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We all 
know 
the 
drill …

Phone us 
today 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

RED 
is a
NO

GREEN 
is a
GO

GREEN 

Mary St closure sparks pe� � on, P3
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There’s koi carp, eels, and oil 
slicks fl oating down a section 

of the Hape Stream in Paeroa. 
There’s long, unmaintained 

grass on either side of it, which 
nearby residents say is home to 
rats. There’s a chance of saving 
the stream, though, if Hauraki 
District Council invests in it, the 
locals say, and the council isn’t 
ruling that out. Michael Cathels 

and Brigette Heymans are neigh-
bours on Towers St, which cross-
es through a “highly modifi ed 
watercourse” that makes up the 
Hape Stream.

For 18 months they’ve been 
trying to get the council to see it 
as more than an “eyesore” of a 
stream, and turn it into an inno-
vation - an area where residents 
can safely walk and take in the 
wildlife. They told The Profi le
they haven’t had much luck - yet.

“But it’s not a pet hate for us,” 

Brigette said. “This is more of a 
love for the stream. When you 
live close to it and you walk past 
it every day, you’ve got a connec-
tion with it, and I just see every-
thing that’s happening to it.”

In more than 18 months of 
living along Towers St, Brigette 
and Michael said they have seen 
council staff  maintaining the 
stream by lawn mowing either 
side of it; however, they have not 
seen the waterway being dredged 
to remove rubbish, weed-hacked 

to mitigate poor aesthetics, or 
cleaned to promote water quality 
and remove oil slicks.

There was a milky layer along 
the top of the stream when The 
Profi le visited one Friday, as well 
as signs of piping and concrete 
underneath the dark water, but 
council said dredging the water 
was not “environmentally good 
practice”, and so said it was 
working on alternative methods 
to better manage the stream’s 
environment. But Brigette, 

whose mother lives with her, and 
Michael  fear their homes will 
fl ood before anything gets done 
to the stream. “My mum gets up-
set every time it rains,” Brigette 
said.  “Our places will fl ood if this 
doesn’t get done, and that’s the  
bottom line.”

The pair were happy to have a 
self-established working bee, but 
joked that while it would be easy 
to get down to the water, getting 
back out of it would be near-

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Stream an ‘eyesore’ Stream an ‘eyesore’ 

Neighbours Brigett e Heymans and Michael 
Cathels have been trying to get Hauraki 

District Council to clean up a secti on of the 
Hape Stream for months, saying it’ll soon 

fl ood their homes if left  untouched.
Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 

adver� sements in The Valley 
Profi le, then email admin@
valleyprofi le.co.nz or Ph/txt 
027 396 2459 with your full 
name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in the 
draw to win a Lo� o � cket. Last 
week it was in the Coromandel 
Commercials advert.

Quality 
kitchenware and 

gi� s for all seasons.

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Need a vet?

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

WWW.FRANKLINVETS.CO.NZ

OFFICE: 2 QUEEN STREET, PAEROA
www.valleyprofi le.co.nz

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

kelley@valleyprofi le.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece

Ph 022 174 3988
gordon@valleyprofi le.co.nz

ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz 

MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN
Ph 027 396 2459

Email: admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

The Valley Profi le is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,600 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
le� erbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribu� on around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

Chelsea’s cacti collect coin for Tonga
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Creating concrete cactuses 
has never felt so rewarding 

for Chelsea Cooper.
The nine-year-old Matatoki 

School student has been 
making them with her mum, 
Emma, and selling them to 
assist in Tonga’s recovery, 
following the January volcanic 
eruption of Hunga Tonga–
Hunga Ha’apai.

Chelsea and her mum 
were at her school, on State 
Highway 26, when they saw 
another student fundraising 
for the cause. 

“She was making money for 
Tonga, and I thought that was 
really cool,” Chelsea told The 
Profi le.

“So, that gave me the idea.” 
Chelsea’s mum Emma runs 

her own business, Luluncat, 
creating concrete home decor. 

The pair put their heads 
together and decided to create 
little concrete cactuses, which 
can be painted. 

They’ve ended up selling 
hundreds of them, raising 
around $700.

“It’s a lot of work to be doing 
but she’s stuck with it,” Emma 
said. 

“She got some money for her 
birthday the other day and I 
said: ‘Do you want me to put it 
in your bank?’ and she said: ‘I 
want to give it to Tonga’.

“She’s a beautiful soul.”

The hand-made pieces have 
been selling for $1 each, with 
a lot of buyers coming from 
community and plant-lover 
Facebook pages. 

“Plants are so on-trend,” 
Emma said, “and it was 
Waitangi weekend, and it was 
raining, and I thought kids 
could paint them and it would 

give the parents something to 
do.” 

Chelsea will give the money 
to the Tongan Community of 
Thames and Paeroa - whose 
president Alby Tukia earlier 
told The Profi le that any help 
Kiwis could give would be 
“valuable”.

“We just hope that they are 

able to get back to better than 
how they started off ,” Emma 
said. “Every little bit helps.” 
DETAILS: For informati on on how 
to buy the concrete cactuses, fi nd 
‘Luluncat’ on Facebook.

LEFT: Chelsea Cooper, 9, has so 
far raised more than $700 for 
Tonga relief. 

ABOVE: The pair have made 
hundreds of the concrete 
cactuses, which can be painted.

Photos: SUPPLIED
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If you love your car phone us 
now or pop in for a quote.

Phone 868 9300
115 Jellicoe Crescent, Thames 

(behind the Elim Church)
Queen St

Pollen St

BP

X

Wharf

� ames 
Collision 
Repairs

* For prompt and 
professional service

* Thames-Coromandel’s 
best equipped panel paint shop

* Experience some of 
New Zealand’s top craftsmen 

working on your car
* Loan Cars available

• • • • •
••

all La-Z-Boy
*

SALE
Comfort

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

*T&C’s apply. Par� cipa� ng stores only. Please see in-store for more details or go to la-z-boy.co.nzLIMITED TIME ONLY

Mary St closure sparks petition
Two friends have “run out of 

patience” when it comes to 
the closure of Mary St.

The Thames street used to 
connect shoppers in Pollen St 
to travellers in Queen St and 
Goldfields Mall through the 
CBD’s only roundabout. 

However, in 2020, Thames-
Coromandel District Council 
closed the high-traffic thor-
oughfare to create The Vibe 
- an open space with festoon 
lighting, tables, and garden 
planters that has just won a 
national award.

The friends say the road clo-
sure cuts off access between 
the town’s eastern and western 
sides, and they have plans to 
launch a petition opposing it. 

“Everyone I have asked does 
not like it. They don’t like 
Mary St being closed,” petition 
spokesperson Sheryl McCo-
nnell said. 

“The roundabout was the 
perfect solution for people liv-
ing on the east of Thames, com-
ing across and wanting to go 
anywhere on the western side. 
They could always go down 
Mary St and use the rounda-
bout to get safely across.

“Now, there is always traffic 
coming one way or the other.” 

Tuesday marked one year 
since construction on The Vibe 
began, and at the time, coun-

cil said the temporary project 
could see Mary St closed to 
through traffic for up to two 
years. 

But a vote of around 250 peo-
ple back in 2021 saw 74 per 
cent of respondents preferred a 
partial closure design, while 26 
per cent voted to keep Mary St 
open to one-way vehicle traffic.

There was no option to keep 
it as it was.

This was because the pro-

ject was 90 per cent funded 
($320,125) by the Waka Ko-
tahi NZ Transport Agency 
through its Innovating Streets 
pilot. This was acknowledged 
by Thames Community Board 
chair Strat Peters when Mary 
St won the Best Street award in 
the Keep New Zealand Beauti-
ful awards last week. 

“It’s a recognition of the com-
munity ownership of the Create 
the Vibe space on Mary St, and 

we’d like to thank and acknowl-
edge the Thames community 
for being so involved in shap-
ing the public space, for paint-
ing the planters and making 
creative use of the space to hold 
events,” he said.

The pedestrian aspect of the 
area was created in March, 
2021, and a council spokesper-
son told The Profile that council 
would like to see “how it works 
over a full year”, so the Thames 

A petition is planned over the closure of Thames’ Mary St - used to create ‘The Vibe’.            Photo: SUPPLIED

community had a good chance 
to make use of the space in fair 
weather. 

“The length of the trial public 
space and the Mary St closure 
will depend on how the space is 
used, its effects on traffic flow, 
and the feedback we receive 
on it… In the last few months 
we’ve had one complaint about 
Create the Vibe on Mary St, 
from somebody who doesn’t 
live in our district,” they said.

At the end of March, council 
will prepare a formal evalua-
tion with input from experts, 
including its roading team and 
police.

With the planned petition in 
its early stages, council encour-
aged those opposing the Mary 
St closure to attend a com-
munity board meeting, and 
present any petitions or other 
documents during the public 
forum. 

“Public feedback is one 
source of information to be 
considered as part of any de-
cisions that are made, so any 
feedback, either positive or 
negative, is welcomed,” the 
spokesperson said.

Since March 2021, one per-
son has attended the Thames 
Community Board public fo-
rum to speak about Create the 
Vibe.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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A word from the Board Chairperson,
Strat Peters
“It feels like New Year’s was just a few days 
ago and February is already almost over. If 
January was meant to ease us back into being 
busy a� er a nice holiday, February took 
o�  and the next few months promise to be even busier, 
especially with our Annual Plan consultation running 
from 11 March to 11 April. Be sure to keep an eye out 
for this as the Annual Plan revises budgets and project 
priorities from what was established under the Long Term 
Plan for 2021-2031 last year, and it also sets the rates for 
the � nancial year.” strat.peters@council.tcdc.govt.nz

Waiomu playground renewal – The renewal of the 
playground has been delayed due to supply issues and the 
availability of contractors, but we’re hoping to have it open 
by 18 March. In the meantime, it will be closed and fenced 
o�  while work takes place. Apologies for the inconvenience.

The Board’s next meeting is on Wednesday 23 February 
2022, 9am at the Council Chambers, 515 Mackay St. 
Recordings of all our Council and Community Board 
meetings are posted on tcdc.govt.nz/meetings, where 
you’ll also � nd meeting agendas and minutes.

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE

Fire season kicks in early
As a result of recent rain and current � re weather 
conditions, on Friday 11 February Fire and 
Emergency NZ moved to a Restricted Fire Season 
(� re by permit only) for the entire Waikato District 
including the Coromandel.

