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Mayor barred
in vax mandate

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ome next week, Thames-

Coromandel’s Mayor Sandra
Goudie will be excluded from at-
tending council meetings in-per-
son, following her council’s de-
cision to mandate the Covid-19
vaccine.

Mayor Goudie faced national
backlash after telling The Pro-
file in October that she refused
to have the Covid-19 Pfizer vac-
cine, instead favouring the unap-
proved Novavax vaccine.

When earlier asked if her de-
lay in getting vaccinated would
be contentious among her con-
stituents, she said she was “not
saying no to vaccinations”.

“Everybody has to make their
own decision,” she said.

Since then, Mayor Goudie
has faced criticism about her
decision, with people calling to
make vaccinations mandatory
for elected officials. Thames-
Coromandel District Council
this month considered making
that call, meaning Mayor Goudie
will be excluded from attending
council meetings in person.

On Monday, council con-
firmed that by December 20 - or
sooner if there was community
transmission in the district - all
staff and elected members would
need to have had their first dose
of the Covid-19 vaccine to enter
council workplaces. By January
17, they all need to be fully vac-
cinated.

Mayor Goudie refused to com-
ment when approached by The
Profile on Monday. According to
a council communications offic-
er, a survey of its staff indicated

that of the 80 per cent who re-
sponded, 92 per cent were fully
vaccinated and a further five per
cent had received one dose or
were intending to be vaccinated.

Employees and elected mem-
bers who did not have proof of
vaccination will be required to
work remotely while council
considered its options.

Across boundary lines, Haura-
ki District Council has not man-
dated the Covid-19 vaccine for
its staff and elected members;
however, it encouraged unvac-
cinated and vulnerable elected
members, staff, and members
of the public to attend council
meetings remotely.

“We are currently updating
our business continuity plans to
align with the traffic light sys-
tem, ensuring that our services
continue should Covid-19 make
its way into the Hauraki District
communities,” Mayor Toby Ad-
ams said.

“These preparations include
splitting teams into bubbles to
minimise spread in essential
frontline services and remote
working options.”

Meanwhile, both councils
were expecting positive Covid-19
cases throughout the region over
summer. Both councils were also
ready to welcome Aucklanders to
the region when the border lifted
on Wednesday, however, TCDC
urged Aucklanders to follow the
government’s requirement to be
fully vaccinated or have a nega-
tive test result 72 hours before
leaving the super city.
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Susie Goodall and Barry Robinson perform with the Kerepehi Brass Band

in Ngatea on Friday evening during the town’s late night shopping night,
organised by a hard-working team of passionate volunteers and sponsors.
There was a great turnout for the festivities, which included live street music
and a visit from Santa. The jolly man in red also visited Thames in a horse-
drawn carriage on Saturday, turn to P3.
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New car park to make gorge safer

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

he Karangahake Gorge as

it is is a “death waiting to
happen” and Hauraki District
Councillors don’t want that on
their conscience.

They unanimously voted at a
recent meeting to develop the
gorge in a staggered approach,
including creating a car park
off County Rd to alleviate safety
concerns on the state highway.

Between 2010 and 2019,
there were 21 deaths and 95 se-
rious injuries along SH2, Man-
gatarata to Katikati. Back in
July, the Karangahake Gorge
was closed for more than seven
hours after a crash critically in-
jured two people and seriously
injured another. The same
month, a pedestrian was seri-
ously injured after being struck
by a car along the same stretch.

Council’s development would
see an entrance way created off
County Rd into Cornes Pad-
dock, located on the corner of
Crown Hill Rd and County Rd.

Under stage one, it would in-
stall a metal carpark, a perim-
eter fence, and planting. Stage
two would see the car park
sealed. It will have around 30-
40 car parks and be open seven
days a week.

The cost to do this work will
be around $160,000.

Currently, the reserve has
been open to a grass car park
during the spring through au-

Hauraki District Council concept drawings of the new car park near

Crown Hill Rd, in the Karangahake Gorge.

tumn periods, and ‘no parking’
yellow lines have been painted
on Crown Hill Rd to mitigate
dangerous parking practices.

But the gorge was growing
in popularity and “something
needs to happen” to solve its

Photo: HDC/SUPPLIED

safety issues, Mayor Toby Ad-
ams told staff at the meeting.

“There are cars parked on the
side of the road going up to the
car park, there are cars parked
on the side of the main road,
there are cars all over the place.

“There’s no happy way to say
this: it’s just a death waiting to
happen, and there’s no way I
want that on my conscience,”
he said.

Mayor Adams recognised the
creation of another car park
could upset some residents,
but with visitors flocking en-
masse to the historic area,
more permanent parking was
needed.

“I know the residents like it
because of what it is, but that’s
also why people want to come,”
he said. “It’s not easy having
something so spectacular in
your backyard and not being
able to share it, and at the end
of the day, it is New Zealand’s
to share.”

The Karangahake Hall Com-
mittee put forward an option
to develop the Mackaytown
Reserve car park, off State
Highway 2; however council
staff said the option faced sig-
nificant challenges in provid-
ing access to the Hauraki Rail
Trail.

The staggered approach
at County Rd received sup-
port from councillors and was
passed unanimously at the
vote.

“I can’t wait to see this hap-
pen,” Paeroa ward councillor
Jo Tilsley said.
Fubdic Inlerusl
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Rejoice and concern
as Auckland opens

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

t'll be four months to the day since
Woodturners Cafe was visited by a
Covid-positive Aucklander when the
city’s border will finally come down.

Owner Blair Mattock couldn’t be-
lieve how long it had been.

“Who would’ve thought that four
months ago we were sitting down,
saying wed been identified as a
place of interest - one of the very first
of the resurgence... who would've
thought that it'd take four months
before we’d get back to work?”

The cafe on State Highway 2,
Mangatarata, was named as a loca-
tion of interest following a visit by
a Covid-positive man on August 15.
What followed was a spate of Cov-
id-19 tests, a “severe” lockdown, and
the cafe being closed for around 120
days. But the cafe doors will finally
open - to double-vaccinated custom-
ers only - on Wednesday, the same
day Auckland’s border gets disman-
tled. “If last year when we came out
of the [first] lockdown is any indi-
cation, it will just be like someone
hit pause, and then play again,” Mr
Mattock said.

“Tt was all stop, and then all ballis-
tic, so I think it’s going to go crazy.”

It was not just Aucklanders need-
ing that taste of freedom, he said,
but locals, too. “Everyone’s chomp-
ing at the bit now and are wanting
to get back into a routine, which is
great. It financially hasn’t been ideal
for us, but you've got to make the
best of a bad situation.” Both Haura-
ki and Thames-Coromandel district
councils were anticipating an influx

of travellers akin to any other sum-
mer holiday period, and Age Con-
cern Hauraki Coromandel manager
Glenis Bell said there would likely be
concern throughout the population,
as well as rejoice for those reuniting
with family members. The organi-
sation has heard from many older
people who were expressing their
concerns about going out, saying it
felt safer to stay home, she said.

“There is already a lot of fear
which will definitely increase if cases
get announced locally or when the
town gets busy with holiday mak-
ers.

She advised the region’s elderly
demographic to enjoy spending time
with friends and family over the hol-
iday season, getting outside in the
garden or walking along the beach,
while staying alert for any Covid-19
symptoms. “Get tested if sick, then
stay home to recover; have a plan
in place so you can stay home safely
and have a plan, or people to phone,
if you don’t have transport. [And]
don’t be afraid to ask for help.”

