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Gin distillery bears fruit
A few years ago, Daniela 

Suess and Paul Schneider 
knew nothing about distilling 
gin.

Now, despite starting their 
business during the Covid-19 
pandemic, they’ve taken their 
Coromandel Distilling Compa-
ny micro-distillery in Thames 
to the international stage, and 
last week won both the Manu-
facturing and Trade and Su-
preme Awards at the Hauraki-
Coromandel Business Awards.

Paul said they didn’t expect 
to win the Supreme award, 
which was announced at a 
gala evening at Grand Mercure 
Puka Park Resort in Pauanui 
on October 28.

“We always set out to give it 
our best but you never know 
what comes really, so this is 
a really beautiful surprise for 
us,” he said.

“It’s shown us what we’ve 
been trying to build over the 
past two years especially is 
something that has integrity 
and quality and stands on its 
feet. 

“All that eff ort and love and 
passion is beginning to bear 
fruit.”

The couple are “entirely self-
taught” when it comes to hand-
crafting their Awildian gin, 
but their passion for the spirit 
with its Coromandel fl avour 
has already won them multiple 
international awards - most 
recently, silver at the World 
Spirit Awards in San Francisco 
and the International Wine 
and Spirits Awards in London, 
the longest-standing spirits 
awards in the world.

“That’s when we realised that 

we actually have the potential 
to put the Coromandel on to 
the map of distillation and fi ne 
gins,” Paul said.

“We certainly continue to 
learn but we’re also increas-
ingly confi dent to show what 
we have and what we can make, 
and show the pride behind run-
ning this business in Thames 
and on the Coromandel.”

However, the journey so far 
had been tough, Daniela said.

“We started out in Covid 

times so we never had any tour-
ists, it was pretty much Covid 
straight away… it’s not the 
greatest timing to start a new 
business but the community 
and the locals were so embrac-
ing and so supportive.

“They gave us great feedback 
because the fi rst year was all 
about experimenting, trying 
the gins. They gave us great di-
rection… in that way the com-
munity was great.”

The couple started building 

their distillery in 2017, tucked 
away at the Depot in historic 
Grahamstown.

“The building had to be built 
from scratch and comply with, 
I think, seven Acts so all that 
needed to be navigated and 
we’re new to the industry so 
the learning curve was prob-
ably more vertical than it was a 
curve,” Paul said.

Now, Coromandel Distill-
ing Company gin is distributed 
around the country.

Their latest creation, a 
Christmas gin unique to the 
Coromandel Peninsula that has 
already won an award in Lon-
don, will be released within the 
next couple of weeks.

“We have just held back with 
releasing it because we wanted 
to make it a Christmas gin,” 
Paul said.

“It has huge provenance, it 
really celebrates the Coroman-
del from beginning to end.”

AWARD WINNERS, P6

By TERESA RAMSEY

Daniela Suess and Paul Schneider from the Coromandel Dis� lling Company won the Supreme Award, with Bre�  Rhind, centre, from sponsor BNZ. 
                    Photo: ANITA PITU FOR SNAP CLICK
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328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

November 6th and 7th 9am - 4pm
 Daily from 13th November onward open from 9-6 weekdays 
 and 9-7 weekends 
 E� pos Available 
 Masks, sani� sing, social distancing 
 and QR codes all apply.
Courtneys’ Christmas Tree Farm 
and Decoration Barn
40 Puriri Valley Rd, Puriri
868 6064 or 027 458 9878

It’s not Christmas without a real Courtneys’ Christmas tree!

SEE MORE AT   
www.readbros.co.nz 

308 Pollen St, Thames 
07 868 6608
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Is your gear  
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Mandate ‘no real surprise’
Hauraki’s Mayor says the 

government’s decision to 
push ahead with its Three Wa-
ters reform is “a tough one to 
swallow”, after watching the 
outcome live around the coun-
cil chambers.

Hauraki District Council’s 
October 27 meeting was put 
on pause when Local Govern-
ment Minister Nanaia Mahuta 
announced the government 
would legislate to create four 
publicly owned water entities, 
thus taking control of water 
services and assets from local 
councils.

In September, a letter au-
thored by Mayor Adams and 
sent to the government ques-
tioned any flow-on effects of 
the reform. 

He was concerned the pro-
posed model would result in 
smaller councils’ voices being 
lost, which was “unaccepta-
ble”.

However, Minister Mahuta 
said councils could not ignore 
the “substantial” benefits of 
the reform. 

She said was not “going to 
throw the baby out with the 
bathwater” just because it was 
a hard, and potentially unpop-
ular, issue.

At the meeting, Mayor Ad-
ams told councillors the de-
cision, which would see cen-
tral government take over 
the country’s drinking water, 
wastewater and stormwater 
assets currently owned and op-
erated by 67 councils nation-
wide, was “no real surprise”. 

“It was clear from the start 
when they got elected into gov-
ernment, that they were go-
ing to make the changes they 
deemed necessary,” he said.

“It’s kinda good and it’s kin-
da bad.” 

Mayor Adams said the issue 
had caused “a huge rift” within 
local government; however, 
“bagging the crap” out of deci-
sion-makers would not stand 
council in good stead in the 
long-run.

“We’re in a position now 
where we need to be able to 
fight to get the best for our 
community, and the only way 
we’re going to do that is to get 
inside the tent,” he said.

“I think we’re inside the tent, 
and hopefully we can ensure 
that whatever comes out of this 
is that our community gets all 
our needs met.” 

But Plains ward councillor 
Ray Broad said “accepting the 
crumbs” was like “living on 
your knees”.

“I don’t go for that,” he said.
“I’m just disgusted at how 

we’ve been treated over this. 
It’s distressing for the commu-
nity and that’s why I can’t sup-
port it… If it comes to it, I’ll still 
act in the best interests of my 
community, so don’t think I’m 
going to give up.” 

Work is now underway to es-
tablish a working group of local 
government, Iwi, and water in-
dustry experts to work through 
elements of entity design. 

According to the govern-
ment, the group will look at the 
governance and accountability 
arrangements of the entities, 
as well as provide an oppor-
tunity for public participation 
and consultation. 

By KELLEY TANTAU

The government has announced it will create four publicly-owned water 
entities, taking control from local councils.              Photo: PIXABAY

The Valley Profile is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,500 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
letterbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribution around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

TCDC urged 
to ‘seriously 
consider’ 
vaccination

A Thames-Coromandel 
district councillor has 

called on his colleagues to 
“categorically support” the 
government’s vaccination 
programme - a motion that 
passed unanimously last week.

Coromandel ward councillor 
John Morrissey put forward 
a motion to the October 26 
meeting that recommended 
all elected members and staff, 
whether it was mandated 
or not, should seriously 
consider being vaccinated 
in line with the Ministry of 
Health’s advice, unless there 
were health reasons for an 
exemption.

The motion was seconded 
by South East ward councillor 
Terry Walker and was passed 
unanimously, without 
discussion.

It comes after Thames-
Coromandel Mayor Sandra 
Goudie said she was waiting 
for an alternative to the 
current Pfizer vaccine before 
getting her Covid-19 jab.

She earlier told The Profile 
it was a “calculated risk” to 
wait for the Novavax vaccine, 
which was still awaiting 
Medsafe approval, but said 
she was “not saying no” to 
vaccinations. 

By KELLEY TANTAU
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Valley Education & Training
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Call us now to enroll

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now
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Covid-19 cancels Christmas parades
The Thames Business Asso-

ciation is “heartbroken” af-
ter having to cancel its annual 
Santa parade due to Covid-19 
uncertainty.

It follows in the footsteps 
of Paeroa’s parade, which has 
also been called off while the 
country continues to work to a 
90 per cent vaccination target 
set by the government, while 
Ngatea hopes to press on with 
their parade at this stage.

Thames’ parade was sched-
uled for December 10, and this 
year, was to be run in part-
nership with Thames South 
School. The parade route was 
going to be reversed, with fes-
tivities ending at the school on 
Rolleston St.

There were also going to be 
pre-parade workshops on float 
design. 

