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‘Horrifying’
treatment of
retail staff

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Fears that confrontations over
the use of vaccine passports
could turn physical is plaguing
the Thames Business Associa-
tion as the country shifts into the
new traffic light system.

Chief executive Sue Lewis-
O’Halloran told The Profile
the association had been made
aware of “horrifying” treatment
and phone calls made to busi-
nesses over the Covid-19 preven-
tion practises of mask-wearing
and vaccine passports.

“It’'s getting worse, and the
treatment of shop owners simply
because people don’t like their
rules is really disturbing.

“It says more about the people
yelling at the shop owner than it
does about the shop owner,” she
said.

On Friday, the Thames Valley
moved into the orange setting
of the traffic light framework. At
this level, people are legally re-
quired to provide their vaccine
passports to enter places that
have vaccination requirements
in place, including hospitality
venues, events, gatherings and
gyms.

You cannot be asked to provide
your pass to access basic needs
services, such as supermarkets
and essential health care.

But even before the Valley
moved into this framework, Sue
had seen instances of custom-

ers “damaging the reputation”
of businesses that refused entry
to those not abiding by Covid-19
protocols.

She feared the confrontations
could escalate and turn physical.

“It makes me feel disappoint-
ed, angry, concerned. Every-
body’s mental health is taking a
beating,” she said.

“But these are rules, and rules
are in place to protect us.

“I'm just worried it’s going to
become a physical issue.”

The Thames Valley’s traffic
light level was assessed based on
vaccination rates, the capacity of
health and disability services to
manage cases, testing and con-
tact tracing, and the impact of
Covid-19 on the economy and
society.

Cabinet will review settings
and provide an update on Mon-
day, December 13.

Sue said adjusting to the regu-
lations was going to be the new
normal, and she encouraged
customers to “please spare a
thought for those serving you”.

“It’s not a right to be served, it
is a privilege accorded to people
who follow the rules,” she said.

“And when you are offending
a shop owner or his or her staff,
chances are that shop is sup-
porting this community, and the
‘karma caravan’ eventually does
come around.”
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Call out bad behaviour this Christmas

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

In extraordinary times there
needs to be “extra vigilance
and extra respect”, says the
Hauraki Family Violence Inter-
vention Network, as Covid-19
and Christmas begin to cross
paths.

With the holiday season fast
approaching, normal Christ-
mas stresses were starting to
combine with “vaccinated ver-
sus unvaccinated” issues and
people reconnecting after long
periods of time, network team
member and spokesperson
Sally Christie said.

She was at a White Ribbon
event in Thames on November
25, held by the network, and
received a lot of interest from
passers-by.

“I think people still find it
challenging to think about their
own relationships... and to re-
flect on what they can do with-
in their own homes and within
their workplaces to challenge
old thinking,” she said.

“What I've found over the
years is that young people are
learning about relationships
differently than what us older
people did; however, the chal-
lenges remain for them, and
the stereotypes are still there.”

Sally said people still some-
times looked for “authoritar-
ian” partners; however, pur-
suing relationships with those
who were kind, empathetic,

i

and found peaceful resolutions,
potentially provided “much
better outcomes”.

And with Christmas right
around the corner, she said
normal holiday-season stresses
were combining with “vacci-
nated versus unvaccinated” is-
sues and people reconnecting
after long periods of time.

AG

Hauraki Family Violence Intervention Network spokesperson Sally Christie at
the White Ribbon Day event in Thames last month.
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“My message would be to
think before you speak; look
after yourself really carefully so
that your trigger spot or your
fuse is as long as possible; and
keep it simple. This is a Christ-
mas like no other, so don’t try
and have everything you nor-
mally would have.”

White Ribbon Day, held an-

nually on November 25, is an
international day when people
wear a white ribbon to show
that they do not condone vio-
lence towards women.

According to White Rib-
bon NZ, most violence by men
against women takes place in
the home, with an average of
14 women a year killed by their
partners or ex-partners.

Every year, there are more
than 3500 convictions record-
ed against men for assaults on
women, and one in five women
will experience sexual assault
or sexual interference at some
point in their lives.

Sally said the network ac-
knowledged there were differ-
ent sorts of abuse, including
same-sex abuse, and LGBTQ
abuse.

The one-day events helped
to raise awareness and create
opportunities, but it was “only
the beginning” of their work.

“We, as a network, need to
be influencing workplaces and
homes to treat each other dif-
ferently and call out behaviour
that isn’t okay,” she said.

“I'm sensing a lot of stress
and uncertainty right through
our community, so now is the
time for extra vigilance and ex-
tra respect.”

DETAILS: If you need help, visit
www.areyouok.org.nz or, in an
emergency, dial 111.
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New National leader spends time in Thames
Vg

J

Before heading off to a National Party lunch at — i
Gastronomics in Thames on Saturday, the new Leader of i

the Opposition, Christopher Luxon, spoke to The Profile
about politics, his connection to the region, and his plans

for Christmas.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

f a Christopher Luxon-led

National Party was in power
tomorrow, the biggest issues
he’d want to tackle would be
education and infrastructure,
with an ultimate end-goal to
raise the country’s productiv-
ity.

Capping off his first week
as new leader of the National
Party, Mr Luxon sat inside Co-
romandel MP Scott Simpson’s
office and spoke of his plans if
successful at next year’s gen-
eral election.

“The bottom line is New Zea-
landers are some of the hard-
est working people on planet
Earth, we work long hours,
but we don’t generate enough
income to support the quality
of life we want to have.

“That’s been the biggest
challenge for New Zealand
over the last 30 years, but if
we can fundamentally lift our
productivity, or the value of
stuff we produce, we get high-
er wages.”

Mr Luxon said the “most
startling statistic” he’d come
across in the past 12 months
was that only 60 per cent of

Kiwi kids attend school regu-
larly.

He said education was “a
critical enabler” of social mo-
bility, and also the ability to
participate, and ultimately,
get higher paying jobs.

“When you see New Zea-
land has slipped to the bot-
tom of the developed country
rankings for maths, science,
and reading; when you hear
issues about literacy... These
are things I thought we always
did quite well, but what we’ve
discovered is our educational
standards have been slipping,
and as a result, that means a
whole generation can’t par-
ticipate in a global economy in
the same way.”

Mr Luxon was elected Na-
tional MP for Botany in the
2020 election. He was chief
executive for Air New Zealand
for seven years and previously
acted as chairman of Jacinda
Ardern’s Prime Minister’s
Business Advisory Council.

The day before he arrived
in Thames, the double-jabbed
politician was pounding the
pavement along Auckland’s
Viaduct, speaking to business
owners who had opened their
doors after 107 days of lock-
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New National Party leader Christopher Luxon, right, stops to talk to passers-by in Pollen St, alongside

Coromandel MP Scott Simpson.

down. He said walking the
length of Pollen St - during
which he stopped to chat to
passers-by - wasn’t much dif-
ferent than what he saw in the
super city, with people utilis-
ing the new traffic light system
to shop local.

“T used to come here a lot as
a little boy because I belonged
to something called Boys’
Brigade, which was a bit like
Scouts.

“We used to come here most

weekends and do hikes in this
area, like the Kauaeranga Val-
ley, and up to the Pinnacles.

“Likewise, I came here with
the whole family for my moth-
er’s birthday a couple years
back, to Karangahake Gorge,
S0 it’s a pretty special area,” he
said.

And when it comes to the
fast-approaching  Christmas
season, Mr Luxon, who has
two children with wife Aman-
da, said he’d try to “find a
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beach somewhere”
the holidays.

“We’ve decided to learn to
fish very badly, but it’s some-
thing [Amanda] and I do, go on
a boat and put some lines over
and try to catch some snapper.

“Not as good as many fisher-
men I've observed in this part
of the country but we give it a
£0,” he said.
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From cowshed to college S long -serving principal
ﬂ

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Ngaire Harris began her
teaching career in a cow-
shed. Now, she’s become Hau-
raki Plains College’s longest
serving principal.

Mrs Harris’ stint in educa-
tion began 30 years ago - she
had no training as a teacher
but then-principal Norman
Pratt approached her to ask if
she could help out when he was
short of staff.

“Between helping on our
dairy farm and bringing up
four kids, I spent a lot of time
tutoring maths at home. Nor-
man literally parked outside
the cowshed and insisted I get
out of my overalls and give it
a go,” she told The Profile. “It
changed everything.”

From that point and until she
became principal 20 years ago,
she taught both history and
maths, saying she enjoyed the
change of pace these subjects
provided.

She still tutors her grand-
children and gets back into the
classroom if the college is short
of a teacher. She also runs eve-
ry morning.

“[Running] keeps me sane
and gives me thinking time to
figure out the day,” she said.

The past few years have been
challenging for the educa-
tion sector and for the Ngatea
school. Some students were
stuck on the other side of the
Auckland border during the
Covid-19 restrictions.

Mrs Harris was one of five
college staff who crossed the

7

Ngaire Harris has become Hauraki Plains College’s longest serving principal.

border to help the students
complete their NCEA qualifica-
tions.

“In any time of change, you
have to step out on a ‘maybe’
- often an idea or impression
about something that strength-
ens and persists with no guar-
anteed outcome,” she said.

“One’s leadership decisions
get judged on uncertain out-

comes, but you have to be cou-
rageous and clear in spite of
that. When the decision turns
out not to be right, then you
have to front up to the fall-out
and learn to live with that.”

But Mrs Harris’ highlights
throughout her 30-year career
was “undoubtedly” seeing the
students leave school each year
“with a sense of purpose and di-

rection”.

“Ilove hearing how their lives
unfold,” she said. “And often it
is the little things that count;
the student who says thank you
or the parent who acknowledg-
es the hard work.

“Schools are definitely a col-
laborative effort and I've had
%reat support over the years

rom boards and staff.”

Photo: SUPPLIED

Mrs Harris, who admits to
being “fiercely” proud of her
nine grandchildren, said she
felt very privileged to serve the
HPC community.

