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‘Can’t afford’ to be saved
Wendy Fergusson 
has lived through 
“horrendous” chemo 
for lung cancer. Now 
she faces an added 
worry about how to 
pay for her life-saving 
drugs. GORDON 
PREECE reports

A Waihī couple may be 
forced to sell their home to 

cover the cost of an unfunded 
drug to treat lung cancer.

Craig Fergusson recently 
launched an online fundrais-
ing page with a goal to raise 
$208,000 to cover the full cost 
of an unfunded drug called IM-
FINZI to treat his wife Wendy 
Fergusson’s lung cancer.

Wendy said she really wanted 
people to be aware of her situ-
ation so they could promote 
Pharmac’s funding for the life-
saving drug.

“I can only imagine being in 
my position how desperately 
people feel when they fi nd out 
they could be saved but can’t 
aff ord to be,” she said.  

“When the government is 
passing these things they need 
to think how would you feel if 
you had it [lung cancer] and 
this [IMFINZI] was your way 
to survive and you’re telling 
people they have to die because 
they can’t aff ord it. 

“I’ve got new grandsons and 
I want to see them grow up.”

Wendy told The Profi le she 
believed there was no big rea-
son why Pharmac couldn’t 

fund it. “When you’re faced 
with this situation, you actually 
learn about this sort of thing, 
and it’s sad because now I know 
many people have died unnec-
essarily - my sister being one of 
them,” she said. 

“I lost my sister fi ve years 
ago to sternum cancer and this 
drug [IMFINZI] could’ve saved 
her, but it didn’t because it 
wasn’t funded and she couldn’t 
aff ord it.

“And she was the woman who 

raised me, not my mother.”
Craig, who has been with 

Wendy for 25 years, said “dis-
appointed” would be a good 
word to describe how he felt 
about Pharmac not currently 
funding the drug.

“I respect their response to 
the pandemic but they throw 
a lot of money at that kind of 
thing,” he said.

“When you look at the two 
years the pandemic’s been

Craig and Wendy Fergusson need to raise $208,000 for Wendy’s lung cancer treatment.               Photo: SUPPLIED
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CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one of 

the display adver� sements in 
The Valley Profi le, then email 
admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz or 
Ph/txt 027 396 2459 with your 
full name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in the 
monthly draw to win a Lo� o 
� cket. Last week in Baxters.

SEE MORE AT 
www.readbros.co.nz

308 Pollen St, Thames • 07 868 6608

COME SEE US for the Latest 
in Outdoor Essentials.

Hot BBQ’s & Smokers
Cool Ice Boxes & Chilly Bins

The Ziegler & Brown range of barbeques 
brought to you by Masport, provide 

superior quality, power and flexibility 
to help you discover a whole new world 

of outdoor entertaining!

The toughest, coldest box in the world. 
Tough, reliable, and value for money 

make the Icey-Tek standard and 
long box range the most popular 

in New Zealand.

OFFICE: 2 QUEEN STREET, PAEROA
www.valleyprofi le.co.nz
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editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz
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Ph 022 619 4889
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Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 1303 885
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Email: admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

The Valley Profi le is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,600 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
le� erbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribu� on around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

around and how many people 
in New Zealand have died with 
it, yet there’s 1600-odd people 
a year dying from lung cancer 
unnecessarily,” he said.

Wendy’s had to undergo 
seven weeks of chemotherapy 
and radiation treatments, 
which she described as 
“horrendous”. 

“I didn’t believe I would sur-
vive them to be honest.

“Because of the chemother-
apy, which four out of the six 
days were eight-hour treat-
ments, I couldn’t eat, drink, 
even drink water. They put me 
on drips and [it] got very nas-
ty, and in the end I just about 
quit,” she said. 

A former smoker, Wendy 
discovered she’d been diag-
nosed with lung cancer in 
July last year after her heart 
stopped.

“She went to her local doc-
tor in Waihī about this pain in 
her shoulder she’d had for a 
while and was put on anti in-
fl ammatories, which she was 
reacting to and put a big strain 
on her respiratory system. 
[This] caused a blood clot to 
release from her lung and went 
through her heart and stopped 
her heart. 

“That was right in front of 
me,” Craig said. 

“I don’t know CPR but I did 
what I could, and the doctor 
later told me what I managed 
to do restarted her heart.

“We then went to Thames 
Hospital where they discov-

ered a big mass in Wendy’s 
lung, which they pointed to as 
lung cancer.”

Craig said after Wendy’s 
chemotherapy and radiation 

treatment, and because the 
cancer tumour was inoperable, 
the oncologist suggested they 
look into immunotherapy.

“I was looking it up… and at 

CONTINUED FROM P1

Home may be lost for cancer treatment
that time [the drug] Keytruda 
was the number one thing they 
were using,” he said.

Keytruda is funded in New 
Zealand to treat melanoma 
and bowel cancer but not lung 
cancer, which means Craig and 
Wendy have to fi nd money for 
the drug themselves.

Craig set up a Givealittle 
page to raise funds toward the 
$120,000 cost of Keytruda.

But before Wendy could 
start on Keytruda, her oncolo-
gist changed her immunother-
apy drug to IMFINZI, which 
is specifi cally targeted to treat 
lung cancer. Also unfunded, 
the couple found they now had 
to raise $208,000 for 12 cy-
cles of IMFINZI, with just over 
$10,000 raised so far. 

Craig described the dona-
tions as “amazing”.

“The neighbours have been 
great and even if people don’t 
donate, just share the message 
and tell those people to share 
it, crowdfunding’s about hav-
ing a crowd,” he said.

Pharmac is currently seeking 
feedback on a proposal that 
would result in IMFINZI being 
funded from August. 

Craig said funding for IM-
FINZI would be “absolutely 
awesome”. 

“It’ll give Wendy her last 
few cycles, because she should 
be fi nished by the end of the 
year,” he said.
DETAILS: Wendy Fergusson’s 
Givealitt le page: givealitt le.
co.nz/cause/help-wendy-fi nish-
her-journey

Wendy and Craig Fergusson discovered Wendy had lung cancer a� er 
her heart stopped in July last year.         Photo: SUPPLIED



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     February 16, 2022, THE VALLEY PROFILE 03

Wheelie Bins mean 
no more bags.

Use the smarter option.
120 Ltr or 240 Ltr with weekly 
or fortnightly pick up options.

Get a bin from Coastal Bins

If its service you require, 
no one beats us!
0800 26 28 25

www. Coastalbins.co.nz 

Truly Local
Truly Local

A huge range 
of bedding!

50%
off.

UP TO

A better way 
to sleep.
Find your Serenity, new Sleepyhead 
Peace & Essence, in store now.

Interest free 
‘til 2024*

Serenity Peace Queen Mattress & Base

$17 per week with 
interest free 
‘til 2024**

$1703

20%
off.

Fr
om

Serenity Essence Queen Mattress & Base

$25 per week with 
interest free 
‘til 2024**

$2499

50%
off.

Fr
om

Find your best sleep

Contactless

 *O�er valid to 08.03.22 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. See in-store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors or misprints. 30 day Comfort Guarantee Ts and Cs apply. *Interest Free ‘til 2024 (24 months) is available on in-store Q Card and Q Mastercard® Flexi Payment Plans & Purchases $999 & over until 08.03.22 
Lending criteria, $50 annual account fee, fees, an establishment fee of $55 (first LTF transaction) or a $35 advance fee (subsequent LTF transactions) applies. Terms and conditions apply. Minimum payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay 
the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard interest rate, currently 25.99% p.a., applies at end of interest free period. Rate and fees correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Mastercard is a registered trademark and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. See counter for full details. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run 
outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er. **Indicative Weekly Repayments: ^Approved applicants only. The indicative monthly repayment is the purchase amount and establishment fee divided by the number of weeks in the start-up interest period. The indicative repayments assume there are no additional purchases, cash 
withdrawals, fees or charges. The indicative repayments are only an estimate and figures should be used as an indication only. They do not represent either a quote or pre-qualification or approval. To repay the purchase amount by the expiry of the start-up interest free period, the indicative monthly repayments stated would need to be made by the due date for each statement period.

BedsRus Store Name    VISIT Street Address 

TALK Phone Number     DREAM bedsrus.co.nz

Comfort GuaranteeProudly Local Warranty

205 ������ ��, ������ 

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
PH 07 868 6128

AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PAINT REFURBISHMENT OF 
CLASSIC MOTORBIKES

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE   867 7195  l  027 372 4797
                           
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
                                                            
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

School kids take a stand against racism
A group of primary school 

students have taken it upon 
themselves to remove racist 
graffiti from a sign at the en-
trance to Thames.

