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PHONE 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)
EMAIL sales@smartbins.co.nz
ONLINE www.smartbins.co.nz

WE ARE LOCAL – proudly 100% Kiwi owned & operated

Need a rubbish bin?

With a range
of size options 

– we’ve got you 
covered!

High demand for food during lockdown, P3

Shoppers 
support 
local

Phillip McCourt and 
his dog Zorro pick up 

a coffee from Paeroa’s 
Courtyard Cafe.

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Coff ees, muffi  ns and home hardware 
supplies were top of the shopping 
list around the region when Covid-19 
restrictions dropped to level 3 on 
September 1.  
During the past week, people could 
be found supporting their local 
businesses and adapting to mask-
wearing and social distancing 
measures throughout the district.
However, support for small businesses 
will need to be long-lived to make 
sure they get back on their feet, the 
Thames Business Association says. 

FULL COVERAGE: P2, 6-7.

Ella’s rubbish 
walk, P20
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 08
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 13

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 

in The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/
txt 027 396 2459 with your full 
name, the business name and page 
number of the ad by the following 
Monday to go in the draw to WIN 
a car valet from Thames Autos 
worth $150! The prize is drawn at 
the end of each month.

PO Box 550, Thames 3540
www.valleyprofile.co.nz

100% LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
Email: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

Email: kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
ADVERTISING

Ad manager Nikki Sanders 
Ph 022 1303 885

Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 
MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN

Ph 027 396 2459
Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

TBA: ‘Spread hunger around’
Thames may have looked 

like “an absolute zoo” on its 
first day in Covid-19 alert level 
3 conditions, but support for 
small businesses will have to 
be long-lived to ensure they get 
back on their feet, the business 
association says. 

On September 1, the first day 
out of the alert level 4 lock-
down, Thames Business As-
sociation chief executive Sue 
Lewis-O’Halloran told The 
Profile the town’s main street 
was “reasonably busy” and it 
had been “almost difficult get-
ting a parking spot”. 

Queues to the town’s takea-
way restaurants, which can 
operate under level 3 provid-
ed they are contactless, were 
snaked around Goldfields 
Shopping Centre, she said. 

“I just hope people spread 
their hunger around. Let’s go 
to McDonald’s one day and 
then maybe Sugar Cafe or Food 
for Thought or Grahamstown 
Coffee Shack, or any of the oth-

ers that are open, because they 
need support to survive,” she 
said. 

When news broke that New 
Zealand would head into a na-
tionwide lockdown from mid-
night on August 17, Sue said 
it had come as “a bit of a sur-
prise”.

“We had our Business Break-
fast and Lunch programme 
launch that day, and we had a 
full house both times. We also 
had a Kiwi Fusion dinner that 
night, but by that time, the 
word had started to trickle out 
that there was going to be a 
shutdown.”

Now under level 3, she en-
couraged people to shop local 
and utilise businesses’ click 
and collect services where ap-
plicable.

“I did click and collect with 
Carson’s Books and picked up 
my order. They had it ready at 
the front door and it was easy-
peasy,” she said. 

“I’m also doing a click and 
collect at Bed, Bath and Beyond 
in the Goldfields Mall. We’re all 

By KELLEY TANTAU

Customers keep their 2-metre distance while stopping in at Food for Thought, Thames.                             Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

The Valley Profile is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,500 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
letterbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribution around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

CONTINUED P6-7

Financial support is avail-
able for businesses who 
have experienced reduced 
revenue due to the current 
Covid-19 outbreak. 
This includes the one-off 
Resurgence Support Pay-
ment, and the second 
round of the wage subsidy 
among other packages de-
signed to help businesses 
through Covid-19 alert 
level restrictions. More 
information can be found 
online: covid19.govt.nz.

WHERE TO GET 
SUPPORT

just doing the best we can with 
what we have,” she said. 

“I do hope we get to level 2 
soon because there are still a lot 
of businesses that cannot oper-
ate easily in level 3. 

“However, Thames busi-
nesses are amazingly resilient, 
and it’s just outstanding what 
they can achieve in some pretty 
tough times.”

The business association has 
an online directory pointing 
customers to stores, business-
es, and accommodation pro-
viders who are open under alert 
level 3 and lower. For informa-
tion, visit: www.tba.nz.

Ngatea and Paeroa were 
also busy when the alert levels 
changed last week. 

Thames Business Association chief executive Sue Lewis-O’Halloran 
says local businesses need support to survive.    File photo: TERESA RAMSEY
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500 days 
interest free
*on in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 21.9.21

Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. *500 Days Interest Free is 
available on in-store Q Card and Q Mastercard® Flexi Payment Plans & Purchases $999 & over until 21.9.21 
Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, layby and not to be used in conjunction with any 
other offer. Lending criteria, $50 Annual Account Fee, New Cardholder fee—$55 Establishment or Existing 
Cardholder fee—$35 Advance Fee applicable, terms and conditions apply. Minimum payments of 3% of the 
monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only 
the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. 
Standard Interest Rate, currently 25.99% p.a., applies to any outstanding balance at end of Interest Free 
period. Rate and fees correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Mastercard is a registered trademark 
and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. See Counter for full details.

All sizes.
Single price.
Any size Swisstek Ultra, for the price of a single.
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FURNITURE & BEDS R US
PH 07 868 6128

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design    

Installation    

Service  

0800 4 EFFLUENT       www.williamsirrigation.com

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES

www.lynchandpartners.co.nz

For business & Farming Enterprises 
in the Thames Valley

• Income Tax Planning •
• Management Reporting •

• Budget & Cashfl ow Forecasting •
Paeroa Offi  ce

25 Willoughby St, Paeroa

Phone (07) 862 8643

Waihi Offi  ce
Rosemont Rd, Waihi

Phone (07) 863 7372

High demand for food during lockdown
The need for food from 

Paeroa’s Pātaka Kai has 
more than doubled since the 
start of the latest Covid-19 
lockdown. 