“Act justly, love mercy, walk
humbly is what I try to live by,”
she said.
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Pavs, cream, and custard on hot- tlcket hst

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The Christmas season might
be right around the corner,
but for supermarket workers, a
build-up plagued by Covid-19 has
meant summer couldn’t come
soon enough.

Paeroa Countdown store man-
ager Alice Davidson told The
Profile she was looking forward
to the impending holiday season,
because while it did bring some
added stresses, it was also the
time of year to “have fun”.

“This year, with the lead-up
being the way it has been for the
staff, I think it will be a relief to
hit December and to be able to
have some fun,” she said.

“The resilience of the staff has
been amazing. They’re an incred-
ible bunch of people.”

The Covid-19 outbreak in Au-
gust presented a “changing envi-
ronment” for the team, she said,
with outdoor queuing to abide
by and social distancing meas-
ures and mask-wearing being the
new normal when it came to su-
permarket shopping. There were
also difficulties with stock, as in-
ternational and national borders
remained restricted.

“We have customers who are
loyal who have been with us
through thick and thin. There
have been some struggles with
supply, and they've still given us
the chance to improve,” she said.

“This year is going to be par-
ticularly different, with Covid
being present at Christmastime
where 1t wasn't last year.”
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Paeroa Countdown store manager Alice Davidson says strawberries, cream, custard, and pavlovas are always hot-ticket |tems over summer.

down used an automatic system,
based on growth and sales in
comparison to the previous year.
She said strawberries, cream,
custard, and pavlovas were always
hot-ticket items. “We think about
what’s popular this year, what our
customers will want to purchase,
how hot it s... stuff like that. It can

opening would have a good flow-
on effect for Paeroa, and encour-
aged shoppers to keep safe while
shopping this Christmas season.
“Particularly with Covid, if cus-
tomers could take their time when
they're here, be organised, have a
list, and be kind to the team, we
will do our best to get you what

Square owner Nalin Patel said
they ordered their Christmas
stock back in June - and they've
received “most of it”.

“We've got the stock but I don’t
know whether we can reorder it
if we run out. If customers want
it, ’gley’ll have to grab it now,” he
said.

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
route to their holiday destination
didn’t “stock up” on items, Nalin
said. Instead, they bought prod-
ucts for their family.

“When they come here from
Auckland, they usually have for-
gotten a gift, or they get an invi-
tation to somebody’s place all of a
sudden,” he said.

Alice said when it came to or-  be hard to predict.” you need.” Typically, Aucklanders who vis- “When international borders
dering Christmas stock, Count- She hoped Auckland’s border Meanwhile, Thames Four ited Thames for Christmas or en- open, then it will be busier.”
I

Snowden’s

- MENSWEAR -

Come check out
our New Season stock

Proudly locally owned and operated
for over 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz
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Emergency Service: 0274 976 356

Valley Tyre Services
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Christmas hams now available,
be quick to avoid disappointment.

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1Tom
67 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959
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Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-$eat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

444 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 emiail: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
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Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday
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Investment in housmg serlously lagging’

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Thames is at capacity.
Fewer than 40 new hous-

es a year have been built in the
town over the last decade, and a
lack of forward planning and in-
vestment means the houses that
are available are old and of low
quality.

The district council’s new spa-
tial plan turns its attention south
- to where “optimum” land could
be developed and where prop-
erties could be built in a town
where homes are hard to come
by. The Thames and Surrounds
spatial plan will inform chang-
es to the Thames-Coromandel
council’s district plan, and will
signal to land owners, develop-
ers, and investors the council’s
growth intentions for the area.

Mayor Sandra Goudie says it
is “imperative” new homes get
built.

“You try buying a house in
Thames,” she says. “We've got
none.”

According to council, the av-
erage age of homes in Thames
was around 55 years. It’s due to
a “seriously lagging” investment
in infrastructure, compounded
by the fact that there is a high
proportion of second homes
which sit empty for most of the
year.

Housing stock for working
families 1s of low-quality and
much older than the NZ aver-
age, it says.

There is an upside though,
there is land in Totara Val-
ley, Matatoki North, Puriri and
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Creating more housmg in Thames has been a long-term issue for Mayor Sandra Goudie. She stands up Totara Valley

Rd where land could potentially be developed.

Kauaeranga Valley.

These greenfield areas have
the potential to be readily ser-
viced with infrastructure for
residential development of up to
1000 new homes.

“People don’t see what’s avail-
able off the main trunk line,”
Mayor Goudie says.

“Thames goes beyond the
Kauaeranga River, it goes all the
way to Hikutaia. People need to
think a little more outside the
confines of what they class as
Thames, because Thames has
got a greater breadth than that,
and it’s real potential lies in go-
ing south.”

On a Tuesday morning up the

top of the Totara Valley, Mayor
Goudie points out the land that
has potential to be developed
into mixed-density housing,.

“There’s a number of people
with property up here that would
like to develop it... and if you
were going to develop, there’s
plenty of land that would be suit-
able for it.

“It’s just getting the points of
connection, the stars to align, to
make it happen, hence the need
for infrastructure for Totara Val-
ley because the potential here is
great.”

Mayor Goudie says 25 per cent
of council’s own workforce lives
outside the district, while police,
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teachers, and hospital personnel
are also struggling to find places
to live, preferring to commute
from elsewhere.

She says it’s urgent that new,
affordable housing near Thames
is built so that businesses can at-
tract skilled employees.

To this end, council has ap-
plied for $17.5m in funding from
Kainga Ora/Housing New Zea-
land’s Infrastructure Asset Fund
to pay for roading, water and
waste-water infrastructure to
unlock land for urban develop-
ment in Thames’ south.

The next step is to submit a
‘Request for Proposal’ by early
December.

Public meetings for the spa-
tial plan are also being held this
week.

“We need to plan for the long
term, we need to plan for resil-
ience, and we need to make sure
[we build on] alleviated ground,
and that’s why south of Thames
on the eastern side of the state
highway is the optimum,” May-
or Goudie says.

Housing has been a long-term
issue for the two-term mayor.
Back in 2018, she told Te Ao
Maori News that Thames was
facing a housing shortage that
needed to be addressed imme-
diately.

But perhaps the stars won’t
align quick enough for Mayor
Goudie to see a district plan
change before she retires.

Council’s district plan controls

the way land is used and subdi-
vided 1n the district, and when
asked whether she is hoping to
see progress made on remedying
the housing shortfall before she
hangs up the mayoral chains,
she says: “I would’ve loved to
have seen a district plan change
lodged before I retire”.
DETAILS: Spatial Plan Public Meet-
ings will be held on December 8 at
the Thames Civic Centre; Decem-
ber 9 at the Kauaeranga Hall; and
December 13 as an online meeting
open to all. Email: mitch.king@
tcdc.govt.nz. Drop in for a chat
from 4pm. Presentation starts at
6pm with questions and discussion
until 7.30pm.
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GBD providng a standard of hospitality that dates all the way back o 1869

Book your Christmas function now !!!

Don’t know what to get that special someone who has everythlng”

Give them a voucher

Serving lunches & dinner in a
family friendly environment from
12pm - 8.30pm Tue-Sun. Closed Mon
Breakfast on Saturday from 8.30am

700 Pollen St, Thames
Phone 868 6008
E: gbd@thejunction.net.nz

W:thejunction.net.nz
GrahamstownBarAndDiner
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Moanataiari School students hit the capltal

o

By GORDON PREECE

rotesters outside the Bee-

hive was one of many ex-
periences Moanataiari School
students had on their recent
trip to Wellington.

The three-day trip, which
aimed to give 50 year six,
seven and eight students the
opportunity to see how gov-
ernment works, was described
as “eventful” by staff member
Julie White.

“We were supposed to fly
down from Auckland and catch
the train back from Welling-
ton but we couldn’t because
of Covid-19, so we ended up
catching a bus there and back
from Thames,” she said.

“We were also hoping to go
into the debating chambers at
Parliament to see the structure
of society and see how we come
to the decisions we make but
that also came to a halt because
of Covid-19.”

While much of the Beehive
trip was plagued by Covid-19,
teacher Andrea Saunders said
the students were entertained
by protesters and got to meet
up with Coromandel MP Scott
Simpson and New Zealand’s
Business and Parliament Trust
to ask questions and take pho-
tos on Parliament Grounds.

The students also took part
in tenpin bowling, crocodile
bikes and visited Wellington
Zoo, Te Papa and He Tohu Na-
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Moanataiari School students on Parliament’s steps with Coromandel MP Scott Simpson.

tional Library, which houses
New Zealand’s most significant
documents, including the 1840
Treaty of Waitangi, the 1893
Women’s Suffrage Petition and
New Zealand’s Declaration of
Independence.

Year eight students Khloe
Nottingham, Jacob White and
Eliza Carter described their
Wellington trip as enjoyable.

“My favourite part was going
to Parliament because I saw
other people’s opinions and
learned it’s okay to share your
opinion,” Khloe said.

Asked whether she’d consid-
er politics after her visit, Khloe
laughed “probably not.”

Jacob said his favourite part
was their scavenger hunt along
Wellington’s Waterfront and

Eliza said hers was visiting Te
Papa as it’s somewhere she’d
always wanted to go and it was
“very amazing.”

Mrs Saunders said the trip
was overall a fantastic time and
the school planned to make a
city excursion every three years.

“We worked hard and fund-
raised right from pretty much
February so it was a really col-

Photo: SUPPLIED

lective effort to get there, which
we think was an awesome expe-
rience for the children but also
connected all their families and
us with the community,” she
said.

