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Serving the commumty on farm and bush
w

By GORDON PREECE

A week-long search for a

issing British tramper
is one call-out Neil Gray will
never forget during his time
as a volunteer with Thames
LandSAR.

Neil is a recent recipient of a
Hauraki District Council Onya
Award for his community
service with Thames Land
Search and Rescue (LandSAR)
and as a founding member
of the Haurakian Charitable
Trust.

His community service
includes 20 years of tracking
down the lost and injured as a
Thames LandSAR volunteer.

“I joined because I was a
Scout leader at the time and
wanted to learn more map and
compass skills to pass on to
the kids,” he said.

“Then a good friend of mine
who was involved in Land
Search and Rescue asked me
to come along to one of their
sessions and I've been hooked
ever since.

“The reactions we get from
people whose loved ones we’ve
helped is unbelievable.”

One of Neil’s most vivid
memories from LandSAR
was in 2006, when he and
more than 100 others spent
seven days searching the Moss
Creek area of the Coromandel
Forest Park for missing British
tramper, Robert Atkin.

“Unfortunately he died
in that environment, which
was very tragic, so that’s one
search which really sticks in
my memory,” he said.

“Then around three years
ago, Robert’s family contacted
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Onya community award reCIplent Neil Gray is a foundlng member of the Haurakian Charitable Trust. Photo: GORDON PREECE

Haurakian Charitable Trust,
which he and a group of others

Plains College and make it

the Pinnacles Hut, along with
an attractive college for future

safety information for hikers

donation as a memorial for
Robert, so we made a bench

our group and said they would
like to make a donation.
“I took that on with a

seat with a plaque and a safety
message board which was quite
special.”

and trampers exploring the
area.
Neil’s other main community

helped establish in 2004.
“I was approached by Gill
Leonard about this concept of

students,” he said.
“That just clicked with me
because I've always had a view

group of others to utilise that The bench seat now sits at service passion is for the a trust to support Hauraki
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directly into landfill ... that makes me see red!
Well, it’s a no brainer ... make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to
put things in their place.
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The Valley Profile is a community
newspaper that delivers 100%
local news in the Thames Valley
region. We deliver 13,000 copies
each Wednesday to every
letterbox, reaching approximately
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains,
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast
and surrounding rural areas,
plus bulk distribution around the
Coromandel Peninsula.
NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey
Ph 0204 0944 853
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889
kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece
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Hi, my name is

Pete the Pukeko

and I'm here to

help you.

Find me in one of
the display advertisements in
The Valley Profile, then email
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz or
Ph/txt 027 396 2459 with your
full name and postal address,
and the business name and
page number of the ad by the
following Monday to go in the
draw to win a Lotto ticket.

Trust a great asset’ for ag students

CONTINUED FROM P1

that if your school is strong
your community’s strong,” he
said.

“We identified Hayward’s
farm as a good fit and
approached the owner, other
farming families and Hauraki
District Council for financial
support, which then allowed us
to get the farm up and running
in 2006 with the farm’s profits
going towards the college.”

Neil said the college used the
Kaihere Rd farm for students’
agricultural learning as part of
their curriculum.

“When we bought the farm,
we didn’t see that happening,
so that’s been a real highlight.

“They’ve now got a whole raft
of primary industry facilities
they can use to develop their
skills, which has made it a great
asset for the college,” he said.

“Over 14 years, the trust
has increased its capital base
and we donate $20,000 plus
annually to Hauraki Plains
College to provide them
with extra services, support,
infrastructure and resources.”

Neil said the trust had since
sold Hayward’s farm as lifestyle
blocks, with the trust still
retaining a block of land leased
by the college for the students
to continue learning primary
industry skills.

This allowed the trust to
purchase another farm in
Waitakaruru in June last year,
increasing the amount of land
used by the trust to support
their strategy of supporting the
college.

Neil is also involved with the
P3 Dairy Trust, which supports
farming on the Hauraki Plains,
and he also co-owns Buttercup
Dairies on Hauraki Rd in Turua
with his wife Glenda.

Council’s Onya award
acknowledges individuals who
make a positive difference
to their community through
dedication and community
spirit.

Neil said when he received
the letter informing him he’d
been awarded the Onya award,
he said: “Who the hell set me up
for that?”

“I go about doing my stuff and
not really think about receiving
any recognition, so to get it was

B 0 A
Neil Gray, right, with fellow Thames LandSAR volunteers on the bench seat at the Pinnacles Hut.

initially quite humbling,” he
said.

“Then the more I thought
about it, I realised it’s actually
quite an honour because I've
been to previous awards and
seen the calibre of people who
get recognised.”

His desire to serve the
community stemmed from
his family connection to
the Hauraki district and his
agricultural roots, he said.

“Being an agricultural-based
area, there’s always been an
ethic of working together and
helping others.

“That’s one of the things I like
about our community and it
makes it easy to be involved in

Photo: SUPPLIED
community work.”

Neil said he was quite happy
to continue with Thames
LandSAR but said there would
be a time for fresh blood to
come through the Haurakian
Charitable Trust.

“I really enjoy both roles,
but with an organisation like a
charitable trust, it’s appropriate
to allow more people to develop
their leadership skills,” he said.

“One of the legacies I'd love
to leave with the trust is to
try and make a bit more of a
connection with the community
and the college because it’s not
just the teachers raising the
kids nowadays, it’s the whole
community.”

Is your gear
up to scratch?
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of quality
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www.readbros.co.nz
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Stolen plates pinged during December

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ew technology that alerts

Thames Police of a stolen
vehicle within seconds of it ar-
riving into town is preventing
serious crimes and creating
fewer victims.

According to the Thames
Business Association, 384,516
vehicles drove into and out of
Thames during December. Of
those, 33 were either stolen
vehicles or had stolen number
plates.

The pinched plates were
picked up by Automatic Num-
ber Plate Recognition (ANPR)
cameras; however, Thames
Community Constable and
Acting Sergeant Youth and
Prevention for Eastern Wai-
kato Gareth Carter said the
number could reflect the same
person passing by the cameras
multiple times, or even inno-
cent victims whose plates had
been used in a crime.

An ANPR camera in Thames
was installed in late 2020 af-
ter calls from the business
community, which had been
struggling with ram raids and
burglaries - most of which
were committed using stolen
vehicles.

With the camera installed,
Thames Police were now alert-
ed to a potential stolen vehicle
within seconds.

“The first thing we do is look
at the camera... and identify

Thames Community Constable Gareth Carter says picking up stolen vehicles before they’re used to
commit an offence means fewer victims are impacted along the line.

whether it’s a genuine stolen
vehicle or an error with the
plate reading,” Mr Carter told
The Profile.

“From that moment on, if we
believe it’s genuine, we’ll try
to intercept it, and the current
policy in place of no pursuit
means we will try to be smart
about it.

“If we think we know where
it’s going to be, we’ll try to ob-

serve it from a distance as op-
posed to trying to stop it and
giving chase.”

Mr Carter said a lot of the
vehicles that had been recov-
ered were found parked on the
street or at an address. Quite
often, they would be in a public
place like at Goldfields Mall.

“So, you have to decide
whether you’re best to observe
the vehicle for a while, or se-

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

cure the vehicle, and that’s on
a case-by-case basis.

“If we can recover that vehi-
cle without it being touched, it
will be forensically towed by a
tow truck, and go to a finger-
print officer and get evidence
that way.”

In recent times, with the cost
of petrol rising, Mr Carter said
more criminals were stealing
plates to be used in service sta-

tion thefts.

“There’s been a growing
trend around New Zealand
where number plates are get-
ting stolen from cars parked
around homes. I've noticed in
my career, the number plates
may be exchanged,” he said.

“So, your number plate may
be swapped on your vehicle
without your knowledge by an
offender, and then your genu-
ine plates will be used in the
commission of offending, and
often that’s petrol drive-offs.”

The criminal would then
immediately swap the plates
back, he said, which was why
it was important for victims to
request a new plate number,
rather than keep their old one.

Doing the latter meant vic-
tims could be at risk of setting
off ANPR cameras across the
country, and being stopped by
police.

“People are struggling, so
it is an increasing trend that
number plates are being re-
moved,” Mr Carter said.

“It is busier, but if we can
prevent crime, then our [work]
should be less. With the ram
raids and stuff like that, if we
can apprehend that vehicle
prior to the incident, that will
create less victims, which is
what we are here for.”
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Pollen St
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THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PAINT REFURBISHMENT OF
CLASSIC MOTORBIKES

CALL DALE 867 7195 | 027 372 4797

autoworkz70@yahoo.com
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

PUBLICTRANSPORT
INTHE COROMANDEL

We're assessing the demand for public transport in
Thames-Coromandel District and we want to know what you
think of the existing Thames Connector bus service and a
possible new service from Coromandel Town to Thames.

WE'D LIKE
TO KNOW:

How often you How

might use it?

frequently?

How should

What you
it be funded?

would use .
it for? What times
would you like
the service

to run?

If the service
were not provided
how would
you travel?

Go to tcdc.govt.nz/transportsurvey to
complete a short survey before 31 January.

_—
THAMES

Or pick up a copy of the survey from our Thames or COROMANDEL
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Coromandel Town service centres or Thames Library.

WEe'll be carrying out a separate consultation on a proposed service
for Tairua to Whangamata to Thames and Waihi at a later date.

Chess competltlon to go ahead

Thames Valley chess championship for jun-
iors and seniors.”

Mr Lanning, a chess savant from Auck-
land, started playing the game 49 years ago.

He said the response to the postponed
event had been just as positive as preparing
for the first, with four juniors signing up to
participate in just three days.

Around 36 juniors were gearing up for the
event during his last attempt at hosting it in
2021. “I am looking forward immensely to
bringing our event to Thames. My family
has a history in Thames going back to 1873,
and we have had multiple family reunions
in Thames.

“I can’t think of any other place in the
Thames Valley region better equipped to
hold and handle everything that goes into
making an event such as ours a success,” he
said. “Thames is just right, isn’t it?”
DETAILS: The tournament is free to enter, and
there will be monetary prizes and trophies up
for grabs, as well as the title of Thames Valley
champ. It’ll be held from 9am at the Thames
War Memorial Civic Centre on April 9, and
those interested in participating can contact
Ron at ron-lanning@xtra.co.nz or on 027 212

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

e first ever senior and junior Thames

Valley chess championship will go ahead

on its new date, after being cancelled by

Covid-19 last year less than a week before it
was set to begin.

The Thames-based tournament was
planned for August 21, 2021, and had at-
tracted around 8o players, but just five days
before the event, all of New Zealand moved
into Alert Level 4 lockdown after the Delta
strain of the virus was found in the com-
munity. It’s new date is Saturday, April o,
and organiser Ron Lanning said the venue
and parameters remained the same; how-
ever, this time, players and spectators must
either have a vaccination pass or be under
12-years-old, and abide by Covid-19 regula-
tions.

“Personally, it was extremely disappoint-
ing [to cancel], not only because of the tim-
ing being the week before, but also I had to
let - in a relatively short space of time - the
80-odd players, the accommodation, and
the council know that I had to postpone,”

he said. “The disappointment wasn’t dulled  8232. "3 ¢ e
by the fact I had been trying multiple times Journalism
during 2020 and 2021 to run the first ever T Y
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www.almotorcycles.co.nz

JOIN A CLUB

In the February 16th issue Valley Profile
will be running a feature for clubs.
Whether your club is a sports club,

a social club or a service club
you can use this opportunity to call
for members and/or volunteers
or to let our readers know more
about what you are all about.