The food rescue, run by Te 
Whāriki Manawāhine o Haura-
ki (Hauraki Women’s Refuge), 
has seen more than 140 fami-
lies a week utilise the service. 
That has grown from the 50-70 
typically helped in 
a week pre-lock-
down. 

“There definite-
ly is a need there,” 
Te Whāriki gener-
al manager Denise 
Messiter said. 

“We’ve also had 
people request 
support through 
kai packs, which 
we deliver to their 
homes contactless if they can-
not get to the Pātaka Kai.” 

The rescue, on Paeroa’s main 
street, was launched back in 
June, and was inspired by the 
country’s first Covid-19 lock-
down last year. 

Te Whāriki chairperson Jo-
sie Anderson earlier told The 
Profile the lockdown brought 
to light the district’s “seriously 
lacking” food security.

“Last year, with Covid-19, it 
came to the fore, and it actually 
gave groups like ours a chance 
to not only know it, but to take 

actual steps forward to do 
something about it,” she said.

“When we were delivering 
food and supporting whanau, 
one thing we found when we 
sat back to reflect, was that 
although this was about pro-
viding kai to our families, we 
saw that whānau were actually 
starting to participate in the 
decisions themselves. 

“What that was saying to us 
was when our families have the 

resources, they 
are more than 
capable of mak-
ing decisions for 
themselves.”

Denise said 
this lockdown, 
those utilising the 
Pātaka Kai - which 
is considered an 
essential service 
across all alert lev-
els - were people 

of all ages.
“People really do just take 

what they need, and I think the 
Pātaka Kai supports people to 
remain connected to their com-
munities. It also supports them 
to make choices around what 
they need in terms of what is 
available,” she said. 

“The other thing we’ve seen 
that has been really awesome 
is people coming in with food. 
Those who need to use the 
Pātaka Kai are using it, and 
then there are community 
members who are supporting 

it by donating fresh vegetables, 
eggs, sausages. 

“That’s what we’re seeing: 
just how caring the Paeroa 
community is.” 
DETAILS: Pātaka Kai is located at 
66 Belmont Rd, Paeroa. Covid-19 
social distancing measures are in 
place. Food is to be donated only 
during opening hours. To contact 
Te Whāriki Manawāhine O Hau-
raki, free call 0800 868 3132.

By KELLEY TANTAU

The kaiāwhina (helpers) of Te Whāriki’s Pātaka Kai are keeping people fed during lockdown.          Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

RIGHT: Donated food lines the 
shelves at Te Whāriki’s Pātaka Kai. 

“The other thing 
we’ve seen that has 

been really awe-
some is people com-

ing in with food... 
that’s what we’re 

seeing: just how car-
ing the Paeroa com-

munity is.”
- Denise Messiter
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They’re completely free and are one of the most powerful tools  
against COVID-19. 
Play your part in protecting everyone in New Zealand and giving us 
more options in the future. Book your vaccination today.

BookMyVaccine.nz
0800 28 29 26 (8am – 8pm, 7 days a week)

COVID-19 vaccinations  
are now open for everyone 

12 years and over



www.valleyprofi le.co.nz     September 08, 2021, THE VALLEY PROFILE 05

Celebrating THE ARTS
Artist’s work draws from nature
Thames artist John McKe-

owen is a man on a mission 
- to make art and plant trees 
because he loves nature.

Nature is refl ected in John’s 
art in all its forms, whether 
it’s his metal and wooden as-
semblages and furniture, cos-
tumes, or poetry. Much of his 
art is the bones of nature not 
fl eshed out.

“What I make is based on na-
ture. It’s my passion,” he said.

“Art’s everything. It’s the 
birds, the leaves, the wood, the 
trees. I like to know how things 
work whether it is a dinosaur 
or a classic car and refl ect this 
back.

“I want people to get this.” 
John’s working life began 

as a deep sea fi sherman, then 
forester, mechanic, builder, 
recycler, arborist, heavy truck 
driver, fi re-fi ghter and child 
tracker for social welfare.

“I was good at it because 
I could think like a naughty 
child,” John laughed.

He came to make art later 
in life. “When I was a child I 
didn’t know I was an artist. I 
couldn’t paint or draw.” 

Then one day, on Raoul Is-
land where John managed 
maintenance and supply for 
the Department of Conserva-
tion team, he wanted to make 
a present. With nothing there 
to buy, he decided to make a 
Pukeko from discarded bits 
and bobs. The team loved his 
work. Until then, he hadn’t re-
alised that he was an artist. 

That Pukeko was the impetus 
for art making becoming an in-
tegral part of his life.  

John has inspired artistic life 
in Thames whether fi re breath-
ing at the Thames Arts Festi-
val, designing the Steampunk 
the Thames logo, decorating 

By DEBORAH MACDONALD BROWN

Thames ar� st John McKeowen at his home, Rusthaven.                                 Photos: SUPPLIED 

the Steampunk tractor or de-
signing and making costumes 
for all the festivals. 

His work can be seen at the 
Steamy Sisters store in Thames, 
or at the southern entrance to 
Thames where he contributed 
the Steampunk aesthetic to 
an art installation celebrating 
Thames 150th anniversary. 

The Solarpunk aesthetic of 
transforming the future world 
through art has become a new 
focus for John.

He believes Solarpunk is the 
way to celebrate the world and 
educate people about the is-
sues that face the planet and 

the environment in a way that’s 
engaging. A way to show people 
through visualisation and help 
them get a grasp of what can be 
done without telling them what 
to do. 

