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Paeroa’s main streets deemed earthquake risk, P5

A local boat building busi-
ness has launched their 

tenth and most expensive boat 
to date. 

The multi-million dollar 
catamaran, Omahu, set sail 
on November 24 from Kōpū 
to Coromandel where its new 
Auckland owners enjoyed an 
afternoon fi shing and scallop 
diving before heading to its 
new berth in the City of Sails 

the next day.  
Omahu, a Roger Hill dis-

placement catamaran, is the 
result of just over two years’ 
work by Pipiroa boat building 
business Lifestyle Yachts, with 
the help of up to 15 local busi-
nesses.

Lifestyle Yachts director Aar-
on Beattie, who’s built boats in 
Pipiroa for 16 of his 32 years in 
the trade, said Omahu came up 
“really nice” with everything 
the owners could possibly need 

for long periods away. 
It came with on board air 

conditioning, dive compresses, 
a washing machine, a full gal-
ley, barbeque, two showers and 
two toilets, he said. 

It also holds 5000 litres of 
fuel and 700 litres of water, 
and its onboard water maker 
can make 200 litres of fresh 
water per hour from sea water.

The catamaran is also 
equipped with electroni-
cally controlled double 400 hp 

Yamaha motors, allowing it to 
cruise at 17 knots and reach 
top speeds of 26 knots. 

Kōpū’s Stainless Specialist 
Installations director John 
Liddall said it was great to be 
apart of Omahu’s challenging 
construction and was “pretty 
proud” of the end result.

Originally from Auckland, 
Mr Beattie said the advantages 
of his Pipiroa workshop was 
the open space and the free-
dom from the rat race. 

“We don’t have the high 
rents that a lot of these guys 
are having to charge in Auck-
land or Tauranga which keeps 
the price of the boats down a 
wee bit,” he said.

“We’re in talks with a couple 
of other people interested in us 
building them luxury vessels.”

Lifestyle Yachts launched 
their last boat Affi  nity three 
years ago, which went to Tonga 
to repair one of their trimarans 
damaged in Cyclone Gita.

By GORDON PREECE
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Omahu sets sail

Pipiroa boat builder Aaron Bea�  e at the launch of the 
mul� -million dollar Omahu.    Photo: GORDON PREECE
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
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Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 07
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 

in The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/
txt 027 396 2459 with your full 
name, the business name and page 
number of the ad by the following 
Monday to go in the draw to WIN 
a car valet from Thames Autos 
worth $150! The prize is drawn at 
the end of each month.

BESPOKE FLOOR TO
CEILING ADVICE

 CONTACT US

Dee & Pippa
027 747 7000

pippa@floorsolutions.co.nz 
www.floorsolutions.co.nz

CARPET WOODVINYL MOBILE

SEE MORE AT   
www.readbros.co.nz 

308 Pollen St, Thames 
07 868 6608

COME SEE US for the 
Latest in Diving 

 Essentials.
Also stockist of quality 

Marine & Camping  
products!

Is your gear  
up to scratch?

Plains obtains info funding
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Up to three businesses in 
the Hauraki Plains could 

receive $5000 each from the 
district council in return for 
providing visitor information 
services.

Hauraki District Council re-
solved to finance the imple-
mentation at its November 24 
meeting, marking the first time 
the council has funded infor-
mation services in the Plains 
ward.

However, no decision was 
made about which businesses 
would receive the funds.

Currently, the Glory Compa-
ny cafe in Ngatea provides an 
information service to the pub-
lic in collaboration with Visitor 
Point, a national distributor of 
travel information, but it does 
not receive funding from coun-
cil to do this. 

Under the new set up, coun-
cil would support working to-
gether with Visitor Point and 
Destination Coromandel to 
provide the information stands 
and artwork at three locations 
around the Hauraki Plains. 

A letter of agreement would 
be established with each fund-
ed business, with the busi-
nesses having KPI’s they would 
need to fulfill. 

Another option was the pos-
sibility of creating a pop-up 
stand at popular tourist desti-
nations, such as at Blueberry 
Country in Ngatea or along the 
Hauraki Rail Trail.

Plains councillor Ray Broad 
said the pop-up had merit, but 
he was concerned about the 
timing of the project. 

According to a council re-
port, the pop-up would require 
“a significant amount of prepa-
ration” and might not be up 
and running until late summer 
2022, if at all that season. 

There might also be a limited 
number of people using the 
pop-up service in a Covid-19 
environment. 

Paeroa councillor Jo Tilsley 
preferred the pop-up option, 
calling it “dynamic”.

“Because the Plains doesn’t 
have an information centre per 
say, we can provide something 
a little bit special,” she said.

“We can also be proactive 
about where we put the pop-
up, except that it might not 
happen this summer, but that’s 
probably okay. 

“I think people have already 
got their summers planned.”

Under council’s Long Term 
Plan, $20,000 in funding was 
allocated for information ser-
vices in the Plains ward.

While the pop-up option 
had the potential to go $2900 
over budget in its first year, the 
option to provide funding to 
three businesses came in under 
budget. 

Mayor Toby Adams said 
while he did like the pop-up 
idea, it was something that 
could be implemented across 
the district at a later stage.

The motion to fund the busi-
nesses was passed, but with two 
Plains councillors, Ross Harris 
and Phillip Buckthought voting 
against it.

Water supply 
in trouble
Three years of lower than aver-
age rainfall is threatening the 
Hauraki Plains water supply 
over the summer period.

Hauraki District Council 
group manager service deliv-
ery Adrian de Laborde said  
drought impacted the district’s  
reservoirs.

“We have less water than we 
should at this time of year,” he 
said. “We are on track for the 
lowest annual rainfall since 
1993, even lower than the last 
two years.”

During times of low water 
demand, the Kerepēhi plant 
has enough water to supply the 
Plains, but during times of in-
creased use, both the Kerepēhi 
and Waitakaruru water treat-
ment plants are needed.

The two consented water 
sources used for the Waita-
karuru plant, the Mangatarata 
Stream and a former quarry 
pit filled by the Waitakaruru 
Stream, situated on Steen 
Road, Mangatarata, are both 
lower than average. 

During increased summer 
demand, this could lead to the 
Quarry Reservoir running out 
of water, council said.

“We are now looking at ways 
we can save water district 
wide,” Mr de Laborde said.

“We need farmers to check 
their water lines and troughs 
for leaks, we need our residen-
tial properties to let us know of 
issues like pooling of water on 
footpaths. We need to work to-
gether if we are going to make 
it through the summer with 
enough water.”

Glory Company Cafe currently provides an information service for the Plains.
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THE EXPERTS 
IN SLEEP

Dream 
Season.

And very merry Sleepyhead savings.

50%
off.

Contactless

*O�er valid to 25.12.21 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er. See in-store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors or misprints. 30 day Comfort Guarantee Ts and Cs apply.

BedsRus Store Name    VISIT Street Address 

TALK Phone Number     DREAM bedsrus.co.nz

Comfort GuaranteeProudly Local Warranty

205 ������ ��, ������ 

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
PH 07 868 6128

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors, 

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565  Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Retired nurses answer Covid call to action
A retired nurse who put up 

her hand to help vaccinate 
the Thames-Coromandel pop-
ulation has been watching the 
district’s vax rates rise. 

For Pam Smith, seeing the 
figures increase has made her 
feel “very proud” as the district 
worked to curb the spread of 
Covid-19. 

Pam is part of the Te Ko-
rowai Hauora o Hauraki team 
of vaccinators who have been 
travelling around the district 
providing hard-to-reach com-
munities with an opportunity 
to get their Covid-19 Pfizer vac-
cination. 

She retired from the industry 
seven years ago, but rolled up 
her sleeves when the Waikato 
District Health Board called 
for experienced hands to ad-
minister vaccines in the region.

“I just wanted to do some-
thing to support the vaccina-
tion drive,” she told The Pro-
file. 

“It’s nice to be able to reflect 
back on your work day and feel 
satisfied that you’ve helped in 
some way.” 