You can apply for a permit to light a controlled 
outdoor � re at checkitsalright.nz or by phone on 
0800 658 628.

COROMANDELCOROMANDELOUR
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council 23 February, 2022

Ko-pu- marine precinct project
Our Council supports both options for the Ko-pu-

marine precinct that are included in our Council’s 
fast-track consent application that is now before the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
Our original application was for a facility that included 
both commercial and recreational facilities. This was 
withdrawn because there appeared to be some legal 
ambiguity with the National Policy Statement as a 
wetland. The design was altered to accommodate this 
and the application resubmitted. This new application 
includes an option with a recreational boat ramp and an 
option that is for a commercial facility only.

The EPA is considering our application now and is 

www.coromandel.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames, Phone: 07 868 0200www.facebook.com/
ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

TC
DC

/2
24
3

Footpath
construction budgets
Waka Kotahi (NZ Transport Agency) has reduced the 
amount of its discretionary funding for capital works 
construction in the district, and as a result some 
projects will be reduced in scope or deferred.

In the past Waka Kotahi has subsidised capital 
projects including new footpath construction by 
about 51 per cent, with Community Board budgets 
making up the rest and setting the priority for the 
footpath and streetlight construction programmes.

Over the next three years the subsidy will be focused 
on road safety schemes previously approved by Waka 
Kotahi, with the remaining $1.3 million allocated to 
support the economic development project to expand 
Te Ariki/Sugarloaf Wharf in Te Kouma.

Getting out on the water is part of the Coromandel 
dream. But boat ramps and wharves are expensive 
to maintain and replace or upgrade. How should 
they be funded?

Right now, ratepayers shoulder most of the cost of boat 
ramps and wharves, with fees from parking at some 
boat ramps o� setting only a small portion of the costs.

Should ratepayers continue to pay most of the cost of 
these facilities, or should the users pay more?

We're preparing our Annual Plan for 2022/23 and we'll 
likely be proposing some changes in the fee structure 
for boat ramps and wharves to lessen the impact on 
ratepayers. Keep an eye out for the proposals once 
our consultation starts on 11 March because we’ll 
want your feedback. In the meantime, there is more 
information at tcdc.govt.nz/boating

Kerbside Collection
Our Kerbside collection schedule for the 
summer is now over and we’re back to 
the usual weekly blue Council rubbish 
bag and fortnightly recycling collection 
schedule for the rest of the year. 
Collections in your area:
Thames Coast & Manaia –  Tuesday, recycling Week 1
Thames & Surrounds –  Wednesday
Thames Rural South –  Thursday, recycling Week 1
Please put out your material by 7:30am. 
Check out the schedule for your area at 

tcdc.govt.nz/kerbside
The week beginning Monday 21 February is Week 1 of our 
fortnightly recycling schedule. Not sure if you’re in a Week 
1 or Week 2 collection area? 
Go to tcdc.govt.nz/smartmaps, select “Refuse & 
Recycling” and enter your property’s address. Or, call us on 
07 868 0200.

Summer hours at our district’s seven Refuse Transfer 
Stations ended on Sunday 20 February. From Monday 21 
February, the Thames transfer station is open:

Monday-Friday:  8.30am-2.30pm
Sat, Sun & public holidays:  10.30am-5.30pm

Hours and locations:

tcdc.govt.nz/rts

expected to provide a decision in March about whether it 
will allow us to proceed with either option, and what the 
resulting consent conditions may be.

Find out more about this project at 
tcdc.govt.nz/kopumarineprecinct
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2015 Ssangyong Korando 
Ltd 2.0 Ltr Auto, 

Low 85 km

$14,990
Value

2009 Holden Cruze
1.8 Ltr, Auto, NZ New, Mint 

Condition

$9,990

2006 Mercedes Benz E350
V6 Auto, Good kms, 
Immac Condition

$8,990
Only

2013 Ford Mondeo
2.2 Ltr, Auto, Superb 
Condition

$9,990
Only

$6,990

2007 Nissan Cube
1.5 Ltr Auto, Low kms, 

Top Condition

Just

$8,990

2011 Suzuki SX-4
6 Spd Manual, 2.0 Ltr, Economy +

$5,990

2003 Toyota RAV4
2.0L Auto, 4WD 

Bargain
$15,990

2014 Nissan Duke
1.6 Ltr Auto, 79 km, NZ New, 
Immaculate

MenzShed ‘delighted’ with new space
Paeroa’s community Men-

zShed finally has its own 
shed after six years searching 
for a suitable premises.

The organisation, where men 
and women can come together 
to share interests, like wood and 
metal work, and make items for 
sale or to donate to community 
groups, was recently offered a 
shed at Paeroa’s former race-
course by its current develop-
ers, Wayne and Chloe Wright. 

MenzShed Paeroa spokes-
person Neville Jamieson told 
The Profile he was “delighted” 
with the new shed. 

“It’s been a struggle to get 
any traction to getting the 
MenzShed established here,” 
he said.

“The first guy who tried suf-
fered a fairly major stroke and 
then another chap took over and 
he and his wife pushed along as 
best they could, including hold-
ing raffles at Countdown to try 
and raise funds.

“So for Wayne and Chloe to 
have offered us this facility has 
really put us ahead of the eight 
ball.” 

Neville said Wayne and Chloe 
weren’t charging MenzShed for 
use of the building. “They’ve 
told us so far it’s an open ended 
arrangement so things could 
change in the future but at this 
stage it looks like we’re going to 
be here for a while,” he said.

“Wayne’s also helped us 
along with various things which 
has made the whole thing more 

Members Steve BlackBurn, left, Neville Jamieson and Les Cullerne encourage more people to be part of Menz Shed.          Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

easily set up.”
Neville said Paeroa Men-

zShed, which currently has four 
active members, will now focus 
on developing the shed and 
getting more members so they 
can gauge their interests and 
get equipment needed to fulfill 
those interests.

“In the past, Paeroa Hire have 
offered us use of some of their 
equipment and that kind of 

thing is a big help.
“When you look at our shed, 

there’s quite a lot of work to be 
done, so any help from local 
businesses would be very much 
appreciated. 

“In consultation with other 
MenzSheds, we discovered they 
have more gear than they ac-
tually use and tend to get clut-
tered. So the idea is to keep it 
as minimal as possible and find 

out what the community’s in-
terests are,” he said.

“We’ve got this far, it’s a huge 
step to get a new shed and it 
should now encourage quite a 
few people who’ve been inter-
ested but have been on the side-
line to come along and make up 
the numbers so we can actu-
ally get it [MenzShed] off the 
ground.”

Paeroa MenzShed will host 

an open day at their new shed 
at 2pm on February 26 in the 
hopes of attracting new mem-
bers. Neville said the event will 
have a Covid-19 QR code and 
prefered people wear masks 
and kept social distance.
DETAILS: Paeroa Menz Shed Open 
Day: February 26, 2pm to 4pm at 
the former Paeroa Racecourse. 
Contact Neville for more informa-
tion: Ph 022 415 9101.
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Tel: 07 8687892 
Mob: 027 314 1577

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
www.valleyeducation.co.nz

FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES

Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 

PROGRAMMES AVAILABLE FOR 2022
If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these 

are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how 
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2, 
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua  (15 weeks) 

Farming Systems (29 weeks); Horticulture Level 3

We also off er some fee paying short programmes – Barista and 
Driving lessons from learners through to full license options. 

Call us for pricing. 

Taupo District

Matamata

Putaruru

Morrinsville

Te Aroha

Thames

You’re eligible if your 
family lives in this area*
* Only part of Putaruru is in this zone. 
If you’re from Putaruru, call us first.

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 18 MARCH 2022

For more information visit waikatoregion.govt.nz/
roger-harris-scholarship or call 0800 800 401

‘Magic wires’ arrive at Piako

As part of a Valley Profi le series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.
1870

The telegraph which was 
intended to connect Auck-

land and Thames was rap-
idly spreading its magic wires 
across the country and would 
soon make its appearance at 
the Piako side of the Firth of 
Thames. Two large turrets 
were to be built there, and two 
on the swamp land opposite, 
near Shortland, to carry the 
wires across the channel of the 
Waihōu River. The turrets were 
to be ninety feet at the base, so 
that they would serve as land 
marks or beacons for vessels 
passing underneath.

An application for a bush li-
cence to run a hotel at Miranda 
was refused on the grounds 
that accommodation would not 
be provided. The Justices were 
not satisfi ed that Miranda even 
required a hotel. There was also 
the problem of the district being 
beyond the control of the police, 
no policeman being stationed 
within thirty miles. Change 

The Royal Hotel/ Theatre Royal, Thames, scene of interes� ng and amusing 
spectacles, was destroyed by fi re in 1903.                                 Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

was in the air though, with the 
discovery of a coal seam in the 
bed of a creek near the Miranda 
Redoubt. A sample was brought 
over to Shortland to be tested.

It gave fi ve and a half hours 
good steam for a seven head bat-
tery, burnt quick and fi erce, had 
no clinker and was likely to be 
better at a greater depth. It was 
far superior to Whangārei coal, 
but not as good as that of the 
Bay of Islands. It was very suita-
ble for Cornish boilers, and had 
no sulphur. The results were en-
couraging and there were hopes 
for a prosperous coalfi eld. The 
property consisted of 7000 
acres, a magnifi cent kauri for-
est and a very large tract of fl ax 
land. Good specimens of copper 
had also been picked up in the 
neighbourhood of the coal pit. It 
was the intention of the proprie-
tors to form a company to work 
the coal, fl ax and timber.

The amusing and interesting 
spectacle of a real baby show 
was enjoyed by the patrons of 
Thames’ Theatre Royal at the 

conclusion of the drama ‘Miri-
am’s Crime.’ When the curtain 
rose, there were 21 mothers 
or nurses seated on the stage, 
each holding a child. They ap-
peared to be a fi ne lot of healthy, 
clean children, and were neatly 
dressed. They had the good 
taste not to squall.

Drs Croft and Sam offi  ciated 
as judges, and awarded the fi rst 
three prizes. The fi rst prize, a 
beautiful plated silver teapot, 
sugar basin, and toast rack, was 
awarded to Mrs Thompson’s lit-
tle boy, aged six months. 

The second prize, a round 
chimney clock and a child’s 
frock, was given to Mrs Huxter’s 
little girl, aged nine months, and 
the third prize, a pair of beauti-
ful China vases and another 
child’s frock, was given to Mrs 
Wetton’s little girl, aged eight 
months. Each of the other chil-
dren got handsome presents, 
some of which were almost as 
valuable as the main prizes, and 
the whole exhibition was an en-
tertaining one.

