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Paralympic heroine heads home

Danielle Aitchison has arrived back in NZ with two medals around her neck after competing in her first ever

Paralympics. KELLEY TANTAU chats with the country’s 211th Paralympian as she

t's Danielle Aitchison’s

fourth day in managed iso-
lation at an Auckland hotel,
and both she and mum Tracy
don masks as they answer the
door to get their temperatures
taken.

After passing their first Cov-
id-19 tests, they were given
blue wristbands that offered
them 45-minutes of outdoor
exercise, but it’s raining in
Auckland, and the pair predict
much of the day will be spent
inside studying.

“Mum and I have gone over-
seas or to national competi-
tions within New Zealand, so
we know how to travel together
without getting on each other’s
nerves,” Danielle says.

The pair are close, with Dan-
ielle crediting her mum as one
of the most influential people
in her career, while Tracy has
always instilled that if you nev-
er try, you never know.

Now, Danielle has become
New Zealand’s 211th Paralym-
pian after success at the Tokyo
Paralympics saw her clinch a
silver and bronze medal in the
women’s 200m and 100m T36
sprint, respectively.

“I was really happy to be out
there,” Danielle said, “and I
enjoyed racing with the girls,
so when I got the silver medal
it was more the icing on the
cake.”

Covid-19 restrictions meant
Tracy watched the events un-
fold from her Hamilton home.

Danielle Aitchison scooped two medals in her Paraly

“I was bursting because I
knew how much effort and
work Danielle has put into her
training. She’s made a lot of
sacrifices,” she says.

“There are days when she
doesn’t feel like she wants to

- .
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go out and train, there are days
when the weather is absolute
sh*t outside, and yet she puts a
jacket on and off she trots.

“So that first silver medal...
she was finally being rewarded,
and I knew what it meant to

n;pic debut in Tokoyo.
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her.”

Danielle was born with se-
vere jaundice, two uncommon
types of cerebral palsy (athet-
oid and ataxia), and 80-90 per
cent hearing loss.

Tracy was told her daughter

rec

uperates in MIQ.

would likely suffer brain dam-
age and be in a wheelchair.

However, after being in-
spired by the 2016 Summer
Paralympics in Rio, then-16-
year-old Danielle turned her
attention to athletics for the
2017 Halberg Junior Disability
Games.

Danielle, who grew up in Pa-
tetonga, moved to Hamilton a
few years ago to pursue a uni-
versity degree and to focus on
her sport, joining the Hamilton
City Hawks athletics club in
2018.

She has been training with
coach Alan McDonald while
she juggles her studies at the
University of Waikato.

“I didn’t think [the Paralym-
pics] was possible when I was
younger because I was compet-
ing against able-bodied kids
and I wasn’t up to their level,
so I was quite sad that I wasn’t
able to achieve what they were
all achieving,” she says.

“But now that I'm in the
Paralympics, and to have been
able to try different sports that
were more suited to my disabil-
ity, I'm super proud of how I've
coped and how I've taken up
the opportunity.”

Danielle spent her 2o0th
birthday - her first birthday
away from family - in Saga, Ja-
pan, almost two weeks before
her first race in Tokyo.

She was surprised with notes
and letters from loved ones
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Danielle’s dream debut in Tokyo

CONTINUED FROM P1

back home, and a cake organ-
ised by her travelling compan-
ions.

But the realisation she was
about to compete on the Para-
lympic stage didn’t hit her un-
til she walked through Tokyo’s
Olympic Stadium to practise
block-starts before the full
competition began.

“It was the biggest stadium
I had seen and there was no
one there,” she says. “I couldn’t
imagine if someone was there
because it was so big and so
surreal.”

Danielle, who completed her
schooling at Kaihere School
and Hauraki Plains College,
has tricks to get into the right
mental state before a race, in-
cluding avoiding her phone,
and reciting mantras.

“I do have a music playlist
which is upbeat that me and
my best friend made.

“It brings back good memo-
ries and it gets me in a good
mood,” she says.

She hopes to inspire people,
whether they are disabled or
able-bodied, to give different
sports a go and “aim for the
stars”.

“I know that the Paralym-
pics have had so much interest
from people who have a dis-
ability asking how they can get
involved,” Tracy says.

“It opened up their world,

=

Danielle Aitchison hopes to inspire people to give different sports a go and “aim for the stars”.

This time though, the whole
family wants to be by her side.

“I don’t want to watch anoth-
er Paralympics on the couch,”
Tracy says.

Photos: SUPPLIED

“It is a lot of hard work,”
Danielle adds, “so you have to
be committed to making the
dream come true. At the end of
the day, it’s all you.”

and they saw things that they
never thought were possible.”
Danielle is now setting her
sights on the 2024 summer
Paralympics in Paris, France.
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Masks quickly become handbag essential

By KELLEY TANTAU

Thames Valley grandmoth-

r making 20 masks a day

to help prevent the spread of

Covid-19 believes face coverings

are an item everyone will end up
owning.

Lynnette Mackenzie, from Pu-
riri, has already made hundreds
of reusable cotton face masks
during the current Covid-19 out-
break. On one hand, she’s sur-
prised at just how booming her
business has become. On the
other, government regulations
making mask-wearing the “new
normal” contributed greatly to
its success, she told The Profile.

In a September 1 update from
the Ministry of Health, it be-
came mandatory for people to
wear a face covering if they were
a customer or an employee in-
volving customer contact at a
business or service operating at
Covid-19 alert level 3. At level 2,
people legally must wear a face
covering when on public trans-
port, on flights, visiting health-
care or aged-care facilities, and
inside retail businesses and pub-
lic venues, such as libraries and
museums.

“I think it’s something we’re
all going to end up owning... in
our handbags, in our cars,” Lyn-
nette said.

“This time I've made double
what I did last time, and I think
that’s because it is mandatory.”

LEFT: Lynnette Mackenzie’s face mask business has been booming. RIGHT: Family members rock her washable masks.

Lynnette said having four chil-
dren and nine grandchildren
meant there was always “little
sewing bits and pieces to do”, but
at the end of the last lockdown,
she started making washable, re-
usable masks for her family.

Things started developing
when Lynnette’s creations were
put online, and she was now
making at least 20 masks a day.

She had been running on old
stock until the Thames Valley
dropped to level 3 on August
31, and she’s since been buying
more fabric through contactless
delivery to keep up with demand.

“Alot of people are saying they
are finding them comfortable.
One lady said to me she would
normally rip off her mask as
quickly as she could once she’d

get out of the supermarket, but
she was actually in her car driv-
ing when she realised she needed
to take my mask off. So that’s re-
ally good feedback.”

And although it wasn’t manda-
tory for children under the age of
12 to wear a face covering, Lyn-
nette had also been making and
selling masks for the younger age
group.

4
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“I'm pleased to think that I'm
helping to look after the commu-
nity, and that I'm doing some-
thing that isn’t just for money,”
she said.

“[This lockdown], my house is
not clean, food is not prepared,
there is no baking... nothing is
being done, except the masks.”