Pam is a Bowen Therapy 
practitioner in the Thames-Co-
romandel. Bowen is a form of 
bodywork that aims to reduce 
pain by stimulating the nerv-
ous system. She’s been juggling 
her work with administering 
vaccinations and said it had 
been a “privilege to be part of 
this ongoing process”.

“Being part of a team has 
been really special for me,” she 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

said. “What has been reinforced 
is that teamwork and respect is 
paramount.” 

As at November 26, the Wai-
kato DHB, which includes 
Thames Valley,   had 90.28 per 
cent of its population receive 
their first dose vaccination. 
However, 28,622 doses were 
still needed to reach 90 per cent 
fully vaccinated. 

The Thames-Coromandel 
district was 2726 doses away 
from reaching 90 per cent fully 
vaccinated; while the Hauraki 
district needed 2678 doses.

Janet Leonard was in Paeroa 
last week administering first 

and second jabs at a pop-up 
vaccination site at McDonald’s.

She too is a retired nurse who 
answered the call of duty when 
approached.

“I thought, well, I can do 
something useful. I could sit at 
home and read a book but that’s 
not actually saving the world.” 

Both Janet and Pam said ad-
ministering injections was “el-
ementary” for them - with the 
process over and done within 
seconds. 

Back in September, Unichem 
Thames owner and pharmacist 
Anas Wadood told The Pro-
file that when the pharmacy 

started its vaccination roll-out 
on August 2, it initially “took 
off”, with many people coming 
in to get their first and second 
Covid-19 jabs. He only had one 
person get cold feet. 

“I’ve personally only had one 
patient who got into the room, 
was ready to get vaccinated, but 
then saw the needle and decid-
ed not to.

“That was absolutely his 
choice, and I just said to him 
that if he changed his mind 
at any time, we’d be happy to 
book him again.” 

Mr Wadood understood peo-
ple did have phobias of needles 

- even minor fears which saw 
them tense up or look away 
from the oncoming injection. 

He said the Pfizer vaccine 
needle was “a little bit” longer 
than, for example, the flu vac-
cine; however, the deed itself 
only lasted a few seconds and 
came with a myriad of benefits. 

“Getting vaccinated is an im-
portant step to take, especially 
nowadays, and if you look at 
the bigger picture, there are 
more benefits to getting it.”

Pam Smith, left, says watching the district’s vax rates rise makes her feel proud of the community. RIGHT: Janet Leonard helps out 
administering the Covid-19 vaccine to patients at a pop-up vaccination site at McDonald’s in Paeroa.    Photos: KELLEY TANTAU
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GBD providing a standard of hospitality that dates all the way back to 1869

Book your Christmas function now !!!

Don’t know what to get that special someone who has everything? 

Give them a voucher

Serving lunches & dinner in a 
family friendly environment from 

12pm - 8.30pm Tue-Sun. Closed Mon
Breakfast on Saturday from 8.30am

700 Pollen St, Thames
Phone 868 6008

E: gbd@thejunction.net.nz
W:thejunction.net.nz

GrahamstownBarAndDiner

A group of Santa’s helpers will 
once again be doing what it 

takes to distribute Christmas 
presents to children in need - 
they even provide the batteries.

The Paeroa Baptist Church is 
organising the Christmas Toy 
Appeal, with residents asked to 
drop unwrapped gifts under a 
tree in the Paeroa Information 
Hub. 

Appeal co-ordinator Glenys 
Lewis told The Profile around 
180-190 gifts could be expected 
to be donated this year, a gener-
ous target after what had been 
an “uncertain” 12 months.

“I believe that this year the 
need is even greater to be able to 
bring joy to families in our area 

in this small way,” she 
said.

“It has been a year of 
anxiety and uncertain-
ty for many children 
and I would like to think that 
by continuing to support fami-
lies through this appeal, that in 
some small way we are able to 
alleviate some of the heartache 
of the past year.”

A dedicated team of Santa’s 
helpers will be wrapping the pre-
sents on December 9, before the 
gifts get distributed to around 
20 organisations, who supply 
the volunteers with names and 
ages of the young recipients.

Ordinarily, gifts are given to 
children aged between 0 to 12 
years, however, Glenys said if 
organisers are told of a family in 
need, presents could also be dis-

tributed to older mem-
bers of the whānau.

“I think that all chil-
dren should be able to 
unpack something and 

have something for themselves 
on Christmas,” Glenys said.

“I think they deserve to have 
something they can play with 
straight away. 

“We supply the batteries and 
we’ve got people checking things 
over to see if they work, and if 
they don’t, we don’t put it in.” 
DETAILS: Donated gifts are to be 
new, near new, or in excellent con-
dition, and donations of wrapping 
paper and tape are also grate-
fully accepted. Drop-off is at the 
Paeroa Info Hub, in the old post of-
fice building in the centre of town. 
Place unwrapped gifts under the 
Christmas tree by December 7.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Lois Waugh and Jeanne McNair volunteered at last year’s toy appeal, to be held again this year.           File photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Toy appeal to provide much-needed cheer

Cakes were flying off the ta-
bles at the Women’s League 

of Ngatea’s St Paschal Church 
cake stall and Christmas raffle 
last week.

The annual event held on 
the last Friday in November 
outside Ngatea Prime Meats 
has been going for as long as 
the women can remember and 
was always a “big hit with the 
locals”.

Hauraki Plains Catholic 
Women’s League president Kay 
Brydon said the event raised 
funds to support ten different 
women’s health related chari-
ties and organisations, with 
Ngatea’s main supporter being 
a mission in Niue.

“Sister Siena is the head lady 
in charge and we try and con-
tribute to her up to four times 
a year and she’s always abso-

lutely grateful,” she said. 
“We’ve also recently sent off 

some goodies to her from the 
community who did clean outs 
during the lockdown.”  

St Paschal Church Women’s 
League (CWL), which has 13 
members, also strongly sup-
ports Giana’s Choice, a house in 
Pukekohe for young pregnant 
women with nowhere to stay. 

Friday’s event raised around 
$1500, an increase from last 
year’s $900 effort.

“It was a huge surprise and 
success,” Mrs Brydon said.

“I want to thank all the com-
munity for their support each 
year. It’s just fantastic and I 
look forward to our next one.”

Colleen Jordan of Ngatea, 
who’s been a member of CWL 
for 61 years, won the Christmas 
cake raffle and Dot Chipman, 
of Mangatangi, won the Christ-
mas dinner raffle.

By GORDON PREECE

Cake fundraiser success

Volunteers at Ngatea’s St Paschal Church Women’s League’s busy stall 
last week.            Photo: GORDON PREECE



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     December 01, 2021, THE VALLEY PROFILE 05

w

����

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2003 Holden Rodeo
V6, 5 Spd, 4WD, Petro;, Double Cab

$14,990
Just

2016 Kia Rio
1.4 Auto, One Owner, 

36 kms, Like New

$15,990

2013 Ford Mondeo
Auto, Diesel, Alloys, Etc,
Great Value Buy

$8,990

2013 Ford Mondeo
2.3 Ltr Auto, Good 
Kms, Immaculate 
Condition

$9,990

$13,990

2012 Volvo V5 S/Wag
2.0 Ltr Auto, Low 
Kms, New Shape

$22,990

2014 Sangyong Actyon
5 Spd Turbo Diesel, 

4WD, 
Low 73 km

$9,990

2014 Nissan Pulsar
Auto, NZ New, Towbar,  

Alloys, Late Model

Value

$9,990

2010 Subaru Impreza
2.0 Ltr Auto, 
Alloys,Body Kit, 
Well Serviced

Only

Paeroa’s main streets have 
been deemed a risk to the 

public amid fears pedestrians 
may be crushed by unreinforced 
masonry in an earthquake.

In an extraordinary meeting 
held on November 23, Hau-
raki District Council named 
four streets in Paeroa’s central 
business district as “busy thor-
oughfares” un-
der the national 
e a r t h q u a k e -
prone building 
system intro-
duced in 2017 by 
the Ministry for 
Business, Inno-
vation and Em-
ployment.