Carpark concerns 
taken to council
The meeting started with a show 

of hands.
How many Hauraki District 

Councillors have been to Cornes 
Paddock, in the Karangahake 
Gorge - the site where a hard-sur-
face car park is being proposed? Of 
the full house of 14 elected mem-
bers, all but a couple raised their 
hands. 

“There are quite a few in the 
room that know where we’re talk-
ing about, and that’s important to 
us,” Eva Mayor said. 

“We’re supportive of a perma-
nent car park in the area… but not 
in Cornes Paddock.” 

Eva, alongside other concerned 
Karangahake residents, sat in 
front of council during its meeting 
on February 9, to oppose its re-
cent decision to develop the gorge 
in a staggered approach, which 
included creating a car park off  
County Rd into Cornes Paddock. 
Councillors unanimously made 
the decision back in December, in 
order to alleviate safety concerns 
on the state highway that has seen 
68 crashes occur in the past fi ve 
years. Eva told the room they sup-
ported activities to address road 
safety issues; however, they were 
disappointed to learn of council’s 
decision through a Valley Profi le
article late last year. 

She said they had been under-
represented on the issue.

“I feel it is important to convey 
the loss of trust in the council’s 
consultation process by this com-
munity, who feel blindsided by the 

recent events.”
Council’s proposal would see an 

entrance-way created off  County 
Rd into Cornes Paddock, located 
on the corner of Crown Hill Rd 
and County Rd. Under stage one, 
it would install a metal carpark, 
a perimeter fence, and planting. 
Stage two would see the car park 
sealed. It would be open seven 
days a week. 

The cost to do this work would 
be around $160,000.

In lieu of this proposal, Eva 
asked councillors to keep the “sta-
tus quo” - a car park without a per-
manent surface, available during 
the peak usage months for over-
fl ow parking. 

She suggested a pathway be cre-
ated down Crown Hill Rd in order 
for users to get to the Hauraki Rail 
Trail. But because the meeting was 
not part of council’s agenda for the 
day, staff  could only listen, and of-
fer up questions to the residents. 

Mayor Toby Adams said a con-
versation would be had amongst 
elected members following the 
meeting to gauge whether there 
was an “appetite” to revisit the de-
cision. He said not every decision 
made around the council table 
would please everyone. 

And after one Karangahake resi-
dent voiced concerns over the few 
councillors unfamiliar with Cornes 
Paddock, Paeroa ward council-
lor Carole Daley assured him that 
they only “want what is best”.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

ALL VEHICLES REDUCED. MUST GO. ACT NOW!
Call in and discuss a deal. Terms & trade ins.

Every vehicle 

must go
Every vehicle must go

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT  BEST $6,500
5 door Hatch, 1500cc Auto. All extras, In silver,
Exceptional Condition

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE

2005 TOYOTA EST $5,995
5 door Hatch, 1500cc Auto. All extras, In silver,
Exceptional Condition

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $6,995
158,000kms, 2360cc Auto, All extras, in gold,   $5,995
7 seats, Best Available

2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras

1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3,295
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition   $2,995

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495

2001 NISSAN PRIMERA $4,695
245,000kms, 1998cc, CD, Air, Elecs, 
Nice Mags, In Grey with Blue Interior, 

LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995

1999 NISSAN CEFIRO $4,495
2500cc Auto, 124,000kms, All extras BEST $3,995

2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New

1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV $2,975
1500cc Auto, In good tidy condition  $2,745

1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,295
4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $1,995

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD,
Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE

2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,695
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,200

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags,  $2,995
S/wagon, Electrics, VALUE

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200

2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $2,995

2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500

1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCLAIM $4,500

3.8L Auto, CD, Mags $3,995

2007 FORD FOCUS S/W   $5,995
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras,  VALUE $5,225
Met Blue

1990 FORD LASER GL $2,995
5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000 kms

1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
Has wiring problems, suit auto electrician
Worth repairing              REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls, 
WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
2001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE 
5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA 1996 HONDA ACCORD

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 1997 FORD LASER

$2,250 

$3,000 VALUE $2,850 

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

$2,850

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, 
Very smart in Metallic Blue

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, 
Very Tidy, Drives Well

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 
LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY

A CLASSIC DREAM

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

NEW 
WOF 

REGO

Youth members boost band numbers
More students will be blast-

ing tunes during this year’s 
brass instrument lessons hosted 
by Kerepehi Brass Band.

Band president Luke Van Vliet 
said this was the second year the 
band was hosting the lessons and 
five or six more people were ex-
pected to take part. 

“At the start of last year we had 
about five people, then that num-
ber grew to about 10, and just 
through the publicity we’ve done 
up until the start of this year, we’re 
going to be starting with around 
15,” he said. 

“The lessons are open to any-
one but we’ve had students from 
Ngatea, Kerepēhi, Netherton and 
Paeroa and we’ve got a few com-
ing over this year from Te Kau-
whata so we’re definitely expand-
ing.”

Luke said the idea for the les-
sons came about last year when 
the band discovered the number 
of young members were dwin-
dling and local primary schools 
weren’t really offering instrument 
lessons. 

“We thought this was some-
thing the band could pick up the 
slack in to help offer kids the op-
portunity to get lessons and to 
also help secure a future for the 
band,” he said. 

“If the lessons keep growing, we 
may look at options to form a jun-
ior community band then look for 
a conductor and bandmaster to 
lead them.”

Luke said one of the benefits of 
the band’s lessons was affordabil-
ity. “Most lessons are about $30 

A junior community band could emerge if more students take part in Kerepehi Brass Band’s lessons.                         Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

for a private lesson with a tutor 
and often you get good lessons for 
that price but for some people it’s 
just not affordable,” he said.

“So we worked hard with our 
teacher, Clive Burnell, who comes 
over from Hamilton and we’re now 
offering lessons for $5 for a half an 
hour group lesson, then there’s in-
strument costs on top of that.”

Luke said people could also gain 
good team building skills through 
having lessons and playing an in-
strument was a skill they could 
keep for life. 

“Most people do sports but let’s 

be real, by the time you reach 40, 
there’s probably not much sport-
ing left in you, but something like 
playing an instrument, it’s a skill 
you keep for life,” he said. 

“We’ve got members in the band 
who started when they were 12 
and they’re now in their 80s.”

Luke said the number of mem-
bers had also grown, and over 
the next couple of years, the band 
planned to seek funding to po-
tentially expand their band hall, 
which was becoming too small.  

“We’ve kicked off this year with 
a raft of new members and we’re 

now sitting at over 30 members 
which is great to see,” he said.

“There’s lots of enthusiasm 
within the band for the big year we 
have ahead and everyone’s over 
the moon with the generosity we 
received over Christmas and we’re 
very thankful for the donations we 
were given.

“That’s our main fundraiser for 
the band for the year and it was 
just so great to see everybody out 
supporting after what had been a 
tough year.” 

Luke said more than $5000 was 
raised. Covid-19 red traffic light re-

strictions had made it difficult for 
the band to practice normally, he 
said. 

“We’ve had to implement the 
vaccine pass because it just wasn’t 
possible for us to practice in our 
hall with the numbers we had.

“But we’re always looking for 
ways we can practice safely and 
make music together like outdoor 
marching practice.”
DETAILS: Kerepehi Brass Band lessons 
are held every Tuesday at 4pm at the 
band’s Matai St hall in Kerepēhi. For 
more info: email: kerepehibrass@
gmail.com or Ph 021 039 6183.
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

A long time hobby of growing fl owers 
has led a Hikutaia woman to blos-

som towards begonias.
Patsy Robinson told The Profi le she’s 

grown the colourful fl owers for fi ve 
years after deciding she’d like to try 
growing begonia bulbs.

“I got in touch with a guy from the 
Auckland Begonias Society and went 
and met him and he was very knowl-
edgeable and showed me how to do cut-
tings. I bought quite a few bulbs off  him 
to start with,” she said. 

“Then I joined the Begonias Society 
and met Mary Johnson, who I would 
say is New Zealand’s top grower, and 
started buying from her and for the last 
few years she’s sent me begonia seeds.

“Begonias are something a lot of peo-
ple don’t grow and it’s amazing to see 
what a seed as big as a salt granule can 
grow into.”

Patsy, a retired dairy farmer, said 
growing begonias with the help of her 
husband Glen was an interesting pro-
cess.

“We buy a basic potting mix and mix 
it with the river sand we get off  the farm 
because it’s good draining for the fl ow-
ers,” she said.

“You don’t want them too wet, other-
wise they’ll rot very quickly.

“Sometimes fungi can appear when 
the begonias start growing but I use a 
special spray to prevent that.”

Patsy said begonias start growing in 
September through a process called 
pipping and by October they pip and 

One of Patsy’s prized begonias.   Photo: SUPPLIED

shoot out tubers from their bulb.
“When they fi nish in around April, 

you should just let them die down and 

break them off  and put them on fl owers 
of sulphur, which stops them rotting,” 
she said.

“If you’re doing just a few begonias, 
you can just turn the pots over in the 
shed and leave them like that to dry 
during winter then in August you turn 
them over and re-pot them.” 

Patsy said Mary Johnson told her 
the shed on her property was the ideal 
place to grow begonias. 

“We get quite heavy frosts and our 
shed has a dry, even temperature, so 
that’s why I keep them indoors before 
taking them outside,” she said.

Patsy said from January through 
to the end of February next year, she 
planned to open her Robinson Rd prop-
erty to the public to view her begonias 
by appointment only, Ph 027 457 1241.

RuralRural LifeLife
Burst of Burst of 

colourcolour

By GORDON PREECE

Patsy Robinson said it was amazing what 
begonia seeds, which are the size of a salt 
granule, can grow into. 

Photo: GORDON PREECE
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

WE JUST WANT A MECHANIC!

Any age considered

Apprenticeship possibilities

Apply with your CV to admin@hpmotors.co.nz 

Working on a wide range of 
ag machinery, tractors, cars, 
motorbikes, small engines.

Qualifi ed is a bonus

Situa� on Vacant

RuralRural LifeLife
Farming awards impacted by Omicron
The 2022 Ahuwhenua Tro-

phy competition to select 
the top Māori sheep and beef 
farm has been postponed due to 
the current risk of the Covid-19 
Omicron variant.