If you would like more information on this
please contact Nikki
on either 022 130 3885 or

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
by February 1st.
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520 Pollen St Thames,
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Singer accepted to prestlglous opera programme
%F S

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Originally a pianist accom-
panying other singers dur-
ing their performances, Han-
nah Ashford-Beck is now the
one at centre stage, stretching
her vocal chords as part of the
prestigious New Zealand Op-
era development programme.
The former Paeroa per-

I still thought there were so
many more experienced peo-
ple. I was hoping just to get

to the final round so that the
[judges] could see me, and
know who I was. So, it was so
unexpected and such an excit-
ing thing,” she said.

The former Hauraki Plains
College student was originally
a pianist, but had been singing
for as long as she could re-

former was member.
one of three . “M
artists se- ‘I don’t sound like Adele... mum}’,s
lected late I don’t have that kind of  2piano
last year for . . P . teacher, so
the Dame voice, sO it wasn’t until | music has
Malvina started doing lessons... ~ always been
Major . . . going on in
Founda- when it felt like, okay, this the house.
tion Studio feels like the music I’'m My earliest
Artists de- .., memories
velopment meant to be singing. would
programme. - Hannah Ashford-Beck probab]y
Co-ordi- be singing
nated and in church,

administered by New Zealand
Opera, it provides an opportu-
nity for some of the country’s
most promising young opera
singers to develop their craft.

Hannah, 23, told The Profile
she had “absolutely no expec-
tation” of making the cut, after
auditioning for the programme
for the first time in 2021.

“I had done well in a com-
petition earlier that year, but

and putting on nativity plays

and singing in those... I think
I loved singing from quite an

early age,” she said.

However, discovering opera
came when Hannah was 16,
after taking singing lessons
with a family friend.

“I didn’t think I was a very
good singer because at the
time, I went to a school where
everyone sang pop-rock.

Hannah Ashford-Beck has been stretching her vocal chords as part of
the prestigious New Zealand Opera development programme.

Hannah Ashford-Beck, far left, with her fellow Auckland University Bachelor of Music classmates.
Photos: SUPPLIED

“I don’t sound like Adele,”
she said. “I don’t have that
kind of voice, so it wasn’t until
I started doing lessons with
my mum’s friend when it felt
like, okay, this feels like the
music I'm meant to be sing-
ing.”

But for years, Hannah, a
soprano, kept her newfound
talent a secret.

“Most of my friends didn’t
know I sang opera,” she ex-
plained.

“Hauraki Plains College had
a thing called the Pinnock
Cup, and on my second-to-last
day of high school, I sang an
aria from Carmen called Ha-
banera. That was the first time
most people had heard me.

“I got a really great re-
sponse,” she said. “T had
people messaging me saying
they’d never heard that kind
of music. Everyone was so
surprised [because] it wasn’t a
thing we had in my area.”

After school, Hannah com-
pleted a Bachelor of Music
from the University of Auck-
land, majoring in classical
voice, following a gap year to
Italy, where she attended Li-
ceo Musicale Alessandro Man-
zoni, a music college.

She has sung with the New
Zealand Youth Choir, Voices
New Zealand, Auckland
Chamber Choir, and Auckland
Youth Choir. Last year, she

right.

received the Mayor of Napier
Vocal Award for Most Promis-
ing Singer and first place at
the North Shore Becroft Aria
competition.

She said singing opera had
taught her to allow people to
see her “at such a vulnerable
moment”.

“When you're singing, you
are so vulnerable; at any mo-
ment you could crack a note or
forget your words, and some
pieces are really emotional and
you’re putting those emotions
out for people to see,” she said.

“Doing it brings a sort of
confidence, and you soon real-

Hannah Ashford-Beck, second from left, is joined in the development
programme by Katherine Winitana and Emmanuel Fonoti-Fuimaono,

ise it’s not about you, it’s about
the music and what you can
bring to people.”

The final concert for the
development programme
will take place in July, while
Hannah will also perform in
NZ Opera’s Macbeth in Auck-
land throughout September-
October. Also selected for the
programme was Katherine
Winitana and Emmanuel
Fonoti-Fuimaono.
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News from Thames;CoromandeI Districtv Council

Meeting the cost of our boat ramps

and wharves

Getting out on the water is part of the Coromandel
dream. But boat ramps and wharves are expensive to
maintain and replace or upgrade. How should they
be funded?

Our Council has general goals of keeping balanced
budgets, minimising costs to ratepayers, and retaining
current levels of service for the majority of our district's
infrastructure and facilities.

Right now, ratepayers shoulder most of the cost of boat
ramps and wharves, with fees from parking at some boat
ramps offsetting only a small portion of the costs. Most of
our boat ramps are free to use, and we have more boating
facilities than other councils our size. Our user fees —
where they are charged — are lower than many other
jurisdictions in New Zealand.

For example, ratepayers in Tairua-Pauanui Community
Board area subsidised boat ramps and wharves in their

area by $49.38 each in the 2020/21 financial year — whether

they used the facilities or not. The total ratepayer subsidy
across the district was more than $400,000.

Should ratepayers continue to pay most of the cost of
these facilities, or should the users pay more?

We're preparing our Annual Plan for 2022/23 and we'll

Swmmer Kerbside Collections

Our summer Kerbside rubbish and recycling collection
schedule continues until 12 February. Check the
schedule for your area

tcdc.govt.nz/kerbside

THAMES COAST & MANAIA:

&Y TUESDAYS

THAMES & SURROUNDS
(Thames town to Puriri):

WEDNESDAYS - RECYCLING WEEK 1 AREAS
26 JANUARY 2 FEBRUARY 9 FEBRUARY

|| b || &

WEDNESDAYS - RECYCLING WEEK 2 AREAS
26 JANUARY 2 FEBRUARY 9 FEBRUARY

- & || 8

THAMES SOUTH RURAL
(south of Puriri to Hikutaia):

THURSDAYS
27 JANUARY 3 FEBRUARY 10 FEBRUARY

& || b || &

Please put out your rubbish and/or recycling by
7:30am. If you're leaving town before your collection
day, please don't put out your rubbish and recycling,
instead take it to the nearest Refuse Transfer Station,
which are all open longer hours over summer. Blue
Council rubbish bags and recycling can be left for free.

The Thames Refuse Transfer Station is at 102 Burke St.

Monday - Friday: 8.30am - 5.30pm
Sat, Sun and public holidays: 10.30am - 5.30pm

Transfer station hours and locations:
tcdc.govt.nz/rts

How much
does this cost to
build and maintain?

likely be proposing some changes in the fee structure

for boat ramps and wharves to lessen the impact on
ratepayers. Keep an eye out for the proposals once our
consultation starts in mid-March because we’ll want your
feedback. In the meantime, there is more information at
tcdc.govt.nz/boating

T es
y Board

Y Groe

A word from the Board Chairperson,
Strat Peters

“Welcome to 2022, Thames. Our ward

was certainly busy over the holiday

period, with lots of visitors and locals

alike out on the streets shopping and

getting out and about on our parks and beaches.
We’ve so far managed to avoid a spike in COVID-19
cases by social distancing, wearing masks, and using
the tracer app. Thank you and keep up the good
work. With this excellent start to the new year, the
Board are looking forward to getting back to business
in our February meeting.”
strat.peters@council.tcdc.govt.nz

Waiomu Domain vandalism - the toilet, picnic
area and playground at one of most-loved seaside
reserves were vandalised recently. The playground
slide was broken and has been decommissioned
until a replacement can be purchased and installed.
The sheltered picnic area behind the toilet block
was tagged with a lighter. The vandalism has been
reported to police. If you see public property being
defaced or damaged, please contact the police with
details, then let us know too.

The Board’s next meeting is on Wednesday 23
February 2022, 9gam at the Council Chambers,
515 Mackay St. Recordings of all our Council and
Community Board meetings are posted on
tcdc.govt.nz/meetings, where you’ll also find
meeting agendas and minutes.

What are your thoughts on
public transport?

Our Council wants your thoughts on the Thames
Connector public bus service a possible new service
from Coromandel Town to Thames.

WE’D LIKE
TO KNOW:

How often you might use it?
What you would use it for?

If the service were not provided how would
you travel?

What times would you like the service to run?
How frequently?
How should it be funded?

Go to tedc.govt.nz/transportsurvey

HAVE YOUR SAY

Sl e e CEre | BT iUl Lat

Long weekend reminders

Monday 31 January is Auckland Anniversary followed by
the Waitangi Day long weekend observed on Monday
7 February.

=2 While you’re enjoying the break, don’t forget:

| Dog rules change for long weekends:
tcdc.govt.nz/dogs

K Alcohol bans in public places: We have year
round, 24/7 town centre alcohol bans, plus
additional long weekend bans on many of our
beaches and seaside reserves. Find locations
and dates here: tcdc.govt.nz/alcoholcontrol

~—. COVID-19 restrictions: Your vaccine pass
'l may be necessary to access events, retail,
& and hospitality venues. Please continue to
follow COVID-19 guidelines including social
distancing, mask-wearing, and scanning in.

www.coromandel.govt.nz

customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz
Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames, Phone: 07 868 0200
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More than just pub grub on offer at Tapu

Summer Series

In the final instalment of

our Valley Profile summer
feature to help boost the local
hospitality sector, our readers
shared their favourite spot to
get a top feed of “pub grub”.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
ere’s a warmth to the Royal

Oak Hotel in Tapu, a dif-
ferent warmth than the one
you feel after taking a bite of
the pub’s chicken and bacon
burger, or a scoop of the ‘Prawn
to be Wild’ salad.

It’s a feeling of being in good
hands, of knowing that the peo-
ple behind the counter or in the
kitchen are passionate about
what they do, and it’s been the
goal of the business ever since
Kaye Bunn took over in 2017.

“It’s like having a big family
lounge, really,” she tells The
Profile on a visit to the Thames
Coast pub one sunny Tuesday.
“Some great memories have
been created here.”

The workers on shift gather
around a bar leaner - there’s
Kaye’s daughter, Amanda, who
worked at the pub full-time
before obtaining her university
degree, Amanda’s partner Aar-
on Millar, and Shoaib Qureshi,
who is affectionately known by
locals as ‘Spud’.

It’s a take on the nickname
his mother gave him as a child
back home in India.

There’s also the pub’s chef,
Karan Kumar, who has been
with the business for four years.

Meeting Karan was one of the
best days of Kaye’s life, she says.

“We put the menus together
before Karan started; we did
a lot of cooking ourselves, but
with all the work to be done, I
needed a chef,” she says.

“Karan sent his CV in, I met
him in Morrinsville, and it was
one of the best days of my life.”

The pub has since been
named the best place to stop
and eat by Profile readers, and
Karan said it was nice to be able

might be grumpy at the door,
but hopefully by the time they
leave, they’re as happy as us.”
That’s not to say there hasn’t
been some “testing times”, she

to cook food people enjoyed.
On Christmas Day, he told
Kaye he’d finally got his New
Zealand residency after going
through the process for more

than two years. says, especially with the imple-
“We’re one big family here,” mentation of vaccine passports,
Amanda says. but they’re “getting there”.