They also brandished their 
own signs which said: “Every-
body’s Welcome Here!” and “We 
Do Not Stand For This” to coun-
teract the vandal’s intent. 

The graffiti, spray-painted on 
the billboard advertising Pol-
len St restaurant The Grahams-
town Bar and Diner (GBD), said 
“stink a** curries”. 

The choice of words was odd, 
owner Karl Edmonds said.

It seemed derogatory towards 
people from Indian descent, and 
neither he, nor his staff, had that 
background. 

“It’s ridiculous because [the 
vandals] are not achieving any-
thing,” he told The Profile.

“I don’t know if they’re aiming 
it at me, at my business, or my 
staff… using those words, who is 
it aimed at?” 

Karl said the sign, near the 
Kōpū Bridge, had been targeted 
three times over the Christmas-
New Year period, and the van-
dals had also tagged the bridge. 
The first two times, it was 
cleaned up by Higgins for free. 

“It’s frustrating, because we’re 
all busy trying to run a busi-
ness and you’ve got to deal with 
d*ckheads doing something like 
that, but good on the school for 
going and cleaning it.” 

Thames South School year 
7 and 8 students went out last 
week with the kura’s caretaker, 

Thames South School pupils take a stand beneath the billboard they cleaned with some handmade signs of their own.       Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

Barry Priest, to take matters into 
their own hands and hopefully 
remove the graffiti for good.

Teacher and assistant princi-
pal Whaea Tineka Rhind said the 
students wanted to show every-
body was welcome to Thames, 
and that the racism did not re-
flect the wider community.

“I commute from Auckland to 
work every day, and I’ve been 
seeing it since last month, so I 

took a photo of it, and discussed 
it as a topic of discussion with my 
students, and I got their opin-
ions,” she said. 

“As you can imagine, they 
weren’t very happy about it.”

With most of her students be-
ing Māori, Whaea Tineka said 
one took a particular dislike to 
the words, highlighting the fact 
that they could be seen before 
the pouwhenua (carved posts) 

on the Kōpū Bridge. 
“It became a personal thing for 

them,” she said. 
“They were very passionate 

about going up and trying to get 
rid of it.” 

The kura (school) caretaker 
Barry Priest put together a con-
coction that would scrub the bill-
board clean, and though Whaea 
Tineka said they’d hoped to re-
move the graffiti before the Wait-

angi long weekend, it was good 
to finally have it gone. It was also 
good for “anybody else who has 
to pass that sign”, she said. 

The GBD was now looking 
at installing electric wiring and 
cameras to deter the vandals 
even further.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Council rejects 
plea to rescind 
lower speed limits
Hauraki councillors have 

rejected another council’s 
call for support in its battle 
against lower speed limits. 

Hastings District Council has 
lodged a petition with central 
government, asking for Waka 
Kotahi New 
Zealand Trans-
port Agency to 
rescind its de-
cision to per-
manently lower 
the speed limit 
on State High-
way 5, between 
Rangitaiki and 
Esk Valley, 
from 100kmh to 
80kmh.

It believes 
a blanket ap-
proach to speed reduction on 
the state highway will negative-
ly impact the region’s economy, 
residents, and visitors.

But two Hauraki district 
councillors said they would “in 
no way” provide any support 
due to the road’s known dan-
gers. 

“On Waka Kotahi’s website, 
it says that between 2010 and 
2019, 16 people were killed and 
75 were seriously injured in 
crashes on SH5 between Taupo 

and Napier.
Since December, 2019, a fur-

ther nine people have lost their 
lives in six fatal crashes. All but 
one of these occurred on that 
stretch of road - Rangitaiki to 
Esk Valley,” Waihī councillor 
Anne-Marie Spicer said at a 
meeting on February 9. 

“So, on that 
alone, I’m sorry, 
but I’m against 
signing this pe-
tition and sup-
porting them on 
it.” 

Her fellow 
ward councillor, 
Duncan Smea-
ton, agreed.

“New Zea-
land’s road fa-
tality rate per 
100,000 people 

(4.4 per 100,000) is nothing to 
be proud of whatsoever. Hav-
ing lived in a family where there 
was a fatality when I was a very 
young person… once someone 
is dead, they’re dead forever, 
and the effects and impacts of 
that go on forever,” he said.

“So, there’s no way that I can 
put away any support for this 
petition.” 

The petition brings to mind 
Hauraki’s own deadly high-
way - State Highway 2 which 

flows through the Karanga-
hake Gorge. A Valley Profile 
series last year reported that 
in the past five years, Waka 
Kotahi NZ Transport Agency 
figures showed there had been 
68 crashes in the Karangahake 
Gorge, including one fatal, two 
serious, 18 minor and 47 non-
injury crashes.

Around 15 years ago, com-
munity members successfully 
advocated to reduce the gorge’s 
speed limit from 100kmh to 
80kmh, but now called for the 
area surrounding The Talis-
man Cafe to be permanently 
reduced to at least 60kmh.

This past summer, the speed 

was reduced temporarily to 
50kmh around the entrance 
to the gorge’s popular walk-
ing tracks. Mayor Toby Adams 
agreed the highway would be 
better suited as a scenic route, 
with intervals of 50km/h 
speeds, earlier saying that “eve-
rybody in this world just works 
at a ridiculous pace”.

Now, with NZTA currently 
reviewing the speed limits 
along State Highway 2, Mayor 
Adams last week stood firm on 
his stance that speed contrib-
uted to deaths on the road.

“As much as mayors and 
councillors can say it’s not 
speed, it’s the road… it’s speed. 

The road doesn’t make a dif-
ference. If you’re travelling at 
100kmh, you have more of a 
chance of dying than you have 
if you’re travelling at 80kmh,” 
he said. 

“So, I actually support the 
dropping in speed.” 

Elected members voted 
unanimously not to allow May-
or Adams to sign the petition 
on behalf of council. The peti-
tion closes on February 18 and 
as of February 9, had obtained 
8000 signatures. 

Two Hauraki councillors say they would “in no way” support another council’s call to lower speed limits.      

“Having lived in a 
family where there was 
a fatality... the effects 
and impacts of that go 

on forever, so there’s no 
way that I can put away 

any support for this 
petition.” 

- Duncan Smeaton

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2015 Ssangyong Korando 
Ltd 2.0 Ltr Auto, 

Low 85 km

$14,990
Value

2009 Holden Cruze
1.8 Ltr, Auto, NZ New, Mint 

Condition

$9,990

2006 Mercedes Benz E350
V6 Auto, Good kms, 
Immac Condition

$8,990
Only

2013 Ford Mondeo
2.2 Ltr, Auto, Superb 
Condition

$9,990
Only

$6,990

2007 Nissan Cube
1.5 Ltr Auto, Low kms, 

Top Condition

Just

$11,990

2014 Great Wall X240
2.4 Ltr, 5 Spd Manual, 4WD, Low 92 

km, Top Value & Condition

$5,990

2001 Nissan X-Trail
2.0 Ltr, Auto, 4WD

Bargain
$7,990

2008 Ford Fairmont Ghia
V6 Auto, Fully Optioned, Top Value 
Special

NOW

Measures help students adjust to masks
Miller Avenue School in 

Paeroa is holding regular 
outdoor mask breaks in an ef-
fort to control students’ emo-
tional wellbeing during the 
current mask mandate. 

Under the Covid-19 red traf-
fic light setting, masks must be 
worn indoors by all staff and 
students years 4-13.

Miller Avenue School prin-
cipal Richard Wilkinson told 
The Profile the outdoor mask 
breaks would take place for 20 
minutes during classtime for 
year 4 to 8 students, who will  
keep to their bubbles.

“Kids aren’t used to wearing 
masks and a lot of them don’t 
know why they have these anx-
ieties around mask wearing, 
especially students year 4 and 
upwards,” he said.

“You could have a child 
who’s sitting behind a mask 
who’s absolutely freaking out 
and we won’t even know until 
their eyes start watering.

“So for them to just go out-
side for 20 minutes, take their 
masks off and run around gives 
them some sort of normality.” 

When students re-enter their 
classroom, they must sanitise, 
and anytime they touch their 
masks, they must sanitise 
again. 