“We had big plans… and 
it breaks my heart actually,” 
business association chief ex-
ecutive Sue Lewis O’Halloran 
said.

“The school board can’t take 
the risk, and I don’t want to do 
the parade without working 
with them. We put so much 
into it.” 

Sue said there were still 
unknowns about the govern-
ment’s recently-announced 
‘traffic light’ system which 
would eventually replace exist-
ing Covid-19 alert levels.

If the district did move into a 
more flexible way of life on De-
cember 1, that still wouldn’t al-
low enough time for planning 

The Thames Santa Dash fundraiser will not go ahead this year, along with Thames and Paeroa Santa parades.            File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

or building floats, she said.
“I desperately want to do the 

parade and I do think we need 
something to cheer us up, but 
we cannot be the ones to bring 
Covid to this community.” 

The Santa Dash, a sprint 
down Pollen St by competitors 
dressed as Santa Claus, acted 
as a fundraiser for the business 
association, and will also not 
be able to go ahead. 

Meanwhile, Positive Paeroa, 

in a post on social media, said 
after much discussion, “and 
with a fair amount of sadness”, 
it had been decided to cancel 
the town’s Santa Parade.

“The uncertainty that Covid 
brings really does make it im-
possible to proceed this year.

“The organising committee, 
Positive Paeroa and Paeroa 
Lions Club, agonized over the 
decision, but ultimately were 
left with no other choice,” the 

post said.
“We know that you’ll be 

equally as sad but also under-
standing of the considerations 
that led to this decision.”

Ngatea’s Christmas on the 
Plains Committee member 
Shannon Stratford told The 
Profile on Monday they would 
still go ahead with the parade 
portion of the event if they re-
ceived a written sign-off from 
the district council, which they 

would contact this week.
The Santa Parade was to take 

place on December 11 at 2pm, 
with a route through the town 
centre to Hauraki Plains Col-
lege’s outdoor stage, where 
there would be a Christmas in 
the Park event.

The latter proved a bit more 
‘hairy’ to organise as it was on 
school grounds, she said.

Communication with the col-
lege would be ongoing.

By KELLEY TANTAU
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A district council surround-
ed by coastline is seeking 

feedback on whether or not its 
mayor should sign a national 
climate change declaration. 

It comes after an impas-
sioned council meeting back 
in April, where Thames-Co-
romandel district councillors 
debated for 40 minutes before 
deciding the best course of ac-
tion to take in signing - or not 
signing - the Local Govern-
ment Leaders’ Climate Change 
Declaration.

However, a climate action 
group has said what counts 
in this consultation was the 
council developing a “com-
prehensive” plan to reduce its 
greenhouse gas emissions, and 
then following through on that 
plan. 

Earlier this year, five options 
were presented to council - the 
fifth added by Thames coun-
cillor Martin Rodley, which 
stated that council agreed with 
the guiding principles and ac-
tion in the declaration and ap-
proved the mayor signing it. 
Council would also continue 
with its current climate change 
commitments. 

Councillors voted 6-3 to 
make this option their pre-
ferred choice, with Mayor San-
dra Goudie and councillors 
Tony Fox and Murray McLean 
voting against Cr Rodley’s mo-
tion. 

They are now seeking the 
public’s feedback; however, 
staff made clear that whatev-
er council’s decision was - to 
approve, or not approve - it 
would not oblige the mayor to 
sign the declaration.

Two years ago, Thames-Co-
romandel District Council de-
cided not to approve its Mayor 
Sandra Goudie signing the 
declaration. 

Hauraki Coromandel Cli-

mate Action challenged this 
decision, and following a hear-
ing in the High Court in Au-
gust 2020, the judge quashed 
council’s decision and directed 
it to reconsider.

Action group chair Denis 
Tegg said the biggest item up 
for consultation was council’s 
preferred option to agree with 
the guiding principles and ac-
tions in the declaration, and 
continue developing an ambi-
tious climate change work pro-
gramme.

“In this current consultation, 
the focus remains on what 
emission reduction actions the 
council as a whole will take.

“The mayor has just one vote 
and whether she agrees to sign 
the declaration or not is there-
fore immaterial,” he said.

“What counts is the emission 
reduction actions taken by the 
council as an organisation.”

Mr Tegg said the focus of the 
action group had always been 
to ensure council developed a 
comprehensive plan to reduce 
its greenhouse gas emissions, 
and then follow through with 
specific emission reduction ac-
tions. 

“This is what neighbour-
ing Hauraki District Council 
and many other councils have 
done, but TCDC still doesn’t 
have any plan,” he said.

“If, after a strong show of 
public support, the council 
confirms its preferred option 
to take the types of actions set 
out in the declaration, and the 
mayor still refuses to sign it, it 
won’t affect the outcome be-
cause the council as an organi-
sation will have agreed to take 
emission reduction actions.” 
DETAILS: The consultation 
period runs until 4pm on Fri-
day, November 12. To have 
your say, email consulta-
tion@tcdc.govt.nz or visit the 
council website: www.tcdc.
govt.nz.

Climate change 
decision faces 
public verdict
By KELLEY TANTAU

Fifteen young people, aged 6- 
to 13-years-old, participated 

in a singing workshop recently.
The 3-day school holiday pro-

gramme was offered by Thames 
Music And Drama.

“We have a real commitment 
to foster the love of theatre in 
the next generation, ” Thames 
Music and Drama (MAD) presi-
dent Diane Connors said.

“It is important to the long-
term sustainability of the 
group, and forms part of our 
strategic plan.”

The community theatre or-
ganisation employs trained 
facilitators to teach a variety of 
theatre craft skills - from tech-
nical work, acting, movement 
and singing. The latest involved 
local singing teacher Tristan 
Fisher imparting his knowledge 
around music theory, how to 
avoid damaging your voice, 
delivery power through use of 
your “squidgy bits” and listen-
ing to each other.

Tristan inspired the young-
sters with tales of his journey 
so far. In the early days, he 
first appeared as Freidrich Von 
Trapp in The Sound of Music 
for Thames Musical Theatre as 
a child himself. 

Within a few years, he was 
taking lead roles before heading 
off to study music at university, 
and eventually becoming a 
teacher. 

However, the group was most 
impressed with the fact that 
he had flown to America for a 
ceremony after a piece he com-
posed for a short animated film 
was nominated for an award. 

He certainly was multi-talented 
and was a real hit with the ran-
gitahi, Ms Connors said.

The culmination of the work-
shop was a showcase to their 
family and friends. 

They demonstrated their 
warm up exercises, their un-
derstanding of sheet music and 
then performed three songs 
from Broadway hit musicals: 
When I Grow Up from Mat-
ilda; Let it Go from Frozen and 
Can’t Stop the Beat from Hair-

spray.
The students are also very 

excited to perform these songs 
again in front of a more “im-
partial” audience, as they take 
to the stage next month with 
an adult ensemble to present 
Musical Theatre International 
(MTI)’s All Together Now! 
global event.

All Together Now! is a fun-
draising concert to celebrate 
local theatre. MTI, as right 
holders, have created the revue 
to help theatres recover after all 
the challenges of Covid-19.

On the weekend of November 
12-14, more than 2400 school 
and community theatre groups 
across 44 countries and ter-
ritories will stage All Together 
Now! 

“We often talk about our 
“theatre family,” Ms Connors 
said, “but this feels even more 
special. We are connecting with 
theatre enthusiasts across the 
globe. In today’s environment, 
where we can feel solated and 
alone, it is just wonderful to 
remember that we’re all in this 
together.”
DETAILS: Tickets for the concert 
are on sale now at www.thames-
mad.co.

Thames MAD’s school holiday singing workshop participants performed songs from Broadway hit 
musicals to showcase what they had learned.            Photo: SUPPLIED

Children enjoy singing workshop

“We have a real com-
mitment to foster the love 
of theatre in the next gen-
eration. It is important to 
the long-term sustainabil-

ity of the group.”
- Diane Connors
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Want a great work life balance where you can continue to generate great
returns and still have time for fishing or that golf game? Or maybe you
just want to see the money going into your bank account every week,
even when you are on holiday?

