Covid-19 cases soar in Ngatea, Paeroa and Thames communities, P6
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By TERESA RAMSEY and GORDON

PREECE
A charity opportunity shop
wner in Paeroa’s main
street is determined to “rise from
the ashes” after losing everything
in a “devastating” fire last week.
Forget Me Not op shop owner
Susan Turner said although the
shop was gutted and she didn’t
have contents insurance, her
team was determined to con-
tinue helping the community
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and planned to reopen within a
month

“We will stay positive and we
rise out of the ashes and keep
moving forward, we will not give
up and we will be back in busi-
ness,” she said.

“[TIt’s] a big clean up but well
just keep pushing forward. One
door closes, many more open, as
long as everybody’s safe that’s all
that matters.”

Susan and her husband, Bear,
were standing out the front of the

shop on Wednesday afternoon
when they noticed smoke in the
rear of the shop.

“My husband saw white
smoke, and then so him and the
neighbour ran for the extinguish-
ers, but it had already taken hold
out the back.,” she said.

“They came back and said it’s
too much, it’s already lapping
out the kitchen door.

“So it was just get out and ring
the fire brigade,” she told The
Profile.

A firefighter prepares to douse the fierce flames at
thefront of several shops in Paeroa’s main street.

Within minutes, the fire spread
through the shop and broke
glass windows at the front be-
fore quickly spreading along the
street frontages of several neigh-
bouring shops and destroying an
ATM machine.

Fire crews arrived from
around the district, and firefight-
ers fought the blaze from the rear
then front of the shop.

The fire service is still inves-
tigating the cause of the fire,
however, Susan believed it was
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caused by an electrical fault in
the kitchen ceiling.

Susan said the op shop didn’t
sell donated electrical goods.

“I have electrical stuff in there
but... I stockpile it for somebody
else that takes it.”

There was a fire wall be-
tween the shops, she said,
however, neighbouring shop
owners were concerned about
damage to their premises.

The Mikkelsen Gallery, The

CONTINUED ON P2

Zero to Hero — Recycte, kecyc/e

/

’" Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash i
w directly into landfill ... that makes me see red!
Well, it’s a no brainer ... make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to
put things in their place.

HD AT
PLESTI: BALT

Get your clean green bin for your business foday.

P/zone o 0800 4 MY BIN (0s00 269 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

environmental




02 THE VALLEY PROFILE, March 02, 2022

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

CONTACT US

The Valley Profile is a community
newspaper that delivers 100%
local news in the Thames Valley
region. We deliver 12,600 copies
each Wednesday to every
letterbox, reaching approximately
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains,
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast
and surrounding rural areas,
plus bulk distribution around the
Coromandel Peninsula.
NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey
Ph 0204 0944 853
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889
kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece
Ph 022 174 3988
gordon@valleyprofile.co.nz
ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders
Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN
Ph 027 396 2459
Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

OFFICE: 2 QUEEN STREET, PAEROA
www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Hi, my name is
, Pete the Pukeko

and I'm here to

help you.
I Find me in one
™ of the display
advertisements in The Valley
Profile, then email admin@
valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/txt

027 396 2459 with your full
name and postal address,
and the business name and
page number of the ad by the
following Monday to go in
the draw to win a Lotto ticket.
Last week it was in the Tim
McWatters advert.

Op shop calls for donations after fire

CONTINUED FROM P1

Bakehouse Cafe and Midway
Burger Bar were closed, and Old
Mate’s Pizza and Paeroa News
Agents were also temporarily
affected by smoke-damage.

A Bakehouse Cafe worker,
who didn’t want to be named,
said she initially thought the fire
was in her cafe.

“We were all in the shop and
then I could smell something
burning,” she said.

“Then I went out the back to
get something and then all of a
sudden I saw smoke all up here
and then I thought the fire was
coming from our building.

“I came to the front and saw
Sue, she was outside and some-
one told me a fire started in For-
get Me Not store, and then we
evacuated people from our shop
and we exited the back door.

“So yeah, it’s shocking.”

Bystander Michelle Surgenor
said she thought the fire came
from Midway Burger Bar next
door to the op shop.

“We just saw this very black
smoke just pouring out and it
was getting bigger and bigger
but it was quite a while before
you saw any flames,” she said.

“But when the flames started,
it just took off.”

Paeroa Volunteer Fire Brigade
Deputy Chief Fire Officer Lind-
say Hill later told The Profile
there was no major damage to
the properties on each side of
Forget me Not.

“Luckily there were pretty
solid concrete walls between
them,” he said.

“The insurance guy’s windows

Fire crews from Paeroa, Puriri, Ngatea, Te Aroha, Waihi and Hamilton attended the scene.

are broken, there was no real
damage to the burger bar.”

A Fire and Emergency spokes-
person said the fire service re-
sponded to the commercial
property fire at 12:36pm and
crews from Paeroa, Puriri,
Ngatea, Te Aroha, Waihi and
Hamilton attended the scene.

The fire was extinguished two
hours later and two fire investi-
gators began a scene examina-
tion.

Susan took over the op shop
in 2020 from Marise Carey, who

established the shop, originally
called the Paeroa Promotions
Opportunity Shop, in Hugh-
henden St.

Marise earlier told The Profile
she opened the op shop to give
back to the community, with all
profits are donated to charity.

“We wanted to open another
op shop that was community-fo-
cused and affordable and in the
same token, put the money back
into Paeroa town and the local
Hauraki area,” she said.

The shop was later moved to
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its current premises on Belmont
Rd, and Susan said she had been
planning on expanding again
before the fire struck.

“It’s not the end, it’s not over,
we've already found a bigger
shop and we were getting ready
to move,” she said.

DETAILS: Forget Me Not op shop is
currently accepting donations of
hangers, clothes racks and shelv-
ing for its new shop, visit: face-
book.com/paeroaforgetmenot for
collection information.
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Rare white monarch hatches in Netherton

By GORDON PREECE

Netherton butterfly lover

“couldn’t believe it” when
she recently spotted a rare
white monarch butterfly chrys-
alis in her garden.

Megan Williams told The
Profile the chrysalis blew off
one of her trees during Cyclone
Dovi recently, so she brought it
inside and a white female but-
terfly hatched a week later.

“She was with another chrys-
alis which was orange, so it was
quite weird that the other one
was white,” she said.

“I thought maybe she was
sick but her wings were fine
and she could fly.

“My daughter Brea couldn’t
believe it as well, she’s quite
fascinated by it all.”

Two male white monarchs
also hatched and Megan kept
one and released the other one
to “have a free life.”

Megan fluttered to social me-
dia to post photos of her rare
discovery and said she received
many reactions.

“A lot of people have been
messaging me asking to share
the photo, people have been
talking to people in America
about it, people have been
wondering if anyone else is in-
terested in it,” she said.

“I've spoken to all the but-
terfly [Facebook] pages and
they’ve never seen one in New
Zealand, but one lady said she

Megan’s children Max and Brea with the male white monarch. RIGHT: The female white monarch was the first to hatch.

saw one in America.”

Megan said she’d been grow-
ing plants to attract butterflies
since she was a little kid with
her grandmother, and contin-
ues the hobby as it reminds her
of her.

“We get pollinators to try and
encourage all the butterflies

and bees,” she said.

“‘I'm making a swan plant
hedge at the moment to attract
as many butterflies as I can and
I'm planting more flowers as
well.”

Megan said she knew white
monarchs existed overseas but
were very unknown in New

Zealand. She suspects they may
have crossed the Pacific due to
New Zealand’s humid summer.

“Maybe that’s starting to
change their [the monarch’s]
genetics,” she said.

According to  Monarch
Watch’s website, white mon-
archs have also been spotted
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in Australia, Indonesia and the
United States mainland.

While they’re extremely rare
with only a few reported year-
ly, O‘ahu, Hawalii, is the most
common place to spot them,
where it’s believed up to 10 per
cent of the monarch population
are white.
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Local artist wins national mural competiton

By GORDON PREECE

Waeranga artist said she

was “shocked” but “ex-
cited” when she won first for
one of her murals in a national
competition.

Claire DuBosky’s mural at
Paeroa Central School won first
place in the 2021 Resene Mural
Masterpieces competition, an-
nounced in December.

Claire said she’d hoped to
win first place after getting two
third equal prizes and a highly
commended prize in previous
years.

“I didn’t really think I was go-
ing to get it but could only hope
and it came true so I was very
thrilled,” she said.