“We ended up raising nearly
$20,000 on our own which was
pretty amazing so it made it
more meaningful for the chil-
dren.”
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- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
-lr_r:- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2003 Holden Rodeo

V6, 5 Spd, 4WD, Petro;, Double Cab 2.0 Ltr Auto,

Alloys,Body Kit,
Well Serviced

2012 Volvo V5 S/Wag

2.0 Ltr Auto, Low
Kms, New Shape
=

$13,990 | $9,990
LEYLAND STOWE

2010 Subaru Impreza

2008 Ford Fairmont Ghia

4.0 Ltr, Auto, Good km,
Excellent Condition,
Getting Rare

Only
$9,990

Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2013 Ford Mondeo

Auto, Diesel, Alloys, Etc,
Great Value Buy

2014 Nissan Pulsar

Auto, NZ New, Towbar,

2006 Mitsubishi Outlander
2.4 Ltr Auto, 4WD, 7
Seat, Towbar

Value Buy
$7,990

2014 Sangyong Actyon

5 Spd Turbo Diesel,
4WD,
Low 73 km

$8,990

Alloys, Late Model

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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Pinnacle Coffee roast for locals’ coffee fix
‘.1 i

.
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erched in the Kauaeranga

Valley up a steep gravel
driveway is Mangotahi Lodge,
where the sound of coffee roast-
ing has coexisted with the sound
of native birds for the past three
years.

This is where owners Stephen
Cox and Karyn Russell formed
Pinnacle Coffee after Stephen
drew inspiration from coffee
farms he saw on his motorbike
trips to Vietnam and Borneo.

“I really enjoyed the Vietnam-
ese coffee and a chance meet-
ing through a mutual friend saw
us racing up to Auckland Airport
for a brief meeting and then be-
fore we knew it, we were bring-
ing in samples of coffee from
Vietham,” he said.

Stephen and Karyn went with
Viethamese beans because they
wanted that point of difference
- Vietnamese coffee is not very
well known in New Zealand even
though Vietnam is the second
largest producer of coffee in the
world after Brazil.

They then purchased a coffee
roaster and espresso machine
and took a few coffee roasting
courses, read a lot and sought
direction from a few contacts
before being invited for a tour of
the company that now supplies
their beans from Vietham.

“We visited some of the small
coffee farms where they are all
taught to grow organically and
we also took a coffee roasting
course in Thailand with a master
coffee roaster,” Karyn said.

Karyn then designed the Pin-
nacle Coffee logo, which was
based on Mangotahi Lodge’s
logo representing the nearby

PINNACLE
COFFEE

Stephen Cox with Pinnacle Coffee’s roaster, left, bags of coffee beans, above rigf\t, and exploring Vietnam coffee farms, right.

Pinnacles and Kauaeranga river.
The name Pinnacle Coffee was
suggested to Stephen by a guest
staying at their lodge at the time.
“We had lots of different ideas
for our brand name but Pinnacle
Coffee made sense, it was right
in front of us and we didn’t even
think about it,” Karyn laughs.
Since Pinnacle Coffee first
started roasting, they’ve been
slowly gaining momentum.
“During lockdown last year, we
had people phoning us asking

PIFH AT
COFFE

TN
'.'JM‘!#*
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for our coffee and ordering our
coffee online so we started deliv-
ering to letterboxes. It’s just got
bigger and bigger with more and
more customers every week -
we have amazing local support,”
Karyn said.

“We’ve already gone through
a huge amount of beans we
ordered in May so the growth is
definitely there,” Stephen said.

Pinnacle Coffee can be found
in the following local stores -
Lotus Realm and The Backroom

Café, Savour & Spice, Re-store
Eco Market in Thames, and
Aspire Refillery & Eco Store in
Whangamata.

“Keeping our business local
allows us to connect more with
locals,” Karyn said. “We wanted
to sell direct to consumers so
they can make and enjoy good
fresh coffee at home.”

Stephen, who is also a con-
tract engineer in Thames, looks
after the roasting while Karyn,
who’s also a business manager

ADVERTORIAL
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Photos: SUPPLIED

in Hamilton, manages the or-
ders, packaging, deliveries, and
marketing - it's a team effort.

Pinnacle Coffee also has a
strong focus on sustainability.

The couple have started mak-
ing re-suable tote bags from
their coffee bean sacks, their
coffee grinds go into worm
warms, gardens or fire starters
and their packaging, which is
locally sourced, is home com-
postable.

- GORDON PREECE

Our coffee is available from
Re Store - Thames

Savour & Spice - Thames

Lotus Realm - Thames

Aspire Eco Refillery - Whangamata

Organic, fair trade Viethamese Arabica

coffee beans freshly roasted

from us to you

Beans, Plunger, Espresso,

Pods & Keeper Cups

Online ordering available
pinnaclecoffee.nz
Home Delivery Kopu - Tararu

E: pinnaclecoffee@yahoo.com P: 027 525 4740
Kauaeranga Valley, Thames
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Cultures celebrated

Many different cultures were celebrated at St Francis School’s
annual Cultural Show on December 2, including Pasifika, Maori,
Indonesian, Tongan, Indian and Filipino. Principal Oliver Fahey
said parents worked with children from several schools to create
dances and costumes. “The songs and performances all tell
important cultural stories,” he said. Children also sang Christmas
carols in the church. Reporter GORDON PREECE captured some of
the colour and action on the day.
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Leiar-la, left, Alby Tukia and Lup;e.
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Rillanya and Ridhika perform.

_Z)— COROMANDEL 3
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Friday 17 || 2006 Mitsubishi
DECEMBER|| Triton ,
2021

Tong-an boys entertain the crowd.

2012 Toyota Hilux
4WD, 3L diesel

Hosted by
Thames
Harness

Racing
Club

169,000ks
Sealey & Queen Sts, Thames Ph Pete 027 2577 777

- The Thames Harness Racing
Club will be running a bus to
this meeting:

Departing from

Thames High School
at 4pm.

****Covid Vaccine Passes
are a requirement****

Members travel FREE, Non-members only $15

For this you get an entertaining bus trip, a
complimentary drink to enjoy on-board and
racecourse admission

Phone 868-6435 or email office@hdas.co.nz
to reserve your seats on the bus

Scott Simpson

MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz

@ scottsimpsonmp

&
o &l )\:’\

Authorised by Scott Simpson,
614 Pollen St, Thames.
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Max Laurie throw

C .pile of branches
pruned from a pecan tree into the kiln

to fuel the biochar.

RIGHT: Loca
From
biochar at angther workshop..
hotos: SUPPLIEB-"

il
'||-

j_bcha‘r-”expert" Shaked
nds'by a bag of finished

Biochar i 1nsp1res up Kauaeranga Valley

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A\(fharcoal with an array of ag-
icultural and environmen-
tal benefits was created in a kiln
up the Kauaeranga Valley last
month, as orchardists, farmers,
and forestry workers watched on.

Biochar, a fine-grained, highly
porous type of charcoal that has
been used for thousands of years
as a soil enhancer, was the star
of the show at a field day host-
ed at Harry Parke’s Pakaraka
Organic Farm near Thames.

Landcare Trust’s Ric Balfour
told The Profile local biochar
“expert” Shaked From led the
day, inspiring workshop at-
tendees to undertake their own
biochar production at home.

“I knew a little bit
about biochar, but see-
ing and hearing how
many different ways it
can be used - even just
fed to cattle - was the big-
gest impression I had.”

Mr Balfour said bio-
char can be bought at the
front gates of farms or at
garden centres, but the
workshop discussed the
method and materials that
could be used to make

WHAT IS BIOCHAR?:

Biochar is a fine-grained charcoal that is high
in organic carbon and resistant to decomposi-
tion. It is produced from heating (generally
burning) organic materials to hot tempera-
tures under oxygen limited conditions. The
resulting carbon is stable and will stay in
this form for hundreds of years. It is used to
improve soil and has many uses including as
a supplement to feed livestock to improve
growth rates, lower methane production, and

reduce drenching needs.

More information at: www.bnnz.org.nz.

tion during the field day
had the attendees load a
kiln that a group of land-
owners in the Kauaeran-
ga Valley all chipped
in to have made locally
by Kopu Engineering.

“At each stage, Shaked
explained the biochar pro-
duction practices along
with tips and tricks he had
learned,” Mr Balfour said.

“Depending on the scale
of the biochar kiln, it can

the charcoal at home.

“The fuel can just about be an-
ything from branches, to prun-
ings, to corn stalks or even dried
grass. The main thing is that
you're trying to keep the char-
coal intact, rather than turning it
to white ash, which doesn’t have

the properties biochar has.”

He said biochar could be
made from a pit in the ground,
but it could be more easily con-
trolled using an old bathtub
- an object he was planning to
acquire to test out the process.

The hands-on demonstra-

be simple or more com-

plex depending on the end use
and the amount of fuel at hand.
“For our demo, Harry Parke
provided a pile of branches
from pecan tree pruning that
had been sitting since last au-
tumn and were dry enough.”

The kiln was lit and needed
about six to eight rounds of
feeding the flames before wa-
ter was introduced to the bot-
tom of the kiln - which helped
“charge” the charcoal for its
later release into soil, he said.

Charging the charcoal is
done with a range of mate-
rial including compost, urine,
clay, and manure as a way
of augmenting it into what
is then technically biochar.

It then needs to sit damp
for up to six weeks before it
is applied to the soil, either
directly or ground into frag-
ments and mixed with stock
feed or spread on the ground.

Fobdiciparza.
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» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

» Metal

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &

Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

For CARTING OF

» Suppliers of Mangatangi River

Rock
>
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>
>

Fertiliser

Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell
Palm Kernal

» All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
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Demand for raw 1k ro r on yer

By GORDON PREECE

desire to allow public access to
ffordable milk and see why
dairy farming is environmentally
friendly were some of the main
drivers behind Glenda and Neil
Gray establishing Buttercup Dair-
ies four years ago.

Neil, whose great grandfather
settled on the Hauraki Rd farm in
1911, said the MPI-registered raw
milk business in Turua had been
growing every year, with roughly
2000 litres of raw milk sold week-
ly from two vending machines.

“We've had people come from
Coromandel, Katikati, Morrin-
sville, Te Aroha, Hamilton and
before the recent lockdown had a
reasonable number of customers
from Auckland come down to get
20 or 30 litres,” he said.

“We keep our milk at a low sell-
ing price to provide an affordable
product for everyone.”