The trophy, of which Ngatea’s 
Pouarua Farms was a final-
ist last year, is one of the most 
prestigious agricultural events.

It has been 89 years since the 
competition was inaugurated 
by Māori leader Sir Apirana 
Ngata, and the Governor Gen-
eral at the time, Lord Bledisloe.

Management committee 
chair Nukuhia Hadfield said it 
was regrettable but necessary 
to postpone events given the 
current situation with Covid-19 
and the uncertainty it created.

She said the judging panel had 
just started to judge entrants to 
select the finalists, but the com-
mittee deemed it unwise to con-
tinue in the rapidly developing 
situation, and decided to put 
the competition on hold until it 
can be safely reconvened.

“This decision reflects the 
committee’s wish to ensure the 
safety of our Whānau and wider 
communities across the coun-
try, as well as ensuring the safe-
ty and well-being of our judging 
team and support staff. 

“This also means the rest 
of our programme is delayed, 
particularly the upcoming par-
liamentary announcement, the 
field days and awards dinner 
scheduled for May,” she said.

The Ahuwhenua Young Māori 

The Ahuwhenua Trophy competition has been postponed.        File Photo: JOHN COWPLAND/Alphapix Photography

Farmer Award would also be 
modified to align with the senior 
competition accordingly. 

Nukuhia said the commit-
tee would continue to monitor 
events over the coming weeks 
and would make further deci-
sions on when judging can re-
commence, and then also re-
set the dates for the other key 
events in the programme. 

She said the competition faced 
a similar situation in 2020 due 
to Covid-19 restrictions, but the 
programme was eventually able 

to run at a later stage. 
“I am confident that we will be 

able to do the same again later 
in the year,” she said. 

Updates will be posted on the 
Ahuwhenua Trophy website: 
www.ahuwhenuatrophy.maori.
nz.

DAIRY NZ AWARDS TO GO AHEAD
With judging for the 11 regional 
programmes underway around 
the country, the New Zealand 
Dairy Industry Award’s atten-
tion is turning to the regional 

award dinners being held in 
March and April.

After consultation with re-
gional teams and national spon-
sors, the much-anticipated 
evenings will continue, follow-
ing government guidelines for 
events in Red level.

“We know these award din-
ners are an important part of 
the rural community’s calen-
dar on many levels, which is 
why we will follow government 
guidelines to deliver an evening 
where success can be recognised 

and celebrated,” awards general 
manager Robin Congdon said.

“This means the dinners will 
have a maximum attendance 
of 100 people, who will be re-
quired to show vaccine passes 
at the venue. We realise cap-
ping numbers means some will 
miss out, and for those who 
can’t attend, the events will be 
livestreamed on the relevant 
regional dairy industry award 
facebook page.”

Tickets will be offered directly 
to finalists, their supporters, 
entrants and sponsors. Any 
remaining general admission 
tickets will be made available 
online. “Of course, in the cur-
rent environment, we under-
stand some people may be 
hesitant about attending the 
dinners, and we respect their 
decision if they don’t want to at-
tend,” Robin said.

The Award programme pro-
ceeds as normal, with judging 
continuing in all regions.

“Our remit is to deliver the 
awards programme and the 
benefits it brings to dairy farm-
ers,” Robin said.

“The dinners are a great way 
to announce achievements and 
celebrate - having to limit num-
bers and manage the allocation 
of tickets feels a bit like having 
to pick your favourite child.”
DETAILS: Waikato award din-
ner: March 14; Auckland-Hau-
raki award dinner, March 18. 
Visit www.dairyindustryawards.
co.nz for more information.
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PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under REAA 2008 Helping grow the country

pggwre.co.nz/MOR35643

NEW LISTING

TAPU Lot 4 48 Tapu Coroglen Road
The Next Level

Are you looking for the perfect position to build your dream home or grand design? Somewhere peaceful and private close to
beautiful beaches with a bush backdrop? Come and discover Lot 4 in this next level subdivision with stunning panoramic views across
the Waikato, Hauraki Gulf and Coromandel. This subdivision is in a class of its own ### prepare to be amazed. There are nine sections
in total, designed to maximise the commanding views with natives being planted on bunds between them providing shelter and
maintaining privacy while still preserving the desirable friendly feeling of a coastal community. The entry off Tapu Coroglen Road is via
the newly formed Tapu Heights Rise, an impressive exposed aggregate concrete private road with attractive landscaping. Lot 4 is a
superior 3500m2 sunny section positioned high on the hill, north facing with incredible breath-taking sweeping sea and bush views, a
generous flat building site and full power and fibre optic telco installation to site. Located just under 20km north of Thames, and
handy to Auckland, Hamilton and Tauranga, properties in Tapu are highly sought-after and hard to find. Close to world famous fishing,
hunting, bush walks and swimming holes, with a local campground, primary school, dairy/takeaways and the classic Tapu
pub/restaurant just down the road this is coastal living at its best. Give me a call today to view.

$850,000 GST Inclusive

VIEW By Appointment Only

E emma.muir@pggwrightson.co.nz
M 027 210 1803
Emma Muir

RURAL | LIFESTYLE | RESIDENTIAL

Could be ‘dream stream’
impossible, as the overgrown 
grass obscured the bank by 
about a metre.

A close-by waterway opposite 
the Paeroa Old Boys Sports Club 
fi eld had its own issues, with Mi-
chael once being witness to an 
elderly woman falling into the 
stream after her dog.   

“Dream streams are what we 
really need to have, so it’s nice 
for everybody,” Brigette said. 
“Safety fi rst, and then why not 
make it pretty?”

Hauraki District Council’s 
group manager engineering ser-
vices Adrian de Laborde said the 
modifi ed stream formed a criti-
cal role in Paeroa’s fl ood pro-
tection network. It was a “fairly 
complex” system, he said, but 
it was robust. He stated the ar-
eas adjacent to the stream were 
designated fl ood ponding zones, 
which did enter on to property 
boundaries, and work was be-

ing done to monitor the perfor-
mance of this area, as well as the 
entire Paeroa network. 

“This will enable us to better 
manage the network and address 
the eff ects of climate change. 
This work should be completed 
in the fi rst part of this year.” 

He said there was “absolute-
ly” a strong desire to improve 
the current biodiversity of the 
stream – and other waterways 
and areas of the town. “This in-
cludes providing walkways for 
the community [and] is part of a 
long term strategy,” he said. 

Council was also working on 
a planting and biodiversity pro-
gramme for the Hape Stream 
based on recent planting trials 
undertaken by Waikato Region-
al Council, focused on improving 
the overall ecology of the water-
way.

Koi carp and oil slicks 
in Paeroa’s  Hape 

Stream.        
Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

INGREDIENTS
2-3 corn cobs (depending on size)
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 capsicums sliced into strips
2 zucchini sliced into rounds and 
half rounds
4 spring onions, sliced
2 tsp Savour & Spice’s Spicy Mexi-
can Blend
½ bag or 150g fresh spinach leaves
1 avocado, sliced
1/3 cup pumpkin seeds (or cash-
ews)
Juice of 1 lemon

Versatile Spicy Summer Salad
RECIPE

2-3 cups of shredded 
chicken
½ cup chopped fresh 
parsley
1 tablespoon chopped 
fresh mint

METHOD
Place the corn in a big pot with 
water to cover and bring to the 
boil. Cook un� l tender, for 5-8 
minutes depending on their size 
(you can pierce a kernel with the
edge of a sharp knife to tell). 

While the corn is cooking chop 
the spring onions, zucchini and 
capsicums, and add to a large 
warmed sauté pan with a li� le oil. 
Cook un� l tender (not so� ), and 
with a bit of colour on the zuc-
chini. When the corn is cooked, 
remove from the water and once 
cool enough slice off  all the ker-
nels. Add these to the sauté pan 
along with the Spicy Mex spice 
blend and a spritz of lemon. Toss 

to coat for a couple of 
minutes. Place the spin-
ach on the base of a 
large shallow bowl, and 
add the corn mixture 
on top. Add the avoca-
do, pumpkin seeds, and 

shredded cooked chicken. Finish 
with a sprinkling of the parsley 
and mint. Serve immediately!

My potato salad is 800g steamed 
new potatoes (unpeeled) added 
to a bowl that has a vinaigre� e 
of olive oil, mustard, lemon juice, 
2 chopped gherkins plus 1 table-
spoon of the brine, a couple of 
chopped ar� choke hearts (from 
a jar), 3 tablespoons fresh parsley 
and salt and pepper to taste.

Put all ingredients in the bo� om 
of the bowl, taste to adjust, and 
whisk them together. If you prefer 
things a bit sweeter, just add half 
teaspoon of honey. Then you can 
just � p all of the steamed pota-
toes into it and mix gently.

Use seasonal produce for this Spicy Summer Salad.       Photo: SUPPLIED

My recipe this week is a family 
favourite at this � me of year. It 
makes great use of some of our 
fresh produce from the garden. 
Right now we have an abundance 
of corn, beans, capsicums, chil-
lies, new potatoes and zucchini 
– not to men� on all my kitchen 
herbs. I’ll use them any way I can, 
and this salad is a great example 
of how they work together. 

Even if you don’t have your own 
veggie patch, all of these ingredi-
ents are in season right now, so 
they will be good and fresh wher-
ever you buy them from. This 
salad is also very versa� le. It can 
be a great fi lling in wraps or tor� l-
las, used as a great salad for a bar-
beque, or just packed into chilled 
lunchboxes with tuna or salmon 
etc. This � me we enjoyed it with 
le� over roast chicken shredded 
on top, (and a new potato salad), 
but it’s also a fantas� c fl avour 
bomb served with seared prawns 
and chorizo. Whichever way you 
choose to use it, I’m certain you 
won’t be disappointed with the 
fl avours.    

- Jaki, Savour & Spice

CONTINUED FROM P1
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Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

4 Stanley Street Offers Over $680,000

KEREPEHI

NEW

LISTING

• 2 Dble bdrms, upgraded kitchen & bthrm
• 3 car gge, 713m2 fully fenced section
• Phone the Ngatea office on 07 867 7800

RN1416 1312

17 Kerepehi Twn Rd Offers Over $799,000

KEREPEHI

• Partially reno'd 1920's Bungalow, 4 dble bdrms
• Dble garage, dble carport, storage room
• 4711m2 section, 2 titles, fenced paddock

RN1410 1214

8875 State Highway 26 Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 11-11:30AM

NEW

LISTING

Deadline 15th March 4pm if not sold prior. Price
guide: Offers over $695,000. Situated in the rural
village of Puriri on a flat 1139sqm section.