Looking for a Lifestyle change?

Just Cabins Hauraki is now 
available for an astute buyer to 
take advantage of a business 
that has a huge demand that is 
increasing every year.

You will be investing in a turnkey 
business that is already up and 
running and generating a regular 
monthly income.

There is no other business that 
really gives you the opportunity 
to earn regular recurring income 
while maintaining a great lifestyle.

For more information contact

There is no other business that 
really gives you the opportunity 
to earn regular recurring income 
while maintaining a great lifestyle.

100%
LOCALLY 
OWNED &
OPERATED

To find out more about this business, email us at sales@justcabins.co.nz
or check out our website at justcabins.co.nz/franchisee for more details.

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

A former Thames High 
teacher’s social media 

call to clean up New Zealand 
beaches has resulted in hun-
dreds of kilograms of rubbish 
being collected nationwide.

Luke Macfarlane, who grew 
up in Thames and now lives 
in Papamoa, launched the 
national clean-up operation 
with his friend Dan Goodwin 
through their initiative called 
Fulfi lled NZ. 

The online movement fo-
cuses on creating a national 
community initiative to clean 
up beaches, harbours, and lo-
cal environments.

For the past nine weeks, 
supporters have been able to 
show their eff orts on a map 
on their Facebook page, Ful-
fi lled NZ.

So far, they have reported 
cleaning up to 400 kilometres 
of coastline, rivers, harbours, 
bush and other areas, remov-
ing 550kgs of litter.

Luke, an avid fi sherman 
and surfer, was visiting family 
at Waiomu recently when he 
spotted a lot of fi shing mate-
rial washed ashore. 

Luke said there was “quite 
a bit of fi shing material from 
the mussel farms and from 
commercial fi shing boats”.

That spurred him to or-
ganise a group to clear rub-
bish along 9km of coastline 
from Kuranui Bay, just out of 
Thames, to Waiomu. 

By the time they reached 
Ngarimu Bay, they had col-
lected 40kg of fi shing mate-
rial and litter.

Earlier, Luke had cleaned 

Luke cleans up by the kilo

up part of the Kauaeranga 
Valley with help from friend 
and artist Krissy Walton, who 
teaches and creates ceramics 
from The Clay Shed.

Together with family and 
friends, they bagged 20kg of 
waste over a 4km stretch of 
the Kauaeranga Valley, in-
cluding empty alcohol cans 
and drug paraphernalia, he 
said.

He was then tasked with 
some early learning conversa-
tions with his young children, 
nieces, and nephews to ex-
plain what some of the items 
they found were.

Finding evidence of drug 
use was “disappointing to 
see”, he said.

The clean up was a good 
start, he said.

“It was a good eff ort, but 
there is so much more to do,” 

he said, “it barely scratched 
the surface - a lot of rubbish 
is caught in the rocks and we 
didn’t have a sharp enough 
knife that day”.

Fulfi lled NZ is currently 
developing a web-based plat-
form and app to encourage a 
nationwide community ini-
tiative for people to pick up 
any rubbish they come across 
while outdoors. 

The app will also allow 
people to record their eff orts 
and share their experiences 
through photos and com-
ments. 

Eventually, the app will in-
clude leader boards and prize 
packs for diff erent districts 
and communities.
DETAILS: For more informati on 
about the clean-up initi ati ve, go 
to @fulfi llednz on Instagram or 
fi nd Fulfi lled NZ on Facebook.

Drug paraphernalia, 
empty alcohol bo� les 
and cans, and around 
40kg of discarded fi shing 
gear, mussel buoy ropes 
and general rubbish 
are among the items 
a former Thames man 
recently found on a 
clean up endeavour 
in the region. WINTEC 
journalism student KATE 
DURIE fi nds out more.

Maurice Ba� son, le� , and Luke MacFarlane with rubbish collected at Ngarimu Bay.               Photos: SUPPLIED

Krissy Walton next to the rubbish pulled from a 4km stretch of the 
Kauaeranga Valley.



06 THE VALLEY PROFILE, November 03, 2021   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Your feedback 
will help us plan 
for the future!

scan me to fi nd out 
more and how to have 
your say, or
visit  https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-
dc.govt.nz/no-time-to-waste
phone  07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 
(within the district)
email  info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz
post  PO Box 17, Paeroa 3640

Where will this newspaper end up?*
The choice is yours. 
Today’s a good time to think about the waste 
we generate, and where it goes after we’re 
done with it. 

We’re proposing some changes to the way we 
manage and reduce waste, and we want your 
feedback.

 We’ve made a plan for our goals, objectives, 
and how we’ll achieve our vision of 

“Towards zero waste together. 
Hauraki – our home our future”

Have your say by 4pm, 22 November 2021
* you could either pop this paper in your 
compost bin or worm farm (rip it up fi rst), or 
recycle it in kerbside collection or at one of our 
transfer stations.

Big changes could be coming your way… 
• Swapping yellow bags for a landfi ll wheelie bin

• Collecting food waste separately

• More bins for separating your recycling

• More education on ways to be a zero waste 
warrior

• Less contamination of recycling bins

• Providing more houses and businesses in the 
district with a kerbside rubbish and recycling 
collection 

• Supporting the Hauraki Repair and Reuse Centre

• Running a 12 month trial of public recycling bins 
around the district

Which means
It’ll be easier and more convenient for you to 
separate out waste, so more recycling is useable and 
less rubbish goes to landfi ll.  Now that’s good for 
Papatūānuku too.

We’ve considered various options 
for our kerbside collection into 
the future, and we want your 
feedback on which option/s 
you’d prefer.

Local businesses celebrated at gala event
Businesses were celebrated 

at Hauraki-Coromandel’s 
business awards gala event in 
Pauanui last week.

A restricted number of final-
ists under Covid-19 regulations 
were treated to a three-course 
meal and guest speakers dur-
ing the event, which saw Co-
romandel Distilling Company 
take out the top honour (story 
P1).

The ceremony opened with 
comments from Hauraki May-
or Toby Adams and Thames-
Coromandel Deputy Mayor 
Murray McLean, who took a 
friendly jab at Mayor Sandra 
Goudie over her refusal of the 
Pfizer vaccine.

“Let me offer an apology for 
Mayor Sandra. She said to-
night she couldn’t come and 
I’ve been wondering [why] 
but someone whispered today 
she’s off to get a Covid injec-
tion,” he joked.

“But seriously, TCDC is very 
pleased they can support these 
awards, small business ... is the 
basis of our community. The 
contributions businesses make 
in our community is truly tre-
mendous.”

The headline speaker on the 
night was Annah Stretton, one 
of the country’s most successful 
business women and Waikato 
and Coromandel resident, who 
talked about her latest philan-
thropic ventures. This included 
RAW (Reclaim Another Wom-
an), a charity that  helps break 
the cycle of intergenerational 
offending, educational undera-

chievement, persistent poverty 
and violence for a group of dis-
advantaged women.

Coromandel MP Scott Simp-
son closed the awards ceremo-
ny, congratulating the award 
winners who he said demon-
strated “all that is the best in 

enterprise, endeavour and ini-
tiative” in difficult times. 

“Nothing gives me more 
pride as Coromandel Member 
of Parliament about when I 
hear from people in other parts 
of the country who have been 
to our region and tell me about 

some of the wonderful busi-
nesses that they’ve interacted 
with,” he said.

“We haven’t had enough of 
those people visiting us over 
the last year or so.

“It’s been tough, it’s been 
hard, but it’s been I think hope-

fully a character building exer-
cise for businesses and I hope 
that when we come out of the 
dramas that we are currently in, 
we will come out of it stronger, 
better, more nimble and more 
welcoming even of more visi-
tors to our region.”