They’re also enjoying being
able to reconnect with travellers
and host events, such as the one

“The happiness that’s in here
brings happiness when people
come in,” Kaye adds. “They

they’re putting on as a tribute

to alocal DJ who passed away.
The nine-hour event on Sunday,
February 6, will see nine DJs
from across the country perform
at Royal Oak in honour of the
man.

“We’re not here to make mil-
lions off people, we're here to
make people happy... and it’s an
achievement because it’s been a
long battle.”

Kaye says she couldn’t have
achieved what she has without
the help of her “fantastic” four
full-time and three part-time

_HI Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

Royal Oak Hotel owner Kaye Bunn, second from left, with staff Shoaib Qureshi,
Aaron Millar, and chef Karan Kumar. LEFT: The pub’s architecturally put-
together chicken and bacon burger, and ‘Prawn to be Wild’ salad.

staff.

And like their menu item
‘Wedges Meant to Be’ - the team
appears to be just that.
REPORTER’S REVIEW:

Pub grub made with love. From
the architecturally put-together
chicken and bacon burger, to the
refreshing prawn salad, the efforts
of the chef are obvious. A huge
dog-friendly garden bar and de-
cent prices add to the pub’s charm.
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winer> HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
!_-e- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

Well Serviced Low 85 km

Only

of 2

S
™y
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=k =
L [ N

, Auto Turbo,
2. Stunning Car

$1 2,99
LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2010 Subaru Impreza 2015 Ssangyong 2009 Nissan Dualis
2.0 Ltr Auto, Korando Ltd 2.0 Ltr Auto, Low 64 km
Alloys,Body Kit, 2.0 Ltr Auto,

$9,990 $14,990 $12,990 $16,990
2014 Ford Fiesta 2008 Honda CR-V 2014 Great Wall X240 1992 Mitsubishi GTO
Eco Boost ‘S’ 2.4 Ltr Auto, Choice 2.4 Ltr, 5 Spd Manual, 4WD, Low 92 3.0 V6 Auto,

km, Top Value & Condition

2014 BMW 320 D

Auto, Diesel Economy,
Immac Condition

Classic Investment
Sports Coupe

$13,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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Low aindall prompts warning for armers

By GORDON PREECE

ames Valley could have a meteoro-

logical drought if the region doesn’t

have persistent rainfall within the next
fortnight, NIWA says.

A meteorological drought occurs when
dry weather patterns dominate an area,
and NIWA forecaster Ben Noll told The
Profile the Thames Valley’s gone through
a stretch of dry weather since December
15.

“That’s been associated with some very
hot conditions with temperatures reach-
ing as high as 30.6 degrees on January 4,”
he said.

NIWA’s New Zealand Drought Index,
which measures the severity of dryness,
showed the Thames Valley currently had
dry to very dry conditions, Mr Noll said.

“The region experienced more severe
drought conditions in the previous three
summers compared to 2022, but regard-

less, we are seelng things drying out at
this point, which is a bit of a red flag,” he
said.

Mr Noll said the region’s dry conditions
included only 3mm of rainfall for Thames
Valley in the past month.

“That’s led to the soil moisture levels in
the Waikato region and the Thames Val-
ley area decreasing rapidly with soil mois-
ture in deficit,” he said.

According to NIWA’s January 13 Hot-
spot Watch, the Thames Valley region’s
soil moisture levels were 3omm drier
than normal on January 12.

In a statement, NIWA said 2021 was
New Zealand’s warmest year on record,
which included Paeroa recording its high-
est ever daily minimum temperature of
19.1 degrees on November 14.

“While there’s hope on the horizon
for some moisture with a chance of rain
[this] week, I'm not sure that’ll be enough
to break the region’s long-term dry spell,”

NIWA'’S Ben Noll.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Mr Noll said.

If the Thames Valley didn’t receive
more rainfall soon, farmers would really
start to feel the pinch of the dry weather,
Mr Noll said.

“It'll be wise for farmers to consider
what their plans would be if they didn’t
get that much needed rainfall over the
next two weeks,” he said.

Hauraki-Coromandel Federated Farm-
ers president Robert Craw told The Pro-
file while the district’s rural areas were
quickly drying up, a good late spring
growth allowed farmers to go into sum-
mer with better feed cover and more feed
supplements.

“We still have our worst months to go,
which are February and March, so we’re
crossing our fingers for rain,” he said.

“But from what I understand, most
people’s stock are in good condition and
they have plenty of supplement so they’ll
find a way to get through.”

Mr Craw said he wasn’t aware of any-
one experiencing drought but said Feder-
ated Farmers had initiated a non-logisti-
cal feed supply register for anyone in the
district with excess feed for those who
needed it in the event of dry weather
DETAILS: For more information about Feder-
ated Farmers’ feed co-ordination service, go
to: www.fedfarm.org.nz.

roR EARTHWORKS

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

» Metal

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

ror CARTING OF

Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell

Palm Kernel

Fertiliser

All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
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One of the new cattlestops along the Hauraki Rail Trail.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Cattlestops to be replaced

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The final 50 cattlestoE)s along the Hau-
raki Rail Trail should all be replaced
come March.

The “massive” project will see more
than 110 cattlestops along the popular cy-
cling trail replaced with steel models over
the past five years.

“Right from the day I started here in
2017, one of the first complaints I re-
ceived was regarding the danger these
cattle-stops posed to cyclists,” rail trail
chief executive Diane Drummond said.
“The rough corrugations and the narrow
uprights were starting to catch out the
wider handle-bars of a rapidly expanding
uptake of e-bikes.”

Diane said an on-ground count identi-
fied more than 110 cattlestops to be re-
placed, costing more than $200,000.

Replacing the final 50 has been funded
from community donations, grants, and
through the Ministry of Business Innova-

tion and Employment, and Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council, Hauraki District
Council, and Matamata-Piako District
Council.

“The older-style cattlestops were made
of concrete and were very rough and nar-
row,” she said. “[They] are being replaced
with the new model being built by lo-
cal provider Nigel Higgins and are made
of steel and are much wider and safer to
navigate.

“Nigel is working on them now with lo-
cal company Quinn Engineering provid-
ing the steel. We are hopeful they will all
be replaced by March, 2022.”

Meanwhile, the ministryalsoannounced
funding to support some surface upgrades
on the Waikato Regional Council stop-
banks, and some surfacing works around
Cadman Road, near Tirohia, where an old
train ballast was poking through the trail

surface. Fuaic -dersst
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Cowsheds, Feedpads, Bunker Roofs

Call us to arrange a visit to discuss your needs
Now is the Time to Plan

HOME PASSENGER ELEVATORS -

GEHEHRL ENGINEERING + TFIM.TEI'H FQHKLIFI'S-

For all your Electrical
Requirements 24/7

Specialist in all
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road,

Hauraki Plains

Tel: (07) 867-5196
Mobile: 027 270 2804

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

mail: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

DUNCAN

in eed boxes,
: openers,” " _
Covermg harrows.
Very tidy

e 25mm coil tines
* 150mm row spacings

e Peg roller seed / fertiliser
distribution units

R

18 Run Single Box Trailing

e Easy access rear loading footboard

* Sow a variety of seeds and fertiliser ) | : L S AL : 2 L S
Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

MK3 RENOVATOR 19
RUN UNDERSOWER

USED AITCHISON GRASS
FARMER 3018 UNDERSOWER

3 pt linkage,
1 owner
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Fears businesses will
abandon Thames due

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

to housing shortfall

he Thames Business As-

sociation is fearing for the
progress of its town amid a
lack of housing and commer-
cial development, which it says
will ultimately drive businesses
away from the district.

The association this month
called on its members to pro-
vide letters of support to be col-
lated in a dossier and present-
ed to local council and central
government.

It’s aim is to address Thames’
housing shortfall and lack of
development of commercial
property, particularly in the
Kopu area, with “extreme ur-
gency”.

“It’s really horrific,” associa-
tion chief executive Sue Lewis-
O’Halloran said.

“Thames is being really nega-
tively impacted by this hous-
ing crisis, and when you can’t
attract good people to do the
jobs you have available because
there’s no housing, it makes it
really impossible to progress
your town.”

Sue said the association had
heard anecdotally of many
roadblocks being encountered
by businesses, even driving

Sue Lewis-O’Halloran

some of them out of the district
to invest in other areas.

One such business had gone
on to invest “millions of dol-
lars” in another town, she said.

“Sometimes things are made
so difficult for people in com-
mercial development that they
will go to another district, and I
think when we make things dif-
ficult for commercial investors,
they will just take their busi-
ness elsewhere.

“We also don’t have the infra-
structure in place for housing
developments,” she added.

“Were asking developers
to come in and build houses,
but we haven’t put in any in-
frastructure that should be in
place before we, in my view,

T

even approach them.”

Fewer than 40 new houses a
year have been built in Thames
over the past decade, and a lack
of forward planning and invest-
ment means the houses that are
available are older and of low
quality.

Mayor Sandra Goudie earlier
told The Profile it was “impera-
tive” new homes were built.

The new Thames and Sur-
rounds spatial plan was de-

Thames Business Assocation says Thames businesses are impacted by the housing crisis.

signed to inform changes to the
district plan, and according to
council, would signal to land
owners, developers, and inves-
tors the council’s growth inten-
tions for the area.

“I think it’s going to take a
very concerted effort and a lot
of collectively strong voices to
change the culture and force
the decision makers at both
local and central government
to help our town survive and

File photo: TERESA RAMSEY

move forward,” Sue said.

“Ireally worry about the busi-
nesses in the whole Thames
ward, because we’re not proac-
tive in our approach. But I am
hopeful, and there are people in
positions of power who are on
the side of business and com-
mercial development.”
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/Richardsons

Paeroa / Ngatea

/Richardsons

Thames

Paeroa

Offers Over $539,000

Paeroa
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e

5

Offers Over $450,000 (Inc GST)

: ——

AT

111 Fergusson Drive, Thames

Deadline Sale

* Cross lease 2 bedroom unit in a complex of four
* Open plan living, low maintenance, single garage
 Well maintained, good location and vacant

RG1940 _m2 ]l el =1

* Elevated Section 1.096 hectares (more or less)
* Set in a picturesque valley on sealed road
¢ Subject to title

RRP222

Price Guide: Offers over $685,000. Be it your first home, or your last this place offers something for young and
old alike. It's your choice between refurbishing it or just relaxing back & continuing to enjoy the comfort that
already exists. Set on a flat 738m2 section with a garage and two carports

RT5676 - PHILIP JUDD 027 449 7132 —2 ]l o emdl =1

* Partially reno’d 1920’s Bungalow, 4 dble bdrms
* Dble garage, dble carport, storage room
¢ 4711m2 section, 2 titles, fenced paddock

RN1410 _4 ]l o2 =1

27 Benner Drive Offers Over $769,000

* 3 Bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, open plan living
* Heatpump, good carpet, modern kitchen
¢ Sngl internal access garage, 550m2 section

RN1411 -3 2 el =1

712 Rolleston Street, Thames By Negotiation

o

Come and view this tidy/fairly original villa perched on an elevated site of 536m2. Just across the road from the
Thames High School and just a short stroll to the township makes it very convenient for everyone. Three good
size bedrooms, one bathroom with separate toilet.

