Distilling is a 10-hour process 

which produces around 60L of 
gin per batch. The pair distil 2-3 
times a week, and welcome peo-
ple to peruse the shelves when the 
shop is open on Saturdays. 

Daniela and Paul will also be 
waiting with bated breath for the 
outcome of the supreme award 
at the World Gin Awards - where 
their Coromandel Dry Gin and 
Manuka Gin will face top brews 
from distilleries around the globe. 

“When you set out to do some-
thing right, there has to be an 

alignment of factors, and gin is 
the one spirit that has excited us 
most,” Paul said.

“We’ve tried to distil every spirit 
under the sun, but gin is the one 
that carries the most sensory ex-
citement. In a way, it’s a drink-
able perfume… and we wouldn’t 
want to miss it for anything in the 
world.”

Daniela Suess and Paul Schneider at their purpose-built distillery in Grahamstown, Thames.          Photo: KELLEY TANTAU


