
www.theplanteryshop.co.nz

‘Huge range of pots & 
planters!!! Great 

Christmas gifts too!!!

The Depot, 715 Pollen St, 
Thames. Behind Café Melbourne
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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us 
today 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash 
directly into landfi ll … that makes me see red! 

Well, it’s a no brainer … make the Smartest move, 
call the experts today, we know how to 

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Support local this Christmas, Pages 10-14
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Bronze plaques stolen from graves
Scrap metal dealers across 

the country have been asked 
to keep an eye out for anybody 
bringing in bronze plaques, 
after more than a dozen were 
stolen from service people’s 
graves recently.

Chris Fraser, owner of 
Bronze Plaques NZ in Thames, 
told The Profi le the plates 
marking the graves of returned 
service people had been stolen 
from the Waihī Cemetery on 
two occasions last month. 

Eight plaques were stolen on 
October 7, and a further eight 
on October 19.

The thefts have been 
reported to police, while scrap 
metal dealers nationwide have 
also been alerted, he said.

One of the dealers told of 
the theft was Vern Harding, at 
Scrappy Vern’s in Paeroa. He’s 
been in the trade for 18 years 
and has seen some unusual 
items come through his doors.

“When I fi rst started, the 
police rang me up, because 
there was a bronze statue in 
the main street of Waihī, and 
someone had cut the arm off ,” 
he told The Profi le.

“So they wanted to know if I 
had an arm come in.” 

At one stage, he also saw an 
infl ux of hot water cylinders, as 
well as copper power lines and 
pipes, but being in the business 
so long has helped him develop 
a sharp eye.

“Stolen scrap metal sticks out 
so obviously,” he said.

“Someone will have too 
much of something. A plumber 

Waihī RSA president Ellen Henderson said the the� s were upse�  ng.        Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

More than a dozen plaques were stolen from service 
people’s graves last month. 

By KELLEY TANTAU

rang up one day because he had 
brass joiners and things that 
got stolen. He asked me to keep 
an eye out. An hour later, two 
young boys came in with them.” 

Only once before has he heard 
of bronze plaques getting stolen 
- from the RSA Cemetery in 
Paeroa. And while scrap bronze 
fetches more than brass, he 

doesn’t think the thieves would 
rake in much money for them - 
maybe $30 a plaque.

Bronze Plaques owner Chris 
Fraser said that’s “pittance” 
compared to what the plaques 
retailed  for - around $1000 a 
piece.

His company is the only 
place in the country where one 

can recycle a service person’s 
plaque - and those who try to 
do it illegally are often caught. 

“The last one was a couple of 
years ago down in Christchurch 
and that person was charged. 
The plaques were found 
because they tried to sell them 
and that’s how they got caught.” 

Mr Fraser said defi ling a 

service person’s grave was 
one of the lowest things a 
person could do, and hoped 
that following Armistice Day 
- held on November 11 to 
commemorate the sacrifi ce of 
those who died serving New 
Zealand - someone would come 
forward and return them.

CONTINUED P2
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

BESPOKE FLOOR TO
CEILING ADVICE

We are passionate about 
making your house a home. 
We provide floor to ceiling 
advice and offer incredible 

solutions on carpet, vinyl wood 
and curtain furnishings. Give 

us a call today for a friendly no 
obligation chat.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE CONTACT US

Dee & Pippa
027 747 7000

pippa@floorsolutions.co.nz 
www.floorsolutions.co.nz

CARPET WOODVINYL MOBILE

SEE MORE AT   
www.readbros.co.nz 

308 Pollen St, Thames 
07 868 6608

COME SEE US for the 
Latest in Diving 

 Essentials.
Also stockist of quality 

Marine & Camping  
products!

Is your gear  
up to scratch?

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 

in The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/
txt 027 396 2459 with your full 
name, the business name and page 
number of the ad by the following 
Monday to go in the draw to WIN 
a car valet from Thames Autos 
worth $150! The prize is drawn at 
the end of each month.

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
Email: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

Email: kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
ADVERTISING

Ad manager Nikki Sanders 
Ph 022 1303 885

Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 
MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN

Ph 027 396 2459
Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

“In the past, the majority of 
plaques have been found, but 
at this stage, nothing has come 
through. Hopefully somebody 
knows something,” he said.

There was another theory 
that the stolen plaques could 
get melted down - a speculation 

told to Waihī RSA president 
Ellen Henderson.

She said the plaques had been 
in the cemetery for around 50 
years, and those who had stolen 
them were “very cheeky” and 
had no pride.

“To think what these service 
people had done in their lives… 
they served the country to make 

it what it is today,” she said.
“It’s upsetting, and it upsets 

your veterans, because they 
risked their lives to fight for the 
country, and then scallywags 
want to do this sort of thing.” 

The names of the service 
people have been identified 
and plaque reinstatement is 
underway.

Police told The Profile it 
received a report on October 
22 that plaques had been stolen 
from headstones at the Waihī 
Cemetery. 

“Staff are actively 
investigating this incident to 
determine the circumstances 
and identify those involved.”

PAEROA MARKS ARMISTICE DAY, P19 

CONTINUED FROM P1

Scrap dealers keep an eye out for bronze plaques
Paeroa scrap metal dealer Vern Harding has only heard of bronze plaques being stolen from the area once before.          Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

The Valley Profile is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,600 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
letterbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribution around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

100% LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED
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If you love your car phone us 
now or pop in for a quote.

Phone 868 9300
115 Jellicoe Crescent, Thames 

(behind the Elim Church)
Queen St

Pollen St

BP

X

Wharf

� ames 
Collision 
Repairs

“I have used Thames Collision Repairs on three 
separate occasions. 

On each occasion I have found them to be very 
professional and quick. The quality of their work is 
second to none and the colour match is perfect. 
The results were like ‘factory new’. 

I highly recommend Jaco and the team if you need a 
paint or panel beating job on your car.”

Peter Hansen 
Fire and Hose 
The Fire Watch Agent
Thames/Coromandel

• • • • •
••

20–
Blackout Sale.

50% 
off selected Sleepyhead

Contactless

*O�er valid to 30.11.21 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er. See in-store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors or misprints. 30 day Comfort Guarantee Ts and Cs apply.

BedsRus Store Name    VISIT Street Address 

TALK Phone Number     DREAM bedsrus.co.nz

Comfort GuaranteeProudly Local Warranty

205 ������ ��, ������ 

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
PH 07 868 6128

Running dream starts with shoes on feet
When Paora Raharaha got 

out of prison in 2016, all 
he had was a pair of running 
shoes from The Warehouse. 

“I just ran, and I found 
myself wanting to go out 
every day. I used it to help 
me with my frustration, my 
anger issues, and the negative 
thoughts in my head.” 

He competed in his first run-
ning event that same year, and 
saw his dad waiting for him at 
the finish line. 

“That was the first time he 
saw me achieve something - 
and I wasn’t going to do anoth-
er one, but my dad was proud, 
so I started doing it [for] him 
too,” he told The Profile.

Since then, Mr Raharaha has 
participated in various run-
ning events, at times helping to 
raise thousands of dollars for 
charities with fellow local run-
ners Caleb Koia-Hamling and 
Jack Keeys. 

He is now teaming up with 
Harcourts realtor and Karan-
gahake local Matt Bowie for a 
project they’re both passionate 
about -  getting young people 
into the right footwear so they 
can get on the path to mental 
and physical wellbeing. 

“There’s a few kids that 
struggle to get into running 
just because they can’t afford 
footwear, primarily,” Mr Bowie 

said. 
“They just do with what they 

have,” Mr Raharaha added, 
“and to be honest, it’s pretty 
much nothing… but I know 
that with the right gear you can 
do a lot better.” 

When running shoes don’t 
fit right, you can feel it through 

your whole body, he said.
“I’ve run in things I’m not 

supposed to run in, and it just 
affects your whole body.”

Back in February, Mr Ra-
haraha, from Paeroa, ran the 
Tarawera Ultra Marathon in 
gumboots, finishing the race 
within 20 minutes of its cut-off 

time of 36 hours.
He also completed more than 

1600 burpees along the way. 
Now, he and Mr Bowie have 
a goal to get as many young 
people as possible into physical 
activity. 

“If they’ve got the right gear 
and they’re able to get into run-

By KELLEY TANTAU

Matt Bowie, left, and Paora Raharaha have teamed up for a fundraising run for kids.   Photo: KELLEY TANTAU 

ning, it’s keeping them off the 
streets and helping them work 
towards something,” Mr Bowie 
said.

“They may not necessarily be 
that keen on school, but a lot of 
them are extremely able physi-
cally, so it’ll be great to use that 
energy for positive things.”

The pair are calling for dona-
tions of quality children’s sec-
ond-hand running shoes, ath-
letic wear and sporting equip-
ment. This can be dropped 
off to Harcourts Thames or 
Paeroa, or at the Hauraki Re-
pair and Reuse Centre on Grey 
Street, Paeroa. 

Harcourts will then pay for 
the items, with the gear being 
made available to any children 
in need for free. The pair have 
also set up a Givealittle page.

“I think [exercise] is not 
just important for your physi-
cal wellbeing but your mental 
wellbeing,” Mr Bowie said. 

“I think if [the kids] are guid-
ed in the right way, they can 
become very, very successful,” 
Mr Raharaha added.

The pair are also putting the 
feelers out for anyone inter-
ested in helping to run, or set 
up, a youth running group in 
Paeroa. 
DETAILS: To get in touch, contact 
Matt Bowie at Harcourts Paeroa, 
or, to donate, visit: givealittle.
co.nz/cause/kids-cant-afford-to-
play-sport.
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A word from the Board Chairperson,
Strat Peters
“Summer is nearly here and Christmas 
is just around the corner. At our last 
Board meeting of the year a couple of 
weeks ago, Thames resident Ted Egan 
was presented with a Council Community Service 
Award for his work representing the history of our 
community through his models of heritage buildings 
in Thames – many of which have been demolished. 
These models are in a gallery named for Ted in 
Thames Museum. If you haven’t been to the museum 
lately, please give it a look.”
strat.peters@council.tcdc.govt.nz

The Board’s next meeting is on 23 February 2022, 
9am in the Council Chambers, Thames. Recordings 
of all our Council and Community Board meetings 
are posted on tcdc.govt.nz/meetings, where you’ll 
also � nd meeting agendas and minutes.

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE Summer rules about where you can walk your dog are in 
place from Labour Weekend to 1 March, with additional 
restrictions and prohibitions from 20 December to 
31 January. These rules help to protect dogs, humans, 
and wildlife during peak periods and important nesting 
times for our precious manu Ma-ori.

The most important rule to remember is that dogs 
must be on lead unless speci� ed otherwise. So, when 
in doubt, put your dog on a lead.
Our bylaws team will be spending time talking to dog 
owners about our local rules, especially if dogs aren't 
on lead where they should be. If your dog is o� -lead in 
an area that's not designated as o� -lead, you could be 
� ned $300.