RT5672 - EVELYN LOWRY 021 828 384 =3 el b2 =1

PAEROA
07 862 7888

NGATEA

07 867 7800
33 Orchard Road

54 Belmont Road

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz thames@richardsons.co.nz

THAMES

07 868 6978
556 Pollen Street

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
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Housing shortage 1mpacts Thames business

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ome employees have had
to leave their jobs because
they couldn’t find a new rental
home, while newcomers to
Thames are quickly turned
off by the slim pickings of its
housing market.

One of Thames’ biggest
employers has witnessed
first-hand how the housing
shortage is
impacting on
people’s deci-
sion to move
into the town.

He’s hope-
ful things
will change,
but realistic

¢¢We’ve been recruit-
ing for senior roles,
and we’re often limit-
ed on who we can look
at because we’re just
not confident people

dent people can find housing,
and for rentals for anybody,
it’s just impossible, as it is to
buy,” he said.

Mr Heap, who employs
around 150 staff, said most
of his workers lived outside
of Thames, with many resid-
ing in the Hauraki district
instead.

As at January 19, there were
just two rental properties
listed on a real estate website,
both in the price
range of around
$500 a week.

Mr Heap said
for some senior
roles, they’'ve
met with appli-
cants who have
come from out

about how ; i of town.
long it might can find housing, and “A couple of
take for that forr en t‘?’ s f orany- — times we've
changetobe body, it’s just impossi- had people who
implemented.  ble, as it is to buy.”  have been really
“It’s cer- } good, and when
tainly chal- Matt Heap we speak about
lenging,” accommoda-
Pak’'nSave tion, and they

Thames owner Matt Heap
told The Profile. “We’ve lost
really good, experienced peo-
ple who, for whatever reason,
haven’t been able to secure a
rental replacement and have
had to leave town.

“We’ve been recruiting for
senior roles, and we’re often
limited on who we can look at
because we’re just not confi-

say that they’ll look for some-
thing, in my mind I know
that’s going to be a fruitless
search, and that they’ll quickly
be turned off from the idea of
moving when there’s nowhere
they deem suitable,” he said.
However, remedying
Thames’ housing shortfall was
imperative not only for busi-
nesses, but for clubs, associa-
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A housing shortage in Thames is |mpact|ng people’s decision to move to the town, local business owners
say. File photo: KELLEY TANTAU

really like Thames, it has a lot
to offer, and in some ways it
feels like how New Zealand
used to be.

“So, I am optimistic, and
it feels like there’s more and
more enthusiasm for this to

Council’s new spatial plan that
turns its attention south - to
where “optimum” land could
be developed - Mr Heap was
optimistic Thames’ housing
could turn over a new leaf.
“I'm realistic about the time-

tions, and other community
services, he said.

“If an aged care facility is
struggling to find people, or
if schools have declining rolls
because there’s not many chil-
dren and families can’t move

here... for the health of the frames and what’s involved, happen.”

town, having people is really because it needs to be done Pasic Im‘_m

important.” well,” he said. Journalism
And when it comes to “I just think it’s caught eve- e

Thames-Coromandel District ~ rybody by surprise, but people LR ‘L

AMY BUSTARD
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REAL ESTATE

) |
b

ot

Phone for a Private Viewing

APauanui, 10/600 Hikuai Settlement Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/600-hikuai-settlement-road-pauanui

APaeroa, 16 Nahum Street

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/16-nahum-street-paeroa

TRINITY

N E T W O R K
REAL ESTATE
LICENSED REAA (2008)

&

Asking Price $509,000 Price by Negotiation

Phone for a Private Viewing

s 2
Open Home Sat 1.00pm - 1.30pm
AThames, 103A Clarence Street

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/103a-clarence-street-thames

Wiy L
fiine] )

i

i

Open Home Sat 1.00pm - 1.45pm

AThames, 408 Willoughby Street

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/408-willoughby-street-thames

AWaiomu, 611A Thames Coast Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/611a-thames-coast-road-waiomu

Price by Negotiation Price By Negotiation

Pz =h 2

Phone for a Private Viewing Phone for a Private Viewing

4 Managatarata, 249 SHWY 27

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136882/

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177

E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

M: 027 298 4114

Adrienne Crawford

E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz ‘r

Maree Simpson
| M:027 2067616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

The Full Real Estate Service | (07) 8689773 | 701A Pollen Street | trinitynetwork.co.nz
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PURIRI SCHOOL

“WHAOWHIA TE KETE MATAURANGA'
‘FILL THE BASKET OF KNOWLEDGE”

At Puriri School we strive to provide an environment
that offers purposeful learning experiences in nature
and the whanau room to empower life long learners.

Our Values:
Be True - Kia Pono
Trust, Respect, Understanding, Equity
Manaakitanga, Whanaungatanga, Kotahitanga

We would love to hear from you and are
happy to answer any questions about our
school you may have.

A: 12 Puriri Valley Road, RD1, Thames, 3578
P: 07868 1031 E: office@puriri.school.nz
Bl @positivelypuriri

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

TEKURA O AWA

River School

At Te Kura o Awa - River School our tamariki
are reconnected to the natural environment.

They develop a respect and understanding of the
connection between the state of the environment
and their own personal wellbeing.

They take responsibility for the
wellbeing of the environment.
They take responsibility for the
wellbeing of each other.

They learn through discovery.
They learn through experimentation.
They learn through science.

They learnthroughdanguage:
They learn through being out in nature.
They learn through connection.
They learn by feeling, doing, living and being.

They learn through environmental
play based learning.

A: 12 Puriri Valley Road, RD1, Thames, 3578
P: 07868 1031 E: office@puriri.school.nz
K @positivelypuriri
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Study tips will help glve your brain a boost

tudents throughout the district will soon

need to start thinking about getting out
of holiday mode and preparing for the new
school year.

To break out of your same-old homework
habits and start the new year on the right
foot, have a look at these study tips to get
the brain boost you need for back to school.

Firstly, you don’t need one study space.
Setting up a desk in a quiet place at home
is important if you can, but sometimes you
need variety. Coffee shops, libraries, parks,
or even just moving to the kitchen table
will give you a change of scenery which can
prompt your brain to retain information

Don’t limit yourself to one study space, moving to the kitchen table can help with study.

better.

Start small - if you’ve got a big assignment
looming, stay motivated by completing a
small piece of the project every few days.
Write one paragraph each night, or start
with five maths problems from your assign-
ment at a time, and then take a break.

Lose the distractions. Try turning off your
phone notifications or blocking social me-
dia temporarily on your computer so you
can concentrate on the homework tasks at
hand.

Get into a routine. When can you make
the time to do your homework every day?
Find a time of day that works best for you to

Photo: KYLE GREGORY DEVARAS/UNSPLASH

hit the books, and this can change day-to-
day, depending on your schedule.

Get real. When you’re looking at the
homework you have to get done straight
away, be realistic about how long things ac-
tually take.

Knowing that reading a history chapter
may take an hour and writing a response
could take another 30 minutes will help you
plan how you spend your time.

Use class time wisely. If your teacher is
finished lecturing but you still have 10 min-
utes of class left, get a jump on your geog-
raphy homework while it’s still fresh in your
mind. Or use the time to ask your teacher

about concepts that were fuzzy the first
time.

Review and refresh. Look over your notes
each night to make sure you’ve got it. Fill
in details, edit the parts that don’t make
sense, and star or highlight the bits of in-
formation that you know are most impor-
tant. Looking over your notes will help you
remember them.

Make a friend in every class. Find a few
people you can contact from each of your
classes if you have a homework question
or had to miss class - and do the same for
them! Then when it comes time to study
for exams, you'll already have a study group.

TADU SCHOOL

Thinking about a change for the 2022 School Year?

Why not drive out to visit us at Tapu School. We are just a 20-minute drive
from Thames. A small well-resourced school set on the edge of the Firth of
Thames with friendly staff and students. Come and check us out and see if we
might be the right match for you for the up-coming school year.
Phone: 07-868 4838, to make an appointment to visit or pop out and call in.

Check out our website: www.tapu.school.nz
We look forward to meeting you and your family soon.

ENROLMENT |

2022

b L

L

“Students learn in caring and inclusive environments”
“They benefit from warm and respectful relationships
with their teachers” (Education Review Office, 2019)

www.parawai.school.nz

Facebook: Proudly Parawai

Enrolment days: 27th January 2022 9am-3pm

Our Vision - REAL

Responsible
Tatika

Engaged
Whakahihiwa

Active
Matatoa

Learners
Akonga

LRl

~Community-run
and not-for-profit
~Fantastic qualified
teachers

Commonit

TE PURU

~Morning sessions
for 0-2 years are
free (with a carer)
& minimal fees
for 2yr olds. P

2022 SPACES A\VAILABLE

Come and visit
4 West Crescent, Te Puru
just 10 mins up the Coast Rd from Thames on SH25

Or give us a call 868 2'+'+4

y Kindy

~Ffee morning &
afternoon sessions
for 3-Sufks
5 days a week.
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Waltakaruru School

In'Our. School we have
e Positive Behaviour For Learning programme e A Sustainability Focus
* Opportunities to improve te reo

® See-Saw: a digital portfolio to have improved parent communication
We are a School that

® Has a rural outlook e Support All learners

® Uses technology to improve our engagement of learning

 Builds strong relationships with our students

School start date is Wednesday February 2nd, 9:00am. Enrolment day is Friday
January 28th (9 -2 pm) or come for a visit. More details are on our School website

E: admin@waitakaruru.school.nz
W: www.waitakaruru.school.nz

P: 07 867 3155

Waitakaruru School
Canal West Road,

Waitakaruru RD 6 Thames 3576

I \ nn\ WA\‘ﬁ

After School Care & Holiday Program (OSCAR)
Breakaway FREE Youth Holiday Program e

il Music and Movement
Music Tuition
Disco Action
B Kids Can Cook
Friday-Night Friend-zy
Leaders in Training for Youth
RSy Paeroa Children's Day

Day Camp '0 A

_ 2 OAf
NLR W

Hauraki Resource Centre - Information & Advice
Paeroa Budgeting & Financial Mentoring Services
Furniture Bank
Paeroa Neighbours Food Bank

Supervised Contact
Paeroa Volunteer Drivers
Toy Library
Community Bus
hames Valley Alternative Learning

Maximised Cooking
Seniors Exercise
Tuning In - Senior music appreciation
Keen Team (Weigh In group)

Mahi Putea - Making Money Personal
Senior Bus Trips

[}
g - ik -

Carehouse Building Ph: 07 862- 9129
Facebook - Paeroa Community Support Trust
~enrolmy. com/pcst community- programs

N

omlt: gortrt g |y
y —-rrr-H i

[t

AStudent Life\, Wha

Get ready to go back to school

o matter your kid’s age, the transition

back to the classroom can be a tough
one, even if you spring for a new back-
pack that looks like a unicorn. Here are
some back-to-school ideas that your kids
will actually be excited about.

Create a back-to-school survival kit. Get
a small container, such as a pencil case
or makeup bag, and fill it with things that
you think your kid might find useful or
comforting when they head back to class.
Depending on their age, your back-to-
school kit might include things like gum or
fun pens and pencils, stickers, a hairbrush,
lotion, lip gloss, hand sanitizer, a stress
ball or an encouraging note from mom
or dad. If you’ve got a teenager on your
hands, try swapping the kiddie goodies
for snacks, gum, mini lotion or hand sani-
tizer, a water bottle or a gift card.