Claire said the inspiration for
her winning mural, which is
divided into four boards, came
from Paeroa Central School
principal Mona Hingston’s
ambitious plan to revamp
the school with more Maori
themes.

“A lot of the names had
Pakeha and gold mining
themes and they wanted to get
away from that and rebrand
their school,” she said.

“The mural’s very personal to
Paeroa, it involves their local
history, their four rivers, the
Maori way of life before coloni-
sation, and the life of the rivers
from the flora and fauna to the
people who lived by the river
and how they used it.

Artist Claire DuBosky, inset, said the winning Paeroa Central School mural depicted Paeroa’s local Maori history.

“It was a good theme and I
tried to make each board dis-
tinct from the other, and each
board had the colours of each
house reflected in the lettering.”

The school’s four houses were
Tarariki, Waihou, Ohinemuri
and Piako.

One of the school’s oldest
buildings was used as Claire’s
studio and many year 4 and 6

students helped her paint the
mural. Claire said she and her
husband Alan Bennett, who
varnished the mural, unveiled it
in July, 2021.

“The whole school attended
the ceremony. Matua Larn
Wilkinson did the blessing, I
then talked about the starting
point for each board and how
the images evolved, the use of

colour, pattern and composi-
tion,” she said.

“Then Whaea Chrissy Te Teira
furnished the narrative with the
Maori and Pakeha perspective
and relevance to the land and
waterways.”

Claire also recently com-
pleted a 10m high mural for Te
Kauwhata Community House, a
mural for Waerenga School and

Photo: GORDON PREECE

plans to create a mural at Hi-
kutaia School.

“They’ve got to just go back to
the drawing board and brain-
storm what’s included for each
board, so once I get feedback
from [Hikutaia School] I can
initiate each board,” she said.

Waerenga School also en-
tered the competition with one
of Claire’s murals.
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Covid-19 quickly
spreads in region

By TERESA RAMSEY

Wthin less than a week, Cov-
id-19 cases in the region
went from zero to quickly mul-
tiplying throughout the region,
with positive cases announced in
the community and many of the
district’s schools.

Cases are now in the commu-
nity in most towns, including 65
in Paeroa, 33 in Thames, 12 in
Ngatea and many more in sur-
rounding areas as of Sunday.

The Waikato District Health
Board held a Covid-19 pop-up
testing clinic at the former Paeroa
Racecourse over the weekend as
case numbers in the town soared.

Paeroa College announced its
first positive Covid-19 case in the
school community last week. In a
letter to parents, principal Amy
Hacker said a year 11 student who
later tested positive for Covid-19
was at the school and infectious
on February 21.

“As we are all aware, Covid-19
has been getting closer to home
and is not surprising that we
would see it here at the college,”
she said in a letter to parents.

“We understand this may be
quite an anxious time for you
all,” she said. “Please know that
we are here to support you in any
way we can.”

Goldfields School in Paeroa
also announced a confirmed pos-
itive Covid-19 case in its commu-
nity. Principal Cameron McKen-
zie said the staff member was at

the school on February 21-22.

Students not identified as a
close contact could still come
to school, but he understood if
ﬁarents and caregivers wished to

eep them at home.

A further two positive cases
were reported at Goldfields’ Te
Aroha satellite classroom, which
was closed until at least March 1.

Two teachers at Hikutaia
School tested positive this week,
and Hauraki Plains College an-
nounced a RAT-positive Covid-19
case within its school community.

“We have identified close con-
tacts of the confirmed case and
any casual contacts, and those
students and parents have been
notified,” principal Ngaire Harris
said in an HPC e-Bulletin.

“This reinforces the need for
everyone to remain vigilant and
stay home if unwell.”

Two separate cases were also
reported at Thames High School.
The students were at school last
Tuesday but were not symp-
tomatic. “Because of the pre-
cautions we take at school, the
chances of transmission at school
are lower than in other settings,”
principal Michael Hart said.

Thames Valley Rugby Union
closed its office and staft worked
from home last week due to a
close contact with a Covid-19 pos-
itive test at its World Rugby De-
veloping Rugby Coaches Course
held in Waihi on February 19-20.

For updates and information
visit: www.waikatodhb.health.nz.

Harsh condltlons prove too much

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

harles Pell was found lying

on the floor of his tent on a
Friday morning in December
1911. Unable to revive him, his
work mates phoned the Thames
police. Charles, 42, who usually
lived in Thames with his wife
and family, had been working
on a drainage contract at Duck
Creek, Turua and it was there
that Sergeant Crean despatched
Dr Lapraik and Constable Neal.

Charles had attempted to
poison himself by taking a dose
of Lysol, an antiseptic disinfect-
ant. Dr Lapraik phoned Thames
hospital with the message that
the case was a most critical
one and that there were grave
doubts that the man would re-
cover. Charles was brought to
the hospital unconscious but
then began to rally. The next he
deteriorated, dying at 10.15 that
night.

It had been observed by his
workmates that Charles worried
a good deal and had been some-
what down but his wife, Lucy,
had no idea why he would take
his life. Sergeant Crean though

Hauraki Plains drainage in 1910.

had taken a statement from him
at the hospital in which Charles
said he was tired of living under
his present conditions.

Charles was part of the la-
bour force working on the mas-
sive drainage operations on
the Hauraki Plains. By 1911 the
land drained amounted to 6800
acres. The works completed in-
clude 27 miles of stop banks, 35
flood gates, 19 miles of cart roads,
seven wharves, 30 small bridges,
14 miles of private telephone
line, and nine artesian bores. An
average of nearly 300 men was
employed and there were 187
separate contracts in progress.

Working conditions for these
men were wretched. Tents were
frequently flooded out and de-
spite manuka wind breaks they
shook alarmingly in the wind.
Drain diggers had to work in wa-
ter, while the surveyors splashed
around bare-legged in the
marshy ground. Men stood up to
their knees in cold swamp water,
throwing out the sodden squares
of peat or clay. They are wet all
the time. They couldn’t dry any-
thing and each morning pulled
on soaked and muddy pants and

Photo: SUPPLIED
boots. Communication between
the outside world and the work-
men’s camps was unreliable. The
only connection with the nearest
town was by launch to Thames.
Life was harsh for this great
body of physical workers and
for Charles Pell it became all too
much.

At the inquest it was found
that Charles had a horse with a
bad shoulder which he treated
with Lysol. Dr Walsh said that
Charles had died from shock
from enteritis, due to taking a
dose of Lysol. Both he and Dr
Lapriak deplored the indiscrimi-
nate and unrestricted sale of
such a deadly poison. A verdict
of suicide from Lysol poisoning
was returned, with a recom-
mendation that it should be sold
with legal restrictions. Lysol was
stocked by grocers and others as
a general disinfectant.

It had originally been intro-
duced to help end a chorea epi-
demic in Germany, but instead
of saving lives the misuse of this
irritant poison caused many ex-
cruciating deaths.

Charles Pell is buried at Short-
land cemetery, Thames.
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Donation warmly welcomed by Paeroa Fire

By GORDON PREECE

aeroa Volunteer Fire Sta-

tion’s been ignited with a
$1000 donation from Nether-
ton’s Ballance Agri-Nutrients.

Paeroa District Chief Fire Of-
ficer Bill Rackham, who’s been
involved with the fire service
for nearly 55 years, told The
Profile he was “well and truly”
appreciative of the generous
donation.

“We haven’t had a donation
of that amount of money for a
number of years, and they’re
really hard to come by these
days so it’s really good,” he
said.

Ballance Netherton service
centre manager Mike O’Brien
said they were pleased to give
Paeroa Volunteer Fire Brigade
the donation.

“Our area’s broken up into 11
Balance stores and each month
if we pass our KPIs [key perfor-
mance indicators] and have no
injuries on site, a business is
nominated to give a charity in
their area $1000,” he said.

“I've always had a soft heart
for the fire brigade because I
was in the fire brigade many
years ago.

“They do a very good job...
when people are asleep they're
the ones fighting fires and tak-
ing people out of cars, it’s a very
good organisation to belong to
if you want to volunteer.”

Mr Rackham said the bri-

Paeroa volunteer fire station received a $1000 donation from Ballance Agri-Nutrients on February 18.

gade needed to decide what the
donation would go towards as it
came “out of the blue” but was
considering new uniforms and
equipment.