Lynnette’s masks can be found
on Facebook Marketplace.
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Return to school after
‘uncertain’ lockdown

While some students ben-
efited from not having
long travel times to and from
school during the latest Cov-
id-19 lockdown, others too shy
to seek support struggled, Hau-
raki Plains College says.

The sudden shutdown on
August 17 saw schools around
the country close their doors
throughout the duration of
Covid-19 alert level 4, only reo-
pening to full capacity on Sep-
tember 9 under level 2.

Hauraki Plains College Year
11 dean Alissa Place said while
New Zealand’s first lockdown
in March last year prepared
the school and its students
for learning from home, there
was “a sense of uncertainty”
brought upon by the recent
lockdown’s changing goalposts.

“Some students benefited
from not having the long trav-
el times to school and utilised
that time to do more meaning-
ful things. Sadly, there are defi-
nitely students who, for a myri-
ad of reasons (lack of resources
such as internet, having to help
with family businesses, being
too shy to seek support from
teachers etc), struggled,” she
said.

“I'would say that the students
who did struggle last time were
better prepared to seek support
this time around.”

Mrs Place said there would

“definitely” be students who
would return to school be-
hind in their NCEA -credits
and achievements, but said the
school had a number of inter-
ventions ready to be put into
place to enable success for all
students, regardless of their ex-
perience learning from home.

“Students need to prioritise
their efforts and time well, they
need to seek guidance from
an adult they feel comfortable
with at school (subject teacher,
form teacher, dean) and pre-
pare a realistic plan of attack,”
she said.

“The students need to make
the most of teacher and sen-
ior student tutorials. They also
need to take it one step at a time
and not give up. It also helps
when the family is on board
supporting the school and the
students in getting everything
they need done.”

NCEA exams have been
pushed back by two weeks be-
cause of the lockdown, which
deputy head boy Reefe Benny
said should help students.

“Despite the shortening of
summer break, we should be
prepared as long as we push
through right up to the dates of
our exams,” he said.

“I think that this lockdown
affected HPC not too severely.
I feel as if students have coped
much better this time.”

HPC students filled in their spare time with a variety of activities during lockdown

Rueben Smith tests out his home-made BMX track

during lockdown.

Isabelle Courtney brightens her neighbours’ day

with footpath chalk.

Ashton Woolworth rebuilt the motor in his home-
built buggy.

Cerys Hasler, year 10, gets to work looking after

the bee hives.

Following the 90th celebrations of
the founding of Ngatea District High
School / Hauraki Plains College in
2002, a group of past pupils on the
organising committee made the
decision to found a Trust which would
provide additional resources and
opportunities for the college beyond
what the Ministry of Education
provides.

From this conversation, the Haurakian
Charitable Trust was formally
established in 2004 to enhance the
educational, social and wellbeing

HPC students learning quad skills

outcomes for Hauraki Plains College
and the local community. That was
the beginning of a number of projects
which have contributed significantly
to the school.

: .l ':ji‘ 'ﬁ}:!. L ".'l- -

Trust a Good News Story The Trust is currently working with the

- opportunity
4 to meet the needs of a growing
| population in Ngatea, 28 acres (8.8

The first project
to get off the
ground was the
purchase of the
original Hayward
Farm, which was
made possible
by the generosity
of a small
number of local
families who
saw merit in the
project. At the
time, the intention
was for profits from the farm to
provide additional resourcing for
the college. When a subdivision
became available

ha) was re-zoned for students to have
‘hands on’ experiences in agriculture,
horticulture, bee keeping, building,
poultry and the like.

The subdivision also enabled the
Trust to purchase a larger farm at
Waitakaruru, in order to build up a
sustainable funding base for grants
to the college. A further recent
addition of a block of land now forms
a 174 hectare farm milking 550
cows. Considerable work has been
completed to ensure an effective

S dairy  farming  operation  including

the extension of the cowshed and

. - development of races and fencing for
S the block.

college to continue the development
of the Hayward
Farm as a site
for the delivery of
Primary Industry
and Trades hands
on learning. The
construction  of
a classroom on
the farm and the
establishment
of a large shade
house for growing
trees under the
Trees for Survival
programme are two projects currently
being considered.
Other projectsthe Haurakian Trust has
either sponsored or initiated include
the reconstruction of the Dog Box
(the original school classroom); the
Centennial (Sports) Centre; the
Masonic Lodge for a Performing
Arts Centre and 11 Orchard Road
at the front of the school for a
project yet to be decided.

HPC students learn fencing skills

As well as the provision of facilities
to allow students to learn, the
Trust has given over $200,000
to assist the college with non-
ministry funded purposes. The
$20,000 donated this year has
enabled the college to employ
an additional school counsellor.

With the ongoing development of the
Haurakian Charitable Trust Farm at
Waitakaruru, the goal is to eventually
provide $100,000 annually to the
college.

Current Trust members are Ciaran
Tully (Chair); Gill Leonard, Neil Gray
and Ngaire Harris (all founding
members of the Trust) along with
Lee Carter, Derek Aislabie, Peter
Schouten and Hayley Green who
contribute a diverse range of skills.
Trust Chairperson, Ciaran Tully, is
clear on the value of the Trust to
college and community: “The Trust
is here to support the students of
Hauraki Plains College. When we
help the students, there is a flow on
effect. Parents want to send their
children to Hauraki Plains College.
More students means more teachers,
which brings more people to Ngatea
and more investment in our local
businesses and community.
Everyone benefits”.

HPC students learn fencing skills
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Pair not ‘lazy’, just leaving their lawns alone

By KELLEY TANTAU

ometimes, letters won’t be

delivered because the postie
can’t find the mailbox. Other
times, neighbours knock on the
door to make sure whoever is
inside is “not dead in there”.

But that’s okay.

Missing mail and concerned
neighbours were to be expected
by those taking part in the “no-
mow movement”, John McKe-
owen and Deborah Macdonald
Brown said.

The Thames friends, who
live a few blocks apart, have
taken the “unkempt” approach
to their lawns and front verges
- but they insisted it wasn’t be-
cause they were “lazy”.

“I think a lot of people think
we can’t be stuffed, but this is
an active thing we are doing,”
John told The Profile.

“Some people like a formal
garden, some people like a
natural, wild garden, and peo-
ple work hard to maintain it
looking natural. It’s a personal
thing.”

The idea behind the initiative
was for homeowners to let na-
ture take its course and allow
all or part of their lawns to grow
instinctively.

Benefits included a reduced
use of fossil fuels from pet-
rol engines; the provision for
a habitat for insects, which in
turn provided food for birds;
the establishment of wild flow-
ers as a nectar source for bees;
and long grass, which was bet-
ter able to absorb stormwater
run-off with less discharge of
urban pollutants into the ocean,
John said.

But the pair admitted the re-
action of the neighbours and
passers-by had been interesting
to witness.

The complaints always boiled
down to aesthetics, they said.

“Other people’s lawns are
beautifully controlled and
manicured, with the lawns per-
fectly mown, and I think it’s for
that sense of order, that they
can control their environment;
whereas, I'm trying to let nature
be,” Deborah explained.

“This is the easiest thing I can
do for the environment.”