RT5682 1113

9594 Paeroa Kopu Road Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

Deadline Tuesday 1st March, 4pm. Will not be sold
prior. Price guide: Offers in excess of $395,000.
This 924m2 (more or less) section located in Kopu.

RT5681

76 Station Road, Paeroa $615,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 bedrooms, office, open plan living, decking
• Woodburner, x2 heatpumps, conservatory
• Double garage, 746m2 (more or less) section

RG1948 1213

Paeroa Offers Over $1,100,000  (Inc GST)

• Rural House and Land Package
• 5990 sqm (more or less) sloping section
• 4 bedroom home to be built on site

RRP223 1224

107A Tararu Road Offers Over $580,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 2-2:30PM

This is a solid 1940's entry level to being a home
owner or a great investment property. Three to four
bedroom, open plan living with Heat Pump.

RT5673 113

320 Ngati Maru Highway By Negotiation

Here is an exceptional opportunity to own this 4
bedroom, 3 bathroom home and to look into the
options that are offered here.

RT5677 234

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Thames, 402 Albert Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/402-albert-street-thames

Open Home Sat / Sun 12.00pm - 12.30pm 

3 1 1 -

Deadline Reserve Sale 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 408 Willoughby Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/408-willoughby-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 -

Enquiries over $695,000 

Paeroa,12 Buchanan Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/12-buchanan-paeroa

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 2 1 2

Enquiries Over $950,000 

Waiomu, 600 Thames Coast Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/600-thames-coast-road-waiomu

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 2 1 4

Enquiries over $1,300,000

Thames,19 Puriri Valley Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/19-puriri-valley-road-thames-1

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 2

Price By Negotiation

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Paeroa, 60A Puke Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/60a-puke-road-paeroa

Phone for a Private Viewing 

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $695,000 

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz
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HOCKEY
THAMES VALLEY

ALL AGES 

AND ABILITIES 

WELCOME
www.valleyhockey.org.nz

PLAY HOCKEY

Coastguard is a registered charity needing to raise roughly 
70% of our income.

Last year Coastguard brought over 6,000 people nationally 
home safely.

Be coast safe, join your local Coastguard.
For more information on joining Thames Coastguard or 

donating contact Steve Mansell on 027 305 6274 
email scmansell@xtra.co.nz

Or go to www.coastguard.nz

SAVING 
LIVES AT SEA

Croquet is Fun 
It’s Social, It’s Healthy, It’s Competitive, It’s easy 

New Players Welcome.  
Come and Try it. 

101 Beach Road, Thames 
For more information email: thamescroquet@gmail.com 

or thamescroquetclub 

Advert sponsored by: 

KEREPEHI BOWLS & SPORTS CLUB
Grass Green 

PLUS 
Carpet Green

Extra Sports 
activities 
available

New Playing and 
Social members are 

always welcome 
from 

any age groupgroup

Contact Clubrooms after 4pm - 07 867 6897 
E:kerepehibowlssportsclub@gmail.com

President Richard 022 603 1669 

ThamesFootballClub

Kiryn 027 222 7350Mark 021 359 285
www.thamesfc.co.nz info@thamesfc.co.nz

Junior Players from
4-13yrs

Mens and Womens
Senior Teams

Registrations Open Now

Rotary is a service organisation known for high integrity

Our members enjoy fun and fellowship and make a positive 
difference in our community.

We meet every 2nd Tuesday at 5.30pm at the 
Paeroa RSA & Citizens Club.

We welcome new members  

For more information contact 
Paul Tormey (President) 

on rotarypaeroa@gmail.com

T H A M E S  T E N N I S  C L U B
A friendly, family orientated club welcoming everyone, catering to all 

needs with year round social and compe� � ve league comps.
We offer 

Mon -  Club Night Tennis                                           
Tues -  Business House 
           Tennis
Wed -  Midweek Tennis
Thur -  Junior Coaching
Fri -     Junior Club Night

Contacts - Coaching                - Shannon Paki       021 0225 3308

                 Midweek Tennis      - Tim Grove            868 9188

                 All other enquiries  - Jon Ballantyne     027 243 5364  (Club President)

                                                   Maree Jamieson  027 217 1682  (Secretary)

E l thamestennisclub@gmail.com         W l thamestennisclub.com

403 Brown Street, Thames

Getting out and about can be challeng-
ing during the Covid-19 pandemic. With 
restrictions and concerns about contract-
ing the virus, many people are opting to 
stay at home. 

However, if you join a club, you can fi nd 
a safe way to experience many benefi ts 
to your well-being and physical and men-
tal health.

Joining a club or a society will enable 
you to connect with a peer group who 
shares similar interests as you. You will 
get an insight into other cultures, values, 
thinking processes and views. 

The connections that you make here 
can also possibly lead to life-long rela-
tionships.

Being a part of a club or a society 
helps you to gain knowledge, skills and 
experience in leadership, communica-

tion, problem-solving, group develop-
ment and management, fi nance, presen-
tation and public speaking. 

You will undoubtedly learn new skills. 
In a diverse group, you will be able to 
experience personal growth. You will be 
able to discover your passion, your skills 
and experiment with areas of expertise.

And of course, it is a great experience 
to put on your CV. When you apply for 
jobs, you will stand out amongst your 
peers if you’ve given back to your com-
munity. 

This can also be a good platform to 
meet potential employers. You will be 
able to participate in all of the network-
ing events. These connections will be 
invaluable for you in the future.

So go ahead, join some clubs and 
make some memories.

Benefi ts of joining a club
JOIN A CLUB JOIN A CLUB JOIN A CLUB
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WEDNEDAY POOL COMPETITION NIGHT 5.30pm KICK OFF
FRIDAY CLUB NIGHTS, RAFFLES, MEMBERSHIP DRAW AND 

FANTASTIC ROAST DINNER MEALS
SKY TV, POOL, SNOOKER, DARTS & BOWLS

407 COURT STREET THAMES

VENUE HIRE… GREAT FACILITIES, GREAT HIRE RATES.
ENQUIRIES 07 8686107 LEAVE A MESSAGE
OR EMAIL   thamesbowls@callplus.net.nz

Social Members WelcomeSocial Members Welcome

Thames 
Bowling 
Club

The BowlaThe BowlaThe BowlaThe Bowla

JOIN US!
WE’D LOVE TO HAVE YOU

• Meet new people
• Gain new skills

• Share your knowledge
• Help your local community & youth

• Flexibility around your other commitments
• Positive impact on your own hauora

Contact us today
haurakinetball@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook too!

Do you enjoy playing Cards?
Do you want to:

• Meet a new group of people?
• Develop new skills while having fun?

• Win tickets to Regional Games with cash prize pots?
Our club members have had a lot of fun developing card skills on a Wednesday evening 
playing Texas Hold’em Poker. We all took the leap to join the club and have had so much 

fun over the past 13 years and now we want to welcome YOU to join us and experience this 
incredible, fun and exciting game. 

New Members are more than welcome!
Where: Rocker Box, Pollen Street Thames.  

When: Wednesdays, Registrations from 6:00pm for 6.30pm start
Text 0274 761806 if you would like to know more or come on down on a Wednesday. 

Thames Squash Club is a very active, friendly and vibrant club in a 
great location with awesome facilities.

Some of the squash activities the Club regularly runs include:

• Tournaments and events • Business house 
• Inter-club • Ladies night • Casual squash 
• Junior squash
• Coaching (for all levels of ability)

We have a fully electronic booking and access system that allows members to play 
squash when it suits and our membership rates are very reasonable.

To fi nd out more check out our website, face book page or 
email: thamessquash@orcon.net.nz

The Thames Squash Club 
is inviting potential 

new members to 
give squash a go!

ARE YOU LOOKING TO

Thames Toastmasters
Visit a Toastmasters club - it will change your life.

Build your confi dence?

Grow as a leader?

Improve your communication 
& public speaking skills?

NEXT MEETING: being held online Thursday 24th February 7pm - come along as a guest!
Contact Sally Grant for zoom link and info (salgrantny@gmail.com or text 027 296 8585)

�

�

�

203 NZ Lodges and over 5,500 members
Travelling around New Zealand?

Masonic Lodges offer a Hand Of Welcome

Join The Sir Walter Scott Lodge No. 15The Sir Walter Scott Lodge No. 15 in Thames
and be welcomed into any lodge in the world

Support your Community and enjoy our social activities

Contact the Lodge Secretary:  Contact the Lodge Secretary:  
Kerry Doherty   07 868 6433Kerry Doherty   07 868 6433

The “Workies” is a vibrant child friendly club offering 

the opportunity to safely enjoy:

• Golf • 8 Ball • Fishing • Housie • Karaoke • Live music

• Weekly Raffl es • Club Members Draws

• Food - Bistro @ The Workies

• Happy Hour 4:00 – 6:00pm each weekday

Thames Workingmen‛s Club,

407 Cochrane Street Thames

Don‛t just 

join a Club, 

join the 

Workies!

Rotary 
Thames

�����������������������������������
	�������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������
��	���������
��
��

JOIN A CLUB JOIN A CLUB JOIN A CLUB
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Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for over 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Come check out 
our New Season stock

Stockists of 
John Lennon shirts

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

Valley Cricket sent six teams to 
the Hawke’s Bay cricket Associa-

tion annual cricket camps held dur-
ing January for year 4-13 players.

The camps are held over three to 
four days for each age group, and 
teams get to play between four and 
six games of cricket for each age 
group. 

This is a great experience for all 
the players involved, not only for 
the cricket side of things but getting 
to be in teams with people they 
don’t know. 

It is great to see the friendships 
that get formed, especially when 
they end up playing against each 
other during the local season. There 
is lots of good hearted banter. 

The focus isn’t on winning but 
giving the players opportunities to 
play cricket at a level above what 
they play on a Saturday. The Val-
ley  teams had players from all over 
the Coromandel Peninsula, Hauraki 
Plains, Te Aroha and Morrinsville. 
We couldn’t have done it without 
the help of all of the parents and 
supporters.  

We would like to thank our won-
derful sponsors for helping us keep 
the costs down for our players, Mill-
er Poulgrain for uniform support 
and Townshend Thomas Charitable 
Community Trust for covering the 
costs of our match balls. This was 
very much appreciated.

This was the first time that Val-
ley cricket has entered a team year 
4-5 team, which put together a very 
fine record in the age group games. 