“They [Fire and Emergen-
cy New Zealand] provide fire
fighting equipment and cloth-
ing but there are some items of
clothing they don’t provide vol-
unteers,” he said.
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FIRE  ThRIGDE

“Tracoitomedls

“We were talking about pos-
sibly updating our wildfire
jackets.

“It’s about maintaining the
quality of our gear, obviously
efficiency and health and safety
comes into it as well.”

Deputy Chief Lindsay Hill
said the donation could also go
towards fanning the flames of
the fire brigade’s van mainte-

Dbl i meh,

nance costs.

“Our van’s for the guys to go
away on training courses and
to carry additional people and
equipment,” he said.

“It also isn’t provided by the
fire service, so it has to be cov-
ered by our own resources.”

The station has responded to
23 call outs so far this year and
last year responded to 186, a re-

Photo: GORDON PREECE

duction from more than 200 in
2020.

It currently has 18 to 19 staff
but hope to spark up more
numbers because they used to
have 24.

“During the day a lot of us
may be out of town so we’re
looking at increasing num-
bers of volunteers who're more
available in town,” Mr Hill said.

MODELS FOR SALE

Quality Diecast
Models Rare &
Vintage Toys

-

1/18 Holden EH Panel Van
“Arnotts Buscuits” $299.50

Open Monday - Friday
9.00am - 4.00pm
Open Saturday 9.00am - 2.00pm
Closed Sundays & Public

Holidays

Over 3,500 items in
store & online!!

57 Orongo Road
RD 4 Thames 3574
Ph: (07) 867 5340
email:info@modelbarn.co.nz
www.modelbarn.co.nz

L Nick Hoogeveen
& Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

-

“" “focused on profit and wealth development

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

2nd hand
scooters

Walkers

& other
selected

items
THAMES VALLEY

TANGATA ORA TRUST

The People’s Wellbeing Trust

STOCKTAKE SALE

HUGE Reductions

ON NOW

p

o TIrTRYYYYY Y

""?l"mﬂ'l'ﬂ“ﬂ

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) « Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027

383 1117 - E: tvtot2017@gmail.com

Opening Hours: Mon-Thurs 10-3 & Fri 10-1.30
After hours by arrangement
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Gr8 Job Hauraki hits employment target early

former part-time cook who

realised being in the kitchen
wasn’t his future is one of 50
people now in full time employ-
ment thanks to help from Gr8
Job Hauraki.

The employment hub set out
to get 50 locals employed by
June, 2022, as part of their con-
tract with Mayors Taskforce For
Jobs through the Ministry of So-
cial Development, but reached
their target four months early.

Steven Dee, who’s originally
from Waihi, is one year into his
marine technician apprentice-
ship at Paeroa Marine & Cycle
Centre. He applied after seeing
Gr8 Job Hauraki’s ad for the po-
sition on Facebook.

“I just thought their help was a
really cool idea, they’re really or-
ganised - | didn’t even know this
place (Paeroa Marine and Cycle
Centre) existed until | started
talking with Gr8 Job Hauraki.
Within a week they had lined up
an interview for me,” he said.

Paeroa Marine & Cycle Cen-
tre owner Gary Johansen, who'’s
been with the centre for 42
years, said Gr8 Job Hauraki’'s
employment initiative was
“absolutely brilliant” and he
“couldn’t fault it”.

“I'd been talking to my son,
Sam, for about six months be-
cause I'm getting to the stage
where | want to start slowly
retiring and my son’s going to
slowly take over the workshop.
| told him he’d need another ap-

prentice. | got talking to Positive
Paeroa about it and they... teed
it all up.

“Julie from Gr8 Job Hauraki
came and saw me and | ex-
plained what | wanted. We got
down to two applications and
made the final decision from
there.”

And Steven couldn’t be hap-
pier they chose him.

“There’s a lot to learn and
I’'m busy all day which is great,
especially in such a friendly en-
vironment. | thoroughly recom-
mend Gr8 Job Hauraki,” he said.

Mayor Toby Adams said he
was absolutely wrapped results
like Steven’s helped Gr8 Job
Hauraki smash their target of
getting 50 people employed be-
fore June, but they’re not stop-
ping there.

“There’s still four months to
go to place as many people as
we can The jobs are there so
check out what’s available on
our website - hauraki-dc.govt.
nz/business-hauraki/gr8-job-
hauraki.

“We've worked with some
great employers like Gary and
it's been awesome that they've
offered some real opportunities.
There’s been a lot of entry level
jobs for young local people so
there are true partnerships de-
veloping in terms of finding your
fit locally,” added Julie.

While employment is the ul-
timate outcome, Gr8 Job Hau-
raki also gets people ready for

Gary Johansen, right, says he’s very happy with new apprentice Steven Dee.

employment whether that be
upskilling, help with CV’s or pro-
gression with drivers licences.
The Mayors Taskforce for Jobs
funding also includes support
for employers.

“For instance, funding can be
used for tools for a young ap-
prentice or if an employer wants
to take on someone but isn’t
quite sure if they can make it
full time, we can offer a wage
subsidy to make it happen,”
Julie said.

Helping Julie to smash the tar-
get of 50 locals in employment
is Siobahn Soole, who has taken
the lead on social media and en-
gaging with youth.

“Meeting school leavers or
young people like Steve who
want to stay in the area - and
giving them the opportunity to
do that, is so satisfying,” she
said. “It's an opportunity | would
have loved when | was growing
up here.”

The Mayors Taskforce For Jobs

|IlI \
|1
\

\t\@
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(MTFJ ) is a nationwide network
of New Zealand’s Mayors, work-
ing together towards the vision
of all young people under 25 be-
ing engaged in appropriate edu-
cation, training, work or other
positive activity in their commu-
nities.

Find out more: mayorstask-
forceforjobs.co.nz. Gr8 Job
Hauraki-find your fit. Karawhiua
Hauraki. Kei a koe te tikanga is
Hauraki District Council’s local
brand for the MTFJ programme.

Explore new job frontiers

with Gr8 Job Hauraki and watch your opportunities take off!

i —

HAURAKI

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Gr8 Job Hauraki is helping those
currently not in employment or

in part-time employment

We can help with

e interview tips

Hauraki

creating or updating your CV

progressing your car licence

introducing you to local employers

work tools and training opportunities

Employers looking for crew?

We've got a galaxy of support to help you
attract and keep first time job seekers too.

Call us now!

Julie Stephenson

P 021 536 715

Siobahn Soole
P 021 223 4827

Visit us at

30 Belmont Road

Paeroa

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/business-

hauraki/gr8-job-hauraki/
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Collaboration k for new koi tol trial

A multi-agency partnership will
see new methods and research
approaches trialled for the con-
trol of the pest fish koi carp.

Koi are an introduced noxious
pest fish species which breed
prolifically and are found in
lakes rivers and streams across
the Waikato, including Hauraki.

Koi churn up sediment, im-
pacting water quality, consume
native aquatic plant species, and
compete with other indigenous
fish for food.

The new project, focused on
several lakes which are part of
the wider Waikato River system,
sees the Department of Conser-

vation (DOC) partner with Te
Riu o0 Waikato, Waikato Region-
al Council (WRC) and Waikato
River Authority (WRA). WRA
has co-funded the $1,319,600
project through a $488,750
grant, with DOC, WRC and Te
Riu o Waikato also contribut-
ing financially and with in-kind
funding totalling $830,930 over
three years.

DOC freshwater biosecurity
co-ordinator Kerry Bodmin said
the four-year project will start
this summer, and go beyond the
existing work programmes DOC
and WRC have in place for koi
carp management.

Koi Carp is a pest fish found
throughout Waikato.

“Our goals for this project
include reducing the rate of
spread of koi by prioritizing the

File photo

installation of barriers, and sup-
porting two community-led koi
removal projects,” Kerry Bod-
min said.

“Partnering with mana when-
ua, through Te Riu o Waikato,
is vital to this project and we'll
be working with them on trial-
ling ways we can remove the koi
from the waterways using long
nets and disposing of the fish
carcasses.”

Koi will also be removed from
known spawning sites, and ac-
cess to those sites will be re-
stricted to hamper reproduction
of the fish. Another important
aspect of the project is biomass

counts — put simply, how the koi
population can be measured.

WRC councillor Stu Husband
said council worked collabora-
tively with DOC and other key
stakeholders to manage and
reduce the impact of pest fish
— including koi — in freshwater
systems at high-value biodiver-
sity sites in the region.

“We've contributed $250,000
for the 2022 financial year to ef-
forts to manage koi carp — an in-
vestment we’re proud to make.”