Richard said students were 
gently reminded to keep their 
masks on indoors. 

“It’s so new to them and will 
take them some time to ad-
just,” he said. 

“We’ve got a very good cul-

Miller Avenue School’s year 4 to 8 students need to wear masks at school under the Covid-19 red traffic light setting.        Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

ture in this school where if 
someone isn’t wearing their 
mask properly, the kids will be 
very gentle about telling them.” 

Richard said some students 
had applied for mask exemp-
tions.

“We have a number of par-
ents whose children suffer 
from asthma and the trauma of 
wearing a mask can bring on an 
attack,” he said.

“So we’ve given them a link 

to the official channels to apply 
for a mask exemption.”

Richard said the chool com-
municated the mask mandate 
message to parents from De-
cember, using different chan-
nels to cater to all accessibili-
ties. “Rather than throwing out 
the information all in one hit, 
we did it in snippets,” he said.  

“We used our social me-
dia page to remind parents 
they have to send their kids to 

school with their masks, and we 
did that three or four times.”

Miller Avenue school also 
used the Skool Loop app and 
newsletters or notices to com-
municate with parents.

Richard said his school had 
a plan of attack set out by the 
Ministry of Health to capture 
all details of a student or stu-
dents who got Covid-19.

“The student or students 
have to be isolated, and then 

we’ll work through a process of 
identifying which kids were in 
that class and then we’ll work 
on a plan to advise the parents 
and then expect them to get 
their kids tested,” he said. 

Richard said although he 
couldn’t legally ask students if 
they had been vaccinated, he 
knew a lot of the year 7-8 stu-
dents were vaccinated over the 
holidays in preparation for get-
ting back to school.



06 THE VALLEY PROFILE, February 16, 2022   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Looking to volunteer for your community?
Volunteering beneets the organisations, community and the
volunteer’s. Learn new skills, meet new people and gain satisfactions.
We have a range of community programmes for you:

Opportunity shop.
Our St John Opportunity shop provides the income that helps us to
pprovide and maintain our Community Service programmes. We have
vacancies for volunteer shop staff and delivery drivers. 

Youth Programmes.
There are some vacancies on our St John Youth programmes for
children aged 6  to 8 years and youth from 8 to 18 years. For those 18+
we have positions for Youth Leaders. 

Health Shuttles.
WWe have vacancies for volunteer drivers for our shuttles based in
Thames and Paeroa. We are also looking to recruit a volunteer
Shuttle groomer(s) to help keep our shuttles clean.

Friends of the Emergency Department and Hospital
This is a great opportunity to help support and befriend patients and 
families at Thames Hospital.  No clinical skills required. 

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

TTo end out more information please call Nikki on:
(07) 868 0555 or email nikki.tyrrell-baxter@stjohn.org.nz

St John Thames

Pre order your 
KN95 Masks. 
Available in 

black & white. 
Arriving shortly.

• Cushions        • Jewellery       • Wall Art   
• MASKS    • Handbags & Accessories    

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Thames ‘cafe boy’ in new doco series
A week of being followed 

around by a camera crew, 
sharing an inside look at his 
life at his parents’ cafe, made 
Brooklyn Jiang realise that 
“family always has your back”. 

The 12-year-old Thames 
High School student was part 
of the creation of a new docu-
mentary series called Takeout 
Kids.

Directed by Julie Zhu, it 
offers an intimate glimpse 
into the everyday lives of four 
young people growing up in 
their parents’ restaurants and 
takeaway shops - and the way 
this impacts their own coming 
of age. 

Spanning the length of 
Aotearoa and ranging from the 
introverted to the extroverted, 
each standalone episode fol-
lows the life of a different take-
out kid, including Brooklyn, 
from Sunburst Coffee Lounge 
in Thames.

Brooklyn’s parents, Lim 
Heng Yuen and Tola Bo, are 
originally from Cambodia and 
have had the cafe on Pollen St 
since Brooklyn was 10 months 
old, he said. 

He’s grown up in the family 
business, but told The Profile 
he preferred the quiet mo-
ments in the cafe, when the 
customers had gone and the 
doors were closed.

Brooklyn Jiang is part of the creation of a new documentary series called Takeout Kids.                    Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED P7

“After the shop closes, we 
just run around and hang 
around here,” he said. 

“But everyone knows me as 

‘The Cafe Boy’.”
Brooklyn has two younger 

siblings, Katelyn and Kaycee, 
and speaks highly of his par-

ents, whom he said started 
from “nothing”.

“Mum had a hard time; she 
came here as a teenager and 

had to learn a whole different 
language. I’m very proud of 
how [mum and dad] made



www.valleyprofi le.co.nz     February 16, 2022, THE VALLEY PROFILE 07

201 Pollen St • www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963 Paul Saunders 021 220 0098

0800 11 11 10

2015 M��������� 
P����� E����� 

2017 K�� R�� LX 2017 M��������� 
L����� GT� 

2018 M��������� E������ 
C���� VRX

2014-2019 M��������� T������, 
������ �� 7

$43,995 $15,995 $22,995 $32,995 FROM $26,995

Saunders Mitsubishi

PRE LOVED VEHICLES Finance Available

3.2L, T/D, 7 seat, top spec  
1.4L, 26k’s, NZ new   

2.4l, one owner 31k’s 2wd & 4x4 32km’s 

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

• Reachers 
• Sock Aids
• Walking Sticks
• Continence Products
• Bathroom & Toilet Aids

We do our best to source other products on request

DAILY LIVING PRODUCTS

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) • Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 • E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE

something from nothing.” 
And when asked what he 

learned from the documentary 
process and growing up in 
the Sunburst Coff ee Lounge, 
Brooklyn said: “your family 
always has your back, no mat-
ter what”.

Takeout Kids launched this 
week, with all four episodes 
available to view on The 
Spinoff  online.

Director Julie Zhu said the 
series showed how the kids 
moved between home and 
school, at times juggling mul-
tiple languages and responsi-
bilities.

“Some of them are close with 
their parents, some have more 
distance. Some love working 
and showing off  their profes-
sionalism, while others are 
just waiting for shifts to be 
over,” she said.

“What excites me about 
these young people and their 
stories is the ordinariness of 
their lives, but the uniqueness 
and unexpected moments that 
occur regardless, making the 
point that everyone’s lives are 
rich and complex if you dig 
deep enough to understand.

“On a more subtle level, the 
series questions the cost to 
families, very often immigrant 
families, who work so hard to 
provide for their children,” she 
said. 

“The kids bear witness 
to their family’s sacrifi ces, 
whether they are conscious or 
not of this.”

ABOVE: The series follows 
Brooklyn Jiang, 12, as he 

grows up in his parent’s cafe in 
Thames.

RIGHT: Brooklyn says “family 
always has your back” - he has 

two younger siblings, and a 
mum and dad originally from 

Cambodia. 
Photos: SUPPLIED

CONTINUED FROM P6

The Valley Profi le publishes 
an arts page every 

2nd month. If you are 
interested in supporting 

this page, please contact 
Nikki for more information. 

There are limited spaces 
available.

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

JOIN OUR ARTS PAGE



08 THE VALLEY PROFILE, February 16, 2022   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

This residentially zoned 210m2 building (more or less) 

and 1012m2 (more or less) section packs in plenty with 

eight bedrooms, five bathrooms, three kitchens, sleepout 

and plenty of indoor and outdoor living areas. Located 

opposite the stunning Karangahake Gorge walkways 

and rivers which are one of NZ’s most popular day 

walks and bike trails. This could potentially be split into 

three separate self-contained rentals or it could suit 

a large family. Currently it is operating as a profitable 

accommodation business despite locked borders so there 

is room to improve income post covid.

Big family home, accomodation business or passive rentals?

Deadline Sale

Closing Tuesday 15 Mar 

1:00pm (unless sold prior)

View By Appointment

harcourts.co.nz/PY2298

3 Moresby Street, Karangahake

Matt Bowie

M 027 337 2916

matt.bowie@naiharcourts.co.nz

naiharcourts.co.nz

Sealey & Queen Sts, Thames   Ph Pete  027 2577 777

2.3L diesel, 4WD, 
50,000ks.   

2018 Nissan Navara ST  2008 Mitsubishi Triton    

$43,990 $25,990
3.2L diesel, 4WD, 
double cab, fl at deck   

Authorised by Scott Simpson, 
614 Pollen St, Thames.  