Meanwhile, there are no ICU beds
at Thames Hospital, however, Wai-
kato DHB will manage patients re-
quiring hospital-level care with two
dedicated isolation rooms, and staff-
ing has been increased ahead of the
holiday period, a spokesperson says.
“Any patients requiring a higher lev-
el of care than what can be provided
at Thames would be transferred to
Waikato Hospital as per our current
practice.”
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In a one-horse open sleigh

Santa Claus made his way Tl
down Pollen St with his helpful :
elf Pearl on Saturday. The pair
were led down Thames’ main
street in a grand horse and
carriage from Meike’s Carriage
Rides, as Coromandel’s CFM
controlled the traffic and blasted
out Christmas tunes. The route
was planned by Goldfields
Shopping Centre manager John
Freer, in order to celebrate the
holiday season despite Covid-19
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cancelling the town’s main '&"' i ST
Christmas Parade. Santa and i IM

Pearl also made a pitstop for a N i
photo at Thames Small Gauge
Railway before visiting kindy | |
kids at Turua Hall. Reporter B 3 =]
KELLEY TANTAU captured the =
Christmas cheer. T 3 =
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Food waste strategies mooted

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Worm farms and compost-
ing systems were two of
the schemes put forward to
council staff last week as a way
to divert the district’s food waste
from landfill.

A new food waste group,
dubbed Re-Source, presented
during the public forum of
Thames-Coromandel  District
Council’s meeting on December

7.

Coordinator Shaked From
asked councillors to consider
pushing back awarding its new
solid waste contract by a few
months, so that a strategy that
keeps minimisation in mind can
be developed.

According to Shaked, the
district council had adopted a
Waste Management and Mini-
misation Plan in 2017; how-
ever, not much was being done
to minimise waste heading to
landfill, including food and or-
ganic waste.

“There is simply no incentive
for the private company that
has the contract to minimise
[waste],” he said.

“We were hoping that this
could change when signing a
new solid waste contract.”

The current contract with
Smart Environmental ends
in August, 2023, with council
awarding a new solid waste con-
tract in June next year.

“Council has recently started
the tendering process without
any public consultation or even
awareness. The new contract
will be signed for ten years,”
Shaked said.

= el =
Re-Source members Shakéd From, left, and Tony Winter pitch their

ideas to council.

“Separate from the contract
process, the council is also initi-
ating a ‘waste strategy study’.

“The council has not yet deter-
mined a timeline to conclude the
study, and they do not intend to
finish the study before signing
the new 10-year contract.”

According to the Seagull Cen-
tre in Thames, 60.9 per cent of
rubbish bags left on the district’s
kerbsides were full of food and
organic waste.

Shaked said Re-Source hoped
the council would take its pro-
posals for food waste seriously.
They have since set up a petition
which has gained around 370
signatures.

He said delaying the contract
by just a few months could give
the council sufficient time to fi-
nalise the strategy, and include
the results in the contract.

“Once food waste is separated,
there are multiple options: com-

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

post, worm farms, bio digestion,
black soldier flies...” Shaked
said.

“And these could be done out-
side the district, in one location
in the district, or at each transfer
station.

“These are simple decisions
that can be considered and
agreed upon based on financial,
community, and environmental
criteria.

“We prefer composting or
worm farming at each transfer
station - but that’s not the most
critical part - without separating
food waste at the source, and in-
cluding it in the contract, none of
the options are possible.”
DETAILS: For more information,
visit: our.actionstation.org.nz and
search for Thames-Coromandel.
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Coromandel Youth
MP 2022 announced

H auraki Plains College
student Anna Tukuitoga
will represent the Coromandel
electorate at Youth Parliament
2022, MP Scott Simpson says.

“Anna is a terrific candidate
who is really passionate about
the issues facing youth in our
communities,” he said.

“She has experience advo-
cating on behalf of her peers
through her role as New Zea-
land Country Music Associa-
tion Youth Ambassador.

“Anna is particularly inter-
ested in drawing attention to
and improving youth mental
wellbeing.”

The Youth Parliament pro-

gramme provides an opportu-
nity to hear from young people
around the country about what
is important to them, and for
Youth MPs to actively work on
topics and issues they are pas-
sionate about.

Anna’s tenure as Coro-
mandel Youth MP covers the
period March 1 to August 33,
2022, and is highlighted by a
two-day event at Parliament in
Wellington on July 19-20.

“Youth Parliament is an
incredible opportunity and I
know Anna will make the most
of her time representing the
Coromandel,” Mr Simpson
said.

Coromandel MP Scott Simpson with Anna Tukuitoga, who has been

selected as Coromandel’s Youth MP for 2022.
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High demand for

.5

By GORDON PREECE

ore than 550 people in

Thames asked for help to
get their vaccine passes in the
first few days of the new Cov-
id-19 traffic light system.

Under the new framework,
which came into effect on De-
cember 3, vaccine passes are
now required to enter many
venues and events, including
cafes, restaurants and hair-
dressers.

Thames-Coromandel  Dis-
trict Libraries manager Ania
Biazik said Thames Library
staff were surprised that prior
to December 4, 566 people
from as far away as Cambridge
and Paeroa came to them for
help to set up their vaccine
pass.

Some people struggled with
remembering their password
to apply for the vaccine pass,
or didn’t have an NHI number,
proof of identity, or an idea of
how vaccination passes worked
digitally, she said.

“If people aren’t equipped
with their vaccination passes,
they’re being excluded from
so many commercial facilities
and services, so libraries are
contributing to the well being
of our community,” she said.

“Libraries have become the
destination for those people
who want to print and lami-
nate their vaccine passes at a
low cost or download them on
their phones, but also many
people come to the libraries for

Thames librarian Nicole Thorburn demonstrates with Michael Dobie
how she would assist a customer with their vaccine pass.

the human touch and reassur-
ance that we’re here to help and
support you.

“Once we've helped a custom-
er, there’s been an overwhelm-
ing attitude of being grateful
for the service.”

Many customers were first
time visitors to the library, even
after living in the area for a long
time, she said, and many had
no idea that a service like this
would be provided by their lo-
cal library.

But the high number of peo-
ple needing help had put pres-
sure on staff.

“We have only a limited num-
ber of staff so we had to reach
out to our casual library assis-
tants to come in because de-
mand just exceeded staff expec-
tations.

“We're very thankful in ad-
vance for all the customer kind-
ness and patience as the library
staff just don’t know on the day
who’s going to come, what in-
formation customers already
have and how much support

¢¢Once we’ve helped a
customer, there’s been
an overwhelming at-
titude of being grateful

for the service.”
- Ania Biazik

customers need.”

Ania thanked library staff for
their work helping customers
with their vaccine passes.

“I'm really proud of our team
in Thames-Coromandel Dis-

Unichem Thames’ Tamsin Armstrong, Jessica Guo and Anas Wadood

have been helping customers with passes.

trict Libraries who stood up
to the challenge and how they
managed to get through that
first wave of very very high de-
mand and the sudden switch
from our planned work to put-
ting our customers and com-
munity first,” she said.

“I think the staff have reached
the depth of their empathy lev-
els because it can be demand-
ing and draining with the surge
of customers.”

In a statement, Age Concern
Hauraki Coromandel manager
Glenis Bell said fear about the
virus could be coming from
people’s inability to obtain a
vaccine pass, even if they were
vaccinated.

“So messages about who can
support getting one are really
reassuring,” she said.

Photos: GORDON PREECE

Members of the public can
also get help with vaccine pass-
es at selected pharmacies.