John also wants to teach his 
son, Keenan, that art is a way 
for him to express himself, and 
it’s the best way to get his ide-
as and passions across to the 
world. He will foster whatever 
art his son wants to do.

“I believe that art is necessary 
for our mental wellbeing and 
our physical wellbeing as well. 

“Beauty and emotion are nec-
essary for our state of being.” John McKeowen’s metal art.

Do you have a creative arts 
project that needs funding?

Applications close 
4pm Monday 
20 September

Find out more at www.hauraki-dc.
govt.nz/creative-communities-
scheme

solarpunkaotearoa

solarpunkaotearoa

www.solarpunk.co.nz

No Art Experience is Necessary

Discover Your Inner Artist in our 
14 Week Art Course Designed 

for Complete Beginners

“Wow,
 I didn’t know 
I could do 

that!”

Join the waitlist for the next course:
seasons-art-thames-coromandel.com
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Shoppers support local after level 4 lockdown
In the days following the 

shift into Covid-19 alert 
level 3, people could be 
found supporting their local 
businesses and adapting to 
social distancing measures 
throughout the district. In 
Paeroa, Phillip McCourt 
called in to Courtyard Cafe 
to pick up a contactless 
takeaway coffee. He 
said it was “good to see” 
people wearing masks and 
keeping their distance. 
It was much the same in 
Ngatea and Thames, where 
Chris De Beer and Brian 
Morrow stopped by their 
regular jaunts, Hammer 
Hardware and Re-store 
Eco Market, respectively, 
to pick up some items 
and support local. Chris 
Spilsbury, owner of 
Hammer Hardware, said 
the latest lockdown had 
been a “struggle”, but those 
wanting to purchase items 
could do so safely by calling 
or emailing the store. 
Valley Profile reporter 
KELLEY TANTAU chatted to 
some of the locals - from a 
safe distance.

Matthew Arnott gets some long-awaited coffees from Turua Bakery & Cafe.

Brian Morrow supports ReStore in Thames. Chris De Beer picks up supplies from Hammer Hardware, Ngatea. 

CONTINUED FROM P2

MORE PHOTOS: P7
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

Toyota Privia
2.4 Auto, 8 Seat, 
NZ New, Tow Bar

$8,990

2010 BMW 116i
Auto, 1.6 Ltr, Top 
Condition & Service 
History

$8,990
Special

$11,990

2007 BMW 330i
Motorsport, Auto, 
Top Of Range Model

$8,990

2009 Toyota Wish
Auto, 7 Seat, 
Face Lift 
Model

Just

2014 Ford Fiesta
Auto Turbo, Immac Condition, 
106km

$13,990
Now Just

2014 Ssangyong Rexton
Diesel Auto, 4WD Hi-Low, 
Tow Bar, Mint 
Condition, 
SPECIAL

$14,990
Now

2010 Mitsubishi Lancer
NZ New, 2.0 Auto, 
Towbar, Excellent 
Condition 

$8,990
2006 Mitsubishi Outlander
4WD Auto, Tow Bar, 
Excellent Condition

$7,990
Only

Bingo the dog has been awaiting a caffeine hit in historic Grahamstown.

Paeroa’s main street had a few more people in it last week as 
shoppers venture out in the first days of level 3.

Getting a feed at Thames Maccas. 

Long queues at Paeroa McDonalds.

Hammer Hardware Ngatea owner Chris Spilsbury keeps customers safe.

Courtyard Cafe in Paeroa opens, with co-owner Adele Harris-Ellis.
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CARPET VINYL WOOD MOBILE

“Dee and Pippa are an awesome duo. They know what they are doing, honest, 
reliable and very professional. Highly recommend.”    Paku Lodge

Dee & Pippa

Phone: 027 747 7000      

pippa@floorsolutions.co.nz

Thames couple and interior experts Pippa Jackson and Dee Stirling have established their independent, 
mobile business, Floor Solutions.                     Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Daydreaming about new 
flooring doesn’t have to stop 

in lockdown, with a new com-
pany able to help get the wheels 
turning on interior renovations 
remotely.

Dee Stirling and Pippa Jack-
son have been using the latest 
lockdown to their advantage, by 
growing their independent, mo-
bile business, Floor Solutions.

The company services the 
Thames, Hauraki, and Coroman-
del regions, and can provide car-
pet, vinyl, or wood flooring for 
every budget and surface.

They’ve already sold products 
and ideas to customers online 
and over the phone.

 “I think our model is a good 
one considering what is happen-
ing in the world,” Pippa told The 
Profile. 

“We’re being proactive and 
keeping our customers in-
formed, helping them look at 
products and booking appoint-
ments so that when we drop to 
lower levels, we can just head 
out and help.”

With 50 years of combined 
experience, the Thames-based 
couple have the know-how their 
customers need.

For more than 25 years, Dee 
has completed many large and 
detailed flooring projects for 
a variety of clients across the 
country.

Pippa, who may also be rec-
ognisable through her work with 
DVS and the lovingly restored 

Larimar Retreat in Brown St, 
Thames, has many years of ex-
perience in business and project 
management. 

She has worked within many 
industries and for a variety of 
clients, from home-owners to ar-
chitects, developers, and build-
ers.

The couple have also reno-
vated their own homes and un-
derstand how valuable it is to 
get people with experience and 
good advice.

“It wasn’t an easy process to 
get people locally who could 
help, and I suppose you learn 
a lot from going through that,” 
Pippa said.

“We just want to make the 
whole solution easy, from the 
sales process right through 
to installation, while ensuring 
great communication along the 
way, and an exceptional finished 
product.