WRC also provides landown-
ers with advice and information
on the threats posed by freshwa-
ter pests.

MONRAD

Earthworks and Cartage

0800 MIONRAD

WWW.MONRADEARTHWORX.CO.NZ

WE JUST WANT A MECHANIC!

Any age considered

Cx

Apprenticeship possibilities

Ct

Qualified is a bonus

Cx

Working on a wide range of
ag machinery, tractors,
motorbikes, small engines.

House & Site Works * Farming & Rural Demolition
Retaining Walls & Drilling « Civil Earthworks * Landscaping
All Cartage Requirements

cars,

Apply with your CV to admin@hpmotors.co.nz

MOTORS LTD

HAURAKI PLAINS

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz
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NOW ONLINE FOR CLICK & COLLECT
OR NORTH ISLAND DELIVERY

a locally owned & operated bulk foods and household refill store
with a focus on sustainability and reducing unnecessary
packaging..

e

All your pantry essentials without the plastic
Cleaning products and personal washes for
re-fill

Sustainable personal hygiene options
Custom made gift boxes for all occasions
Now stocking frozen organic fruit & veges
& Premium NZ pet foods

S — T

Bring in your own containers to re-fill
or use our brown paper bags.
[EIF] @restorewholefoods

580 Pollen Street, Thames WWW.re-store.co.nz

Reflexology can improve:

e Poor circulation

¢ Broken sleeping
patterns

® Muscle tension

e Mental health issues
- stress & anxiety

¢ Headaches, migraines

¢ Sinuses

Gift Certificates Available

SHANNON SIDDINS
021 0818 6434

Reflexologist, DIP Reflexology, A & P Level 5

ﬁ @reflexologybyshannon fﬁJ #reflexologybyshannon
Cnr of Marshall & Hughenden Sts, PAEROA

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Based in the heart of Thames, Re-
store is a corner store with more.

With a focus on sustainability and re-
ducing unnecessary waste, Re-store of-
fers shoppers an extensive array of plas-
tic free products including pantry staples
(yes, brown sugar!), household and per-
sonal cleaning products and sustainable
goods.

Fresh sourdough bread from Volare is
now also available daily.

Approaching their third year in busi-
ness, owners Tash Donnelly and Vita
Dryden offer their customers a more per-
sonalised way to shop, and are keen to
make this way of shopping as accessible
to as many people as possible.

“We know a number of people are un-
derstandably reluctant to venture into
town in this current climate.

“So we have a number of options for
people to do their weekly shop, without
the hassle of navigating current restric-

il T P L)

Contactless shopping made

e

asy

With last year’'s lockdown pushing
them to complete their shop website,
Re-store’s online shopping platform has
been steadily increasing in usage with
people both locally, and nationally, look-
ing for more contactless ways to shop.

Their online shopping offers free click
and collect, or overnight courier delivery
with free shipping for larger orders na-
tionwide.

Alternatively, customers are also able
to drop their containers in at the shop
with a shopping list and return later to
pick them up filled and ready to go.

“We want to make shopping not only
sustainable for the environment, but for
our customers as well.

“Whether it is helping customers in
store, or doing their shopping for them
via the website, we are here to make it
as easy and stress-free as possible.”

Visit www.re-store.co.nz.

WALTER
Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring
Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames

www.walterandco.co.nz
Instagram@walter_andco

e PNArMacy @

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm
(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Ph 07 8685100 — Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street
Thames

HEALTH & WELLBEING

s

—

| T
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Book your advertisement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

BOOK YOUR
PLACE
TODAY!

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofile.co.nz
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School leaders respresent support motivate

As students settle into the new school year, The
Valley Profile asked our new secondary school
leaders their thoughts on the importance of school
leadership, what they hoped to achieve and which
New Zealand leaders inspired them.

HAURAKI PLAINS COLLEGE

Being named head girl was an
incredible privilege and my high
school dream. It made me feel
proud to have been given this
opportunity to be a leader at
Hauraki Plains College, and as a
leadership team, we endeavour to
make sure everyone has the abil-
ity to reach out for success in their
own areas. As a team, our goal is
to connect all students across the
school to come together as one,
making the school environment
a time of growth, fun, and an in-
spiring learning environment for
all students.

I think it is important to have
school leaders because it allows
the student voice to be more
clearly heard, pro-
viding a link be-
tween the student

¢¢Our goal is to connect

something we have aspired to
from a young age.

Now we are able to inspire
the younger students within our
school to strive to achieve their
goals. We are wanting to make the
transition from primary school
to high school a lot smoother for
students. In doing so, the year 9s
will feel more at ease, which in
turn will promote a healthier and
more positive learning environ-
ment throughout the school.

As leaders, we hope that by
helping our year 9s to transition
more easily our junior and senior
students will become more uni-
fied.

It’s important for students to
experience leadership opportu-
nities, to be able
to learn the art
of building rela-

body and the man- all students.. : making the tionships  within
agement team. school environment @ teams,  defining
It gives students time of growth, fun, and identities and
tasks

an influence over ., inspiring learning envi- achieving
ronment for all.”
- Brooke McTaggart nity to learn and

future ideas about
how the school can
be improved. As a

effectively. It pro-
vides an opportu-

team, it allows the
opportunity for us as students to
gain skills and experience which
will better equip us for the future
outside of school.
Personally, for me I don’t have
a specific leader who inspired me
but more or less when starting
Hauraki Plains College in Year
9, I really looked up to the head
students and knew I wanted to be
there one day. This inspired me
to work hard, and strive to reach
this goal. Deputy head boy Hunt-
er Crowe said John Key and Kane
Williamson were both names
which inspired him to reach his
goals. Both names are direct with
their views but also calm and
composed in personality.
- Brooke McTaggart
Hauraki Plains College head girl

THAMES HIGH SCHOOL
We feel very proud to be named
the head students of Thames
High school for 2022.

It means a lot knowing that for
most of us this was one of our
major goals to achieve. When
we were younger students in the
school, we looked up to the senior
leaders as role models and people
we would want to grow up to be
so achieving this goal has been

effective
interper-

display
communication and
sonal skills.

At Thames High School, hav-
ing leaders builds stronger re-
lationships between all our stu-
dents. These relationships allow
us to create a positive and safe
environment for students in our
school, especially our year 9s.

The New Zealand leader that
inspires us the most is Richie Mc-
Caw. He was a very consistent
leader in the All Blacks and led by
his own example. He used his ini-
tiative and ideas to encourage his
team to perform well along with
his passion for the sport.

Using these qualities created
a positive and hardworking en-
vironment resulting in the great
achievements his team accom-
plished. This year, our leader-
ship team will strive to create an
environment like this, to the bet-
terment not only of ourselves as
individuals but also to give us the
best chance of achieving our own
goals as leaders.

- Thames High student leaders

PAEROA COLLEGE

We feel privileged and honoured
to be given the responsibility of
student leaders and the opportu-

Paeroa College leaders, from Ieft Grace Wright, arts and culture; Ariihia
Morehu, Manukura; Sydney Stuart, wellbeing; Jasmine Lucero, learning;
Amber McKain, sport; Hamish Buchanan, community.

Thames High leaders: deputy head girl 1zzy Fox, left, head girl Nicole Reid,
head boy Luke Steward, and deputy head boy Graeme Hodgson.

Hauraki Plains College head boy and girl with their deputies, from left:
Molly Maitland, Hunter Crowe, head boy Aidan Craggs, head girl Brooke

McTaggart, Niamh Hill and Sean Ea.

nities that come with it, as well as
a great sense of excitement to see
where it takes us. As a cohort, we
are looking forward to being able
to grow as leaders and as individ-
uals, to break out of our comfort

zone, and to give back to the kura,
to the tauira and kaiako of our
school, and back to the Paeroa
community as a whole.

There are a number of aspira-
tions, desires and hopes that we

all wish to achieve throughout
the course of this year, such as
and not limited to: incorporat-
ing more arts and culture into
our environment; interacting
with different groups of people;
making all things Te Ao Maori
the norm; enhancing the hauora
of students; integrating a wider
range of sports into the school;
establishing more ways to pro-
mote and celebrate divergent
types of learning and achieve-
ments at school; creating a fun
and safe environment and cul-
ture that incorporates everyone;
having a blast and offering fun
activities inclusive of everyone.

The key concepts behind why
student leaders are so important
can be described in three words
- support, motivation, and rep-
resentation. Student leaders are
seen by other younger students
as an ideal to work towards.