Unichem Thames pharmacist
Anas Wadood said a lot of peo-
ple wanting help with their vac-
cine passes experienced digital
difficulties.

“A lot of them don’t have
emails or computer or phone
access, so we provide a hard-
copy for them so they can ac-
cess places like cafes and hair-
dressers and they’re very ap-
preciative of that,” he said.

“The staff have been amazing
in quickly adopting this whole
system in such short notice
from the Ministry of Health,
who've only given us a day
or two for pharmacies to as-
sist patients with their vaccine
passes.”

Book your Christmas function now

GBD providng a standard of hospitality that dates all the way back to 1864

11

Don’t know what to get that special someone who has everything?

Give them a voucher

700 Pollen St, Thames

Serving lunches & dinner in a
family friendly environment from
12pm - 8.30pm Tue-Sun. Closed Mon
Breakfast on Saturday from 8.30am

Phone 868 6008
E: gbd@thejunction.net.nz

W:thejunction.net.nz
GrahamstownBarAndDiner

F210
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Climate change vote
goes NEWCOMers way

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

f seasoned councillors Mur-

ray McLean and Tony Fox were
“beating the same drum” about
their Mayor signing a local climate
change declaration, then it was the
newcomers to local politics that
snatched the sticks away.

Thames-Coromandel — District
Council has agreed to approve
Mayor Sandra Goudie in signing
the Local Government Leaders’
Climate Change Declaration; how-
ever, it remains her prerogative
whether she does so or not. Two
years ago, the council decided not
to approve Mayor Goudie signing
the declaration.

Hauraki Coromandel Climate
Action challenged this decision,
and following a hearing in the
High Court in August, 2020, the
judge quashed the council’s deci-
sion and directed it to reconsider.

In 2019, however, a local body
election saw newcomers take to the
council chambers, and it was three
of them - Martin Rodley, Robyn
Sinclair, and Gary Gotlieb - who
encouraged councillors to “respect
the decision of ratepayers”.

The issue was put to public con-
sultation in October - 187 submis-
sions received, with 95 per cent
approving the Mayor signing the
declaration.

“The thing that persuaded me
finally to stand for council was the
performance I saw by this council
and [its refusal] to sign the decla-
ration. I have to say, it sounds like
the same drum is being beaten by

Murray and Tony from way back
in the beginning,” Cr Gotlieb said
at last week’s meeting. “In the end,
all these court proceedings have
cost us over $145,000... Were
now back to where we should have
been.

“We as councillors need to re-
spect the decision of our ratepay-
ers. We didn’t respect it last time.”

Councillors Fox and McLean,
alongside Mayor Goudie, have
been consistent in their concerns
about signing the document, with
Cr McLean unsure if the decla-
ration was legally binding, and
whether there would be any finan-
cial implications arising from it.

Cr Fox said the document was
“a politically motivated piece
of work”, and when Cr Rodley
brought to attention the lack of
any court cases taken against other
councils following signing the dec-
laration, Cr Fox noted that “other
councils didn’t sign it” - Mayors
did. Cr Sinclair objected to that.

The council voted 6-3 to approve
the Mayor signing the Local Gov-
ernment Leaders’ Climate Change
Declaration, with Mayor Goudie,
and councillors Fox and McLean
against.

When agreeing with the guid-
ing principles and actions in the
declaration, and committing to
continue developing an ambitious
climate change emission reduction
work programme, Mayor Goudie
abstained from the vote.
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Floods hamper Chrlstmas cheer

As part of a Valley Proﬁle series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1928
Kopuarahi farmer was
eft feeling flat instead of
festive after taking a carload
of shoppers into Thames on
Christmas Eve.

As the payout for butterfat
had been particularly good
they were all in a spending
mood. Thames, with its gener-
ous display of goods and most
affable manner, wheedled out
of them close to 40 pounds.

After a busy day they were
content to get away home
to the cows, thinking that
Thames Town would be well
pleased with their spending
spree.

But “dash my buttons” cried
the farmer, if it didn’t have an-
other go at his much-depleted
pocket, through the medium
of the Borough Council, who
nabbed him, not so much for
speeding, as for disturbing
the smooth surface of Jellicoe
Crescent.

‘Bethlehem’ was the work
chosen by the Methodist choir
for their Christmas presen-

A New Zealand Christmas, 1905.
Photo: SUPPLIED

tation. This was a Cantata - a
vocal composition with an in-
strumental accompaniment, in
several movements.

It was a work entirely new
to Thames, recognised in
musical circles as a classic.
It opened with a scene on a
starlit night on the plans near
Bethlehem, where a shepherd
was attending his flock.

Part Two began with a scene
by an old well in the desert, and
the sounds of an approaching
caravan - a very descriptive or-
gan effect. Part Three began in
front of the Inn at Bethlehem.
Soprano solos, distant chorus-
es of angels singing, baritone
solos and hymns magnificently
illustrated the story.

The Cantata, which took over
two hours, was of outstanding
beauty, full of descriptive vocal
work seldom heard outside the

large cities.

A phenomenal rainfall in
the Thames Valley which be-
gan late on Christmas Eve was
considered both a blessing and
nuisance.

It was beneficial to farmers
initially but then became too
much of a good thing. Paeroa
was swept by almost continu-
ous rain for three days.

At Thames, rain fell in in-
creasing volumes making
prospects for holiday outdoor
sports grim. Market garden-
ers, especially strawberry
growers, sustained losses.

Dozens of camping parties
at Thornton Bay were flooded
out and the roads were filled
with cars returning to Hamil-
ton and other distant points.
The rain was followed by a hot
spell of exceptional tempera-
tures.

For a week the area swel-
tered under a moist heat from
which there was little or no
escape. At Thames, unusually
high temperatures were regis-
tered when the thermometer
stood at 87 degrees Fahren-
heit (29.444 degrees Celsius).

In the absence of a public
swimming bath, a proposed
loan to build one having been
rejected, residents found it dif-
ficult to keep cool. The beaches
and river pools were crowded.
The hottest day was expe-
rienced at Paeroa when the
thermometer climbed slightly
above 89 degrees Fahrenheit
(31.667 degrees Celsius).

The recently built public
swimming baths there were
crammed every day.

TADU SCHOOL

Thinking about a change for the 2022 School Year?

Why not drive out to visit us at Tapu School. We are just a 20-minute drive
from Thames. A small well-resourced school set on the edge of the Firth of
Thames with friendly staff and students. Come and check us out and see if we
might be the right match for you for the up-coming school year.

Phone: 07-868 4838, to make an appointment to visit or pop out and call in.

Check out our website: www.tapu.school.nz
We look forward to meeting you and your family soon.

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL

woodturners

CAFE

... Re Opening on the
15th of December ...

for a Unique Giftware

and Cafe Experience

....BE THERE OR BE SQUARE....
3815 SH2 Mangatarata

mail: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

Ph: 867 3266

E: bmattock48@gmail.com

§ woodturnerscafe

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PAINT REFURBISHMENT OF
CLASSIC MOTORBIKES

CALL DALE 867 7195 | 027 372 4797

autoworkz70@yahoo.com
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

Cowsheds, Feedpads, Bunker Roofs

Call us to arrange a visit to discuss your needs
Now is the Time to Plan
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That’s a wrap! 7 & |

Santa’s helpers met at the Paeroa Baptist Church on December 9 to
wrap presents as part of an annual Christmas Toy Appeal. Around 200
gifts were donated, and after being wrapped, they were delivered

to organisations to distribute to families in need. One of the helpful
elves, Doris Beisly, joked about her poor present-wrapping skills: “but
it’s what’s underneath that counts,” she said. Another, Denise Young,
said she’d helped out with the appeal for a number of years, and that
it was important for children to have something to open on Christmas
Day. Among the gifts donated were books, toys, basketballs, watches,
board games and more. Appeal coordinator Glenys Lewis earlier told
The Profile the need was even greater this year. “It has been a year of
anxiety and uncertainty for many children,” she said. “l would like to
think that by continuing to support families through this appeal, that
in some small way we are able to alleviate some of the heartache of
the past year.” Reporter KELLEY TANTAU snapped the volunteers hard
at work.