AWARD WINNERS, left to right from top: Manufacturing & Trade and Supreme awards: Coromandel Distilling Company Ltd; Retail and Emerging business 
awards: Coastal Bins; Community & Not For Profit: Te Whariki Manawahine O Hauraki: Hauraki Women’s Refuge; Hospitality: Gastronomics Restaurant 
& Bar; Tourism: Cathedral Cove Kayaks, with a special commendation for Historical Maritime Park & Museum; Rural & Primary Industries: Splinta’s Fire-
wood; Service to Business: Jo Tilsley; Professional Services: Woof Woof Ranch, and People’s Choice awards: Maddcutzz.    Photos: ANITA PITU FOR SNAP CLICK

By TERESA RAMSEY



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     November 03, 2021, THE VALLEY PROFILE 07

w

����

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

$6,990

2006 Mazda Axela
1.5 Ltr Auto, 
Top Condition 
& Economical

 

2014 Ford Fiesta
Auto Turbo, Immac Condition, 
106km

$13,990
Now Just

2016 Kia Rio
1.4 Auto, One Owner, 

36 kms, Like New

$15,990

2009 Mazda Axela
Auto, 1.5 Ltr, Low kms, 

Smart Car

$11,990
 

2013 Ford Mondeo
Auto, Diesel, Alloys, Etc,
Great Value Buy

$8,990

2013 Ford Mondeo
2.3 Ltr Auto, Good 
Kms, Immaculate 
Condition

$9,990

$13,990

2012 Volvo V5 S/Wag
2.0 Ltr Auto, Low 
Kms, New Shape

$6,990

2005 Holden Barina
5 Spd Manual, 69kms, 

Mint Car

The winner of a leading class at Waitakaruru School.                 Photo: BEV’S CRACKING SHOTS

Brock Stephens and Ben Webster.                Photo: SUPPLIED/NGATEA SCHOOL

Third prize in the lamb ring for this 
Waitakaruru School competitor.

Photo: BEV’S CRACKING SHOTS

Ag day antics
It was a full-on week for calf club competitors and their 
families throughout Hauraki last week. Waitakaruru 
School and Ngatea Primary were two of many to hold 
their annual agriculture days, with goats, lambs and calves 
strutting their stuff in the show ring. MORE PHOTOS: P8

Blake King leads his calf Cuddly.                 Photo: SUPPLIED/NGATEA SCHOOL

Leading around the standard can be tricky.              Photo: BEV’S CRACKING SHOTS
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

ALL VEHICLES REDUCED. MUST GO. ACT NOW!
Call in and discuss a deal. Terms & trade ins.

Every vehicle 

must go
Every vehicle must go

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT BEST $6,500
2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE

2005 TOYOTA EST $5,995
5 door Hatch, 1500cc Auto. All extras, In silver,
Exceptional Condition

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $5,995
158,000kms, 2360cc Auto, All extras, in gold,   $6,995
7 seats, Best Available

1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $2,995
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition   $3,295

2008 NISSAN TILDA 5DR HATCHBACK $7,995
79,000kms, 1500cc Auto, All extras, Original

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $3,495
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $4,260

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $2,995
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $4,260

1999 NISSAN CEFIRO BEST $3,995
2500cc Auto, 124,000kms, All extras $4,495

2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New

1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV $2,745
1500cc Auto, In good tidy condition  $2,975

1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $1,995
4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $2,295

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD,
Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 4DR SEDAN $2,500
1600cc, 5 speed, Up in kms, Very tidy,  $2,850
drives well

2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,200
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,695

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $2,995
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags,  $3,595
S/wagon, Electrics, VALUE

1996 MITSUBISHI RVR $2,995
Tow Bar, Power Steering, VALUE  $3,500

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,200
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,500

2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $2,995
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $3,400

2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,500
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,795

2008 HOLDEN VIVA BEST AVAILABLE VALUE $6,995
5 Door Hatch, 1800cc Auto, All extras, 115,000kms, One 
local lady owner. You won’t believe the condition through-
out. In Metallic Orange

2007 HOLDEN COMMODORE OMEGA  $6,995
3564cc V6 Auto, 173,500kms, Every extra,  $7,995
Most original, Best available, VALUE PLUS
 
1999 HOLDEN VECTRA $1,995
2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF, $2,250
Original condition

1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCLAIM $3,695
3.8L Auto $4,500

1997 FORD FOCUS S/W VALUE $5,225
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras,  $5,995
Met Blue

1990 FORD LASER GL $2,695
5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000kms $2,995

1997 FORD LASER A CLASSIC DREAM
2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate unbeliev-
able condition. Same owner for 19 years

1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
Has wiring problems, 
suit auto electrician REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls, 
WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
12001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE 
5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $3,995
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $4,695
143,000kms, Good Value

2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL 2000 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE 
DINGO

$3,995$4,500

2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan, 
182,000kms, all extras 5 Door S/wagon, 

towbar, CD, mags

$2,650$2,995

Lily Hammond with lamb Buddy and Sean Stephens with lamb Fluffy in the ring.            Photos: SUPPLIED/NGATEA SCHOOL

Levi Dowty leads his calf Tank around the ring. Ruby Flexman and her lamb Blaze.

Cousins Harriot Hitchcock and Zoe Williams with their Molly and Snowball.

Chloe Sargent gives her calf ELlie some love.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Hauraki Plains Motors has you covered.
If we haven’t got what you are looking for we will try and get it.

Besides farming equipment we have…
• BBQ’s • Garden equipment • Push bikes, tyres & accessories • Fishing gear & bait

• Honda outboards • Trailers • A wide range of hand tools & home hardware • Tyres • WoF tes� ng  
• Vehicle & boat servicing • Farm equipment repairs… and more 

RuralRural LifeLife
Soft plastics destined for fence posts on farm
The soft plastics Paeroa resi-

dents can now drop into 
Countdown will go on to be-
come recycled fence posts to be 
used on farms and vineyards.

The supermarket has part-
nered with Paeroa rural busi-
ness AgriSea for its Soft Plas-
tics Recycling Scheme.

It will involve AgriSea, a 
business that supplies prod-
ucts made from New Zealand 
seaweed to the dairy, horticul-
ture, apiculture and viticulture 
industries, collecting the soft 
plastics and transporting them 
to Future Post, a company that 
turns domestic and commer-
cial plastic waste into fencing 
products.

“I contacted [scheme manag-
er] Lyn [Mayes], to understand 
the opportunity for recycling, 
which then led me to sort and 
collect our own families’ soft 
plastics, and the amount of 
plastic waste was quite a sur-
prise,” AgriSea managing di-
rector Tane Bradley said. 

“By separating soft plastics 
into another box, it reduced 
my council bin waste by a large 
amount.”

Countdown Paeroa store 
manager Alice Davidson 
“jumped at the offer” to see the 
return of the soft plastics bin.

“We are really excited to 
be bringing [the scheme] to 

Paeroa and giving our custom-
ers a way to recycle packaging 
that might otherwise end up in 
landfill,” she said.

“I know locals will be really 
pleased to see the return of the 
bin in our store and it’s great 
to be able to work with a local 
company like Agrisea to help 
us do that.”

This latest expansion will 
mean there will be more than 
165 locations offering a drop-
off service for soft plastic bags 
and wrappers throughout the 
country, although collections 
were currently on hold in 
Auckland until alert level 3 re-
strictions eased, she said.

Future Post was founded 
by Jerome Wenzlick, who at-
tempted to build a fence on an 
old rubbish dump site. 

He found his wooden fence 
posts were breaking as he tried 
ramming them through all the 
waste plastic in the ground, 
and had the revelation that if 
he could build a stronger fen-
cepost from waste plastic, he’d 
also help solve a bigger envi-
ronmental problem.

Mr Bradley acknowledged 
creating better recycling hab-
its was a “journey of constant 
improvement” - from reducing 
single plastic use, to finding al-
ternatives such as bioplastics, 
made from natural renewable 

AgriSea managing director Tane Bradley and Countdown Paeroa store manager Alice Davidson have teamed up to 
bring soft plastic recycling back to the town.                   Photo: SUPPLIED

sources. 
“However plastic is currently 

part of our lives – and the abil-
ity to turn this into something 
useful is a great thing,” he said.

“We are 100 per cent behind 
this programme and look for-
ward to supporting our com-
munity.”
DETAILS: The Soft Plastic Re-

cycling Scheme is a voluntary 
product stewardship scheme 
operated by The Packaging 
Forum. 