They are vital positions in or-
der to project school rules and
values to younger generations
from another student’s perspec-
tive. They are a support group for
students and an example to look
up to for guidance. They have the
duty to push the school forward
and create a safe environment as
well as plan events.

Student leaders are there to
open students’ eyes to oppor-
tunities, to guide them and to
motivate students to be the best
“thems” they can be, all while be-
ing a support system, and repre-
senting the kura.

Aotearoa people are known for
their can-do attitudes, their in-
genuity, love to help nature and
their efforts to fight and voice for
what they believe in. We as kiwis
therefore have the perfect basis
for some world class leaders, a
few of which we as head students
look up to. This includes: Taika
Waititi a Maori filmmaker, actor
and comedian; Kate Sheppard,
prominent member of the wom-
en’s suffrage movement; Logan
Williams, 25-year-old entre-
preneur and inventor; Te Whiti
o Rongomai, a Maori spiritual
leader and founder of Parihaka;
Mihingarangi Forbes and Tor-
erenui a Rua Wilson, Maori wa-
hine who voice Maori kaupapa.

These leaders are all inspira-
tional to us for their hard work
and dedication in their field and
during their time. These leaders
all showcased their strong will,
devoted mindsets, number 8
wire thinking, belief in their val-
ues, innovativeness, hard work
and clear vision.

- Paeroa College student leaders

NEW SHIPMENT

RUN-OUT
MITSUBISHI
OUTLANDER LS
LIMITED STOCK

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

NOW AVAILABLE
Saunders Mitsubishi

r

0800 11 11 10

I N STOC K Finance Available

33,990

+ ORC
or FINANCE

*2.4L petrol engine
*Dual zone air cond.
*18” alloy wheels

*7 seats
*7.2L/100km

201 Pollen St - www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963

Paul Saunders 021 220 0098
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Masks made at Kerepehl WI

The Kerepéhi Women'’s Institute’s
first meeting this year was held at
Bev Adamson’s home in Kaihere,
which we all love to go out to get
out of town. President Elaine Jol-
liffe welcomed seven members
there. The thought for the month
was read by Sue Watson: “It was
the hardest thing to learn in life,
which bridge to cross and which
to leave.” The raffle was supplied
by Jan Edmonds and was won by
Bev Adamson. We had a minute’s
silence for Janet Nahu, an ex-
member who died in January.

Roll call was a holiday photo
and an exchange of bulbs, and the
set competition was chocolate
eclairs: 1st Bev Adamson. Deco-
rated face masks: Bev Adamson,
1; Jan Edmonds, 2; Debbie Smith
and Carolyn Giles, equal 3. We
celebrated Kris Barnes’ birthday,
Carolyn Giles made her a lovely
cake and we all sang happy birth-
day to her and she blew out the
candles. Kris was thrilled with it
and got a present from the birth-
day bag. We had a lovely shared
lunch plus birthday cake. The
afternoon programme was the
AGM meeting, same as last year.

The Federation AGM Council
Day was to be held in the Ngatea
Hall on March 1, where arrange-
ments were made for jobs for
people there. The next meeting
will be on March 8 at the Kerepéhi
Bowling Club. COMPETITIONS:
Bloom: 1st Marion van Eyk, 2nd
Jan Edmonds, 3rd Carolyn Giles.
Spike: 1st Elaine Jolliffe, 2nd Sue
Watson, 3rd Marion van Eyk.
Shrub: 1st Kris Barnes, 2nd Caro-
lyn Giles, 3rd Elaine Jolliffe. Vege-
table: 1st Marion van Eyk, 2nd Jan
Edmonds, 3rd Kris Barnes. Herb:

Kerepé&hi WI members show off their masks.

1st Jan Edmonds, 2nd Kris Barnes,
3rd Marion van Eyk.
GOLDFIELDS WI
The February meeting of the Gold-
fields Women’s Institute com-
menced with the aspiration and
prayer. Thoughts were given to
associate member Nola Pearson,
who recently passed away. The
Motto: good friends are the rare
jewels of life - difficult to find and
impossible to replace, was read by
Dot McHardy. The Good Deed was
used Christmas cards, calendars
— Goldfields Special School, also
used stamps, wine bottle tops and
can tabs. Birthday girls last month
were Maureen Claasen and Kate
Wood. Raffles were won by Jean
Brady and Kate Wood. Members
were looking forward to celebrat-
ing Founders Day at the Paeroa
Maritime Park on February 21,
and arrangements were made re-
garding the 77th Federation AGM
on March 1in Ngatea. After lunch,
the AGM took place.

President Helen Udy read the
annual report and members were

Photo: SUPPLIED

amazed that 6340 items of baby
knitting, rugs for rest homes, toys
and emergency toilet bags had
been donated locally, with mem-
bers donating 8553 hours of their
time to our community.

This is a very pleasing result, es-
pecially with so many disruptions
that have occurred during the
year. Our annual presentation of
trophies was held: Christie Vase,
Most Points for Flowers: Sue Fah
1; Thames Coast CWI Trophy: Val
Bowen, 2; Garden Circle Trophy:
Anne Bicknell, 3. Wilton Tray,
Most Competition Points: Sue
Fah 1, Anne Bicknell and Carole
Bridle 2=. Scott Vase, Most Points
Overall: Sue Fah 1, Val Bowen 2,
Anne Bicknell 3. The officers for
2022 are Helen Udy, president;
Maureen Claasen, Secretary;
Beryl Allison,Treasurer. Commit-
tee: Val Bowen, Jean Brady, Carol
Cresswell, Bev Schenkel and Kate
Wood. COMPETITIONS: Bloom:
Helen Udy, 1; Val Bowen, 2. Clus-
ter: Val Bowen, 1; Shrub: Val Bow-
en, 1; Helen Udy 2.

Bunnies wanted for kids show

Future Te Aroha will be holding
an Easter show for pre-schoolers
early April and would like to bor-
row bunnies, soft toys, garden
ornaments or lego for the event.

The Easter event, held April
5-7 and 12-14 in accordance with
Covid-19 rules, will be mostly ac-
tivity based for pre-school aged
children and includes “find the
rabbits”, culminating in a treat
for each child.

Centre manager and creative
director Lynne Renwick said
the centre had a few rabbits but
needed more for a bigger impact.

“We would love to know the
story of your rabbit too and we

may be able to weave that into
the event,” she said.

“It could be one your grand-
mother had in her garden or a
soft toy you've had since you
were a baby.”

The rabbits can be any size,
colour and medium such as fab-
ric, concrete, lego or mosaic.

Rabbits on loan for the show
will be registered with a tag with
the owner’s name attached so
each item can be safely returned
after the show. Rabbits can be
dropped off at Future Te Aroha,
13 Boundary St, on or before
March 17 and collected after the
show finishes.

SPORTS

February 20 saw the Norm Allen-sponsored three bowl threes at
Kerepéhi Bowling Club. There was a good turn out, with 24 teams
registered, but one team unfortunately had to pull out, leaving
a bye in each game again. Games were played over both greens,
weather was kind and games were obviously enjoyed, by the laugh-
ter at times. RESULTS: 1st 4wins +17 points 20ends (Kerepéhi) Lor-
raine Putt, Glenda Brackenridge, Del Graham; 2nd 4 wins +14 points
17 ends (Tui Park) Peter Fergason, Geoffry C, Gary K; 3rd 3.5 wins
+26points 21 ends (Kerepéhi) Leon Taipari, Garry Parker, Don Cooper.

/Richardsons

Ngatea / Paeroa

/Richardsons

IREINES

2 Huirau Road

* Recently re-roofed, re-clad & re-plumbed
¢ Phone the Ngatea office 07 867 7800

RN1417

Offers Over $680,000

e Full interior revamp, 3 car gge, 1012m2 section

=3 Gl b3 =1

RRP223

Paeroa Offers Over $1,100,000 (Inc GST)

 Rural House and Land Package
* 5990 sgm (more or less) sloping section
* 4 bedroom home to be built on site

=4 w2 2 =1

Paeroa

* Perfect first home or investment
* 865sqm (more or less)

RG1950

Offers Over $570,000

* Three bedrooms, heatpump & woodburner

=3 w1l =1

Paeroa

¢ 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 living areas, office
* Inbuilt fire, heat pump, dble internal access garage
¢ 1529 m2 (more or less) section

=5 2 b2 =2

RG1946

Offers Over $930,000

3 -
"'i“!-;-

320 Marshall Crescent, Thames

Deadline Sale ends Wednesday 16th March 2020 (Unless sold prior). Price Guide - Offers in excess of
$1,375.000. This immaculately presented home sits proudly on a ridge overlooking the surrounding area and
enjoys some of the nicest views in Thames encompassing the town & sea.