This means 
those streets ex-
perience high 
foot traffic and are consid-
ered an “at risk location” in an 
earthquake. Council’s decision 
means owners of potentially 
earthquake-prone buildings on 
Belmont and Normanby Roads 
and Mackay and Wharf Streets 
will be informed by council by 
July next year of their obliga-
tions under the Building Act.

Building owners will then 
have one year to provide engi-
neering assessments of their 
building to council, who will 
then determine whether their 
building is earthquake-prone.

Because the Hauraki district 

has been categorised as a me-
dium seismic area, earthquake-
prone building owners will then 
have 12.5 years to earthquake-
proof their building or vacate or 
demolish it.

The Profile earlier report-
ed the Paeroa RSA needed to 
raise an estimated $1 million to 
earthquake-proof their 95-year-
old Wharf St building.

An earthquake-prone build-
ing notice was is-
sued by Hauraki 
District Council 
to Paeroa RSA in 
September last 
year requiring 
them to earth-
quake strength-
en the building 
by 2032 or they 
would need to 
vacate. 

P r e s i d e n t 
John Hallett, who’s held the 
position for three years, said 
the building was an iconic part 
of Paeroa and couldn’t be de-
molished because of its heritage 
status.

In a statement, Mayor Toby 
Adams said making it a priority 
to earthquake proof buildings in 
busy areas sooner rather than 
later could be lifesaving. 

“After the earthquakes in 
Canterbury in 2010-2011, and 
most recently in Melbourne, 
we’ve witnessed the risk vul-
nerable unreinforced masonry 
buildings pose to public safety 

Pedestrians ‘at risk’ in busy Paeroa streets
By GORDON PREECE

and property during a moderate 
earthquake,” he said.

Before council classified the 
four Paeroa streets as “busy 
thoroughfares” they asked for 
public feedback which took 
place during the month of Oc-
tober. 

Eight of 13 respondents op-
posed Council’s proposal, say-
ing it would cost too much for 
building owners to earthquake-
proof their buildings and cause 
“mental stress on top of the 
Covid stress they are all suffer-

ing from”, the council report 
said.

In a written submission, War-
rick Buchanan, of Paeroa Farm 
Services, said the council not 
publicly listing the already iden-
tified earthquake-prone build-
ings in Paeroa caused concern 
and brought into question coun-
cil’s assessment. He also said it 
was disappointing that building 
owners didn’t have enough time 
to be consulted.

The council report said under 
the earthquake-prone building 

system, all territorial authori-
ties must assess all relevant 
buildings in their district to 
determine if they’re potentially 
earthquake-prone. 

They then state the consulta-
tion process for busy thorough-
fares only relates to unrein-
forced masonry buildings. 

Council also ruled Waihī’s 
Seddon and Rosemont Streets 
to be busy thoroughfares at 
the November 23 meeting, but 
there were no unreinforced ma-
sonry buildings  in Ngatea.

“After the earth-
quakes in Canterbury... 

we’ve witnessed the 
risk vulnerable unrein-
forced masonry build-

ings pose to public 
safety.”

- Toby Adams

Unreinforced masonry buildings on Paeroa’s central business district have been deemed an earthquake risk.
File photo: TERESA RAMSEY
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Want a great work life balance where you can continue to generate great
returns and still have time for fishing or that golf game? Or maybe you
just want to see the money going into your bank account every week,
even when you are on holiday?

Looking for a Lifestyle change?

Just Cabins Hauraki is now 
available for an astute buyer to 
take advantage of a business 
that has a huge demand that is 
increasing every year.

You will be investing in a turnkey 
business that is already up and 
running and generating a regular 
monthly income.

There is no other business that 
really gives you the opportunity 
to earn regular recurring income 
while maintaining a great lifestyle.

For more information contact

There is no other business that 
really gives you the opportunity 
to earn regular recurring income 
while maintaining a great lifestyle.

100%
LOCALLY 
OWNED &
OPERATED

To find out more about this business, email us at sales@justcabins.co.nz
or check out our website at justcabins.co.nz/franchisee for more details.

BUSINESS FOR SALE
A R B U R Y ’ S

Now agents for 
Muirs Dry Cleaners

8.30am - 5.00pm
Monday - Friday

Saturday 8.30 to 12.30

572 Pollen St, Thames
Phone 868 6327

Est. 1923

MENSWEAR - LADIESWEAR

Ngatea 
touch 
takes off 
The Ngatea Touch 

Module has been 
held every Tuesday 
night since October at 
Hugh Hayward Do-
main. Around 34 adult 
teams and 26 primary 
teams have taken part, 
with the primary fi nals 
held next week. MARK 
BROWN from One of a 
Kind Photography took 
these stellar shots!

Braxton Green gets in a good run for the Mangatangi Magic. Devon Shirley, right, sidesteps an Underdogs player.

Eli Dovey evades a touch from Tommi Bjerring. Te Rangi Morehu-Rapana runs away with the ball.

Samantha Hana, le� , plants the ball for Last Minute.

SPORTS

HPC Elite team member Tiare Ballan� ne has fun evading the opposi� on.                      Photos: MARK BROWN/ONE OF A KIND PHOTOGRAPHY
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

ALL VEHICLES REDUCED. MUST GO. ACT NOW!
Call in and discuss a deal. Terms & trade ins.

Every vehicle 

must go
Every vehicle must go

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE

2005 TOYOTA EST $5,995
5 door Hatch, 1500cc Auto. All extras, In silver,
Exceptional Condition

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA $6,995
158,000kms, 2360cc Auto, All extras, in gold,   $5,995
7 seats, Best Available

2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras

1994 TOYOTA SPRINTER COUPE TRUENO $3,295
1600cc Auto, CD, C Lock, In red, Top condition   $2,995

2008 NISSAN TILDA 5DR HATCHBACK $7,995
79,000kms, 1500cc Auto, All extras, Original

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995

1999 NISSAN CEFIRO $4,495
2500cc Auto, 124,000kms, All extras BEST $3,995

2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New

1997 NISSAN PULSAR RV $2,975
1500cc Auto, In good tidy condition  $2,745

1996 NISSAN PRIMERA $2,995
1800cc Auto, CD, Air, 140,000kms, Met. Blue,
Top Condition

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,295
4x4 Auto, 5 Door S/Wagon, 7 Seater $1,995

1995 HONDA ODYSSEY $2,895
4WD, 7 Seater, NZ New, 2500cc Auto, CD,
Electrics, Up in kms, VALUE

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 4DR SEDAN $2,850
1600cc, 5 speed, Up in kms, Very tidy,  $2,500
drives well

2000 HONDA CIVIC $2,695
1600cc, Auto, 4 Door, CD, Mags $2,200

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags,  $2,995
S/wagon, Electrics, VALUE

1996 MITSUBISHI RVR $3,500
Tow Bar, Power Steering, VALUE  $2,995

1991 MITSUBISHI LANCER GLX $2,500
1500cc Auto, 154,000kms, CD, Mags $2,200

2001 MITSUBISHI MIRAGE DINGO $2,995
5 Door S/Wagon, Towbar, CD, Mags $2,650

2002 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE $3,400
2500cc Auto, 185,000kms, Spoiler, All extras $2,995

2005 MITSUBISHI LANCER $2,795
4 door, 2000cc Auto, Very tidy, Up in kms $2,500

2008 HOLDEN VIVA   VALUE $7,995
5 Door Hatch, 1800cc Auto, All extras, 115,000kms, One 
local lady owner. You won’t believe the condition through-
out. In Metallic Orange

2007 HOLDEN COMMODORE OMEGA  $7,995
3564cc V6 Auto, 173,500kms, Every extra,  $6,995
Most original, Best available, VALUE PLUS
 
1999 HOLDEN VECTRA $2,250
2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF, $1,995
Original condition

1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCLAIM $4,500
3.8L Auto $3,995

1997 FORD FOCUS S/W   $5,995

Diesel, 1800cc 5 speed, All extras,  VALUE $5,225
Met Blue

1997 FORD LASER A CLASSIC DREAM

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate    $3,000 
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore

1997 FORD MONDEO 4 DR, VERY TIDY
Has wiring problems, 
suit auto electrician REASONABLE OFFERS
1999 FORD FALCON AU FUTURA
4000cc Inj, Mags, Elects, Duel Hand Controls, 
WoF on hold, Paint & rust repairs REASONABLE OFFERS
12001 MERCEDES-BENZ AVANT GARDE 
5 door hatch, Auto, 161,000kms,
New WoF & rego REASONABLE OFFERS

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, Good Value

1990 FORD LASER GL 2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

 $2,995

5 Door Hatch, 1600cc Auto, 141,000 kms 2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

$6,500BEST

SPORTS
The future looks bright for Thames Valley Rugby

Richard Foster admits be-
ing more of a soccer player 

than rugby player – and for one 
game he counted himself lucky 
the ball never made its way out 
to him on the wing.