John said having a perfectly
manicured lawn was a recent
trend in the world’s history.

“One hundred years ago, no
one had lawn mowers. Now,
there’s become a lawn stand-
ard.”

He was an arborist by trade

bt i s

Thames locals Deborah Macdonald Brown and Jo

and began being mindful about
his lawn years ago, when he
planted fruit trees along his
roadside verge so passers-by
could help themselves to the
produce. However, once he be-
gan actively overseeing that his
lawn and verges remained natu-
ral, he received letters, emails,
and also physical visits from
council staff, he said.

Thames-Coromandel District
Council’s roading manager Ed
Varley told The Profile they
were in contact with John re-
garding the trees on his verge.

He said the council was inter-
ested in maintaining vegetation
on road reserves or verges to en-
sure services “above and below
ground” were not affected by
roots disrupting water pipes, or
tree limbs “growing into power
cables”.

It was also important to main-
tain sightlines for drivers, to
prevent the risk of fire, and not
impede the passage of pedestri-
ans or cyclists who might need
to walk or cycle on a verge.

However, there was no bylaw
regulating this.

“In 2009, our council decided
after consultation and, during
the 10-year-plan deliberations
at that time, that the mowing
of residential berms (or verges)
should be left to the adjoining
property owner. This policy is
consistent with the majority
of other New Zealand local au-
thorities,” he said.

“If a property owner or resi-
dent doesn’t want to maintain
the verge, our council will do
it, but only to the extent need-
ed to mitigate the issues noted
above.”

But despite their lawns being
a perceived eye-sore for some,
John and Deborah were proud
of their properties.

“People think we aren’t
proud,” Deborah said, “but it’s
not about that”.

“It’s bigger than us and what
we feel,” John added. “It’s about
the rest of the planet: the bugs
and bees and fungi and bacteria
that we actually need to live.”

hn McKeowen are letting nature

A = g 1 .
take its course by allowing their verges and lawns to grow instinctively.
Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

John McKeowen planted trees along his roadside verge to allow
passers-by to pick the fruit, but council says they could damage
infrastructure below ground. John’s reasons not to mow your lawn
include: unmown lawns act as a carbon sink; reduced use of fossil
fuels from petrol engines; reduced particulate matter released into
the atmosphere; wild flowers are a nectar source for bees; provides
a habitat for insects which in turn provide food for birds; long grass
is better able to absorb stormwater run-off with less discharge of
urban pollutants into the oceans; reduced urban noise nuisance;
more leisure time for homeowners; provides a seed source for bare
ground; traps moisture to discharge during dry spells.
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Church roof blows off in high winds

By ALLAN JUDD

Fierce, gusty winds tore the
roof off the Baptist church
in Thames on Friday night.

Winds gusting up to
100km/h lifted sheets of iron
off the 140-year-old building,
leaving the ceiling cavity ex-
posed to the elements.

As the winds hauled through
Thames around midnight, the
sound of iron tearing from
roofs, TV aerials and wheelie
bins cartwheeling along the
road could be heard in central
Thames.

At 4am, sheets of iron were
strewn all across the footpath
and forecourt of Wenzlick Au-
tomotive. When owner Ber-
nard Wenzlick arrived at work
on Saturday morning, he had
to spend an hour tidying up the
mess.

He, was concerned Mary St
had not been shut off to the
public as there were still loose
sheets of iron flapping in the
breeze.

The Thames fire brigade at-
tended but were not in a po-
sition to cover the roof with
tarpaulins. A cherry picker or
large extension ladders were
not available and so the roof
has been left exposed while
they wait for insurance to as-
sess the damage.

Baptist Church Pastor Chris
Lee said he was concerned
winds would get up again and
take more of the iron off.

A, .
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Winds gusting up to 100km/h lifted sheets of iron off the 140-year-old Baptist Church bt-lilding, leaving
the ceiling cavity exposed to the elements.

“We were lucky that we didn’t
get the rain as well, as that
would have caused some real
damage,” he said.

“There 1is daylight visible
from inside the church.”

Mr Lee said insurance would
cover the damage, but get-
ting tradespeople to do the job
might be difficult: “It would
mean the closure of Service
Lane 6 for several days, which

will affect the access to other
building in the lane”.

“We were lucky that it hap-
pened at night and the Early
Childhood Learning Centre
wasn’t in attendance, imagine
if there had been small children
outside playing when the roof
came down.”

He says his parishioners
will be fine as no service was
planned for Sunday due to Cov-

Photo: ALLAN JUDD

id-19 restrictions, which meant
services were being held online.

Anglican Church Vicar Bren-
don Wilkinson has offered the
Baptist Church the use of their
church building to conduct
their services.

“We are lucky the wind didn’t
take the roof off ours, the St
James Presbyterian church
or other buildings around
Thames,” Mr Wilkinson said.

Business
nominations
now open

Nominations are now open
for three Hauraki Coromandel
Business Awards’ categories
where candidates are chosen
by the public.

The three categories are:
People’s Choice, Community
and Not-For-Profit, and Ser-
vice to Business.

Nominations close on Sep-
tember 20, and winners will
be announced at the 2021
Hauraki Coromandel Business
Awards gala evening on Octo-
ber 28.

The gala event was post-
poned last year due to Cov-
1d-19. This year’s judges were
still busy going through plenty
of applications from entrants
in the other award categories:
Emerging Business, Hospital-
ity, Manufacturing and Trade,
Professional Services, Retail,
Rural and Primary Industries,
and Tourism.

The Hauraki Coromandel
Business Awards are an ac-
knowledgement of excellence
in all sectors of business within
the Hauraki and Thames-Co-
romandel districts.

The People’s Choice and
Community and Not-For-Prof-
it candidates who accept their
nomination will then go into
a public vote, opening on Sep-
tember 21.

Nominations can be made at
www.haurakicoromandelbusi-
nessawards.co.nz or by email-
ing info@haurakicoromandel-
businessawards.co.nz.

McDonald's
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School being ‘culturally responsive’ with refresh

By KELLEY TANTAU

ome next year, students

from Thames South School
will don a uniform that will
give them “a sense of identity
and belonging”.

On it will be the school’s
new logo, which was designed
following a name change that
would further connect the
kura with its surroundings.

The “refresh” is a way to in-
form whanau and re-energise
the kura (school), and has
been a work-in-progress since
2020.

“We’ve been to-ing and fro-
ing for a while because we had
a few design changes for the
uniform,” board chair Michael
Barlow told The Profile.

“We didn’t want to do any-
thing until we were 100 per
cent sure that this was the way
we were going to go.

“We had given ourselves un-
til term three to put it all out
there,” he said.

Following an approach from
local iwi Ngati Maru, it was
suggested the school look at
the original Maori name for
the area it was located. It was
discovered there was a large
pa located at the mouth of the
Waiwhakaurunga (Kauaeran-
ga) River and the name of that
pa was Te Kauaeranga.

The Te Kauaeranga pa was
very large, and was given the
name Shortland after the
then-acting governor of New
Zealand, and had been trans-

Tamariki at Thames South School are excited about their new ‘refresh’.

literated by Hauraki Maori as
Hotereni ever since.