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Contact me anytime

Winners announced in Paeroa art awards
Two winners of this year’s 

Annual Art Awards exhibi-
tion hosted by Paeroa Society 
of Arts “couldn’t believe” they’d 
won for their artworks. 

Kathy Bland of Paeroa won 
first prize in the spring section 
with Spring Tui and Shirley 
Thomas of Te Aroha won first 
prize in the painting section 
with West Coast Beauty.

The pottery section was won 
by Denise Judd with Black 
Sculpture, and the other media 
section was won by Elise Belov-
ic with Metal Eden.

Kathy told The Profile her in-
spiration for Spring Tui came 
from a photo she took of a Tui 
in her kōwhai  tree.

“I planted a kōwhai tree in my 
garden a few years ago and last 
year a tūī came in. I stood be-
hind my curtains and poked my 
long lens out the window and it 
got a bit used to me so I could 
take a few photos,” she said.

“I work out the composition 
and the lighting first then be-
cause I take photos in raw for-
mat, I tweak them a little bit to 
give them contrast and make 
them stand out.”

Kathy said she got into pho-
tography during her 20s when 
she belonged to the Henderson 
Camera Club and used to go to 
Speedway and wanted to learn 
how to take better photos. 

“After I bought my first digi-
tal camera in 2004, I went to 
a class run by a guy who used 
to be president of the Manu-

Spring section winner Kathy Bland, left, with Spring Tui, Paeroa Society of Arts director, Jessica Lines, 
painting section winner Shirley Thomas with West Coast Beauty.                      Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

kau Camera Club, which I later 
joined and joined the Howick 
Camera Club as well, and from 
there it was about learning and 
more practice,” she said.

Kathy also participated in the 
awards last year with two of her 
photos, picking up second place 
and commended prizes.

Shirley said her inspiration 
for West Coast Beauty depict-

ing the Fox Glacier area came 
from an AA Travel Book.

“Something about the West 
Coast is special. I’ve been 
through the West Coast and I 
think the scenery’s beautiful,” 
she said.

“Every minute of the day the 
scenery changes, it’s better to 
paint a morning or evening one 
with mist and [art’s] been my 

whole world and enjoyment.” 
Shirley said she’d done art for 

43 years. 
“I’d come off a farm in Te 

Aroha and was very homesick 
from the farm and the sheep,  
and after a year I plucked up 
courage and went to a German 
artist who was traveling around 
the Waikato giving art lessons,” 
she said.

“He taught me how to paint 
skies, trees and reflections and 
I kept getting lessons from him 
for six years.

“My paintings grow as I start 
them, from my heart through 
my head and out through my 
hands.”

Shirley had previously won 
a first place prize for one of 
her paintings eight years ago 
when the awards were called 
the members exhibition, has 
has won the Thames Summer 
Festival Art Award twice and 
received many national awards.

Paeroa Society of Arts di-
rector Jessica Lines said she 
was “overjoyed” by this year’s 
awards.

“We put in so much hard work 
and in these Covid-19 times I 
was nervous because I didn’t 
know if we would have enough 
entries,” she said.

This year’s awards consisted 
of 103 entries plus the guests’ 
artwork. 

“All the art gives me joy, just 
to see all the variety of different 
styles and levels, I just love it,” 
Jessica said. 

“The public have had some 
really good reactions to all of 
the artwork and pretty much 
every day since opening we’ve 
had a sale, so that’s awesome 
for us. May it continue for the 
rest of this month.”

Jessica said the public also 
really like that they can par-
ticipate in voting in the people’s 
choice award which is set to be 
announced on February 25.

The awards will continue un-
til February 28.



www.valleyprofi le.co.nz     February 16, 2022, THE VALLEY PROFILE 09

Thames Vaccination Centre
Goldfields Shopping Centre, 100 Mary Street

9am - 4.30pm Tuesday -Saturday

Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki
COVID-19 vaccinations are available from our 

whānau health centres freephone 0508 835 676

There are lots of vaccination clinic options including mobile clinics
To find a dedicated vaccination clinic near you check out the Waikato DHB Facebook page, 

or visit our website at www.waikatodhb.health.nz/covid19mobile
You can also get your vaccination at GPs and some pharmacies. 

For Waikato locations visit www.healthpoint.co.nz/covid-19-vaccination/waikato
Come along, bring the whānau and meet the friendly teams.

Including tamariki 5-11 years
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House & Site Works • Farming & Rural Demolition
Retaining Walls & Drilling • Civil Earthworks • Landscaping

All Cartage Requirements

PHONE  0800 MONRAD
WWW.MONRADEARTHWORX.CO.NZ

Earthworks and Cartage

RuralRural LifeLife

Students are hard at work weeding.                               Photos: SUPPLIED/HPC

Students 
enjoy fruits 
of labour 
Hauraki Plains College students enjoyed the fruits 
of their labour at Hayward Farm last week, when 
time spent weeding around fruit trees was re-
warded with buckets of tasty produce.

Katie Pope gets started on picking the fruit.
Brock Jackson, left, and Tyler Tahitahi with a huge 
pile of weeds.

Kyle Beaver, left, gets to work with the crew. Dylan Adams finds some fruit to pick.

Teacher Brett Harris, right, gives some direction.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Mid-drive motors
Our range of mid-drive 

motors bring proven 
reliability, high torque, and 

near silent opera� on

High quality ba� eries
Ba� eries are the heart of 
the system. We use only 

the very bestcells from LG 
and Samsung for maximum 

power and longevity  

Your favourite bike can now be electric. See Miles about conversion

36V 36V

36V36V

300W 612Wh

864Wh500W

Commute
Touring
Weekend

60 km range

80 km range
Off  road
Cargo
Heavy-load

RuralRural LifeLife
Ag industry groups urge vaccination
Agricultural industry groups 

say vaccination and plan-
ning are the best defences 
against Covid-19 causing dis-
ruptions on farm.

Rural Support Trust chair 
and farmer Neil Bateup urged 
rural communities to get their 
boosters to help prevent possi-
ble disruptions to meat process-
ing, work forces and the wider 
supply chain, particularly at a 
time when the dry weather has 
been already testing the agricul-
tural sector.

“The need to self-isolate will 
bring challenges to farming 
families and their businesses,” 
Mr Bateup said. 

“It is important to think and 
talk to your family and neigh-
bours about what you would 
do to continue your operations 
should you, a team member or 
a family member contract Cov-
id-19.”

The trust has been work-
ing with district health boards, 
Ministry of Social Develop-
ment and Ministry for Primary 
Industries, with input from 
various agricultural industries, 
Waikato Civil Defence Group 
and Auckland Emergency Man-
agement as part of the Waikato 
Primary Industries Adverse 
Event Cluster, to plan how best 
to support rural communities 
during Covid-19.

Mr Bateup said if a farmer or 
a grower contracted Covid-19, 
they would be asked by their re-

Rural Support Trust chair and farmer Neil Bateup urges rural communities to get their boosters.   Photo: SUPPLIED

spective DHB if they would like 
to be referred to the Rural Sup-
port Trust for support.

“We encourage you to allow 
this referral, and don’t hesitate 
to make contact if there is a 
need. We can tailor support to 
suit your needs and listen to any 
concerns you may have. We can 
also help navigate challenges 
and utilise the network across 
agencies where needed.

“Our rural communities will 
need to come together and sup-
port each other as Covid-19 
spreads,” Mr Bateup said.

Hauraki-Coromandel Feder-
ated Farmers president Rob 
Craw said maize crops were var-
iable and harvesters were out 
earlier than normal.

“There is not a lot being of-
fered on the market, but this 
year is not one to take a chance 

as the ability to destock quickly 
may not be as easy within an 
Omicron environment,” Mr 
Craw said.

The Waikato Primary Indus-
tries Adverse Event Cluster will 
continue to meet as needed in 
response to Covid-19 and the 
climatic conditions. 

Waikato Federated Farmers 
president Jacqui Hann said con-
tingencies were needed as it was 

highly likely everyone would 
become either a close contact or 
contract Covid-19.

“Focus on planning ahead for 
supplies as Covid continues to 
play havoc with supply chain 
logistics. If we get sick, we may 
not be able to work, some for a 
longer amount of time than oth-
ers, and in critical situations we 
might end up in hospital. Be-
ing prepared will put us on the 
front foot.”

The Waikato Rural Support 
Trust has facilitators who are 
rural people and work with in-
dustry bodies and partners to 
navigate, support and help ac-
cess relevant, practical infor-
mation, advice and support to 
the rural community. Its ser-
vices are confidential.