Take a back-to-school shopping trip.
This is a surefire way to get your kid
excited to go back to school - because
what kid wouldn’t love to get brand new
clothes and school supplies? Make sure
you don’t leave the house without a list of
the essentials.

Bake up a batch of treats. Saying good-
bye to summer and hello to the classroom
can be a tough transition, but luckily,
there’s nothing that a batch of back-to-
school cookies can’t fix!

Pick up a picture book. For younger
kids, reading picture books about the first
day of school can help with any fear and
anxiety they may have.

Prepare yummy school lunches. Break
from tradition for the first week of school.
Make your kiddo feel extra special by
packing some of their faves for lunch -
chicken and salad wraps, peanut butter

i -:ﬁ

Anybody who’s ever picked up a grumpy kid
from school knows they need some down-
time after a day of rules to unwind.

Photo: NATHAN DUMLAO/UNSPLASH

pitas or pizza wraps.

Carve out a kid cave. Anybody who's
ever picked up a grumpy kid from school
knows they need some downtime after
a day of rules to unwind. The first week
back might be kind of stressful and tir-
ing for your kids, so providing them with
a special spot simply for relaxing might
do the trick. This could be as simple as
creating a cozy fort and gathering some
new books, a juice box and one of those
yummy snack ideas.

Decorate back-to-school essentials or
make a back-to-school craft.

Add a personal touch to desks, plan-
ners, notebooks and binders. Younger stu-
dents will love creating collages of photos
and stickers on to their school essentials.
Try out a more sophisticated look for high
school or college kids by using washi tape
and decorative felt pens.

MOANATAIARI SCHOOL

Learning, growing and making a difference together.

AN
n @Moanataiari

ﬁ@moanataiarischool

NI NI
~  cal ENROLMENTS WELCOME ~ comeé&
— 8686504 . visitus
[oenfo\ - Term 1 starts 2nd February, 2022 today  ~
- www.moana.school.nz

Hauraki Plains Colleg—e

More Than a School
More than a tradition of excellence: future focused horizons.
More than credit counting: character shaping.
More than NCEA qualifications: pursuing a purposeful career direction.
More than the classroom: extensive sporting, cultural, leadership and service opportunities.
More than well kept buildings: a sense of belonging.
More than rules: a disciplined and supportive environment.

More than me: responsible and contributing citizens.

For Uniform www.argyleonline.co.nz and for PE / Hapu uniform www.nzuniforms.com

Senior Course Confirmation: Wed 26 Jan Year 12s 9am to midday; Year 13s 1pm to 4pm
First Day of School: Year 9 and 13 Tues 1 Feb. Powhiri at 9am. Everyone Back: Wed 2 Feb

Out of Zone Information Evening
Thursday 3 March 7pm, College Hall

Back to School Information 2022

For Stationery go to www.myschool.co.nz
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Programme prepares Valley
students to work outdoors PROGRAMMES AVAILABLE FOR 2022

Tipene* was working for Seal- If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these
ord based in Timaru.

At the start of the 2020 Covid T — are some of the FREE options we have for you:
pandemic, he was made redun- T . - -'h"‘
dant and made his way back to k ! i

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how
to deal with the public.

Paeroa to be with whanau.

While at home, he started to
get bored and wanted some-
thing to do. He reached out to
Valley Education and enquired
about the Te Mahi Whenua pro-
gramme.

“I just want to come off the
boats and have an outside job,”
he said.

Tipene enrolled in the Te Mahi
Whenua programme, which is
a course full of those skills that
would put Tipene right where
he wanted to be - in the great
outdoors.

He achieved a chainsaw ticket
alongside Health and Safety cre-
dentials. He learnt about fixing
and maintaining infrastructure,
fencing off waterways and en-
vironmental impacts. He also
gained quad bike and motorbike
skills. During his time at Valley

Education, he was also a great il - 3
mentor to the younger students Valley Education’s Te Mahi Whenua programme pre-

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2,
Intro to Agriculture L2
(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua (15 weeks)

Farming Systems (29 weeks); Horticulture Level 3

We also offer some fee paying short programmes — Barista and
Driving lessons from learners through to full license options.
Call us for pricing.

in mana and mahi. pares students for jobs outdoors. Photo: SUPPLIED
Our Valley Education tutors his outside job all around the North Island. Call in
were only too willing to be refer- and have a chat about how Valley Education can
ees for Tipene when he applied help realise your goals.
for a job at a local KopU-based * Not his real name.
company. Tipene is now enjoying ezl FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES

= Ngu'l’e.u
Sty B & Playcentre

* Focusing on engaging
children in real life learning

* Rural school environment
close to town

* Small class sizes MNaw Mail We Fun sessions for children aped 0-6 years ot § McMillan
* One to one digital devices Street on Tuesdays and Fridays 9am fo 1:30am.

* Personalised learning Ploycentre is ren by parents. Qur main poal is te learn and grow

* School van pick up and drop f&grﬂwr with avr tamariki and fe build nennin;ﬁ! relatienships with

ather families in the local community.
We hawe amaZing FesouFeés faF ouf famariki and offér lots of fum
learning experiences. Yov can find more on ovr Facebeok pagpe.

off with door to door service
within the local area of a 6km

radius, or by negotiation Everyone iy welecome fo visit, pet in fovch via Facebook, Phone/Text
of Email Kafie. See you soon!

KOPUARAHI SCHOOL

Bush Road, Neatea | 867 5048 > G
) 8 | @NGATEAPC | ratic - 021 923 434 ﬂiwﬂﬁﬁ
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As part of a Valley Profile
series, MEGHAN HAWKES
searches through old
newspapers to bring you the
stories Thames Valley locals
once read about themselves.

1880

Pigeons carrying reports for
newspapers were mostly re-
liable but one for the Thames
Star which should have arrived
in time for the evening paper
didn’t. “Our winged messenger
did not turn up till this morn-
ing,” apologised the paper. The
message detailed the progress of
Mr Rolleston, a politician visit-
ing the district. He was driven by
the Thames Mayor to Hikutaia
in the first buggy ever to travel
that piece of road. They called at
the Puriri Spring and tasted the
water. At Hikutaia, refreshments
were taken and Mr Rolleston’s
health was toasted. Mr Rolleston
thanked the Mayor and said he
hoped the next time he visited
to ride by ‘iron horse’ — train. He
expressed surprise at all he had
seen, which had quite contradict-
ed his former impression of the
place. From Hikutaia, the party
proceeded to Paeroa on horse-
back where they were supplied
milk with rum.

The approaches to the Oma-
hu punt crossing needed work
before the Waikato Cavalry,

The original pigeongram services loft, Auckland.

who were attending the Easter
Review, passed over it. Set-
tlers asked the County Council
to supply the timber and they
would provide the labour. Con-
tractors were pushing on with
the County road between Paeroa
and Omahu. Soon it would be an
easy matter to drive a buggy from
Paeroa to Omahu, and but for a
bad piece of road at Komata, one
could drive all to way up from
Grahamstown. The Piako Swamp
was sold by the Piako Swamp
Company to the Waikato Land
Association for the neat little
sum of £300,000. This company
had been formed in London with
a capital of £600,000, for the
purpose of investing in land in
the North Island. This area had
once been denigrated as a veri-
table bog, which, if trodden on
by man or bullock, would heave
and shake all round for miles, so
wafer-thin was the surface and
so water-gruelly the slush that
served as subsoil.

For several weeks, millions
of fish began coming ashore to
die all along the east coast. They

Photo: SUPPLIED

came gasping to the surface and
appeared poisoned. Three cats
had also died, possibly from the
effects of eating the fish. When
opened, the fish had nothing in
their stomachs and the phenom-
enon was attributed to the heat
of the sea water. Someone who
used to often walk from Graham-
stown to Tapu Creek had, dur-
ing the autumn months, noticed
large quantities of dead and dy-
ing fish cast upon the shore. In
many instances the scales were
nearly all scratched off them. He
thought the fish had some yearly
distemper, which had assumed
unusual proportions this season.

Some years previously, enor-
mous quantities of shags died
in the Hauraki Gulf; their death
may have had some connection
with the demise of the fish.

At Paeroa, a man was charged
with using threatening and abu-
sive language for the purpose of
annoyance and provocation by
saying to another: “You dirty lit-
tle blackguard, only that I would
not dirty my hands on you, I
would put you in the gutter.”

WI takes on potato competition

Cathie Haakma had invited us to her
place for the Kerepehi Women’s In-
stitute meeting. The weather wasn’t
wonderful but we wanted to be outside
if possible. President Elaine Jolliffe wel-
comed eight members plus Tina and
Cathie. We had a minute of silence for
all the people in the United States who
had been hit by tornadoes.
We had a lovely thank you letter read
out from the Paeroa Trust Food Bank
as we had all donated cans of food to it
from a Roll Call in November. Thirteen
pairs of knitted slippers were donated
to the Women'’s Refuge also. Elaine pre-
sented Cathie with her 40-year pin and
there was also a 25-year pin for Karen
Haakma to be given at a later date as
she lives in Hamilton. Our thought for
the month was supplied and read by
Debbie Smith: ”If you are brave enough
to say goodbye, life will reward you with
a new hello”. Our fundraising raffle was
drawn: first prize went to Judith West
and second prize went to Kate Main.
We had all been growing a seedling
potato in a bucket, which we had to take
to Cathie’s (pictured below). Tina helped
us all bring our buckets of potatoes up
their steep drive before they were emp-
tied out and judged. Biggest potato: Jan
Edmonds; smallest: Marion van Eyk;
most edible crop: Elaine Jolliffe; small-
est crop: Carolyn Giles. Christmas stock-
ing: Bev Adamson, 1; Carolyn Giles, 2.
Our institute Christmas raffle, which
we all donated gifts to, was announced:
Tina Haakma, 1; Carolyn Giles, 2; Elaine
Jolliffe, 3. Homemade Christmas deco-
ration: Elaine Jolliffe, 1; Jan Edmonds,

2; Bev Adamson, 3. We also presented
Cathie with a bouquet of flowers. And
she gave us all a homemade card and
some daffodil seeds. It had started to
rain so we all moved inside and had a
sing along with Janice and lan Coulloun,
and Joanne and kids had arrived too.

It started to rain so we moved inside
and had afternoon tea and a sing song
with lan and Janice Colloun and Joanne
Haakma and kids. We finished the after-
noon by playing a game of Mrs Right and
Mrs Left with our Christmas presents we
all brought. The next meeting is at Bev
Adamson’s home on February 8.
GOLDFIELDS WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
The Christmas meeting of the Goldfields
Women'’s Institute was held at The Mel-
bourne Cafe in Thames on December
14. Members enjoyed a lovely lunch,
good company and were pleased to be
able to celebrate our final meeting of
2021 after all its frustrations, and look
forward to 2022 with all members hop-
ing for better things to come.