RT5685 - PHILIP JUDD 027 449 7132

Deadline Sale
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PAEROA
07 862 7888
54 Belmont Road

NGATEA
07 867 7800
33 Orchard Road

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz

THAMES
07 868 6978
556 Pollen Street

. Li d REAA2008
thames@richardsons.co.nz ICENSe!

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008
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Retreshed education at Kauaerang

Tactile play features with an
emphasis on native spe-
cies are a new development
for the ever-evolving educa-
tion offered at the Department
of Conservation’s Kauaeranga
Valley Visitor Centre.

The centre, about 20 minutes
drive from Thames, has offered
educational experiences for
children of all ages for more
than a decade — and with the
2022 school year underway,
the learning features have been
refreshed as children return to
classrooms.

DOC education ranger Ma-
ree Limpus said the new fea-
tures focused on both native
species found in the valley and
the introduced predators who
threatened their ongoing sur-
vival.

“Through play and learn-
ing, we want children to have
a positive experience in nature
to foster ongoing enquiry, en-
gagement and taking action to
protect nature and our unique
wildlife. We've put a particular
focus on tactile play and learn-
ing for children eight years and
older,” she said.

“Over summer we had a
group of university students
working for DOC in the valley,
and their seasonal roles gave
us a chance to take advantage
of their skills and knowledge
to help us construct and refine
some new play exhibits.”

Long renowned for its beauti-

Sofi Quax, 4, enjoys the Spinning Stories exhibit. .

ful setting and diverse opportu-
nities for families and schools,
the 2022 additions at the visi-
tor centre include nature quiz-
zes - with the option for teach-
ers to develop their own theme-
based ones, and nature pou/
posts, which present children

with the task of pairing wildlife
facts with particular species.
The species selected for the
new interactive exhibits have
all been found across the wider
Coromandel Peninsula at some
point in time, and include weta,
geckos, dotterels, kereru, tui,

Photos: SUPPLIED/BLAIR QUAX, DOC

kauri, kaka and tuna.

“We really wanted to focus on
the species our visitors might
encounter if they enjoy one of
the nearby trails or streams —
that connection between learn-
ing and real-life nature experi-
ence is very important to us,”

a centre

Maree Limpus said.

Another new interactive fea-
ture, the target boards, gives
children a chance to knock
down some of the introduced
predators that have had a sig-
nificant impact on Coroman-
del’s native wildlife.

The target boards carry pic-
tures of possums, rats, stoats
and pigs, and children use a
rubber ball to test their aim
against the pests. If the target
is hit, the board flips back on a
hinge to reveal a series of facts
about the pest — and the threat
it presents.

“It’s a little bit metaphorical,
as our operations team over-
sees work to target these pests
in the bush to protect the na-
tive species.”

Maree Limpus said the new
resources and ongoing devel-
opments focused on getting
children outside and active -
and away from devices, desks,
tables and chairs.

A grass maze, covering an
area the size of a football pitch,
blends nature-based learning
and a quiz with an opportunity
for children to burn off excess
energy.

“We're striving to offer a rich
learning experience for every-
one that visits,” she said.

“All  exhibits constructed
are inter-changeable to en-
sure they can be constantly re-
freshed, and the learning expe-
rience always evolves.”

AMY BUSTARD

o

REAL ESTATE

AThames, 402 Albert Street

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/402-albert-street-thames

A Paeroa, 60A Puke Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/60a-puke-road-paeroa

4

TRINITY

N E T W OR K
REAL ESTATE
LICENSED REAA (2008)

P7ONE

. :

Phone for a Private Viewing

A Thames, 408 Willoughby Street

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/408-willoughby-street-thames

m=| 3

5 3

Phone for a Private Viewing

A Thames, 19 Puriri Valley Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/19-puriri-valley-road-thames-1

o

Phone for a Private Viewing

A Paeroa,12 Buchanan Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/12-buchanan-paeroa

$1,000,000

(plus GST if any)

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 Mangatarata, 249 State Highway 27

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/249-state-highway-27-mangatarata

Amy Bustard
M: 027 2626177

E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

M: 027 298 4114

Adrienne Crawford

E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978

Maree Simpson

+ | M:027 2067616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz J’.

The Full Real Estate Service | (07) 8689773 | 701A Pollen Street | trinitynetwork.co.nz
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Firefighters
battle blaze
In Paeroa

It took just minutes for a massive fire in

Paeroa’s main street to take hold last week.

Firefighters from throughout the region

arrived within minutes to battle the source : .

of the blaze at the rear of the Forget Me Not — — :
opportunity shop before the fire spread to the nt of the shop, while firefighters battle the blaze out back.
front, breaking through glass windows and

quickly spreading along the shop frontages

of at least four other shops. Fire crews from

around the region then tackled the fire at the

shop frontages, quickly bringing the blaze

under control. The fire destroyed the op

shop and several nearby shops were closed

due to smoke damage. TERESA RAMSEY and

GORDON PREECE captured the devastation as

it unfolded. CONTINUED P15

Within minutes, massive flames to take hold at the front of the shops. Photos: TERESA RAMSEY

_-T!-_r--— ] .

A firefighter begins to battle the blaze. . It only takes minutes for a firefighter to get the flames at the front under control.

] L 1|lll Hh’ .m“ m . & 24;?
3{__1“ T "'_|LU .l..n.!-.lLu. 'I'IH'HH H‘Vdrl:ll.llll'lk MOBILE
Hair Salon in Ngatea « SEPTIC TANK Thames =m SERVICE

Late night DRAIN & GREASE TRAP See us for all your hose repairs

CLEANING * Hydraulic hose & fittings
TueSday and Saturday » Breakdown services 24/7

by appointment * SUCTION TRUCK * Industrial hoses
TRUCK & HIAB * Lubricants & Qils
39 Orchard West Rd - GENERAL CARRYING « Ram repairs & servicing
» General Engineering
Ngatea DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST KOPU Sr 07 868 5435 T —
100 opu Roa
Ph 07 8677 990 PHONE/FAX: (07) 868 3034 /
& 0274 990 924 a2 Kopu, Thames

AHS: (07) 868 3116 — 0274 927 148
P.0. BOX 768, THAMES 3540

Best under pressure
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2
A firefighter sets the hose on the shop frontages and quickly gets the fire under control. Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

m'lﬁ' ’

F|reﬁghters team up to help. Photo: TERESA RAMSEY Firefighters dampen hotspc;ts in the shop. Photo: GORDON PREECE

(ﬁ'.l—] COROMANDEL -
—C’ COMMERCIALS 5

2001 Mitsubishi Pajero 2004 Holden Rodeo 4x2

Contact me anytime | | ; LT Crew

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz

@ scottsimpsonmp

Scott Simpson

MP for Coromandel

Px G
o

- N Petrol, auto, 3L diesel, manual 5spd,
éAﬂLLtger::ids:yTizxte:impson, 1 36,730k3 235,600'(5 $ 1 7 y 9 9 0

Sealey & Queen Sts, Thames Ph Pete 027 2577 777
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612 Pollen Street

Fresh NZ

Thames

07 868 7388
Fresh N2

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young

PHOTO
SALES

Photographs taken by the
Valley Profile are available
for purchase,
contact us today!
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Rump Steak

every day Pork Bones
low price

$16.99 hg $5.99 kg

We use Biodegradeable Trays

0204 0944 853

W Sy

Profile

0274 820 536
oA L A

& W2 W
P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES
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EASY MEDIUM HARD N G

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS 77 Loyalty (10)
1 Rectify (7) 81 Furrow (3)
4 Enigmatic (10) 83 Distended (7) 36 Cage for poultry (4)
9 Lay down the law (7) 84 Looked fixedly (6) 37 Soothing ointment
13 Stripped (4) 85 Vehement public (7)

38 Ink stain (4)

44 Maintenance (6)
46 Pleasant (4)

47 Spouse (7)

48 Team spirit (6)

49 Swooped (5)

34 Defence of being
elsewhere (5)

14 Halfway point (6)
15 Honorary (6)

16 Merge (7)

18 Father (3)

20 Innocuously (10)
21 Enraged (8)

protest (6)