Glenda said Buttercup Dairies
had a deliberately installed view-
ing window so people could see
how dairy farming worked and
prove they’re not “dirty farmers”.

“They can see our cow shed,
they can see how our effluent is
collected and sprayed on the pad-
docks and can see we’re not pol-
luting the waterways,” she said.

“They’ve removed a lot of their
misconceptions about dairying,
so that’s been a real positive story
for the dairy industry for a lot of
town people.”

Buttercup Dairies operates on
7ha of Glenda and Neil’s 18oha
commercial dairy farm, with an

Neil and Glenda Gray on their Turua dairy farm.

average of 20 jersey cows involved
in the raw milk production.

Glenda said there were a few
regulations involved with bringing
the cows in from their commercial
operation.

“We wanted to do A2 milk so
we’ve DNA tested the bulk of our
commercial herd and we have a
group of young cows who produce
the A2 protein,” she said.

“We milk in a separate cow shed
so the cows don’t mix.

“Everything’s a low stress envi-

ronment which makes them hap-
py and healthy cows.”

Buttercup Dairies is also Wel-
farm accredited, which is a new
initiative through vets to hel
farmers with better animal wel-
fare practices.

“Being Welfarm accredited is
a big tick for us to prove we are
walking the talk,” Neil said.

“We don’t want to make anyone
sick from drinking our milk so we
have strict processes in how we
milk our cows so we're always top

Photo: GORDON PREECE

quality milk,” Glenda said.

“Every morning we wash the
cows udders and teats and spray
them with iodine spray to kill any
buﬂgklthen leave them to dry before

“We then spray them with chlo-
rhexidine based spray to keep
their teats clean.”

Buttercup Dairies also have a lot
of requirements for testing their
milk.

“When we first started, every
week we had to take our milk to

Hamilton and Auckland to check
for anything which can impact
the milk quality, including masti-
tis, coliforms, pathogens and con-
taminants.

“It was quite a substantial cost
to get raw milk to them in a small
time frame at a low temperature
to get those test results. Because
we've never returned a positive
test, we now have a slightly re-
duced milk testing regime.”

The couple have a 30-hour
window to sell the milk, which is
changed daily, and any left over is
used to feed calves.

“For us it’s quite a good model
because our carbon footprint to
produce this milk is extremely
low. We don’t have to transport 1t
to a processing site, we don’t have
to spend energy to heat it up and
cool it down and transport it back
to a shop,” Neil said.

Because Buttercup Dairies is
%rass—based only, summer is their

iggest challenge for keeping a
consistent volume of milk for
their operation.

“That’s when we feed our cows
our silage supplement and if we
need to we can bring two extra
cows in,” Neil said.

“A nice wet summer would be
great.”

Their customers enjoyed the re-
usable glass bottles, which saved
around 600 plastic milk bottles
being used each week, and they
gave positive feedback all the
time, she said.

“Once they've tasted [our milk]
they’ll never go back to buying
anything else.”

Very tidy

e 25mm coil tines

distribution units

R

18 Run Single Box Trailing
e Easy access rear loading footboard
* 150mm row spacings

* Peg roller seed / fertiliser

e Sow a variety of seeds and fertiliser ) ; ; Y :
Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

MK3 RENOVATOR 19
DUNCAN RUN UNDERSOWER
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N éd’a vet?

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets

100% LOCALVETS HERETO HELP 24/7

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295.
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030.
WWW.FRANKLINVETS.CO.NZ

Farm Elfluent Eouipment
Fudl Gystem Design
o [ustallation
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o Cervice

0800 4 EFFLUENT | www.williamsirrigation.com

MILKING

For all your Dairy Solution, Pumping, lrmigation
solution, Breakdown support and much more.
Servicing the Hauraki Plains since 1984.

e feRemi lingmsclmes oo e
wwew. i ol ngemaec hi ners oo

31 Orchard West Road, Ngatea Ph: 078677360
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On December 1, Waihi Vets became
part of Franklin Vets, a New Zealand
owned and operated veterinary prac-
tice with 10 clinics across Hauraki,
North Waikato and South Auckland.

Franklin Vets chief executive Mark
Hosking said Waihi Vets was a perfect
fit for their practice.

“It has a strong service offering and
a great reputation in the local area. We
already have a strong presence in the
Hauraki region with our Waitakaruru,
Kopti, Paeroa and Coromandel clinics,
and Waihi brings a natural synergy, for
both our existing clinics and the Waihi
team,” he said.

“I am pleased to announce that the
Waihi Vets team will all be staying on
and becoming part of the Franklin Vets
team.

“This is great news for clients who
will continue to see familiar faces but
will also benefit from the resources and
skills of the wider practice. The Waihi
team will also provide much-welcomed
support to the practice’s wider Hauraki
veterinary team.”

Franklin Vets has a long history,
having been established 77 years ago
in Pukekohe with one vet who cov-
ered from One Tree Hill in the north
to Kaiaua, Mercer and Waiuku in the
south.

It has always been committed to ex-
cellence and has steadily grown and
now offers expertise in commercial and
lifestyle farms, companion animals and
equine veterinary care.

Having expertise in a variety of areas

Local vet clinics merge

Waihi Vets has become part of Franklin Vets.
File Photo: PIXABAY

ensures a high standard of services and
professionalism, (four of its clinics are
BESTPRACTICE accredited), and the
ability to attract the right people to the
team.

Despite its size, Franklin Vets has re-
tained its small team approach, allow-
ing its people to build strong relation-
ships with their clients.

The company is owned by 15 share-
holders who all work within the busi-
ness ensuring it is truly locally owned
and operated — “boots on the ground”
as they say.

The team is also passionate about the
role it plays as a part of its communi-
ties, both rural and urban, and looks
forward to supporting local schools and
sports clubs in Waihi.

Hydraulink
Thames

24/7
MOBILE
== SERVICE

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

* Hydraulic hose & fittings
* Breakdown services 24/7
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Oils
* Ram repairs & servicing
* General Engineering

—e

-
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Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

NEW SHIPMENT

RUN-OUT
MITSUBISHI
OUTLANDERLS
LIMITED STOCK
NOW AVAILABLE

Saunders Mitsubishi

0800 11 11 10

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

I N STO C K Finance Available

32,990

+ ORC
or FINANCE

*2.4L petrol engine
*Dual zone air cond.
*18” alloy wheels

*7 seats
*7.2L/100km

201 Pollen St - www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz

A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963
Paul Saunders 021 220 0098
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Colour Harmonics sculpture returns home

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

popular and “way recognis-

ble” Thames sculpture has

been reinstated after high winds
toppled it in early September.

The Colour Harmonics: Hom-
age to Richard Pearse sculpture
by artist Michael Smither was
knocked over by rough weather
and was removed from its lo-
cation within the Burke Street
Reserve, where it had stood for
more than 10 years.

It was repaired, and with a
new foundation by Watson
Engineering and a new plinth
poured by Thames Public Art
Trust’s Paul Silvester and Rob
Johnston, the sculpture was
now stronger than ever.

“It’s perfectly stable. There’s
no way that’s falling over,” Mr
Johnston told The Profile.

Michael Smither’s colourful
sculpture has been a focal point
of the Thames waterfront for a
number of years and was now
“way recognisable”, Mr John-
ston said.

“During the process of being
down there and working, a lot of
people were walking past asking
when it was going back and what
was happening. It’s certainly
popular.

“It’s the only [sculpture] out
there by Moanataiari, but you
can imagine some more along
there over time.”

The piece has been in the
backdrop of many social media
posts, and has become a form
of play equipment, to some ex-
tent, but Mr Johnston said some
sculptures were “begging” to be
touched. “Some people think
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it in early September.

it’s a terrible thing to touch and
climb on it, but my take on sculp-
ture is that it’s definitely a tactile
thing. It’s something that should
be touched,” he said.

“I know ancient Greek mar-
ble sculptures don’t like being
touched because of oils on peo-
ples’ hands, but sculptures, in

general terms, they’re not just for
the eyes like a painting. I think,
therefore, some of them are sus-
ceptible to being climbed on.”

In a post on social media,

Thames-Coromandel  District
Council thanked Thames Public
Art Trust and Watson Engineer-
ing for reinstalling the piece.

}\ sculbtural ‘focal pt-)int’ along the Thames coastal walkway has been Einstatéd after high winds toppled

Photo: SUPPLIED

“The sculpture has been re-
placed on a new reinforced
concrete plinth, which means
it will stand up to the elements
much better.”
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Police training
in Paeroa

A police training exercise at the for-
mer Paeroa Racecourse on Decem-
ber 9 will be one of many taking place
in the Waikato district as part of a re-
cently announced Tactical Response
Model.

Last month, Police Commissioner
Andrew Coster announced Waikato
was one of four policing districts that
will trial the new model, which is de-
signed around enhancing frontline
training; improving frontline access
to specialist capability; and strength-
ening risk-based deployment and
technology.

The Waikato East Area training day
was being held in Paeroa because
it was centrally located, a police
spokesperson told The Profile.

The exercise, held from 9am-3pm,
will be undertaken by specially skilled
and trained staff, and will focus on
providing frontline staff with en-
hanced training to deal with high risk
situations, police said.

It includes responding to critical
incidents, planning responses, and
scenario-based training, and will in-
volve firearms and yelling and loud
noises may be heard. There will be no
live ammunition used and there will
be no danger to anyone, police said.

“Over the past year, there has been
a great deal of work undertaken by
police’s Frontline Safety Improve-
ment Programme that took onboard
concerns and ideas to improve safety
for more than 1250 staff,” the spokes-
person said.

“The training will help provide our
people with enhanced tactical skills
to deal with dynamic and fast-moving
situations, building on their capabili-
ties to do their job and keep the pub-
lic safe.”

There will also be some training
days held in January and February.
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Neavesville store levelled by fire

Dead

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

The sound of a falling tree
during a Sunday night in
November 1899 only slightly
disturbed William Andrews
of Neavesville. He had spent
several busy hours that day
with Ephraim Byrne, store-
keeper and gum trader, who
lived nearby before leaving at
dusk. Silence once again de-
scended over the night noises
of Neavesville and he thought
no more of it.