But don't worry, you'll get the chance to make it right. 
Our aim is to educate people about our rules and to 
encourage voluntary compliance by giving out free dog 
leads. Multiple instances of non-compliance can still 
result in a � ne.

tcdc.govt.nz/dogs

Lead
the
way.

Dog rules change 
for summer.

tcdc.govt.nz/dogs

COROMANDELCOROMANDELCOROMANDELCOROMANDELCOROMANDELOUR
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council 17 November, 2021

Plans are underway to develop the 
Sir Keith Park Memorial Airfield
Stage one of the development is open with six sites 
available to lease to build hangars. In the future 
there will be more sites for hangars, residential 
hangars and commercial activity.
The air� eld development plan, hangar design 
speci� cations, lease information and documents, 
and the Thames Air� eld Master Plan are available 
on our Council website at 
tcdc.govt.nz/thamesair� eldhangars

Council roads getting a lick of seal
Our annual road network reseal programme has 
begun and is expected to be completed before 
Christmas, weather dependant.
Every year at about this time we reseal some of our Council 
roads in the district. This makes them last longer.

Properties on urban streets about to be resealed will 
receive a letter with more information, including 
the planned date. Please follow tra�  c management 
instructions and make sure you park your car o�  the road 
on those days. This will allow the full width of the road 
to be resealed. Any vehicles parked on the road following 
noti� cation may be towed at the owner’s expense.

The road reseal programme is available on 
tcdc.govt.nz/roads, our Facebook page, and is 
announced daily on local radio Coromandel’s More FM 
and CFM.

www.coromandel.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames, Phone: 07 868 0200www.facebook.com/
ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

TC
DC

/2
24
0

The policy controls trading hours and where and how 
alcohol is sold. The policy came into e� ect in 2016 
and it’s time for a review. It went through a robust 
process when it was originally drawn up and we don’t 
see any reason to change it, but what do you think? 

tcdc.govt.nz/localalcoholpolicy

Summer jobs are available now with Smart 
Environmental, our Council’s rubbish and recycling 
contractor, so apply now to get your summer work 
lined up.

Smart Environmental needs truck drivers, Kerbside 
collection runners, loader operators, kiosk staff  for 
the Refuse Transfer Stations, and operators for the 
Kōpū recycling centre.

Positions are available around our district.

Get in touch with Smart Environmental now to apply.

Phone: 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

Email: peak@smartenvironmental.co.nz

BOOK THE VIBE
The Create the Vibe container HQ in Thames 
on Mary Street is available to be booked for 
community use for events or activities. There is 
ample outdoor seating, nearby cafés and shops, 
and a convenient town centre location. Booking 
details: tcdc.govt.nz/createthevibethames
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2008 Mazda Demio
Auto, Low kms,
Top Condition

$7,990
 

2016 Kia Rio
1.4 Auto, One Owner, 

36 kms, Like New

$15,990

2009 Mazda Axela
Auto, 1.5 Ltr, Low kms, 

Smart Car

$11,990
 

2013 Ford Mondeo
Auto, Diesel, Alloys, Etc,
Great Value Buy

$8,990

2013 Ford Mondeo
2.3 Ltr Auto, Good 
Kms, Immaculate 
Condition

$9,990

$13,990

2012 Volvo V5 S/Wag
2.0 Ltr Auto, Low 
Kms, New Shape

$5,990

2005 Mitsubishi Colt Plus
Auto, Excellent 

condition & value

$8,990

2007 Honda CR-V
2.4 Ltr Auto, Top 
Example

Now At

Moanataiari School ‘space junk’ mystery solved

The mystery surrounding 
a flying object that crash-

landed on to a Thames school 
under the cover of darkness 
has been revealed.

Back in May, the Valley Pro-
file reported a mysterious ob-
ject was caught on camera fly-
ing on to Moanataiari School’s 
field. After crash-landing, the 
unknown object burned for 
roughly one minute. 

It sparked an investigation 
by the staff and students, who 
wondered if it were the work 
of Men in Black or extraterres-
trials, or if it were perhaps the 
remnants of a Chinese rocket 
or space junk. 

The object - a thin chain, with 
a small hoop at one end - was 
swiftly sent to The University 
of Otago, where the Depart-
ment of Geology analysed the 
chemical composition of the 
material using a scanning elec-
tron microscope to see what el-
ements were present.

According to associate pro-
fessor James Scott, the ele-
ments that were rich in the 
material were mainly magnesi-
um and strontium, commonly 
found in flares. 

“Therefore, we suspect that 
someone has fired a flare over 
the area and it landed on the 
school grounds,” he wrote in 
an email to the school.

“This would also explain 
why you had a small fire on 
the ground, since the magne-
sium burns, and also why there 

The mysterious object prompted a study of space in room 9.                 Photos: SUPPLIED

is a small chain attached to it, 
which is usually included in the 
interior of the flare.” 

Moanataiari School Room 9 
teacher Wayne Howes said the 
revelation was interesting for 
his students.

“They were fascinated by the 
forensic details,” he said.

“The convincing information 
for the students was that evi-
dence of magnesium was found 
on the junk. The chain was con-
sistent with what you might 
find on the inside of a flare. 

“Then the students were left 
wondering why someone would 
be letting a flare off in the vicin-

ity of the school.”
Mr Howes said it was good 

for the students to hear about 
the flare because it provided 
answers to where the “space 
junk” would have come from.

Overall, the school has found 
this whole mystery interesting. 

“First of all we were worried 

about what else might drop out 
of the sky and how much dan-
ger we might be in,” he said.

“There was a sense of relief 
that it could have been a flare 
- although one student found it 
interesting that a safety device 
could cause a small fire on our 
field.” 

By KELLEY TANTAU

ABOVE: The fiery object was 
caught on the school’s security 

camera. 
BELOW: The object caused a 

small fire on the school field.
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Your feedback 
will help us plan 
for the future!

scan me to fi nd out 
more and how to have 
your say, or
visit  https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-
dc.govt.nz/no-time-to-waste
phone  07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 
(within the district)
email  info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz
post  PO Box 17, Paeroa 3640

Where will this newspaper end up?*
The choice is yours. 
Today’s a good time to think about the waste 
we generate, and where it goes after we’re 
done with it. 

We’re proposing some changes to the way we 
manage and reduce waste, and we want your 
feedback.

 We’ve made a plan for our goals, objectives, 
and how we’ll achieve our vision of 

“Towards zero waste together. 
Hauraki – our home our future.”

Have your say by 4pm, 22 November 2021
* you could either pop this paper in your 
compost bin or worm farm (rip it up fi rst), or 
recycle it in kerbside collection or at one of our 
transfer stations.

Big changes could be coming your way… 
• Swapping yellow bags for a landfi ll wheelie bin

• Collecting food waste separately

• More bins for separating your recycling

• More education on ways to be a zero waste 
warrior

• Less contamination of recycling bins

• Providing more houses and businesses in the 
district with a kerbside rubbish and recycling 
collection 

• Supporting the Hauraki Repair and Reuse Centre

• Running a 12 month trial of public recycling bins 
around the district

Which means
It’ll be easier and more convenient for you to 
separate out waste, so more recycling is useable and 
less rubbish goes to landfi ll.  Now that’s good for 
Papatūānuku too.

We’ve considered various options 
for our kerbside collection into 
the future, and we want your 
feedback on which option/s 
you’d prefer.

Moa skeleton goes on display at Visitor Centre
A complete moa skeleton is 

now on display at the De-
partment of Conservation’s 
Kauaeranga Visitor Centre.

On long-term loan from local 
conservationist Doug Ashby 
– well-known as “The Lizard 
Man” through his voluntary 
work educating on New Zea-
land’s reptiles – the skeleton 
has been compiled from the 
bones of several specimens 
uncovered in Riverton, South-
land.

The bones comprising the 
full moa skeleton were discov-
ered when land near Riverton 
was drained for pasture.

The skeleton is of a Stout leg-
ged moa (Eurypateryx curtus) 
and is estimated to be 1000 
years old. Stout legged moa 
were a medium-sized species, 
standing about 1.5m tall, and 
were found in Coromandel.

The Stout legged moa lived 
in shrubland, their beak shape 
and structure suggesting they 
preferred a diet of soft plant 
material and fruit.

Kauaeranga Visitor Centre 
Supervisor Wendy Hillerich 
said the moa skeleton was an 
exciting and interesting addi-
tion to the visitor centre, and it 
was the first time it had a moa 
skeleton on display.

“We’ve been working with 
Doug on this display for about 
18 months,” she said. 

“Doug’s a familiar face at the 
visitor centre so we’re delight-
ed to be able to give this speci-

The moa skeleton at the Kauaeranga Visitor Centre.                     Photo: WENDY HILLERICH/DOC

men a semi-permanent home.”
The moa skeleton is encased 

in a glass cabinet, alongside 
a related display showing the 
various sizes of eggs from the 
different moa species. 

Display panels give a range of 
information about the species 
of moa in New Zealand.

One interesting feature of the 
skeleton is its posture, with the 
moa’s head at about the same 

level as its body.
“Many depictions of moa 

show the birds with their heads 
held quite high – but the advice 
we have is they tended to keep 
their heads down, so that’s how 

this specimen has been pre-
sented.

“Moa were long birds, not 
tall birds.”

When swamp deposits of sub 
fossil bones are found, they are 
often a jumble of bones, not ar-
ticulated examples of the living 
birds. As a result, reconstruct-
ing can be a bit of a jigsaw puz-
zle, and many early examples 
of moa skeletons were not ac-
curate.

Doug Ashby came into pos-
session of the skeleton in 2005 
after a trip to Southland. 

The skeleton was owned by 
the proprietor of a local motor-
camp and when Doug Ashby 
expressed an interest in the 
skeleton, the then-owner of-
fered it to him.

The Kauaeranga Visitor Cen-
tre is a key asset for DOC in the 
Coromandel, acting as a gate-
way for the district and provid-
ing educational and camping 
experiences for visitors. 

Its opening hours can be 
found on the DOC website: 
www.doc.govt.nz.

“The skeleton is 
of a Stout legged 
moa (Eurypateryx 
curtus) and is esti-
mated to be 1000 

years old. 
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AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PAINT REFURBISHMENT OF 
CLASSIC MOTORBIKES

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE   867 7195  l  027 372 4797
                           
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
                                                            
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

Want a great work life balance where you can continue to generate great
returns and still have time for fishing or that golf game? Or maybe you
just want to see the money going into your bank account every week,
even when you are on holiday?

Looking for a Lifestyle change?

Just Cabins Hauraki is now 
available for an astute buyer to 
take advantage of a business 
that has a huge demand that is 
increasing every year.

You will be investing in a turnkey 
business that is already up and 
running and generating a regular 
monthly income.

There is no other business that 
really gives you the opportunity 
to earn regular recurring income 
while maintaining a great lifestyle.