But now, it’s rugby all the way 
for Richard, who has just been 
appointed the 
new acting gen-
eral manager of 
the Thames Valley 
Rugby Union.

This season caps 
a successful first 
term at the helm 
for Richard, who 
took over at the 
start of the Valley’s 
Heartland campaign.

Richard was born in Te Awa-
mutu in 1958 – New Zealand 
born and Yorkshire bred ac-
cording to his father. In his 20s 
he was in Auckland graduating 
with a Bachelor of Arts. 

He loved his sport too - but it 
wasn’t until he was fitted with 
contact lenses in 1981 that he 
was able to get a clear view of 
the field.

“I am more of a soccer player 
than I am a rugby player. But I 
do enjoy playing rugby,” he said.

He would play rugby on Sat-
urdays then football on Sundays 
– but before the contact lenses 
he tried one game on the wing 
and “could not see a thing”.

He and his young fam-
ily moved from Auckland to 
Thames in 2005 and was asked 

to help out with the Thames 
Valley Rugby team as an enthu-
siastic supporter of the team.

Thames Rugby & Sports Club 
president Steve Gooder suggest-
ed he should go on the Thames 
Valley Rugby Board, and in 
2014, he ran and was elected 
to the board and has since been 
the on the board directors for 
the Thames Valley Rugby Foot-

ball Union.
When the un-

ion was looking 
for a new general 
manager before 
the Valley season 
began this year, 
Richard agreed to 
step in for the sea-
son.

“The [Heart-
land] coaching staff: Joe Mur-
ray, David Harrison, Matt 
Bartlett and Matt Rolston, 
have brought a degree of pro-
fessionalism and the team has 
responded to this good leader-
ship.”

Richard said he believed this 
leadership had improved the 
calibre of the Heartland team 
standings and created a “boost 
for rugby in the Thames Valley 
Region”.

“The guys who used to always 
be beaten up are now winning. 
It’s so good.”

Richard has noticed the team 
atmosphere changed as they 
“believed in not only them-
selves, but their comrades”. 

The Swampfoxes recently 
made the Heartland champion-
ship final against South Canter-

By KATE DURIE
Wintec Journalism Student

“The guys who 
used to always 

be beaten up are 
now winning. It’s 

so good.”
- Richard Foster

Richard Foster is standing in as TVRFU general manager for the season.                  Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

bury for the Meads Cup, a pres-
tigious trophy named after Sir 
Colin Meads.

The Swampfoxes had an extra 
incentive to win back the cup - 
in 2018, the teams clashed in 
the final, also held in Timaru, 
beating South Canterbury 17-12.

This season, Thames Val-
ley unfortunately lost 35-16 to 
South Canterbury, who had 
their first-ever win of the cup. 

“The future’s looking good for 
the Heartland team, with the 
emergence of upcoming play-
ers and with the kids running 
around playing ripper rugby,” 
Richard said.

Thames Valley Rugby is also 

opening its doors to all women 
in the region wanting to play, 
he said, with the women’s team 
recently playing three sevens 
matches against Whanganui at 
Waihi Athletic on November 20. 

Thames Valley women’s rugby 
coach Scott Day said the talent-
ed young women, aged between 
17-33 years, were finally able to 
get on the pitch after missing 
out on most of their season, due 
to losing players to lockdowns.

“We are wanting to continue 
to build on what’s been done so 
far, so talk to your friends, work 
colleagues, sister and family to 
join.”

Thames Valley Rugby is want-

ing to start up a fresh, new cul-
ture of women’s rugby within 
the valley, he said.

Richard and the rugby union 
have also been involved in liais-
ing with the Bay of Plenty Poly-
technic for Cert4Rugby, which 
is an NZQA course for school 
leavers and players who are in-
terested in pursuing a career 
in rugby, but also interested in 
learning a trade. 

This course is available to 
them to gain any trade they 
choose while playing. 

For more information, go to: 
www.thamesvalleyswampfoxes.
co.nz, or women’s rugby, con-
tact Scott, Ph: 027 281 5270.
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 Certificate in Health and Wellbeing  

Duration: 12 Months 
Students can gain a wide range of transferable 
skills to support the health and wellbeing  
of others and will select from one of  
two strands:

• Mental health and addiction 
support, or

• Social services.

 Info session 

When 
Wednesday 8 December 2021 
1:30-3:30pm
Where 
Thames Regional Campus  
414 Queen Street
Visit www.wintec.ac.nz/events  
to register.
*This course is offered for free under the  
Targeted Trades and Apprenticeship Fund.

  Study Health for FREE*  

  in Thames 2022 

0800 2 Wintec ext 3538
www.wintec.ac.nz/regional

  Attend our info session to find out how you can become a  

  care worker, starting February 2022. 

Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz                  Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea o�ce every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on pro�t and wealth development

For an appointment with 
Ann - Ph 029 277 1964

Late night
Tuesday and Saturday 

by appointment
39 Orchard West Rd 

Ngatea
 Ph 07 8677 990

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Plum cake disappearance puzzles 

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

1881
The good people of Paeroa 

were in a state of excite-
ment over the disappearance 
of a plum cake intended for a 
school feast. Several residents 
had busied themselves in sup-
plying edibles for the young 
people’s enjoyment, and the 
cake, which had cost more time 
and attention than the rest, was 
set aside for the adults who had 
prepared the festivities. When it 
was found to have disappeared 
altogether cries of “Who stole 
the cake?”  reverberated around 
Paeroa. 

At Puriri, the Ehrenfried 
brothers were about to build 
a large and commodious ho-
tel.  The greater portion of the 
timber was on the ground and 
a gang of men were busy dig-
ging a roomy cellar. The hotel, 
when completed, would contain 
fourteen rooms.  Also at Puriri 
Edward Gallagher had laid on a 
line of omnibuses from Thames 
to Hikutaia. Mr Gallagher had, 
despite the bad state of the 
roads, kept up weekly commu-
nication by his drays with Puriri, 

Sketches of Paeroa.                         Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

and when the fine weather set in 
he would lay on lighter carriages. 

A traveller riding around the 
Thames Coast had much to say 
on the condition of the road. Af-
ter leaving Tararu it swept boldly 
round the bluff known as Rocky 
Point. This portion was only 
one dray wide. The grade, how-
ever, was good, enabling riders 
to spin along at a round trot, 
occasionally dismounting and 
walking over the round beach 
stones which, being inclined 
to roll had to be trod on gently. 
The dray road degenerated into 
a horse track rounding the steep 
bluffs, where narrow sidling 
tracks were cut.  The Puru and 
Waiomo creeks had old single 
log bridges which were a great 
advantage for foot passengers 
but good substantial bridges 
were needed as a large amount 
of land had been settled in the 
Puru valley.  After one and a half 
hours ride Tapu was reached, 
the worst part of the road this 
far being the cuttings round the 
bluff, between the Whalebone 
Creek and Tapu, where the track 

was very narrow and a danger to 
horsemen, the hard rock being 
bare and slippery.  The inside 
wall was perpendicular and the 
outside nearly sheer down to the 
beach, which was wild and rocky 
- a tumble would result in the 
certain destruction of man and 
horse. Tapu had two hotels, kept 
respectively by Hosts Hawkes 
and Jacobs, and a peculiar pop-
ulation made up mostly of chil-
dren.