;. P.kliz rhapast
Bt % = Journalism
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Appeal coordinator Glenys Lewis, centre, with her ‘main elves’ Jan-Martin, left, and Heather Browne.

— SR L
— - Doris Beisly jokes about her poor present-
Lois Waugh helps out with the wrapping. wrapping skills.

wier- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS

m e S A u t 0 AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
: wsnar- WE CAN COME TO YOU
S B & G * X _ www.thamesautos.co.nz —

2003 Holden Colorado 2009 Nissan Dualis 2010 Mitsubishi Galant 2010 Subaru Impreza
2.8 Ltr Diesel, 7 Seat, Top Of Range, 2.0 Ltr Auto, Low 64 km 1.8 Ltr Auto, 18” Alloys, 2.0 Ltr Auto,
NZ Model — - Towbar — Alloys,Body Kit,

Well Serviced

/“/
\ m
‘&Eh LT

Only
$31,990 $12,990 $9,990
2014 Sangyong Actyon 2014 Nissan Pulsar 2012 Volvo V5 S/Wag 2008 Ford Fairmont Ghia
5 Spd Turbo Diesel, Auto, NZ New, Towbar, 2.0 Ltr Auto, Low 4.0 Ltr, Auto, Good km,

Excellent Condition,

4WD, ~ Alloys, Late Model - Kms, New Shape
o . Getting Rare

Low 73 km -

LEYLAND STOWE g No Deposit Finance

Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981 2 available on all vehicles.

or 0800 868 898 Full workshop servicing
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT - <1 & repairs available including

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz ! Auto Electrical service
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Tree Shapes cts bove the rest

By GORDON PREECE

t's been 17 years since Matt

Elliot established Tree Shapes
in Thames, an arboriculture
business offering high standard
residential and commercial tree
work by qualified arborists for a
competitive price.

Matt, who's originally from
Hamilton, gained an arboricul-
ture certificate in 1997 and an
arboriculture diploma in 2000
before working for Asplundh in
Dunedin managing powerline
and council contracts in the
lower South Island.

In 2004, he moved to Thames,

where his wife Te Ana is from,
and was commuting to Auck-
land for work at a tree company
where he managed staff and
helped build their business.

It was during this time he real-
ised there wasn’t anyone based
in Thames offering arboriculture
services.

“There was a gap in the mar-
ket and | thought it was worth a
go so | then set up the business
[Tree Shapes], started advertis-
ing and talking with different
contractors and it gained mo-
mentum over time,” he said.

There was a well-established
tree business based in Ngatea,
Peninsula Tree Surgeons, which

Tree Shapes bought out in 2006,

which helped the business grow.
While Matt said his custom-
ers loved Tree Shapes services,
he loves the industry and “can’t
not be involved” with it, but he’s
now cutting back his work and
has sold the arboriculture busi-
ness to Hikutaia-based Splintas

Matt Elliot has sold Tree Shapes after 17 years of trimming and chipping.

Firewood.

“My back and other parts of my
body aren’t the best anymore so
I'd rather get out while I'm still
able and my body’s still willing,
just to try to make it last a bit bet-
ter,” he said.

“We’ve had the business on
the market for two years, and
have been looking for the right
people to take it on, and about a

month ago we were approached
by Splintas Firewood interested in
buying it.”

Matt hopes with Splintas Fire-
wood’s database and workload,
on top of Tree Shapes extensive
customer base, there will be a
more consistent workload for his
staff, allowing the business to
grow.

“We complete 20 to 30 jobs

Photo: GORDON PREECE

per week but businesses in pro-
vincial towns can have a hard
time balancing and getting a con-
sistent workflow,” he said.

“But summer’s usually very
busy and flat out due to more
people getting back out into their
gardens, changing the use of
their property and having more
houses going on the market so
we do more work tidying proper-

ties that are up for sale.

“Our workload also increased
after Covid-19 due to more peo-
ple focusing on their properties
while at home.”

Matt will still be involved in the
pricing of work where necessary,
and will also work alongside
Splintas Firewood to carry out
any necessary stump grinding.

“There’s not a huge demand
for stump grinding but once a
week we'll go into a property
and remove trees for a new lawn
or concrete pad and need the
stumps gone, and our machines
deal with those,” he said.

Itis a little-known service
Matt is keen to promote, having
bought the local stump grinding
business two years ago, aptly
named Stumpgrinding Services.

It will be the only locally based
Peninsula-wide stump grinding
business, hoping to cover the
loop weekly from Thames to Co-
romandel, Whitianga to Tairua,
and back.

From January 1, Splinta’s Fire-
wood will take over Tree Shapes’
arboricultural operation, retain-
ing Tree Shapes staff and con-
tinuing to run all tree work, deliv-
ering the same level of service in
conjunction with their firewood
supply and onsite wood splitting.

“l want to let my customers
know we’ve sold the business
and thank them for using and
supporting us for the past 17
years,” Matt said. “Through sup-
porting our small business, we
in turn have been able to provide
job opportunities for local people,
and provide work to other local
service providers.”

TR

LOCAL ARBORISTE FOR ALL TREE WO
STUMP GRINDING, HEDGES, I:HI:".FIHE

I would like to thank all my clients, suppliers and
contractors who have supported us

over the last 16 years.

All the best to Colin and Janella

from Splinters Firewood
for the future.

1ares SPLINTA’S FIREWOOD

Matthew, Finn and Junior will still be on board
with their expertise for all your
tree care requirements.

SERVICES

STUMBGRINDING
SERVICES

For all Stump Grinding

MATT - PH; 07 BE8 J085 / ROB: 0274 T2 627

Winner of Rural & Primary Industries
2021 Business Award

MOB: 021 060 7659
COVERING THAMES, HAURAKI
& COROMANDEL PENINSULA
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~Rural’

Life

. .
By Bala Tikkisetty

Earthworms improve the
general condition of farm-
ing soils, reduce surface runoff
of contaminants from pasture
and prevent soil erosion.

Soils without enough of the
right type of earthworms are
usually poorly structured and
tend to develop a turf mat or
thatch of slowly decomposing
peat-like material at the sur-
face. Old dung and dead plant
material lie about the surface.
These factors can naturally
inhibit pasture and crop pro-
duction.

Introduced earthworms are
essential to the development
of fertile productive soil. They
act as biological aerators and
physical conditioners of the
soil, improve soil porosity,
structure, aggregate stability
and water retention.

Earthworms also increase the
population, activity and diver-
sity of soil microbes, such as
actinomycetes and mycorrhizal
fungi. These microbes play a
vital role in the supply of nutri-
ents to pasture, digesting soil
and fertiliser and unlocking
nutrients such as phosphorus

that are fixed by the soil. Lower
producing grasses are often
more evident than ryegrass

on these types of soils as well.
Pasture growth is slow to start
in spring and stops early in
autumn. Plant nutrients tend
to remain locked in the organic
layer and there is poor absorp-
tion of applied fertiliser.