For more information contact

There is no other business that 
really gives you the opportunity 
to earn regular recurring income 
while maintaining a great lifestyle.

100%
LOCALLY 
OWNED &
OPERATED

To find out more about this business, email us at sales@justcabins.co.nz
or check out our website at justcabins.co.nz/franchisee for more details.

BUSINESS FOR SALETHAMES ART GALLERY 
XMAS BY THE SEA 

MARKET
27 NOVEMBER, 2021   

10am to 4pm
Paintings / Pottery / Jewellery / Felting 

Woodworking and much more. 
Nothing over $100 

HAND MADE ART ONLY
Come join the fun and do your 

Xmas shopping early.
Coco Coffee Cart on site.

COVID restrictions apply: scan/masks/distancing
604 Tararu Road, Thames Coast

SUMMER EXHIBITION IS ALSO OPEN 
IN THE GALLERY

ENTERTAINMENT

REVIEW

The hardest thing about be-
ing an audience member 

at Thames Music and Drama’s 
production of All Together Now
was knowing the cast couldn’t 
see the smiles refl ecting back at 
them from underneath the face 
masks.

There were many moments 
that warranted such grins. 

The performance was held in 
the quaint and acoustic Tararu 
Cultural Centre, and abided by 
Covid-19 regulations which in-
cluded wearing face coverings. 

With smiles obscured, it 
only meant foot-stomping and 
hand-clapping were more than 
permitted.

Global theatrical licensor Mu-
sic Theatre International cre-
ated the 15-song revue for thea-
tres around the world to use as 
a local fundraising event, per-
formed over the same weekend 
of November 12.

Thames MAD’s four perfor-
mances were sold-out, with the 
show being a “no strings at-
tached” showcase of voices in 
their most organic form.

Presented were a selection 
of songs from shows including 
Rent, Les Misérables, Into the 
Woods, Matilda, Hairspray, 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast, 
Fiddler on the Roof, Mamma 
Mia! and many more.

And while every ensemble 

All Together Now
Review by KELLEY TANTAU

Thames MAD life member Noeline Loader leads the way in The Human Heart.             Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

Thames musical with global link inspires awe
number provided the necessary 
awe, a highlight moment was 
the song The Human Heart, 
from the stage musical Once on 
This Island. It was headed by 
theatre company life member 
Noeline Loader.

Accompanied by musicians 
playing ukuleles and bongo 
drums, and harmonies from the 
varied cast, the performance 
was goosebump-inducing dur-
ing what was a relatively warm 
night up the coast.

Then the company’s younger 
cast members took to the stage 
to sing two impressive versions 
of When I Grow Up from the 
Tony award-winning Roald 
Dahl’s Matilda The Musical, 
and the popular Let it Go from 
Disney’s Frozen.

Then there were the soloists. 
Michael Diebet had the projec-
tion to carry him through Jekyll 
and Hyde’s This is the Moment, 
while Harriet Marshall’s rendi-
tion of Meadowlark, from The 
Baker’s Wife, hit all the right 
notes. 

Throughout the proceedings, 
MC Jo Haakma told the audi-
ence of the crucial role they 
play in allowing Thames MAD 
to continue to put on shows 
throughout what has been an 
uncertain time for the theatre 
industry due to Covid-19.

As she said - “Without ‘u’ 
there would be no ‘us’,”- and  
All Together Now was a dem-
onstration of this valued rela-
tionship between thespians and 
theatregoers. Michael Diebert performs a Jekyll & Hyde song. Harriet Marshall hits the right notes. 
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Congratulations to all finalists and winners

THE 2021 PEOPLE’S CHOICE

~ WINNER ~ 
MADDCUTZZ

Finalist:  Sassy Sadie
Finalist: Woof Woof Ranch

~ WINNER ~ 
SPLINTA’S FIREWOOD

RURAL & PRIMARY INDUSTRIES

~ WINNER ~ 
COASTAL BINS

Finalist: Valley Profile
Finalist: Coromandel  

Lifestyle Centre

~ WINNER ~ 
WOOF WOOF RANCH

Finalist:  Tamariki Station
Finalist: Make Your Day Events

~ WINNER ~ 
GASTRONOMICS 

RESTAURANT AND BAR

Finalist: Two Tides Bakery

HOSPITALITY

~ WINNER ~ 
COROMANDEL DISTILLING 

COMPANY

Finalist: Splinta’s Firewood

MANUFACTURING & TRADE

~ WINNER ~ 
COASTAL BINS

Finalist:  
Coromandel Lifestyle Centre

Finalist:  
Re-store Bulk Foods

EMERGING BUSINESS

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RETAIL

The 2021 Supreme Award Winner
COROMANDEL DISTILLING COMPANY

~ WINNER ~ 
CATHEDRAL COVE KAYAKS

Highly Commended:
Historical Maritime Park  

& Museum
Finalist: Wild Wood Mini Golf

TOURISM

~ WINNER ~ 
TE WHARIKI MANAWAHINE 

O HAURAKI: HAURAKI 
WOMEN’S REFUGE

Finalist: Mercury Bay Cancer 
Support Trust

Finalist: Turua Animal Rescue

COMMUNITY & NOT FOR PROFIT

~ WINNER ~ 
JO TILSLEY

Finalist:  
Jocelyn and Stuart Read

SERVICE TO BUSINESS

2 0 2 1  S P O N S O R S
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

U������ ���� ����� �� ��� ��� ����� ��� �� 
����� ������ ������!

Local sales & service for

RuralRural LifeLife
Judge gives credit to schools amid Covid
Covid-19 restrictions may 

have changed the face of 
calf club days throughout the 
Thames Valley this year, but 
one person who remains a 
constant is praising schools for 
getting the job done.

The man in the white judge’s 
jacket, Jeff Alley, said schools 
throughout the district did well 
to adapt to the ever-changing 
Covid-19 restrictions that have 
plagued the country since Au-
gust.

The Hikutaia farmer judged 
calf club days at schools in-
cluding Hikutaia, Matatoki, 
and Puriri, as well as the Hau-
raki Group Day held at Kaihere 
School earlier this month. 

“The schools did a good job 
of managing things. It would 
have been a bit of a challenge 
to manage but they all did very 
well,” he told The Profile.

Mr Alley started as an associ-
ate judge around 30 years ago, 
when he was 22.

“Back in those days, you 
just stayed in your district, 
and when you’d done enough, 
the other judges would write 
a report on you, and when 
they thought you were good 
enough, you’d go up to be a 
senior judge,” he said.

“When you’d been a senior 
judge for a while, you’d get 
nominated by the convenors of 
the district - Waihi, Morrins-

ville, Hauraki, Ohinemuri, and 
Katikati - and then you’d get 
to go to a Group Day or A&P 
Show.”

Mr Alley is now a senior 
judge for both events, and is 
also the convenor for the Oh-
inemuri group.

He participated in calf club 
days when he was at Hikutaia 
School, even winning the 
championship in leading for 

the last two years he was at 
school, and said the events 
were good for kids to take part 
in. However, more judges were 
needed to keep the rural tradi-
tion alive.

“I think we’ve lost a lot of 
people because there are a lot 
more people who work during 
the week. Everyone’s got more 
demands of them, I suppose,” 
he said.

“[Covid] has also put a big 
halt on it. The shows are lim-
ited this year, and most Group 
Days have been pulled out. [At 
Hauraki’s Group Day], they 
split the day in half to try and 
break it up so they could keep 
under that 100 people rule. 
They had calves and goats in 
the morning and lambs in the 
afternoon.”

Mr Alley said typically 

around 200-300 people could 
be at the Hauraki Group Day; 
however Covid-19 restrictions 
meant only 100 people could 
be on site at any one time.

Hauraki Group Day head 
organiser Michelle Lange, from 
Kaihere School, was deter-
mined to see Group Day hap-
pen for the students and the 68 
animals, and set about making 
sure all new Covid-19 guide-
lines were followed.

“The students generally start 
bonding with their animals in 
July, and to get to October and 
say no to them was not an op-
tion I wanted to take,” she told 
The Profile.

“While each school takes a 
turn organising and hosting 
each year, I was very fortunate 
to have the backing and sup-
port from parents from other 
schools to help make sure the 
day could happen.”

Michelle said while the day 
was much quieter with no 
spectators and only one adult 
per child, it was “fantastic” to 
see the students in the rings 
with the judges.  

“Calf club and Group Day 
could not happen without the 
judges and we are really ap-
preciative of the efforts they 
made on their side to ensure 
we could run the event. 

“It can be scary walking into 
the ring as a small five-year-
old, but the judges made them 
feel comfortable and supported 
them to do their best.”

By KELLEY TANTAU

Jeff Alley talks to Matatoki School students before they head into the show ring.           Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Gi� s for everyoneGi� s for everyone

Fishing Rods & Tackle

BBQs & Accessories

Bikes Mowers

Tools

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Ho Ho Ho!
Santa parades may have been cancelled this year because of 
Covid-19, but there will be plent� of other ways to catch up 
with the jolly man in red this Christ�as. 
As Santa dusts off  his sleigh and gears up for the silly season, 
shoppers around the region are being encouraged to suppor� 
their local retailers. Valley Profi le repor�er KELLEY TANTAU 
chats to some of the locals to fi nd out what’s happening 
leading up to the big day.

Shop local this Christmas

Santa Claus (Vic McWa� ) and his granddaughter and 
part-� me elf, Pearl McWa� , on the Thames Coast.  
   File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU



www.valleyprofi le.co.nz     November 17, 2021, THE VALLEY PROFILE 11

GBD providing a standard of hospitality that dates all the way back to 1869

Book your Christmas function now !!!

Don’t know what to get that special someone who has everything? 

Give them a voucher

Serving lunches & dinner in a 
family friendly environment from 

12pm - 8.30pm Tue-Sun. Closed Mon
Breakfast on Saturday from 8.30am

700 Pollen St, Thames
Phone 868 6008

E: gbd@thejunction.net.nz
W:thejunction.net.nz

GrahamstownBarAndDiner

Shop local this Christmas
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Christmas on the cards despite parade cancellations
By KELLEY TANTAU

Festive events may still be 
able to line the calendar 

even after Covid-19 cancelled 
all three of the Valley’s Christ-
mas parades. 

District councils and local 
businesses are planning a vari-
ety of events that may not take 
the place of a Santa parade, 
but provide a dose of Christ-
mas cheer this silly season.

On December 11, Santa will 
make his way down Pollen St, 
Thames, in a horse drawn cart.

He will then be stationed at 
Goldfi elds Shopping Centre 
from December 13, 10am to 
1pm each day, until Christmas 
Eve. 

Thames Business As-
sociation chair Sue Lewis-
O’Halloran said on the same 
day Santa arrives in Thames, 
there will be a Christmas treat 
from Mr Claus down at The 
Vibe on the corner of Mary 
and Pollen Streets.