Early next morning some
workmen were startled to
come across the ruins of
Ephraim’s store which had
been levelled by fire. On look-
ing over the wreckage they
were horrified to discover the
remains of Ephraim. His dog
has also been ﬁilled. A message
was sent to Puriri and the po-
lice sent for. After inspecting
the debris Detective McMahon
brought Ephraim’s remains
over to Puriri in a small candle
box.

At the inquest held at Lay-
cock’s Hotel, Puriri, Mr Kemp
stated that he had last seen

—
Neavesville, 1896.

Ephraim alive at 3 o’clock on
Sunday afternoon. He was then
in his store, and appeared in
good health. He had known
him for the past 12 years and
lived less than 50 yards from
him. Kemp was one of the
workmen who discovered the
remains of the unfortunate
man. Ephraim’s body was not
found where he usually slept
and he was of opinion that he
had tried to escape from the
burning building. He had no
idea how the fire originated;
Ephraim was not in the habit of
reading in bed. He had no rea-
son to suspect foul play.

There were three huts near
the store inhabited by gum dig-
gers, and they were all friendly
with Ephraim. William An-
drews said that he now be-
lieved that the noise which he
had thought was a tree falling
had actually been the roof of
the store caving in. Detective
McMahon stated that the fire-
place appeared to be a safe one,
and was still standing. He had
made inquiries, but had heard
of nothing that would lead him
to believe that the case was

one of arson. There had been a
quantity of gum in the store.

The verdict was given that
Ephraim died in the fire that
destroyed his store but there
was no evidence to show how
the fire occurred. Ephraim
was 60 and had lived by him-
self for a considerable time. He
had relatives at North Head,
Devonport, and also several
friends at Thames where he
had once lived.

The fire was quite likely
caused by the spontaneous
combustion of gum but ques-
tions lingered. When Mad-
ame Heller, who specialised
in Somnomancy, a type of
clairvoyance, appeared at the
Thames Miner’s Union Hall
she was asked how Ephraim
Byrne of Neavesville had met
his death. She gave what were
believed to be the true facts of
the case, adding that he made
a struggle to leave the burning
building, but was suffocated
and burned to death - details
that were easily divined from
local newspaper reports.

Ephraim is buried at Short-
land cemetery.

Christmas tree appeal cancelled

The November meeting of the
Goldfields Women'’s Institute com-
menced with the Aspiration and
Prayer. Thoughts were given to any
member who has not been well
during the past month. The Motto
— “Anyone who keeps the ability to
see beauty, never grows old” was
read by Kate Wood.  Birthday girl
for November was Helen Udy and
in December, Carol Cresswell and
Jeannine Oliver will be celebrat-
ing. The Roll Call — A Favourite
Christmas present ever, had many
members relating their childhood
presents, especially receiving a pre-
cious new doll. Raffles were won
by Bev Schenkel, Val Bowen and
Jean Brady. A report was given on
the great day Federation put on for
the Bi Annual & Over 80’s Lunch-
eon which members enjoyed. Two
lovely toys have been donated to
a local baby who is having a liver
transplant in the near future, and
also over the next month, boxes of
baby knitting are being prepared
for the New Born Unit Waikato
Hospital, Thames Birthing Unit and
Women’s Refuge. Unfortunately,
due to Covid-19 we are unable to
hold our annual Christmas Tree Ap-
peal this year. Members are upset
that this will not happen, but hope-
fully life will return to normal by
next Christmas. Over the past two
months, members have been find-
ing out a lot more history in regards
to the Women'’s Institute to inform
our new members. Helen Udy
showed members books that have
been produced over the years and
other members also spoke about
their experiences. Many other sto-
ries were related and hopefully this
will help newer members to under-
stand why we all enjoy being part
of the Women'’s Institute in New
Zealand.

COMPETITION RESULTS: BLOOM:
Anne Bicknell 1, Val Bowen 2, Hel-
en Udy 3. CLUSTER: Helen Udy
1, Anne Bicknell 2, Val Bowen 3.
SHRUB: Val Bowen 1, Helen Udy
2, Anne Bicknell 3. ORCHID: Val
Bowen 1.

KEREPEHI WOMEN'’S INSTITUTE
The Kerepehi Women'’s Institute’s
November meeting was held at
the Kerepehi Bowling Club recently
after four months away. President
Elaine Jolliffe welcomed seven
members, who observed a min-
ute’s silence as one of our mem-
bers, Ethel Fowell, had passed away
since our last meeting. RIP Ethel,
we will all miss you. Bev Adamson
read the thought for the month: A
smile is the prettiest thing you can
wear, and Elaine Jolliffe won our
raffle. Our fundraising raffle books
were also given out to members
and will be drawn at our December
meeting. Our final meeting for this
Covid year will be held at Kerep-
ehi Bowling Club on December 14,
when we will be having a Christmas
lunch we will all be catering for.
Roll calls were: Christmas stocking:
1 Bev Adamson; 2 Carolyn Giles.
Knitted slippers: 1 Bev Adamsom;
2 Jan Edmonds; 3 Carolyn Giles.
13 pairs were given to the Wom-
en’s Refuge. We also had a roll call
for the food bank and 14 cans of
tinned food were given. Debbie
Smith delivered them to Paeroa
trust food bank and they were
pleased to get them. Flower Com-
petitions: Bloom: 1 Jan Edmonds;
2 Marion van eyk; 3 Elaine Jolliffe.
Spike: 1 Marion van eyk; 2 Bev Ad-
amson; 3 Jan Edmonds. Shrub: 1
Bev Adamson; 2 Carolyn Giles; 3
Elaine Jolliffe. Vegetable: 1 Jan Ed-
monds; 2 Marion Van eyk; 3 Bev
Adamson. Herb: 1 Jan Edmonds; 2
Kris Barnes; 3 Carolyn Giles.

Carsons

BOOKSHOP$1906

07 868 6301

600 Pollen St, Thames

www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

At Valley Education we have a range of
programmes including

Agriculture Level 2 - an introductory course
that can lead to a higher study at Level 3 or
employment as a general farm worker

Mechanical Engineering Level 2 -
an introductory course which will give you the
basic knowledge & skills for welding and the use
of hand and power tools.

Foundation Skills - you can work towards
achieving your credits for
NCEA Level 1 qualification

FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES
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IT'S QUICK AND EASY
TO GET VACCINATED.

CET THE JAB
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Find your nearest yaccmatmn against
centre now at covid19.govt.nz ekl COVID19
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AlMotorcycles

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph: 027 2166867

Graham Cornes
A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic
graham@almotorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860
Alison Cornes
parts@almotorcycles.co.nz

www.almotorcycles.co.nz

'L'Ewm RED

BITARTR

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES
For business & Farming Enterprises
in the Thames Valley
* Income Tax Planning ¢
* Management Reporting ¢
* Budget & Cashflow Forecasting

Paeroa Office
25 Willoughby St, Paeroa
Phone (07) 862 8643
‘Waihi Office
Rosemont Rd, Waihi
Phone (07) 863 7372

www.lynchandpartners.co.nz

<

VisiquelO7Haganj\Vision|Care

WilloughbyiStreet)|Paeroa

07:8621897.8
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EYE STRAIN

e e -
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See the difference
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ummer camp S o
It was that time of year when Ngatea Primary School i - —
students packed their sleeping bags and summer -

clothes and headed out on their Whetu Camp. The
kids had fun swimming, go-kart driving, and bike

The Wild Dogs tent group take a break. The Devil’s Suns tent group outside their tent.

P& PENINSULA 4 New stock
MOTORCYCLES O, ntinually arriving

® cFMoTO

CEORCE GISEPS  $10.990 ‘E-'.-TF e | i .. [ ._ | in time fOf’
' N Christmas.

. + Cushions - Jewellery « Wall Art
+ Handbags & Accessories  * MASKS
* MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

+ Loyalty Cards + Gold Card Discounts

ROAD AND OFF ROAD APPAREL ® SUSPENSION SERVICING AND RE-GASSING ® ON SITE SERVICING
320 SH25, ToTARA, THAMES 07 868 6104 021 176 0859

REPAIRS AND SERVICING OF ALL MAKES AND MODELS ® PARTS AND ACCESSORIES FOR ROAD-ATV-OFF ROAD : ){ y Y 4 f } ! ﬁ'j 500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725
[

Local Radio Broadcasting to
Paerou & the Hauraki Plains

Coromandel’s CFM on 94.0FM

Rach Stewart Photography @rachstewartnz
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63-65 Belmont Road, Paeroa

With purpose-built areas,
significant renovations
completed recently

and a long lease to an
experienced childcare
operator, this should

be a passive long-term
investment. The property
offers smart presentation
with quality buildings
comprising a total floor area
of 552m2, large covered

and uncovered outdoor
play areas. The 1366m2
site area has two titles, 10
carparks and three road
frontages. Kids Collective
are excellent operators
partway through a 10-year
lease ending in 2025 and

There is a current rent of
$156,066.00 + GST p.a. and
built in CPlincreases.

two x five rights of renewal.

= . ——

Childcare investment property in Waikato CBD township

Deadline Sale
Tuesday 21 Dec 4:00pm (No Prior Sale)
View By Appointment

Matt Bowie
M 027 337 2916
matt.bowie@naiharcourts.co.nz

1.0

W/

Nature survey for Paeroa forest

aeroa Streamcare and Paeroa College will

team up to carry out a nature survey of the
Millennium Forest in the gully beside Aorangi
Rd this week.

The Millennium forest was planted by Paeroa
school students in September 2000 and the
seedlings and saplings they planted have now
grown into trees high enough to provide shade
and shelter for ferns and other native plants.

But as well as the natives, the forest has also
become home to a multitude of introduced
plants, including problem weeds such as privet,
honeysuckle, jasmine and wandering willy.