The Waikato Primary Indus-
tries Adverse Event Cluster 
covers the South Auckland and 
Waikato regions and was set 
up in 2016 to bring together 
agencies from the primary in-
dustries, central and local gov-
ernment to prepare for and co-
ordinate responses to adverse 
events.  

At a meeting last week, it 
heard that the wider region was 
rapidly moving up the scale on 
the NZ Drought Index, thanks 
to a dry January.

While there was some good 
soaking rain recently to tem-
per the dry spell of the last six 
weeks, NIWA predicts a num-
ber of dry weeks will follow.
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PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under REAA 2008 Helping grow the country

pggwre.co.nz/MOR35585

NEW LISTING

PURIRI 141 Neavesville Road
Look No Further

Do you need a solid low maintenance home with good grazing
and lots of shedding not far from town and handy to Auckland,
Hamilton and Tauranga? Then look no further we have the
perfect spot for you. Spacious and sunny tidy 50’s brick three
bedroom home on 4.9 ha (more or less) of flat grazing land
divided into 13 paddocks. Open plan kitchen and dining with log
burner. Three big double bedrooms and duel access bathroom,
separate lounge with open fire. Patio area and room to expand
alfresco space if desired. Beautiful Rimu floors and new carpet.
Peaceful and private with rural outlook and bush backdrop. This
versatile lifestyle property has multiple outbuildings offering all

sorts of options. Double garaging plus tandem single garage.
Car/boat/caravan port and storage sheds, stable and tack room.
Old school walk through milking shed. Large barn/shed with
skylights ideal for calves, chooks, pigs, goats or alternatively
horticulture. Loading race and plenty of off street parking and
turning space. The lovely, fenced gardens are well established
with trees, shrubs, raised vege beds and an orchard. There are
two primary schools close by, swimming holes, bush walks,
hunting and world famous fishing just up the coast.
Viewing is by appointment.

3 1 4

$1.2M GST Inclusive

VIEW By Appointment Only

E johan.vandeput@pggwrightson.co.nz
M 021 964 070
Johan Van de Put

E emma.muir@pggwrightson.co.nz
M 027 210 1803
Emma Muir

RURAL | LIFESTYLE | RESIDENTIAL

Father and daughter die within hours
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

Elizabeth Wilson and her 
24-year-old daughter Mag-

gie found the city of Auckland in 
1923 quite a change from their 
hometown of Paeroa but were 
successfully negotiating their way 
to where their husband and fa-
ther, George, lay seriously ill in a 
private hospital in Grafton Rd.

As the outward bound Domin-
ion Rd tram car left the Grafton 
Bridge stop, they both went to the 
front platform and, with the tram 
travelling at a fair pace, inexpli-
cably stepped off it. Motorman 
John Parks saw Mrs Wilson fall 
first and as he applied the brakes, 
saw someone else come off the 
tram. Mrs Wilson was not hurt 
but Maggie had severe head and 
back injuries. She was rushed to 
Auckland hospital where she re-
mained unconsciousness, dying 
the next day at 2.30pm.

In a terrible coincidence, 
60-year-old George had died 
the night before. Elizabeth Wil-
son had lost both husband and 
daughter within hours of each 
other. At the inquest Mrs Wilson 
said she thought the tram had 

The Wilson’s grave at Pukerimu cemetery, Paeroa.                          Photo: SUPPLIED

stopped. When Frederick Butler, 
conductor on the tram, asked why 
she had not rung the bell, she said 
she had overlooked it.

The coroner found that Mag-
gie’s death was caused by a skull 
fracture, due to getting off a tram 
when it was in motion. There was 
no blame attachable to the mo-
torman or the conductor. The be-
reavement blighted a family life 
that started with so much promise.

George and Elizabeth had mar-
ried in 1888 in the first marriage 
ceremony to take place in the new 
Presbyterian Church at Clevedon.

Reverend Norrie presented the 
pair with a family bible, advising 
them to follow its teachings. As 
the bridal party drove away, their 
friends threw showers of rice after 
them. 

The Wilsons lived at Paparimu, 
Hunua, for a time and had three 
children. In 1912, the family took 
up residence at a property in 
Paeroa, which they had purchased 
some time previously. George also 
purchased Gibbons’ farm of 1100 
acres at Netherton, which was 
named the Wirihana Estate.

George was considered “one 
of the right kinds of settlers” for 
the area who took a keen inter-
est in local affairs. He founded 
the Paeroa Engineering Com-
pany, was a very active member 
of the Hauraki Agricultural Asso-
ciation and a staunch supporter of 
the Paeroa Presbyterian Church.

By 1919, son Reginald had mar-
ried in Scotland, and daughter 
Elizabeth, her husband and small 
son were living at Wirihana with 

George, Elizabeth and Maggie. In 
October of that year, George put 
the Wirihana Estate up for sale. 

The 600 acre property, adver-
tised as being in “the rich Hau-
raki Plains - a land of wealth”, had 
been surveyed into 11 farms of 50 
to 57 acres. The double funeral for 
Maggie and George was held at 
Paeroa’s Pukerimu cemetery and 
was one of the largest ever seen in 
the district. “Only those who knew 
him can understand our loss,” 
said a memoriam notice of George 
placed in newspapers a year later 
by family. Maggie was remem-
bered as: “So dear, so sweet, so 
kind, so true, and was always good 
to you. Just too good to live, but 
not too good to die.” 

Wilson Rd, Netherton, is named 
after the family.

Up to $500 from each ward in the 
Hauraki district will be used to pro-
vide financial aid in the aftermath 
of Tonga’s deadly volcanic eruption.

Hauraki District Council last week 
voted to contribute no more than 
$1500 to the Tongan recovery, fol-
lowing a call to help from local 
community leaders. In January, 
the explosive volcanic eruption of 
Hunga Tonga–Hunga Ha’apai set 
off an atmospheric shockwave and 
generated metres-high tsunamis. It 
devastated much of Tonga and has 
led to the need for a humanitarian 
response, with both New Zealand 
and Australia taking a pivotal role.

The council was approached by 
Infrastructure New Zealand, who 
offered to coordinate an industry 
response, while the president of 
the Thames and Paeroa Tongan 
Fundraising Committee, Alby Tukia, 
also wrote seeking assistance by 
way of sponsorship, donations, or 
resources that would help with the 
recovery effort. 

Mr Tukia, who earlier told The 
Profile he had family living in Ton-
ga, wrote that “hearing from our 
families and seeing photographs of 
the damage has been difficult and 
tough”. He was asking local busi-
nesses for “whatever assistance 
they can provide”. 

The council’s governance leader-
ship team will now meet to decide 
the appropriate organisation to re-
ceive the funds, and determine the 
funding level. 

HDC donates 
to Tonga relief
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 408 Willoughby Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/408-willoughby-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 -

Enquiries over $695,000 

Waiomu, 611A Thames Coast Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/611a-thames-coast-road-waiomu

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 2 1

Price by Negotiation

Paeroa,12 Buchanan Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/12-buchanan-paeroa

Open Home Sat 1.00pm - 1.30pm 

3 2 1 2

Enquiries Over $950,000 

Waiomu, 600 Thames Coast Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/600-thames-coast-road-waiomu

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 2 1 4

Enquiries over $1,300,000

Thames,19 Puriri Valley Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/19-puriri-valley-road-thames-1

Phone for a Private Viewing 

3 1 1 2

Price By Negotiation

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Paeroa, 60A Puke Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/60a-puke-road-paeroa

Phone for a Private Viewing 

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $695,000 

Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

Paeroa Offers Over $599,000

NEW

LISTING

• 1940s character & charm, wood burner, insulated
• Modern bathroom, kitchen, separate lounge
• Dble garage & dbl carport. Close to town

RG1943 1213

Paeroa Offers Over $580,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 brms, modern kitchen, wood burner, heat pump
• Single garage + workshop, HRV, insulation
• 531m2 (more or less) section, handy to town

RG1945 1113

9594 Paeroa Kopu Road Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

NEW

LISTING

Deadline Tuesday 1st March, 4pm. Will not be sold
prior. Price guide: Offers in excess of $395,000.
This 924m2 (more or less) section located in Kopu.

RT5681

107A Tararu Road Offers Over $580,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

This is a solid 1940's entry level to being a home
owner or a great investment property. Three to four
bedroom, open plan living with Heat Pump.