Plant roots in such soils are
relatively shallow and pastures
are therefore susceptible to
drought. Water also runs off
this type of pasture more eas-
ily rather than being absorbed
into the soil, increasing water
quality problems.

To help avoid these types of
problems, soils should have
a good diversity of relevant
earthworm species.

The most common intro-
duced earthworm in New Zea-
land is Aporrectodea calignosa,
a topsoil dweller. This earth-
worm grows up to gomm long
and may vary in colour from
grey to pink or cream.

Another very common intro-
duced earthworm is Lumbricus
rubellus, a surface dweller.
Often found under cow pats,
this earthworm will grow up
to 150mm long. It is reddish-
brown or reddish-purple, with
a plale underside and flattened
tail.

Aporrectodea longa live in
burrows as deep as 2-3 metres
below the surface.

Undertaking an earthworm

tors and physical conditioners of the soil.

count will let farmers know if
they have enough of the right
type. Counts are preferably
done in late winter to early
spring when soil moisture and
temperature conditions are
ideal. Counts can be done by
taking out a 20cm cube of

soil with a spade. Around 30
earthworms would be ideal in a
spade cube.

If soils are scoring way below
that there are a range of ways to
increase their populations:

Ensure soil calcium levels are
near 7, as calcium promotes
earthworm reproduction.

Maintain soil pH between 5.8
and 6.3.

Limit use of agri-chemicals.

Reduce ammonium-based
fertilisers, as they make soils
acidic.

Moist soils promote earth-

worm spread and activity and
more will remain active in
topsoil during summer under
irrigation. Direct drilling and
no tillage cultivation methods is
another way to promote earth-
worm numbers. Use a mould
board or disc plough rather
than a rotary hoe. Cropping
farms should include a phase of
pasture in their cropping rota-
tion to increase organic matter
returns.

Earthworm ecological diver-
sity is also critical to ensure soil
functions are optimised. For
example, the single species of
Aporrectodea caliginosa alone
was not able to improve water
infiltration or pasture produc-
tion. However, when this spe-
cies was found in combination
with Aporrectodea longa, there
was positive influence on soil

Anecic 4 kbnga

Introduced earthworms are essential to the development of fertile productive soil, acting as biological aera-

Photo: SUPPLIED

functions despite the abun-
dance of A. longa itself not in-
creasing. This study highlights
the importance of including a
measure of ecological diversity
alongside a measure of abun-
dance to assess soil biological
health.

The earthworms play a great
role in farm productivity and
lessen the contaminant impact
on water quality.

Remember, weight of earth-
worms below healthy produc-
tive pastures is approximately
equivalent to the weight of ani-
mals grazing above ground — a
thought provoking fact.

Bala Tikkisetty is a sustainable
agriculture advisor (technical) at
Waikato Regional Council. For
more information contact him on
0800 800 401 or bala.tikkisetty@
waikatoregion.govt.nz.

Your favourite bike can now be electric. See Miles about conversion

High quality batteries
Batteries are the heart of
the system. We use only
the very bestcells from LG
and Samsung for maximum
power and longevity

36V

612Wh

60 km range

Mid-drive motors
Our range of mid-drive
motors bring proven
reliability, high torque, and
near silent operation

36V

300W

Commute
Touring
Weekend

36V

500W

36V

864Wh

Off road —_—
80 km range

Cargo
Heavy-load

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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Santa
comes
to town

Even the sudden rain

couldn’t dampen the

Christmas spirit at

Pukekos Educare in

Totara, where Santa

stopped by on Decem- -

ber 3 for photos with . 2

the children and their =~ A SRR
caregivers. Reporter — ﬁ' ; a5 s
GORDON PREECE — ™ e Mer PH"‘
headed along to see - - * 0= @
who was naughty and ! |

i
Thomas and Marlo are delighted to see Santa. Photos: GORDON PREECE

Thomas and Fergus wear Santa shirts for their
photo.

Denzel, left, enjoys catching up with Santa. Aiden, left, didn’t want to get too close to Santa. Caleb and Lacey wear candy cane PJs.

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST - [e][\ie]}
The People’s Wellbeing Trust ;\l f | ;n‘

SALES ™\ P - Mobility Scooters il et

interested in supporting this page,

SERVICE ) - Wheelchairs leseconac

¢ Wal ke s There are limited spaces avqilable.

HIRE  Electric Lift ChairS _. 022 130 3885
We do our best to source other products on request nikki@valleyprofile.conz

TheYalley i ™y -
607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) + Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 - E: tvtot2017@gmail.com Pro l lj I e
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement -
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/Richardsons

Paeroa / Ngatea

39 River Road, Karangahake Offers Over $799,000

S e

Two level home on fenced section positioned perfectly to take in river views. Upstairs is living with
woodburner and heatpump. Three double bedrooms. Downstairs is garage/workshop and the bonus second
accommodation. Come relax and explore the Hauraki Rail Trail access from your own backyard!

RG1934 - KYLIE HEDGES 027 210 2996 —4 w2 omdl =1

* Premium Location, 3 Dble bdrms, full rewire
* 3 garages - one with a toilet & shower
* Well maintained exterior, 1226m2 fenced section

RN1406 =3 ]l B3 =1

* Proposed New Build, 163m2 dwelling
¢ 3 Dble bdrms, 2bathrms, walk-in pantry
¢ 533m2 (more or less) section, fenced on 3 sides

RN1388 =3 2 el =1

PAEROA NGATEA THAMES
07 862 7888 07 867 7800 07 868 6978
54 Belmont Road 33 Orchard Road 556 Pollen Street

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz thames@richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

= AMY BUSTARD
A gRRY &4
« %,
» %,

REAL ESTATE

Price By Negotiation

Phone for a Private Viewing

A Managatarata, 249 SHWY 27

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136882/

Price by Negotiation

ot P
Open Home Saturday 12.00pm - 12.30pm

AThames, 103A Clarence Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/103a-clarence-street-thames

Adrienne Crawford
M:027 298 4114

Amy Bustard

M: 027 262 6177 fE
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz i‘

A Pauanui, 10/600 Hikuai Settlement Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/600-hikuai-settlement-road-pauanui

Open Home Saturday 11.00am - 11.30am
A Thames, 402A Sandes Street

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/402a-sandes-street-thames

E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

/Richardsons

Thames

318 Parawai Road, Thames

Vaccine Pass required to view. This property offers everything you might want, from a cute little family home,
investment property or a starter onto the property ladder. Open plan living, 3 double bedrooms, fenced
backyard and garage with workshop space to name a few features!

RT5670 - JON STANDBROOK 021 145 1738

214 Rolleston Street, Thames
OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 2-2:30PM

This one won't be on the market long! Beautifully presented 3 Bedroom home situated on a flat, sunny, easy
care section and walking distance from town. Double internal access garage, off street parking, master
bedroom with ensuite. Built in the early 2000's this home is ready for new owners.

RT5668 - PHILIP JUDD 027 449 7132 =3 w2 cmd2 =

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

£, TRINITY

REAL ESTATE
LICENSED REAA (2008)

Phone for a Private Viewing

A Paeroa, 16 Nahum Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/16-nahum-street-paeroa

Price by Negotiation

ru.q T

Phone for a Private Viewing

£ Waiomu, 611A Thames Coast Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/611a-thames-coast-road-waiomu

Kerry Trainor

M: 021 236 5978 :
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz r

Maree Simpson

. M:027 2067616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

The Full Real Estate Service | (07) 868 9773 | 701A Pollen Street | trinitynetwork.co.nz




12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, December 15,2021

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

' B4l B All apartments are

e —

Uiy B
]

1o

e

Our open plan, sing

_...,_Ir”"!j'

PHONE US i
to view =
by appointment

Come and experience

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

le level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

offer stylish warmth and light.

the difference!