Therefore, Thames South
School changed its name from
Hoterini ki te Tonga, to Te
Kura o Te Kauaeranga.

“It’s about being more cultur-
ally responsive and mindful of
why we use these terms, what
they relate to, and being a bit
more true to who we are and
what we believe in,” Whaea
Janna Brewster said.

“After our discussions with
the name change, we then
started talking about new log-
0s,” Matua Barlow added.

The new kura tohu (school
logo) has been designed
with input from the school’s
whanau, and with help from
kaumatua Wati Ngamane and
Matua Rick Fisher, as well
as Whaea Tineka Rhind and
Whaea Kylie Turoa.

It incorporates a poutama

(stairway) that represents ge-
nealogies and the various lev-
els of advancement; a Tétekura
(warrior scholar) that strives
for excellence in Te Ao Maori
whilst serving the whenua and
iwi; and a whai (stingray), the
kaitiaki that acknowledges
mana whenua.

The three implementations
- the name reset, the logo, and
uniform - all worked together
to provide the kura with a sense

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

of connection and pride, Matua
Barlow said.

“It is exciting, especially for
South School.

“There hasn’t been much
change for a while and there
is relevance to what we are do-
ing.”

The uniform is currently
in production, and, already
armed with a positive response
from whanau, it is hoped it will
start rolling out in 2022.

utos

9 LV LV

ames A

wimer- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
lrh:- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2004 Honda Legend 2010 BMW 116i

3.2 Ltr V6, Auto, 1.6 Ltr, Top
Low Km, Top - Condition & Service

Rangew History
e -

NZ New, 2.0 Auto,

Condition

) Special
$8,990
2007 Suzuki Swift

5 Spd, 5 Door Hatch,
Trade Special

Now Just

$6,990
2009 Ford Falcon FG XR6

Auto, Tow Bar

Value at

$11,990

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

$3,990

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2010 Mitsubishi Lancer

Towbar, Excellent

Toyota Privia
2.4 Auto, 8 Seat,
NZ New, Tow Bar

2014 Ford Fiesta

Auto Turbo, Immac Condition,
106km

& Now Just

$13,990
2014 Ssangyong Rexton

Diesel Auto, 4WD Hi-Low,
Tow Bar, Mint
Condition,

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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Rural’

Life'

Ballance Farm Env1et Awards now opn

ntries are now open for the

2021 Ballance Farm Envi-
ronment Awards (BFEA) pro-
gramme.

This year, the NZ Farm Envi-
ronment Trust announced the
addition of two new initiatives for
the BFEA programme, including
a new Catchment Group Award
and partnership with Farmax to
provide free Farmax analysis for
every awards entrant.

The Catchment Group Award
is supported by a new partner-
ship between the NZ Farm Envi-
ronment Trust and NZ Landcare
Trust, and is designed to show-
case and celebrate the great work

being done by catchment groups
throughout the country.

“The new Catchment Group
Award recognises the efforts of
a rural community working to-
gether to improve water quality
in local rivers, streams, lakes and
wetlands,” NZ Farm Environ-
ment Trust chair Joanne van Po-
lanen said.

“This new initiative is designed
to celebrate the efforts of catch-
ment groups and help inspire
other rural communities with
examples of good practice.”

The NZ Landcare Trust Catch—
ment Group Award will be o
to catchment groups from a 11

regions in which the Ballance
Farm Environment Awards op-
erate.

“It's exciting to be initiating
this new award across New Zea-
land,” NZ Landcare Trust chief
executive Dr Nick Edgar said.

“We provide support to a large
number of catchment groups
doing amazing work to protect
biodiversity, clean up water-
ways and respond to the climate
challenge. This award provides
an excellent opportunity to
showcase what farmers in these
groups have been able to achieve
by working together”.

BFEA sector experts will meet

with catchment group entrants
to hear their stories and assess
the great work they are doing
based on a range of criteria, in-
cluding identification of risks
and actions addressing water
quality issues; involvement of
the local community includ-
ing iwi and youth; robustness
of monitoring and evaluation to
inform their work; approach to
other outcomes such as soil, nu-
trients, climate and biodiversity.

The 2021 programme sees
Farmax join the Ballance Farm
Environment Awards as a new
Eartner. “Farmax is thrilled to

e supporting the awards which

showcase some of the country’s
most sustainable and profit-
able farmers,” says Farmax CEO,
Gavin McEwen.

All entrants are provided with
feedback from sector experts
about their activities and poten-
tial areas of focus for the future,
something previous awards en-
trants site as being of great value
and use to them as they continue
on their sustainability journey.
DETAILS: Farmers, growers and
catchment groups are encouraged
to visit www.nzfeawards.org.nz to
find out more, enter or nominate
an entrant into the Ballance Farm
Environment Awards.

FroR EARTHWORKS

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

» Metal

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &

Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

ForR CARTING OF

Suppliers of Mangatangi River

Rock

Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell
Palm Kernal

Fertiliser

All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

PHONE GARY 027 227 3396

GET
READY
FOR
THE

SEASON

e 25mm coil tines

distribution units

HAURAK]
MOTORS LTD

18 Run Single Box Trailing
e Easy access rear loading footboard

* 150mm row spacings
e Peg roller seed / fertiliser

PLAINS

$29,995 *&5T

e Sow a variety of seeds and fertiliser

Fence Pro
Farmtek Post
Driver

230kg weight,
hydraulic top link &
angular ram

RRP $9,200* &7
NOW
$8,500+ GST

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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thing to put it on, but there is a

‘Hook’ sclpte some decided

By KELLEY TANTAU

sculpture tipped for a cen-

tral Thames location might
weigh 300kg, but the heavy lift-
ing continues to be undertaken
by a public arts trust eager to
see civic art adorn the town.

For two years, a group of
volunteers have been doing
the “grunt work” required to
get the new sculpture installed
at the Campbell and Pollen St
apex.

The project has passed its
first hurdle, with the Thames
Community Board last month
approving a Licence to Occupy
at the site for a period of up to
three years.

It will now face a full coun-
cil meeting, set for Tuesday,
Thames Public Art Trust trus-
tee Rob Johnston told The Pro-
file, where a decision will be
made on whether the sculpture
needed just resource consent
or building consent too.

The project has been a
lengthy work-in-progress for
the charitable trust, which has
also developed the Rail Trail
Sculpture Trail, with its three
artworks so far installed along
its stretch towards Kopu.

Work was still ongoing to
get more sculptures along the
trail, Rob said, but as an alter-
native, the trust implemented
a temporary art installation
project in town, which would
see works rotated on mobile
plinths.

Jay Hogan S sculpture is made of stainless steel and is more than 4m hlgh

The first was David McCrack-
en’s Baron, which was unveiled
on the corner of Mary and Pol-
len Streets in September last
year. The same was set to be
done at the Campbell St-Pol-
len St apex, with a new ‘Hook’
sculpture by Auckland artist
Jay Hogan.