RT5673 113

Paeroa Offers Over $450,000 (Inc GST)

• Elevated Section 1.096 hectares (more or less)
• Set in a picturesque valley on sealed road
• Subject to title

RRP222

10 Darlington Street Offers Over $740,000

NEW

LISTING

• Tidy 3Dbl bdrm home, well fenced gardens
• Double garage plus double carport
• Phone the Ngatea office on 07 867 7800

RN1414 1213

408 Tararu Road, Thames Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 1-1:30PM

DEADLINE SALE - Offers to be received no later
than 4pm Wednesday 16th February. May be sold
prior. Offers in excess of $620,000.

RT5679 112

318 Parawai Road, Thames By Negotiation

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 1-1:30PM

This property offers everything you might want,
from a cute little family home, investment property
or a starter onto the property ladder.

RT5670 1113

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 
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Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors, 

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565  Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Riders wait for their turn on the skills course held on the Ngatea netball courts.                  Photos: TERESA RAMSEY

Twists 
& Turns
Motorcycle riders improved 

their slow riding skills 
in a fundraising event at the 
Ngatea netball courts on Sat-
urday.

Organiser Trevor Birchall 
said eighteen riders took part, 
including three instructors 
who volunteered their time 
for the annual Twists & Turns 
event, which raised $260 for 
Hauraki Women’s Refuge.

“Although we did not have 
as many attend Twist & Turns 
as I expected, I can definitely 
say everyone there improved 
their slow riding skills over the 
day,” he said.

“I think many were put off 
because of the weather fore-
cast, only we had no rain while 
training, it only started when I 
was on my way home.

“The venue we had was 
excellent, quite a lot larger 
than we have used in the past, 
however, we were able to use 
the whole area with different 
exercises.”

Entrants came from 
Waitākere, Auckland, Puke-
kohe, Turua, Whangamata, 
Thames, Waihī Beach, Te 
Aroha, Paeroa, Morrinsville 
and Ngatea. Most were Ulyss-
es Club members, with a few 
friends of members attending. 

Bikes varied in size and 
style, and the ages of the en-
trants were also as varied, Mr 
Birchall said.

The event would not have 
happened without instructors 
John Heebink and Barry Hol-
land, who came down from 
Auckland to help, he said.

“Really a big thank you to 
you both.

“Thanks also to Hauraki Dis-
trict Council for promoting the 
event and contacting Waikato 
Road Safety division for the 
donation of all the scarves the 
entrants received. 

“Thanks must go Ngatea 
Netball Association for the use 
of the courts, thanks to both 
Hauraki Council and Ngatea 
Primary School for use of the 
cones, Bruz MacGregor for the 
loan of his trailer and my wife 
and Wayne Larson for recep-
tion and collecting the money.

“Thanks to all who donated 
generously.” Instructor John Heebink demonstrates the course.

A rider makes his way around the skills course. Instructor Barry Holland gives some tips.

Instructor Trevor Birchall, right, briefs riders about the day ahead.

By TERESA RAMSEY
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2019  Toyota CH-R, Limited, one owner, 
 very low kms     $35,990
2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, Leather, Alloys $49,990
2018  Toyota Hilux, prerunner, Cruiser, top spec, 
 low kms       $47,990
2018 Toyota CH-R, Turbo, AWD, NZ New  $29,990
2018  Subaru XV, Prem, AWD, T/bar, Top spec model $34,990
2018   Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross, NZ New,   $25,990
2017 Toyota Corolla GLX, Hatch, Auto, Alloys $21,990
2016  Mitsubishi Triton, x/cab,4wd,auto, fl atdeck  $29,990
2016 Toyota Hilux S/Cab, 2WD, 2.8 T/Diesel $29,990
2016  Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys  $17,990
2015  Toyota RAV4 2.5 ltr AWD, GXL, T/Bar   $28,790

2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, 3.5P  $49,990
2018  Toyota Rav4 GX 2.5P AWD SIGNATURE CLASS $34,290
2018  Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 ltr, Auto $19,990
2017  Toyota Hilux SR5 LTD 2.8TD 4WD Eclipse Black  $57,990
2017  Toyota Hilux SR5 LTD 2.8TD 4WD Inferno Orange  $57,990
2017  Toyota C-HR 1.2PT/CVT     $32,990
2017  Toyota Corolla GLX 1.8P Hatchback, 
 Alloy wheels, Reverse Camera, Auto   $19,990
2016  Toyota Yaris GX 1.3P Auto, Reverse Camera  $12,990
2015  Nissan Pulsar ST 1.8L NZ New    $13,990
2014  Toyota Corolla GX 1.8P Sedan, Auto, 
 Reverse Camera      $12,990
2011 Toyota Hilux 2.7P 2WD SC 5M    $21,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance -         Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance -          Kent Ravenhill  027 878 0642

2019  Toyota Hilux Sr5 Cruiser    
2.8TD 4WD low kms, towbar, ute master load-lid, 
nudge bar 

2019 Toyota Hilux 
SR5 Cruiser
2wd, Top spec

$64,990$45,990

2019 Suzuki S-cross   Prestige, 
NZ New,  

Very Tidy 

2019 Mitsubishi ASX
NZ New, 
Good kms 

2018 Kia Sportage 
2.0 Ltr T/diesel,  
One Owner,
AWD

2020 Kia Rio      Auto, One Owner, 
Nice in Sporty Blue

$24,990 $24,990

$35,990$21,990

THAMES VALLEY KIA
321 Pollen Street, Thames

Ph 07 868 8951
Paul Griffi n 021 169 4036
www.ThamesKia.co.nz
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

990

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  State, 4  Crucible, 9  Salami, 14  Cower, 15  Turn over a new leaf, 17  Miser, 18  Rug, 
19  Schools, 20  Realistic, 21  Biased, 24  Hindrance, 25  Useful, 26  Hamper, 29  Unobserved, 
31  Met, 32  Sultan, 33  Drum, 35  Ice, 37  Fell, 39  Realigned, 40  Squeezing, 41  Yells, 42  Candidly, 
47  Impotent, 51  Parts, 55  Repulsive, 56  Verdigris, 58  Ulna, 59  Vie, 60  Brim, 61  Behave, 62  Lei, 
63  Washington, 66  Silent, 67  Pursue, 69  Whirlwind, 72  Subdue, 73  Egotistic, 75  Iterate, 77  Emu, 
80  Ebony, 81  Run like clockwork, 82  Ended, 83  Ascend, 84  Register, 85  Drawn. 

DOWN: 2  Truncheon, 3  Tango, 5  Rare, 6  Canteen, 7  Bewilderment, 8  Evens, 9  Suffice, 10  Lime, 
11  Mosaic, 12  Award, 13  Trigger, 14  Crystal, 16  Volunteered, 22  Trivia, 23  Cutlass, 24  Hobbled, 
25  Untidy, 27  Porcine, 28  Vacuum, 30  Dais, 32  Sells, 34  Might, 36  Zero, 38  Era, 42  Carob, 
43  Nuptial, 44  Idle, 45  Loiter, 46  Grave, 48  Pessimistic, 49  Trudged, 50  Nun, 51  Pegasus, 
52  Svelte, 53  Brainwashing, 54  View, 57  Result, 64  Overthrow, 65  Enabled, 66  Sleeper, 
68  Sugared, 70  Iciness, 71  Jurors, 72  Suede, 74  Tenor, 76  Rower, 78  Tyre, 79  Clue.