Richmond
Villas

LIFESTYLE

82 Richmond St, Thames

Living the lifestyle,
loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in
Thames on the Coromandel
0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

VILLAGE
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JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Perplexed (7)

4 Larkspur (10)

9 Own (7)

13 Absent (4)

14 Eye centres (6)

15 Well-stuffed
cushions (6)

16 Close at the end of
a session (7)

19 Study of insects (10)
20 Unending time (8)
21 Callon (5)

24 Optical (6)

25 Hypothesis (6)

27 Speed (9)

32 Bone structure (8)
33 Verse (6)

34 Eccentric,
unconventional (7)

38 Assassin (8)

39 Long pace (6)

40 Hankering (4)

41 Eagle’s nest (5)
42 Nozzle (5)

45 Intensive, even brutal
interrogation (3,5,6)

52 Wilt (5)

55 Saying (5)

Board game (4)
Ban (6)

Spotless (8)
Please (7)

On edge (6)

Gin on tap (anag)(8)
Choir member (9)
68 Vow (6)

69 Paltry (6)

73 Feather pen (5)
74 Unmarried man (8)

76 Closely associated

with (10)

81 Fleet commander (7)
82 Unfolded (6)

83 Concavity (6)

84 Portent (4)

85 Seeking charity (7)

86 Smother (10)

87 Back (7)

DOWN

1 Stopping device (5)
2 Flute player (8)

3 Twofold (6)

4 Performing (5)

5 Deprivation (4)

6 Stockings, socks (7)
7 Queasiness (6)

8 Metropolitan (5)

10 Probability (4)

11 Rosiest (anag)(7)
12 Rick (6)

17 Atrtificial ridge for
confining a waterway
(10)

18 Employees (5)

22 First-rate (3-5)

23 Powdered tobacco
(5)
24
26
(4)
28
29
30

Books (7)
Popular successes

Going (7)
Customer (6)
Decapitate (6)
31 Cotton cloth (6)
33 Earlier (5)

35 Purchaser (5)
36 Therefore (4)
37 Throb (4)

43 Small pool (6)

44 Encouraged (5)

46 Drag (4)

47 Defeat utterly (7)
48 Weather map line (6)
49 Simple song (5)

50 Instances (8)

51 Wayward (6)

52 Reject as one’s heir
(10)

53 Leave out (4)

54 Go before (7)

59 Salty drops (5)

60 Sovereign (4)

64 Ore analysis (5)

65 Miniature hourglass
(3.5)

67 Portion of food (7)
68 Self-contradiction (7)
Mix up, confuse (6)
Column support (6)
Energy (6)
Expectations (5)
Deceitful (5)

Solid (5)

Principal (4)

Stop! (4)

N H 3 3N H B N
ddEEEEEEE Jd@EEEEN

H H B il B n

AlEEE SNEIEEEER CUEEEEEEEE
H N H HEEB H H B

dAlEEEEE SEEEEE dEEEEE aEs
H R B A B R BB

HL ar

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Stick, 4 Soft-soap, 9 Method, 14 Qiled, 15 Generous to a fault, 17 Coast, 18 Out,

19 Stupefy, 20 Withholds, 21 Museum, 24 Successor, 25 Cornet, 26 Blanks, 29 Contraband,

31 Cue, 32 Facial, 33 Miss, 35 Eel, 37 High, 39 Ironworks, 40 Endeavour, 41 Enter, 42 Dialogue,
47 Arriving, 51 Cargo, 55 Incognito, 56 Plentiful, 58 Ripe, 59 VIP, 60 Exam, 61 Survey, 62 QObi,
63 Phenomenal, 66 Pocket, 67 Prague, 69 Marquetry, 72 Eulogy, 73 Paralysis, 75 Burglar,

77 Dad, 80 Canoe, 81 By leaps and bounds, 82 Speak, 83 Pallid, 84 Skeleton, 85 Slide.

DOWN: 2 Twenty-two, 3 Cheap, 5 Oust, 6 Tropics, 7 Off the record, 8 Pluto, 9 Matador, 10 Tick,
11 Opaque, 12 Bloom, 13 Editors, 14 Othello, 16 Officiating, 22 Legato, 23 Teacher, 24 Satchel,
25 Cheese, 27 Nairobi, 28 Ladder, 30 Down, 32 Flats, 34 Sprig, 36 Taxi, 38 |11, 42 Drive,

43 Archaic, 44 Orgy, 45 Unique, 46 Gravy, 48 Rule of thumb, 49 Variety, 50 Nap, 51 Convert,
52 Oppose, 53 Devil-may-care, 54 Step, 57 Foetus, 64 Applauded, 65 Hemlock, 66 Prudish,

68 Grabbed, 70 Reissue, 71 Agenda, 72 Edges, 74 Atlas, 76 Gruel, 78 Weal, 79 Into.
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kia.co.nz

2022 INTRODUCTORY MRP

Kia Sportage $34 990

LX 2.0L Petrol 2WD

Features include:
¢2.0L MPI D-CVVT Petrol Engine
*6-speed Automatic
*17" Alloys with Full Size Alloy Spare
eElectronic Park Brake
*Forward Collision Avoidance Assist
*Blind Spot Collision Avoidance Assist
¢l ane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist
eRear Seat Occupant Alert
* Multi-Collision Braking
s Trailer Stability Assist
*Smart Cruise Control with Stop & Go
*Front & Rear Parking Sensors
eSafe Exit Assist
*LED Front Headlights & Daytime
Running Lights
*8" Colour Touchscreen Infotainment
System + Basic Digital
Driver Cluster

eWireless Apple CarPlay™
& Android Auto™

()5 VEAR preny. @) BVEAR [z

(OR UP TO 100,000 KMS)

“Introductory price offer expires 31 December 2021. T&Cs apply. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up fo 100,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. T&Cs apply, see your Kia dealer for details.

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames Ph 07 868 8951 Paul Griffin 021 169 4036
2019 Toyota Ralze 2019 Toyota CoroIIa GX 2.0P

Auto, SUV, Auto,
Low Kms LOW KM’S'
NZ New &

2019 Toyota Corolla, GX, Hatch, Auto, Alloys, NZ New $25,990 2019 Toyota YARIS GX 1.3P/4AT $20,990

2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, Leather, Alloys $49,990 2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, 3.5P $49,990
2018 Toyota Rav4, 2.5 Itr, AWD, GXL, Sig class $35’990 2018 Toyota Rav4 GX 2.5P AWD SIGNATURE CLASS 534,290
2018 Toyota CH-R, Turbo, AWD, NZ New $29,990 2018 Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 Itr, Auto $19,990

2017 Toyota C-HR 1.2PT/CVT $32,990

2018 Subaru XV, Prem, AWD, T/bar, Top spec model $34,990

2017 Toyota Corolla GLX, Auto, Alloys, Sedan  $21,790
2017 Toyota Corolla GLX, Hatch, Auto, Alloys $21,990

2016 Toyota Yaris GX 1.3P Auto, Reverse Camera $12,990

2017 Toyota Corolla GLX Sedan, Alloys $19,990 2012 Toyota Ractis 1.3P CVT Hatch $11,990
2016 Toyota Hilux S/Cab, 2WD, 2.8 T/Diesel $29,990 2011 Toyota Hilux 2.7P 2WD SC 5M $21,990
2016 Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys $17,990 2006 Toyota Allion, 2.0L Auto sedan $7,990