Jay had contacted the trust
back in 2019 offering a work to

Photo: SUPPLIED

the trust. In April this year, the
ball began rolling and a pre-
ferred site was selected.
“There’s been a long phase of
design and getting the plinth
made, and then an explora-
tion and research phase find-
ing what sites might be suit-
able around town. Now we'’re
in a phase where we've got a
sculpture ready to go and the

long process actually getting it
done,” Rob said.

“But once we've got the okay
[from council], we can apply
for the resource consent, and
that should be it. There are
other little things: when you
cart around a couple of tonnes
of concrete on a truck and the
sculpture itself, you've got to
have things like traffic manage-
ment plans in place and addi-
tional costs and organisational
planning to take care of.”

The resource consent appli-
cation alone could cost the trust
around $1300, but despite the
“masses and masses” of “grunt
work” to get through, including
the signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding between the
trust and council, Rob said it
was all done with a passion to
bring art into the public sphere.

“There is scope for it, and
the appealing thing about this,
even for the people that don’t
appreciate it terribly much, is
that these are all temporary
works,” Rob said.

“They’re moveable and in-
terchangeable, and we have an
idea to change the sculptural
works periodically - we just
haven’t determined how long
that will actually be.”

Pending council’s approval
and a successful resource con-
sent application, Rob hoped
the trust would be able to have
Jay Hogan’s ‘Hook’ on display
by the middle of October.

Season begins
for Swamp Foxes

Thames Valley play their open-
ing game in the Heartland Rug-
by Championship against Wai-
rarapa Bush at Masterton on
Saturday.

Covid-19 lockdowns have
caused the postponement of
the scheduled first four games,
which will now be played in
weeks five to eight of the compe-
tition. The Valley’s second game
will also be an away match as the
team travels to Ruatoria on Sep-
tember 25 to play Ngati Porou
East Coast. Therefore, local fans
have to wait until October 2 to
see the Swamp Foxes on home
soil when they meet Buller at
Boyd Park, Te Aroha.

A new trophy will be at stake
in the Wairarapa Bush encoun-
ter. Thames Valley stalwart,
Ross Cooper, who represented
both unions, has donated a cup
for competition between the two
provinces.

This will promote an extra
edge to the game as both teams
strive to be the first to have their
name engraved on the cup.

Waihou’s Ben Bonnar, left, and
Mercury Bay’s Connor McVerry have
been named Thames Valley co-
captains for the 2021 season.

B E @ F\RANKLIN
" Need'a vet!?

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCALVETS HERETO HELP 24/7

KOPU 07 868 5007 éFARM & PET1)S

PAEROA 07 862 729

FARM & PE

WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030 (FARM & IgETS)

WWW.FRANKLINVET

Hydraulink

Thames

.CO.NZ

24/7

MOBILE
== SERVICE

Carson

-
9%

BOOKSHOP
31900

T'll read my books

and I'll drink coffee

See us for all your hose repairs

* Hydraulic hose & fittings
* Breakdown services 24/7
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Oils

* Ram repairs & servicing
» General Engineering

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

Ph 07 868 5435  weo*
0274 990 924 i

Best under pressure

Read Play Give

and I'll listen to

music, and I'll bolt
the door.”

J.D. Salinger

600 Pollen St, Thames
07 868 6301

www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz
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HANNVIER
HARDWARE

Follow us on facebook and
stay up to date during Covid

@ngateahammerhardware

Current Hours:
Monday — Friday: 8am —4pm
Saturday: 9am — 2pm

Ngatea Hammer Hardware

16 Orchard West Road 078677393

ATe Puru, 473 Thames Coast Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136912/

AHThames, 704 Richmond Street

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136883/

Amy Bustard Adrienne Crawford

b 027 2626177 et 0272984114 ‘
L amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

The Full Real Estate

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

(ZD—] COROMANDEL ¢
COMMERCIALS &

2001 Holden Rodeo AWD 2004 Mltsublshl Trl\ton

2.8L Turbo Diesel,
2.8L Diesel, Crew Cab Double Cab
Sealey & Queen Sts, Thames Ph Pete 027 2577 777

A Matatoki, 1 Warahoe Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136820/

Scott Simpson

MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz

0 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson,
614 Pollen St, Thames.

A Turua, 9 Piako Road

www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136925/

CUSTOMER COURTESY TRAILER
It's part of our service.

021 136 5978

uj:r:::la 114

AHThames, 9 Station Road, Puriri
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136923/

Kerry Trainor - Maree Simpson

¥ 0212365978 'Et | 027 206 7616
kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz r|.- . maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz
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/Richardsons

Ngatea / Paeroa

/Richardsons

ILEINES

41 Benner Drive Offers Over $750,000 28 Benner Drive Offers Over $850,000

210 Waikiekie Road, Thames $739,000

e Transformed 5 double bdrms, 2 bathrooms
» Upgraded throughout, 10 year Halo warranty
 Archgola, 700sgm section, Single garage

RN1381 A5 w2 el =1

 Sought-after Location, 3 bdrm brick home
* Modern kitchen, 2 heatpumps, dble glazed
* Dble internal access garage, 740m2 section

RN1380 =3 2 2 =1

Enjoying a super sunny aspect & spectacular views this 3 double bedroom home is all set up for great family
living. Tastefully refurbished recently which all means you can enjoy the comforts of modern living. Featuring a
4th single bedroom or office, gas hot water, a spa bath & stylish kitchen.

RT5656 - PHILIP JUDD 027 449 7132 =4 Sl ol =1

Spring Spruce Up!
We are invested in your sale

List Excusively with Richardsons Ngatea / Paeroa in
September, October and November and we will help
prepare your property for sale!

.. = ’4 f
/Richardsons

Call one of the team today to find out more

Offer ends 30th November 202 1. Terms & Conditions Apply

PAEROA NGATEA THAMES

07 862 7888 07 867 7800 07 868 6978
54 Belmont Road 33 Orchard Road 556 Pollen Street

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz thames@richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

376 Thames Coast Road, Thames Deadline Sale

Uninterrupted views looking West over the Firth and situated in lovely Thornton Bay with sandy beach,
swimming and beach boat launch. This property provides level easy access car parking and a single level home,
well presented and laid out to take advantage of those glorious views.

RT5652 - JON STANDBROOK 021 145 1738 =3 1 =1

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

. -

- T
Boundary linesare indicative only

Waerenga 154 Taniwha Road

Picturesque lifestyle

bayleys.co.nz/2312559

Sitting on 1.6876ha (more or less) of land on the outskirts of Te Kauwhata this family home is complete with five bedrooms
and a large 200sgm (more or less) shed with accommodation. The 2005 built Golden Home is private and setback from
the road. Designed for the entire family this home spans across a generous 295sgm (more or less), the open plan kitchen,
living and dining make cooking and family time ever so easy. The shed was built in 2017 and is set up for guests, the option
to rent it out or simply keep this gem all to yourself as it will be perfect to house the boat, jetski, farm equipment or extra
storage for the home. Zoned for Te Kauwhata College, don’t delay unlocking your new family home, properties of this size
and setting don't sit around for long. Bring the family and come and check out this lifestyle living now.