She said the association 
would be working hard to 
make the Christmas season 
“positive and hopeful and the 
best it can be”.

“It will just be diff erent,” she 
said, “as we won’t have that 
one-off  [parade] event - where 
we estimated at least 4000 
would line Pollen St.” 

Meanwhile in Hauraki, the 
district council was aware of 
a list of events that included a 
storytime tour, a light show, 

and a “Covid-proof” media se-
ries to “excite even the hardest 
Grinch heart”.

It said the district libraries 

were putting together a Christ-
mas-themed story and song 
time event, while Paeroa and 
Waihi town promoters were 

looking to support local busi-
ness with ‘buy local’ promo-
tions and smaller events.

CONTINUED P13

This year, Santa will make his way down Pollen St, Thames, in a horse drawn cart in lieu of a parade.                              File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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SHOP LOCAL

BUY NZ MADE

LOCAL ARTISTS

BUY THE 
HANDMADE

SHOP SMALL

BE CREATIVE

CELEBRATE 
AOTEAROA’S MAKERS 

754 Pollen St, 
Thames, 3500, 
07 868 8988
Info@bountystore.co.nz

Supporting NZ MADE & LOCAL ARTISTS since 2008. 

  Follow me online:

   : bountystorenz 

   : bounty store 

We don’t only have plants for 
the green thumbed at

382 Ngati Maru Highway 
Totara, Thames   

OPEN 7 DAYS 8.30am to 5pm 
 Ph  868 7960   

Come and fi nd the 
perfect Christmas gi  
in-store, and enter our 

draw for the French 
Market Basket! 

www.savourandspice.com
The Depot, Pollen St 

Thames

W: homeatstationroad.com 
E: contactus@homeatstationroad.com

M: +64 21 780141
A: 5 Station Road, Puriri, New Zealand

SR
home@Station Road

home - flair - décor

CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING EVENT

Friday 
26th November 

4pm-7pm

A NEW HOME DECOR 
BOUTIQUE

homeatStationRoad

station.road/

• Open most weekends (9am - 3.30pm) 
• After hours by appointment •

• Online 24/7 •

Shop local
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Shop localShop local
this Christmas

When it comes to Christmas shopping, 
� ming is everything. 

Start planning early enough so you can 
not only get the right gi�  at the right � me 
and the right price, but you also want to 
create a budget for your holiday shopping. 
A� er all, no jolly ol’ Santa wants to hand 
out gi� s only to head back to the North 
Pole with empty pockets and a he� y credit 
card bill.

Here are some � ps on how to get organ-
ized and get a head start on your holiday 
shopping.

Plan ahead for your Christmas budget - 
the earlier you get started on your Christ-
mas budget the be� er. Save money by 
snapping up gi� s as sales pop up, such as 
Black Friday at the end of November, and 
Christmas sales leading up to the big day.

Make that Christmas list and s� ck to it. 
When making out your list of who’s ge�  ng 
gi� s, priori� ze who must get a gi� , all the 

way down to those who it would be nice to 
buy a gi�  for, but not absolutely necessary.

Then write down what that person may 
like to get for Christmas and how much 
that item would cost. When you organize 
your Christmas shopping list by price, you 
won’t get any surprises.

If there are some people on your list 
you simply can’t aff ord to buy the gi�  you 
planned to buy, there are other ways to 
gi�  them that don’t cost as much money. 

Plan some DIY gi� s for some people 
on your list or off er vouchers for free ba-
bysi�  ng, pet si�  ng or some other help 
with some projects around the house that 
you’re skilled at.

Budge� ng for Christmas can be just as 
crea� ve as your gi�  ideas. Organize your 
christmas shopping list and make sure you 
set a realis� c plan and fi nd ways to make 
it work so you and everyone on your list 
are happy.

Organise your Christmas list
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CONTINUED FROM P11

Meanwhile, a team in Ngatea were 
working on a community event to re-
place the Santa parade; and in Paeroa, 
it was understood the Historical Mari-
time Park would be able to continue 
with a slightly adapted Christmas light 
show.

The LoveHauraki team were also 
planning a clandestine, Covid-proof 
social media series, council told The 
Profi le.

“Not having that ‘start of summer’ 
[parade] tradition to look forward to, 
on top of Covid fatigue, means it’s even 
more important to fi nd ways to connect 
our communities and bring back that 

Shop local this Christmas
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Communities plan 
‘adapted’ Christmas

Retail Therapy’s Jodie Phillips says in lieu of a Santa parade, stores could collec� vely stay open 
for late-night shopping.            Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Christmas Gifts Galore

• Cushions        • Jewellery       

• Wall Art     • MASKS    
• Handbags & Accessories    

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

holiday feeling,” a council spokesperson 
said.

“The Hauraki district has wonder-
ful volunteers who bring 
so many of our events, 
particularly the Christmas 
parades, to life. Being a 
part of the event that puts 
everyone into the summer 
holiday spirit and celebrat-
ing with our communities 
is always something spe-
cial. 

“Even without the parades though, 
there will be a sense of celebration and 
connection, that is the Hauraki way.”

Paeroa business owner Jodie Phil-
lips, from Retail Therapy on Belmont 

Rd, said in lieu of a Santa parade, stores 
could collectively, even for one night, 
stay open for late-night shopping. 

With Auckland’s border 
remaining in place, she had 
noticed shoppers from Te 
Aroha, Waihi, and Thames 
“fl ocking” to Paeroa. 

“Summer is on our door-
step… [and] people are 
shopping locally,” she said. 

“We’re very fortunate. 
Paeroa is a special little 

place.” 
According to Goldfi elds Mall manager 

John Freer, the shopping centre would 
also have its decorations in place to be 
ready for the fi rst day of December.

“Even without the 
parades though, 

there will be a sense 
of celebrati on and 
connecti on, that is 
the Hauraki way.”

NN ee ww  FF uu rr nn ii tt uu rree  ||  HH oo mmeewwaa rree ss  ||  WWoo mmee nn ’’ ss  FFaa ss hh ii oo nn  

O P E N I N G  H O U R S
TUE-FRI 10-2 | SAT 10-1

S H O P  2
( b e h i n d  A O N  I n s . )

4 9  B e l m o n t  R o a d
P a e r o a  3 6 0 0

p 0 2 7 4  4 1 6  8 8 6
e retailtherapypaeroa@gmail.com
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GET RESULTS
Grow your profi le with an Advertorial

email: nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz
or Ph 022 130 3885

I had an amazing response from my advertorial. So many people 
came to my shop a� er reading it and I have increased the number 
of regular customers as a direct result.
- The Plantery

Courtneys’ Christmas Tree Farm 

and Decoration Barn

40 Puriri Valley Rd, Puriri

868 6064 or 

027 458 9878

It’s not Christmas without a 
real Courtneys’ Christmas tree!

Open daily from 
 9-6 weekdays and
 9-7 weekends 
 E� pos Available 
 Masks, sani� sing, social distancing   
 and QR codes all apply.

The Thames Hauraki Plains District 
Federation of Women’s Institute re-
cently held it’s Bi Annual Meeting 
combined with the Over 80s  and 
Officers Luncheon at the Ngatea Me-
morial Hall. The meeting began with 
the Ode followed by a presentation of 
a 70 Year Badge for Mrs Vera Sanson 
from Waihi Beach WI. Vera joined as 
a newlywed and has been a mem-
ber ever since, which is a wonderful 
achievement. The Institute Annual 
Reports had been judged with Gold-
fields WI 1, Kerepehi WI 2, Waihi 
Beach WI 3.  Each member was given 
a coin and members related what 
they were doing in the year on the 
coin. This was extremely interesting, 
especially one member stating she 
wasn’t even born.    During the course 
of the day, several quizzes were pre-
sented which meant that everyone 
had to use their brains, as some were 
quite easy but a Fish Quiz members 
struggled, so we decided we need to 
learn a lot more about fish species.  
Raffles were won by Kate Wood, 
Dawn Clark, Debbie Smith, Vivienne 
Prince, Ngaire Noone, Carolyn Giles, 
Jean Brady and Bev Schenkel.  A won-
derful luncheon was put on by the 
daughter of one of the Federation 
members, which was a great way to 
spend some quality time with each 
other.  COMPETITION RESULTS:     FLORAL:  
Waihi Beach WI 1, Kerepehi WI 2, Ngatea 3.  
COOKING:  Waihi WI 1, Maramarua; Kopuku 
WI 2, Kerepehi WI 3.  SEWING:  Waihi Beach 
WI 1, Waihi WI 2.   HANDCRAFT:  Ngatea WI 1, 
Waihi WI 2, Waihi Beach WI 3.  ART: Bev Adam-
son 1, Bev Schenkel 2, Dawn Clark 3.
KEREPEHI WI
The Kerepehi Women’s Institute’s 
September meeting was cancelled 

Biannual WI 
meeting held

The Thames Ruby Redz Red Hat ladies celebrated a lovely day for the Melbourne Cup recently at Bev 
Adamson’s home in Kaihere. Spokesperson Debbie Smith said the theme of the event was to dress as if you 
came from a Pacific Island. “We were all dressed in Leis and lavalavas, which was very colourful,” she said. 
“We played some horse games too outside in the lovely sunshine. We all had lots of fun and laughs as we 
always do.” The group enjoyed a high tea around 4pm, with members all bringing along a cup, saucer and  
plate, plus another plate of food to share. They then enjoyed watching the Melbourne Cup at  5pm. “Three 
of our members were lucky  enough to get first, second and third, and won some money. We all had a lot of 
fun.” If anyone is interested in joining the Red Hats, please contact our queen, Ngaire Anne, Ph 07 868 3421.

all due to Covid-19 restrictions. Elaine 
Joliffe welcomed seven members 
to our October meeting, which was 
held at Jan Edmonds place in Thames. 
Kris Barnes read us her quote for the 
month and supplied the  raffle: “The 
day that you were born, everyone 
would have been laughing and only 
you would have been crying. Live your 
life in such a way that when you die, 
only you will be laughing and every-

one else will be crying” - Anon. Debbie  
Smith celebrated  her  52nd  wedding  
anniversary, and also won the raffle. 
Ninety five knitted and crocheted ar-
ticles were donated for Middlemore 
Hospital’s wool programme and have 
been couriered. Our afternoon pro-
gramme was making a homemade 
Christmas card that Jan had organised 
for us. Everyone enjoyed doing this 
task and they turned out very well. 