“Keeping it fresh and current 
is also key,” she said. “We’re 
both really passionate about in-
teriors and sustainability. “

Floor Solutions aims to pre-
vent as much waste going into 
landfill as possible, and will do 
that by utilising product and un-
derlay more efficiently and recy-
cling up-lifted carpets.

“We want to set things up so 
that it’s more green,” Pippa 
said. “We’re looking at future-
proofing our business further, 
we need to think outside the box 
and create positive change that 

Friendly, professional service with Floor Solutions
ADVERTORIAL

truly helps. Our customers are 
really welcoming of this which is 
exciting.”

Going forward, they also want 
to offer training and apprentice-
ship opportunities, and said the 
timing was perfect to bring all 
the facets of the business to-
gether.

“We’re in that prime time of 
life to be doing something for 
ourselves, with all of our years 

of experience, but we also want 
to hand on our skills. We want 
to offer something back to our 
community as far as training 
goes,” Pippa said.

Floor Solutions has a mobile 
showroom and is able to go out 
to customers for a free, non-
obligation quote in lower alerts 
levels. In the meantime, virtual 
consultations can be had over 
the phone or online.

“We really want to give people 
that customised, tailor-made 
service and there will definitely 
be a more personal touch,” they 
said. “We’re always going to give 
you the best price we can give 
you. You don’t need to wait for a 
sale with Floor Solutions.”

For more information, visit 
the website: www.floorsolutions.
co.nz.

- KELLEY TANTAU
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Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors, 

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565  Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Members of the Turua 
Branch of Rural Women 

New Zealand (RWNZ) have tak-
en up their Riminui Regional 
Challenge to provide a thank 
you shout for their local hospi-
tal staff.

Twelve gift boxes with do-
nated food and goodies were 
made up for most departments 
of Thames Hospital to recog-
nise and thank the staff for their 
hard yards put in for their com-
munity during the response to 
Covid-19 and the recent cyber 
attack. Turua branch members 
hoped all staff were able to get 
something from the boxes pre-
sented just prior to the Covid-19 
lockdown but, more impor-
tantly, that they know that oth-
ers are thinking of them during 
tough times.

Turual member Lyn Staples 
told The Profile hospital staff 

were happy to receive the gift 
boxes.

“The staff were just overjoyed 
and delighted that people had 
acknowledged the work that 
they had done,” she said.

“To think that people had 
thought of them and done 
something for them.”

RWNZ is a nationwide, mem-
bership organisation which 
seeks to strengthen, support 
and connect rural communi-
ties, and calls for the provision 
and access to health and well-
being services, connectivity, 
education, safety and security 
and environmental awareness 
for all rural areas, a spokesper-
son said. “Rural women are the 
backbone of our rural commu-
nities and are vital in ensuring 
that the communities in which 
they live, work and play, are 
strong and resilient.”

Gift baskets spread cheer

Rural Women NZ Turua members present staff with gift boxes.        Photo: SUPPLIED

New signs for crossing confusion

New signs will be installed 
to help ease confusion over 

the red “courtesy crossings” 
near Thames’ main street. 

The crossings were painted 
by the Mary and Pollen St in-
tersection during the launch of 
the town’s temporary Create 
the Vibe space in March.

According to a Thames-
Coromandel District Council 
spokesperson, the red strips 
were courtesy crossings, and 
were recognised in the New 
Zealand Road Code. 

Their use was common 
across New Zealand and other 
countries, and they had formed 
part of the driving test for New 
Zealand for a number of years, 
the spokesperson said.

However, to remedy any con-
fusion over the crossings’ use, 
the Thames Community Board 
requested council install some 
further signs to help pedestri-
ans. 

Board chair Strat Peters told 
The Profile that while there 
had been “little in the way of 
any formal complaints or con-
cerns” relating to the courtesy 
crossings, the Community 
Board wished to note some 

of the concerns “expressed in 
other ways by some members 
of our community”. 

The requested signs would 
supplement the “stop, look” 
already painted by the kerb 
on each crossing, he said, and 
would be put in place after the 
Covid-19 lockdown ends. 

“We hope that these new 
signs will help clarify the use 
of the courtesy crossings,” Mr 
Peters said. 

The New Zealand Road Code 
states that a courtesy cross-
ing is not an official pedestrian 
crossing, and drivers did not 
have to stop to allow pedestri-
ans to cross as they would at 

zebra crossings.
However, drivers must give 

way to people already crossing 
at these points. 

According to council staff, 
the entire works to create a pe-
destrian space on Mary St were 
subject to independent road 
safety reviews as part of its in-
stallation.

“Our council received a 
few calls initially after the 
courtesy crossings were in-
stalled earlier this year, but 
nothing recently, and no in-
cidents have been reported 
to us,” a spokesperson said.                                                                                                                                         
“There is no plan to remove the 
courtesy crossings.”

Concerns about confusion 
and near-misses caused 
by the new red pedestrian 
crossings over Thames’ 
busy main street have 
generated discussion 
within the community. 
KELLEY TANTAU reports

One of the red pedestrian crossings in Pollen St.   Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

HUSTLER LX-680 
SPRAYER

With mix match agitator, 

8m manual fold boom, 

heavy duty 100m hose reel  

RRP $9,700 +GST 

 NOW $9,400  +GST in
Other op� ons available, just give us a call.

RuralRural LifeLife

Local farmer Joe de Jong, front, helps out with the planting.               Photos: Pūkorokoro Miranda Shorebird Centre

Ann Buckmaster with Warren and 
Krishna Buckman from HELP Waihi. The shorebird centre’s youngest planter Riley Brown.

Hard at 
work
The efforts of 70 volunteers 
undertaking 1050 hours of 
work has seen 10,000 more
plants planted in the Findlay 
Reserve as the second major 
step in Pūkorokoro Miranda 
Naturalists’ Trust’s restoration 
project. It followed last year’s 
planting of around 11,000 
plants, of which project co-
ordinator Ray Buckmaster 
estimated some 70 per cent 
survived, with at least five 
species already producing 
seed. 