At Thames, the police caught 
a ‘tartar’ but encountered some 
difficulty in detaining him.  The 
young man was observed amus-
ing himself by battering fireplugs 
in Pollen St. He was arrested but 
succeeded in eluding the officer 
in charge, and an exciting chase 
ensued. The culprit had the best 
of it for some time, the officer not 
being in form for running. The 
officer called upon an onlooker 
to “Stop him, stop him!” but re-
ceived the reply “Stop him your-
self; I’m not paid for it.” Things 
looked critical until the arrival of 
a constable able to out-pace the 
two, and the vandal was caught. 

Thames Hauraki Ballet Thea-
tre is delighted to have for-

mer student Alisha Wathen to 
dance as the principal ballerina 
in its upcoming concert. 

She will perform the leading 
roles in the contemporary piece 
Sarabande, plus the now Queen 
and the Sugar Plum Fairy in The 
Nutcracker.

Alisha, 17, has just returned 
from 18-months full-time train-
ing at the Alberta Ballet school in 
Canada. 

There she had world-class 
teachers and mostly enjoyed 
classes with a Russian training 
influence. She also completed 
her academic studies to year 13 
level. As a THBT student, she 
completed her Royal Academy 
exams to advanced 2 level and 
was part of a national elite train-
ing programme as a junior as-
sociate with the NZ School of 

Dance. She is also a former stu-
dent of Hauraki Plains College 
and plans to study law on schol-
arship, at Victoria University 
in 2022. “Alisha is outstanding 
and dances like a true profes-
sional,” former teacher Pauline 
Germon said. Presented by the 
THBT senior school, a varied 
programme includes jazz, tap, 
and contemporary items, plus 
the gorgeous Kingdom of Snow 
and Kingdom of Sweets from 
the timeless Christmas classic 
The Nutcracker, with music by 
Tchaikovsky.
DETAILS: Thames Memorial Civic 
Centre, December 1 and Decem-
ber 3 at 6.30pm. Tickets: TryBook-
ing.com or Ph 027 242 8896. Covid 
restrictions of one-metre spacing, 
mask wearing and contact trac-
ing will be adhered to. If any ticket 
buyer is unwell and unable to at-
tend, a refund will be given.

Ballerina returns for show
Alisha Wathen and Michael McPhee.                        Photo: SUPPLIED

ENTERTAINMENT
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW
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RuralRural LifeLife
Farmers urged to 
prepare for Covid
Federated Farmers want all 

rural sectors to be prepared 
to cope with Covid-19.

The organisation has 
launched a checklist to assist 
farmers with creating a plan 
in the event they’re diagnosed 
with Covid-19 and need to leave 
their farm to isolate in MIQ or 
hospital.

Hauraki-Coromandel Feder-
ated Farmers president Robert 
Craw said the rural sector had 
realised Covd-19 wasn’t just an 
urban problem and was “very 
scary”.

“The potential consequences 
of a rural outbreak can be quite 
detrimental,” he said. 

“Farmers are very passionate 
about looking after their ani-
mals and if they got Covid they 
wouldn’t be able to do this.”

The checklist will include 
farmers providing information 
about their farms to allow fam-
ily, friends or neighbours to 
come in and tend to the needs 
of livestock.

The checklist also provides 
information to assist the Min-
istry of Health with deciding 
the best course of action for 
farmers and those around them 

to isolate. It will also include 
farmers providing their plans 
for the 14-21 day self isolation 
period, and plans for managing 
their personal wellbeing. 

A positive Covid-19 case was 
recorded on a Waikato farm 
on November 12, and Mr Craw 
warned this was only the first of 
many.

“There’s only one thing we 
(the rural sector) can do and 
that’s look at the stats and 
numbers and get vaccinated if 
you want to protect your busi-
ness, your animals, your family 
and your staff and focus on the 
future,” he said. 

Federated Farmers national 
board member and employ-
ment spokesperson Chris 
Lewis said distance for farmers  
from health and other facilities, 
workforce shortages and the 
need to continue to look after 
animals and crops raised all 
sorts of complications.

“As District Health Board  
Medical Officers of Health 
will be making the decision on 
whether it’s practicable for a 
farmer or key farm staff mem-
ber to self-isolate on the farm, 
evidence of pre-planning and 
preparedness will be an impor-
tant factor,” he said.

By GORDON PREECE

A newly-formed group dedi-
cated to seeing a predator-

free Kauaeranga Valley is 
gaining momentum, Landcare 
Trust’s Ric Balfour said.

Back in May, a meeting in 
Thames about backyard trap-
ping attracted Kauaeranga Val-
ley residents who requested a 
similar discussion be held for 
their area.

A group has since been es-
tablished with goals to protect 
“precious” native birds and 
mitigate pest species.

“It’s potentially going to be a 
predator-free Kauaeranga Val-
ley,” Mr Balfour explained.

“On public land, there’s a real 
issue with goats and possums. 
There are also mustelids and 
rats - your typical mix.”

There were also rabbits, and 
they brought in ferrets and 
stoats, he said, so the group 
talked about rabbit controls as 
an “indirect way of reducing 
the likelihood of a ferret prob-
lem”.

“We also talked about what 
was precious in the valley that 
they wanted to protect, and it 
was the suite of native birds 
that are still there: like the New 
Zealand falcon/kārearea, and 
small groups of kaka.” 

Of the goals of the group, 
Mr Balfour said one was creat-
ing a “trap library” up at the 
Kauaeranga Hall, where people 
can collect traps, bait, and in-
structions to set up and moni-

tor. 
Another was utilis-

ing tracking tunnels, 
specifically designed 
for tracking small 
mammals such as mice, rats 
and stoats. 

The predators are encour-
aged into the tunnels by a lure 
and walk across sticky ink, 
leaving behind high definition 
footprints.

Mr Balfour told The Profile it 
was great to see people “catch-
ing the bug” when it came to 
Predator-Free 2050 - an ambi-
tious goal to rid New Zealand of 
the most damaging introduced 

predators that threat-
ened the nation’s 
natural taonga.

The group’s next 
meeting on December 

8 will be focused on developing 
a predator control vision, strat-
egy, and action plan, he said.

“There is some great momen-
tum building for a community 
trapping group to get started, 
with the Department of Conser-
vation and NZ Landcare Trust 
facilitating the process with 
advice and resources.”
DETAILS: The next community 
trapping meeting is at Kauaeran-
ga Hall, December 8, 5:30pm.

Predator-free group gains ‘momentum’
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Tracking tunnels are specifically designed for tracking small mammals such 
as mice, rats and stoats. INSET: The Kauaeranga Valley trapping catchment 
area.              Photos: SUPPLIED
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

39 River Rd, Paeroa Offers Over $799,000

• 3 brms plus self-contained accommodation
• Woodburner, heat pump, sgle gge, 1070m2 site
• Beautiful setting backs onto Hauraki Rail Trail

RG1934 1124

Waihi Beach Offers Over $1,300,000

• Large 2 level home - Gated area
• Lift access to upper level - Magic sunsets
• 2nd Lounge/kitchenette ideal for extended family

RRP221 2234

402 Garden Place, Thames Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 1-1:30PM

A great home in a quiet cul-de-sac in a great neighbourhood. This property offers easy open plan living with
indoor/outdoor flow onto a deck with huge views and a courtyard for private entertaining. The home has 3
double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and a studio/office which was once used as a hair ...

RT5667 - JON STANDBROOK 021 145 1738 1123

36 Kerepehi Twn Rd Offers Over $599,000

NEW

LISTING

• Classic weatherboard home on 1012m2
• 3 double bedrooms, 1 bathroom
• Single garage plus workshop

RN1404 1113

19 Phillips Road Offers Over $639,000

NEW

LISTING

• Premium Location, 3 Dble bdrms, full rewire
• 3 garages - one with a toilet & shower
• Well maintained exterior, 1226m2 fenced section

RN1406 1313

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Beverley Groves and Tony Winter’s colourful stall with an array of flowers.                  Photos: GORDON PREECE

Bleach Tie Dye Shirts lit up the market.