COMPETITIONS: Weeds in a jug: 1 Debbie 
Smith; 2 Jan Edmonds; 3 Bev Adamson. Flow-
ers: Bloom: 1 Jan Edmonds; 2 Carolyn Giles 
3; Elaine Jolliffe; Spike: 1 Jan Edmonds; 2 Bev 
Adamsom; 3 Elaine Jolliffe. Shrub: 1 Bev Ad-
amsom; 2 Elaine Jolliffe; 3 Carolyn Giles; Herb: 
1 Jan Edmonds; 2 Elaine Jolliffe; 3 Carolyn Giles. 
Vegetable: 1 Jan Edmonds; 2 Bev Adamsom; 3 
Carolyn Giles. 
GOLDFIELDS WI    
The October Meeting of the Gold-

fields Women’s Institute commenced 
with the Aspirations and Prayer. 
Thoughts were given to any member 
that has not been well this month, 
as well as Jill Bridgman in Auckland’s 
lockdown. The Motto for the month 
– “The power of friendship lasts for-
ever” was read by Carol Cresswell. 
Birthday girls were Anne Bicknell for 
September and Jean Brady for Octo-
ber. Roll Calls for September – Your 
proudest moment and why? and Oc-
tober – A Talent that you thought you 
could never achieve proved to be very 
popular amongst the members with 
several achieving great sporting mo-
ments when they were younger. The 
Good Deed was items for our Emer-
gency Toilet Bags. Raffles were won 
by Anne Bicknell, Helen Udy and Val 
Bowen. During the month 2 boxes of 
rugs and twiddle muffs were donated 
to The Booms Rest Home as well as 2 
boxes of rugs and twiddle muffs do-
nated to the Tararu Hospital & Rest 
Home.   Also, a rug has been donated 
to a person in need and 26 Hospital 
Dolls have been donated for the chil-
dren’s ward at Waikato Hospital. Anne 
Bicknell and Carol Cresswell then read 
an article that was printed in the N.Z. 
Memories February/March 2021 
Magazine called Lifting Horizons by 
Kay Morris Matthews. It was all about 
the history of the Women’s Institute 
in New Zealand, which this year is 
celebrating 100 years. It was very im-
portant for every member to know all 
about our history, which also led to 
several questions that were able to 
be answered by members who have 
been involved for many years. Lunch 
was a social occasion after not seeing 
everyone for the past two months 
with all  enjoying each other’s com-
pany. 
COMPETITIONS.  BLOOM: Val Bowen 1, Helen 
Udy 2. CLUSTER: Val Bowen 1, Anne Bicknell 2, 
Helen Udy 3. SHRUB: Val Bowen 1, Helen Udy 
2, Anne Bicknell. ORCHID: Helen Udy 1, Val 
Bowen 2.
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

ALL VEHICLES REDUCED. MUST GO. ACT NOW!
Call in and discuss a deal. Terms & trade ins.

Every vehicle 

must go
Every vehicle must go

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT BEST $6,500
2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE

2005 TOYOTA EST $5,995
5 door Hatch, 1500cc Auto. All extras, In silver,
Exceptional Condition

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $6,995
158,000kms, 2360cc Auto, All extras, in gold,   $5,995
7 seats, Best Available

1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3,295
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition   $2,995

2008 NISSAN TILDA 5DR HATCHBACK $7,995
79,000kms, 1500cc Auto, All extras, Original

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995

1999 NISSAN CEFIRO $4,495
2500cc Auto, 124,000kms, All extras BEST $3,995

2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New

1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV $2,975
1500cc Auto, In good tidy condition  $2,745

1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,295
4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $1,995

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD,
Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 4DR SEDAN $2,850
1600cc, 5 speed, Up in kms, Very tidy,  $2,500
drives well

2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,695
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,200

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags,  $2,995
S/wagon, Electrics, VALUE

1996 MITSUBISHI RVR $3,500
Tow Bar, Power Steering, VALUE  $2,995

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200

2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $2,995

2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500

2008 HOLDEN VIVA   VALUE $7,995
5 Door Hatch, 1800cc Auto, All extras, 115,000kms, One 
local lady owner. You won’t believe the condition through-
out. In Metallic Orange

2007 HOLDEN COMMODORE OMEGA  $7,995
3564cc V6 Auto, 173,500kms, Every extra,  $6,995
Most original, Best available, VALUE PLUS
 
1999 HOLDEN VECTRA $2,250
2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF, $1,995
Original condition

1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCLAIM $4,500
3.8L Auto $3,995

1997 FORD FOCUS S/W   $5,995
Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras,  VALUE $5,225
Met Blue

1990 FORD LASER GL $2,995
5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000kms $2,695

1997 FORD LASER A CLASSIC DREAM
2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate 
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore

1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
Has wiring problems, 
suit auto electrician REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls, 
WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
12001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE 
5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, Good Value

2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL 2000 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE 
DINGO

$3,995$4,500

2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan, 
182,000kms, all extras 5 Door S/wagon, 

towbar, CD, mags

$2,650$2,995

Art of kai gathering explored
One Waikato man is on a mis-

sion to reconnect divers with 
their whakapapa and traditional 
kaimoana gathering practices.

As urbanisation has taken hold, 
people have moved away from 
the traditional hunting and gath-
ering methods, Deane Gage said. 

The Te Wananga O Aotearoa 
masters student is completing 
a masters research project ad-
dressing the dying knowledge of 
kai gathering. 

Gathering kaimoana was an 
instinctive part of growing up for 
Deane, who has whānau connec-
tions to Paeroa and Thames. 

“We rode horses, we went fish-
ing, we went diving, it’s what we 
did as kids.”

As a student, Deane, 49, started 
thinking about how that translat-
ed into life on the marae and the 
practices his father and nannies 
always followed.

It’s driven him to complete 
a masters research project ad-
dressing the dying knowledge of 
kai gathering. 

His purpose? To create an 
education programme resurrect-
ing indigenous knowledge by 
connecting people back to their 
whakapapa, and to foster sus-
tainable gathering of kaimoana.

And as someone who regularly 
dives and fishes in the Hauraki 
Gulf or the Coromandel, Deane 
didn’t believe the marine decline 
was as bad in the region as some 
other areas of New Zealand, but 
said there was certainly room for 
better practices. His masters pro-
ject could be the start of a grass-
roots movement. 

“It’s about food sovereignty. 
New Zealanders should be guar-

Masters student Deane Gage is on a mission to reconnect divers with 
their whakapapa.               Photo: ERICA SINCLAIR

anteed fresh food and fresh meat, 
that should be a given, but we of-
ten don’t have that choice in New 
Zealand.”

As urbanisation has taken hold, 
people have moved away from 
traditional hunting and gather-
ing, he said. 

“There has been a loss of 
that kaitiakitanga, tikanga and 
whanaungatanga. It’s easier to 
get takeaways than using our tra-
ditional methods of hunting, fish-
ing and gathering,” he said.

Deane has been interviewing 
marine biologists and local di-
vers to determine how to form a 
community dive programme con-
necting people back to the land 

by using Māori practices of kai 
gathering. His model is based on 
a kina and its five roe: manaaki-
tanga: be a good person and kia 
gatherer and recognise how much 
one person realistically needs and 
take less or share to feed other 
people; kaitiakitanga: sustain-
ably looking after the land and its 
people; mātauranga: using tradi-
tional knowledge to gather kai; 
whanaungatanga: sharing knowl-
edge of sustainable kai gathering; 
and tikanga: doing what is right 
based on our practices and values. 

Once complete, Deane hopes 
the education programme will 
be available for institutes and 
schools.

Cancer society fundraiser 
eyes 2022 comeback

Picking bunches of daffodils 
or selling seedlings by the 

roadside are two of the industrious 
ways Paeroa women have raised 
money for the Cancer Society, 
even after Covid-19 cancelled 
their original plans. 

Paeroa’s annual Daffodil Day 
fundraiser was to be held at the 
RSA on August 23, but just six days 
before the event, it was announced 
the country would head into an 
alert level 4 lockdown. 

Co-ordinator Elaine Lally said 
roughly 170 people had planned 
to attend the event, so she and her 
team hoped to hold it at a later 
date. But Elaine told The Profile 
last week that the organisers 
have decided to put a pin in the 
fundraiser until next year. 

“I think we’ve just got to move 
on,” she said. “I was disappointed 
that we couldn’t have it because 
we really thought we could, but 
Covid has made it impossible, so 
we’ll just look forward to the next 
one.” 

Last year, the Paeroa fundraiser 
was postponed until October 30, 
but Elaine and her team still raised 
close to $4000 from the day. 

The 2022 event will take the 
form of a limited-seated function, 
she said.

But even though a physical 
event could not take place this 
year, Elaine said diligent team 
members and generous donors 
still raked in $791 for the New 
Zealand Cancer Society. 

“Joan Waterson raised $315 
from selling bunches of daffodils. 
She went around and picked them 
all and put them in bunches and 
sold them. Jackie McTier raised 
$43.30 from selling plants and 
seedlings at her letterbox,” she 
said.

“And because people couldn’t 
come to the luncheon, they said 
they’d give us so much… and we 
got donations worth $432.90.” 

Elaine wanted to thank all of the 
people who gave back to the cause. 
“We’ve all got family members or 
somebody we know who has had 
cancer or has got cancer,” she said.

By KELLEY TANTAU

The team behind the Paeroa daffodil Day fundraiser.    Photo: SUPPLIED
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Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors, 

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565  Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

A little bit of something A little bit of something 
for everyone: for everyone: 

crystals, fairies, dragons crystals, fairies, dragons 
and more...and more...

Ph 027 486 5680Ph 027 486 5680

11 Belmont Rd, 11 Belmont Rd, 
PaeroaPaeroa

earthangelmagic7@gmail.comearthangelmagic7@gmail.com

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Students prepare to hit the Hauraki Rail Trail through the Karangahake Gorge.                Photos: SUPPLIED/KEREPĒHI SCHOOL

Kids hit 
the trail
The littlest five-year-
olds from Kerepēhi 
School to the old-
est Year 8s, all went 
on a school camp to 
the Waitawheta area 
last month. The trip 
included walks and 
bike rides through the 
Karangahake Gorge, 
learning about the 
district’s gold mining 
history, and a visit to 
the Bullswool Farm 
Park. 

Hemaema Tai leads the way on the trail to the windows walk. Teacher Shelley Johnson and Tawhero Luke-Nathan.

Catalina Toko explores the old Victoria Battery.
Rylee Fowler and Leah Riwhi enjoy the trip on the 
Goldfields Railway from Waikino to Waihi.