BAYLEYS

Sk=t 2wt 2 [l

Auction (unless sold prior) 1lam, Thur 30 September 2021
96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

View by appointment

Karl Davis 027 496 4633

karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

Lee Carter 027 696 5781

lee.carter@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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DIRECT CREMATION
= Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST
THAMES VALLEY Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, HiIZehu
B REMATORY Ngatea $2700 incl GST HO(SAE

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

Please Visit the website:
. A foreverpets.co.nz
advise your i

k for further information.
Vet of your CONTACT: Forever Pets
wishtouse ~ FOFEVEr osseos.

We guarantee the ashes
Forever P?ts Pe ts you get back belong to
Crematorium PET CREMATORIUM your pet and only your pet.

SUDOKU
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 e ool o
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EASY MEDIUM HARD % ©|~|w|o|e||—]o]a
ACROSS 67 Productive with 29 Woven trap (6)
1 Backless seat (5) minimum waste (9) 30 Invisible (6)
4 Further deterioration 72 Use a keyboard 33 Large blood vessel . . .
(4,3,2,5) without looking (5-4) (5)
11 Chopped straw 73 Pilot’'s badge (5) 35 Praise (5) H......
fodder (5 74 C 7 36 D d (4)
104 F?iz:l((-r)ne-up 5) 79 Froer:l\::iysgl(i:se( o?‘ficer 37 Sre]grr_te:;?t (4) “ . . .
15 Burning flamelessly  (8) 42 Sat for a painter (5) ......
11 80 English pl ight 43 At 8 3
gIG )F!brous insulator (8) (11) noe .p e 44 Drilrirllésa:;lgt“zg)g)( ) . . .
U S 1 NN aNENE
21 Poverty-stricken (9) 82 Distance down (5) 47 African bird (7) . “ . .
24 Spok ietly (9 83 Unsettled, 48 Rul 6
26 Sormoniss (4) | undetermined,not 49 Darkness (5). HEEEEEEN
27 Powdery stuff on finalised (2,1,5,2,4) 51 Pulled by rower (4) . . . .
fl 6 84 Whisky plant (5 52 C 1(7)
31" Stockpie (5 SYPERE) 33 Callpamee () HEEE JdEN
32 Intense unfounded DOWN 58 Dangerous maniac . . .
suspicion (8) 2 Armed forces (6) (10) .
34 Opento attack (10) 3 Vegetable (5) 59 Smithy’s block (5) - ] | T [ O
38 Summit (7) 5 Sloping path (4) 63 Photo (8) . . .
39 Window-shop (6) 6 Canadian police 64 Blended (5) _
40 Ageism (anag)(6) officer (7) 65 Harmed (7) .. . ..
41 Apartment (4) 7 Kidnap (6) 68 Concealing device -
42 Jewellery item (7) 8 Grow weary (4) on nude statue (3,4) . . .
45 P i 9 W i 8 69 N lobst 6
S 0 Wiy 0 7 Dok inEEE N
50 Air hole (7) 11 Chequered playing 71 Worldwide (6) B B
54 Excessively self- square (10) 75 Chemically ..
satisfied (4) 12 Play divisions (4) unreactive (5)
55 Trill (6) 13 Vogue (7) 76 Speak sharply, ﬂ .
56 Articles (6 17 D 5 irritably (4
57 PaIrS(;i:ss ((ar)1ag)(7) 18 W?crirt]apo(f t)he mark I';g aBri):; s)atirical sketch H...
60 Seamstress (10) (10) (4) “ . . “ . . .
61 Setti light (8) 22 Foot | (5) 78 G Mrs (4) -
62 Special ablty (5) 23 Spherical (8) . HEEENEE iEEEEEEEEEN
65 U le (6 25 J d 7
86 Draw back nfear, 26 Tabieland (1) H H B H B B BB

pain (6) 28 Beginner (6)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Forceps, 4 Hereditary, 9 Shifted, 13 Dads, 14 Uranus, 15 Learns, 16 Alerted, 19 DOWN: 1 Fed up, 2 Radiator, 3 Spruce, 4 Hunts, 5 Rash, 6 Deleted, 7 Trauma, 8 Renew, 10 Held,
Pharmacist, 20 Timeworn, 21 Surge, 24 Stocks, 25 Errand, 27 Amsterdam, 32 Escapade, 33 11 Formula, 12 Emerge, 17 Smokestack, 18 Crate, 22 Facelift, 23 Drill, 24 Sceptic, 26 Real,

Stroll, 34 Clamour, 38 Toreador, 39 Minuet, 40 Roam, 41 Snail, 42 Croak, 45 Ghost of a chance, 28 Malaria, 29 Sarong, 30 Critic, 31 Futile, 33 Stuff, 35 Month, 36 Trio, 37 Talc, 43 Reduce, 44
52 Sheet, 55 Admit, 56 Silo, 57 Twinge, 58 Bull's-eye, 61 Economy, 62 Aphids, 63 Heirloom, 66  Alien, 46 Hail, 47 Stopper, 48 Obtain, 49 Alias, 50 Hogshead, 51 Equals, 52 Silhouette, 53 Eyes,
Brickwork, 68 Reared, 69 Gentle, 73 Tabby, 74 Enormous, 76 Heightened, 81 Flyleaf, 82 Aghast, 54 Theatre, 59 Smack, 60 File, 64 Swing, 65 Standard, 67 Rubella, 68 Risotto, 70 Gallop, 71
83 Orphan, 84 Saga, 85 Apparel, 86 Stationary, 87 Abandon. Mozart, 72 Iguana, 75 Right, 77 Empty, 78 Drain, 79 Save, 80 Coma.
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Ready,
set, go!

To celebrate the 2020
Tokyo Olympics, Hi-
kutaia School held their
own Olympic ceremony
early last month, with
students representing
countries such as New
Zealand, Scotland, Fiji,
Australia, and Japan.
There was even the
lighting of the Olym-
pic Flame. Sports were
also planned but were
postponed due to rain.
Valley Profile reporter
KELLEY TANTAU was in
attendance on the day.
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i
Valerie Sampson dressed in yellow to represent Australia in style.

L i
-

Izzy Ching, left, and Sasha Flooks “release” their
paper doves.

Tuwhakaea Mohurori waves the Scottish flag.