The finest Kaimai avos were on offer.

Eleanor Lee’s honey stall was buzzing.

Market opens
Rotary Club of Thames held its inaugural Farmers’ 
Market on Sunday at Goldfields Mall with 20 vendors 
drawing a steady crowd. Reporter GORDON PREECE 
went along to find a bargain. The next farmers’ market 
will be held on December 19.

Rotary Thames president Warren Sly, left, said he was pleased with the market. 

Louise Dean of Thames food waste group ReSource.
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The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Te Puru, 473 Thames Coast Road 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/473-thames-coast-road-te-puru

Phone for a Private Viewing

1 1 1 -

Asking Price $290,000

Pauanui, 10/600 Hikuai Settlement Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/600-hikuai-settlement-road-pauanui

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 -

Price By Negotiation

Paeroa, 16 Nahum Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/16-nahum-street-paeroa

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $509,000 

Waiomu, 611A Thames Coast Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/611a-thames-coast-road-waiomu

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 2 1

Price by Negotiation

Thames, 402A Sandes Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/402a-sandes-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 -

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 103A Clarence Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/103a-clarence-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 1

Price by Negotiation

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Big changes are afoot for 
Ngati Maru artist Rick 

Fisher. “I wasn’t ready. Then 
the universe opened wide and 
I’m ready now,” he said.

“I believe my readiness has 
come about because I realised 
that I was getting older and 
I had to do something about 
getting better and better at my 
art practice.” 

The universe replied.
It was the universe that  

spoke when the Matatoki hall 
came up for sale and where 
Rick has now set up a studio 
where he can paint his murals.

It was the universe that 
spoke when artist daughter, 
Lyssie, encouraged her father 
to go digital on an iPad during 
the fi rst lockdown. 

And it was the universe 
that spoke when he found 
his airbrush compressor on 
Trade Me at half price when he 
needed it.

And the universe spoke 
again when the commis-
sions began to roll in - three 
books to illustrate and seven 
murals to paint for local pri-
mary schools, all in the past 18 
months or so. 

“It’s just happened and my 
work has exploded,” Rick ex-
plained.

But life has not always been 
this way. Childhood was dif-
fi cult for Rick. “It can really 
knock you down. I fought back 
by being as good as I could be 
at what I know.” 

What he realised early on 

was that when he made art, he 
could sink into his own world 
where he was happy. 

Even now Rick juggles his 
art practice with his work and 
family. 

“Life is a juggling act; prior-
itising is the main thing, 95 per 
cent of my life has been draw-
ing, drawing, drawing.

“I wanted to share what I 
had and I didn’t know how to 

share it.” 
So Rick kept on making art.
He sees a need in Thames. 

“I want to make it beautiful to 
look at, worthwhile to stay in. 
I feel privileged to be here and 
to be able to share what I do 
with my community. We are 
here. We were forgotten. We 
are still here. 

“Before mining, before tree 
felling, there was us. This 

should not be forgotten. His-
tory goes further than this. We 
never got to hear the stories.”

Rick Fisher is a story teller 
in pictures. His murals and his 
illustrations allow him to tell 
his stories and show the beauty 
he sees every day. 

With his big works, he asks 
people who approach him to 
tell him what they want, then 
he takes the ideas and throws 

them into a pool. 
Within two or three days, the 

ideas spark. 
Then the process is about 

fi nding the unifying element, 
the one thing that brings it all 
together.

Rick’s work can be viewed in 
the heart of Thames on Mary 
St, St John at Kuranui, north 
of Thames, and at Tapu Pri-
mary School.

By DEBORAH MACDONALD-BROWN

Artist shares stories in Thames murals

Puriri ar� st Rick Fisher and 
his murals outside St John at 
Kuranui, above, and Mary St, 

Thames, right. 
Photos: SUPPLIED



12 THE VALLEY PROFILE,   December 01, 2021   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Spasm, 4  Other fish to fry, 11  Ideas, 14  Giant, 15  Stethoscope, 16  Saboteur, 
19  Forceps, 20  Meter, 21  Tricolour, 24  Proceeded, 26  Tissue, 27  Valley, 31  Olive, 32  Zucchini, 
34  Daydreamer, 38  Trivial, 39  Planet, 40  Odious, 41  Sign, 42  Cardiac, 45  Comparison, 50  Thirsty, 
54  Rash, 55  Snares, 56  Python, 57  Soldier, 60  Delivering, 61  Abnormal, 62  Aches, 65  Munich, 
66  Accent, 67  Presently, 72  Saddlebag, 73  Taint, 74  Heading, 79  Cyclists, 80  Microscopic, 
81  Might, 82  Often, 83  Dog in the manger, 84  Stork. 

DOWN: 2  Poison, 3  Sonic, 5  Tutu, 6  Extreme, 7  Fooled, 8  Sock, 9  Top brass, 10  Yearly, 
11  Inoculated, 12  Eden, 13  Surgery, 17  Spicy, 18  Occupation, 22  Debut, 23  Olympics, 
25  Revived, 26  Twister, 28  Gloria, 29  Kidnap, 30  Adjust, 33  Cello, 35  Runny, 36  Lava, 37  Lots, 
42  Cared, 43  Rustling, 44  Canary, 45  Chronicles, 46  Mist, 47  Asphalt, 48  Intent, 49  Odour, 
51  Hook, 52  Radical, 53  Teeter, 58  Evacuation, 59  False, 63  Relation, 64  Under, 65  Morocco, 
68  Run-down, 69  Edited, 70  Balsam, 71  Anchor, 75  Drift, 76  Scot, 77  Arch, 78  Lime.
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ACROSS
1  Harpoon (5)
4  Adopt the manners 
and customs of the 
people you are living 
with (2,2,3,6,2)
14  Glazier’s filler (5)
15  Motionless (5)
16  Intruder (10)
17  With cunning (5)
19  Meadow (3)
20  Masticating (7)
21  Rejoice (9)
22  Disquiet (6)
25  Turn to vapour (9)
27  Purplish antiseptic 
solution (6)
28  Flashy but shoddy 
(6)
33  Unappeasable (10)
35  Cancelled (3)
36  Led (6)
37  Charitable 
donations (4)
39  Look at (3)
41  Liable to sudden 
unpredictable change 
(7)
42  Stringed instrument 
(6)
43  Rally driver’s 
assistant (9)
44  Frosty (5)
45  Was part of (8)
50  In order that (2)
51  Book supplement (8)
55  Select, privileged 
group (5)
58  Wronged (9)
59  Saw eye to eye (6)

60  Mounted troops (7)
61  Regulation (3)
63  Slight quarrel (4)
64  Church room (6)
65  Age (3)
66  Food poisoning (10)
68  Going out with (6)
69  Thwarted (6)
71  A nice tune (anag(9)
76  Mute (6)
77  Upset the 
equilibrium of (9)
79  Battle plans (7)
81  Compete (3)
84  City in Florida (5)
85  Contrite (10)
86  Assassinates (5)
87  Fashion (5)
88  Complexion of 
velvety skin with downy 
pink cheeks (7,3,5)
89  Rhyme (5)

DOWN
2  Irregular in quality (6)
3  Let (5)
5  Rower’s tools (4)
6  Doubt the 
genuineness of (7)
7  Cured (6)
8  Upright part of step (5)
9  Deserved (7)
10  Springtime 
construction (4)
11  Dehydrating (6)
12  Manner (5)
13  Line of succession (7)
14  Nightwear (7)
18  Looking into (10)
23  Seizes (5)