Legion Andrew and Aaliyah Fitzpatrick feed a 
rabbit at Bullswool Farm, Karangahake.
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2019  Toyota Corolla, GX, Hatch, Auto, Alloys, NZ New $25,990
2018  Toyota Hiace, 12 Seater Minibus   $49,990
2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, Leather, Alloys $49,990
2018  Subaru XV, Prem, AWD, T/bar, Top spec model $34,990
2018  Toyota Yaris, Sig Class, Auto    $19,990
2017 Toyota Landcruiser, 200 Series, Bullbar, T/Bar $99,990
2017 Toyota Corolla GLX Sedan, Alloys   $19,990
2016  Toyota Hilux, SR5 Ltd, 4WD, D/cab, Man $42,990
2016 Hyundai Tucson Elite, AWD, Diesel    $34,990
2016 Toyota Hilux S/Cab, 2WD, 2.8 T/Diesel $29,990
2016  Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys  $17,990

2019 Toyota Corolla GX, Hatch    $25,990

2018  Toyota Corolla GX 1.8P     $21,790

2018  Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 ltr, Auto $19,990

2017  Toyota Corolla GLX , Auto, Alloys, Sedan $21,790

2014  Toyota Aqua 1.5P HYBRID    $13,990

2012 Toyota Rac� s 1.3P CVT Hatch    $11,990

2011 Toyota Hilux 2.7P 2WD SC 5M    $21,990

2006  Toyota Allion, 2.0L Auto sedan    $7,990

2004  Toyota Land Cruiser VX LTD 4.2TD   $52,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance -         Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance -          Kent Ravenhill  027 878 0642

2022 KIA SPORTAGE Available for a test drive NOW

Ph 07 868 8951
Paul Griffi n 021 169 4036
www.ThamesKia.co.nz

2018 Toyota Highlander GXL  
AWD, 3.5P 

2017 Toyota Corolla
GLX, 
Hatch, 
Auto, 
Alloys 

$49,990$21,990

THAMES VALLEY KIA
321 Pollen Street, Thames
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

19/508 Seaforth Rd, Waihi Beach Auction

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11-12PM

FINAL

NOTICE

• Auction 21 Nov, 12pm, On-site (unless sold prior)
• Large 2 level home, lift access to upper level
• 2nd Lounge/kitchenette for extended family

RRP221 2234

20 Orongo Road Offers Over $950,000

NEW

LISTING

• 1.6187ha (more or less). Close to town
• 3 bdrms, conservatory, large lounge
• Dble garage, Sngl garage, Barn

RN1401 1213

6 Aputa Avenue, Thames Deadline Sale

Immaculate, great community, great location, on the flat and close to the sea. You couldn't ask for more if you
are looking for a beautifully presented 2 bedroom home with a garage, and a second gated entrance for a boat
or campervan. Deadline ends 30th November 2021 at 3pm (if not sold prior).

RT5666 - JON STANDBROOK 021 145 1738 1112

39 Keepa Avenue, Paeroa Offers Over $600,000

OPEN HOME SUNDAY 11:30-12:15PM

NEW

LISTING

Come home every day and forget about the worries of the world. Generous and enticing living area with wood
burner. Wide entrance and hallways. Three bedrooms. Functional bathroom. Double garage with workshop.
Blank canvas tiered section. Breathtaking views in a culdesac.

RG1933 - KYLIE HEDGES 027 210 2996 1213

40 Seaview Avenue, Thames Deadline Sale

Nestled in a quiet cul-de-sac in the popular seaside township of Te Puru is this 3 bedroom fully renovated home
that now boasts double glazed joinery, full insulation, modern kitchen, bathroom and decking both front & rear
of the house. Deadline ends on 30th November at 4pm (unless sold prior).

RT5665 - DAVID TREBILCOCK 027 641 8556 1423

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

SPORTS
Thames Valley rugby gallant in defeat
South Canterbury deservedly 

won the Meads Cup when 
they defeated Thames Valley 
35-16 in the final of the Heart-
land Championship played at 
Timaru on Sunday. 

The Swamp Foxes got off to 
a very shaky start which ena-
bled South Canterbury to rat-
tle up two tries, a penalty and 
a conversion in the first fifteen 
minutes.

Thames Valley then displayed 
their strength of character and 
came back into the game with 
thirteen points of their own. 

Doolan kicked two penalty 
goals and converted a try by 
Ben Stephens, which was the 
best of the match. 

South Canterbury had kicked 
the ball deep inside the Valley’s 
22 and Will Newbold received 
the ball out wide. 

He burst through and sent 
the ball on to Lafituanai who in 
turn passed it to Hemopo at the 
halfway line. A fast running, 
Stephens took the next pass 
and out paced the defence to 
run 45 metres and score in the 
corner. 

The noisy Swamp Fox sup-
porters were ecstatic and their 
beloved team was only two 
points behind.

South Canterbury came back 
with a penalty before the break 

Fred Kei makes a run for it for the Sampfoxes.                       Photos: JAKOB ANDREW

RIGHT: The Swampfoxes at the 
Meads Cup final in Timaru.

HEARTLAND RUGBY to make the half time score: 
South Canterbury 18 Thames 
Valley 13.

The Swamp Foxes started the 
second half strongly and after a 
sustained period of attack were 
rewarded with another penalty 
goal to Doolan. 

Being only two points in ar-
rears of South Canterbury was 
encouraging but that was as 
good as it got.

South Canterbury went on to 
dominate territory and posses-
sion, scoring seventeen unan-
swered points in the process. 

Their first five eighth, Sam 
Briggs, kicked four more penal-
ty goals and they were awarded 
a freak try when a kick through 
hit the corner post and was 
touched down just over the 
line – in days gone by the ball 
would have been ruled in touch 
after hitting the flag post but 
a rule change was not kind to 
Thames Valley in this instance.

The Swamp Foxes did their 
cause no favours by giving away 
a run of ten consecutive penal-
ties and were further handi-
capped when Sam Van der Valk 
had to spend ten minutes in the 
sin bin. 

The game ended with South 
Canterbury ahead 35-16 which 
enabled them to win the Meads 
Cup for the first time. 

Thames Valley were gallant 
in defeat and it was a great ef-

fort by David Harrison and 
Joe Murray to take them to a 
Meads Cup final in their first 
year as head coaches.

South Canterbury: Sireli Bu-
liruarua, two, and Cam Russell 
tries, Sam Briggs, six penalties 
and one conversion. Thames 
Valley: Ben Stephens try, Todd 
Doolan three penalties and one 
conversion.
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The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 103A Clarence Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/103a-clarence-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 1

Price by Negotiation

Waiomu, 611A Thames Coast Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/611a-thames-coast-road-waiomu

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 2 1

Price by Negotiation

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Paying it forward
Team Trinity are committed to providing exceptional real estate services.
Whether it’s helping a Buyer or a Seller, our commitment remains the same
– to provide service that exceeds our client’s expectations.

We are also committed to our community and helping those in need. 

If you work with us to sell your home, we will
donate $1000.00 of our commission to a charity 
or non-profit organisation of your choice
(including Sports club, education, support services and others) in your name!  And there is 
absolutely no cost to you! So if you would like to show your support for your community
the process is easy, we list your property, we sell your property and then we donate
$1000.00 to your chosen charity or non-profit organisation at no cost to you*.

Contact one of the team to discuss. *T & C’S apply. 

Newcomer places 
in clay-bird shoot

As part of a Valley Profi le series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

1947
Drovers on bicycles were the 

latest indication of the horse 
being replaced by machines on 
farms.

Many Hauraki Plains farm-
ers were now seen shifting their 
cattle with the aid of a bicycle, 
signalling the end of time when 
cattle were moved by drovers on 
horseback. 

The main cargo sea link be-
tween Auckland and the Firth of 
Thames for more than 60 years 
came to an end when the North-
ern Steamship Company ran its 
last trip to Paeroa, Thames and 
Ngatea. The company did not 
lose its connection with the Hau-
raki Plains, as permission was 
granted for a road service to be 
run as an alternative to the ships. 
This maintained a daily connec-
tion from Auckland to Ngatea, 
Netherton, Paeroa, Waihī, Wai-
kino and Karangahake.

A rainfall of six and a half inch-

Clay bird shoo� ng.          Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

recede before it was necessary 
to evacuate the horses. Hape 
Creek also overfl owed into 
the Thames Jockey Club’s stables 
and fl ood waters swept through 
the Pārāwai sawmill, damaging 
machinery. Craft anchored at the 
mouth of the Kauaeranga River 
had a fortunate escape as the 
fl ood brought down huge logs but 
these were deposited in low-lying 
land before they reached vessels 
in port. For a while, the only road 
connecting Thames with the 
south was blocked at Kauaeranga 
Bridge by deep water on the ap-

proaches. Several cars were held 
up for hours till early in morning. 
The main business area escaped 
fl ooding completely.

A newcomer to the ranks of the 
clay-bird shooters in the district 
was Miss K Thomasen, of Wai-
takaruru, who proved she could 
handle a shotgun with no small 
degree of accuracy. At a Waita-
karuru shoot, she made her fi rst 
appearance in the novice event 
coming second place. She had 
a fi rst-rate coach, her father, 
Mr EC Thomasen, being an ex-
New Zealand clay-bird cham-

pion. The Thames Coast Pro-
gressive Association asked 
the Thames County Council to 
declare a stand of kauri three 
miles from Waiomu a scenic re-
serve. The stand was the largest 
area of kauri south of Auckland 
being about 2000 acres. Some of 
the largest trees were 10ft in di-
ameter. 

Eleven people were injured 
when two cars collided on the 
Thames to Paeroa road near the 
Omahu post offi  ce. All were treat-
ed at the Thames hospital, where 
three remained as patients. 

es in just over 24 hours, the sec-
ond highest for the period ever 
recorded in Thames, combined 
with a high tide caused severe 
fl ooding of the Kauaeranga Riv-
er. Most of the residential area 
and farmland at Pārāwai was 
fl ooded. Two families were evac-
uated on the Thames side of the 
river at midnight and spent the 
night in the fi re station. Two oth-
ers had to leave their homes for 
the shelter of the Pārāwai railway 
station. Many homes in Fenton, 
Banks and nearby streets were 
surrounded with water. 

Numerous sheep were 
drowned. The Thames Trot-
ting Club’s stables went under 
water but the waters began to 

Paeroa returned servicemen Peter Fuller, le� , Danny Te Iri, and Bob Pinker headed down 
to the Paeroa RSA on Belmont Rd at 11am on the 11th of November for Armis� ce Day 
commemora� ons. Observed around the district, Armis� ce Day marks the anniversary of the 
agreement that ended the First World War (1914 – 1918) and commemorates the sacrifi ce of 
those who died serving New Zealand in WWI and all armed confl icts.             Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Shots, 4  Go for the jugular, 14  Enrol, 15  Snout, 16  Fire engine, 17  Given, 19  Era, 
20  Canteen, 21  Banisters, 22  Snoops, 25  Penetrate, 27  Dahlia, 28  Estate, 33  Unoccupied, 35  SOS, 
36  Effect, 37  Omen, 39  Tax, 41  Hessian, 42  Landau, 43  Eccentric, 44  Raced, 45  Bludgeon, 50  Pb, 
51  Recharge, 55  Abode, 58  Neglected, 59  Abides, 60  Pro rata, 61  Arc, 63  Sung, 64  Dismal, 
65  Ore, 66  Longwinded, 68  Rhymes, 69  Unlock, 71  Officials, 76  Intact, 77  Appliance, 79  Shellac, 
81  Aim, 84  Erode, 85  Surprising, 86  Razor, 87  Tiger, 88  At the drop of a hat, 89  Stand. 