A Christmas card had been received
from Jill Bridgman and also a thank
you card from St John Ambulance for
the box of toys that we had donated.
This is to help a child who needs their
assistance and is frightened so they
are given a toy to cuddle to help them
through their ordeal. After lunch, five
really good raffle prizes were drawn and
the lucky winners were Jill Affleck, Carol
Cresswell, Carole Bridle, Sue Fah and
Anne Bicknell. President Helen Udy then
wished everyone a very Merry Christ-
mas and was looking forward to seeing

JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY
SPORT

BEST

TOYOTA

2400cc, WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

6,500

m\)S\ go

203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

ey "% ALL VEHICLES REDUCED. MUST GO. ACT NOW! &y veh
Call in and discuss a deal. Terms & trade ins.

icl
mUSI‘ go ¢

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA

1800cc Auto, All Extras, Facelift Model in Red

BEST AVAILABLE

2001 HONDA CONCERTO
4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms,

Very Tidy, Drives Well

i

$4,695
Bl  NISSAN |

2001 NISSAN PRIMERA

245,000kms, 1998cc, CD, Air, Elecs,
Nice Mags, In Grey with Blue Interior,
LOOK, TEST DRIVE, BUY TODAY

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895 2008 NISSAN TILDA 5DR HATCHBACK ~ $7,995
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater. T 79,000kms, 1500cc Auto, All extras, Original
In white. VALUE
$4 500 $2 850 $2 500 | 2003 NissAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
2005 TOYOTA EST $5,995 J J J 1800cc Auto, 232,000kms $3,495
5 door Hatch, 1500cc Auto. All extras, In silver, MITSUBISHI [ HONDA | 1952 NISSAN MAXIMA 54260
E tional Conditi )
Xceplional Bondiion 1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500 | 1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2.295 | 2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very fidy in white ~ $2.995
2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $6,995 | 1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200 J 4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $1,995 1999 NISSAN CEFIRO $4 495
158,000kms, 2360cc Auto, All extras, in gold, $5,995 i
7 seats, Best Available 2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400 ]| 1995 HONDA ODYSSEY §2,805 | | 2500ccAuto, 124,000kms, All extras  BEST $3,995
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $2,995 N| 4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD
' ’ : €D, 2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON 2,495
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500 Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE 1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New ’
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan $3,995 | 2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795 S '
182,000 kms, al extras 4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very fidy, Up in kms $2,500 || 2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,695 | | 1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV $2975
1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3295 | I - Yo XT3 s W YW Yo IT-) | | 1600cc. Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,200 | | 1500cc Auto, In good tidy condition $2,745
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition ~ $2,995
Has wiring problems, suit auto electrician Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags, $2,995 T T '

2007 FORD FOCUS S/W $5,995
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras, VALUE $5,225
Met Blue

1997 FORD LASER A CLASSIC DREAM

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate ~ $3,000
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore

1990 FORD LASER GL $2,995
5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000 kms

Worth repairing REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA

4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls,

WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
2001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE

5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,

New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

Slwagon, Electrics, VALUE

DAEWOO

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/IWAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto, $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

Top Condition

HOLDEN

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA $2,250
2.2 Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF, ~ $1,995
Original condition

1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCLAIM $4,500
3.8L Auto, CD, Mags $3,995
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Church to mark
Mmilestone with week-
long celebrations

By GORDON PREECE

t George Church in Thames

hopes for a big turnout dur-
ing their 150th celebrations,
which begin on Friday.

Paul Jennings, who’s heading
the Mackay St church’s 150th
anniversary committee, said
celebrations would focus on two
church services.

“A thanksgiving service will
take place on January 28 led by
Vicar Brendon Wilkinson at 6pm
with Reverend David Cooper and
his wife bagpiping us into the
church, which will be a little take
on what happened 150 years
ago,” he said.

“The service will then have a
talk by Russell Skeet about the
history of St George’s, followed
by a thanksgiving prayer and the
congregation’s oldest member
cutting the anniversary cake.”

St George’s second main cel-
ebration will take place at the

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH

1868 - The original St George’s was built.

1871 - The congregation held events to raise funds for a second
construction attempt after being destroyed by a storm

1872 - The current St George’s Church opens.

2022 - St Georges’s will celebrate 150 years in January-February.

church on February 5 led by a
Bishop and will include another
anniversary cake cutting, this
time by a “special” member of
the church. From January 31 to
February 4, St George’s will be
open to the public from 11am
to 1pm and 3pm to 6pm with
photographic displays of the
church’s history, architecture
and current mission work.

Paul earlier told The Profile
celebration planning had been
a frustrating exercise due to
Covid-19. “We planned to hold a
traditional dance in the church
on February 4, but that’s fallen
over due to issues with social
distancing, and we can’t host a
performance by a violinist and
a pianist because one of them
wasn’t vaccinated,” he said.

“Everyone’s welcome to attend
St George’s celebrations as long
as they have a vaccine pass.”
More information: www.thame-
sanglican.com.

LEFT: An early

photo of St George’s
Church in Mackay St,
Thames.

RIGHT: Vicesimus
Lush was the first
incumbent Anglican
Minister and his
residence is now the
Lamp and Bite cafe.
His journals have
been published in
four books.

Photos: SUPPLIED

-l

Congratulations

St. George’s

Anglican Church

Hardware

on celebrating

. Engineering and Welding Products

THAMES, NEW ZEALAND 150 years
. Fastenings and Extrusions
. Key cutting and Locksmithing
. Interior and Exterior Paint
. Marine Supplies
. PPE and Footwear
. Tools 150 years working together supporting
. Hose and Rubber

our community and our story is still unfolding

-

five generations -
308 POLLEN ST, SHORTLAND, THAMES

www.readbros.co.nz
07 868 6608

Johns Read'’s Shortland premises c. 1900.
Arthur Read — 2nd from Left

T

TWENTYMANS

I,
FUNERAL ‘}‘4&" 10) 1 AG 101
Since 1867

www.twentymans.co.nz | §
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Wedd'mgs & Events

Passionate about creating
contemporary catering

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

rchard Providores are the ca-

tering team behind The Public
Office restaurant based in Ngatea,
providing catering for weddings,
corporate functions and private
events.

All of our food is handmade by
our team of chefs using fresh in-
gredients to make beautiful cuisine
that compliments your special day.

We offer a fully bespoke service
because we know that everyone’s
big day is different and special to
you.

Our team are fully mobile and
can cater events in most locations,
from a formal venue to a rustic
rural wedding. We cover the Coro-
mandel, Hauraki Plains and into the
wider Waikato area.

Our menus offer a range of op-

tions to suit small intimate affairs
through to large celebrations. We
understand that everyone works
to a different budget and we work
with you to get the right menu to
suit your needs.

Sharing platters, canapes, buffet,
banquet and plated styles, we have
all of these covered. It’s your big
day so we want to make it as spe-
cial and as uncomplicated for you
as possible.

Orchard Providores is passionate
about creating contemporary cater-
ing with fresh and vibrant flavours.
We aim to make unforgettable food
fit for your occasion. Our capable
team can take care of everything
on your behalf so you can focus on
enjoying your big day.

- Supplied by Orchard Providores

Tlps for plannlng your blg day

Engaged? Not sure where to
start with planning the big
day? The Coromandel and Hau-
raki region is a fantastic loca-
tion for your celebration - from
beaches to forest and bushland
to the plains.

There are venues that do it all
for you or options for DIY wed-
dings. We are lucky to have a
huge range to suit everyone.

The first place to start is your
guest list - this will determine
what venue or venues may suit.

There are options for all in-
clusive venues, where they take

care of the catering and bar, or if
you prefer to organise your own
vendors for this, there’s a range
of community halls and proper-
ties that can be rented and clubs
that accommodate functions.

Many places get booked quick-
ly during peak season so it pays
to get that aspect sorted quickly
if you have a preferred date.

Looking for your vendors and
not sure where to start?

There is a great local direc-
tory of our amazing vendors
www.yourcoromandelwedding.
co.nz. Now more than ever it's

so important to support local
businesses. There is also Marry
Me Coromandel, a local wedding
expo scheduled in Thames on
June 12. Tickets are available
here: marrymecoromandel.
co.nz. It will be a great place to
meet local vendors and start
your planning journey or find the
last few people you need for your
day.

Wedding planning can be
overwhelming but with the right
vendors behind your big day it
will be all kinds of amazing.

- Supplied by Make Your Day Events

We offer affordable quality

marquee packages =

& event styling for:
weddings, birthdays,
anniversaries, school balls,
baby showers

and more.

e Winners Outstanding Wedding
Stylist Theme Artist and Outstanding
Hire and Theming,
Wedding Industry Awards 2019
e Finalist in
Outstanding Marquee Hire

Make Your
Day Events

* Marquee Hire
* Event Styling &
Coordination

* Event Decor

B
< -~ 2 -~ r e

Make Your Day Events
Ph. 027 777 3094

www.makeyourdayevents.co.nz

| =

o

Catering

Weddin
Corporate &
Private Events

Orchard Providores are pasmionate aboul
creatfing frash conhemporan) manus el
wark for all aocasions.

"‘-l;'! k5

10 Orchard Road West | Noatea
e: eal@orchardprovidores.conz

n [@orchardprovidoras @ @orchardprovidoras

ORCHARD
PROVIDORES

FINE FOOD & CATERING

p: OF B&I (W
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Weddings & Events

Aﬁja and David Corbett of
Corbett Hous€'in Hlkutala

Say ‘I do at Corbett House

ith our historic homestead,

American-style barn and
classic little white Chapel, Corbett
House offers the perfect setting
for your special day.

Located within the small ru-
ral village of Hikutaia, between
Thames and Paeroa, our 1.5
hectare grounds have pictur-
esque gardens and maghnificent
100-year-old native trees.

Heritage-filled Corbett House
is an iconic landmark that offers
a unique setting for photos and
bridal party preparation and ac-
commodation. We have three
beautiful rooms available and
offer a full, cooked breakfast in

the morning.

The newly-built American-
style barn with three large cedar
doors opens up to an expansive
grounds with large shade trees
perfect for your guests to mingle
before reception time. The barn
can seat up to 100 guests. We
have tables and chairs available
for your reception and ample off-
street parking.

The wedding chapel offers
a traditional setting option for
exchanging your vows. Situated
right next door to Corbett House,
you can choose to exchange your
vows in the interdenominational
chapel or simply say “l do” un-

der one of the many large trees
throughout the gardens.

Our team here at Corbett house
want to help you bring your vision
of the perfect day to life. We offer
the venue with all the essentials
needed for creating the perfect
day.

We also have a wedding plan-
ning service available if you want
help working through the finer
details of your day, including liais-
ing with caterers, sourcing deco-
rations and photographers.

Our team at Corbett house are
here to help you bring your vision
of the perfect day to life.

- Supplied by Corbett House

Three variants and a Weddmg

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
s | write this, there are 35 days
left until my wedding.

That’s 35 days to finalise the
numbers, 35 days to choose the
music playlist, and 35 days to learn
how to walk in my shoes.

And even though the heels are
short, the numbers are low, and
the playlist has already been filled
with requests from family mem-
bers, the nerves are still lingering.

Because not only do | have to
face the prospect of heaving myself
up a flight of stairs to getonto a
boat berthed in Auckland’s Viaduct
Harbour, but I'm constantly aware
of Covid-19 and the impacts it
could have on the day.

Having a wedding during a pan-
demic means being conscious of
the South Island guests wary of
flying up to the super city. It means
being aware of the regulations that
could be altered at any moment. It
means staring at the Countdown
app on my phone and hoping it all

;

goes off without a hitch.

When my partner and | chose
the date more than a year ago, per-
haps we were naive in thinking that
Covid-19 wouldn’t be around. Back
then, there was no Delta, there was
no Omicron. We'd heard stories of
nuptials being cancelled and post-
poned, but only now do we greatly
empathise with the couples who
had to make those hard decisions.