The nature survey, to be held on December
9, will involve a tally of most of the native and
introduced plants to be found. The students
will be asked to note and identify all the plants,
native and introduced, in sample plots located
at different points across the gully.

Despite its small size, the Millennium For-
est supports three or four different types of
ecosystems, including the stream itself, the
swampy flat areas beside the stream, the steep
gully sides and the tops.

Each of those areas have different conditions
of light or shade, soil moisture and depth, and
windiness; and those elements influence the
kind of plants that like to grow there.

The plots will be located so they represent
the plants and growing conditions at different
points of the gully.

For example, plants near the stream but out
in the sun, are likely to be wetland plants, such

as giant flax, cabbage trees, raupo and sedges.

Ferns will also be near the stream, but in the
shady parts under the trees. Plants on the steep
slopes are likely to be ones that can cope with
dry conditions such as Lemonwoods, Kowhai,
Karamu and Mahoe, while plants near the top
may need to withstand both wind and drought.

The nature survey will help indicate the best
site for different plants, and where to concen-
trate weeding efforts.

It will also act as a pilot study for a more so-
phisticated “bioblitz” next year.

A bioblitz is a more intensive survey that
aims to find and scientifically identify all the
species of an area, including plants, insects,
birds, mammals, fungi and so forth.

Although a bioblitz does not need to cover a
large area (it can apply anywhere from a back-
yard to a town or country), it generally needs
to include night-time surveys and the knowl-
edge of experts to identify the different kinds
of plants and animals.

Needless to say, a bioblitz requires prepara-
tion well ahead of time, and should, as much as
possible, involve members of the community
as well as experts. It is an ambitious undertak-
ing. But if we can raise community interest and
awareness, and find experts who are willing to
help, Paeroa Streamcare members believe it
would be possible to organise a bioblitz for the
whole town, and put Paeroa on the map as an
eco-friendly community.

- Mairi Jay, Paeroa Streamcare

/Richardsons

Ngatea / Paeroa

/Richardsons

19 Phillips Road offers Over $639,000

* Premium Location, 3 Dble bdrms, full rewire
* 3 garages - one with a toilet & shower
» Well maintained exterior, 1226m2 fenced section

RN1406 =3 Gl emd3 =1

Lot 11 Private Road Offers Over $850,000

A B i

¢ Proposed New Build, 163m2 dwelling
* 3 Dble bdrms, 2bathrms, walk-in pantry
* 533m2 (more or less) section, fenced on 3 sides

RN1388

=3 w2 a2 =1

214 Rolleston Street, Thames
OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 11-11:30AM

Beautifully presented 3 Bedroom home situated on a flat, sunny, easy care section and walking distance from
town. Double internal access garage, off street parking, master bedroom with ensuite.

RT5668 - PHILIP JUDD 027 449 7132

Deadline Sale

=3 w2 2 =1

21 Washington Square, Paeroa

$599,000

Spacious open plan living with heat pump. Great indoor / outdoor flow. The bathroom is original yet functional.
704m2 (more or less) mature section. Sun-drenched outdoor living area with spa pool and Rural views. Double
garage plus attached lean to (unpermitted) used as a mancave. Nice location.

RG1935 - NATASHA DAWSON 027 200 6608

=3 w1l b2 =1

12 Aputa Avenue, Thames
OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 1-1:30PM

Built in the 1950's this 2 bedroom Kauri weatherboard home boasts a spacious lounge with Metro wood burner
fire, large kitchen and a bathroom with a wet floor shower. Flat fully fenced 612m2 section with plenty of
parking. Recently repainted on the outside and redecorated inside.

RT5669 - EVELYN LOWRY 021 828 384

Deadline Sale

, ‘g

2wl el =1

PAEROA
07 862 7888
54 Belmont Road

NGATEA
07 867 7800
33 Orchard Road

THAMES
07 868 6978
556 Pollen Street

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz thames@richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008
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Three generations at Thames Gymsports

Y "f-r'rll

Thames gymsports club is
eaping the successes of
having three generations of one
family teaching newcomers the
ropes.

Janet  Mischewski,  her
daughter Janet Monrad, and
her two daughters Caeleigh and
Haven, are all part of Thames
Gymsports in Kopii.

Centre manager Teresa
Brownbridge said despite the
difficulty of Covid-19, the club
had many successes this year,
including hosting a schools
gymsports festival that fea-
tured rhythmic gymnastics and
the mini trampoline for the
first time.

“We had competitions in
Hamilton and Cambridge
where our team and many
gymnasts placed well, and we
also ended up having our own
club competition in November
as we felt the gymnasts had
missed out on so much,” she
said.

“Our coaches also continued
to study and upgrade qualifica-
tions throughout the year.”

Janet Mischewski, from
Thames, started gymnastics
at age eight in Porirua. She
later took up coaching primary
school children in Waihi, as
well as in Ngatea.

But it wasn’t until her grand-
daughters started at Thames
Gymsports Club six years ago
that she “couldn’t resist” help-
ing out, and she hasn’t left

since. “Janet currently holds
the position of head coach at
our gym and coaches boys and
girls from the age of 2 to 12,”
Teresa said.

“Her daughter, Julia Mon-
rad, was dragged along to
gymnastics sessions when her
mother coached, and attended
the gymnastics primary school
festivals.

“Julia also has a 10-year
dance background and found
that dance and gymnastics
went hand in hand.”

When Julia’s own children,
Caeleigh and Haven, started
gymnastics, Julia went along to
the club as a parent helper, and
from there, she progressed to
coaching.

“Julia currently coaches our
team gym class where her won-
derful dance, gymnastic, and
choreography skills are greatly
appreciated,” Teresa said.

At age 13, Caeleigh became
eligible to become one of
the club’s XTND gymnastics
coaches - an accredited two-
year programme through Gym-
nastics NZ.

She now coaches the younger,
developing gymnasts, with an
experienced coach by her side
while she undergoes training,
while her sister Haven, 10, is
starting her journey as a junior
coach and helper with some of
the club’s youngest gymnasts.

“This family has a wonder-
ful mix of talents,” Teresa said.

i

o

Keeping it in the family, from left: Julia, Haven, Caeleigh and Janet. BELOW: Three generations in action. Photos: SUPPLIED

“They were or are gymnasts,
dancers, and trained coaches
in diverse club situations.

“I believe they encapsulate
all that is good about this club.
They are passionate, commit-
ted and generally wonderful
people.”

Teresa said having entire

families involved was what the
club was all about.
DETAILS: Any one interested in
joining the club or becoming a
coach can email: thamesgym-
sports@gmail.com for further
information.
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Phone for a Private Viewing

ATe Puru, 473 Thames Coast Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/473-thames-coast-road-te-puru

APauanui, 10/600 Hikuai Settlement Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/600-hikuai-settlement-road-pauanui

TRINITY

T W O R K
REAL ESTATE
LICENSED REAA (2008)

Price By Negotiation Asking Price $509,000

Phone for a Private Viewing Phone for a Private Viewing

4 Paeroa, 16 Nahum Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/16-nahum-street-paeroa

Price by Negotiation

'-',:_ —F;.c .
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Phone for a Private Viewing

AThames, 103A Clarence Street

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/103a-clarence-street-thames

_‘ Price By Negotiation

AThames, 402A Sandes Street

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/402a-sandes-street-thames

...1--" o . .
Price by Negotiation

——

Phone for a Private Viewing Phone for a Private Viewing

AWaiomu, 611A Thames Coast Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/611a-thames-coast-road-waiomu

Amy Bustard
M: 027 2626177

E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

M:027 298 4114

Adrienne Crawford

E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor

M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz "

Maree Simpson

o M:0272067616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

The Full Real Estate Service | (07) 868 9773 | 701A Pollen Street | trinitynetwork.co.nz
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THAMES VALLEY

CREMATORY

LTD.

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST
Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa,
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz

LOCAL

SUPPORT

CONTACT: 07 868 6003

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

[ R
Pets

Forever

PET CREMATORIUM

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.
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Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz

EASY

JUMBO CROSSWORD
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ACROSS 60 Students’ test (4)

1 Adhere (5) 61 Examination

4 Persuade with to determine

flattery (4-4) seaworthiness (6)

9 Technique (6) 62 Sash for kimono (3)
14 Lubricated (5) 63 Extraordinary,

15 So big-hearted as remarkable (10)

to cause difficulties 66 Pouch in clothing (6)
(8,2,1,5) 67 Capital of Czech
17 Seaside (5) Republic (6)

18 Not at home (3) 69 Inlaid work in wood,
19 Knock senseless (7) ivory, etc (9)

20 Keeps back (9) 72 Speech of praise (6)
21 Relic repository (6) 73 Loss of the ability to
24 Person following move (9)

another in office (9) 75 Housebreaker (7)
25 Brass instrument (6) 77 Father (3)

26 Race-starter’s 80 Paddled boat (5)
cartridges (6) 81 With startlingly rapid
29 Smuggled goods (10) progress (2,5,3,6)

31 Tapered rod used in 82 Say something (5)
billiards (3) 83 Wan (6)

32 Of the face (6) 84 Bony framework (8)
33 Feeltheloss of (4) 85 Rapid decline (5)
35 Long fish (3)

37 Farup (4)

39 Foundry (9)

40 Earnest attempt (9)
41 Goin (5)

42 Conversation (8)
47 Reaching a
destination (8)

51 Freight (5)

55 With one’s identity
concealed (9)

56 Abundant (9)

58 Mature; fully
developed (4)

59 Distinguished guest
(1,1,1)

14 Shakespearean
tragedy (7)

16 Presiding (11)

22 Smoothly (mus)(6)
23 Instructor (7)

24 Shoulder bag (7)
25 Dairy product (6)
27 Capital of Kenya (7)
28 Climbing aid (6)

30 Fine soft feathers (4)
32 Apartments (5)

34 Small branch (5)

36 Cab (4)

38 3in Roman digits (3)
42 Ambition (5)