Kiri and her 9-year-old twins Amelia and Henry help with the planting.
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2018  Toyota Hiace, 12 Seater Minibus   $49,990
2018  Nissan Pathfi nder ST-L, 3.5 ltr    $44,990
2018 Toyota RAV4 GL, 2.0 ltr, Low Kms  $32,990
2018  Toyota RAV4 GX, Auto, Rev Camera, Cruise  $29,990
2018  Toyota Yaris, Sig Class, Auto    $19,990
2017  Toyota Corolla, GXR, Special Editon Hatch $21,990
2017  Kia Rio LX, Hatch, Auto, 1 Owner, NZ New  $17,990
2016 Hyundai Tucson Elite, AWD, Diesel    $34,990
2016  Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys  $18,990
2013  Nissan Juke, Alloys, Auto, Red   $12,990
2004  Toyota Prado, VX, 4wd, V6 Petrol, Towbar  $18,990

2019 Toyota Corolla GX, Hatch    $25,990

2018 Toyota Highlander GXL, 4WD, 3.5L Petrol $49,990

2018  Toyota Corolla, Hatch, Auto   $24,990

2018  Toyota Yaris GX, Sig Class    $19,990

2018  Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 ltr, Auto $19,990

2017  Toyota Corolla GLX , Auto, Alloys, Sedan $21,790

2014  Mazda Demio, Hatch, Auto    $10,990

2009  Toyota Auris, 1.8L , Auto, Hatch, Alloys  $11,990

2006  Toyota Allion, 2.0L Auto sedan    $7,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance -         Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance -          Kent Ravenhill  027 878 0642

Coming early 2022

The all-new
Kia Sportage

Ph 07 868 8951
Paul Griffi n 021 169 4036
www.ThamesKia.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY KIA
321 Pollen Street, Thames

2013 Toyota Hilux SR5  
3.0TD 4WD, Towbar, 
Alloy Bullbar, 
Tonneau Cover & 
Deckliner 

2018 Toyota Highlander GXL  
AWD, Leather, Alloys 

$41,990$49,990
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A FREE classroom-based course to build confidence and knowledge to stay safe on the 
road.  Bookings are essential and places are limited. So don’t delay, book today by emailing 
 thamesmanager@ageconcern.gen.nz  or phone 07 868 9790  
 

Sessions are from 9.30am to 1pm and being held at: 

1. Thames, Thursday 23 Sept  4. Paeroa, Thursday 28 October 
2. Tairua, Thursday 30 Sept    5. Whitianga, Thursday 11 November 
3. Waihi, Wednesday 13 October 6. Thames, Thursday 18 November 

 

 

Did you know, if you’re on a low income and you 
live in your own home, you may be eligible for a 

rebate of up to $665 on your rates bill.

Find out more
Check out our website www.govt.nz/rates-rebate

or call us on 0800 734 834

Applications close 30 June 2022

Save up to $665
off  your rates bill!

GOLDEN YEARS

Have you got years of experi-
ence behind the wheel?

When did you last have a re-
fresher course for your driving?

Have you kept up with chang-
es to the road code? 

Do you know how ageing can 
affect your driving? 

Or do you just want to check 
in to see if you are still the best 
driver you can be?

Then ‘Staying Safe’ is a re-
fresher course just for you.

Age Concern NZ is working 
with Waka Kotahi New Zealand 
Transport Agency and New Zea-
land Police to make it possible 
for regions to deliver free Stay-
ing Safe refresher courses for 
older drivers. 

Age Concern Hauraki-Coro-
mandel is busy planning six 
courses that will be available 
across the region.

This theory-based course is 
an opportunity to refresh knowl-
edge and build confi dence to 
help keep safe on the road.

Age Concern Hauraki-Coro-
mandel manager Glenis Bell 
said: “We want to help older 
drivers keep safe on the road 
and enjoy the independence 
driving gives them”.

“We know older drivers are 

involved in fewer crashes than 
other age groups as they often 
drive conservatively and travel 
less distances.

“But if they are involved in an 
accident, it can take longer to 
heal and recover and often con-
fi dence is lost.”

A Staying Safe refresher 
course is a good way to refresh 
knowledge and build confi -
dence, she said.

The courses are held in a 
friendly and welcoming class-

room-based workshop with 
plenty of opportunities to ask 
questions, she added. The 3.5 
hour courses are being held in 
Thames, Tairua, Waihi, Paeroa 
and Whitianga, starting in Sep-
tember. Morning tea is provided, 
but if you have special dietary 
requirements please BYO.
DETAILS: Places are limited so 
don’t delay, book today by email-
ing: thamesmanager@agecon-
cern.gen.nz or phoning 07 868 
9790 and leaving a message.

‘Staying Safe’ - a refresher 
course for older drivers

The Staying Safe driver refresher team at a previous course. 

Applying for a rates 
rebate just got simpler
Every year, eligible, low-income 

homeowners can apply for a 
rebate on their rates for the prop-
erty they live in and this year the 
process just got simpler.

Council staff  or a Jus� ce of the 
Peace are no longer needed to 
witness the signed declara� on. 
Qualifying homeowners can sim-
ply fi ll out an applica� on form, 
sign it and return it to their local 
council by post or in person (when 
lockdowns allow). They can s� ll 
book an appointment � me with 
their council’s friendly customer 
service team if they prefer. 

There’s a few criteria home-
owners have to meet. Checking 
eligibility is easy at www.govt.nz/
browse/housing-and-property/

ge�  ng-help-with-housing. The 
rebate from the Department of In-
ternal Aff airs (DIA) is calculated on 
the total household income and 
total rates bill (land, water and 
Waikato Regional Council rates). 