Because planning a wedding is
not easy for everyone. There are
always the guests you need to
chase for an RSVP, there are always
questions you don’t know the an-
swer to, there is always a debate
with the caterer on the cost of the
grazing platters.

Now, planning a wedding means
there is always a chance the day
might not go ahead. But, like every-
one, we'll simply wait and see what
2022 brings, and hope that our
wedding is included.

Tk e
Journalism
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CORBEIT HOUSE

HERITAGE B&B | WEDDING VENUE

THE PERFECT RURAL
WEDDING VENUE

B 'i:.rr--

Our American style barn and historic homestead surrounded by lush farmland
and extensive gardens makes for a stunning backdrop for your special day.

Offering affordable tailored packages to suit every wedding.

Find out more at corbetthouse.co.nz | 8088 SH 26, Hikutaia | Ph 021128 7693
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GBD providing a standard of hospitality
that dates all the way back to 1869

 Available for functions
and celebrations

* Seating up to 120

* Accommodation

available

700 Pollen St, Thames * Phone 868 6008
E: gbd@thejunction.net.nz
© GrahamstownBarAndDiner
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DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST
Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa,
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

=

THAMES VALLEY

SUPPORT

CREMATD RY

LTD.

LOCAL

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz

CONTACT: 07 868 6003

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

[ *%
Forever
Pets

PET CREMATORIUM

Visit the website
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet
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ACROSS 66 Grumpy person (6) 29 Image-capturing
1 Canal boat (5) 67 Club’s device (6)
4 Imbibe heavily administrators (9) 30 Reaping implement
regularly (5,4,1,4) 72 Person of unknown  (6)

11 Smithy’s block (5)
14 Dark beer (5)
15 Weapon (3,3,5)

abilities who may
surprise (4,5)
73 Sanctuary (5)

33 Interior (5)
35 Delicious (5)
36 Gramophone

16 Death notice (8) 74 Thrown spear (7) record (4)

19 Dentist’s filler (7) 79 Albumen (3,5) 37 Border (4)

20 Less (5) 80 Noncompliant (11) 42 Pixies (5)

21 Violent upheaval or 81 Glazier’s filler (5) 43 Long paper ribbon
disaster (9) 82 Woollen fabric (5) (8)

24 Great indiscriminate
massacre (9)

26 Horse’s headgear (6)
27 Thinly distributed (6)
31 Fundamental (5)
32 Calculate roughly (8)
34 Study and
treatment of mental
disease (10)

38 Pancreas product (7)
39 Have in mind as a
purpose (6)

40 Delicately pretty (6)
41 City transport (4)
42 Crux (7)

83 Change of mind;
revised opinion (6,8)
84 Pip fruit (5)

44 Accessories (6)
45 Wedding partner
(10)

46 Biblical garden (4)
47 Finished (7)

48 Giloss (6)

49 Hits with open hand
(5)

51 Bitter-tasting (4)
52 Feeling of anger
caused by offence (7)
53 Baking instructions
(6)

58 Handed on by will
(10)

DOWN

2 Season (6)

3 Thin porridge (5)

5 Space (4)

6 Eastern (anag)(7)
7 Accounts book (6)
8 Scottish church (4)
9 Pleasantly pungent (8)
10 Walk lamely (6)
11 Germ-killing
solution (10)

45 Panting (10) 12 Calf meat (4) 59 Foe (5)
50 Wide tidal river 13 Clothes for 63 Interrogate (8)
mouth (7) newborn (7) 64 Book of maps (5)

54 Fluctuate (4)
55 Clothes (6)
56 Scamp (6)
57 Reduction in
expenditure (7)

17 Conductor’s stick (5)
18 Study of the flight of
projectiles (10)

22 Maltreat (5)

23 Standards for

65 Very old (7)

68 Following orders (7)
69 Wheeled boots (6)
70 Summerhouse (6)
71 Handgun (6)

60 Sheepish, judging by (8) 75 Kit out (5)
chagrined (10) 25 Free time (7) 76 Monster (4)

61 Revolt, rebellion (8) 26 Distance from side 77 Sudden jar (4)

62 Content (5) to side (7) 78 Make with yarn and
65 Tree-lined street (6) 28 Pollutes (6) needles (4)

ANEEESEEE

d B H Bu " |
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Cabbage, 4 Remembered, 9 Charade, 13 Barb, 14 Stamps, 15 Netted, 16 Harmony,
19 Adaptation, 20 Eventful, 21 Skull, 24 Balsam, 25 Proofs, 27 Shadowing, 32 Thriving,

33 Strict, 34 Uncouth, 38 Diameter, 39 Avoids, 40 Sack, 41 Stage, 42 Great, 45 Putin a good

word, 52 Cream, 55 Stain, 56 Ugly, 57 Talked, 58 Scribble, 61 Monitor, 62 Alarms, 63 Diamonds,

66 Racetrack, 68 Mousse, 69 Apollo, 73 Cuffs, 74 Edginess, 76 Stroganoff, 81 Ignored,
82 Geisha, 83 Ponder, 84 Have, 85 Stately, 86 Asymmetric, 87 Trisect.

DOWN: 1 Cobra, 2 Barnacle, 3 Estate, 4 Romeo, 5 Mast, 6 Manners, 7 Esteem, 8 Erect, 10 Hoax,
11 Ramekin, 12 Dangle, 17 Attachment, 18 Guide, 22 Forgiven, 23 Swing, 24 Bulldog, 26 Ruin,
28 Hacksaw, 29 Lineup, 30 Fresco, 31 Stigma, 33 Sting, 35 Otter, 36 Face, 37 Scar, 43 Ration,
44 Alibi, 46 Urge, 47 ldyllic, 48 Artery, 49 Ogles, 50 Dreadful, 51 Doctor, 52 Child’s play, 53
Ebbs, 54 Maestro, 59 Poker, 60 Bats, 64 Crude, 65 Allocate, 67 Affront, 68 Message, 70 Budget,
71 Jetsam, 72 Covert, 75 Ideas, 77 Tonic, 78 Fleet, 79 Tell, 80 Spar.
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GARDENING

Harvest time arrives in the garden

Belng one of the hottest
months of the year, Febru-
ary is one of the main harvest
periods. It’s an in-between sea-
son in the garden, harvest time
has arrived with vengeance and
it is a time for preserving, freez-
ing and storing produce for win-
ter and spring use. There’s much
glanting of winter and spring
ulbs to be done.
VEGETABLES
Beans — dwarf and climbing. All
must be sown very early in the
month no later than the first or
second week. Beetroot — Late
sowings can still be made ready
for winter harvest. Broccoli and
cabbages seedlings can be plan-
tes in well prepared beds at in-
tervals to provide a succession
of late winter harvest.
Carrots — Harvest as required.
Further sowings can be made
but ensure you regularly culti-
vate and aerate soil for best re-
sults. Cucumber, eggplants and
peppers and tomatoes — Contin-
ue to harvest crops and preserve
and freeze excess quantities
for later use. Onions — Harvest
time has arrived. If wet weather
is on the horizon set out onions
on shallow trays indoors where
th?’ can dry and cure. Clip tops
roots and store in open
mesh tray or boxes to dry. Ku-
mara — Harvest once the leaves
start to yellow. Cut back the foli-
age and carefully lift the kumara
with a fork. Leave them on the
ground for a few days to cure.
Cover with a sack or newspa-
per at night. Store in a cool dry
place.

The main harvest begins for many fruits, including peaches.

Plant seedlings of leeks, broccoli,
capsicum, lettuce, rocket, silver-
beet, spinach, spring onion to
name a few.

FLOWERS

Gaps appear in flower borders
as early season flowers die out
and need replanting. Early au-
tumn rain often causes mature
plants to become disease rid-
den. Once foliage starts to de-
teriorate, old plants need to be
removed to compost bins and
the ground prepared for further
planting. Bulbs and Perennials —
Plant, divide, weed and cultivate
throughout the winter months
while plants are dormant. Pre-
pare ground incorporating fer-
tiliser. Plant out — Fuchsia, pe-
tunia, dahlia, verbena, alyssum,
€osmos, gazania, marigold, nem-
esia, chrysanthemum, daffodil,
tulip, hyacinth, pansy and viola,
dianthus, gerbera and lavender.
FRUIT

Main autumn harvest begins.

Photo: PIXABAY

Late season peaches and plums
mature rapidly with the onset
of cooler autumn nights and
hot sunny days. Apples develop
higher skin colour. Earliest ma-
turing varieties will soon be fol-
lowe§ by main season varieties.
Main late season peaches and
plums are now fully mature. Ir-
rigate trees thoroughly to swell
the fruit size before harvest if
dry weather prevails. Continue
with the pest control and watch
for codling moth. Strawberries —
With the completion of the main
fruiting season, old plants can be
dug out.
HERBS
Plant new herbs for a continued
supply — basil, chilli, coriander
and parsley.
LAWNS
Perfect time for sowing new lawn
is late February. It is a busy time
coming up for lawn mowing as
growth rate increases.

- Ngatea Garden Circle

Highland whiskey and
haggis in Paeroa

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Al&hough Paeroa’s annual
ighland Games and Tat-
too was cancelled for 2022
due to Covid-19 uncertainty,
residents will still be able to
transport themselves to the
Scottish glens come February.

A ‘Whiskey and Haggis’
evening has been planned
for February 12 at the former
Paeroa racecourse to celebrate
Scottish heritage.

The night will include a full
meal of haggis, neeps and tat-
ties, ham, roast vegetables,
and salads.

There will also be a haggis
ceremony, Scottish country
dancers, and pipers.

Back in November, the

Plenty of action at last year’s Highland Games.

Paeroa Highland Games com-
mittee said it had not taken
the decision to cancel lightly,
but due to issues such as the
pipe bands not being able to
practice during lockdown, and
the uncertainty of Covid -19,
it decided to instead concen-
trate on planning for the 2023
event. It will now take place
on February 11, 2023.
DETAILS: Haggis and Whiskey
evening, February 12, 2022, at
the old Paeroa racecourse from
5:30pm, $35pp with all profits
going to The Paeroa Highland
Games. Bookings a must. Please
txt Lyn 027 681 8610.
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HiBiscus

LAVENDER

NEMESIA

MANDEVILLA

PETUNIA
PLUS

LOTS MORE IN

Gilmer Farms

Great range of culinary herbs
Find us at Rotary Farmers market,
last Sunday of the month

in the Mall carpark.

Phone 029 870 4433
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Situations Vacant

Public Notices

ARBORIST

Woodturners
Cafe
in Ngatea are
looking for a
Cafe Assistant
to join our
growing team.

Variable hours.

Wi e T

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given as required by Clause 9.1 of the
Thames Valley Rugby Football Unions Constitution that
the Annual General Meeting of the Thames Valley Rugby
Football Union Inc. will be held at the Unions Offices,
140a Normanby Road, Paeroa on
WEDNESDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 2022,
commencing at 7.30PM.