The year 6 team, called the Valley 

The Valley Demons were one of many teams to compete in Hawke’s Bay for Valley Cricket.       Photo: SUPPLIED

Allstars, was a great bunch of kids 
who didn’t really know one another. 
This was the first time any of them 
had played where you were out 
straight away with no safe balls or 
batting for set periods. 

They won three out of six games, 
and the third day was definitely the 
hardest when bodies were tired but 
they never gave up. Their attitudes 
were awesome and they finished 
the tournament with a win in the 
last over against Whanganui.   

The Valley Venom year 8 team are 
a young team but acquitted them-

selves and the Valley name really 
well against some older and skilled 
opposition. There were some tough 
games but to their credit they never 
gave up till the very end. They all re-
ally enjoyed themselves, playing to-
gether really well with limited prep-
aration and are all keen for another 
go next year.

Mixing with players from other 
schools and teams is such an awe-
some opportunity. I do love the bal-
ance is better in the fact that there 
are not set positions within the 
team and kids are almost made to 

play outside their comfort zones, 
which is good for them.

The Valley Vipers is officially a 
year 8 team but we had some ac-
complished year 7 members in this 
group. Most of the team had played 
together over the past couple of sea-
sons and the value of having been to 
the camps before and learning from 
those experiences certainly showed 
through. The team had a great first 
day and second morning, winning 
both games. The next two games 
over the afternoon of day two and 
the full 50 over match on day three 

did not unfold as well and ended up 
with a loss in each match.

Day four and the team rallied on 
a superb grass wicket to win against 
a previously unbeaten team. Each 
team member had moments of bril-
liance and moments to be forgotten 
but learned from. 

A great team with so very much 
potential to do many great things in 
the future of Valley cricket.

The Valley Demons year 9-10 
team is a real stitch together side of 
players, including some very coura-
geous year 8 members. This team 
was a superb bowling side that bat-
tled with the batting aspect of the 
game, however there were some 
brilliant innings produced from vari-
ous members.

While the side produced only one 
win, the manner in which that win 
was stitched together in a 50 over 
match was outstanding and showed 
just what the team could produce 
with more time together. Each team 
member had an outstanding mo-
ment across the tournament, while 
some had some not so good mo-
ments, they learned from them and 
addressed them in the next game. 

The Hawke’s Bay camp was ex-
actly what we were after for the 
Valley Lions year 11-13 team. There 
were opportunities in all games for 
players to have different roles and 
scenarios. Four of our five games 
were down to the last 10 runs and 
provided nail-biting death overs. All 
the players thoroughly enjoyed the 
camp and the accommodation and 
meals were fantastic as well. Every-
one is looking forward to next year.

- Anna Dodunski

SPORTS
Cricket camp a great experience for Valley players

CRICKET

The Valley Profile will be running an 

advertising feature in our 

March 30 edition, which will have 

advice and tips for our readers on 

building a new home and renovating 

existing homes.

If you would like more information on 

how you can promote your 

products and services to an audience of approx 30,000 

readers, contact Nikki on 022 130 3889 

or email nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Booking deadline is Friday, March 18

BUILDING & 
RENOVATING
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45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations.

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Family, friends farewell loving, loyal ‘live-wire’

There was music, poetry, 
tears, and laughter as friends 

and family of Kirsti Grant-
Mackie farewelled the “loyal” 
mother, wife, and companion on 
February 13.

One week earlier, the belov-
ed Thames Music and Drama 
member passed away unexpect-
edly during the company’s fi rst 
read-through of its upcoming 
show Mamma Mia. 

Her farewell was as “legend-
ary” as the woman herself, start-
ing with her arrival into the 
Twentymans chapel in Thames 
to the song We are the Champi-
ons, by Queen, a band her hus-
band Ewan said she’d loved.

“But to be fair, it was a close 
call between Queen and Meat 
Loaf. I’ll leave you to imagine 
the sorts of songs that could’ve 
[been],” he said.

His and Kirsti’s children, Emi-
ly and Lucas, as well as friends 
of the family, spoke of a wife, 
mother, and godmother who 
was a good scrabble player, and 
who at one point had a crush on 
Dennis Quaid.

“For me, Kirsti was a person of 
contrasts and opposites,” Ewan 
said. 

“She claimed to loathe mod-
ern art, and yet, she played a big 
part in the selection of material 
for the Thames South [School] 
Short Film Festival. She was a 
very good cook, and learned to 
cook Thai food well, and yet she 

Kirs�  Grant-Mackie was remembered as being a talented “live-wire” who loved her family.
Photo: SUPPLIED/ THAMES MAD

OBITUARY

Kirsti  Grant-Mackie

was quite happy just having a 
can of baked beans for her din-
ner. 

“She didn’t suff er fools gladly,” 
he said. “But she put up with me 
for more than 24 years.” 

Kirsti was born in Essex, the 
United Kingdom, but spent most 
of her formative years in Diss, 
Norfolk. She arrived in New 
Zealand in 1996, and met her 
husband Ewan through musical 
theatre. 

Diane Connors, from Thames 
Music and Drama, said Kirsti 
was a brilliant character actor 
and had amazing comedic tim-
ing.

“She knew just how to deliver 
a line, with just the right amount 
of ‘pause for eff ect’, and her facial 
expressions and physical com-
edy were undeniably hilarious.

“She was a triple threat; could 
act, sing and dance - in her own 
style of course. I fondly remem-

ber her in Roger Hall’s Social 
Climbers. The script called for 
her to appear on stage in little 
but a towel. But nothing phased 
her, she was prepared to do any-
thing for the sake of the show.”

Thames South School also 
farewelled Kirsti, who was a 
Board of Trustees member, then 
chairperson, and who served the 
kura over many years, involving 
herself in all aspects of school 
life.

“Always a laugh, a story that 
lifted spirits, straight-talking, 
a dear friend and supporter to 
many.” 

In a letter written by Kirsti’s 
mum and read aloud by her 
daughter, Emily, it was said that 
Kirsti, although a “live-wire”, 
had a quieter side, too. 

She loved to read, and by the 
time she was 10, she had fi n-
ished reading The Lord of the 
Rings. 

As well as being a loving and 
loyal friend, Kirsti was a loving 
and loyal member of a loving 
and loyal family, she said.

Kirsti was remembered as 
the friend to swap ghost stories, 
share the latest horror novels, 
and get obsessed over the The
A-Team, and The Dukes of Haz-
zard with. 

She was remembered for her 
humour, and her love for her 
family. 

In his last phone conversation 
with Kirsti, her cousin Matthew 
recalled how they spoke of their 
kids. 

“She told me Emily was doing 
a PhD, and Lucas had got his de-
gree. I joked with Kirsti that her 
side of the family got the brainy 
gene, and I got the tall gene,” he 
said.

“We spoke for about half an 
hour, and looking back, what 
came through was the love we 
both had for our families.

“It’s a privilege to belong to a 
loving family,” he said, recalling 
words spoken by his own father 
many years earlier. 

“And it is.”

Waikato Regional Council rates rise on the cards
Waikato Regional Council 

will seek public feedback on 
a proposal to pick up responsibil-
ity for rating for public transport 
services in the Thames-Coro-
mandel, Hauraki and Matamata-
Piako districts.

Councillors have also voted to 
establish a contestable $200,000 
per annum community transport 
fund. It will be funded through a 
fl at per property charge of ap-
proximately $1 through the ex-
isting uniform annual general 
charge.

The decisions were made at 
a recent council meeting to set 
the annual plan budget for the 
2022/23 fi nancial year. The an-
nual plan would see total rates 
revenue of $121.879 million and 
a proposed increase from cur-

rent ratepayers of 7.8 per cent. 
It remains consistent with the 
2021-2031 Long Term Plan, 
which signalled an increase of 
7.9 per cent.

If given the go-ahead following 
consultation, the rating for ex-
isting and new public transport 
services in Thames-Coromandel, 
Hauraki and Matamata-Piako 
districts would be collected by 
the regional council from Janu-
ary 1, 2023. That’s to give the 
regional council time to negoti-
ate for funding assistance from 
Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency, as well as to plan the 
rollout of the new services.

If that negotiation is unsuc-
cessful, ratepayers will be asked 
if they would be happy to cover 
100 per cent of the cost of new 

public bus services. It would 
amount to $333,500 of rates rev-
enue collected through targeted 
rates – 80 per cent of that would 
come from the urban areas di-
rectly benefi ting from the servic-
es, with 20 per cent to come from 
the rest of the districts based on 

an indirect benefi t model.
Councillors heard this would 

be an interim step while the re-
gional council investigates pick-
ing up the rating responsibility 
for all public transport services 
and infrastructure region-wide.

Currently, Waikato Regional 
Council only rates Hamilton 
ratepayers for public transport 
services, but in the districts, the 
relevant territorial authority is 
responsible for raising funds and 
passing these through to the re-
gional council.

This arrangement means co-
ordinating funding for public 
transport services is more com-
plex than it could be, making it 
less straightforward to provide 
equitable and regionally consist-
ent service levels.

Cr Denis Tegg, an advocate for 
better transport options for his 
Thames-Coromandel constitu-
ents, supported the proposal.

“Communities in Thames-Co-
romandel, Hauraki and Mata-
mata-Piako are crying out for 
better transport, and the press-
ing need to reduce emissions 
means we can’t aff ord to put off  
changes that can be fast-tracked.

“Our proposal doesn’t just 
make transport funding more ef-
fi cient, it gives us the fl exibility to 
deliver better services too.”

Waikato residents and rate-
payers will be able to have their 
say on the proposal between 
April 1-30. 

The consultation document 
will include an indication of what 
the new services might include.

Denis Tegg

The Valley Profi le publishes 
an arts page every 

2nd month. If you are 
interested in supporting 

this page, please contact 
Nikki for more information. 

There are limited spaces 
available.

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

JOIN OUR ARTS PAGE
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)
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14 15 16
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22 23
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28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35
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38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Speck, 4  Add insult to injury, 12  On, 15  Odour, 16  Eiffel Tower, 17  Symbolic, 
20  Blossom, 21  Dried, 22  Carefully, 25  Objection, 27  Brewer, 28  Miners, 32  Fable, 33  Trebling, 
35  Meticulous, 39  Limited, 40  Flagon, 41  Riding, 42  Rice, 43  Shampoo, 46  False alarm, 
51  Camphor, 55  Nave, 56  Addled, 57  Cognac, 58  Escaped, 61  Concoction, 62  Rotating, 
63  Fever, 66  Trendy, 67  Assist, 68  Off colour, 73  Dynamited, 74  Toast, 75  Isolate, 80  Effluent, 
81  Stockbroker, 82  Scarf, 83  So, 84  Golden opportunity, 85  Plays. 