Soft Plastics Recycling has 
been operating since 2015 and 
is 100 per cent funded by its 
industry members to capture 
soft plastic packaging for recy-
cling into new products. 

Anything made of soft plas-
tic which can be scrunched 
into a ball, such as bread 
bags, toilet paper packaging 
and squeeze pouches, will 
be accepted – but it must be 
clean, empty and dry. 

More info can be found on-
line at: www.packagingforum.
org.nz.
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

Paeroa Offers Over $530,000

• 2 bedrooms, good sized lounge with heat pump
• 728m2 (more or less) section, views, location
• Vendor will consider all offers on 4 November 21

RG1930 1212

108 Pipiroa Road Offers Over $580,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 double bedrooms, New stove, Great storage
• Heat pump, Insulation underneath
• 3 single garages, 809m2 fenced section

RN1397 1313

Our team approach is a proven formula for over 60 years.  
We are unique, a team of six agents working for you, not just one!

Now is a great time to see what your home is worth. 
Get in touch to discuss your options,  

and let us take the pressure off you in these crazy times. 

19/508 Seaforth Rd, Waihi Beach Auction 21 November | 12pm | On-site (unless sold prior)

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11-12PM

Large home in gated area, views of the ocean & harbour. Lower level with garage, room for your boat, lounge/
kitchenette, bdrms, bathroom and laundry, great for family. Lift to upper level, open plan living, 2 bdrms,
ensuite and bathroom.

RRP221 - KEVIN FATHERS 027 279 9800 2234

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under REAA 2008 Helping grow the country

pggwre.co.nz/MOR34912

FINAL NOTICE

TURUA 981 Hauraki Road

Dream Country Lifestyle

Desirable 2.89ha property with sunny, private low
maintenance home. Open plan living/dining/
kitchen with a wet back log burner. Alfresco patio
area and deck overlook the attractive landscaped
gardens and orchard. Extra space for family, friends,
or guests with the double garage/man cave plus
self-contained sleep out. Three paddocks and large
secure implement shed/barn, loading ramp, pens,
and garden sheds. Potential to add value with
plenty of room to expand the house, decking, and
garaging if required.

4 2 2

AUCTION (Unless Sold Prior)
1.00pm, Friday 12 November
On Site: 981 Hauraki Road, Turua

VIEW
12.00-1.00pm, Saturday 6 November

E johan.vandeput@pggwrightson.co.nz
M 021 964 070
Johan Van de Put

E emma.muir@pggwrightson.co.nz
M 027 210 1803
Emma Muir

R UR AL | LIFESTYLE | RES I DENTI AL

Lockdown uncertainty could impact on 
the sale of Thames’ historic cinema, 

which goes under the hammer later this 
month. 

With border restrictions still in place 
around the Auckland and Waikato re-
gions, it made it more difficult to de-
duce how many people would attend the 
auction of The Embassy Cinema along 
Thames’ main street, Harcourts sales 
consultant Matt Bowie said.

The iconic cinema will be auctioned off 
on site on November 18. 

“It is quite a big building, and it prob-
ably needs a good operator or somebody 
who is interested in a mixed-use [facil-
ity], so either going down a restaurant or 
cafe route, or a night venue with events 
and live music and comedy,” he said. “It 
could also be a nightclub, which would be 
really good for the area, especially if they 
could do it in conjunction with a late-
night bus that could take people home.” 

The historic cinema on Pollen St was 
established in 1913, and was developed 
from a single-screen cinema to a multi-
plex in 1998. The business had been run 
by Michelle and Dave Ritchie for two 

decades, but in March of this year, the 
curtain closed on the pair’s projectionist 
careers. The cinema had become a casu-
alty of the Covid-19 pandemic, and there 
just weren’t enough “bums on seats” to 
make the theatre viable anymore, they 
earlier told The Profile.

Mr Bowie acknowledged the history 
of the building, and said there was “still 
hope” for it to remain as a cinema com-
plex. “I’ve called all the boutique cinemas 
in the top half of the North Island, so I 
am doing a lot of work trying to keep it 
as a cinema, or at least an event space,” 
he said. 

“If there is any interest in terms of in-
vestment or partial investment, I could 
put people in touch with others in order 
to create a bit of a syndicate.” 

However, with a commercial zoning, 
the property also had potential to be-
come a hospitality venue, while creating 
future CBD apartments could also factor 
into decision-making. 

The property has a significant freehold 
land area of around 658m2, and a floor 
area of around 635m2. Some strength-
ening work has been undertaken, but 
further “TLC” will be required to get the 
building back to its former glory.

By KELLEY TANTAU

Cinema to go under the hammer
Photo: SUPPLIED/HARCOURTS
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The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Te Puru, 473 Thames Coast Road 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/473-thames-coast-road-te-puru

Phone for a Private Viewing

1 1 1 -

Asking Price $290,000

Thames, 15 Puriri Valley Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/15-puriri-valley-road-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 1 2

Price By Negotiation

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Paying it forward
Team Trinity are committed to providing exceptional real estate services.
Whether it’s helping a Buyer or a Seller, our commitment remains the same
– to provide service that exceeds our client’s expectations.

We are also committed to our community and helping those in need. 

If you work with us to sell your home, we will
donate $1000.00 of our commission to a charity 
or non-profit organisation of your choice
(including Sports club, education, support services and others) in your name!  And there is 
absolutely no cost to you! So if you would like to show your support for your community
the process is easy, we list your property, we sell your property and then we donate
$1000.00 to your chosen charity or non-profit organisation at no cost to you*.

Contact one of the team to discuss. *T & C’S apply. 

Long-serving Creative Fibre 
members honoured
Two retiring Thames Creative 
Fibre members were honoured 
for their long service recently.  

Secretary Lyn Barbour said 
incoming treasurer Kath Ma-
son and committee member 
Gail Grieve recently presented 
bouquets of fl owers to retir-
ing and long serving president 
Dana Catley and treasurer 
Avril Blake for their long serv-
ing committment to the 
Thames Creative Fibre group.  

“These women have done 
a stirling job with running 
spinning, weaving, felting and 
knitting in Thames for many 

years,” she said.
The Thames Creative Fibre 

group meets from 9.30am till 
2pm on the fi rst Monday of the 
month at Parawai Church of 
Christ Church for an activities 
day, which includes practical 
felting, spinning and other ac-
tivities.

The group also meets on the 
fourth Monday of month for 
group day at St James Union 
Parish Church, cnr Pollen and 
Pahau Streets, Thames, from 
9.30 till 2pm.

Both days bring a lunch, 
morning tea supplied, cost $3.

Thames Crea� ve Fibre members, from le� : Gail Grieve, Dana Catley, 
Avril Blake and Kathy Mason.        Photo: SUPPLIED

Seaplane delivers mail to Kōpū

As part of a Valley Profi le series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

1920
A seaplane arrived at Kōpū 

from Auckland on an unof-
fi cial visit to spy out the land 
and water for suitable landing 
places for the fi rst aerial mail 
service to Thames. 

There was some indignation 
that the postal authorities had 
kept the matter quiet and many 
did not see the plane arrive. 

Word had passed by the ‘bush 
telegraph’ that the plane was 
due about twelve and little knots 
of people gathered on the water-
front. About 12.10 the sea plane 
was visible fl ying fairly high, 
and was in plain view about 10 
minutes, when it dropped eas-
ily down into the Waihōu, run-
ning up to the wharf at Kōpū, 
the average speed of 60 miles 
per hour being maintained for 
the journey. The pilot said the 
machine was a 120 hp 2-fl oat 
seaplane of American type.
The trip down had been very 
pleasant, and there were no dif-
fi culties in the way of a regular 
seaplane service between Auck-
land and Thames. The fl ight be-
tween Auckland and Kōpū took 

Airmail in Thames.                                   Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

50 minutes.  It was intended to 
run a regular seaplane service 
between Thames and Auckland 
for mail and passengers. The 
pilot was met by the Mayor, the 
secretary of the Harbour Board, 
and board members and was 
taken to Burke St wharf, and 
later to Tararu with the object of 
fi nding a suitable site for a per-
manent landing stage.