43 Antiquated (7)

44 Wild sex party (4)
45 One and only (6)
46 Hot meat sauce (5)
48 Practical, rather
than theoretical method
(4,2,5)

49 Diversity (7)

50 Short sleep (3)

51 Change condition (7)
52 Be against (6)

53 Reckless (5-3-4)
54 Fooffall (4)

57 Unborn human (6)
64 Clapped (9)

65 Poisonous plant (7)
66 Overly modest (7)
68 Seized (7)

70 Send out again (7)
71 Meeting plan (6)

72 Boundaries (5)

74 Book of maps (5)
76 Thin porridge (5)
78 Whip mark (4)

79 To the interior (4)
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DOWN

2 Yards between
cricket wickets (6-3)

3 Inexpensive (5)

5 Expel (4)

6 Hot climate zone (7)

7 Unofficially; not for
publication (3,3,6)

8 Planet (5)

9 Bullfighter (7)

10 Mark correct (4)

11 Impervious to light (6)
12 Flower (5)

13 Steroid (anag)(7)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Spear, 4 Do as the Romans do, 14 Putty, 15 Still, 16 Trespasser, 17 Slyly, 19 Lea,

20 Chewing, 21 Celebrate, 22 Unease, 25 Evaporate, 27 lodine, 28 Tawdry, 33 Implacable, 35 Off,
36 Headed, 37 Alms, 39 Eye, 41 Erratic, 42 Zither, 43 Navigator, 44 Nippy, 45 Belonged, 50 So,
51 Addendum, 55 Elite, 58 Aggrieved, 59 Agreed, 60 Cavalry, 61 Law, 63 Spat, 64 Vestry,

65 Era, 66 Salmonella, 68 Seeing, 69 Foiled, 71 Enunciate, 76 Silent, 77 Unbalance, 79 Tactics,
81 Vie, 84 Miami, 85 Apologetic, 86 Kills, 87 Vogue, 88 Peaches and cream, 89 Verse.
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DOWN: 2 Patchy, 3 Allow, 5 Qars, 6 Suspect, 7 Healed, 8 Riser, 9 Merited, 10 Nest, 11 Drying,

12 Style, 13 Dynasty, 14 Pyjamas, 18 Inspecting, 23 Grabs, 24 Uncanny, 26 Volcano, 27 Inferno,
29 Deleted, 30 Emerge, 31 Moths, 32 Served, 34 Emit, 36 Helps, 38 Serum, 40 Ogle, 45 Brass,
46 Luggage, 47 Nail, 48 Envied, 49 Silly, 50 Seaweed, 52 Diabolical, 53 Nearest, 54 Unruly,

55 Edition, 56 Broad, 57 Sets, 62 Blend, 67 Inflame, 68 Survive, 70 Lineage, 72 Nuclear,

73 Inhale, 74 Harold, 75 Scales, 76 Serge, 78 Aloha, 80 Tribe, 82 Disc, 83 Visa.
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HEALTH & WELLBEING

Re-store Eco Market is a locally owned
and operated bulk wholefoods and
household refill store located in the heart
of Thames.

With a strong focus on sustainability and
reducing unnecessary packaging, Re-store
offers shoppers an extensive array of plas-
tic free products including pantry staples,
household and personal cleaning products
and sustainable goods.

It also proudly displays a ‘Homegrown in
the Coromandel’ wall of locally made sus-
tainable items and products supporting lo-
cal artisans from around the Coromandel
Peninsula. With the Christmas season fast
approaching, shopping sustainably and
‘keeping it local’ is the message co-owners
Vita Dryden and Tash Donnelly are putting
out there.

“It’s been a tough year for many small
local Coromandel and Hauraki businesses.
We are surrounded by so many amazing
artisans, experience providers, hospitality
venues and services, and these are guys
that need our support now more than

Shop small, shop sustainable, shop local

ever,” says Donnelly.

“Present decisions can either support
a brilliant local business with ethical and
sustainable practices, or add to the prob-
lem of consumerism and the overwhelm-
ing amount of junk on this planet. When
you shop small, you become truly account-
able for the impact your festive buying
makes.” adds Dryden.

Every time you purchase from a small
business, you are paying it forward. Not
only do you get a gorgeous gift, experi-
ence, or special treat, you are supporting
another person or family.

Re-store offers an excellent range of
plastic free, sustainable and locally made
gifts. Customised gift boxes or gift vouch-
ers for all budgets, tastes and ages.

As an essential service Re-store will con-
tinue to be available to ALL customers un-
der the new traffic light system, however
standard Level 2 practices will still remain
while shopping in store. Online shopping
and delivery is also available around the
peninsula and beyond.

NOW ONLINE FOR CLICK & COLLECT
OR NORTH ISLAND DELIVERY

a locally owned & operated bulk foods and household refill store
with a focus on sustainability and reducing unnecessary
packaging..

- ﬁ‘ All your pantry essentials without the plastic
Cleaning products and personal washes for
re-fill

Sustainable personal hygiene options
Custom made gift boxes for all occasions
Now stocking frozen organic fruit & veges
& Premium NZ pet foods

Bring in your own containers to re-fill
or use our brown paper bags.
[E)F] @restorewholefoods

580 Pollen Street, Thames WWW.re-store.co.nz

How does

it work?
Bowen encourages
the body to
realign/balance
itself.

BOQWTECH
Ve Dsigioa Buwts. Teckinigos

Some of the conditions that
often respond favourably are:

Bowen?
Bowen is muscle and
connective tissue
therapy, appropriate
for all ages.

Pam Smith 021 293 5896 « Thames
Registered
Professional : : .
- pamjsmith.nz@gmail.com
Practitioner .
© Niirso www.pamsmithbowen.com

patterns

® Sinuses

ﬁ @reflexologybyshannon

Reflexology can improve:

¢ Poor circulation
¢ Broken sleeping

* Muscle tension

¢ Mental health issues
- stress & anxiety

¢ Headaches, migraines

SHANNON SIDDINS
021 0818 6434

Gift Certificates Available

Reflexologist, DIP Reflexology, A & P Level 5

@ #reflexologybyshannon

Cnr of Marshall & Hughenden Sts, PAEROA

WALTER
&Co
Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

www.walterandco.co.nz
Instagram@walter_andco

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames

Book your
advertisement in

our monthly Health
& Wellbeing page
for six issues and
receive a FREE

" 1/4-page editorial
space to showcase

your business

Contact Nikki today!
022 130 3885
nikki@ valleyprofile.co.nz

Profile

e Pharmacy ¢

Efficient convenient prescription dispensing

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street
Thames

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm
(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Ph 07 8685100 — Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Our team are locals supporting locals
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CLASSIFIEDS 10 Brain Teasers

Accommodation
Available

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

woodturners

1 - What year was the very first

Awesome cabin attached
to caravan. All ameni-
ties, self contained, quiet
street close to Thames
town. $330 pw. Prefer
single person. Ph 027
695 1327

Garage Sale

111 Ferguson Dr,
Thames. Deceased es-
tate. 7am start. Saturday
Dec 11

For Sale

Firewood, Pine, summer
special, $80 per cube.
Ph Steph 027 385 2806
or Mark 027 655 8661

model of the iPhone released?

Situations Vacant Situations Vacant
Woodturners
Cafe LANDSCAPE ASSISTANT
in Ngatea are FULL TIME

looking for a
Cafe Assistant

to join our
growing team.

Variable hours.
Involves one
weekend day.
No experience
required.
Full training given.
Contact Lorraine
021 246 9376

We require a skilled or semi skilled
person to join our team.

Our projects encompass a wide range
of concrete work, retaining walls,
fences, decks, pergolas, lawn laying,
paving and irrigation as well as
soft landscaping, planting etc.

Most of our projects are based in and
around Thames, although we do
sometimes work on the east coast of
the Peninsula.

Public Notice

The person we seek will need to be

Handyman

Mowing, hedges,
fencing, gardening,
carpentry, painting,
retaining walls, welding,
waterblasting. Work is
good quality and | will
not attempt to work
outside of my skills.
Insured. Dennis Schuler
022 129 0169

| am looking to start a
darts night, using the
excellent facilities at the
Kerepehi Bowls & Sports
Club. Looking at 5.30pm
start, 7pm finish on a
Tuesday or Thursday
night. Contact Geoff on
021 100 87009 to discuss
further.

fit, punctual, motivated, able to
follow instructions, willing to learn
and a team player.

We supply all tools used to carry out
the daily tasks

Please send your CV to
allgardenworks@xtra.co.nz
or post to PO Box 333,
Thames 3540

Applications close 12th December 2021

2 - Who is often called the father
of the computer?

3 - Who discovered penicillin?
4 - How many molecules of
oxygen does ozone have?

5 - Which infinity stone was
located on Vormir?

6 - What was Superman’s birth
name?

7 - Which popular TV show
featured house Targaryen and
Stark?

8 - In what year was the first
episode of South Park aired?

9 - Which actress won the Oscar
for Best Actress in 20037

10 - How old was Coco Gauff
when she first beat Venus
Williams?

Answers

G1 -0l ‘uewpry 9[0dIN - 6

L661 - 8 ‘SsuoIy] JO dwen - £
‘1d-1e3 - 9 ‘QuoS [nog - ¢
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CAFE

... Re Opening on the
15th of December ...

for a Unique Giftware

and Cafe Experience
....BE THERE OR BE SQUARE....
3815 SH2 Mangatarata

Ph: 867 3266
E: bmattock48@gmail.com

'§ woodturnerscafe

cli®irieds

Place your ad today!