DOWN: 2  Puddle, 3  Clues, 5  Drip, 6  Inferno, 7  Sullen, 8  Lion, 9  Teenager, 10  Joyful, 
11  Rebellious, 13  Nucleus, 14  Old, 18  Moved, 19  Referendum, 23  Stork, 24  Demolish, 
26  Belgium, 27  Begonia, 29  Banish, 30  Singes, 31  Picnic, 34  Balsa, 36  Spear, 37  Nero, 38  Aria, 
43  Sonic, 44  Advanced, 45  Oddity, 46  Fellowship, 47  Lads, 48  Excerpt, 49  Legato, 50  Roast, 
52  Also, 53  Plateau, 54  Opened, 59  How do you do, 60  Knock, 64  Sidestep, 65  Blast, 66  Tablets, 
69  Festoon, 70  Gained, 71  Sorbet, 72  Stormy, 76  Local, 77  Aft, 78  Echo, 79  Beat.

58

ACROSS
1  Speak carefully after 
due thought (4,4,5)
8  Spoiled (6)
14  Reflection (5)
15  Deliberately sunk (8) 
16  Big cat (7)
17  Traverse (5)
18  Day before (3)
19  Narrow connecting 
land (7)
21  Single (9)
22  Throat (6)
25  Information to 
mislead or persuade (10)
27  Boxing (8)
28  Laundry stiffener (6)
31  Yacht harbour (6)
33  Flier (7)
34  Worldwide (6)
35  Bird scared to the
ancient Egyptians (4)
37  Every one of (3)
39  Revered mentor (4)
40  Take into account (7)
41  Stone fruit (9)
42  Feared (7)
43  Gardened (anag)(8)
48  Drew back, as with 
fear or pain (8)
52  Not going (7)
56  Sentimental 
remembering of things 
past (9) 
57  Do like (7)
58  Maximum (4)
59  Tree (3)
60  Mix with spoon (4)
61  Showing favouritism 
(6)

62  Give the right to (7)
63  Assassin (6)
65  Lump of gold (6)
66  Sick headache (8)
68  I notice art (anag)
(10)
71  Beaded counting 
frame (6)
72  Chicken-
heartedness (9)
74  Declares positively 
(7)
76  Hair-setting cream (3)
79  Fence steps (5)
80  Bicycle user (7)
81  Nabbed (8)
83  Wound up (5)
84  Grey tin alloy (6)
85  Scarce (2,5,6)

DOWN
2  Cutting tooth (7)
3  Sailing vessel (5)
4  Zero (3)
5  Lather (4)
6  Vulgarly showy (12)
7  Unquestioned belief 
(5)
8  Boy’s name (7)
9  Hankering (4)
10  Mass departure (6)
11  Trainee (5)
12  Under (7)
13  Chill (11)
14  Set apart (7)
20  Raising to a higher 
standard or rank (9)
23  Heightened (8)
24  Amaze (7)
26  Flower (7)

27  Pock-marked (6)
29  Litter (7)
30  Call off (6)
32  Deep sky-blue (5)
34  Forest clearing (5)
36  Tempo (5)
38  Clipped grass area 
(4)
43  Sandhills (5)
44  Taking a break (7)
45  Handy (4) 
46  Motor (6)
47  Navigation aid (5)
48  Spanish dance (8)
49  Boots with blades 
(3,6)
50  King Arthur’s town (7)
51  Come after (5)
52  Of the Devil (7)
53  Legacy (11)
54  Mild (6)
55  Hard brittle sweet 
(12)
64  Recovery setback (7)
65  Badly behaved (7)
67  Happen again or 
repeatedly (7)
69  Porridge ingredient 
(7)
70  Light volcanic rock 
(6)
71  Solo (5)
73  Condescend (5)
75  Kit out (5)
77  Departed (4)
78  Skin mark (4)
82  Liquid from infection 
(3)
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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 JUMBO CROSSWORD                 58

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1 2

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

3

New Moon

4

Non planting
Day

5

Non planting
Day

6

Non planting
Day

7

Plant above 
ground crops

8

Plant above 
ground crops

9

Non planting
Day

10

Non planting
Day

11

Non planting
Day

12

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

13

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

14

Non planting
Day

15

Non planting
Day

16

Non planting
Day

17

Non planting
Day

18

Full Moon

19

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

20

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

21

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

22

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

23

Non planting
Day

24

Non planting
Day

25

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

26

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

27

Non planting
Day

28

Non planting
Day

29

Non planting
Day

30

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

31

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

11111111111111111

March 2022 Moon March 2022 Moon 
Planting CalendarPlanting Calendar

Gilmer Farms
Autumn is here, 

time to plant your 

winter crops.

Phone 029 870 4433 
Email: gilmerfarms1nz@outlook.com 

MARCH GARDENING AT

������� 
����� �� 
�������� 

��������� ���
G���� C������

382 Ngati Maru Highway 

Totara, Thames   

OPEN 7 DAYS 
8.30am to 5pm 

 Ph  868 7960   

GREEN 
MANURE 
CROPS

PLANT NOW

* L�����
* M������

* M���� 
G���� 

M�����

S���� P������� Y��� 
W����� G����� NOW

Broccoli, Cabbage, 
Brussel Sprouts, 

Caulifl ower 
can all go in now.

Why not try a late crop of 
beans, dwarf & climbing, 

carrots, parsnips 
& beetroot

We have a full range of 
seeds, fertilizers, soil 
conditioners to help 

you get started

PEA PEA 
STRAWSTRAW

N�� N�� 
S����� S����� 
B����B����

A����� A����� 
E���
 E���
 
M����M����

In my shop I find a lot of people are 
terrified their newly purchased 

indoor plants will be dead within a 
week! I certainly don’t want that to 
happen, so I have my top five “easy 
peasy” plants for a beginner. Be care-
ful though - five plants leads to ten, 
and before long you will be collecting 
rare plants! 

Zamioculcas - a wonderful air pu-
rifying plant (I hasten to add so are 
most plants). This beautiful thing is 
very architectural and makes a great 
statement in a lovely pot where 
maybe you only want oneplant – 
kitchen bench – bathroom. Great in a 
bright or shady spot and, wait for it, 
water once amonth. Let plant dry out 
before watering fully.

Peperomia Tricolour – those who 
know me will know how much I 
value the Peperomia range of plants. 
The tricolour with the lovely hints of 
cream and pink is a great hardy little 
plant for a shelf. Prune lightly to keep 
bushy – water once a week or when 

the top dries a little. 
Philodendron Brazil – this beauti-

ful tropical plant with lime and green 
leaves is great hanging or on a shelf. 
East to grow, keep soil moist in sum-
mer and slightly drier in winter. Feed 
spring and summer.

Ficus – Black Knight – A striking 
plant which will grow into a small 
shrub/tree. Likes a bright filtered 
light spot. Keep soil just moist and 
water weekly in summer and less in 
winter.

Sansevieria (Mother in Law’s 
tongue) - great for providing a differ-
ent texture among your plants or put 
on a patio in part shade area. Great 
hardy plant, dry out between water-
ing. Hint: wipe your leaves and keep 
them clean, this helps stop bugs and 
diseases. Enjoy your plants!

- Morag Standbrook, The Plantery

Top five plants for beginners
After an incredibly hot dry 

summer we will start to 
experience cooler nights and 
overnight dew during March, 
signalling the time to prepare 
the garden for the next season’s 
planting. If it’s still dry, keep 
watering to make the most of 
the late summer crops. The wel-
come rain we got early February 
created a very welcome exten-
sion to the growing season.
VEGETABLES
Once crops have finished pro-
ducing, it’s time to remove 
spent plants and replenish the 
soil with a mixture of blood and 
bone, sheep pellets and a good 
general garden fertiliser. Dig 
well into the soil and water in 
then you are ready to start plant-
ing out your new seedlings. Just 
a note: If you collect your own 
seeds for later propagation, now 
is the time to do this before com-
posting. Any old plants pulled 
out can be cut up and added to 
the compost bin. While any gar-
den areas are empty take time 
to top up garden beds, replenish 
the soil with a new layer of com-
post, blood and bone and sheep 
pellets. 
Plant Now: Leafy greens: leeks, 
carrots, silver beet, spinach, cel-
ery, winter lettuce. Salad crops: 
lettuce, rocket, mesclun blends.  
Brassicas: broccoli, cauliflow-
er, kale (cavalo nero and curly 
kale). Herbs: mizuna, parsley, 
coriander, chives and chervil. 
Protect all new seedlings from 
snail and slugs with a slug bait. 
If possible, cover your brassicas 
with mesh to protect from the 

Prepare for next season’s planting

Start to plant your favourite winter flowering seedlings, such as snapdragon.
      Photo: M NIMBS/PIXABAY
white butterfly.
FLOWERS
It is also time to replenish the 
soil in your flower gardens with 
compost, blood and bone and 
sheep pellets. Top up the mulch 
too, great for not only keeping 
weeds at bay but also to help 
plants with warmth over the 
cooler months. Start to plant 
your favourite winter flowering 
seedlings, pansy, viola, primula, 
polyanthus, calendula, cineraria, 
lobelia, poppies, alyssum, stock 
and snapdragon. It is also time 
to plant spring flowering bulbs. 
Daffodils can be planted out 
from late February to the end of 
May. Early planting gets them 
off to a good start for better root 
development. Plant in full sun 
and well-drained soil. Anemones 
and ranunculus are easy to grow, 
stagger planting for extended 
flowering season. Hyacinths are 
a beautiful addition to any gar-
den. They are best planted out 

March-April in a cool spot. Pro-
tect all new plantings with slug 
and snail bait.
FRUIT
Citrus trees are heavy feeders 
so feed with a specific citrus 
feed. This ensures healthy green 
leaves and better growth, flow-
ers and fruits. Mulch around the 
roots to conserve moisture. Con-
tinue to harvest apples, pears, 
grapes, peaches and plums if you 
managed to get enough water 
on to the trees. Once stone fruit 
have finished, prune to shape 
and remove dead or diseased 
branches. 
LAWNS
Autumn is the ideal time to sow 
or repair your lawn. Now is a 
good time to fertilise your lawn 
to promote nice healthy growth.
COMPOST HEAP
The compost will benefit from all 
the addition of the trimming and 
pruning of spent crops.