24  Eerie (7)
26  Active mountain (7)
27  No finer (anag)(7)
29  Crossed out (7)
30  Come forth (6)
31  Night-flying insects 
(5)
32  Did duty (6)
34  Give off (4)
36  Lends a hand (5)
38  Inoculation fluid (5)
40  Leer (4)
45  Copper alloy (5)
46  Traveller’s 
belongings (7)
47  Steel pin (4)
48  Begrudged (6)
49  Daft (5)
50  Underwater plants (7)
52  Fiendish (10)
53  Eastern (anag)(7)
54  Boisterous (6)
55  Book printing (7)
56  Expansive (5)
57  Hardens (4)
62  Mixture (5)
67  Excite intensely (7)
68  Remain alive (7)
70  Ancestry (7)
72  Atomic (7)
73  Breathe in (6)
74  Boy’s name (6)
75  Fish covering (6)
76  Durable twilled 
fabric (5)
78  Hawaiian greeting (5)
80  Clan (5)
82  Record (4)
83  Passport stamp (4)
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2 1 3 4 7
5 8 4 6 9

4 9 2 3
6 3 2 4 8
2 5 6 1 8
9 1 5 2 3

6 9 1 5

1 6 4 3 9 7 5 8 2
3 7 5 8 2 4 9 1 6
8 9 2 1 5 6 3 4 7
5 2 8 4 1 3 7 6 9
7 4 9 6 8 5 2 3 1
6 3 1 9 7 2 4 5 8
2 5 6 7 3 1 8 9 4
9 1 7 5 4 8 6 2 3
4 8 3 2 6 9 1 7 5

3 5 6
9 8 4

4 8 2 9
8 7 4

1 2 6
3 8 1

6 4 3 9
7 9 8

5 4 3

3 8 9 2 5 4 6 7 1
2 7 6 1 9 8 5 3 4
1 5 4 7 3 6 8 2 9
9 6 8 3 1 7 2 4 5
5 1 7 4 2 9 3 6 8
4 3 2 8 6 5 1 9 7
6 4 3 5 7 1 9 8 2
7 2 1 9 8 3 4 5 6
8 9 5 6 4 2 7 1 3

3 2 6
6 2 7 1

9 3 2
5 7 8
2 1 5 4

5 7 6
3 8 4

5 1 9 8
5 1 2

3 2 7 9 5 4 6 8 1
6 5 8 2 7 1 3 4 9
1 4 9 6 3 8 5 2 7
5 7 4 8 2 6 1 9 3
2 1 6 3 9 7 8 5 4
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust • Mobility Scooters 

• Wheelchairs 
• Walkers 

• Electric Lift Chairs 
• Bathroom and 
  Toilet Aids 
• Continence 
   Products• Daily Living 

  Products - 
  Reachers, SockAids,   
  Walking Sticks 
  and more

• We will also do 
   our best to source 
   other products on 
   request

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

SALES & SERVICE HIRE & SALES

DAILY LIVING AIDS

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) • Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 • E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

• SEPTIC TANK 
DRAIN & GREASE TRAP 

CLEANING
• SUCTION TRUCK 

 TRUCK & HIAB 
• GENERAL CARRYING

DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST KOPU
PHONE/FAX: (07) 868 3034

AHS: (07) 868 3116 - 0274 927 148

P.O. BOX 768, THAMES 3540
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2019  Toyota Raize, auto, Suv, low kms   $31,990
2019  Toyota Corolla, GX, Hatch, Auto, Alloys, NZ New $25,990
2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, Leather, Alloys $49,990
2018  Toyota CH-R, Hybrid, High spec model  $35,990
2018  Toyota Rav4, 2.5 ltr, AWD, GXL, Sig class  $35,990
2018  Subaru XV, Prem, AWD, T/bar, Top spec model $34,990
2017 Toyota Corolla GLX, Hatch, Auto, Alloys $21,990
2017 Toyota Corolla GLX Sedan, Alloys   $19,990
2016 Toyota Hilux S/Cab, 2WD, 2.8 T/Diesel $29,990
2016  Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys  $17,990

2019  Toyota YARIS GX 1.3P/4AT    $20,990

2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, AWD, 3.5P  $49,990

2018  Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 ltr, Auto $19,990

2017  Toyota C-HR 1.2PT/CVT     $32,990

2017  Toyota Corolla GLX , Auto, Alloys, Sedan $21,790

2012 Toyota Rac� s 1.3P CVT Hatch    $11,990

2011 Toyota Hilux 2.7P 2WD SC 5M    $21,990

2006  Toyota Allion, 2.0L Auto sedan    $7,990

2004  Toyota Land Cruiser VX LTD 4.2TD   $52,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance -         Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance -          Kent Ravenhill  027 878 0642

2022 KIA SPORTAGE Available for a test drive NOW

Ph 07 868 8951
Paul Griffi  n 021 169 4036
www.ThamesKia.co.nz

2019 Toyota Corolla GX  
Auto, Alloys

2018 Toyota CH-R
Turbo, AWD, 
NZ New 

$25,990$29,990

THAMES VALLEY KIA
321 Pollen Street, Thames
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CALL THE EXPERTS

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

MOTORCYCLE

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

HIRE CENTRE

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 ELECTRICIAN

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

CLASSIFIEDS
Wanted

For Sale

Public Notice

Situations VacantSituations Vacant

PART TIME / RELIEF 
PAPER RUNNERS WANTED

We are looking for reliable people to 
deliver the Valley Profi le 

every week in Paeroa
Please apply to 

admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz 

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the Valley Profi le are available

for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz 

0204 0944 853

Font  ::  Times (modified)
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C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Motorcycles, 4 wheelers & side 
x sides. Going or not. Phone 
027 216 6867. A1 Motorcycles

Firewood, Pine, summer 
special, $80 per cube. 
Ph Steph 027 385 2806 or 
Mark 027 655 8661

Last month’s winner of  
Thames Autos car valet worth 

$150 was Ruth Henderson, who 
found Pete in the November 24 
edition in the Aeroview Garden 
Centre advert. Go to 
page 2 for details on 

how to enter.

Part time Administration support
Teacher aide position

We are looking for an energetic person to 
be responsible for general 

administration duties and to provide 
teacher aide support 

during classroom sessions. 

22 hours per week worked over 4 days 
(Monday – Thursday) with some 

fl exibility.  Term time only 
-  school holidays unpaid.  
Driving licence essential.  

Position commences 
Tuesday 1 February 2022

Please visit www.nhs.school.nz 
to apply on-line

 Northern Health School 
                                        

Thames Unit 
                                      

Mackay Street

Woodturners 
Cafe

in Ngatea are 
looking for a 

Cafe Assistant 
to join our 

growing team. 
Variable hours.
Involves one 
weekend day. 
No experience 

required. 
Full training given. 
Contact Lorraine 

021 246 9376

Place your classifi eds
Contact Nikki

022 130 3885 or
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Registered Nurse
Wanted for busy rural 
practice. Great team 

environment. Phone Dwayne 
on 0276093444 or email 

dwayne@health-tearoha.co.nz.
Health Ngatea
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email: 
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

or Ph 022 130 3885

I had an amazing response from my 
advertorial. So many people came to 
my shop aft er reading it and I have 
increased the number of regular 
customers as a direct result. - 
The Plantery

THAMES  HAURAKI BALLET THEATRE
         Presents “THE NUTCRACKER”

Plus
 Contemporary

“Sarabande” 
“Senza Catene”

Jazz & Tap 
Thames Memorial

Civic Centre
Wed 1st & Fri 3rd Dec       

6.30pm
Adults $24  Senior/Child $12

Online Bookings @ TryBooking.com   
Door Sales

Directed  By        Pauline Germon       
027 242 8896

Covid restric� ons include mask wearing indoors        
1 meter spacing (you may sit together in family 

groups or “bubbles”).  
Contact tracing at the door 

GET RESULTS
Grow your profi le 

with 
an Advertorial
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With purpose-built areas,

significant renovations 

completed recently 

and a long lease to an 

experienced childcare 

operator, this should 

be a passive long-term 

investment. The property 

o� ers smart presentation 

with quality buildings 

comprising a total floor area 

of 552m2, large covered

and uncovered outdoor 

play areas. The 1366m2 

site area has two titles, 10 

carparks and three road 

frontages. Kids Collective 

are excellent operators 

partway through a 10-year 

lease ending in 2025 and 

two x five rights of renewal. 

There is a current rent of 

$156,066.00 + GST p.a. and 

built in CPI increases.

Childcare investment property in Waikato CBD township

Deadline Sale
Tuesday 21 Dec 4:00pm (No Prior Sale)

View By Appointment

63-65 Belmont Road, Paeroa

Matt Bowie

M 027 337 2916

matt.bowie@naiharcourts.co.nz

TAPU SCHOOL
Thinking about a change for the 2022 School Year?

Why not drive out to visit us at Tapu School. We are just a 20-minute drive 
from Thames.  A small well-resourced school set on the edge of the Firth of 

Thames with friendly staff  and students.  Come and check us out and see if we 
might be the right match for you for the up-coming school year.

Phone: 07-868 4838, to make an appointment to visit or pop out and call in.

Check out our website: www.tapu.school.nz
We look forward to mee� ng you and your family soon.

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

SPORTS
Tournament raises $8500

GOLF
The sun shone on the Pārāwai 
School annual ambrose 
golf tournament, as neither 
Covid-19 Alert Level 2 
restrictions nor predicted rain 
showers were able to thwart 
the fun.

Fifty six people playing 18 
holes of golf in teams of four 
took part in the day’s fun, 
which was held at the Thames 
Golf Course on November 
14. The ambrose format is 
less about golfing prowess 
and more about a social get-
together for a good cause, and 
plenty of banter along with a 
spirit of friendly competition 
was the order of the day.

Refreshments and a 
barbecue were on offer by 
the Pārāwai School PTA 
during the event, with a prize 
giving and auction held in the 
Thames Golf Clubrooms after 
the day’s golf was completed.

The event raised $8500 
for the school, which will 
go towards improving the 
school’s technology supplies 
and education outside the 
classroom for all students.

Pārāwai School thanks all 
our wonderful sponsors and 
the team at the Thames Golf 
Club, whose kindness and 
generosity ensured a very 
successful outcome for the 
day. 

Principal Jordan Palfrey and Arlo Sawyer draw the raffle during the 
prizegiving in the Thames Golf Clubrooms.           Photos: SUPPLIED

“The Wannabes” took out first place for the day, from left: Conrad Davis, 
Rachel Holmes and Teresa Allen, absent: Stephen Gooder. 

It has been a frustrating 
beginning to the cricket season 
with Covid-19 restrictions and 
weather challenges having 
caused frustration  for  players, 
coaches and supporters.

All are now hoping for a 
clear road ahead for play at 
all levels  before Christmas 
festivities interrupt to  the flow 
of scheduled competitions.

First class field and weather 
conditions at Hauraki Plains 
College greeted the visitors 
from Te Aroha and Matamata 
recently. 

The games were the last of a 
mini- competition set up before 
matches involving Hamilton 
teams became possible. 

In the match between 
the Hauraki and Te Aroha 
senior sides, Cullen Crowe 
(batting) Logan Dodunski, 
Xavier Anderson and Cooper 
Green (bowling) provided 
the highlights in a game 
which batsmen in both teams 
surrendered their wickets far 
too easily.

The match up between the 

Matamata and Hauraki Years 
9 and 10 teams saw Matamata 
cruise to victory, although 
several Hauraki batsmen did 
show a willingness to play 
with  better technique than in 
previous matches this season.

Results submitted: Hauraki 
Plains College First XI  92 
for the loss of 7 wickets 
(Cullen Crowe 30, Nihindu 
Wickramathunga 25 n.o.) 
defeated Te Aroha College, 
91. Bowling - Logan Dodunski 
3/10, Xavier Anderson 3/12, 
Cooper Green 2/7. Matamata 
Years 9 and 10:  149  (Fergus 
Ball 4/20) defeated Hauraki 
Plains 107). Other results: 
Senior B Grade - Kaihere 230  
Mark Harris 49, Cullen Aislabie 
46, Keegan Walsh 45, defeated 
Morrinsville B, 170. ( Malcolm 
Barrow 49.) Sunday League:  
At Whangamata - Tairua 
Stringrays 218 for 6 wickets 
off 30 overs Leon Smith 49, 
Hunter Crowe 46, defeated 
Whangamata 203 for the loss 
of 7 wickets. Morrinsville B 
defeated Mercury Bay in their 
match played in Whitianga.

- Mike Cotter

CRICKET

‘Frustrating’ start 
to cricket season 
due to Covid-19
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Tel: 07 8687892 
Mob: 027 314 1577

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
www.valleyeducation.co.nz

FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES

Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 

ENGINEER  /NOUN (EN-JIN-EAR)

A PERSON WHO FIXES 
STUFF YOU CAN’T

Welding is a skill that can take you places.
No experience needed.

Learn how to design, create and weld in our 
spacious workshop,

FREE Level 2 qualifi cations available NOW.

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

10 Orchard Road West  |  Ngatea  |  p: 07 867 7714  
e: eat@orchardprovidores.co.nz

Xmas
is coming

@orchardprovidores @orchardprovidores            

Christmas fare available - order now!

• Hams • Platters 
• Trifles • Prawns/Salmon

Gift vouchers are available for  
Orchard Providores and The Public Office

Book 
now
for your 
Christmas 
Function

Friends use lockdown to break ‘artist’s block’
Three artists used the isola-

tion and loneliness of the 
country’s two Covid-19 lock-
downs to push boundaries and 
reconnect as creatives. 

Christine Gibb, from the 
Maratoto Valley, Frankie Bul-
len from Thames, and Marilyn 
Nicholson of Whitianga, set 
themselves an art challenge 
with the goal of discovering 
new styles and techniques and 
“to create as we had never cre-
ated before”. 

The result is now displayed 
in an exhibition in Thames 
dubbed Triple Vision. 

“I had only ever painted 
horses, realistically in acrylics 
and oils, but as a photographer 
I decided that I may as well just 
take a good photo,” Christine 
said.

“But I am an arty person and 
so felt  the need to stretch my-
self creatively. 

“One of the biggest learning 
curves was to allow myself to 
have failures. One learns a lot 
from a failure, much more than 
a success.” 

The Profile visited the three 
artists last week as they set up 
their exhibition at Nectar on 
Pollen St. They said the chal-
lenge involved seven different 
themes: faces, Maratoto rock, 
movement, mono plus one, 
patterns in nature, still life, 
and beach scene. 

It was inspiring to see each 
artists’ interpretation of the 
theme, they said. 

“None of us had any idea 

what each of us were doing,” 
Frankie said. “Part of the chal-
lenge was having a specific plan 
of what we should paint and 
then seeing what each of our 
minds came up with.”

“A big part of it that I really 
liked was that there were no 
rules,” Marilyn added.

“You could push yourself in 
any direction without asking 
yourself whether it was go-

ing to be right.” The variation 
of themes and interpretations 
made for an inspiring exhibi-
tion, and the artists hoped visi-
tors would be encouraged to 
think outside the box as well. 

They had all suffered from 
self-doubt and insecurity, they 
said, but doing the challenge 
had helped them grow. So 
much so, that they were plan-
ning on running another chal-

lenge and called for other art-
ists to join them. 

“I painted subjects that I 
hadn’t dared to before: moun-
tains, rivers, rocks and even the 
despised still life,” Christine 
said. 

“Water was always in the ‘too 
hard bin’ but I did a painting of 
water movement in four days 
and loved every minute of it.” 

And out of the seven chal-

lenge subjects, she only painted 
one horse.
DETAILS: Triple Vision art exhi-
bition, at Nectar, 644 Pollen St, 
Thames. Running until December 
4, 10am-2pm. All artworks for 
sale. For information, Christine at 
maratoto@gmail.com.

Frankie Bullen, left, Marilyn Nicholson, and Christine Gibb stand alongside their interpretations of ‘Maratoto rock’.       Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air