Around 500 settlers and resi-
dents of the Hauraki Plains pe-
titioned the government to re-
serve an area of about 43 acres, 
known as the Kerepēhi race-
course, for the newly formed 
Hauraki Plains A and P Associa-
tion. 

Kerepēhi, the venue of the 
show ground, was situated at 
the junction of the Awaiti Canal 
and Piako River. The growing 
township was on undulating 
land, and on the highest point 
for a radius of seven miles. 

Kerepēhi was the port of the 
river steamers and cargo was 
carried from there to the upper 
reaches of the Piako by launches 
and punts. The committee in-

tended to hold a show early in 
1921.

Hikutaia, a wayside country 
happy-go-lucky village, had 
been settled even before Paeroa, 
but was in much the same posi-
tion it had been 40 years previ-
ously, except it could now boast 
an up-to-date stock sale yard 
and a cheese factory.

Hikutaia possessed the cream 
of the dairying land of the 
Thames Valley but no attempt 
had ever been made to create 
a township, despite its central 
situation and fl ourishing sur-
roundings. 

Its outskirts had improved in 
population by farm settlement, 
but local settlers appeared to 
think that a half dozen small 
business premises was quite 
enough. However, Hikutaia was 
one of those small centres that 
clearly demonstrated the im-
portance of a well-conducted 
licensed house. 

It was an acknowledged fact 
that it was Mrs Corbett’s Pioneer 
Hotel that kept Hikutaia from 
sinking into oblivion.
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Butcher, 4  Stony-broke, 9  Warrant, 13  Lard, 14  United, 15  Defeat, 16  Prowess, 
19  Assembling, 20  Initiate, 21  Doily, 24  Camera, 25  Scorch, 27  Manifesto, 32  Overturn, 
33  Delude, 34  Sporran, 38  Blissful, 39  Amazon, 40  Open, 41  Snags, 42  Rigid, 45  A shot in the 
dark, 52  Asset, 55  Scope, 56  Best, 57  Strata, 58  Adapting, 61  Smelter, 62  Hordes, 63  Unwieldy, 
66  Dramatist, 68  Fields, 69  Assign, 73  Messy, 74  Flagging, 76  Songwriter, 81  Ice rink, 82  Casino, 
83  Evened, 84  Bred, 85  Undergo, 86  Gargantuan, 87  Swindle. 

DOWN: 1  Balsa, 2  Tiresome, 3  Rankle, 4  Satan, 5  Odds, 6  Yiddish, 7  Raffia, 8  Khaki, 10  Acre, 
11  Rowboat, 12  Nestle, 17  Improvised, 18  Strip, 22  Transmit, 23  Peeps, 24  Crowbar, 26  Clue, 
28  Android, 29  Trauma, 30  Plinth, 31  Haggle, 33  Dozen, 35  Rings, 36  King, 37  Near, 43  Income, 
44  Impel, 46  Seep, 47  Options, 48  Inside, 49  Turns, 50  Enthused, 51  Kidney, 52  Aspidistra, 
53  Slip, 54  Tighten, 59  Terms, 60  Owed, 64  Stile, 65  Littered, 67  Reserve, 68  Foghorn, 
70  Beacon, 71  Timing, 72  Egress, 75  Guava, 77  Ocean, 78  Ridge, 79  Snug, 80  Menu.
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ACROSS
1. Decorative (5)
4. Make fit after illness 
or imprisonment (14)
11. Thoughts (5)
14. Bid (5)
15. Meaningless (11)
16. Suffocating (8)
19. Skull (7)
20. Catalogue (5)
21. Reproduce (9)
24. Dusk (9)
26. Prolong (6)
27. Danger (6)
31. Quietens (5)
32. Mind-affecting drug 
(8)
34. Chief rabble-rouse, 
mutineer (10)
38. Passed out (7)
39. Reflect (6)
40. Shouted (6)
41. Complaint (colloq)(4)
42. Predicament (7)
45. Done with ease (10)
50. Percussionist (7)
54. Imminent (4)
55. Plan (6)
56. Against (6)
57. European country (7)
60. Science and
technology of metals
(10)
61. Trick into an
unpleasant task (8)
62. Wet (5)
65. Compassionate (6)
66. Technique (6)
67. Kitchen implement
(9)

72. Fatigue (9)
73. Wash out (5)
74. Surgeon’s blade (7)
79. Biblical musical
drama performed by 
choir and orchestra (8)
80. Up a tramline
(anag) (11)
81. Deadly (5)
82. Autographs (5)
83. Give one’s all
(colloq) (2,3,3,6)
84. Serpent (5)

DOWN
2. Have sufficient
money for (6)
3. Dirt-free (5)
5. Greek god of love (4)
6. Military storehouse (7)
7. Requiring help (2,4)
8. Part of eye (4)
9. Cheerful readiness (8)
10. Talk much about
little (6)
11. Smitten (10)
12. Heinous (4)
13. Espied (7)
17. Japanese dish (5)
18. Hints, traces (10)
22. Animal organs used
as food (5)
23. Nightmare (3,5)
25. Huge (7)
26. Extracted passage
(7)
28. Hunting expedition
(6)
29. Home sound
system (6)

30. Concurred (6)
33. Rock face (5)
35. Make mention (5)
36. Side (4)
37. Cow shelter (4)
42. Hard-wearing fabric 
(5)
43. Surgical tie (8)
44. Gather (6)
45. Non-deciduous
trees (10)
46. Bend (4)
47. Swotted up (7)
48. Grubs (6)
49. Smarted (5)
51. Coral bank (4)
52. Captain of industry
(7)
53. Of a horse (6)
58. Defamatory (10)
59. Thorns (5)
63. Ski resort in British 
Columbia, Canada (8)
64. Be equal to (5)
65. Inquisitive (7)
68. Of the stomach (7)
69. Poking one’s nose
in (6)
70. Forsaken (6)
71. Comment (6)
75. Memorise (5)
76. Band of people (4)
77. Unit of length (4)
78. Aniseed-flavoured
spirit (4)

8 3 6
9 6 8

8 5 1 7 9
6 3 5 9

8 2 9 1
9 7 6 4

9 1 6 2 4
4 7 3

1 3 8

7 5 9 8 2 4 1 3 6
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

• Mobility Scooters 
• Wheelchairs 
• Walkers 
• Electric Lift Chairs

We do our best to source other products on request

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) • Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 • E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE

The Valley Profi le publishes an 
arts page every 2nd month. If 

you are interested in supporting 
this page, please contact Nikki 
for more information. There are 

limited spaces available.

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

The Valley Profi le publishes an 

JOIN OUR 
ARTS PAGE
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2019  Toyota Corolla, GX, Hatch, Auto, Alloys, NZ New $25,990
2018  Toyota Hiace, 12 Seater Minibus   $49,990
2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, Leather, Alloys $49,990
2018  Subaru XV, Prem, AWD, T/bar, Top spec model $34,990
2018  Toyota Yaris, Sig Class, Auto    $19,990
2017 Toyota Landcruiser, 200 Series, Bullbar, T/Bar $99,990
2016  Toyota Hilux, SR5 Ltd, 4WD, D/cab, Man $42,990
2016 Hyundai Tucson Elite, AWD, Diesel    $34,990
2016 Toyota Hilux S/Cab, 2WD, 2.8 T/Diesel $29,990
2016  Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys  $18,990
2013  Nissan Juke, Alloys, Auto, Red   $12,990

2019 Toyota Corolla GX, Hatch    $25,990

2018 Toyota RAV4 GX SUV 2.5P AWD   $28,990

2018  Toyota Yaris GX, Sig Class    $19,990

2018  Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 ltr, Auto $19,990

2017  Toyota Hilux SR EC 2.8TD 4WD 6M   $45,990

2017  Toyota Corolla GLX , Auto, Alloys, Sedan $21,790

2012 Toyota Rac� s 1.3P CVT Hatch    $11,990

2011 Toyota Hilux 2.7P 2WD SC 5M    $21,990

2006  Toyota Allion, 2.0L Auto sedan    $7,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance -         Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance -          Kent Ravenhill  027 878 0642

2018 Toyota Highlander GXL  
AWD, 3.5P 

2017 Toyota Corolla
GLX, 
Hatch, 
Auto, 
Alloys 

$49,990$21,990

*Introductory MRP applies to Sportage LX 2.0L Petrol. Offer expires 31 December 2021. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 100,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional.  
Terms and conditions apply, see your Kia dealer for details.