- Ngatea Garden Circle

GARDENING
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm

Pollen St, Grahamstown

Locally made and produced goods

021 0266 7161

MARKET

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES

Driving Lessons        Elderly Assessments
Defensive Driving Courses

Gail Mikkelsen
The only female driving instructor in the Valley

Phone: 027 504 7161
Email: gmikkelsen77@yahoo.com

        Time 2 Drive

DRIVER EDUCATION

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

 CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

SIGNS

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Thames Resene Colourshop offers 
painting, accessories, wallpaper, col-

our and professional decorating advice 
for architects, specifi ers, contractors and 
homeowners.

Shane Mudford has owned the store 
on the corner of Queen and Pahau St, 
Thames, since 2010 after a one-year 
management stint, and said the key to 
their success was local staff and being 
locally owned and operated.

“It’s myself, my niece and my neigh-
bour and we all live within 1km of each 

other and we’re all born and bred,” he 
said. 

“Our main focus is survival. There’s a 
lot of companies going under in this area,  
but at the moment we’re very busy which 
is good.”

Shane said all of Resene’s paint is New 
Zealand made and it was of very good 
quality.

Come in and see the friendly team: 
opening hours: Monday to Friday: 8am-
5pm; Saturday: 9am-12pm; Sunday: 
Closed. Ph: 07 868 6644.

Everything you need at Resene
Shane Mudford, of Thames Resene Colourshop. 



Kia Ora, I’m a young 
professional looking 

for a flat in Paeroa with 
young and 

social people.
I currently live in 

Thames and work in 
Paeroa Monday to 

Friday. 
I enjoy sports, 

the great outdoors and 
travel and have always 

been a tidy 
non-smoking flatmate 
who pays rent on time.
Maximum rent I’d be 

willing to pay would be 
$200 a week including 

additional costs. 
Contact me on 
021 186 0656 

if you have 
any information.
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CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale

Public Notice

Accomodation
Wanted

Situations Vacant Funeral 
Service

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Firewood, Pine, $100 
per cube. Ph Steph 027 
385 2806 or Mark 027 
655 8661

JONES, Kenneth 
Francis (Ken)
A farewell service for 
the late Ken Jones of 
Ngatea will take place 
at 431 Pipiroa Road, 
Ngatea at 11am Satur-
day March 5th.
The service will be 
outdoors in the garden 
and will be followed by 
a lunch.
Covid number restric-
tions will apply so please 
register your attendance 
at kaypeejones@xtra.
co.nz or phone 021 891 
669.

Caregiver for sleepover position and cook/cleaner 
for 3 hours per week minimum, includes personal 
care. Ph 027 237 4413

Place your classifieds
Contact Nikki

022 130 3885 or
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Paeroa Farm Services is the local dealer, 
supplier, and service agent for Davey, 
Grundfos, Karcher and Waikato Milking 
systems among other well-known branded 
products. We pride ourselves on our great 
culture, continuing growth and offer plenty of 
opportunity for the right individual.

Due to our increased workload and career 
development of a current staff member, a 
position is available for a part time Retail 
Assistant. 

This position would be primarily customer 
facing assisting with in-store and phone sales 
and queries.  There would also be ordering 
and processing of inwards goods and assisting 
with restocking and potential for growth and 
development for the right, proactive person. 

Working with water pumps, filtration systems, 
milking machines, irrigation, and wastewater 
systems, full training will be provided, but 
knowledge of dairy or water industries would 
be advantageous.

Key skills required for the role:
• Friendly and personable 
• Audible and clear communicator
• Organised and process minded
• Willing to learn
• Strong problem solver
• Capability to work well in a team  
 environment
• NZ Residency or valid 
 NZ Work Visa

Hours are ideally 8am – 2pm, four days a 
week but may be negotiable.

RETAIL SALES  ASSISTANT

Please send cover letter and CV to 
ashleigh@paeroafs.co.nz

Applications close Friday 25th 2022

The Waikato/Bay of Plenty 
Cancer Society has 

announced an alternative to 
their iconic Relay For Life event 
now the fundraiser, which was to 
take place at Claudelands Events 
Centre in March, can no longer go 
ahead.

Fundraising events co-
ordinator Shay Rout said the 
charity needed its supporters to 
stay the course and get behind 
Relay Your Way.

“While it is really disappointing 
that Covid has affected our plans 
once again, we have quickly 
adapted and are making the most 
of it. This year we will walk apart, 
but not alone.”

The Cancer Society will launch 
an easy-to-follow video that will 
guide supporters through the 
parts of Relay For Life everyone 
loves the most, as they Relay 
when and where they like.

Lena Couchman is a regular 
participant at Relay For Life and 
is excited for the options the 
new format brings for her team, 
Mumma Couchman’s Kids.

“We are looking at a few venue 
options, like the Karangahake 
Gorge, where we’ll set up a gazebo 

and chairs, bring food and repeat 
the tunnel loop walk from the 
main carpark near the waterfall. 
And we will still be dressing up as 
normal,” she said.

The event is personal to Lena 
as her mum, Karen Couchman, 
passed away in February, 2021, 
six years after she was diagnosed 
with cancer.

“My mum always taught me 
that just because something gets 
in your way, that doesn’t mean 
you give up.

“I want to show my support 
to other families that are on this 
cancer journey to stay positive 
and fight. And that’s what this 
walk is for me. Walking for a few 
hours is nothing compared to 
what you actually go through,” 
she said.

As a community-funded charity, 
the Cancer Society depends on 
annual events like Relay For 
Life. The funds raised help local 
cancer patients and their whānau 
get the care and practical support 
they need: from safe transport to 
treatment, through to supportive 
care nurses, and accommodation 
for those travelling for treatment.

Supporters also help fund 

ground-breaking cancer research 
and vital prevention programmes.

“Our events keep getting 
knocked down while need for 
our services go up, so New 
Zealanders’ efforts to raise funds 
for our work are more vital than 
ever,” Shay Rout said.

The concept of Relay For Life 
began in 1985, when Dr Gordon 
Klatt, a surgeon and American 
Cancer Society volunteer, spent a 
gruelling 24 hours circling a local 
sports track. Friends, family, and 
patients watched and supported 
him as he walked and ran more 
than 133km and raised $27,000 
through pledges to help save lives 
from cancer.

Since then, Relay For Life has 
taken place every year and is 
now the world’s largest cancer 
fundraising event, with 29 
countries taking part. 

The inaugural New Zealand 
event was held in 2001. In 2021, 
more than 800 participants took 
to the Relay For Life track in 
Hamilton and raised more than 
$150,000. 
DETAILS: Sign up and make a 
difference for those affected by 
cancer: www.relayforlife.org.nz.

New way to relay for cancer event
Lena Couchman, second from right, with her mum, Karen, and her team at Relay For Life 2020.  Photo: SUPPLIED

Casual Store Person wanted
We have an opportunity for a casual Store Person to join the team at our Ravensdown Kerepehi Store. This role would ideally suit someone with flexibility who is looking for part 
time hours, but has the ability to work full time during our peak seasons (Spring and Autumn).

The role involves customer service (in person and over the telephone); processing and loading orders; fertiliser mixes; and forklift and front-end loader operation.

To be successful in this role you will be physically fit, with great communication skills and a positive attitude. You will also be reasonably comfortable with computers and have a full 
New Zealand Driver’s Licence (experience with mobile plant equipment preferred but the right person will be trained up!).

Go to our careers.ravensdown.co.nz website to apply. 

Ravensdown is committed to a drug and alcohol free workplace. The successful applicant will be required to undergo a pre-employment drug test.

Covid-19 Policy: Ravensdown requires candidates to provide evidence of their ‘my vaccine pass’ as part of the recruitment process prior to commencing employment. The successful 
candidate will be required to continue to maintain their vaccination status in accordance with NZ government advice.
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

SPORTS
THS swimming supremo smashes records
A Thames High School year 

13 student has come from 
a broken foot to breaking three 
school swimming records.

Sienna Hall told The Profile 
breaking three of the school’s 
senior girls swimming records, 
which had been held for more 
than 14 years, was “just insane” 
after breaking her foot during 
the school’s athletics day in 
February last year.

“I was off for so long and have 
only started swimming again 
in the last couple of months so 
it was quite a shock to get them 
[the records],” she said.

“I have my name on seven of 
the school’s swimming records 
through my whole time of high 
school, so that’s pretty cool.”

Sienna broke the records on 
February 10 at Thames Cen-
tennial Pool for the senior girls 
25m butterfly in 15.57 seconds, 
the senior girls 25m freestyle 
in 13.13 seconds and the senior 
girls 100m freestyle in 1.07.06.

The records were previously 
held by Jackie Goudie in 2002 
for the senior girls 25m but-
terfly, Georgia McCormack 
in  2008 for senior girls 25m 
freestyle and Nicola Goudie 
in 2003 for senior girls 100m 
freestyle. 

Sienna, who also competes 
in netball, running and ten-

nis, said she’d been swimming 
since she was born.

“My mum was really keen to 
get me swimming because she’d 
never learnt so it was more of a 
safety thing but then I just con-
tinued, found a love for it and 
just kept training and got into 
racing,” she said. 

“Don’t push too hard to the 

point you don’t enjoy it, work 
hard, go to trainings but make 
sure it’s still fun.”

Sienna, who plans to attend 
Waikato University next year, 
planned to attend swimming 
competitions over the coming 
weeks to get qualifying times 
for the New Zealand Division II 
Swimming Championships in 

Dunedin in May. 
“In 2018 I got three qualify-

ing times and went down and 
ended up making the finals 
for two races and came eighth 
overall in the 50m and 100m 
freestyle,” she said.

Sienna last competed in the 
championships in 2019 due to 
2020’s event not staying afloat 

due to Covid-19 and her broken 
foot in 2021.

She also holds Thames High 
School records for Junior Girls 
25m Butterfly, 15.96 in 2019; 
Junior Girls 25m Freestyle, 
14.11 in 2019; Junior Girls 
100m Freestyle, 1.06.04 in 
2019; and Intermediate Girls 
25m Backstroke: 17.60 in 2020.

THS year 13 student Sienna Hall, pictured here at the school’s swimming carnival, now holds seven of the school’s swimming records.                       Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE
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