_—

TRINITY

ADRIENNE& KERRY WELCR

MAREE SIM

|
Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

INTO THE THAMES TRINITY NETWORKTEAM

M: 027 206 7616

E: maree simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

The Full Real Estate Service | (07) 868 9773 | 701A Pollen Street | trinitynetwork.co.nz

Licensed REAA (2008)
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CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman

Situations Vacant

Public Notice Public Notice

Mowing, hedges, fenc-
ing, gardening, carpen-
try, painting, retaining
walls, welding, water-
blasting. Work is good
quality and | will not at-
tempt work outside of my
skills. Insured. Dennis
Schuler 022 129 0169

On the Thames Coast,
modern house needs to
be kept clean by a non-
smoking, tidy, mature
person. $25 per hour.
Phone 868 2225

Care worker wanted for
various part time shifts.
Ph 027 237 4413

Wanted to Buy

>0ld cardboard ammunition
boxes

>Gold and silver

1> China - Royal Doulton, Shel-
ley, Moorcroft, Clarice Cliff,
Carlton Ware, Royal Worces-
ter, Crown Lynn and other
makes of early New Zealand
pottery, Beswick, Lladro, Royal
Albert and other quality makes
of China
Collections of vintage toys
including Fun Ho, Matchbox,
Dinky, Corgi and any other
related items

> Early glass, Lalique, Etling,
Murano and other quality items

> Quality items of crystal,
particularly Waterford Crystal

ANTIQUES

SOCOLLECTABLES

Gold and silver - top prices paid

> Swarovski Crystal

> Collectables - Military medals
and related military items,
fountain pens, old signage, AA
badges, cameras, scientific
equipment, sewing items,
sporting items including badges,
medal ans programs, early
crocks and bottles, postcards,
early tin toys, teddy bears and
dolls, all tools, shipping items
and nautical items

>Maori artifacts

>Jewelery

> Carved Ivory and Jade

I>Coin collections and bank
notes

>Early books

Call Sarah on 021 0247 4025

Contact us on antiquesgallery2021@gmail.com

V

Place your ad today!

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Hauraki DisTRICT Historic Kpu Bridge
Licensing CoMMITTEE Sf\f;lﬁnty
P el Licam " || 2nd October 2021
Section 101 Sale and at 2pm
Supply of Alcohol Act 2012. St Georges
S and S Sheehy Ltd, (owner), Committee Room
has made application to the District Mackay St Thames
ALL WELCOME

Licensing Committee at Paeroa for

the renewal of an On Licence in
respect of the premises situated at
10 Orchard West Road, Ngatea,
known as The Public Office.

The general nature of the business
conducted under the licence is Cafe/
Restaurant.

The days on which and the hours
during which alcohol is sold under
the licence are: Monday to Sunday
7am to 11pm.

The application may be inspected
during ordinary office hours at
the office of the Hauraki District
Licensing  Committee, ~ William
Street, Paeroa.

Any person who is entitled to object
and who wishes to object to the
grant of any application may, not
later than 15 working days after the
date of the first publication of this
notice, file a notice in writing of the
objection, with the Secretary of the
District Licensing Committee at:-

To: The Secretary of the District
Licensing Committee Hauraki
District Council PO Box 17
PAEROA 3640.

No objection to the issue of a licence
may be made in relation to a matter
other than a matter specified in
section 131 of the Sale and Supply
of Alcohol Act 2012.

This is the only publication of this

To promote
your
business
in our
monthly
Health and
Wellness

page for
only $128
contact
Nikki today.
This includes
a free
editorial!
022 130 3885

@~ TREE

*SHAPES
Qualificd Andoniots

#- Treework Large & Small

# Stump Grinding # Hedge Trimming

#~ Fruit Tree Pruning ==~ Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 398S or 0274 726627

Proudly qlr
1% Thames locals g=»
Ll serving L.

freshly roasted barista coffee,
tea, real fruit ice cream
& delicious treats
Inside Goldfields Mall
100 Mary St, Thames
Tuesday to Saturday 9am to 2pm ish

CALL THE EXPERTS

notice.

DOG DAYCARE

Dog daycare, a fun
environment for social dogs
with plenty of grassed areas
for play.

FLAYFLUL
s
[ea

N
Tis dbd rore
We cater to all ages, breeds and sizes.

Great boredom buster and
enrichment experience.

Ph: 027 415 8209
email: playfulpawspetlodge@gmail.com
web: wwwplayfulpawspetlodge.com

349 Hauraki Road, Turua

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges o One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

i/%/

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Ourfumzly serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

o Traditional and

Bespoke Funerals
e Direct Cremation
o Pre-Planning

Ph: 0800 862 6362

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

TARS
TECH £ ADMWN
BUSINESS SUPPORT

IT SUPPORT

WERSTE
DEET COLLECTMON
OT DERY
www.tabs.net.nz

LEGAL & BUSINESS CONSULTANT

Need help with legal
& court proceeding?

Susanna Kruger
Ph: 027 538 9789
E: susannakruger20@gmail.com

PAINT

* Quality ¢ Paint » Colour * Advice
* Wallpaper * Accessories
Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

ATIENSJUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE
ISTS

SPE |
- PORTALOO HIRE | |

Al = 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

Floor

O O

CARPET VINYL

FLOORING

Solutions

WO00D

“Dee and Pippa are an awesome duo. They know what they are doing, honest,
reliable and very professional. Highly recommend.”

Dee & Pippa
Phone: 027 747 7000
pippa@floorsolutions.co.nz
www.floorsolutions.co.nz

MOBILE

Paku Lodge

PLUMBER

Thicirrigd

PLUMBING ¢ DRAINAGE * GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz
“Covering The Valley”

WALLPAPERER

Pete
Grinder
027 535 0580

Pé;[ie the Paperhanger

www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

RUBBISH REMOVAL

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,
Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd
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Bitter resp

As part of a Valley Profile
series, MEGHAN HAWKES
explores our local history by
seeking out stories of life and
death in the Thames Valley

PART TWO

Read part one in last week’s
Valley Profile

he loss of her husband

was a catastrophic blow
to Hugh Hill’'s wife, com-
pounded by her precarious
financial situation. But the
community pulled together
and in May, 1886, fundrais-
ing efforts began for the re-
lief of the families of the two
men killed. Mrs Casley stat-
ed she had been provided for
— her husband, Thomas Cas-
ley, had his life insured. She
said whatever funds were
raised be solely devoted to
Mrs Hill.

One hundred subscription
lists were printed, a fundrais-
ing lecture was given on ‘Billy
Brag the Cornish miner’, the
Manukau Gold Mining Com-
pany donated two guineas,
the Waiotahi Company five
and the Thames Drainage
Board gave 10 pounds, all
in aid of the widow Hill. But
by August, things had begun

onse to husbands’

i e i b+

= Ty
The Caledonian Mine - the most productive of the Thames gold mines.

going wrong for Mrs Casley
who found herself tripped
up by a new law. Her hus-
band had no will made and
according to the old law, his
father could claim one half;
the new law only allowed the
father one third. Mr Casley
successfully put in his claim
on the 12th of May for every
shilling he could claim.

By early 1887, both Mrs
Casley and Mrs Hill had be-
come bitter.

They wrote an astonish-
ing letter to the Thames Star
expressing their disgust that
the Humane Society was to
award bronze medals to the
13 men who tried to save
their husbands.

They did “not think it
was very brave of the men
when they found the body
of Thomas Casely to turn
the hose on him . . . then to
put him in the cage on his
head, tie him in it with his
feet up and not one of those
brave men would come up in

. e

the cage with him . . . we are
only weak women but if we
had known the position our
dear husbands were in, we
would have rushed to them
and have come up in the
cage with them.”

The rescuers replied that
in No 3 level they found the
chamber was partly clear of
gas owing to the stream of
water coming down the shaft
but it was with the greatest
difficultly they got the can-
dle lit. Thomas Casley was
found first and raised out of
the deadly gas by the men
who were nearly suffocating
themselves. He was placed
carefully in the cage in a sit-
ting position, but his boots
were hanging out a little, and
for fear they would catch on
the shaft going up they were
tied back to the bar.