86 Telephone (4)

87 Disregarded (7)

88 Intersection (10)

89 Stateless person (7)

22 Climb (5) 50 Turned upside
25 Inlaid design (6) DOWN down (8)

26 Explosive 1 Large spiral seashell 51 Excursion (6)
exhalation (6) 5) 52 Of or relating to

28 Choice (9)
33 Unaware (8)
34 Rouse (6)
35 Instructor (7)
39 Red suit (8)
40 Finale (6)
41 Lazy (4)

2 International
humanitarian
organisation (3,5)

3 Dryness (6)

4 Soldier’s award (5)
5 Raced (4)

language (10)

53 Cautious (4)

54 Withhold patronage
)

55 Intimate contact (4)
60 Cook under heat (5)

6 Learned (7) 61 Enthusiastic (4)

42 Perforated (5) 7 Collision (6) 65 Bringing death (5)
43 Alcoholic drink (3) 8 Workers’ organisation 66 Indicating direction
45 Work until very late  (5) (8)

(4,3,8,3)

53 Network (3)

56 Coil of yarn (5)

57 Top cards (4)

58 Give new life to (6)
59 Diamond-shaped
sea creature (8)

10 Religious picture (4)
11 Plant powdered for ~ Shakespeare (7)

snuff (7) 69 Live-in school pupil
12 Knotted mass (6) (7)

71 Insect (6)

72 Tusked marine
mammal (6)

68 Play by

17 Doodlebug (6,4)
19 Insurgent (5)
23 Prison term (8)

62 Check the size of (7) 24 Say (5) 73 Great fear (6)
63 Wan (6) 25 Bullfighter (7) 76 Exterior (5)
64 Famished (8) 27 Tidy (4) 78 Water lily (5)

67 Recklessly rash (9)
69 Multiplies (6)

70 Go with (6)

74 Sailboat (5)

75 Scenic view (8)

29 Late day (7)

30 Meditate upon (6)
31 Reseller’s profit (6)
32 Go back on one’s
word (6)

79 Bird of prey (5)
80 Surrender up (4)
82 Roman garment (4)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Pick one’s words, 8 Ruined, 14 Image, 15 Scuttled, 16 Tigress, 17 Cross, 18 Eve,
19 Isthmus, 21 Unmarried, 22 Gullet, 25 Propaganda, 27 Pugilism, 28 Starch, 31 Marina,

33 Aviator, 34 Global, 35 Ibis, 37 All, 39 Guru, 40 Include, 41 Nectarine, 42 Dreaded,

43 Deranged, 48 Flinched, 52 Staying, 56 Nostalgia, 57 Emulate, 58 Most, 59 Ash, 60 Stir,

61 Unfair, 62 Entitle, 63 Killer, 65 Nugget, 66 Migraine, 68 Recitation, 71 Abacus, 72 Cowardice,
74 Asserts, 76 Gel, 79 Stile, 80 Cyclist, 81 Captured, 83 Tense, 84 Pewter, 85 In short supply.

DOWN: 2 Incisor, 3 Ketch, 4 Nil, 5 Suds, 6 Ostentatious, 7 Dogma, 8 Russell, 9 Itch, 10 Exodus,
11 Cadet, 12 Beneath, 13 Refrigerate, 14 Isolate, 20 Upgrading, 23 Enhanced, 24 Astound,

26 Primula, 27 Pitted, 29 Rubbish, 30 Cancel, 32 Azure, 34 Glade, 36 Speed, 38 Lawn,

43 Dunes, 44 Resting, 45 Near, 46 Engine, 47 Radar, 48 Flamenco, 49 Ice skates, 50 Camelot,
51 Ensue, 52 Satanic, 53 Inheritance, 54 Gentle, 55 Butterscotch, 64 Relapse, 65 Naughty,

67 Reoccur, 69 Oatmeal, 70 Pumice, 71 Alone, 73 Deign, 75 Equip, 77 Went, 78 Scar, 82 Pus.
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2017 Kia Sportage LX

1 owner

2019 Mitsubishi ASX
NZ New,
Good kms

2020 Kia Rio

N

Auto, One Owner,
_ Nice in Sporty Blue

THAMES VALLEY KIA
321 Pollen Street, Thames

2018 Kia Sportage

2.0 Ltr T/diesel,
One Owner,
AWD

Ph 07 868 8951
Paul Griffin 021 169 4036
www.ThamesKia.co.nz

2019 Toyota Hilux
SR5 Cruiser

2wd, Top spec

2019
2018

$35,990
Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, Leather, Alloys $49,990

Toyota CH-R, Ltd, one owner, Low kms

2018 Toyota Hilux, 2WD, Cruiser, low kms $47,990
2018 Toyota CH-R, Turbo, AWD, NZ New $29,990
2018 Subaru XV, Prem, AWD, T/bar, Top spec model $34,990
2018 Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross, NZ New, $25,990
2017 Toyota Corolla GLX, Hatch, Auto, Alloys $21,990
2017 Toyota Camry, GL, 2.5 auto, $17,990
2016 Toyota Hilux S/Cab, 2WD, 2.8 T/Diesel $29,990
2016 Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys $17,990
2015 Toyota RAV4 2.5 Itr AWD, GXL, T/Bar $28,790
2013 Toyota Rav4, 2.5 GXL AWD, $24,990
2010 Toyota Yaris Edge, 1.5 auto, $11,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

D

2019 Toyota Hilux Sr5 Cruiser

2.8TD 4WD low kms, towbar, ute master load-lid,

nudge bar “" ——— .,

$49,990

2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, 3.5P

2018 Toyota Rav4 GX 2.5P AWD SIGNATURE CLASS $34,290
2018 Isuzu D-Max LS 4WD $42,990
2018 Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 Itr, Auto $19,990
2017 Toyota Hilux SR5 LTD 2.8TD 4WD Eclipse Black $57,990
2017 Toyota C-HR 1.2PT/CVT $32,990
2017 Toyota Corolla GLX 1.8P Hatchback,

Alloy wheels, Reverse Camera, Auto $19,990

2016 Toyota Yaris GX 1.3P Auto, Reverse Camera $12,990
2015 Mazda 2 GSX 1.5P Low kms $16,990
2015 Nissan Pulsar ST 1.8L NZ New $13,990
2011 Toyota Hilux 2.7P 2WD SC 5M $21,990

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa

www.richards.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill ¢ 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642
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Thames Market’s team leader Jaini Stowe.

Local focus at Thames Market

hames Market, held every Saturday,
is the heart of Grahamstown, bursting
with locally-grown fruit and vegetables,
fine foods, plants and arts and crafts.
The market’s team leader Jaini Stowe,
who’s held the position for eight months,
said the markets have become part of
the local culture. “We have our regulars
each week with a minimum of 30 store
holders and during a busy week we may
have a maximum of 50,” she said.
“I take my hat off to the stall holders,
they’re really supportive, they’ll come to
me and give me any ideas.”

Photo: GORDON PREECE

Jaini said the market supports organic
produce and has a variety of items.

“We have some good feedback from
the market that people find really inter-
esting items they can’t find in any other
shop,” she said.

“Many people from other districts also
come to sell their produce, and what I've
learned over the eight months managing
[the markets] is that even people from
Auckland come to Thames on Saturday
mornings for the markets.”

Thames Markets, Saturdays, 8am-noon
in Pollen St, Grahamstown, Thames.

ARBORIST

CALL SIMON - 022 378 1580

- HESFIIEHTMI. J COMMERCIAL

R WALLS & CEILINGS

€S
DRivVING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

PER .
o =

DRIVER EDUCATION

P Time 20rive

+=- Driving Lessons += Elderly Assessments
+= Defensive Driving Courses

Gail Mikkelsen

The only female driving instructor in the Valley
Phone: 027 504 7161
Email: gmikkelsen77@yahoo.com

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE
Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

€) Time 2 Drive
Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

HIRE CENTRE
Perrin Newland

www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

MOBILE MECHANIC

F2h e

We come to you...
% Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,
campervans, machinery & small engines
% Batteries available
Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,
Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Digger, Bulldozer

= & Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHonE Tiv 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

FIREWOOD

SPLINTA’S FIREWOOD

SERVICES

Old Man Pine ® Gum ¢ Mac ¢ Pine

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
ﬂ splintasfirewood

Email: splintasfirewood@gmail.com

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

CALL THE EXPERTS

e Lawn mowing

e Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges  One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

ELECTRICIAN
¢ Rural & Dairy

e Commercial

« Residential  * Heat Pumps

e Service &

- el Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

g
-./'# FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

« Traditional and

Bespoke Funerals
e Direct Cremation
e Pre-Planning

Ph: 0800 862 6362

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

AEBSCMATIONR OF N2

We have over 30 years of butchery expertise.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.

e Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty.