57

ACROSS
1  Very small mark (5)
4  Offend further 
someone already 
wronged (3,6,2,6)
12  Upon (2)
15  Smell (5)
16  French construction 
(6,5)
17  Slimy cob (anag)(8)
20  Fruit tree flower (7)
21  Desiccated (5)
22  With prudence (9)
25  Protest (9)
27  Beer maker (6)
28  Underground 
workers (6)
32  Parable (5)
33  Increasing threefold 
(8)
35  Very careful and 
precise (10)
39  Restricted (7)
40  Large bottle (6)
41  Going by horse (6)
42  Food grain (4)
43  Hair cleaner (7)
46  Needless warning 
given in error  (5,5)
51  Liniment ingredient 
(7)
55  Church part (4)
56  Befuddled (6)
57  French brandy (6)
58  Got away (7)
61  Brew (10)
62  Turning (8)
63  High temperature (5)
66  Fashionable (6) 
67  Help (6)

68  Slightly ill (3,6)
73  My ant died (anag)
(9)
74  Browned bread (5)
75  Place in quarantine 
(7)
80  Liquid waste 
discharge (8)
81  Dealer in shares (11)
82  Neck warmer (5)
83  Thus (2)
84  Very favourable 
chance rarely occurring 
(6,11)
85  Acted dramas (5)

DOWN
2  Rainwater pool (6)
3  Hints (5)
5  Fall in drops (4)
6  Conflagration (7) 
7  Morose, brooding (6)
8  Big cat (4)
9  Adolescent (8)
10  Elated (6)
11  Recalcitrant (10)
13  Kernel (7)
14  Antique (3)
18  Changed location (5)
19  Public vote (10)
23  Long-legged bird (5)
24  Knock down (8)
26  European country (7)
27  Flower (7)
29  Exile (6)
30  Burns superficially 
(6)
31  Dine alfresco (6)
34  Modeller’s wood (5) 
36  Pointed weapon (5)

37  Roman emperor (4)
38  Opera solo (4)
43  Of sound (5)
44  Moved forward (8)
45  Quirk (6)
46  Camaraderie (10)
47  Boys (4)
48  Selected passage 
(7)
49  Smooth and 
connected (mus)(6)
50  Cook in oven (5)
52  Too (4)
53  Level highland (7)
54  Unlocked (6)
59  Introduction 
greeting (3,2,3,2)
60  Bump (5)
64  Dodge (8)
65  Explosion (5)
66  Battles (anag)(7)
69  Decorate 
elaborately (7)
70  Profited (6)
71  Flavoured ice food 
(6)
72  Tempestuous (5)
76  Neighbourhood 
pub (5)
77  Towards the stern 
(3)
78  Reverberation (4)
79  Stir vigorously (4)

1 7 3
5 2 9 4 1
4 8 9 6
7 4 5 1 6 3

5 9
9 2 6 1 8 5
5 6 9 2

1 2 5 7 8
9 8 2

2 8 9 6 4 1 7 3 5
6 5 3 7 2 9 4 1 8
7 4 1 3 8 5 2 9 6
8 7 4 9 5 2 1 6 3
1 3 5 8 6 7 9 4 2
9 2 6 4 1 3 8 5 7
5 6 7 1 9 8 3 2 4
3 1 2 5 7 4 6 8 9
4 9 8 2 3 6 5 7 1

6 1 3 4
1 7 5

9 5 8
3 7 5

4 1
6 3 5

7 5 4
5 7 9
3 4 9 1

5 2 8 6 1 3 4 7 9
4 3 1 9 8 7 5 6 2
7 9 6 5 4 2 8 1 3
3 7 2 1 5 8 6 9 4
6 5 4 3 7 9 1 2 8
1 8 9 2 6 4 7 3 5
9 1 7 8 2 5 3 4 6
2 4 5 7 3 6 9 8 1
8 6 3 4 9 1 2 5 7

2 6 1
7 3 6 2

5 7 8
1 9

5 3 2 9 1
3 4

1 5 4
8 4 7 2

5 1 7

2 5 9 4 8 6 7 3 1
7 4 8 9 3 1 6 2 5
6 3 1 2 5 7 4 8 9
1 7 2 8 6 4 9 5 3
4 6 5 3 2 9 1 7 8
8 9 3 7 1 5 2 6 4
3 1 7 5 4 2 8 9 6
9 8 4 6 7 3 5 1 2
5 2 6 1 9 8 3 4 7
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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 JUMBO CROSSWORD                 57

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement
Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 

of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  
Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 

o� er stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 

Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, 
loving the choice...

A lifestyle village in 
Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view 

by appointment
Come and experience 

the diff erence!

82 Richmond St, Thames              0800 868 5484                 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames              0800 868 5484                 www.richmondvillas.co.nz
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Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the 
heart of Coromandel”  

558 Pollen St, Thames.  Phone 868 6105       www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames        Instagram@walter_andco Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fi ttings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

SPORTS

Adams House students chant hard as the races unfold.                       Photos:  GORDON PREECE

Carnival fun
Thames High School held its annual swimming carnival 
on Friday with plenty of fun, chanting and water-based ac-
tion at the school pool. Students were also encouraged to 
bring a donation to raise money to support Tonga after the 
recent volcanic eruption. Reporter GORDON PREECE headed 
along to dive into the school spirit.

Roman Smith powers through the water in the noodle race. Students have a laugh in the lifejacket race.

Head prefect Luke Steward makes his voice heard. The noodle race proves to be lots of fun.

Students line up for the noodle race.

House captain Harry Oxford went cray cray at the carnival.
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CALL THE EXPERTS
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm

Pollen St, Grahamstown

Locally made and produced goods

021 0266 7161

MARKET

Driving Lessons        Elderly Assessments
Defensive Driving Courses

Gail Mikkelsen
The only female driving instructor in the Valley

Phone: 027 504 7161
Email: gmikkelsen77@yahoo.com

        Time 2 Drive

DRIVER EDUCATION FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral DirectorsOld Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

HIRE CENTRE

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 ELECTRICIAN

 CLEANING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

Contact 
Richard Ba� son 

027 666 3606
“For All Your 

Plumbing Needs”

Servicing Thames & Surrounding Areas
 PLUMBER

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Des and Christine Necklen have been 
the face of Valley Funerals in Paeroa 

since 2015.
They understand the pain of losing 

someone you love, and know that plan-
ning a funeral can be a very stressful ex-
perience for families and loved ones.

To ensure you have the personal touch 
to your funeral, Des and Christine can 
guide you through this process to give you 
the farewell that you want.

They offer Traditional Funerals, Natural 

or Eco Funerals, Simple Cremation Ser-
vices; and Cremation before Service or 
Memorial Service.

Before you make any decisions, you will 
receive a breakdown of all your options 
and full details of all costs.

Des and Christine Necklen run an inde-
pendent family business and are proud 
members of the Funeral Directors Asso-
ciation of New Zealand, and as such, ad-
here to the Code of Professional Conduct 
and a Code of Ethics.

Personal touch at Valley Funerals
Des and Chris� ne Necklen, of Valley Funerals. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

Wanted

Work Wanted

For SaleSituations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Motorcycles, 4 wheel-
ers & side x sides. 
Going or not. Phone 
027 216 6867. A1 
Motorcycles

Firewood, Pine, $100 
per cube. Ph Steph 027 
385 2806 or Mark 027 
655 8661

Handyman
Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

EDITORIAL 

AVAILABLE

Condi� ons Apply

A single adver� sement from just$30 + GST

CALL THE
EXPERTS
Adver� se with The Valley Profi le and 
reach the customers you want to target

Contact us today to fi nd out more
Nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz | 022 130 3885

13,000 copies delivered to every le� erbox in the 
Thames Valley every Wednesday, plus bulk distribu� on 
around the Coromandel Peninsula

A double 

adver� sement

 from just

$60 + GST

Terms & Condi� ons apply

SPORTSCALL THE 
EXPERTS
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WASTE REMOVAL

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

WALLPAPERER

MANAGEMENT POSITION
Stepping Out Hauraki is a peer support, not-
for-profi t organisation that works with adult 
mental health consumers to provide a wide 
range of services and assistance from our 
centre in Thames.
Stepping Out Hauraki is actively seeking a 
manager for our service that has excellent 
communication skills and is empathetic with a 
good sense of humour. Strong organizational 
skills are essential for this position as is the 
ability to promote a culturally diverse, inclusive, 
respectful culture within the organization.
We require the following:
• The ability to keep clear boundaries 
 and maintain strict protocols for 
 confi dentiality;
• Computer literacy;
• Be prepared to liaise and network 
 with other community organizations 
 and mental health service providers;
• A full current New Zealand Driver’s 
 license and clean Police check;
• That you be fully covid vaccinated in  
 accordance with Government  
 mandates;
• Have recently undertaken Te Tiriti  
 training.
We would like the following:
• Experience with keeping KOPPS  
 documents current;
• Experience with DHB Contracts and  
 Funding Applications;
• Experience of working with a   
 Governance Board would be very  
 helpful.
This is a 32 hour a week position with negotiable 
hours and days of work.
In the fi rst instance, please submit a full page bio or 
curriculum vitae no later than Friday 25th February 
to the Chairperson: 

Patti Wicksteed at 
patti.wicksteed@gmail.com 

DRIVERS - PART TIME
We have part time van and bus driving positions 
available for school runs in the Hauraki Plains, 

Thames and Waihi areas.
As a school van/bus driver you will need to be vac-

cinated, have held a full class one drivers licence for 
at least 2 years.