5 YEAR Warranty
Programme

(OR UP TO 100,000 KMS)

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

Features include:

僅 2.0L Petrol Engine

僅 6-speed Automatic

僅 Front Wheel Drive

僅  17” Alloy Wheels with Full Size  

Alloy Spare

僅 Electronic Park Brake

僅  Forward Collision Avoidance Assist –  

Car, Pedestrian, Cyclist & Junction

僅 Blind Spot Collision Avoidance Assist

僅  Rear Cross Traf쏾c Collision  

Avoidance Assist

僅 Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist

僅 Rear Seat Occupant Alert

僅 Multi-Collision Braking

僅 Trailer Stability Assist

僅 Smart Cruise Control with Stop & Go

僅 Front & Rear Parking Sensors

僅  LED Front Headlights & Daytime  

Running Lights

僅 8.0” Colour Touchscreen Infotainment

僅  4.2” TFT LCD Colour Multifunction Display

僅 Wireless Apple CarPlayTM & Android AutoTM

僅 Cloth Interior Seats

僅 Roof Rails

kia.co.nz

+ORC incl. GST*

INTRODUCTORY MRP

$34,990

All-new Kia Sportage
LX 2.0L Petrol

THAMES VALLEY KIA  321 Pollen Street, Thames   Ph 07 868 8951
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CALL THE EXPERTS

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Phone 07 867 5547 
or 027 323 7616

wiggins.service@xtra.co.nz

Professional Professional 
Air ConditioningAir Conditioning

Heat Pump  Heat Pump  
InstallationInstallation

Preferred Panasonic installerPreferred Panasonic installer

New Home Builds WelcomeNew Home Builds Welcome
Top Quality WorkTop Quality Work

HOME VENTILATION

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

HIRE CENTRE

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 ELECTRICIAN

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

�Floor 
WSolutions 
0 0 □ 

CARPET VINYL WOOD MOBILE 

Dee & Pippa 
Phone: 027 747 7000 

pippa@floorsolutions.co.nz 

www.floorsolutions.co.nz 
JfJe COIKR- lo<.J'OIA. 

""Dee and Pippa are an awesome duo. They know what they are doing, honest, 
reliable and very professional. Highly recommend. " Paku Lodge 

FLOORING

CLASSIFIEDS

Wanted

Situations Vacant Public NoticeDeath Notice

For Sale

Font  ::  Times (modified)

C  100
M  25
Y   0
K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Thank You..
To those businesses who continue to support YOUR only 
truly local paper, without our advertisers, we would not 
be able to give you YOUR local news. To the readers who 
continually tell us they read “from front to back”,
please continue to support these businesses and let them 
know next time you visit them...

        “I saw your ad in ...                                                         

Motorcycles, 4 wheelers & side 
x sides. Going or not. Phone 
027 216 6867. A1 Motorcycles

Cub tractor mid mounted blade 
& levelling bar, mower & parts. 
Fire trailer, pump, hoses, 
suction etc. Roof rack, fi ts 
lge van. Adjustable roof rails. 
Bottle collection and more. For 
more infomation ph Thames 
866 8009.

McCorkindale, Diane:
Passed away on 
October 23rd.
Loved friend of Trevor and 
Rosemary Smith, Jamie and 
Bonnie Smith and good friend 
of Christine Auger. Best friend 
of Caroll and Richard.

Last month’s winner of  
Thames Autos car valet worth 
$150  was Barbara Rothschild 

(from Jennie McKay who found 
Pete in the October 13 edition 

in the O’Hagan 
Vision Care advert). 

Go to page 2 for 
details on how to 

enter.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Applications are now open for  
22002222  

COACHES and MANAGERS 
for the following Sporting Codes: 

Touch, Cricket, 
Rugby, Football, Hockey 

Basketball & Netball 
 

Please contact:  
sport@haurakiplains.school.nz  

for an application form. 
Applications close 30th November 2021  

KITCHEN HAND
We are looking for 
someone to join our 
fun loving team in 
Thames.
No experience 
necessary but must 
be able to work nights 
and weekends.
Phone 868 6008 or 
027 697 9003 for 
more information.
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OVER 3,000 ITEMS IN STORE!!MODELS FOR SALE

Quality Diecast Models Rare & Vintage Toys

Open every day 
in November   

9am - 4pm

Over 3,500 
items in store 

& online!!

1/18 Holden EH Ute   
$299.50

57 Orongo Road 
RD 4 Thames 3574                        
Ph: (07) 867 5340 

email:info@modelbarn.co.nz  
www.modelbarn.co.nz

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

• SEPTIC TANK 
DRAIN & GREASE TRAP 

CLEANING
• SUCTION TRUCK 

 TRUCK & HIAB 
• GENERAL CARRYING

DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST KOPU
PHONE/FAX: (07) 868 3034

AHS: (07) 868 3116 - 0274 927 148

P.O. BOX 768, THAMES 3540

For an appointment with 
Ann - Ph 029 277 1964

Late night
Tuesday and Saturday 

by appointment
39 Orchard West Rd 

Ngatea
 Ph 07 8677 990

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

NO POLICE PROBE
An honest administra� ve oversight 
on the part of our campaign team ap-
pears to have given the Deputy Mayor 
licence to use this newspaper to cast 
aspersions on a respected Iwi leader.

The return in ques� on has been 
fi led. There is no Police probe. Out-
standing however is an apology to Jo-
sie, from both himself and the news-
paper, for sensa� onalised repor� ng, 
unconscious bias and ques� onable 
mo� ves to name-and-shame, as if 
on the off ensive for the 2022 council 
elec� ons.

Cr Milner might have put similar ef-
forts into suppor� ng a Māori ward for 
the Hauraki District, enabling commu-
nity leaders like Josie to take a much-
needed perspec� ve to Council’s table 
and, along the way, permi�  ng himself 
the opportunity to acknowledge and 
address his own biases.

The week the October 13 ar� cle ap-
peared, FAR BIGGER NEWS was the 
landmark decision of three Independ-
ent Commissioners rejec� ng the pro-
posal by Waste Management to dump 
paru on Ngā�  Hako’s tribal maunga, Te 
Rae-o-Te-Papa. Josie, a leader of the 
Iwi and successful submi� er, when 
interviewed that week by na� onal 
media was elated with the outcome, 
while the Hauraki District Council 
were suppor� ve (with the possible ex-
cep� on of Cr Milner).

Sadly, his mean-spirited innuendos 
were foremost to this newspaper; 
Josie’s credibility in this community 
given not a second thought. So to end 
at the beginning: No Police Probe. No 
inves� ga� on. But we do smell a rat.

- Phyllis Heemi, Paeroa
Josie-Anderson-for-Mayor 2019 

Campaign Team

EDITOR’S RESPONSE
At the � me of prin� ng, the return in 

ques� on had not been fi led. The date 
on Josie Anderson’s Return of Elec-
toral Dona� ons and Expenses form 
is dated October 13, 2021, two days 
a� er our print deadline of October 11 
for that week’s Valley Profi le.

At that � me, there was an open 
Police inves� ga� on, confi rmed to the 
Valley Profi le by Police, which is why 
we reported it as any reputable me-
dia organisa� on with experienced and 
qualifi ed journalists would.

There was no “sensa� onalised re-
por� ng”, just basic journalism cover-
ing a standard public council mee� ng, 
which is legally permi� ed and in the 
public’s interest.