“We defy Mesdames Hill
and Casley, or any other
person to deny that Thomas
Casley was not sent to the
surface in as comfortable po-

de_ath in mine

Photo: SUPPLIED

sition as was possible under
the circumstances . . . we are
very much afraid, had Mrs
Hill and Mrs Casley been at
the No 3 level on that occa-
sion, they would not have
been so anxious to rush to
their dear husbands as they
would have the public be-
lieve.” They had the deepest
sympathy for the ladies, but
they advised them both to
stick to facts and write their
letters themselves. Whoever
the writer was, he was either
arogue or a fool.

“We feel sorry that Mrs
Hill and Mrs Casley should
so far forget themselves as to
put their signatures to such
an inhuman scrawl.”

On September 27, 1887,
at the Academy of Music, a
bronze medal was present-
ed by the Royal Humane
Society to 13 men for their
efforts to save the lives of
Thomas and Hugh when
overwhelmed by bad gas in
the Caledonian Mine.

Sick of waiting for hubby to mend the fence?

A little bitof something

L
foxjeveryone:
crysta lsWtﬂgons
dimovx 4

7448

Insight Legal

PRACTICAL | AFFORDABLE | LOCAL

GRAHAM O’BRIEN
Council Building, Ngatea
P:(07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Q

St John
Hera for Life

Looking to volunteer for your community?

Still waiting for the chainsaw to be fixed?
Keen to do a bit of chainsaw sculpting?

Our Te Mahi Whenua 15 week course is a Level 3 programme
designed to get people back to the land, giving you confidence
with all kinds of machinery - chainsaws, quad bikes,

two wheelers, fencing (wire and post and rails).
Te Mahi Whenua is what it says: less time in the
classroom, more time on the land
with hands-on real world learning.
The programme encompasses health and
well-being and incorporates this into working on
the land. You will fill your kete
with new skills and upgrade old ones.
If you want to be part of a great team whose focus is working the
land, not the classroom, call us and keep filling your kete with
new skills, even if you are working part-time.

Volunteering not only benefits the organisations and community
but the volunteer as well. Learn new skills, meet new people and
gain the satisfactions of helping out those in need. We have a range
of community programmes staffed by volunteers for you.

Opportunity shop.

Our St John Opportunity shop provides the income that helps us to
provide and maintain our Community Service programmes. We have
vacancies for volunteer shop staff and delivery drivers.

Youth Programmes.
There are some vacancies on our St John Youth programmes
for children aged 6 to 8 years and youth from 8 to 18 years.

Health Shuttles.
We have vacancies for volunteer drivers for our shuttles based in
Thames and Paeroa.

Friends of the Emergency Department and Hospital
This is a great opportunity to help support and befriend patients and
families at Thames Hospital. No clinical skills required.

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

To find out more information please call Nikki on:
(07) 868 0555 or email nikki.tyrrell-baxter@stjohn.org.nz
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[.ockdown
vandalism
‘disrespectful’

By KELLEY TANTAU

andals have broken level 4

lockdown rules to wreak hav-
oc at a much-loved and “off the
beaten track” location.

The Department of Conserva-
tion (DOC) was made aware of
recent vandalism up the Mara-
toto Valley in Hikutaia after a
staff member came across it
while exercising. It appeared a
gate installed by DOC earlier this
year to curb “anti-social” activ-
ity at the site had been deliber-
ately knocked out of alignment,
potentially rammed by a vehicle.
The locking post also appeared to
have been shot at.

“This is very disappointing,”
DOC Hauraki district operations
manager Avi Holzapfel said.

“Whoever is responsible was
not only breaching the alert level
4 rules, they've also forced an ad-
ditional repair cost on DOC and
therefore the taxpayers of New
Zealand.”

DOC is still working through
the logistics of repairing the dam-
age at the site.

Mr Holzapfel said recurring is-
sues such as vandalism, rubbish

dumping, and firewood collection
occurred at the site, and Marato-
to Rd resident Tim Cruickshank
said it had “certainly ramped up
through this last lockdown”.

“It had been building, but this
lockdown it has got out of con-
trol.”

Mr Cruickshank said the area
was popular with walkers and
horse riders, but doing either of
those things now was “almost im-
possible” thanks to the large tyre
tracks that had churned up the
unformed road.

“I just think it shows a com-
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The area is popular with walkers and horse riders, but that was now ‘almost impossible’, a resident says. LEFT: A gate

installed by the Department of Conservation appears to have been shot at and rammed.

plete disrespect for a shared envi-
ronment,” he said.

“My thought would be that rea-
sonable use, as in, driving to take
your children for a swim might be
fine, but I think the extent of the
abuse of the landscape shows a
disrespect for all other users.”

Legally, vehicles were allowed
access along the road; however,
DOC’s long-term preference was

to limit vehicle access to protect
the tracks, Mr Holzapfel said.

“One of the reasons we ar-
ranged for the gate to be installed
was to prevent damage from ve-
hicles and maintain good walking
access tracks for visitors.

“The gate has been left open
while we work through access ar-
rangements with counterparts at
Hauraki District Council.”

Photos: SUPPLIED

Council’s group manager ser-
vice delivery Adrian de Laborde
said although the area was within
Hauraki district, it was not an
area council actively monitored as
it was primarily a DOC site.

“We are disappointed at this
vandalism and damage to the en-
vironment. Unfortunately, there
is very little we can do to prevent
such vandalism,” he said.

WHYTELINE

OUR LATEST PRE-OWNED LISTINGS

1.6L
RECARO SPORTS SEATS

FINANCE AVAILABLE
TRADE-INS WELCOME

FINANCE AVAILABLE
TRADE-INS WELCOME

2005 Suzuki Swift Sport

AUTOMATIC
KEYLESS ENTRY

$5,995
2017 Suzuki Vitara JLX

1.6L
2WD

AUTOMATIC

ONE OWNER

$20,990

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ |

HAURAKI'S HOME OF § SUZUKI

4WD
Low Kms

FINANCE AVAILABLE
TRADE-INS WELCOME

NZ NEw

NZ New 4WD

FINANCE AVAILABLE
TRADE-INS WELCOME

2019 Isuzu D-Max LS-S

$55,990

$18,990

39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA |

AuTomMATIC 1.4L TurRBO

HEAPs OF EXTRAS ONE OWNER

AuTO MANUAL
VERY TIDY FLAT DECK

FINANCE AVAILABLE
TRADE-INS WELCOME

FINANCE AVAILABLE
TRADE-INS WELCOME

2018 Suzuki Vitara Turbo 2011 Suzuki Swift LTD

AuTtomartic 1.4L
NEw TYRES NZ NEw

$25,990
2018 Suzuki Jimny Sierra 2008 Toyota Hilux

2wp 1.6L
NZ NEw

$23,995

FINANCE AVAILABLE
TRADE-INS WELCOME

2016 Holden Barina CD

FINANCE AVAILABLE
TRADE-INS WELCOME

5 SPEED MANUAL
Low Kms

AUTOMATIC
ONLY 29,000 KmS

$11,990

07 862 8783