2015 Toyota RAV4 2.5 Itr AWD, GXL, T/Bar $28,790 2004 Toyota Land Cruiser VX LTD 4.2TD $52,990

Valley Toyota Thames Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.valley.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929 Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

www.richards.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill ¢ 027 878 0642
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CLASSIFIEDS 3NN

For Sale Situations Vacant Send your letters to the editor to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

or PO Box 550 Thames, 3540. Letters must include your full
- n name and address, be 250 words or less and may be edited,
Firewood, Pine, summer
special, $80 per cube.

abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.
Constituents in the Thames-Coromandel District
Council area are fortunate that Gary Gotlieb

Ph Steph 027 385 2806 or refuses to accept that Sandra Goudies’ anti-vax

Mark 027 655 8661 stance has been ‘resolved between parties infor-
mally’ (NZ Herald 08/12/21. He does not accept

Wanted

Motorcycles, 4 wheelers & side x

sides. Going or not. Phone 027

216 6867. A1 Motorcycles

Woodturners
Cafe
in Ngatea are
looking for a
Cafe Assistant
to join our
growing team.

this and the vaccinated people who are the ma-
jority in our area will not either. Stuff interviewed
Sandra and her partner on October 20 where

she made statements like: “I'm not going to be

a leader on this issue for all of the people, but
certainly I'm taking a leadership role in represent-
ing a view” and it went on to express anti-vax

S|tuat|0ns Vacant Variable hours. perspectives. This is on the back of another of
— Involves one her most controversial moments as mayor and
Prﬂflle her refusal to sign the Local Government New
weekend dGY- Zealand Declaration on Climate Change, a deci-
PART TIME / RELIEF . sion a High Court judge later found was unlawful.
PAPER RUNNERS No experience Sandra does not appear to care that her personal

perspectives cannot be divorced from her role
as Mayor when she expresses them within the
public forum and splitting hairs between being a
‘leader’ and taking a ‘leadership role’ doesn’t cut
it. - M D Passmore, Thames

Mayor Goudie was offered right of reply but de-
clined to comment.

required.
Full training given.
Contact Lorraine
Please apply to

admin@yvalleyprofile.co.nz ) et

We are looking for reliable
people to deliver the
Valley Profile
every week in Paeroa

CALL THE EXPERTS

; TREE For all your

"SHAPES building supplies

Trade welcome
# Treework Large & Small

79 Kopu Rd, Thames
Phone 868 0130
#- Stump Grinding = Hedge Trimming
=~ Fruit Tree Pruning s~ Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

o Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

07 862 4809 021 307 029

MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA
1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean

Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS
John Hedges o One off jobs welcome . —_—

027 457 2018 BUl:IS SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

i%@(

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Ourfamzly serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

HIRE CENTRE
. S
Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

"llsrﬁli'lﬁ__,ﬂv_é 'IJ-,)L_.OIIPA-'I:HSL h
THAMES
HIRE CENTRE
Perrin Newland
Telephone: 07 868 9350

Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

o Traditional and

Bespoke Funerals
e Direct Cremation
o Pre-Planning

Ph: 0800 862 6362

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

PAINT

* Quality * Paint « Colour * Advice
* Wallpaper * Accessories
Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

/ACCENSIUNITED)

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Pete
. Grinder
& 027 535 0580

 PORTALOO HIRE | |

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

Pert'e the Paperhanger

www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

Red hats

Groups from Waikato and Bay
of Plenty’s Red Hats Society
enjoyed a Christmas lunch at
Ngatea Hotel on December 3.
Thames Ruby Redz also cel-
ebrated 17 years at the event.
The Red Hats Society is an
international group for women
over 50 to promote their dedica-
tion to fulfilling lifelong dreams
and their passion of fun, friend-
ship, and the freedom to express
themselves positively.

Reporter GORDON PREECE went
along to get amongst the colour-
ful craziness.

DRIVING ACADEMY

ELECTRICIAN
* Rural & Dairy

e Commercial
e Heat Pumps

DRrivING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses®
Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

* Residential
e Service &
Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz
]
(07) 867-7049

ﬂla;"g;

“Taisty Depesdatia®

BEPENINSULA
M{)H}R[ YCLES
BT Gonrr-om |

RO ATV OFFROAD

¢ Industrial

S
o "o

PARTE & ACCESSORIES

www.tabs.net.nz

PLUMBER

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Thuarmas

PLUMBING * DRAINAGE ¢ GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz
“Covering The Valley”

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

GRAPHIC DESIGN
i

J ° ’
heritage tomato

J seeds for sale

¢ Affordable Graphic Design Service
for Business Cards, Flyers & Pamphlets

Ph 021 100 8709

[5"'”"'5' your taste b"d

e Aji chilli and

Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

E: aajisservices@outlook.com
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SPORTS

Sports get green light

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ontact sports and swim-

ming at public pools are
some of the recreational activi-
ties allowed to take place un-
der the country’s new Covid-19
traffic light system.

But indoor and outdoor
sporting events that don’t
check vaccine passports can-
not go ahead.

Sport New Zealand has re-
leased its guidance on partici-
pating in, or spectating, sports
and active recreation.

Thames Valley is currently
in the orange setting, which
means all outdoor parks, fields
and playgrounds can be open
for use. Gyms can also be open
if vaccine passes are in use.

For sporting clubs and
groups, the report said it was
up to the venue or facility to
make the choice to ask for
proof of vaccination.

“In the first instance, or-
ganisations and venue owners
should talk to each other about
the plan to safely run the sport
or recreational activities under
the Covid Protection Frame-
work.

“There can be multiple gath-
erings at one venue, however
each gathering needs to take
place in a defined space with
distance maintained between
groups.”

According to the report,
there are no requirements for
physical distancing while play-

ing or participating in sports,
and players do not need to
wear a mask when taking part.

Indoor and outdoor sporting
events that check vaccine pass-
es have no participant or spec-
tator limits; however the same
does not apply to events that
do not check vaccine passes.
According to the report, these
events cannot go ahead.

A Sport Waikato spokesper-
son told The Profile they had
not been made aware of any
situations in which unvacci-
nated players were not permit-
ted to enter club grounds or
premises.

They said clubs and sports,
like most organisations, were
being encouraged to do their
own risk assessment and make
decisions that were best for
them.

“[It’s] still very much a wait-
ing game as we move into the
new framework and informa-
tion is processed by Sport NZ,”
they said.

In Thames, the Jack McLean
Community Recreation Centre
and the Thames Centennial
Pool are both open.

Wharfs, jetties, playgrounds,
skate areas, and fitness equip-
ment are open, too, as well as
park assets, including BBQs
and drinking fountains, but
social distancing and good
hygiene practices are encour-
aged.

PI.Il.-Ih.l'EHIﬁI.

Journalism

1. did bk \.
Hiih o

-

i

Andrew Rogers watches on as he bowls a ball for Valley Demons.

The Valley Demons faced off with the Western BOP
Falcons in a year 9-10 cricket match held at Hauraki
Plains College on December 5. BEVIN JENKINSON from
Bev’s Cracking Shots caught some of the highlights.