A vaccine pass will be required

Centennial Park Board
AGM
1pm
Paeroa Rugby & Sports
Club Inc
AGM
General Business

Annual Report
Election of Officers

Sunday 13th February
2022 1.30pm
At Centennial Park
5 Towers Street, Paeroa

TREE

- #>*SHAPES
Quatii Actrirs

=~ Treework Large & Small

#- Stump Grinding = Hedge Trimming

#~ Fruit Tree Pruning #~ Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

Involves one

Situations Vacant For Sale
weekend day. S—
No experience PrOﬁle CAR - 1996 Nissan
required. Bluebird. WoT and
PAPER RUNNER Rego. Motor not

Full training given.
Contact Lorraine
021 246 9376

We are looking for a reliable person to deliver the
Valley Profile every week in Thames in the
Grafton Rd / Reservoir Rd area.

Please apply to
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

working. $400 Ph 022
129 0169

078624809 021 307 029

MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER
METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES
FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FER'I-'

nmvéﬂavs Pﬁ)qrm'r._l;ls

DRrivING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

1. L1 ..

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 o Odd jobs considered
John Hedges  One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Digger, Bulldozer

: & Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHonE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

FIREWOOD

ikt || A

SPLINTA’S FIREWOOD

SERVICES

Old Man Pine ® Gum ® Mac ® Pine

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
ﬁ splintasfirewood
Email: splintasfirewood@gmail.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Jo’

'&'mn lg your taste budS

o Aji chilli and
heritage tomato

JLS

o Affordable Graphic Design Service

seeds for sale

for Business Cards, Flyers & Pamphlets

Ph 021 100 8709

E: aajisservices@outlook.com

TABS
TECH £ ADMIN
BUSINESS SUPPORT

IT SUPPORT
NERD, MYOE

ACHIN
WERSITE
DERT DOLLECTRON
HOT DESNT

www.tabs.net.nz

* Interior & Exterior » Residential & Light Commercial
* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

THAMES

N
MARKET

Simee 19935
Locally made and produced goods

Every Saturday
8am - 12pm
Pollen St, Grahamstown
021 0266 7161

PLUMBER

Servicing Thames & Surrounding Areas

Contact

“For All Your
Plumbing Needs”

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.

We have over 30 years of butchery expertise.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
¢ Professional facilities.

¢ Smoked meats are our specialty. E

e 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
e Game orders over 10kg

AIENSJUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

- PORTALOO HIRE |

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

SIGN DESIGN PRINT
Professional Sign & Design Service

Logo Design & Company Branding
Vehicle Graphics

Directional & Information Signs
Shop & Site Signage

Footpath Signs

'
VALLEY
SIGNS

13 Francis Street, Paeroa 3600
07 862 8290

Banners

Business Cards

valleysigns@xtra.co.nz

0210 6777 02

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz
W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB

MOBILE MECHANIC

+“mohile
mechanics

We come to you...
4 Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,
campervans, machinery & small engines
% Batteries available
Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

PLUMBER

Tharmued

PLUMBING * DRAINAGE * GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@Ilaserplumbing.co.nz
“Covering The Valley”

WALLPAPERER

Pete
® Grinder
8 027 535 0580

Péfe the Paperhanger

www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

CLASSIFIEDS CALL THE EXPERTS

BUILDING SUPPLIES

For all your
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

PlaceMakers

CLEANING SERVICES

CALL SIMON - 022 378 1580

RESIDENTIAL f COMMERCIAL
- DRY CARPET CLEAMING
WASHING
WALLS & CEILINGS

RES

BLCLET CLEANING SERVICES

"/%/el

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our famzly serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

o Traditional and

Bespoke Funerals
o Direct Cremation
o Pre-Planning

Ph: 0800 862 6362

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

Funeral Direciors:

NEEECLRTIDR EF ME

* Quality ¢ Paint « Colour * Advice
* Wallpaper * Accessories
Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

RUBBISH REMOVAL

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,
Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd
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CLASSIFIEDS

Situations Vacant Situations Vacant Situations Vacant
Trade Assistant/Fitter CHEF
Paeroa Farm Services is the local dealer, supplier, ) .
GROUP and service agent for Davey, Grundfos, Karcher and EXperIenced chef reqUIred for Thames

Class 5 Truck Driver
— Thames Based

. Do you have a safe record of driving?
. Hold a Class 5 licence?

. Got a “Can do, WILL DO” attitude?

. Energetic and physically fit?

. Want to be home at night?

If your answer to the above is yes — we want to hear from you!

An opportunity is available to join the Murphy team as a Truck Driver
with an immediate start based in Kopu, Thames.

In this role, you will be driving our fleet vehicles.

Minimum of 80 hours per fortnight, with rotating Saturday roster
involved. Rate of pay dependent on experience.

For this role, you will utilize your:

. Safe record of driving (this will be assessed)

. “can do” and keen to help out attitude

. Pro-active attitude to safety procedures

. Solid literacy/numeracy and customer service skills

If this sounds like you, apply now by emailing your cover letter, CV
and current drivers licence (front & back) to
employment@murphybuses.co.nz

Applications close 20th February 2022
unless position is filled earlier.

Applicants for this position must have
NZ residency or a valid NZ work visa.

Waikato Milking systems among other well-known
branded products. We pride ourselves on our
great culture, continuing growth and offer plenty of
opportunity for the right individual.

restaurant. Must be able to work nights and
weekends. For more information:
phone 868 6008 or 027 697 9003, |[KERVRN,

Due to our increased workload a position is
available for a Trade Assistant/Fitter.

Public Notice
This full-time position would be working on water
pumps, filtration systems, milking machines, PAEROA
irrigation, and wastewater systems. Full training ‘Fq-
will be provided, but knowledge of dairy or water ' %

industries would be advantageous.

Key skills required for the role:

PAEROA SOCIETY
OF ARTS

+ Mechanically minded
+ Willing to learn

+ Strong problem solver Presents
. ExceIIIen;Icomlm;.r:‘it?ation, time management and Annual AI’t AW&I'dS 2022
organisational abilities )
+ Capability to work well in a team environment Openmg 4th February 2022
+ Must have restricted or full New Zealand driving Running throughout the
license
+ Heavy Truck Licence would be advantageous IIlOl’lth Of Febmary'
¢ NZ Residency or valid NZ Work Visa. 10am —3pm
Open when the
Please send cover letter and CV to Fl t
ashleigh@paeroafs.co.nz ags arc out.
Applications close 28th January 2022 All Welcome

—
HAURAKI

CISTRCT COUMCIL

This advertisement is authorised by the Hauraki District Council

HDC NEWS

Stop in the name of love

The whole of New Zealand moved
to traffic light alert level RED at
11:59pm on Sunday 23 January,

to help stop the spread of
Omicron. Our offices remain open
and you can find updates to our
services on our website. Keeping
loved ones and the community safe
means following covid-19 guidelines.
Learn more at https://covid1g.govt.nz

Plains Ward Water Restrictions

From Monday 24 January, the whole of the Plains
Ward will be at Level 3 water restrictions, which
means a total ban on the use of all sprinkler,
unattended hoses and garden irrigation systems.
Hand-held hoses can
be used on alternate
days: If your address
is an even number you
can use your hose on
even numbered days,
and vice versa for odd
numbered houses. =% Every drop counts

Plains Ward - Level 3 Restriction
Hand held hoses only from Monday 24 January
1. Conserve water

2. Sprinklers on alternate days

2 3. Handheld hoses only

4. Total watering ban

Rubbish and Recycling Collection

Kerbside collections will be  Captain Clean spells out what
a day later than usual after 7 &% i g94r ncgAing
Auckland Anniversary and
Waitangi Day weekends.
Don't miss the truck, check
the collection schedule at
https://www.hauraki-dc.
govt.nz/services/refuse/
kerbside-pubhols/ '.'

E - Cardboand

B Ay

P - Proms g Spanenl na
T-Ta

P = P igumpser

CAPTM = ot

Council Meetings

Our first meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday g February. See our full 2022
D calendar at https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.
nz/our-council/council-meetings/

OO

FixIlt Online service request

For non urgent service requests, use our handy
online request form at https://forms.hauraki-
dc.govt.nz/fixit-service-request-online/

For URGENT issues, like a water break,
flooding, dogs, noise etc, phone 07 862 8609
or 0800 734 834 now. These numbers are
attended 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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SPORTS

Donations received for club

By GORDON PREECE

hames Squash Club has

been served several large
donations to go toward replac-
ing its 50-year-old roof.

Club president Rob John-
ston, who’s held the position
for five years, said the club
had received a $14,380 dona-
tion from New Zealand Com-
munity Trust (NZCT) and a
further $15,000 from the Lion
Foundation for the project.

“NZCT were our first funders
when we started upgrading
the clubrooms in 2018 where
they funded $20,000 to go
towards the upgrade of our
deck, which made a massive
difference to the clubrooms
and how we operate,” he told
The Profile.

“Then in 2019 they funded
us $15,000 to go towards the
clubroom’s exterior painting
and now theyre helping us
with the roof, which is mas-
sively important for the club’s
outkeep, so they’re a spectacu-
lar organisation.”

Rob said it had been known
for some time that the club
needed to replace the roof af-
ter they identified part of the
roof was rusting during regu-
lar clearance of leaves and
tennis balls from the club-
house gutters.

The quotes to replace the
Brown St clubhouse roof

are between $34,000 and
$38,000, and so far they have
raised $29,000.

“The Lion Foundation also
gave us $15,000 to replace the
roof, which is incredibly gener-
ous of them,” Rob said.

“We have other funders we
apply to and will try and raise
the remaining funds if we can
but we may end up paying for
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Thames Squash Club president Rob Johnston outside the club’s Brown St building.

it out of our reserve funds.”

Rob said the club was also
looking to upgrade other areas
of the club to bring it up to a
very high standard.

“We’ve managed to paint the
interior of the squash courts,
got new tables and chairs and
it would be nice to upgrade the
kitchen, which is from the 70s
as well,” he said.

Thames Squash Club won
Squash Waikato Club of the
Year and was nominated for
Squash New Zealand Club of
the Year in 2021.

Currently, the club has 110
members, which Rob said had
grown over summer.

“In previous years, we’ve had
around 70, including 20 jun-
iors, but we’ve had some good
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work done by our women’s
club captain running a ladies
night and our treasurer run-
ning Business House Squash
and some of the participants
have come on board and be-
come members,” he said.

“We’ve got a very good junior
programme as well with great
help from the committee and
parents.”

RSX APPEAL

SPECIAL EDITION SWIFT RSX

SILVER EURO-STYLE BODY KIT WITH REAR SPOILER

16" POLISHED ALLOYS x BOOSTERJET TURBO x KEYLESS ENTRY
5-STAR ANCAP SAFETY x REVERSE CAMERA x< CLIMATE AIR
ADAPTIVE CRUISE <X SMARTPHONE CONNECTIVITY )

— AUTO $29,690+0rc OR $127/WEEK NO DEPOSIT TOTAL PAYABLE $33,047.82"

*$126.62/week based on Swift RSX Rush Yellow Auto, $29,690 plus ORC, total amount payable $33,047.82, nil deposit 3.9% p.a. fixed interest rate and 5-year term. On payment of on-road costs to the Dealer, finance payments include a
$305 documentation fee and $10.35 PPSR fee. Suzuki Finance lending and credit criteria apply. Offer available 1-31 January 2022. Excludes fleet purchases, demo vehicles and all other promotions. www.suzuki.co.nz

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ |

39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA |

HAURAKI'S HOME OF € SUZUKI

$ sSuzuki

07 862 8783