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

CALL THE EXPERTS

ARBORIST

L 2
s

» Traditional and

Bespoke Funerals
e Direct Cremation
o Pre-Planning

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen

Funeral Directors

PHYSIOTHERAPY

wormancl=| physiotherapy
orthopaedic rehahildation
BACK & NECK PAIN
SPORTS & WORK INJURIES

POST SURGERY & FRACTURE REHAB
ACUPUNCTURE

ey

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

DRivING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

T

Proudly

Thames locals
serving
freshly roasted barista coffee,
tea, real fruit ice cream
& delicious treats
Inside Goldfields Mall
100 Mary St, Thames
Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 2pm ish

B »
shs il =,
Ny =

Robert Lindsay * Rodney Grant « Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

Thames

PLUMBING * DRAINAGE * GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz
“Covering The Valley”

PAINT
* Quality * Paint » Colour « Advice
* Wallpaper * Accessories
Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop

PLUMBER

% BROKEMSHIRE & ROSS

O LA, P LS A A e kL

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,
Farm Bins

SERVICES

Plumbing e Drainlaying
Roofing * Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

07 868 6106 E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
www.smartbins.co.nz W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or

ATENS]UNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd
" I

" LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

' PORTALOO HIRE |

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

PHOTO SALES

Photographs taken by the Valley Profile are available
for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
0204 0944 853

Protfile

=
=2
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SPORTS

Ideal conditions
for district cricket

CRICKET

After weather spoilt chances of
play for the district’s cricketers
a week earlier, all were able

to enjoy their sport in ideal
weather conditions on Novem-
ber 28.

The slightly less restrictive
Covid regulations also allowed
teams from the Hamilton area
to play for the first time this
season. The Hauraki Plains
College First XI as well as the
school’s Years 9 and 10 team,
travelled to Hamilton’s Hill-
crest High School, where Covid
rules and regulations were in
place allowing Hauraki players
a welcome chance to at last pit
their skills against opposition
from a strong cricketing envi-
ronment.

To their credit, the host
school provided a safe and well
organized day with sunny skies
and well presented playing
conditions adding to the enjoy-
ment of everyone involved.

The total of 142 off their
40 overs posted by Hillcrest
after batting first in the First
XI match proved to be a seri-
ous challenge for the Hauraki
Plains College lads. The Hill-
crest bowlers were accurate

and enthusiastic fielding en-
sured the visitors had to fight
hard to progress the run chase.
An exciting final half hour of
play resulted as the gap be-
tween runs required and balls
to be bowled lessened, but
victory was achieved with five
balls to spare.

Daniel Sproul provided
backbone to the innings, which
saw all five Hauraki batsmen
dismissed, falling to poor shots
rather than being beaten by
‘unplayable’ deliveries - an
issue which will have to be ad-
dressed if the side’s undefeated
status is to be maintained for
the final two pre-Christmas
matches.

MATCH DETAILS: Hauraki Plains
College First XI: 142 for five
wickets, Daniel Sproul 66, de-
feated Hillcrest High School
141. Xavier Anderson 3/21,
Quinn Smith 3/25. Years 9
and 10 Grade: Hillcrest High
School defeated Hauraki Plains
College, no match details pro-
vided. Late match result from
the weekend: Primary Schools’
Years 7 and 8 Grade. Thames
161, Fletcher 26, Cohen 24,
Isaiah Anderson 2/16, defeated
Paeroa 124, Anderson 20.

- Mike Cotter

Tabbouleh rice with grilled steak

T

RECIPE

Once again this month, my recipe is a
very versatile dish. The rice and qui-
noa can be substituted for just rice,
barley, farro, or couscous. The herbs
are totally interchangeable, as are
the veggies once the summer ones
are no longer in season and at their
best. You don’t even have to have
steak with this recipe - it’s equally
delicious with lamb steaks or chicken
drumsticks, or just piling the veggies
up on top instead of a protein. It’s
also a wonderful salad addition to
a barbeque, and should even work
with a great flavoured, quality sau-
sage. What does remain the same is
the balance of flavours, and they're
delicious! | am sure you will want to
make this again and again with your
own spin, so | hope you enjoy it as
much as my family does.

Jaki Craig, Savour & Spice

Ingredients

175g (a flat one cup) Sunrice
brown rice and quinoa mix, rinsed
Bunch of fresh mint (20g approx.)
Bunch of parsley (30g approx.)

3 spring onions

1-2lemons

Extra virgin olive oil

Black pepper

% cup dried apricots chopped

% cup pumpkin seeds

2 capsicum (red & orange are
great)

3 medium courgettes

1 bunch of asparagus

2 quality eye fillet steaks

2 tablespoons red wine vinegar
Tio Pablo Salsa Verde (or pesto
with added lemon juice and water
to thin down slightly)

Feta cheese to serve — 15-20g

Method
Bring the rinsed rice and two

Tabbouleh rice with grilled steak and summer veggies is a versatile dish.

cups of water to the

boil. As soon as it boils,
put a tight fitting lid on,
reduce the heat to low
and set your timer for 25
minutes. Turn off once
done (do not lift the lid), and let it
steam for a further 5-10mins.

In the meantime, finely chop the
mint, parsley, spring onions, and
apricots. Stir them all through the
cooling rice along with the lemon
zest and juice, two tablespoons of
oil and a pinch of black pepper.
Slice the peppers and courgettes
lengthways into batons, (not fine
strips), and break the woody ends
off the asparagus. In a separate
bowl to the rice, add the red wine
vinegar, 1 tablespoon of olive oil
and salt and pepper.

Preheat a griddle or frypan to a
highish heat and add the pumpkin
seeds once nice and hot. Once
toasted add most of them to the

Savour
f’{%p](_e pan, add a little olive oil

rice, reserving a few for
serving.
Using the same griddle

and cook the peppers,

asparagus and cour-
gettes until nice and charred.
Once each is cooked, add them
straight away to the bowl with the
vinegar dressing. Cut the aspara-
gus spears into four pieces each.
Rub a small amount of olive oil
on to the steak, sprinkle with salt
and pepper and cook in the same
griddle pan to your preferred lik-
ing. Rest for five minutes after
cooking. Take a large platter for
serving and spoon the tabbouleh
on to two thirds of it. Top with
sliced steak, the reserved pumpkin
seeds, crumbled feta cheese, and
salsa Verde (or pesto) if using.
Place the warm vegetables and
the dressing in the reserved space
on the platter and serve!

sku317365

Y

Merry
Christmas

$969.00

Weber Family Q BBQ

5569.00

$4,499-20

Heat Beads
5ku082015

$1 799

Weber Q2000 BBQ
sku318399 ! !
$1 99(& '. sku384024
$ .00
Charmate Kettle BBQ 45
sku353765
HELPING YOU GET THE

Montego Bar Set
sku!B89969

Legends Gift Box

WE'RE YOUR

LOCAL

$1 99.00

Gazebo
sku248034

L 4

$1 99.00

Umbrella
sku336046

Venus Flytrap sku149090

Oasis Planter
sku366375

$1 49.00

$1 1.99

Cacti 6¢cm Assorted
sku305839

Accent 8l Primer Sealer undercoat
sku183108

Procoat Ebony fence paint
sku372486

Forestwood 8| Kwila deck &
Furniture oil sku296844

JOB DONE

Ngatea Hammer Hardware
16 Orchard West Road, Ngatea

a

Store Hours: 8am — 5pm Monday to Friday
9am - 2pm Saturday

0788677393
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Christmas light show set to dazzle

By GORDON PREECE

Paeroa’s Christmas light
show is back after a one-
year hiatus due to Covid-19.

The festive event held at
the Historical Maritime Park
will be opening its gates from
December 10 under the new
Covid-19 Orange Protection
Framework with vaccine pass-
es and social distancing from
other bubbles.

Event spokesperson Jo Tils-
ley has described this year’s
event as a “leap of faith” given
many of Paeroa’s events have
recently been cancelled, but
organisers were grateful the
light show could reopen this
year.

“We also know people love
the event so if we can do
something that allows the
majority of the community to
come and have a lovely even-
ing then we want to be able to
do that,” she said.

“It’s the major annual fun-
draiser for the park with all
proceeds going towards it’s
upkeep, so that’s also why we
feel the event’s important.”

Ticket sales will be limited
this year to 500 people each
night, and tickets will only be
sold online.

“That’s a way for us to man-
age the vaccine pass situation
and also we want people to
feel joyous and festive from
the moment they get here.

The Paeroa Historial Maritime Park Light Show will go ahead this year with safety measures in place.-

“Anyone aged over 12 years
and three months must have
their vaccine pass checked be-
fore going in,” she said.

“It feels a bit scary to be do-
ing it so we’re asking people
to be kind with their thoughts
and their words.”

Jo said a small handful of
volunteers had been working
through blood, sweat and tears
since September putting every-
thing together.

“You can appreciate with the
incoming framework they’'ve
had a lot to get their heads

around,” she said.

“I want to thank all the vol-
unteers in advance who’ll be
putting in the hard hours for
the 14-night event.”

This year’s light show, cel-
ebrating its 10th anniversary,
was originally inspired by ideas

Photo: SUPPLIED

from Ellen Cooper and Robert
Yeates.

DETAILS: December 10 - 24,
opens at 8.30pm, last entry
10pm every night, event closes at
11pm. Tickets: www.iticket.co.nz.
More info: Paeroa Christmas
Lights Show Facebook page.

FREE

waterblaster
with first 100
bikes sold!"

a hlgger Christmas
stocking

Choose from a great range of Suzuki kids bikes
like the LT-Z50 for just $47 per week*:
Be quick and clean up with a free waterblaster
— only with the first 100 bikes sold.

LT-Z50 $3,899

SUZUKI

Promotion available between 1/10/21 to 31/12/21 while stocks last. Free water blaster is covered by the manufacturer’s warranty. * Finance T&C's: All weekly payments are indicative only for that item and are based on a term of 24 months at an interest rate of
19.95%pa and include a $1.80 monthly service fee and a $75 establishment fee. Details of finance (including weekly payments, the total amount repayable over the term of the loan, interest rate and any applicable fees) can be confirmed with a detailed quote in store.
Full disclosure of all of the terms of your finance will also be provided to you in the Finance Now disclosure statement for your consideration prior to confirmation of your purchase. All finance is subject to Finance Now terms and conditions and approval criteria.

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ | 39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA | 07 862 8783

HAURAKI’'S HOME OF § SUZUKI