There’s a calculator on the 
above DIA website to work out 
what the rebate might be. It could 
be up to $665 off  the household 
rates bill. Homeowners have un� l 
30 June 2022 to apply for this rat-
ing year’s rebate but if they pay 
rates by direct debit, then it’s best 
to get in early so council can ad-
just their direct debit accordingly. 
The ra� ng year goes from July 1 to 
June 30 the following year. Quali-
fying homeowners can apply for a 
rates rebate every ra� ng year.
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Do you need help getting 
to your medical and 
wellness appointments?

This is a FREE service and is part of thecommitment St John 
has made to support local communities by contributing 
towards the health and wellbeing of all New Zealanders.

The Caring Caller service aims to provide the opportunity of 
friendship and regular contact of friendship over the telephone. 
On agreed days a friendly Caring Caller can telephone you to 
check that all is well and to have a chat.

There is a high level of anonymity in this service. Caring Callers 
are only provided with your first name, sometimes age, telephone 
number and a short personal profile of you.

For more information, call 0800 780 780

Friendship & laughter over the phone

Caring Caller
Do you need help getting 
to your medical and 
wellness appointments?

St John is here for you.

You can use our free St John Health Shuttle service. One of our 
reliable, fully trained drivers will pick you up, take you to your
appointment, and return you safely home again.  

Our shuttle service runs Monday through to Friday. 

For bookings, call 0800 934 287 
Bookings should be made at least 24 hours in advance. 

Although run as a community service, donations are appreciated 
to help cover running costs. 

Hauraki-Coromandel 
Health Shuttle Service

GOLDEN YEARS

While living independently 
is important for most sen-

iors, ensuring safety is a key 
consideration. Health can be-
come unpredictable with age, 
with an increased risk of falls, 
slips and other incidents.

Helping individuals live strong, 
healthy and independent lives 
for longer is the St John Medical 
Alarm, with three plans catering 
to different lifestyles.

The popular home medical 
alarm provides coverage in 
and around the home, offering 
peace of mind and supporting 
people with a medical or physi-
cal condition.

St John is keen to help peo-
ple to remain active every day, 
which is why it also offers a mo-
bile medical alarm, a wearable 
device designed for people who 
want to safeguard their health, 
without giving up their inde-
pendence.

Customers of the mobile med-
ical alarm say it gives them con-
fi dence to stay active. It is the 
only medical alarm in New Zea-
land that connects directly to 
St John from any location with 
cell coverage. The compact de-
vice is simple to use and can be 
worn either around the neck or 
looped to car keys for conveni-
ence. Featuring built-in GPS and 
hands-free communication, it 

allows St John to speak directly 
with customers and see their lo-
cation whenever they push the 
help button.

The home and mobile pack-
age offers greater coverage, of-
fering confi dence and support 
when in and around the home 
and when out and about.

Choosing a mobile alarm plan 
to match your lifestyle is simple 
as is the all-inclusive monthly 
fee. Unlike other mobile prod-
ucts on the market, there are no 
additional bills for emergency 
ambulance call outs and no 
messy telco plans.

St John offers a free, no obli-

gation trial so individuals can 
try before they buy. Whether 
you are interested in a St John 
Medical Alarm for yourself or 
for a family member, give the 
friendly St John team a call now 
on 0800 50 23 23 or visit www.
stjohnmedicalalarms.org.nz to 
fi nd out more.

Helping people live independently

St John Medical Alarms give peace of mind.                Photo: SUPPLIED

Plan for your 
re� rement
Depending on where you are in 
life, there are many things to con-
sider when it comes to planning 
for re� rement - which might be 
some way off , or you might be 
nearly there.

Firstly, you need to consider 
when you expect to re� re, and 
how long re� rement might be. 
Since Kiwis are living longer – 80 
per cent of 65-year-old men can 
now plan to live un� l they’re 90, 
and 65-year-old women un� l 
they’re 94 – your funds will need 
to last. One way to es� mate how 
much you’ll need for your future 
lifestyle is to have a look at what 
re� rees are spending now.

Online resources and tools, 
such as the re� rement planner 
on the sorted.org.nz website, will 
help you prepare for your re� re-
ment. 

You will need to know the num-
ber of people you’re planning for, 
your lifestyle choices, and where 
you think you’ll live to make a 
start with the planning process.

In New Zealand, government 
superannua� on is generous, but 
it s� ll only goes so far. NZ Super 
is currently $437 a week for indi-
viduals and $672 for couples – but 
in some areas, that can be spent 
on accommoda� on alone.

For more informa� on, contact 
the free fi nancial helpline, Money 
Talks, Ph 0800 345 123, or www.
moneytalks.co.nz.
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Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

28 Benner Drive Offers Over $850,000

NEW

LISTING

• Transformed 5 double bdrms, 2 bathrooms
• Upgraded throughout, 10 year Halo warranty
• Archgola, 700sqm section, Single garage

RN1381 1125

9 Corbett Street, Paeroa $425,000

• Three bedrooms, separate lounge, woodburner
• Open plan kitchen/dining, rear decking
• 397m2 established section very handy to town

RG1919 113

376 Thames Coast Road, Thames Deadline Sale

NEW

LISTING

Uninterrupted views looking West over the Firth and situated in lovely Thornton Bay with sandy beach,
swimming and beach boat launch. This property provides level easy access car parking and a single level home,
well presented and laid out to take advantage of those glorious views.

RT5652 - JON STANDBROOK 021 145 1738 113

Spring Spruce Up!

List Excusively with Richardsons Ngatea / Paeroa in
September, October and November and we will help

prepare your property for sale!