Full training will be given.  
Drug and Alcohol testing and police checks apply.
If you are interested in joining our growing team, 

please contact 
Joanne at Go Bus on 021-747-191 
or Joanne.burman@gobus.co.nz

for more information.

Quantity Surveyor. 
Project Management.
No job too big or small. 

Phone Adrian on 021 077 1881 
or email 

piakoconstruction@gmail.com

MASK EXEMPTIONS
Mask wearing and face shield wearing will help 
to stop the spread of Covid 19. While most 
people wear them and agree they are not the 
most comfortable thing to wear, especially all 
day, I cannot understand why we have mask 
exemp� on cards proudly worn by o� en smug 
and smiling people as they breathe past me in 
public places. What is the point? Why are they 
not made exempt from visi� ng public places 
as it makes a monkey of the rest of us who 
diligently don masks? If their medical condi� on 
renders them unable to wear a mask then they 
should not put themselves or the public at risk 
in public places and can surely arrange to have 
groceries etc delivered. I’m just saying....

- Alison Collings, Waihī

VACCINATE OR RESIGN
Hi Sandra Goudie, What sort of game do you 
think you’re playing?  As an elected public 
servant and an individual you are se�  ng 
all the wrong examples and ac� ng in a very 
irresponsible manner. You and I had a number 
of emails back and forth in October, 2021. If I 
were one of your cons� tuents I would be at your 
road front gateway in the morning demanding 
you get vaxxed or resign. It wouldn’t surprise 
me to read in the Herald tomorrow that there 
is a line up outside your home.  Move aside and 
let Gary take over so he can act in a responsible 
manner.

- John Mead, Waiheke Island

OPPOSING PERSPECTIVE
In ci� zen Passmore’s le� er, (January 19, 

2022), MDP expressed his/her comfort and 
sa� sfac� on with their membership in the 
‘vaccinated majority’, and contempt for the 
Mayor and presumably her like-minded fellow 
ci� zens. Mayor Sandra Goudie humbly and 
bravely holds an opposing perspec� ve, never 
an easy posi� on.  She tries to separate ‘poli� cal 
science’ from ‘real science’ - as real as can be 
substan� ated in the short � me period since 
covid was let loose among us.  She is wisely 
re� cent about claiming to know all there is to 
know about it, and does not claim to.  Unlike 
the less humble folk who profess to, some 
unfortunately in posi� ons of power, and 
have no shame fl exing and exploi� ng it. I am 
grateful to my mother for having infl uenced 
me in the direc� on of common sense, which 
included ques� oning whether any drugs or 
substances one considered allowing into one’s 
body were really necessary or safe. Also, how 
many � mes did we all hear from our parents “if 
everyone else jumps in the lake, should you?” 
Very basic tenets, very true. I truly am sad for 
the genera� ons who grow up without having 
common sense ins� lled in them, or armed 
with the bravery  to stand against ‘the Mob’, 
ie the Majority. Bravo, Mayor Goudie! 1.  The 
long term eff ects are yet to be revealed. 2.  
Each ci� zen has a very diff erent health, moral 
and spiritual status, and each of us must be 
respected for the personal decisions we make, 
with as much ‘credible science’ as we can 
garner. 

- Colleen Bricker, Thames

Mayor Sandra Goudie declined to comment

LETTERS
Send your lett ers to the editor to editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa. Lett ers must include your 
full name and address, be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discreti on.

LEFT: Andy McCowa� , le� , and Barbara Thompson compete in the Lion tournament. 
RIGHT: Ian Smith, le� , and Ian Sara compete at the Local Bodies match. The current 
Covid-19 se�  ng of Code Red meant the Kerepehi Bowling Club had to turn way 10 teams 
for the Local Bodies Op� onal Fours (Kerepehi Transport/Laser Elec� cal Ngatea/Leeda 
sponsored) on January 27. RESULTS: 1st 4 wins, (Huntly East) Browne team; 2nd 4 wins, 
(HDC) Hitchcock team; 3rd 4 wins, (WRC) Jus� n Sara team; 4th 3 wins, (HDC) Lorraine Pu�  
team; 5th 3 wins (TCDC) Herb team; 6th 3 wins (WRC) Petley team. End of 4 game play. 
Played off  to get above results. Club Booby Prize – Richard Crosland, Robin Povey, Des 
Stanaway, George Morehu. Lion Breweries-sponsored tournament with 23 teams, was 
played on February 6, with occasional showers trying to put a stop to play. RESULTS: 1st 
4 wins +25 points, 23 ends (Tui Park) Ken Paul, Alison Honeyfi eld, Maureen Barker, Pat 
Bevan; 2nd 4 wins +21 points, 20 ends (Waihi Beach) Adria, Garry Hewwit, Kathryn, Darryl; 
3rd 4 wins +19 points, 20 ends (Paeroa) Arthur Thorburn team; 4th 3 wins+ bye +10 points, 
13 ends (Kerepehi). Alan Thompson, Barbara Thompson and team. Club Prize – Richard 
Crosland, Mike Hitchcock, Jon Stockman, Robin Povey. Coming up on February 20: Norm 
Allen-sponsored triples; February 23: Pairs Classic (already full with 32 teams); March 13: 
Op� on Fours (Hudson Family); March 17: Op� onal Triples (Bowers Brothers Concrete).

CHEF
Experienced chef required for Thames 
restaurant. Must be able to work nights and 
weekends. For more information:
phone 868 6008 or 027 697 9003.
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Read Play Give 

600 Pollen St, ames
07 868 6301
www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

“I'll read my books 
and I'll drink coffee 
and I'll listen to 
music, and I'll bolt 
the door.”
J.D. Salinger

Tel: 07 8687892 
Mob: 027 314 1577

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
www.valleyeducation.co.nz

FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES

Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 

PROGRAMMES AVAILABLE FOR 2022
If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these 

are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how 
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2, 
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua  (15 weeks) 

Farming Systems (29 weeks); Horticulture Level 3

We also off er some fee paying short programmes – Barista and 
Driving lessons from learners through to full license options. 

Call us for pricing. 

New roof goes up for Thames church
Thames Baptist Church has 

received an anonymous 
donation of $80,000 to go to-
ward the $160,000 cost of re-
placing their roof.

Pastor Chris Lee told The 
Profile the Mary St church’s 
roof was damaged in August 
last year after strong winds 
caused the roof to peel off “like 
the wing of an aeroplane”.

“The wind then sent bits 
of the roof across the road to 
Wenzlick’s, bent their fence 
and broke a couple of windows 
at TCDC,” he said. 

“Luckily it was at mid-
night when there was no one 
around.”

Work started on the new 
roof three weeks ago after 
the church’s insurance com-
pany and an engineer looked 
into how the roof could be 
strengthened.

Mr Lee suspected one of the 
reasons the roof didn’t survive 
the strong winds was because 
the iron installed fifty years 
ago wasn’t secure.

“It was nailed in rather than 
screwed into the purlins and 
kauri planking,” he said.

“Part of it may have been 
because buildings breathe and 
some decisions in the past 
meant there was an unequal 
pressure in the ceiling cavity, 
so that’s why the builders rec-
tified it this time and it will be 

Thames Baptist Church pastor, Chris Lee says the new roof will be screwed in to prevent it blowing off again.                        Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

on for another 100 years.”
Mr Lee said the 175-year-

old church’s interior had also 
suffered water damage since 
the roof was damaged, which 
meant church services couldn’t 
be held there.

“When they took the original 
shingles off, they left the nails 

sticking out so instead of put-
ting a tarpaulin on the outside 
to stop the weather, they put 
the tarpaulins on the inside so 
they wouldn’t rip,” Mr Lee said. 

“We’re not using our audito-
rium or our kids zone so we’ve 
been meeting at Thames Civic 
Centre. When the red traffic 

light came, we’ve been meeting 
at the church lounge, which is 
unaffected.”

Mr Lee said over Waitangi 
weekend, six inches of water 
poured into the church.  

The church’s insurance com-
pany will pay $80,000 for the 
new roof on the damaged side 

and the new roof on the un-
damaged side will be paid for 
by the $80,000 anonymous 
donation.

The new roof is expected to 
be completed by Easter before 
work begins on repairing the 
water damage, to be paid by 
the insurance company.