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
e Game orders over 10kg

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 » Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

PAINT

* Quality * Paint « Colour * Advice
* Wallpaper * Accessories
Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

/ATENSJUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE

SPECIALISTS

 PORTALOO HIRE |

2 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

www.tabs.net.nz

Tt Pt

+ Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

TYRES & BATTERIES

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

= TYRE and BATTERY

THAMES

MARKET

Simee 1955
Locally made and produced goods

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm
Pollen St, Grahamstown
021 0266 7161

PLUMBER

% Laser

PLUMBING  DRAINAGE * GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021

thames@laserplumbing.co.nz
“Covering The Valley”

Last month’s winner of the
Lotto Ticket was Gloria
Heappey, who found Pete in the
February 2 edition in the Valley

Education advert.

Go to page 2 for
details on

how to enter.
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Death Notice

Funeral

MAKEEF, Richard lan
Born March 29 1960,
passed away February
17 2022 peacefully in
Thames after a short
iliness. Cherished son
of Miriam Nicholson
(Byrne, Makeef) and the
late Robin Makeef. Be-
loved father of daughter
Hayley Sellars (Makeef).
A memorial service, by
invitation, will be held at
a time when his family
and friends can gather
in celebration of a loved
son, father, uncle and
friend.

Due to COVID restric-
tions, please express
your interest of
attending to Hayley -
0278594495

Service

JONES, Kenneth
Francis (Ken)

A farewell service for
the late Ken Jones of
Ngatea will take place
at 431 Pipiroa Road,
Ngatea at 11am Satur-
day March 5th.

The service will be
outdoors in the garden
and will be followed by
alunch.

Covid number restric-
tions will apply so
please register your
attendance at kaypee-
jones@xtra.co.nz or
phone 021 891 669.

Situations Vacant

Accommodation

For Sale
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Wanted

Firewood, Pine, $100
per cube. Ph Steph 027
385 2806 or Mark 027
655 8661

Garage Sale

Front lawn & garage
sale 9-3 Friday March
5th. 308A Campbell St,
Thames. Cancelled if
wet.

Handyman

Mowing, hedges,
fencing, gardening,
carpentry, painting,
retaining walls, welding,
waterblasting. Work is
good quality and | will
not attempt to work
outside of my skills.
Insured. Dennis Schuler
022 129 0169

Wanted

Caregiver for
sleepover position
and cook/cleaner for
3 hours per week
minimum, includes
personal care. Ph 027
237 4413

PLACE YOUR AD
IN THE PROFILE:
022 130 3885

Logging
Truck Driver
Full Time position in the

Hauraki Area.
Must be punctual, honest
& reliable.
Hold a current Class 5
License.
Logging experience

Please phone Chris
on 0210 229 3626

Motorcycles, 4 wheelers & side x sides. Going
or not. Phone 027 216 6867. A1 Motorcycles

Situations Vacant

Home help required. Thames Coast area. Non-
smoking, mature, reliable person. Excellent remu-
neration to the right person. Ph 868 2225.

preferred but not essential.

Reliable fit person wanted to mow lawns, mower
provided. Ph 868 2225

include:

capability

Optional skills

Position Available —
Young-Stock Manager

A lead position is available for a
Young-Stock and Bull Farming operation
covering approximately 1,000 head across
three properties on the Hauraki Plains.

Essential skills required for the role

» Pasture Management and
Feed Budgeting skills
» Ahigh level of livestock management

» Basic computer and spreadsheet skills
» General farm maintenance skills
» People leadership capability

» An interest in genetics and stud stock
» Aheavy traffic licence

Housing and remuneration to meet
requirements and skillsets. The ability
for the successful applicant to have
investment opportunities

Contact - office@townshend.co.nz

Karangahake School
Office Administrator

This is a PART TIME position
of 18hrs/week.

The successful applicant will work at

our reception. This is a key role for our
school as the Office Administrator is often
the first point of contact for new families
and visitors to our school. The position

is varied in nature and encompasses a
broad range of responsibilities.

There is never a dull day in this job!

Previous experience working in school
administration is desired but not essential.
The successful applicant would need to be

fully vaccinated.

Applications Close Saturday
5th March 2022

Email the Principal for an application pack:
principal@karangahake.school.nz

2022 COURSES

If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these

are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2,
Intro to Agriculture L2
(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua (15 weeks)

Farming Systems (29 weeks); Horticulture Level 3

We also offer some fee paying short programmes — Barista and
Driving lessons from learners through to full license options.

Call us for pricing.

FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES

Place yo
newspaper

dayinthe
eing reat!

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Carsons

BOOKSHOP#1906

600 Pollen St, Thames
07 868 6301

www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz
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SPORTS

Clay target shooters retain titles

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

he talented duo of Ashling

and Graham Welch have
retained their national titles
in clay target shooting, mak-
ing them the sport’s top young
competitors in the country.

The siblings attended the NZ
Sporting Clay Target Shoot-
ing National Championship at
Hamilton last month, with the
North Island champs on Feb-
ruary 11, and the nationals on
February 12-13.

Ashling, 17, retained her
winning title in the NZ Ladies
championship, while her older
brother Graham, 19, kept hold
of his NZ Junior title.

The wins mean Ashling holds
the South Island, North Island,
and New Zealand Ladies titles,
while Graham holds the South
Island, North Island, and New
Zealand Junior titles.

They were also in the North
Island mixed team, which
came first against a shoot-off
against the South Island.

It was a feat their dad Andrew
and mum Carmel thought was
“absolutely fantastic”.

“They’re both very deter-
mined and they both practise
hard,” Andrew said.

Clay target shooting is a
sport that involves shooting a
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Ashllng and Graham Welch have retained their natlonal shootmg titles.

firearm at special flying targets.
It took great hand-eye co-ordi-
nation to excel at it, he said.

The Waitakaruru family
practise at Thames Clay Target
Club every Wednesday after-
noon, and are also all part of
the club’s committee.
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“Gun sports are frowned
upon a bit... but if people want
to learn to shoot, [the club] is a
great place to come and learn.
They’re taught all the safety as-
pects and how to do everything
properly,” Andrew said.

“Both of my kids agree that
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the more people that do it, cre-
ates more competition.”
Andrew said there was still
plenty people could learn about
clay target shooting. He wanted
to see the sport grow in New
Zealand, and hoped his chil-
dren could one day lead the

charge. There was no reason
for the sport not to have world
champions hailing from New
Zealand, he said.

“[New Zealand] has never
had a world champion or any-
thing like that, but we’ve had
some very good shooters.

We're hoping that maybe
later this year, or even the fol-
lowing year, we could look at
going to a Worlds, but it’s just
so hard with travel at the mo-
ment.”

As a duck hunter, Andrew
started the sport of clay target
shooting after years of racing
motorbikes left him with a few
injuries. He told The Profile his
children were now shooting
better than him.

“They both beat me at the
North Islands, and everyone
was giving me stick... I don’t
like them beating me, but I was
proud as punch that they did
so well.”

The Welch siblings have also

qualified to shoot for the NZ
Junior team at the Oceanias in
Australia in April.
DETAILS: To find out more or to
get involved in the sport, call in
to the club at the back of Thames
Airfield on Wednesday after-
noons.
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WHYTELINE

SIMPLY EXC EPTIDNAL

Keyless entry « Climate air con - Polished alloys « LED headlamps « LED DRLs
Smartphone connectivity - Reverse camera « Protection pack

OR $107/WEEK NO DEPOSIT TOTAL PAYABLE $27,872,19"

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ |

*$106.79/week based on Baleno SE Auto, $24,990 plus ORC, total amount payable $27,872.19, nil deposit 3.9% p.a. fixed interest rate and 5-year term. On payment of on-road costs to the Dealer, finance payments include a $305
documentation fee and $10.35 PPSR fee. Suzuki Finance lending and credit criteria apply. Offer available 1-28 February 2022. Excludes fleet purchases, demo vehicles and all other promotions. www.suzuki.co.nz

39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA |

HAURAKI'S HOME OF § SUZUKI
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$ suzuxi

07 862 8783