There was no “unconscious bias” or 
“ques� onable mo� ves to name-and-
shame”, the story would have been 
wri� en about any person standing 
for a public-elected posi� on who had 
failed to fi le elec� on dona� ons and 
expenses nearly two years a� er the 
legally required 55-day repor� ng peri-
od had passed. The Valley Profi le pub-
lished a fair, accurate and balanced re-
port, including comment from council 
staff  and Deputy Mayor Paul Milner 
both at the public council mee� ng as 
we are legally permi� ed to do, and 
a� er the mee� ng to clarify facts and 
get more informa� on. We also gained 
comment from Josie Anderson a� er 
the mee� ng.

Council did not name the candidate 
in the mee� ng, but on their website it 
showed Josie Anderson was the only 
candidate who had not fi led a report. 
This was later confi rmed as correct by 
Josie Anderson during an interview 
with her about the issue.

A� er learning the report had been 
fi led a� er publica� on of the story, the 
Valley Profi le wanted to write a follow 
up story to say it had been fi led, but 
Josie Anderson did not reply to a re-
quest for an interview.

News of the Tirohia landfi ll decision 
was released a� er the Valley Profi le
was printed that week, so we pub-
lished a story about that for the fol-
lowing week’s paper with one of our 
fi le photos taken as the only media 
organisa� on who a� ended the Ngā�  
Hako protest outside council’s Paeroa 
offi  ces during the hearing.

It would be advisable for anyone 
wan� ng to stand for a publicly-elect-
ed posi� on to familiarise themselves 
with media law and basic journalism 
prac� ce.

- Teresa Ramsey, editor

DEPUTY MAYOR’S RESPONSE
The September 29 council mee� ng 
report to consider the appointment 
of electoral offi  cer was tabled. The 
Deputy Mayor, Cr Paul Milner, asked if 
the electoral offi  cer followed process 
required under the Local Government 
Act 2002, in regards to ‘receiving re-
turns of electoral dona� ons and ex-
penses’ and ‘inves� ga� ng possible of-
fences and repor� ng alleged off ences 
to police’. The electoral offi  cer report-
ed having done all that was required 
under the Act.

No reference to any candidate was 
made by name by Cr Milner.

As part of the appointment process 
with using an electoral provider for 
the fi rst � me, Cr Milner also asked if 
Council can expect an improved level 
of service for repor� ng of the number 
of votes cast and � melines of that re-
por� ng. The answer was again posi-
� ve that all issues have been resolved 
and a higher level of service can be 
expected. 

In regard to the recent landfi ll deci-
sion, Cr Milner was present during the 
hearing process and fully supports the 
outcome which protects the cultural 
values of this signifi cant site.

- Paul Milner, Deputy Mayor

LETTERS Send your lett ers to the editor to editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz or PO Box 550 Thames, 
3540. Lett ers must include your full name and address, be 250 words or less and may 

be edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discreti on.

Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

Valley thinks pink

Kathy Rawiri, left, and Judi 
Nicholas man the Pink Ribbon 
collection station at Goldfi elds 
Mall in Thames on Friday, one 
of many collections throughout 
the region for Breast Cancer 
Foundation NZ’s annual ap-
peal.

Collectors raised funds for the 
Pink Ribbon Street Appeal on 
October 29-30 as part of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. 

This will be followed by Zon-
ta’s annual Pink Walk fundrais-
er on November 17.

Extended Covid-19 restric-
tions around the country have 
forced the cancellation of ma-
jor Breast Cancer Foundation 
fundraisers this year, with the 
charity expecting to lose more 
than $500,000 in income as a 
result.

Breast Cancer Foundation NZ 
chief executive Ah-Leen Rayner 

said as the charitable trust re-
ceived no government funding, 
it relied entirely on the goodwill 
of New Zealanders to keep its 
life-saving work going. 

“Every dollar we’ve lost to 
Covid is money we can’t spend 
on supporting patients in their 
time of need, cutting-edge re-
search, and education pro-
grammes to stop deaths from 
breast cancer,” she said.  

Breast cancer is the leading 
cause of death for Kiwi wom-
en under 65, and every year 
around 310 women are diag-
nosed with it in the Waikato 
District Health Board area.
DETAILS: Zonta’s Pink Walk, No-
vember, 17, 5:30pm at Thames 
Wharf and walk to Kuranui Bay 
for a barbecue. Entry: donati on/
koha for the New Zealand Breast 
Cancer Foundati on.  Wear pink to 
go in the draw for spot prizes.
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Saturday 6th November, Boyd Park, Te Aroha - 2.00pm Kick Off

General Admission. Tickets are $5.00 CASH ONLY, no eftpos. 
Free for children under the age of 18. 

Pre-Sale Tickets can be collected from the TVRFU Offi ce (140A Normanby Road, Paeroa). 
Let’s get in and support the THAMES VALLEY SWAMPFOXES for what might be 

their last HOME game for the 2021 Season!

Round 8 of the 2021 Bunnings Warehouse 
Heartland Championship Competition. 

Thames Valley Swampfoxes 
vs vs 

WhanganuiWhanganui

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors, 

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565  Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

The Swamp Foxes have now 
recorded seven straight wins 

in the Bunnings Warehouse 
Heartland Championship and 
with one round still to be played 
Thames Valley and South Can-
terbury have been confirmed as 
the Mead’s Cup finalists.

Following their 50 -15 victory 
over King Country at Te Aroha 
last Saturday, the Swampfoxes 
are eight points ahead of third 
placed Whanganui (who they 
meet at Te Aroha this week) and 
therefore cannot be overtaken. 
South Canterbury remain two 
points ahead of the Valley and 
are expected to host the final 

unless there is a major upset in 
their game against eighth placed 
West Coast.

Although the Thames Val-
ley forwards played very well 
against King Country, the backs 
were not up to their usual stand-
ard. 

They did have some good 
moments on attack but over-
all, there were too many misdi-
rected passes considering the 
wealth of possession provided 
by the forwards. Once again Te 
Huia Kutia was named player 
of the day, showing up with his 
defensive work and strong runs 
with the ball in hand. A feature 
of this game was the operation 
of the lineouts, which was a big 

improvement on recent games.
Todd Doolin scored his fifth 

try of the season and with his ac-
curate goal kicking, he has now 
passed the century mark for 
Thames Valley with 102 points 
from only six games.

Because of Covid-19, and the 
lock down in central King Coun-
try, the visitors were not able to 
field their strongest team. 

However, the players who 
were available deserve credit for 
fronting up. At times they had 
the better of the Swampfoxes 
but they did fade in the final 
quarter.

Doolin opened the scoring 
with two penalty goals, then 
he missed converting a try by 

Will Newbold only to convert a 
try of his own to give Valley 18 
points at half time. King Coun-
try had responded with a try to 
half back, Nat Smith. John Ika 
converted the try and shortly 
afterwards kicked a penalty goal 
enabling King Country to go 
into the break only eight points 
behind.

Doolin opened the scoring in 
the second half with two more 
penalty goals before Neels went 
over by the posts and Doolin 
added the extra two points.

From a quick tap penalty, 
Tapili scored out wide for King 
Country and Joe Cook showed 
his speed by racing up and charg-
ing down the attempted conver-

sion. Score 31 -15. Thames Val-
ley were awarded an automatic 
seven points for a penalty try 
when Cooke just failed to place 
the ball because of a high tackle. 
Sione Vakapuna Etoni and Josh 
Kaho finished off the try scoring 
with Todd Doolin converting 
Etoni’s try. Final Score: Thames 
Valley 50 King Country 15.

Next Saturday’s game at Te 
Aroha will be full of interest as 
Thames Valley and Whanganui 
have had some hard fought bat-
tles in recent years. 

Top six teams: South Canter-
bury, 35 points; Thames Valley , 
33; Whanganui, 25; Horowhen-
ua-Kapiti, 23; North Otago, 20; 
Mid Canterbury, 20.-

Swampfoxes secure place in grand final
HEARTLAND RUGBY

SPORTS

Thames Valley wore charity jerseys in Saturday’s match against King Country, raising more than $28,000 so far for Goldfields School in its annual charity match.       Photo: JAKOB ANDREW