SN N o g b i

A;yan Patel, left, defends a ball; Fergus Ball, centre, celebrates a brilliant catch. Right: Jacob Cochrane makes an appeal.

JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD

1997 HOLDEN VF 203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636 2007 FORD FOCUS S/W
COMMODORE ACCLAIM All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras, Met Blue
3.8L Auto, CD, Mags every ven® ALL VEHICLES REDUCED. MUST GO. ACT NOW! Svery Vehigle
0 . . .
st ¢ Call in and discuss a deal. Terms & trade ins. Must g
2008 NISSAN TILDA 5DR HATCHBACK ~ $7,995 | 1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,295
o 79,000kms, 1500cc Auto, All extras, Original 4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $1,995
' 2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260 J| 1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
$ $ 1800cc Auto, 232,000kms $3,495 J| 4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD, $ $
4,500 3,995 Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE 5,995 5,225
e o o | _HOLDEN
Leh/ o 2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white $2,995 § 2001 HONDA CONCERTO 4DR SEDAN  $2,850 HOLDEN
2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT BEST $6,500 1600cc, 5 speed, Up in kms, Very tidy, $2,500 2008 HOLDEN VIVA VALUE $7,995
2400cc, WTi Auto, All Extras, Original 1999 NISSAN CEFIRO $4.495 I drives well 5 Door Hatch, 1800cc Auto, All extras, 115,000kms, One
2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4.895 2500cc Auto, 124,000kms, All extras BEST $3,995 local lady owner. You won't beli n through-
5 door SWagon, Al extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater ’ 2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,695 | out. In Metallic Orange m
In white. VALUE’ ' ’ ’ 2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495 Q| 1600¢c, Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,200
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New 2007 HOLDEN COMMODORE OMEGA  $7,995
2005 TOYOTAEST $5,995 2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595 N 356400 V6 Auto. 173.500kms. Every exira $6,995
5 door Hatch, 1500cc Auto. All extras, In silver, 1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV $2,975 | Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags, $2,995 ¥\ 1ost oricinal B’ ¢ ’ ilabl ;IALUL pLU’S ’
Exceptional Condition 1500cc Auto, In good tidy condition $2,745 | Spwagon, Electrics, VALUE ostoriginal, best avaliadle,
2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $6,995 | 1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995 MITSUBISHI 1999 HOLDEN VECTRA $2,250
;5:22?80‘;2; iigﬂ:;’:umy All extras, in gold, $5,995 1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue, a ; 1996 MITSUBISHI RVR m $3,500 2.2 Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF, ~ $1,995
’ Top Condition 1 Tow Bar, Power Steering, VALUE $2,995 Original condition
PR ECT AS A DO-UP
et SR | FORD | PRSPPI | PROJECTS LAS A DOU
6, 5 speed manual, 2,25, Sedan ’ 1997 FORD FOCUS SIW 95,995 1 1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200 | 1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
182,000 kms, all extras - » 19% » L, Mag , g ) -
’ ’ Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras, VALUE $5,225 Has wiring problems, suit auto electrician
1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3,295 Met Blue 2001 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE DINGO $2,995 | Worth repairing REASONABLE OFFERS
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition ~ $2,995 1997 FORD LASER A CLASSIC DREAM 5 Door S/Wagon, Towbar, CD, Mags $2,650 § 1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
DAEWOO 2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, Inimmaculate ~ $3,000 § 2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400 4000cc Inj Mags., Elects, Duel Hand Controls,
2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4.695 | unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore | 2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras ~ $2,995 WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
o _ 12001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto, $3,995 | 1990 FORD LASER GL $2,995 | 2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795 [ 5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE 5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000 kms 4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500 J New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS
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Family’s Chrlstmas lights bring ) joy

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

t takes four weekends of hard

work to turn the Kyd family
home into a Christmas wonder-
land.

Every November, Trudi organ-
ises the display, while her hus-
band Mark walks along the hot
roof, laying down the lights.

There’s 6000 of them on the
roof alone.

The couple have been turning
their Paeroa home into a Christ-
mas spectacle every December for
a decade. It’s become so popular
that come Christmas Eve, cars
line the typically-quiet Shaw Ave
cul-de-sac.

“Last year there were way more
[visitors], whether that was be-
cause of Covid, or because peo-
ple were having a rubbish year...
It doesn’t cost them to come for
a drive or to walk up to show the
kids.”

The pair, who have always been
fans of the Yuletide season, start-
ed creating a Christmas display
around their front yard after being
inspired by a now-defunct ‘sights
and sounds’ event in Paeroa.

“They’d fire a cannon and all the
Christmas lights would come on
in the main street,” Trudi said.

“That was really cool.”

The couple also have two
daughters, and they wanted to do
something special for them.

The display includes thou-
sands of colourful lights, twin-
Kkling shooting stars, eye-catching
Christmas trees, and even inflat-
able decorations, including a di-
nosaur purchased this year.

Hundreds of hours goes into
laying out the display, with the
Kyd’s estimating four weekends of
labour is what it takes to get eve-
rything ready in time for the first
of December.

They said the first year was “tri-
al and error” - but after a decade,
they now had things down-pat.

“When we take the lights down,
I mark them each year so I know
what goes where,” Mark said.

“Iroll them up as I go and label
them.”

That wasn'’t to say there weren’t
some frustrating moments.

“T always test the lights before
I put them up, because every so
often you get one [that doesn’t
work]. The other night, I'd fin-
ished the roof, and I turned them
on, and there was a strip along the
top of the garage that just wouldn’t
go,” Mark said.

“I had to take that 60 metres
[of llghts] down and put a new lot

The pair also said because of
the low-voltage of the Christmas
lights, the display didn’t make a
difference to their power bill.

Last year, they entered the
Paeroa Christmas Lights compe-
tition and placed second. They've
entered again this year and hope
to see people stopping by to wit-
ness a bit of the seasonal magic.

“Being our first Covid year last
year, we had a family come by and
[the mum] said we had made her
year. It makes me emotional even
now. That was really nice to hear,”
Trudi said.

And her advice for anyone want-
ing to put up their own Christmas
display? “Just start small.”

o LALL -
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Christmas trees, shooting stars, and even an inflatable dinosaur make up the Christmas wonderland at the Kyd'’s.
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St John
Here for Life

Thank you to all of our volunteers and staff.
To our volunteers who contribute through our: Friends of the Hospital
and Friends of the Emergency Department; Caring Callers; Health
Shuttle; Youth; Opportunity Shop; Area Committee and crew our
Ambulances, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year. Your dedication and commitment to your
Community is exceptional. To our paid staff, thank you for your service
and dedication in helping us all provide for our community resilence.

Thank you to our Featured sponsors:

A shout-out this month to:

- Thames Structural Welders for the design, fabrication and
installation of the new public accessible AED defibrillator installed
outside of our complex at 1102 Queen Street.

+ Read Bros for sponsoring our Emergency Medical Information
Booklets for the community.

- Valley Profile for their support and publishing our community

articles.

- A&G Price for their support and donations.

St John - local people serving the needs of, and working
hand in hand with, our community.

To find out information about how you can work with St John
or contribute, please call Nikki on:

(07) 868 0555 or email nikki.tyrrell-baxter@stjohn.org.nz

PROGRAMMES AVAILABLE FOR 2022

If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these
are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2,
Intro to Agriculture L2
(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua (15 weeks)

Farming Systems (29 weeks); Horticulture Level 3

We also offer some fee paying short programmes — Barista and
Driving lessons from learners through to full license options.
Call us for pricing.

FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES




