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PHONE 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)
EMAIL sales@smartbins.co.nz
ONLINE www.smartbins.co.nz

WE ARE LOCAL – proudly 100% Kiwi owned & operated

Need a rubbish bin?

With a range
of size options 

– we’ve got you 
covered!

Upper Hauraki ‘le�  in the dark’ a� er snap level 4 Covid-19 lockdown, P3

COVID NIGHTMARE
The hospitality industry con� nues to be hit hard by 

ongoing Covid-19 shutdowns and restric� ons. KELLEY 
TANTAU talks to the owner of a Thames motel, who 
says her revenue drops up to 100 per cent each � me 

the Auckland border is closed.

A Thames motelier hopes the 
latest Covid-19 lockdown 

will be the country’s last.
For Carol Murphy, the ongo-

ing alert level restrictions and 
the continuing Auckland shut-
down feels as if her future is 
being taken away from her, one 
week at a time. 

She owns and operates Tus-
cany on Thames and told The 
Profi le that as soon as regional 
borders close, her occupancy 
“basically goes to zero over-
night”.

“This current lockdown has 
seen me with the odd essential 
worker, but every lockdown un-

til this one has seen me with 
a 100 per cent income loss 

at level 4, and [it] slowly 
crawls back as the levels 
come down.” 

Carol, who lives in 
Thames, has owned the 
14-unit motel on Jellicoe 
Cres since 2017. 

The fi rst week under 
alert level 4, her revenue 

went down 92 per cent, 
falling to 100 per cent in 

week two.
In alert level 3, she lost 70 

per cent of her income, and 60 
per cent in level 2. 

“Level 3 and 2 have changed 
this time, and this has made 
things harder again,” she said. 

“Until we go to the old level 2 
and Auckland is also out, my 
business will continue to make 
a loss every month.” 

Carol, who employs three 
staff  and a handyman, said she 
usually spent between $30,000 
and $40,000 a year on main-
taining the motel.

However, to counteract her 
losses, she had not been able 
to spend any money on mainte-
nance for more than a year. 

“I am getting to the end of my 
working life, and these last few 
years are for me to secure my 
future but it feels like it is being 
taken away from me,” she said.

“I would like nothing more 
than to have the freedom to run 
my business the way it should 
be run.”

Carol said the hospitality in-
dustry had received “very lit-
tle” government help, and she 
hoped this lockdown would be 
the country’s last. 

“Not one sector has been hit 
as hard as the hospitality sector 
and we can be as ‘kind’ as much 
as we want, but at the end of the 
day we need a solution or some 
help,” she said.

“I’m not saying that what 
we’ve done is wrong. What I’m 
saying is that it cannot contin-
ue, and we have to learn to live 
with it.”
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seen me with the odd essential 
worker, but every lockdown un-

til this one has seen me with 
a 100 per cent income loss 

at level 4, and [it] slowly 
crawls back as the levels 
come down.” 

Thames, has owned the 

Cres since 2017. 

alert level 4, her revenue 
went down 92 per cent, 

falling to 100 per cent in 
week two.
In alert level 3, she lost 70 

per cent of her income, and 60 
per cent in level 2. 

“Level 3 and 2 have changed 
this time, and this has made 
things harder again,” she said. 

Carol Murphy has owned the 14-unit motel on 
Jellicoe Cres since 2017 and feels as if the Covid-19 

restric� ons are robbing her of her future.
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For out of town independent 
accounting advice
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328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 08
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 13

SCUBA & SPEARFISHING

Get your gear “dive ready” - we service 
all dive gear and fill and test cylinders. 

We stock SCUBA and Spearfishing 
gear, wetsuits available to order. 

MARINE

We are your local store for a wide 
range of marine products.

For trailer boats, yachts and launches - 
we stock chandlery for new builds, 

maintenance and repairs.

FISH

Your only main street tackle 
and marine safety gear supplier.

Charts, life jackets and flares available.

We fish
We dive

We know 
Marine

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 

in The Valley Profi le, then email 
admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz or Ph/
txt 027 396 2459 with your full 
name, the business name and page 
number of the ad by the following 
Monday to go in the draw to WIN 
a car valet from Thames Autos 
worth $150! The prize is drawn at 
the end of each month.
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www.valleyprofi le.co.nz
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Ratepayers ‘not happy’ with 
Three Waters proposal
While Thames-Coromandel 

District Council have not 
yet decided on whether to opt 
in or out of the Three Waters 
reform, it has made it clear to 
central government that its 
ratepayers are not happy with 
the proposal.

Councillors and staff  spent 
three hours working on a com-
prehensive 25-point resolution 
at its meeting on September 14. 
A handful of other resolutions 
were added, including one that 
would inform the government 
that the majority of ratepayer 
feedback was for council to 
vote to opt out of the reform. 

South East Ward councillor 
Terry Walker said the issue 
was “bigger than Ben-Hur” and 
called for his fellow members 
to make a decision. 

“Honestly, our ratepayers are 
saying to me clearly: ‘What are 
you doing?’. 

“We need to make a decision 
where we’re going because they 
are not happy. No calls I’ve 
ever had have supported this in 
any way at all.” 

Central government pro-
poses to take ownership of 
the country’s drinking water, 
wastewater and stormwater 
systems from local councils. 

Currently, 67 diff erent coun-
cils own and operate the ma-
jority of these services, and 
the reform proposes to estab-

By KELLEY TANTAU

lish four new publicly-owned, 
multi-regional entities which 
would take over from July 1, 
2024.

The district council had been 
asked to consider the issues 
over an eight-week period, and 
provide feedback to Local Gov-
ernment Minister Nanaia Ma-
huta, the Department of Inter-
nal Aff airs, and Local Govern-
ment New Zealand by October 
1. At its meeting, which opened 
with ratepayer Benjamin Dun-
bar-Smith telling councillors 
“a bold statement needed to 
be made”, elected members 
worked through the resolution 
that would go back to central 
government. 

In it, were requests to the 
government, including a call for 
ongoing meetings between rel-
evant parties; a request that the 
new entity governance board 

must recognise the continued 
role of local government; and 
that water itself must retain 
public ownership.

Chief executive Rob Williams 
said the resolution acted as a 
“mission statement”. 

“There is a very simple issue 
here in terms of the lack of in-
formation that we have at this 
point in time to make any rea-
sonable decision.

“The important aspect is: 
what bills are our communities 
going to be facing?” he said.  

“The biggest piece of feed-
back to Wellington is: until 
you are clear about where the 
money is coming from for all of 
this stuff , we cannot as councils 
make a good recommendation 
back as to where it should go. 

“This is not just about wa-
ter,” he said. “This is about how 
much people can aff ord to pay.”

TCDC will respond to government on Three Waters reform.        (File photo)

Coromandel MP Scott Simpson 
is encouraging young people 
aged 16- to 18-years-old across 
the electorate to apply to be the 
area’s Youth MP.

“This is a terrifi c opportunity 
for those who feel they can make 
a diff erence by raising aware-
ness of the issues facing young 
people in New Zealand,” he said.

“The successful applicant does 
not need any prior experience in 
politics. All that is required is a 
willingness to engage with your 
community and desire to learn 
more about politics. 

“I will off er support through-
out their time as Youth MP, this 
involves advice and the chance 
to shadow me during a typical 
day of engagements.”

Mr Simpson said the role 
culminated in a two-day Youth 
Parliament event in July next 
year, which gave participants 
the chance to experience the 
workday of an MP.  

Youth MPs would debate leg-
islation, sit on select committees 
and ask oral questions of minis-
ters, he said.

“It is a unique chance to get 
fi rst-hand experience of how 
parliament works and to bring 
the views of your community 
straight to the decision makers 
in government.” 

Those wanting to apply are 
asked to email a video titled 
‘Why you should select me to be 
Coromandel’s Youth MP’ to mp-
coromandel@parliament.govt.
nz or tag Scott Simpson in a post 
on Facebook. Entries close No-
vember 12, 2021.

Hunt on for 
Youth MP

The Valley Profi le is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,500 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
le� erbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribu� on around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.
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Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
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Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -
Proudly locally owned and operated for over 50 years
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Community ‘left in the dark’ in snap lockdown
The sudden lockdown that 

put a ring around an upper 
Hauraki community is being de-
scribed as a week-long guessing 
game by those within it. 

Confusion about travel restric-
tions and accessing essential ser-
vices was rife when the Kaiaua/
Whakatīwai area, including part 
of Miranda and Maramarua, 
was put into an Alert Level 4 
lockdown early last week after 
positive cases of Covid-19 were 
found in the community.

Community leaders, such as 
Kaiaua School principal Karlos 
Bosson, were left in the dark.

 “I felt way out of touch, be-
cause I was always waiting for 
the 1pm brief-
ing,” he told 
The Profile.

“Everybody 
got caught on 
the hop when 
we were at level 
4, and then it 
was level 3 and 
nobody knew.” 

On Septem-
ber 19, it was 
announced that 
three members of a Kaiaua/
Whakatīwai household tested 
positive for Covid-19 after com-
ing in contact with an infected 
remand prisoner.

At least one of two primary 
school children had Covid-19 
symptoms when they attended 
Mangatangi School, quickly 
sparking fears the deadly virus 
had spread throughout the dis-
trict. A bespoke level 4 lockdown 
and Section 70 stay-at-home or-

der was immediately issued for 
the area, but by Saturday night, 
restrictions eased after negative 
test results. 

Matua Bosson said it felt that 
because they lived in a “small lit-
tle pocket in the northern part of 
Waikato” there was a “she’ll be 
right” attitude from central gov-
ernment. “It brought to the fore 
that a small rural town… it didn’t 
matter. It was as if: ‘They’ve 
been tested, so that’s okay, let’s 
just carry on’. A bigger centre? 
‘We’ve got to watch this closely, 
get all the services in there’. A 
small town of less than 2000? 
‘Eh’.” 

Coromandel MP Scott Simp-
son said it wasn’t just the 
Kaiaua/Whakatīwai community 

that felt aban-
doned - but the 
whole country. 

“The level of 
communication 
coming from 
Dr Bloomfield’s 
team, and in-
deed the gov-
ernment, was 
atrocious. There 
were mixed mes-
sages, there were 

confused messages, there was a 
lack of clear direction or com-
monality in terms of the mes-
sages that were being received, 
and people like [Waikato] Mayor 
Allan Sanson, [Hauraki] Mayor 
Toby Adams, and myself, had to 
often rely on second-hand infor-
mation - some of which at times 
seemed unreliable.”

Mr Simpson said Wellington 
operated in “it’s own little bub-
ble” and said there had been 

times during the Covid-19 crisis 
where he felt “people of the Co-
romandel and Hauraki had been 
completely left wondering by 
those in Wellington who think 
they know best”. 

“But actually, often they don’t 
even know where the geography 
is, they don’t understand where 
district and electoral boundaries 
are, they don’t understand where 
marae and roads are. 

“We had this right from the 
very beginning when we had that 
positive test result from the man 
who spent the weekend in Co-
romandel town. Even then, we 
had the same level of confusion 
for several days, so I was terri-
bly disappointed that when we 
had another situation in another 
part of the Coromandel elector-
ate, clearly Wellington bureau-

crats had absolutely no clue of 
the communities of interest,” he 
said. 

“It’s no wonder locals were 
confused and concerned.” 

Kaiaua School has had to can-
cel its annual Calf Club and Gala 
Day set for October 24 due to 
the flow-on effects of the sudden 
shutdown. 

Getting back into routine after 
the August lockdown had been 
“challenging”, Matua Bosson 
said, but he gave credit to staff 
and locals who were “working 
their backsides off” to keep the 
community running.

“We were all doing our bit, but 
what was really frustrating was 
the lack of communication. It’s 
just not good enough.”

The Ministry of Health was 
contacted for comment.

By KELLEY TANTAU

All close contacts from Mangatangi School tested negative for 
Covid-19.                           Photo: KELLEY TANTAU“We were all doing 

our bit, but what was 
really frustrating was 

the lack of commu-
nication. It’s just not 

good enough.
- Karlos Bosson

The upper Hauraki area dropped 
from Covid-19 Alert Level 3 
to level 2 on Saturday night at 
11:59pm.

In a press conference on Fri-
day, Director of Public Health Dr 
Caroline McElnay said all Cov-
id-19 tests from the upper Hau-
raki area came back negative, 
except for four household mem-
bers of the remand prisoner. 

Deputy Prime Minister Grant 
Robertson said more than 1000 
tests had been taken in the up-
per Hauraki area since Septem-
ber 20.

“All the close contacts from 
the Mangatangi School expo-
sure event, including staff and 
students, have been tested, with 
all tests returning negative.

“We’ve had an incredible re-
sponse from the upper Hauraki 
community, with people get-
ting tested, following the health 
advice and sticking to the alert 
level requirements,” he said.

Widespread wastewater test-
ing in Maramarua, Ngatea, 
Paeroa and Waitakaruru last 
week produced no unexpected 
Covid-19 detections, he said.

There had also been a good 
uptake of vaccinations in the 
Hauraki Plains so far, with 60.1 
per cent of residents now having 
their first dose and 23.9 per cent 
have had two doses.

School contacts 
test negative
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Work Ready - World Ready
Jorzja Dalton Sarah Blake

Brooke DouglasAlec Doddrell

Hayden Adams

“I am heading to the University 
of Waikato to study nursing.  
The main thing that motivated 
me to look at a career in 
nursing is that I like to help 
people and give back.   My 
Aunty works in re-hab so 
that was an inspiration to 
me as well.  Having careers 

interviews helped me to clarify 
what kind of pathway I wanted 
to follow.  It is kind of scary 
thinking that I’ll be in the real 
world next year and having 
to fi gure out everything for 
myself, but I’m as prepared as 
I can be.”

Sarah is planning on going 
to the University of Waikato 
to study a Bachelor of 
Communications. “I really 
enjoy writing and media 
subjects and there are good 
opportunities in the creative 
industries.  This year I’ve 
studied photography, music 

media and English extension 
which has a focus on writing.  
I’m excited about the courses 
I will be studying and the 
opportunities available. My 
long term goal is to work in an 
industry where I can promote 
environmental issues.”

“My plan for next year 
is to take up a building 
apprenticeship. Once I’ve 
completed my apprenticeship 
I intend to study property 
management.   I took Building 
and Construction as a subject 
in Year 9 and really enjoyed 
the hands on aspect of the 

work, so have been doing this 
subject right the way through 
college.  I did a lot of research 
to make sure that this was the 
right pathway for me.  I’ve also 
spent time on a construction 
site which has given me a real 
understanding of what is in 
store.”

“My plan is to go to Massey 
University in Albany. I had an 
option of going into the Trades 
and was looking at being a 
Sparkie, but my Mum saw 
something about Quantity 
Surveying and after discussing 
it with Mr Green (Careers Co-

ordinator), everything fell into 
place.  I also talked with a friend 
and former HPC student who is 
doing the same course that I 
have enrolled in.  The course 
also gives me the option of 
going into project management 
so it gives me some options.”

Hayden has nearly completed 
Level 3 as a Year 12 student. 
“I am keen on Horticulture 
- growing, cultivating and 
harvesting - and have chosen 
this pathway because I enjoy 
being outside and being hands 
on.  Horticulture gives me the 
opportunity to follow the process 
from ground work through to 
exporting the produce as well as 

maintenance on the machinery. 
I have learnt things like fencing 
and chainsaw skills and in my 
Trades course, fabrication and 
welding to give me a taste of 
this.”  Hayden has been offered 
a full time position at Hinemoa 
Produce in Pukekawa and is 
intending to study towards a 
qualifi cation in Horticulture 
through Primary  ITO. 

Osten Hull

Osten recently completed 
NCEA Level 3 and is looking 
to take up an apprenticeship 
with Peninsula Marine after a 
Gateway experience there as a 
Year 11 student.    “Mr Green 
(Careers Co-ordinator) helped 
me a lot with future options as 
I had either Trades or studying 
Business at university in mind.”   
After a trip to Waikato University, 

Osten decided it wasn’t for 
him. “I’ve always loved fi shing 
and boating so I took the 
opportunity to gain employment 
at Peninsula Marine, where 
I am currently learning how 
to service outboards.  Osten 
is looking to start a Marine 
Apprenticeship with a long term 
goal of becoming a qualifi ed 
Marine Mechanic.”

Leaving school is a big deal with  decisions to make about future pathways.  
HPC students describe their plans for their next steps into the world of work. 

Employers support students amid Covid-19 disruptions
BY KELLEY TANTAU

For those students who find 
their strengths lie outside 

of the classroom, Hauraki 
Plains College careers co-ordi-
nators can help pave a way to 
the workforce.

Stu Green, Joy Carter, and 
Lesley Spencer have witnessed 
students walk out of school 
grounds with their “heads held 
high” after gaining some form 
of employment 
through the col-
lege’s Gateway 
programme. 

With two path-
ways out of the 
college - the vo-
cational trades 
e m p l o y m e n t 
pathway, and 
the university/
tertiary pathway 
- Gateway played 
a big part in the latter, Stu told 
The Profile. 

There were at least 81 stu-
dents enrolled per year, he 
said, and 20 already signed up 
for next year’s course. 

“The idea of it is to give stu-
dents experience in the work-
place, but we also want them to 
give possible trades or employ-
ment opportunities a go.

“We have students that go 
out and find that they love 
what they’re doing, and there’s 
another group that realise the 
job is no longer what they want 
to do, and to me that’s just as 

Jenna Humphrey is doing work experience in administration at Mile-
stone Homes in Ngatea through her school’s Gateway programme.  
          Photo: SUPPLIED

successful as the ones who find 
out what’s for them,” he said.

The students head out into 
the workforce one day a week 
for eight weeks. It means the 
college’s relationships with lo-
cal employers is invaluable.

“This whole thing swings on 
81 employers saying yes,” Stu 
said.

“[Lately], it’s been really 
hard for employers. We went 
into lockdown and everything 

grinded to a halt. 
We came back 
from lockdown, 
and some em-
ployers were able 
to take students 
back straight 
away, some had 
to wait until level 
2, and we’ve even 
got a couple who 
have to wait for 
level 1. 

“Currently, we’re also in 
that uncertain situation where 
some employers are stuck in 
different alert levels,” he said. 
“We’re just really appreciative 
of them, because without the 
employers this whole thing 
wouldn’t happen.”

The college also provided the 
students with “employment 
soft skills’’ such as punctual-
ity, communication, and team-
work. Cell phones were also a 
big issue - when students could 
and could not use them while 
on the job.

“We met with local employ-

ers over the Christmas break 
last year, and asked them how 
our young people were pre-
pared for the workforce, and 
[cell phones] was one of the 
things they brought up that 
they weren’t prepared for,” Stu 
said.

“That’s something we’ve built 
into our preparation for Gate-

way students, plus the feed-
back from employers was that 
some of our students haven’t 
been 100 per cent prepared for 
financial decisions, so we’ve 
built that into it as well, looking 
at some of the basics around 
Kiwisaver and savings and 
avoiding debt.”

Other students couldn’t read 

a payslip or understand what 
an employment contract was, 
while employers valued “the 
old fashioned stuff” like mak-
ing eye contact and shaking 
hands, he said.

There were many Thames 
Valley businesses on board 
with the Gateway programme, 
including builders, plumbers, 
electricians, mechanics, engi-
neers, early childhood centres, 
law firms, and retail business-
es. 

More businesses were wel-
come to contact the careers co-
ordinators, as were students or 
parents wanting to know more 
about the programme, which 
has grown in popularity over 
the past five years. 

“When students sign out of 
school, they have to come see 
us in the careers department, 
and I had a student just the 
other day who got an engineer-
ing apprenticeship who just 
left the school humming,” Stu 
said. “And that has to be one 
of the highlights really, seeing 
that.” 

“We have students who 
maybe aren’t so successful 
in school, and I think that’s 
the really great thing about 
Gateway, they go out [into the 
workforce] and they absolutely 
shine,” Joy added. 

“They come in here with 
drooped shoulders, and they 
walk out with their heads held 
high and a spring in their step 
and it’s just hugely rewarding.”

“We’re just re-
ally appreciative 
of them, because 
without the em-

ployers this whole 
thing wouldn’t hap-

pen.”
- Stu Green
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Total Hearing Care
102 Sealey Street, Thames

Clinics at Coromandel, Paeroa & Pukekohe
If you can’t come to us, we can come to 

you - Home services available. 

Phone 0800 326 626

Family Business – Family Values

*FREE hearing checks
*FREE hearing aid adjustments for new clients
* Conditions Apply

“ We are the team to support you on your journey to better hearing”

MOH & ACC Approved

A Hauraki Plains man says 
his phobia of needles likely 

stemmed from an early on-
slaught of jabs. 

“By the time I was fi ve, I’d 
had my tonsils out, pneumonia 
three times, and a tetanus nee-
dle. So I seemed to have grown 
up in a very short period of time 
with needle, nee-
dle, needle,” he 
told The Profi le.

“In my teens, 
I used to get 
the fl u jab every 
year, and I hated 
it, and as I’ve got 
older and have 
had needles, they 
haven’t been anywhere near as 
bad as I remember them to be. 

“But just this thought of a 
piece of metal breaking my skin 
and going inside me is some-
thing that sends me into a cold 
sweat.” 

The man, who wished to re-
main anonymous, said he’d 
since stopped having the fl u 
jab, but has had, “under suff er-
ance”, blood tests over the years 
as well as an injection to help 
with back ache. 

If he has to have one, he will.
“But if I don’t have to have it, 

I can tell you I’ll fi nd any way 
not to have it,” he said.

That’s where the Covid-19 jab 
came in. 

The man said, although there 
were pressures by vaccinated 
people and the media, there 
was no mandatory vaccine roll-
out - yet. 

“The main reason is that I am 
scared sh*t of needles of course.

“I’m not a conspiracy theo-
rist,” he said. “I’m a coward.” 

His story is 
not uncommon. 
T r y p a n o p h o -
bia - an out-of-
proportion fear 
of needles, is 
thought to aff ect 
up to 10 per cent 
of adults. 

U n i c h e m 
Thames owner and pharmacist 
Anas Wadood said the pharma-
cy started its vaccination roll-
out on August 2, and it initially 
“took off ”, with many people 
coming in to get their fi rst and 
second Covid-19 jabs. He’s only 
had one person get cold feet. 

“I’ve personally only had one 
patient who got into the room, 
was ready to get vaccinated, but 
then saw the needle and decid-
ed not to.

“That was absolutely his 
choice, and I just said to him 
that if he changed his mind at 
any time, we’d be happy to book 
him again.” 

Mr Wadood understood that 
people did have phobias of nee-

Needle phobia leads to vaccination cold feet
One man’s fear of needles is something he has “grown into” 
not out of, preven� ng him from staring at the pointy end of 
the Covid-19 vaccina� on. KELLEY TANTAU reports.

dles - even minor fears which 
saw them tense up or look away 
from the oncoming injection. 

He said the Pfi zer vaccine 
needle was “a little bit” longer 
than, for example, the fl u vac-
cine; however, the deed itself 
only lasted a few seconds and 
came with a myriad of benefi ts. 

“Getting vaccinated is an im-
portant step to take, especially 
nowadays.

“And if you look at the bigger 
picture, there are more benefi ts 
to getting it.” 

“The main reason 
is that I am scared 
sh*t of needles of 
course. I’m not a 
conspiracy theo-

rist... I’m a coward.”

Trypanophobia, an out-of-propor� on fear of needles, is thought to aff ect up to 10 percent of adults.      (File photo)

The Immunisa� on Advisory 
Centre says those with a fear of 
needles should talk to A healthcare 
professional so appropriate 
mi� ga� on strategies can be put 
in place. These include: bringing 
a support person; having the 
vaccina� on fi rst thing in the morning 
to avoid worrying all day; not looking 
at the needle - distract yourself by 
reading or looking at your phone; 
prac� cing slow, deep breathing 
exercises, and using anaesthe� c 
cream to numb the injec� on site. 

COVID-19 VACCINATION TIPS
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Selected 

leather handbags 

on sale now. 

While stocks last

• Cushions        • Jewellery       • Wall Art   
• Masks    • Handbags & Accessories    

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

‘Black Doctor’ claims to discover Golden Cross mine

“I am the Golden Man!” 
shouted the ‘Black Doctor 
of Maratoto’, not that many 
could understand him as 
the words were in Spanish 
and garbled with alcohol.

The Black Doctor was a 
mysterious character - said 
to be a swarthy Mexican, 
raised at one of the silver-
mining centres in that 
country. He was educated, 
spoke English fluently, and 
was knowledgeable about 
mining. He claimed to be 
particularly lucky as a pros-
pector. His ‘doctor’ title 
came from his skill at mak-
ing medicines and lotions 
from herbs. Sadly alcohol 
was his great weakness.

During the mid-1870s 
he traipsed about the dis-
trict from Thames to Wait-
ekauri gold prospecting 
and gum digging. Later, 
in the 1880s, he is said to 
have worked as a cook at 
Hikutaia’s Pioneer Hotel 
when under the manage-
ment of the Corbett’s.

It was on one of his well-
lubricated journeys that he 
stumbled across a magnifi-

DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile 
series, MEGHAN HAWKES 

explores our local history by 
seeking out stories of life and 
death in the Thames Valley

Golden Cross mine, Waitekauri.               Photo: SUPPLIED

cent gold bearing reef.
A legend grew around the 

discovery and the facts are 
now murky. One version 
has him drinking up large 
at Hikutaia’s Pioneer Hotel 
after weeks of digging for 
gum near Waitekauri. On 
his return journey, he got 
lost in the bush and came 
across a reef which out-
cropped so much it made 
a waterfall over which he 
clambered with some dif-
ficulty.

The lode was about 10ft 
thick, the stone rich in 
gold as well as what he 
called ‘sulphureth’ of sil-
ver. He had no pick to take 
a sample but managed to 
bash off a few pieces with 
a hard stone. He wrapped 
the samples in a handker-
chief and attached it to his 
belt. Alas the little parcel 
was knocked off and lost as 
he passed through scrub. 
Another account has him 
returning from a spree in 
Thames via a pack-horse 
track over the ranges, 
drinking a bottle of rum 
when he became lost and 
came across the reef.

The first person he told 
of his discovery was a well 
known prospector, Hone 
Werahiko, who was fos-
sicking in the Waitekauri 
area. Hone was sceptical 
from the first and became 
even more so after weeks 
of searching failed to find 
the reef. “Porangi te taketa 
- the Doctor is mad!” he 
declared. Others set out to 
find the reef with no suc-

cess and it was considered a 
swindle. The Black Doctor, 
however, was determined 
to find the reef again and 
when last seen was setting 
out on another expedition 
to reach it. Nothing more 
was  heard of him.

Sixteen years later, in 
1892, the Lowrie broth-
ers discovered a reef that 
became the Golden Cross 
mine at Waitekauri. It was 
rich in both gold and silver, 
especially where it out-
cropped, and it evidently 
in every detail matched 
the Black Doctor’s descrip-
tion of his find. Legend has 
it that the Black Doctor’s 
skeleton was found on a 
rocky ledge near the reef 
in 1895. But it was in April 
1893 that the skeleton of 
a man was found under 
a rock about a mile and a 
half from Lowrie’s claim, at 
Waitekauri. Constable Be-
atty made inquiries. 

No person was missing, 
and the remains were uni-
dentifiable. An inquest was 
not held as skeletal remains 
were often found and to 
hold inquests on all of them 
would have been an expen-
sive operation. The skel-
eton was widely believed to 
be that of the Black Doctor 
who appeared to have sat 
down under the rock to die.

Ironically in death he 
did become the ‘Golden 
Man’. The Golden Cross 
yielded large quantities of 
gold and ultimately pro-
duced bullion to the value 
of £373,000.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

Toyota Privia
2.4 Auto, 8 Seat, 
NZ New, Tow Bar

$8,990

2006 Nissan Fuga GT450
Top Condition & 
Value

$11,990$11,990

2011 Holden Captiva
V6 Auto, 7 Seat 4WD, 
T-Bar

Value
$6,990

2004 Honda Legend
3.2 Ltr V6, 
Low Km, Top 
Range Model

Now Just

2014 Ford Fiesta
Auto Turbo, Immac Condition, 
106km

$13,990
Now Just

2014 Ssangyong Rexton
Diesel Auto, 4WD Hi-Low, 
Tow Bar, Mint 
Condition, 
SPECIAL

$14,990
Now

2006 Hyundai Santa Fe
Diesel, Auto, AWD, 
7 Seat, Well 
Maintained

$11,990

2014 Volvo V40 T4
Auto, Top of Range 
Turbo, Stunning Car 

$14,990

High winds and rough weather 
in early September toppled the 
Michael Smither sculpture, 
Colour Harmonics, which has 
stood within the Burke Street 
Reserve, in Thames, for more 
than 10 years. 

Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council will relocate the 
sculpture to a secure location 
to check for damage, it said in a 
statement. It was unsure when 
the piece would be reinstalled 
as some items might take long-
er to procure than normal due 
to the backlog of supply issues 
caused by Covid-19 restrictions.

Council’s community facili-
ties manager Derek Thompson 
said although it was a shame to 
see the installation negatively 
affected by weather, it was also 
a “really good opportunity to 
carry out any long term mainte-
nance on this piece of work as 
it had been exposed to the ele-
ments for almost 10 years”. 

High winds 
topple 
sculpture

Santa Claus to return to Ngatea
A newly-formed commit-

tee of keen volunteers will 
bring Santa back to the Hau-
raki Plains this Christmas af-
ter the annual Ngatea Santa 
Parade failed to get off the 
ground last year for the first 
time in decades.

Committee member Shan-
non Stratford said though this 
year’s Christmas on the Plains 
event was still in the plan-
ning stages, it will include a 
Santa parade on December 11 
at 2pm through Ngatea to the 
Hauraki Plains College out-
door stage for Christmas in 
the Park, where there will be 
food and entertainment on of-
fer. 

The annual Santa parade 
didn’t go ahead last year after 
volunteers who had organised 
it for more than 20 years re-
tired in 2019 and new volun-
teers weren’t found in time to 
run the event.

“I think it was just a bit dis-
appointing that there wasn’t 
one last year… but it actually 
takes volunteers,” Mrs Strat-
ford said.

She decided to get the ball 
rolling a few months ago and 
the group is currently in con-
tact with Hauraki District 
Council to organise consent.

“All I did was simply ask a 
question on the Ngatea No-
ticeboard [Facebook group]: 
‘are there any groups doing 
the Santa parade this year’ 
and a whole pile of people put 
their hands up and said ‘we’ll 
join a committee’.  Once we 

By TERESA RAMSEY

got that committee together, 
we found out the high school 
was in the process of doing a 
Christmas in the Park... so we 
joined the two together,” she 
said.

This year’s event will be 
slightly different, with more 
of a focus on entertainment 
rather than the activities held 
by Lions in the past, she said.

“We just want people to fo-
cus on sitting down and enjoy-
ing some music… we’re going 

to have food stalls and people 
can bring a picnic or get some-
thing to eat there and sit down 
and enjoy.”

Students from the col-
lege, Hauraki Plains primary 
schools and the Brianna Ma-
ree School of Dance in Ngatea 
will put on performances dur-
ing the event. 

“It’s not just for Ngatea, 
it’s the whole Hauraki Plains 
area. It includes Kerepēhi 
and Kaihere, Kopuarahi, Wai-

takaruru, Pipiroa - all those 
areas can come together as a 
community and have a good, 
fun time.

“We’re really trying to en-
courage the whole town to 
really get into the Christmas 
spirit, especially after Covid, 
we probably need that even 
more than ever.”

DETAILS: Christmas on the 
Plains, December 11, 2pm. To 
enter a float, or find out more, 
email: shanandsi@xtra.co.nz.

Santa will return to Ngatea this year after the annual Santa parade was cancelled in 2020.               Photo: SUPPLIED

The damaged sculpture. 
Photo: ALANA MARSH
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE GARY 027 227 3396

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernal
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife
$2.8m Green Corridor project begins

The fi rst kilometre of a 17km-
long ecological corridor 

connecting Kopuatai Wet-
land with the Firth of Thames 
has been planted with 18,000 
plants along the Piako River.

The fi ve-year Piako Riv-
er Green Corridor project, 
led by Waikato Regional 
Council, received $2.8 mil-
lion through the Ministry 
for the Environment’s Jobs 
for Nature funding last year. 

The project also includes 
planting out drainage systems 
between the lower Piako and 
Waihōu rivers to provide shade 
for native fi sh and bird spe-
cies during the dry summers. 

In total, a quarter of a mil-
lion plants will go in the 
ground and 35 hectares of 

land will be retired along 36 
kilometres of riparian margins.

Ministry for the Environ-
ment’s Secretary for the En-
vironment, Vicky Robertson, 
said central to the new essen-
tial freshwater package was 
the principle of Te Mana o Te 
Wai: protecting the life sup-
porting capacity of fresh water. 

“These plants will reduce 
sediment by stabilising the 
banks and create a healthier 
environment for the life this 
awa [river] supports,” she said.

Planting started in June 
following a site bless-
ing led by Ngāti Hako.

Waikato Regional Council 
Hauraki Coromandel restora-
tion lead Emily O’Donnell said 
the project brought to life a long-

held dream of iwi to reconnect 
the Kopuatai Wetland to Ti-
kapa Moana (Firth of Thames).

“Most of the land is council 
fl ood scheme land, and this is 
an opportunity for us to meet 

the aspirations of iwi and 
showcase how planting can 
become part of a fl ood scheme 
without compromising capac-

ity and integrity,” Emily said.
“We had talked about doing 

a project like this but under 
the council’s current fund-
ing it would take us prob-
ably 50-60 years to deliver. 

“The Jobs for Nature 
funding allows us to de-
liver it in fi ve years.”

Waikato Regional Council 
established a working group 
for the project, consisting of 
representatives from iwi, the 
Department of Conserva-
tion, Hauraki District Council, 
Fish and Game, the Thames 
Valley Land Drainage Advi-
sory Subcommittee and the 
Waihōu-Piako Flood Protec-
tion Advisory Subcommittee.

The Hauraki Plains, known 
as Tikarahi by Ngāti Hako, 

was once a huge wetland for-
est dominated by kahikatea, 
tōtara and swamp maire.

Napa Otimi, of Ngāti Hako, 
said the project was “very spe-
cial” to all the iwi of Hauraki. 

“We’re trying to reconnect to 
all of those things that we’ve 
lost over the generations.”

All the plants will be eco-
sourced with a preference to 
them being grown by local nurs-
eries and social enterprises.

The project is expected to cre-
ate 16 new jobs over its duration.

The $1.219 billion Jobs for 
Nature programme is a gov-
ernment initiative, creating 
nature-based jobs to benefi t 
the environment and support 
the economic recovery follow-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic.

Waikato Regional Council 
Hauraki Coromandel restorati on 

lead Emily O’Donnell (centre) 
plants a kahikatea tree aft er a 

blessing in June. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

“These plants will 
reduce sediment by sta-
bilising the banks and 

create a healthier envi-
ronment for the life this 
awa [river] supports.”

- Vicky Robertson
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

HUSTLER LX-680 
SPRAYER

With mix match agitator, 

8m manual fold boom, 

heavy duty 100m hose reel  

RRP $9,700 +GST 

 NOW $9,400  +GST in
Other op� ons available, just give us a call.

KOPU 07 868 5007 (FARM & PETS) 
PAEROA 07 862 7295 (FARM & PETS) 

WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030 (FARM & PETS) 
WWW.FRANKLINVETS.CO.NZ

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Need a vet?

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fi ttings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

Entries are open for up and coming 
young Māori working on sheep and 

beef farms around the country to en-
ter the prestigious Ahuwhenua Young 
Māori Farmer Award (AYMF).

The award was inaugurated 10 years 
ago and is designed to recognise the 
achievements of young Māori in the 
farming and horticulture sectors. 

In 2022, the competition is for sheep 
and beef – in a three year cycle, young 
Māori involved in horticulture and 
dairy are also recognised.

The competition is run in conjunction 
with the senior Ahuwhenua Trophy, 
which in 2022 is also open to Māori 
sheep and beef farmers.

Pouarua Farms, near Ngatea, was 
named a fi nalist for the Ahuwhenua 
Trophy this year.  The farms are joint-
ly owned by Ngāti Maru, Ngāti Paoa, 
Ngāti Tamaterā, Ngāti Tara Tokanui 
and Te Patukirikiri. It comprises 10 
farms throughout its 2200ha: nine 
dairy units and one drystock unit, and 
is the largest single dairy platform in 
the Hauraki region, in which 4600 
cows are milked across 1775ha.

Nukuhia Hadfi eld, chair of the man-
agement committee which oversees 
both the Young Māori Farmer and 
Ahuwhenua Trophy competitions, said 
continued growth within the Māori ag-
ribusiness sector had opened up new 
career opportunities for rangatahi. 

In the relatively short time the com-
petition has been running, it had 
brought to the fore some outstanding 
young Māori men and women who had 
already excelled in their careers, she 
said. Since becoming fi nalists or win-

Entries open for Young 
Māori Farmer competition

RuralRural LifeLife

ners they have moved up to new and 
more responsible roles and many have 
become inspirational role models.

“I would encourage young Māori men 
and women to enter this competition. 
They will fi nd, like others have in the 
past, that it opens up new opportuni-
ties and networks and gives them the 
self-confi dence to achieve their full po-
tential. 

“The Ahuwhenua whānau that runs 
the competition is both welcoming and 
supportive and not in any way intimi-
dating. They will have a great time,” she 
said.
DETAILS: Entry forms and further details 
are on the Ahuwhenua website: www.
ahuwhenuatrophy.maori.nz. Entries close 
February 11, fi nalists will be announced 
late March 2022. The winner will be an-
nounced at the Ahuwhenua Trophy 
awards dinner on Friday, May 27, 2022.

Former Ahuwhenua Young Māori Farmer Award 
fi nalist Tumoana Harrison-Boyd.   Photo: SUPPLIED
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Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

17 Kerepehi Twn Rd Offers Over $869,000

• 1920's Bungalow, partially renovated
• 4 Dbl bdrms, fireplace, Dbl gge, Dbl carport
• 4711m2 section, 2 titles, 2 different zones

RN1386 1214

8 Fernleigh Street Offers Over $630,000

• Relocated & Renovated 3 bedroom home
• Insulated top & bottom, Heatpump & DVS
• New Dbl Garage, 863m2 section subject to survey

RN1378 1213

306 Hill Street, Thames Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 1-2PM

NEW

LISTING

Being elevated in a centrally located position not only are you handy to everything in town but you get to sit
back, relax & enjoy some simply stunning views. Extensively remodeled over the last couple of years this is a
good solid family home with substance to it. Deadline Closes 6th October 2021.

RT5659 - PHILIP JUDD 027 449 7132 2313

20 Lee Avenue, Paeroa $530,000

3 brm brick home includes separate lounge, open plan kitchen/dining and a spacious hobby room. Retrofit
double glazing, 2 heat pumps, HRV system and is insulated. Excellent outdoor entertaining overlooking a
sizeable 1014m2 mature & thriving section. Single garage plus workshop. Zoned Industrial

RG1926 - KYLIE HEDGES 027 210 2996 1113

376 Thames Coast Road, Thames Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 1-2PM

Uninterrupted views looking West over the Firth and situated in lovely Thornton Bay with sandy beach,
swimming and beach boat launch. This property provides level easy access car parking and a single level home,
well presented and laid out to take advantage of those glorious views.

RT5652 - JON STANDBROOK 021 145 1738 113

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Licensed REAA (2008)

REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

THE SEASONS 
ARE CHANGING
AND THE DAYS ARE 
GETTING LONGER 
Do you long for a new home?
Give me a call to talk about how I can help.

201 Pollen St • www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963 Paul Saunders 021 220 0098

0800 11 11 10

RUN-OUT MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER LS
LIMITED STOCK NOW AVAILABLE 

$32,990 
+ ORC 

or FINANCE

*2.4L petrol engine
*Dual zone air cond.
*18” alloy wheels
*7 seats
*7.2L/100km

Saunders Mitsubishi

NEW SHIPMENT IN STOCK
Finance Available

LOVE YOUR HOME
In our October 20th 

issue we are running 

a special feature all 

about the home and 

the garden.

If you would like to get your business 

in front of over 34,000 locals, 

contact Nikki now at  

nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz  

for more information.
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The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Andrea Grant
Pauanui 
M: 021 043 6437
E: andea.grant@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Paying it forward
Team Trinity are committed to providing exceptional real estate services.
Whether it’s helping a Buyer or a Seller, our commitment remains the same
– to provide service that exceeds our client’s expectations.

We are also committed to our community and helping those in need. 

If you work with us to sell your home, we will
donate $1000.00 of our commission to a charity 
or non-profit organisation of your choice
(including Sports club, education, support services and others) in your name!  And there is 
absolutely no cost to you! So if you would like to show your support for your community
the process is easy, we list your property, we sell your property and then we donate
$1000.00 to your chosen charity or non-profit organisation at no cost to you*.

Contact one of the team to discuss.
*T & C’S apply. 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Te Puru, 473 Thames Coast Road 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136912/

Phone for a Private Viewing

1 1 1 -

Asking Price $290,000

Matatoki, 1 Warahoe Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136820/

Phone for a Private Viewing

Price By Negotiation 

Turua, 9 Piako Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136925/

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $625,000

Managatarata, 249 SHWY 27 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136882/

Phone for a Private Viewing

- - - -

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 9 Station Road, Puriri
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136923/

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 704 Richmond Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136883/

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

SOLD

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

990

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Diary, 4  In mint condition, 14  Erase, 15  Tokyo, 16  Statistics, 17  Gleam, 19  End, 20  
Gateway, 21  Antenatal, 22  Soften, 25  Pay packet, 27  Jungle, 28  Youths, 33  Telescopes, 35  Ass, 
36  Reagan, 37  Iron, 39  Toe, 41  Chablis, 42  Banzai, 43  Amendment, 44  Franc, 45  Anecdote, 50  
By, 51  Infamous, 55  Barge, 58  Caretaker, 59  Adroit, 60  Florist, 61  Doc, 63  Duck, 64  Entire, 65  
Hot, 66  Economical, 68  Eleven, 69  Placed, 71  Spaceship, 76  Duties, 77  Capacitor, 79  Pianist, 81  
Rye, 84  Cairn, 85  Elliptical, 86  Ochre, 87  Leave, 88  Sow your wild oats, 89  Kenya. 

DOWN: 2  Isobar, 3  Rhyme, 5  Nets, 6  Intense, 7  Tasted, 8  Ouija, 9  Disdain, 10  Tags, 11  Oregon, 
12  Haven, 13  Reddens, 14  Emotion, 18  Cappuccino, 23  Scope, 24  Almanac, 26  Acerbic, 27  
Justify, 29  Torpedo, 30  Peahen, 31  Maize, 32  Tavern, 34  Seam, 36  Relax, 38  Notes, 40  Idea, 
45  Arced, 46  Earache, 47  Data, 48  Taking, 49  Bride, 50  Beached, 52  Fellowship, 53  Martini, 54  
Unseat, 55  Braille, 56  Wrath, 57  Vice, 62  Voice, 67  Lettuce, 68  Emerald, 70  Chateau, 72  Proviso, 
73  Mexico, 74  Dispel, 75  Osprey, 76  Decay, 78  Aglow, 80  Niche, 82  Only, 83  Vast.

39

ACROSS
1  Funny (7)
4  Harbour a grudge 
(4,6)
9  Rendezvous (7)
13  Soft cheese (4)
14  Earnings (6)
15  In tears (6)
16  Penned (7)
19  Salad sauce (10)
20  Bawdy house (8)
21  Alphabetic 
reference (5)
24  Light gas (6)
25  Creamy dessert (6)
27  Dutiful behaviour (9)
32  Grand Spanish 
country house (8)
33  Quick look (6)
34  Cold-shouldered (7)
38  Train stops (8)
39  Accompany (6)
40  Appearance (4)
41  Model (5)
42  Immature (5)
45  Attempt relentlessly 
(3,3,3,5)
52  Ensnares (5)
55  Person who refrains 
from using any animal 
product (5)
56  Visible aura (4)
57  Run naked in public 
(6)
58  Empty (8)
61  Jute fabric (7)
62  More equitable (6)
63  Remedial drug (8)
66  English city (9)
68  Painful to touch (6)

69  Plan (6)
73  Hot drink (5)
74  Platform for 
executions (8)
76  Duty (10)
81  Lends a hand (7)
82  Spotted tile (6)
83  Bracelet 
attachments (6)
84  Pitch (4)
85  Branch of 
mathematics (7)
86  Without a hat (10)
87  Line of hereditary 
rulers (7)
DOWN
1  Book for photographs 
(5)
2  One-wheeled vehicle 
(8)
3  Cheerful, easy-going 
(6)
4  Navigation floats (5)
5  Region (4)
6  Gruesome (7)
7  Tiers (6)
8  Boat (5)
10  Goes wrong (4)
11  Of enormous size or 
strength (7)
12  Required (6)
17  Wavy (10)
18  Forest clearing (5)
22  Killer (8)
23  Sandy fawn colour 
(5)
24  Rumour (7)
26  Has possession (4)
28  Work build-up (7)
29  Ingest (anag)(6)

30  Provisions room (6)
31  Abscond (6)
33  Crow about (5)
35  Sequence (5)
36  Japanese lead-
glazed earthenware (4)
37  Northern China 
desert (4)
43  Started the batting 
(6)
44  Moves towards (5)
46  Paper quantity (4)
47  Alligator pear (7)
48  Covet (6)
49  Less common (5)
50  Shocking (8)
51  Beginner (6)
52  Laboratory 
employee (10)
53  Absent (4)
54  Church tower (7)
59  Military trainee (5)
60  Margin (4)
64  Room (5)
65  Fraught with danger 
(8)
67  Put on a pedestal 
(7)
68  Immature frog (7)
70  Commercial attaché 
(6)
71  Coiled (anag)(6)
72  Caught on camera 
(6)
75  Region’s plant life 
(5)
77  Insipid (5)
78  Mean, vicious (5)
79  Play the lead (4)
80  Etching liquid (4)

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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OCTOBER GARDENING AT
Landscape 
Supplies 

- Compost 
- Screened Topsoil 
- Riverstones 
- Decorative Pebbles 
- Bark
- Mulch
- Aggregates
- Washed Sand
- Pit Sand
- Macrocarpa Sleepers
- US Hardwood Sleepers
Loan Trailers Available

382 Ngati Maru Highway 

Totara, Thames   

OPEN 7 DAYS 
8.30am to 5pm 

 Ph  868 7960   

WE ARE 
OPEN UNDER 

LEVEL 2
You must scan our 

QR Code or fi ll in the 
Register

WEAR A FACE MASK 
AT ALL TIMES

Keep 2m distance from 
other customers & staff 

New 
Spring 
Stock 

Arriving 
Every 
Week 

• Impatiens
• Petunias
• Nemesia
• Fuchsia
• Azaleas

SEED
POTATOES
18 Varieties 

Available

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Non planting
Day

2

Non planting
Day

3

Non planting
Day

4

Non planting
Day

5

Non planting
Day

6

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

7

New Moon

8

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

9

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

10

Non planting
Day

11

Non planting
Day

12

Plant above 
ground crops

13

Plant above 
ground crops

14

Non planting
Day

15

Non planting
Day

16

Non planting
Day

17

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

18

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

19

Non planting
Day

20

Non planting
Day

21

Full Moon

22

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

23

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

24

Non planting
Day

25

Non planting
Day

26

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

27

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

28

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

29

Non planting
Day

30

Non planting
Day

31

Non planting
Day

October 2021 Moon October 2021 Moon 
Planting CalendarPlanting Calendar

Gilmer Farms
With no market until 

we are at Covid level 1,

Phone 029 870 4433 

to book a visit 

to our nursery

Email: gilmerfarms1nz@outlook.com 

Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 
Tel 07 8687892 Mob: 027 314 1577 

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
www.valleyeducation.co.nz 

Sick of waiting for hubby to mend the fence?
Still waiting for the chainsaw to be fi xed?  
Keen to do a bit of chainsaw sculpting?

Our Te Mahi Whenua 15 week course is a Level 3 programme 
designed to get people back to the land, giving you confi dence 

with all kinds of machinery - chainsaws, quad bikes, 
two wheelers, fencing (wire and post and rails).
Te Mahi Whenua is what it says: less time in the 

classroom, more time on the land 
with hands-on real world learning.

The programme encompasses health and 
well-being and incorporates this into working on 

the land. You will fi ll your kete 
with new skills and upgrade old ones.

If you want to be part of a great team whose focus is working the 
land, not the classroom, call us and keep fi lling your kete with 

new skills, even if you are working part-time.

October means we are mid-spring 
and there is plenty to be done in the 

garden. New season crops and flowers 
will be starting to appear so it’s time to 
plant more ensuring a continuous sup-
ply of fresh vegetables, lovely fruit and 
fragrant flowers to last you through the 
summer months.
VEGETABLES
Once you have prepared your garden 
beds, you can start planting your seed-
lings for the summer crops when avail-
able in your garden centres. Asparagus 
plants less than two years old must now 
be allowed to grow on to fern. Culti-
vate carefully and fertilise. Broadbean 
harvest usually starts at the end of the 
month. When very young, eat pods and 
all but when seeds have reached the size 
of a 10c piece, only the shelled beans are 
eaten. The tips of young shoots can be 
eaten as a green vegetable.
Early sowings can be made of dwarf 
beans, climbing and scarlet runner. 
Beetroot – sow seedlings now. Cabbag-
es, carrots, parsnips and celery – sow 
seedlings in well cultivated and ferti-
lised soil. Cucumbers, zucchini, melons 
and pumpkin – container-grown seeds 
can now be planted out from the middle 
of the month. Provide well composted 
cultivated soil and mulch once planted. 
Eggplants, capsicum, tomatoes can be 
planted out towards the end of October 
once the soil warms. Garlic and onions 
– regular, careful cultivation is required 
with the addition of a side dressing of a 
balanced fertiliser. Make regular sow-
ings of lettuces at three to four weekly 
intervals to give you a regular supply 
of fresh salad greens. Potatoes – main 
season plantings should be made in all 
warmer districts. Enrich soil with well-
made compost before planting. Contin-
ue to mound up.
Rhubarb – transplant seedlings into 
their permanent location. Plant at least 
150mm apart. Vegetables to harvest – 

Plant more now for summer

It’s time to plant beetroot now.
Asparagus, broad beans, cabbage, car-
rots, cauliflower, leeks, lettuce, onion 
(spring), peas, potatoes, rhubarb, silver-
beet, spinach and kale. Seeds to sow – 
Beans, cabbage, lettuce, spring onions, 
peas, radishes, silverbeet, spinach and 
zucchini.
FLOWERS
Bulbs and perennials, such as daffo-
dils, jonquils and many others can be 
left undisturbed to naturalise in per-
manent growing positions. Seeds to 
sow – carnation under cover, alyssum, 
Canterbury bells, cornflower, poppy, 
hollyhock, lobelia, phacelia (outdoors). 
Roses - earliest blooms start to appear. 
Bushes start to make rapid growth  and  
constant watch must be kept so protec-
tive measures may be taken at first sign 
of pest (aphids) and diseases.
FRUIT
Citrus fruits of most varieties will now 
have reached full maturity, although 
tangelos will still improve if left on the 
tree until next month. Plant out young 
passionfruit vines. A hot north fac-
ing sunny position is best suit to their 
growth. Strawberries are starting to 
flower well and the growth rate is in-
creasing. 
COMPOST HEAP
Stimulate rapid breakdown of compost 
by adding additional garden lime and 
nitrogen fertiliser. 

- Ngatea Garden Circle
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CALL THE EXPERTS

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING
• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice

• Wallpaper • Accessories
Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

Dog daycare, a fun 

environment for social dogs 

with plenty of grassed areas 

for play.

We cater to all ages, breeds and sizes.

Great boredom buster and 

enrichment experience.

Ph: 027 415 8209

email: playfulpawspetlodge@gmail.com

web: wwwplayfulpawspetlodge.com

349 Hauraki Road, Turua

DOG DAYCARE

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

Need help with legal 

& court proceeding?

Contact Susanna for a quote 

Susanna Kruger
Ph: 027 538 9789 

E: susannakruger20@gmail.com

• Divorce      • Probate
• Business    • Dispute

LEGAL & BUSINESS CONSULTANT

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

�Floor 
WSolutions 
0 0 □ 

CARPET VINYL WOOD MOBILE 
"Dee and Pippa are an awesome duo. They know what they are doing, honest, 

reliable and very professional. Highly recommend. " Paku Lodge 

Dee & Pippa 
Phone: 027 747 7000 

pippa@floorsolutions.co.nz 

www.floorsolutions.co.nz 
JfJe COIKR- lo<.J'OIA. 

FLOORING

Proudly 
Thames locals 

serving 
freshly roasted barista coffee, 

tea, real fruit ice cream 
& delicious treats

Inside Goldfields Mall  
100 Mary St, Thames

Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 2pm ish 

 COFFEE

CLASSIFIEDS

Place your 
classifi ed in the 
local paper that 
is being read...

contact 
Nikki today.

Phone: 
022 130 3885 

or Email: 
nikki@

valleyprofi le.co.nz

Public Notice

Land Wanted

For Sale

Wanted to BuyPublic Notice
Positive Paeroa AGM

7th October 2021 
6pm at Peddlers Motel 

Conference Room, 
Paeroa.

TOMATO seedlings, 
heritage varieties $1 each ph 
0211008709 - Kerepehi

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Old cardboard ammunition 
boxes
Gold and silver
China - Royal Doulton, Shel-
ley, Moorcroft, Clarice Cliff, 
Carlton Ware, Royal Worces-
ter, Crown Lynn and other 
makes of early New Zealand 
pottery, Beswick, Lladro, Royal 
Albert and other quality makes 
of China
Collections of vintage toys 
including Fun Ho, Matchbox, 
Dinky, Corgi and any other 
related items
Early glass, Lalique, Etling, 
Murano and other quality items
Quality items of crystal, 
particularly Waterford Crystal

Swarovski Crystal
Collectables - Military medals 
and related military items, 
fountain pens, old signage, AA 
badges, cameras, scientifi c 
equipment, sewing items, 
sporting items including badges, 
medal ans programs, early 
crocks and bottles, postcards, 
early tin toys, teddy bears and 
dolls, all tools, shipping items 
and nautical items
Maori artifacts
Jewelery
Carved Ivory and Jade
Coin collections and bank 
notes
Early books

ANTIQUES
COLLECTABLES

AND

WANTED We’ll 
come to 

you!TO BUY

Gold and silver - top prices paid

Call Sarah on 021 0247 4025
Contact us on antiquesgallery2021@gmail.com



























LEGAL NOTICE TO IDENTIFY PREFERRED CLASS OF ALIENEE (PCA) – 
PUBLISHED IN THE LOCAL THAMES, NEW ZEALAND PUBLICATIONS – 

THE VALLEY PROFILE AND THE HAURAKI HERALD IN SEPTEMBER 2021. 

To all concerned, who are blood relatives / descendants of the following persons: 

▪ Watene Te Wharemahihi Te Koau – 1797-1883
▪ Mita Whareroa Watene – 1825-1908
▪ Pirimona Watene – 1866-1942
▪ Hori Pirimona Watene – 1895-1979
▪ Jenet Aloha Turuhira Watene Spencer and Ani Clipper Watene Maxfield –

Living
You are hereby notified that Keola Ranginui Watene, deceased, bequeathed his 
property located at 9597 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames, Coromandel District, to his 
sisters, Jenet Aloha Turuhira Watene Spencer, and Ani Clipper Watene Maxfield.  
Any blood relative of a former owner, or descendant thereof,  interested in 
purchasing said property may declare their intention to purchase by contacting Kylee 
Jacobsen or Kay Beveridge at Jacobsen+Co Ltd., via email 
kay@jacobsenandco.co.nz , 25 Roche Street, PO Box 501, Te Awamutu 3840, New 
Zealand, or 14-15 Cherrywood Court, Otumoetai, PO Box 8248, Tauranga 3145 New 
Zealand. 

The real estate listing for the property can be viewed at the following link.  
https://www.bayleys.co.nz/2180443  

The legal description of the property is as follows: 

Area – 4252 square meters Block 2B WAIKUWHARU 

Record of Title – SA10C/957 

This legal notice is posted to meet the Maori Land Court requirement of offering a 
first right of sale and purchase of this Maori Freehold property to a descendant of a 
former owner. 

Thank you, Jenet Spencer ,  Ani Maxfield

The Valley Profi le publishes 
an arts page every 2nd 

month. If you are interested 
in supporting this page, 

please contact Nikki for more 
information. There are limited 

spaces available.

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

JOIN OUR 
ARTS PAGELocal couple seek 

2,000 to 10,000 sqm of 
fl at to gently sloping land. 

We are not developers 
and are cash buyers. 

No real estate agents thank you. 
Please call 021 181 7773 

to discuss.
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NEW 
RELEASES

Saturday 2nd October, Boyd Park, Te Aroha - 2.00pm Kick Off

LIMITED SPECTATORS
There will be a livestream via the Thames Valley Swampfoxes Facebook Page

Round 3 of the 2021 Bunnings Warehouse 
Heartland Championship Competition. 