DOWN: 2  Hangar, 3  Trust, 5  Omit, 6  Overact, 7  Tennis, 8  Exist, 9  Unearth, 10  Urge, 11  Advent, 
12  Cries, 13  Cleanse, 14  Endorse, 18  Deregulate, 23  Trail, 24  Wilfred, 26  Excused, 27  Disturb, 
29  Admirer, 30  Unreal, 31  Aside, 32  Icicle, 34  Dear, 36  Exact, 38  Niche, 40  Inch, 45  Bonus, 
46  Urgency, 47  Glee, 48  Outfit, 49  Loyal, 50  Peacock, 52  Cartwright, 53  Adrenal, 54  Gather, 
55  Adamant, 56  Rivet, 57  Deal, 62  India, 67  Feather, 68  Regatta, 70  Opposed, 72  Fuchsia, 
73  Accost, 74  Hairdo, 75  Lagoon, 76  Image, 78  Largo, 80  Least, 82  Mesh, 83  Inca.
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ACROSS
1  Smoked plant (7)
4  Misleading clue (3,7)
9  Small axe (7)
13  Tiny amount (4)
14  Look up to (6)
15  Take up where one 
left off (6)
16  Illicit romance (7)
19  Open-air stalls 
selling cheap goods (4,6)
20  Trade and 
manufacture (8)
21  Rogue (5)
24  Workshop (6)
25  Leapt (6)
27  Motor racing event 
(5,4)
32  Invention (8)
33  Motto (6)
34  Bunch of flowers (7)
38  Greatly enraged (8)
39  Window screens (6)
40  Ring (4)
41  Gemstone (5)
42  Stairway (5)
45  Cast flirtatious 
looks at someone 
(4,3,4,3)
52  House of wives (5)
55  Domesticated (5)
56  Chores (4)
57  On ship (6)
58  Island in West 
Indies (8)
61  Deliberately sink (7)
62  Doubtful (6)
63  Meal cooked 
outdoors (8)
66  Debts rile (anag)(9)

68  Going to the polls (6)
69  Sea mammal (6)
73  Care for (5)
74  Consent (8)
76  She ate porridge 
without permission (10)
81  Finished (7)
82  Old coin (6)
83  Lyrical (6)
84  Roman garment (4)
85  Grow wealthy (7)
86  Job applicant’s 
documents (10)
87  Wide open (7)

DOWN
1  Shoplifter (5)
2  Flatter, pay insincere 
compliments (6,2)
3  Commands (6)
4  Elevate (5)
5  Affair of honour (4)
6  Jewellery item  (7)
7  Dwell (6)
8  Identifies (5)
10  Dry (4)
11  Dry red wine (7)
12  Develop over time 
(6)
17  New settlers (10)
18  Lying face 
downwards (5)
22  Armoured glove (8)
23  Ladle (5)
24  Small shiny 
garment decorations (7)
26  Bucket (4)
28  Got to (7)
29  One of poor 
character (3,3)

30  Prehistoric plant, 
animal remains (6)
31  Threat (6)
33  Feel (5)
35  Allocated share (5)
36  Spots (4)
37  Duplicate (4)
43  Hypnotic state (6)
44  Fabric fold (5)
46  Worshipped statue 
(4)
47  Crux (7)
48  Temporary break in 
a series (6)
49  Small group of 
trees (5)
50  Circus tumblers (8)
51  Gained by work (6)
52  MP’s courtesy title 
(10)
53  Impolite (4)
54  Interferes (7)
59  Conflict (5)
60  Broad smile (4)
64  Entice (5)
65  Vegetable (8)
67  Classes (7)
68  Settlement (7)
70  Writer (6)
71  Inflict retribution (6)
72  Peculiarity (6)
75  Red powder (5)
77  Makes the first 
move (5)
78  Jargon (5)
79  Evil monster (4)
80  Long heroic 
narrative (4)
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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 SUDOKU               26

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                 46

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement
Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 

of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  
Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 

o� er stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 

Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, 
loving the choice...

A lifestyle village in 
Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view 

by appointment
Come and experience 

the diff erence!

82 Richmond St, Thames              0800 868 5484                 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames              0800 868 5484                 www.richmondvillas.co.nz
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Refl exology can improve:
• Poor circula
 on 
• Broken sleeping 
   pa� erns
• Muscle tension
• Mental health issues
   - stress & anxiety
• Headaches, migraines  
• Sinuses SHANNON SIDDINS

021 0818 6434

Refl exologist, DIP Refl exology, A & P Level 5
@refl exologybyshannon #refl exologybyshannon

Cnr of Marshall & Hughenden Sts, PAEROA

Gi�  Certi� cates Available

Bring in your own containers to re-fill
or use our brown paper bags.

580 Pollen Street, Thames

@restorewholefoods

Now online for click & collect or delivery
North Island wide

www.re-store.co.nz

www.re-store.co.nz

Now online for click & collect 

or North Island delivery

 All your pantry essentials without the plastic
Cleaning products and personal washes for

re-fill 
Sustainable personal hygiene options

Custom made gift boxes for all occasions
Now stocking frozen organic fruit & veges

 & Premium NZ pet foods

a locally owned & operated bulk foods and household refill store
with a focus on sustainability and reducing unnecessary

packaging..

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the 
heart of Coromandel”  

558 Pollen St, Thames.  Phone 868 6105       www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames        Instagram@walter_andco

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

What is 
Bowen?

Bowen is muscle and 
connective tissue 

therapy, appropriate 
for all ages.

Pam Smith 
Registered 

Professional 
Bowtech 

Practitioner 
& Nurse

021 293 5896  •  Thames
pamjsmith.nz@gmail.com  
www.pamsmithbowen.com

How does 
it work?

Bowen encourages 
the body to 

realign/balance 
itself.

• Back Pain/Sciatica 
• Groin Pain, Pelvic Tilt & 
  Uneven Leg Length
• Digestive & Bowel 
  Problems 
• Stress & Anxiety
• Fibromyalgia 

• Respiratory Problems & 
   Hay Fever
• Earache & TMJ Problems     
• RSI, Carpal Tunnel & 
  Tennis Elbow
• Migraines & Other             
   Headaches   

• Tinnitus
• Hip, Knee, Ankle & 
  Foot Problems  
• Colic 
  (infants respond well)
• Neck & Shoulder Problems

Some of the conditions that 
often respond favourably are:

Refl exology for relaxation
Refl exology is a non-invasive therapy given 

through the feet or hands, and is a form 
of acupressure. Each session can range from 
30-60 minutes. 

Refl exologists believe the en� re body is 
mirrored in the feet or hands. Refl exology is a 
scien� fi c art based on the premise that there 
are zones and refl ex areas in the feet and 
hands pertaining to areas of the human body.

Very gentle techniques called thumb and 
fi nger walking are used, by s� mula� ng and 
seda� ng refl exes and pressure points in the 
bo� om, sides and top of the feet and hands, 
resul� ng in reduced stress which in turn caus-
es physiological changes in the body. 

Relaxa� on through refl exology helps the 
body to return to a state of balance or ho-
meostasis, where the body is able to func� on 
more effi  ciently. 

Refl exology reduces stress and improves 
circula� on which improves delivery of nutri-
ents and oxygen to all the cells of the body.
TESTIMONIALS
I used Shannon’s services for my then 4-year-
old son who was born with kidney issues. 
hannon worked on Joshua weekly and there 
was a noti ceable improvement in his overall 
well being. “Shannon is the lady with magic 
hands,” says my son. Joshua, who is now 10, 
sti ll loves their ti mes together! “Shannon is 
awesome and I love her refl exology”

- Joshua, aged 10
My regular refl exology sessions have become 
part of my weekly routi ne for my health and 
mental well being. I also see a chiropractor 
and fi nd that Refl exology compliments their 
work nicely.

- Jason, aged 51

HEALTH & WELLBEING

HEALTH & WELLBEING
Book your 

adver� sement in 
our monthly Health 

& Wellbeing page 
for six issues and 

receive a FREE
1/4-page editorial 
space to showcase 

your business
Contact Nikki today!

022 130 3885 
nikki@ valleyprofi le.co.nz

SPECIAL
OFFER!
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CALL THE EXPERTS
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WASTE REMOVAL

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

MOTORCYCLE

A ji’s
j

Igniting your taste buds

• Aji chilli and 
heritage tomato 

seeds for sale
• Aff ordable Graphic Design Service

for Business Cards, Flyers & Pamphlets 

Ph 021 100 8709 

E: aajisservices@outlook.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

HIRE CENTRE

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 ELECTRICIAN

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

WALLPAPERER

CLASSIFIEDS
Taking 

classifi eds

WEEKLY

 Call

now

022 130 3885

Wanted Public Notice Situations Vacant

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the Valley Profi le are available

for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz 

0204 0944 853

Font  ::  Times (modified)

C  100
M  25
Y   0
K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING
Motorcycles, 4 wheelers & 
side x sides. Going or not. 
Phone 027 216 6867. A1 
Motorcycles

The Valley Profi le publishes an 
arts page every 2nd month. If you 
are interested in supporting this 

page, please contact Nikki for more 
information. 

There are limited spaces available.

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

JOIN OUR ARTS PAGE

ROOFER
wanted for full time 

position.
Experience not 

necessary.
Ph Matt 

022 694 0441 
or email 

mbloor@xtra.co.nz

Family Notice
KEN JONES
Due to COVID restrictions 
we wish to advise that the 
memorial for Ken, which 
was to be held November 
21st, has been postponed 
until 2022, at a date to be 
advised.
Communications to 
kaypeejpnes@xtra.co.nz or 
Tricia 021 891 669
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THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

• Reachers 
• Sock Aids
• Walking Sticks
• Continence Products
• Bathroom & Toilet Aids

We do our best to source other products on request

DAILY LIVING PRODUCTS

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) • Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 • E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

INGREDIENTS
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 large onion, chopped finely
1 capsicum chopped (I used red)
2 cloves garlic, grated
Grated zest of 1 lemon
400g approximately organic chick-
en mince (I use Bostock’s)
350g chopped pumpkin
1 cup risotto rice (such as Arborio 
or Calasparra)
2.5 cups chicken stock (or vegeta-
ble stock)
65 grams butter, cubed
1 cup frozen peas
Half to 1 bag baby spinach
Half cup grated parmesan (plus a 
little extra for garnish)

Easy spring risotto to make your own
RECIPE

Cracked black pepper and salt to 
taste
Parsley to garnish
Lemon wedges to serve

EQUIPMENT
You will need a large oven proof 
dish that has a firm fitting lid.

METHOD
Pre-heat your oven to 180 de-
grees Celcius. 

Place olive oil in your large oven 
proof dish, and cook the onion, 
garlic, capsicum and lemon zest 
on a low to medium heat until soft 
and the onion is translucent. 

Add the chicken mince and 
break up any lumps as you cook 
and mix with the vegetables. 