Offer ends 30th November 2021. Terms & Conditions Apply

We are invested in your sale

Call one of the team today to find out more

24B Sawmill Road, Thames Deadline Sale

DEADLINE ENDS 5 WORKING DAYS AFTER THAMES IS AT COVID ALERT LEVEL 2. This 3683m2 private elevated
North facing section boasts views of the Firth and also a beautiful Valley rural aspect with a bonus of having
already a "Versatile" 54m2 2 bedroom dwelling permitted to live in while you develop.

RT5657 - EVELYN LOWRY 021 828 384 112

PAEROA     
07 862 7888      
54 Belmont Road
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz

NGATEA     
07 867 7800      
33 Orchard Road
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz

THAMES 
07 868 6978      
556 Pollen Street
thames@richardsons.co.nz

‘Foul gas’ causes double fatality in Thames mine 
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profi le series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley
PART ONE

Although some gas had 
been fl ying about, it was 

regarded as just one of those 
passing visitations by the men 
in the Old Caledonian mine at 
Thames. 

It was late April in 1886 and 
Hugh Hill and Thomas Cas-
ley were working on the Red 
Queen leader in the No. 3 level, 
about 700ft from the shaft. 

Around 10.30am, manager 
William Corin came and spoke 
to them. A fresh current of air 
fl owed through the area.

At 11am, miner Frank Rowe 
came down and told them gas 
was fl oating about No. 2 cham-
ber and to be on the lookout.

He advised them that if the 
gas rose it would be better to go 
up the pass about 20ft ahead of 
them, leading to No 2 level.

Hugh Hill replied cheerfully 
“All right, we will look out for 
ourselves Mr Rowe.” 

But the manager then in-

The grave of Hugh Hill at Shortland cemetery in Thames.           Photo: SUPPLIED

formed them that if gas was 
troublesome they could pro-
ceed to the No. 1 level to con-
tinue work there.

About 1pm, the gas became 
very bad at No. 2 level, omi-
nously snuffi  ng out the can-
dles. Concerned for Hugh and 
Thomas, Mr Corin divided sev-
eral miners into two parties - 
one to go toward the pass and 
the other to go down to No. 3 
level by ladders. 

Mr Corin then ascended 
to the surface to turn water 
down the shaft to dissipate the 
gas. Word was sent to the fi re 
station for a hose reel to be 
brought to the mine.

In the meantime, fi re was got 
up in the boiler so as to work 
the cage and several men suc-
ceeded in getting to No. 3 level. 

To their horror they saw 
Thomas about 100 feet from 
the shaft lying on his face, but 
the gas prevented anything fur-
ther being done. 

A successful jet of water fi -
nally broke the force of the gas 
and the winding engine could 
be worked. Thomas was speed-
ily brought to the surface.

Dr Payne, alerted to the trag-
edy, was waiting and tireless in 
his eff orts to save Thomas. 

He had him wrapped in hot 
blankets and applied artifi cial 
respiration. 

A few minutes later Hugh, 
who was found near his mate, 
was also brought up. Dr Cal-
lan, also on the scene, thought 

the men must have been dead 
for at least an hour, but as they 
were not cold, resuscitation 
was tried. Finding this in vain, 
the doctors stopped their he-
roic eff orts. 

Thomas Casley’s wife, her 
mother and Thomas’ brother 
were now at the mine waiting 

for news and a painful scene 
followed. 

Thomas Casley was an en-
gineer, but on days when the 
engine was not operational 
worked on the Red Queen lead-
er. 

He was 32, married to Mary 
Jane and had no children. He 

was an earnest worker in the 
Wesleyan Church and Sunday 
school. Hugh Hill was 39 and 
left a wife, Emma, and several 
children. He was well-known 
and highly respected. 

The deaths of both men af-
fected the whole community. 
As a mark of respect, Thames 
tradesmen closed their shut-
ters. 

At the inquests the coroner 
said every reasonable care had 
been taken to warn the men. It 
was possible they were over-
whelmed by the gas render-
ing them incapable of helping 
themselves. The jury found 
Hugh and Thomas were acci-
dentally suff ocated. They add-
ed that more caution should be 
exercised by managers in al-
lowing the men to work in the 
presence of foul gas.

The funeral of Hugh Hill was 
largely attended despite in-
clement weather. The funeral 
of Thomas Casley was held the 
next afternoon. A most impres-
sive service was conducted by 
the Reverend Best. The weath-
er was again very trying.

Both Hugh and Thomas, who 
were said by Reverend Best 
to have been “suddenly taken 
from a dark and poisonous 
mine to the realms of infi nite 
joy”, were buried at Shortland 
cemetery. 

But they were not to rest in 
peace...

PART TWO WILL FEATURE IN 
NEXT WEEK’S VALLEY PROFILE
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Battle of Britain commemorations canned
After six months of hard work, 

planning, and “scheming”, 
this year’s Battle of Britain com-
memorations planned for this 
month have been canned be-
cause of Covid-19.

Sir Keith Park Memorial Air-
field Society spokesperson Geoff 
Furkert said the society would 
now commemorate the Battle of 
Britain in September, 2022.

“As with all of life’s challenges, 
it is not the challenge itself but 
the way in which we deal with 
these adversities which makes 
the difference,” he said.

“The cancellation has given 
us the opportunity to recon-
nect with the members of our 
incorporated society and previ-
ous benefactors to reinforce our 
commitment and funding needs 
to complete stage two of the 
Sir Keith Park Memorial at the 
Thames Airfield.”

Stage one of the memorial  
project included a replica of 
Thames-born Sir Keith’s Hur-
ricane aeroplane installed at 
Thames Airfield last year. Stage 
two includes a statue of Sir 
Keith, sculpted by Joanne Sulli-
van, a world-renowned Helens-
ville artist and sculptor.