Thames Valley Swampfoxes Thames Valley Swampfoxes 
vs vs 

BullerBuller

,

(Maximum of 200 spectators 
with restricted entrances)

Sealey & Queen Sts, Thames   Ph Pete  027 2577 777

$12,990

2.4 Ltr petrol, D/C, 
113,000kms    

2.4 Ltr, D/C, 
194,000kms     

1992 Toyota Hilux  2003 Mitsubishi Triton   

$11,990

SPORTS

HEARTLAND RUGBY

Second win for Valley rugby
A bonus point 35-19 victory 

over East Coast at Ruato-
ria last Saturday has placed 
Thames Valley equal first with 
South Canterbury at the top of 
the Heartland Championship 
points table.

The match was played in 
excellent conditions at Wha-
karua Park, but it was a rather 
disjointed game not helped by 
Thames Valley being on the 
receiving end of three yellow 
cards. 

The Swamp Foxes man-
aged to run in four good tries 
and the score could have been 
higher but for some sterling 
defence by East Coast. 

In fact, the first yellow card 
resulted in an automatic sev-
en-point penalty try which 
enabled East Coast to be only 
four points behind at half time.

Todd Doolin had opened 
Valley’s scoring with a penalty 
goal and then a fine break by 
Leroy Neels led to a try by Josh 
Kaho.

The conversion was unsuc-
cessful but shortly afterwards 
Connor McVerry, playing his 
fortieth match, scored his first 
ever try for the Swamp Foxes. 
Doolin converted to give Valley 
a 15-0 lead.

East Coast responded with 
a converted try but a further 

penalty goal to Doolin extended 
Thames Valley’s lead to 18-7. 

Then came the penalty try 
for East Coast when the referee 
ruled they would have scored 
but for a knock-on intercept 
by Sione Vakapuna Etoni, 
bringing the half time score to: 
Thames Valley 18, East Coast 
14. Early in the second half, 
Doolin kicked his third penalty 
goal and then Tevita Halafihi 
scored a try from a Thames 
Valley counter attack. 

Doolin’s conversion made 
the score 28-14 to the Swamp 
Foxes. Mid way through the 
half, Valley were again reduced 
to 14 men when Muir was yel-
low carded - as was Masirewa 
for the final ten minutes. Dur-

ing this period, Halifihi again 
demonstrated his speed and 
strength to score his second try 
which Doolin converted. 

East Coast had the last say 
with one further try making the 
final score: Thames Valley 35, 
East Coast 19.

Tiaontin Raroren from 
Whangamata was named 
player of the match. He is not 
a regular half back but turned 
on a fine performance in this 
position when he replaced the 
injured Leroy Neels. 

Next week Thames Valley 
play Buller at Te Aroha. At-
tendance is limited to 200 peo-
ple but the match will be live 
streamed on the Thames Valley 
Swampfoxes Facebook page.

Tevita Halafihi scores his first try against East Coast.           Photo: TVRFU

The Valley Profile has been 
nominated for two catego-

ries in the Hauraki-Coroman-
del Business Awards - Ser-
vice to Business and People’s 
Choice.

This year’s Service to Busi-
ness nominees include the 
Valley Profile, Coastal Bins, 
Jo Tilsley, Jocelyn and Stuart 
Read and Thamesonline. The 
Service to Business award win-
ner is decided by a panel and 
the finalists will be announced 
on October 8.

The Valley Profile was also 
nominated for the People’s 
Choice category, along with 28 
other businesses, which is open 
for public vote until October 1.

Valley Profile editor Teresa 
Ramsey said it was a nice sur-
prise to learn the Profile had 
been nominated for the award 
categories.

“It’s an honour to be nomi-
nated alongside these fantastic 
local businesses and individu-
als who do so much for our lo-
cal communities,” she said.

“The team at the Profile has 
been working hard to support 
our local businesses during this 
difficult time with Covid-19 re-
strictions. 

“Our role is to keep the com-
munity informed and help 
businesses get their message 
across with affordable adver-
tising, plus our very popular 
advertorials and news stories 
that celebrate our local busi-
ness people.”

After votes are counted, the 

top three nominees for the Peo-
ple’s Choice award will be an-
nounced, receiving two tickets 
each to the awards evening on 
October 28 where the winning 
business will be named.

Nominees for the Commu-
nity & Not For Profit category 
have also been announced, and 
finalists will be chosen by a 
public vote. Nominees include: 
Hauraki Animal Rescue Team; 
Mercury Bay Cancer Support 
Trust; Nicole Fisher; CAPS 
Hauraki; St John Paeroa Store; 
Stepping Out Hauraki; Te 
Whariki Manawahine O Hau-
raki Women’s Refuge; Thames 
Animal Rescue Team; Thames 
Museum Society; Turua Ani-
mal Rescue; Waihi Town Cats 
and Whitianga Community 
Services Trust.

Meanwhile, award judges are 
busy going through applica-
tions from entrants in the other 
categories: Emerging Business, 
Hospitality, Manufacturing & 
Trade, Professional Services, 
Retail, Rural and Primary In-
dustries, and Tourism. 

Winners will be announced 
at the Hauraki Coromandel 
Business Awards gala evening 
on October 28 at the Grand 
Mercure Puka Park in Pauanui. 
DETAILS: Voting for People’s 
Choice and Community & Not For 
Profit categories close on October 
1 at 5pm. Public voting for both 
categories take place online: hau-
rakicoromandelbusinessawards.
co.nz. Finalists in all categories 
will be announced on October 8.

Valley Profile among 
award nominations
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

Actor’s Lord of the Rings dreams dashed
A Thames actor stopped 

shaving and cutting his 
hair for a year in preparation 
for a role in the Lord of the 
Rings TV series that has since 
moved offshore. 

Allan Judd was hired as a 
recurring actor in Amazon’s 
still-untitled Lord of the Rings 
series almost two years ago, for 
which he was to play a mer-
chant character 
audiences could 
“get to know”.

“Then it all 
went pear-
shaped with 
Covid and so my 
hair got all cut 
back,” he told 
The Profile.

However, it wasn’t all lost. 
Mr Judd was contacted again 
to instead play another part, 
which he said “turned into 
quite an integral little role 
within the show”.

He had completed around 30 
days of filming for the first sea-
son before it was announced 
the series would leave New 
Zealand for the production of 
its second season, and would 
instead be shot in the United 
Kingdom.

Mr Judd, who said he 
couldn’t “give too much away” 
due to contractual agreements, 
said he was one of around 40 
people cast who were a vital 

By KELLEY TANTAU

Thames actor Allan Judd stopped shaving and cutting his hair in 
preparation for a role in the still-unnamed Lord of the Rings TV 
series.                        Photo: SUPPLIED

“It’s not only the ac-
tors, it’s the film crew, 
the sound, the lighting 
people that are all go-

ing to be out of employ-
ment as well.”

- Allan Judd

part of a particular city. 
“You might be there from 

4.15am until 6pm… so 14 hours 
on set and you might film may-
be two minutes of work,” he 
said. 

“They’ll do a scene that takes 
20 seconds but they may shoot 
it 10 or 12 times. 

“It’s amazing the money be-
ing spent on it.” 

The series, which will be set 
prior to the events of the Lord 

of the Rings 
novel and films, 
has a budget of 
US$1 billion, 
and is under-
stood to be the 
most expen-
sive series ever 
made. “The se-
curity was over-

the-top,” Mr Judd recalled. 
“You’d get into a van to go 

from the costume room over to 
the set and all the windows on 
the vans were blacked out. 

“You couldn’t go to the toilet 
without putting a robe on in 
case there are people outside 
with cameras, so we had to be 
very vigilant about where we 
went and what we said.” 

However, Mr Judd said it 
was disappointing the pro-
duction of the show had been 
pulled from New Zealand for 
its future seasons.

He’d been “booked in” to film 
the next season, so it was “gut-
wrenching” to hear the news 

over the radio that his role in 
the series was uncertain, he 
said. 

“It’s not only the actors, it’s 

the film crew, the sound, the 
lighting people that are all go-
ing to be out of employment as 
well. 

“It’s right across the board. 
[The show] was very valuable 
to New Zealand.” 

Mr Judd has been working 
in television for the past five 
years, and had roles in Short-
land Street, The Brokenwood 
Mysteries, and The Panthers. 

He was also a familiar face on 
the theatre stage. 

The Lord of the Rings se-
ries’ first season - featuring Mr 
Judd, will premiere on Ama-
zon’s streaming service Prime 
Video on September 2, 2022.

And while he was still hop-
ing for the email asking him to 
head to the UK to recommence 
filming, Mr Judd said he was 
also focused on putting on 
some events locally.

Allan Judd has been working in tel-
evision for the past five years.