Add the pumpkin and stir in for 
a few minutes before adding the 

rice, the stock and the butter. Stir 
everything gently to combine.

Put the lid on the dish, place it 
in the oven and cook for 15 min-
utes. 

Remove from the oven and add 
the frozen peas and spinach if us-
ing. 

Place the lid on again and cook 
for a further 10 minutes.

Once out of the oven let it sit for 
5 minutes or so, before adding the 
grated parmesan, a good grind of 
black pepper, and parsley.

We love it served in its dish, 
placed on a wooden board on the 
table where everyone can dig in. 

Steamed asparagus with a light 
sprinkling of parmesan also goes 
wonderfully with the flavours, as 
does a lovely loaf of garlic bread.

Enjoy!

This simple and tasty risotto is really easy to make.       Photo: SUPPLIED

This month I thought we could 
celebrate the warmer weather 
with a really easy, simple and 
tasty risotto. 

This recipe has none of the 
standing around adding a ladle of 
stock at a time – you add it all at 
once and pop it into the oven! It’s 
versatile too because if someone 
isn’t fond of pumpkin just swap it 
out for kumara or carrot. 

If peas aren’t their thing just 
make it corn kernels or chopped 
beans instead. I’m using organic 
chicken mince in this version for 
its lean protein, but even here 
you could make it another type 
of mince or just bacon, or even 
chickpeas for a vegetarian option.

There are so many ways you can 
change this recipe up to make it a 
new dish each time - I just had to 
share it so you can make it your 
own.      

   - Jaki, Savour & Spice

SPORTS

The commencement of the 
2021-22 senior grade competi-
tions for most Waikato Valley 
cricketers has been delayed 
because of Covid-19 restric-
tions, involving teams from the 
Hamilton, Te Awamutu, Otoro-
hanga and Cambridge areas. 

However, in an effort to pro-
vide games for both primary 
and secondary school teams 
outside the Alert Level 3 zone, 
re-arranged mini-competitions 
have been successfully set up 
for the pre-Christmas  part of 
the season.

The intense pre-season train-
ing sessions undertaken by the 
dedicated members of the Hau-
raki Plains College First XI is 

already producing encouraging 
results in the hastily arranged 
programme involving  Hauraki, 
Te Aroha, Matamata, and Mor-
rinsville secondary schools. 

Nihindu Wickramathunga, 
Trent Ball, Hunter Crowe, and 
Daniel Sproul have each con-
tributed  with the bat.

Sproul, Cullen Crowe, Cooper 
Green, Shane Speed and Logan 
Dodunski have had success 
with bowling opportunities as 
Hauraki has registered easy 
victories in both their matches.

RESULTS
Played at Matamata College: 
Hauraki Plains College Sen-
ior XI, 238 - Nihindu Wick-
ramathunga 107, Trent Ball 
55, Hunter Crowe 30, defeated 

Matamata College 171. Dan-
iel Sproul 3/10, Cooper Green 
2/14. Played at Morrinsville 
College: Hauraki Plains College 
89 for 3 wickets Wickramat-
hunga 30, Sproul 25, defeated 
Morrinsville College 86. Cullen 
Crowe 3/11, Shane Speed 2/3, 
Logan Dodunski 2/5.
Thames Valley Primary Schools 
Grade: Played at Centennial 
Park, Paeroa. Thames 230, 
defeated Paeroa 178. Isaiah 
Anderson 40, Malakai Ander-
son 30,   Alex Pont 20. Senior 
Sunday League: 1st round local 
derby clash at Tairua Domain:  
Tairua Mantarays 190/5 wkts  
(Sam Clark 54 not out defeated 
Tairua Stingrays 189  Hunter 
Crowe 48 not out.

- Mike Cotter

Cricket kicks off with mini competitions
CRICKET

It’s all happening at Hauraki 
Bowls Club. The club will be 

celebrating its 75th anniversary 
on December 18 this year and 
there is much to celebrate and 
be proud of. 

Our greens are in excellent 
condition and the surround-
ings are  looking a picture. A 
Business House bowls compe-
tition has been introduced and 
is proving to be very successful. 
Many of those taking part are 
already showing  good skills 
and competition is strong.

Tournaments and club days 
have been well supported with 
skills days being part of the 
programme.  Melbourne Cup 
Day provided an excuse to wear 
some finery, have a sweepstake 
and generally just have a good 
time.  Our first tournament of 
the year saw full greens and 
close competition. Thanks to 
Karl Davis and his team at Bay-
leys for their sponsorship.

Finally though,  we do have to 

end on a very sad note.  Mick 
Welch, one of our much es-
teemed Life Members, passed 
away recently.  He thoroughly 
enjoyed  bowls and was still 
playing last season.  He will be 
sorely missed by us all,  RIP 
Mick.

Results in Thames Valley 
events are another reason for a 
small club like ours to celebrate 
at this early stage of the season.
RESULTS: 
Pat Ridings, Runner-up Jun-
ior Women’s Open Singles; 
Ruth Hitchcock and Pat Rid-
ings, Winners Women’s 
Open Pairs; Men’s Interclub 
B grade Winners Hauraki; 
Women’s Interclub B grade                                                          
3rd Hauraki; Colin Demler and 
Vivian dela Cruz (Kerepehi) 
3rd 2x4x2; Andy Mc Cowatt 
and Mike Proctor (kerepehi) 
3rd= Men’s Junior Open Pairs, 
Junior Rep Team  Women Pat 
Ridings; Junior Rep Team Men                                                                   
Andy Mc Cowatt, Premier 
Women’s  Squad Ruth Hitch-
cock.  - Ruth Hitchcock

Hauraki Bowls gears 
up for 75th anniversary

BOWLS

Hauraki Bowls Thames Valley Interclub B grade Winners. 

Members enjoy Melbourne Cup celebrations.     Photos: SUPPLIED
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Tel: 07 8687892 
Mob: 027 314 1577

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
www.valleyeducation.co.nz

FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES

Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 

TE MAHI - Upskill.
Learn to earn

To all fridge door swingers, couch 
surfers and screen queens who 
have dreamt of fi xing the world 

and starting a revolution but can’t 
start a lawn mower, we can pave 

the way to your next job.
Our FREE 15 week course is a 

Level 3 programme giving you confi dence with all kinds 
of machinery - chainsaws, quad & motorbikes, 

fencing & infrastructure.
Call now to check your eligibility

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

A different Christmas thank you 
Each year, we hold a dinner function to thank our predominantly
volunteer staff for all of their hard work and contributions they
provide to their community through the year. With the uncertainites
of planning in a covid environment, we have had to cancel this years
dinner. We have asked our department heads to look at other ways
ffor us to reward our unpaid staff, and honour our frontline
Ambulance staff.

Thank you to our Featured sponsors:
A shout-out this month to:
 • Hauraki Tyres who visit the station and undertake free 
weekly tyre checks on our health shuttle vehicles
 • Smart Environmental who help us with the collection of our
bins and who bins and who give time off for one of their staff to train and 
volunteer on our ambulances
 • Coromandel FM for their free air-time and publiciity 
 • Thames Auto Electrical for their discounts and for prioritising
of our needs to keep our  eet down-time minimal.   

St John - local people serving the needs of, and working
hand in hand with, our community.

TTo  nd out information about how you can work with St John
or contribute, please call Nikki on:

(07) 868 0555 or email nikki.tyrrell-baxter@stjohn.org.nz

St John Thames

Fundraiser shows heart of Valley rugby team
The winning jerseys auctioned 

off the back of a “polished” 
performance of Heartland rugby 
raked in $28,000 for a special 
school in a small town commu-
nity. 

It’s a showcase of goodwill 
and good sporting culture, with 
benefits found not only within 
the school, but within the rugby 
squad as well.

Thames Valley Swampfoxes 
co-captain Ben Bonnar has seen 
a shift in the side since it teamed 
up with Goldfields Special 
School in Paeroa four years ago.

Over that time, the team 
has raised more than $70,000 
through a rugby jersey auction, 
designed with input by the stu-
dents at Goldfields. 

The jerseys are worn by the 
players during a charity match - 
this year, between King Country 
on October 30 - and auctioned 
off after the whistle blows.

Off the back of a seven game 
winning streak, the auction 
raised more than $28,000.

“You have in your mind that 
every year you do it, maybe the 
appeal might be less and less, 
but I thought the jerseys looked 
absolutely fantastic this year, 
and when you’re playing well, 
and with it being such a good 
cause, people get behind it re-
gardless,” scrum half Bonnar 
told The Profile.

The years-long partnership 
between the school and the 
rugby team started back in 2017, 
when the Swampfoxes were en-
couraged to get behind a good 
cause by mental skills coach Da-

vid Galbraith. Since then, Bon-
nar has seen the team go from 
strength to strength.

“In 2016, it was my first year 
with Thames Valley, and we 
didn’t win a single game that 
year.

“[Coach] Matt Bartleet con-
vinced me to stay on, and I’ve 
seen a change from abysmal 
rugby to a really incredible team 
that is now probably one of the 
dominant forces of the Heart-
land competition.”

Bonnar said 2017 was a “mas-
sive turnaround” for Valley rug-
by as a whole, in terms of where 
the team was at with its perfor-

mances, as well as how it was 
viewed as a rugby union. 

“It took a massive change 
through the coaches we still have, 
Matt Bartleet, who was head 
coach at that stage, to change the 
perspective of players and people 
outside the group on how Valley 
rugby was perceived. 

“The first thing we needed to 
change was our culture within 
the team, as well as what we were 
trying to achieve,” he said.

The squad worked on creating 
“better men” - with Bonnar ex-
plaining that players had to be “a 
good bugger” to make the team, 
first and foremost.

“Now that’s developed into 
what we call the ‘Swampfox 
Man’.. and that is a man who 
shows attributes such as caring 
for others, being a better person, 
and making sure they put time 
into other people in our commu-
nity.”

Goldfields principal Cameron 
McKenzie said the bond the 
school and squad shared helped 
the latter maintain its “good 
men” ethos.

“It shows that there’s more to 
life than rugby, and that [play-
ers] need to stay grounded, and 
being around students at Gold-
fields keeps them grounded,” he 

said. “They could get caught up 
in their own hype being a repre-
sentative rugby team, but it gives 
them someone to play for that is 
not as fortunate as they are.”  

Matua McKenzie said the 
school was very appreciative of 
the money raised; however, hav-
ing a solid relationship with the 
Swampfoxes was the most im-
portant thing.

“We’re more impressed that 
they want to engage with us. Our 
students love them being around 
because they are good role mod-
els, and you can see the players 
like being around the students 
too.”

By KELLEY TANTAU

LEFT: Ben Bonnar and Todd Doolan 
with their fundraising jerseys. 
ABOVE: A special moment for the 
ball boy Elijah Barrett from Goldfields 
School and his Dad Josh at the charity 
match. Photos: JAKOB ANDREW