The society has also recent-
ly been gifted a Queen Mary 
downed aircraft recovery trailer 
with Bedford OXC prime mov-
er from Michael and Christine 
Kemp, the visionaries and major 
sponsors for the Sir Keith Park 
Memorial. 

Mr Furkert said two Queen 
Marys were brought to New 
Zealand in World War II - one 
for the North Island, one for the 
South Island. Mr Kemp restored 

the North Island unit in 2014, 
the second was currently being 
restored at the RNZAF Museum 
at Wigram, he said.

“Our Queen Mary is now be-
ing advertised in the United 
Kingdom, as there is no prac-
tical place to store this gener-
ous gift at the airfield. Proceeds 
from any sale will be applied to 
the memorial project.” Negotia-
tions are also progressing with 

an Auckland tertiary institution, 
the Business Faculty, which was 
considering taking up a lead role 
in the forward fundraising as a 
student project, Mr Furkert said. 

“Not only would this be a huge 
boost for our project, but also 
help to spread recognition of 
Sir Keith and his achievements 
(both in conflict and in peace-
time) to a younger generation of 
New Zealanders.”

A redeveloped website with 
connections to Facebook and 
Instagram will be launched early 
September. The website, www.
sirkeithparkmemorial.org.nz, 
will have a payments gateway, 
and any contribution made will 
be greatly appreciated. “We need 
your help to recognise and pay 
tribute to a most worthy New 
Zealander – Sir Keith Park, a 
Thames boy and hero.”

ABOVE: Thames’ Battle of Britain commemorations have been cancelled, but work is well underway for next year’s 
event. RIGHT: A model of the finished Sir Keith Park statue, which will be 2.3m tall, cast in bronze with a patina finish.
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84

990

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Maybe, 4  Fallible, 9  Social, 14  Inlet, 15  Dull as ditchwater, 17  Liszt, 18  Air, 19  Careful, 
20  Declining, 21  Feared, 24  Ordinance, 25  Prying, 26  Staple, 29  Instigated, 31  Mug, 32  Helmet, 
33  Fees, 35  Ore, 37  Chic, 39  Enlivened, 40  Situation, 41  Abets, 42  Deployed, 47  Seesawed, 51  
Clout, 55  Perfumery, 56  Avalanche, 58  Plug, 59  Sot, 60  Deli, 61  Stance, 62  Tot, 63  Electorate, 66  
Tuxedo, 67  Adagio, 69  Reception, 72  Abates, 73  Sightseer, 75  Minaret, 77  Son, 80  Lingo, 81  As 
sharp as a needle, 82  Essay, 83  Ashore, 84  Eldorado, 85  Hands. 

DOWN: 2  Adulation, 3  Bulge, 5  Aria, 6  Lectern, 7  Bewilderment, 8  Eaten, 9  Springy, 10  Colt, 
11  Aisles, 12  Plead, 13  Startle, 14  Iterate, 16  Skulduggery, 22  Instil, 23  Endless, 24  Optical, 
25  Pagoda, 27  Preview, 28  Beetle, 30  Dive, 32  Helen, 34  Synod, 36  Bans, 38  Hoe, 42  Duped, 
43  Perplex, 44  Onus, 45  Erects, 46  Loose, 48  Electrician, 49  Aspirin, 50  Emu, 51  Cyanide, 52  
Tattoo, 53  Easter Island, 54  Mate, 57  Creeps, 64  Tunnelled, 65  Ideally, 66  Toaster, 68  Grimace, 70  
Creeper, 71  Tennis, 72  Angst, 74  Haste, 76  Arena, 78  Dodo, 79  Used.
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ACROSS
1  Tongs (7)
4  In the genes (10)
9  Relocated (7)
13  Fathers (4)
14  Planet (6)
15  Discovers (6)
16  Warned (7)
19  Drugs dispenser 
(10)
20  Shabby as a result 
of age and long use (8)
21  Sudden increase 
(5)
24  Pillory (6)
25  Task (6)
27  European city (9)
32  Wild and exciting 
undertaking (8)
33  Amble (6)
34  Loud persistent 
outcry (7)
38  Bullfighter (8)
39  Musical 
composition (6)
40  Wander (4)
41  Leaf-eating garden 
pest (5)
42  Frog sound (5)
45  Little or no 
likelihood (5,2,1,6)
52  Page (5)
55  Let in (5)
56  Grain store (4)
57  Brief darting pain 
(6)
58  Target centre (5-3)
61  Thriftiness (7)
62  Greenflies (6)
63  Handed down 

object (8)
66  Masonry (9)
68  Brought up (6)
69  Mild (6)
73  Type of cat (5)
74  Huge (8)
76  Enhanced (10)
81  Blank page at front 
and back of a book (7)
82  Horrified (6)
83  Parentless child (6)
84  Long heroic tale (4)
85  Clothing (7)
86  Unmoving (10)
87  Forsake (7)

DOWN
1  Discontented, bored 
(3,2)
2  Room heater (8)
3  Coniferous tree (6)
4  Stalks (5)
5  Foolhardy (4)
6  Erased (7)
7  Emotional shock (6)
8  Take up again (5)
10  Contained (4)
11  Recipe (7)
12  Come out (6)
17  Flue (10)
18  Shipping box (5)
22  Cosmetic surgery 
(8)
23  Rotary tool (5)
24  Habitual doubter (7)
26  Tangible (4)
28  Tropical disease (7)
29  Draped skirtlike 
garment (6)
30  Reviewer (6)

31  Useless (6)
33  Pack full (5)
35  Time period (5)
36  Threesome (4)
37  Bathroom powder
(4)
43  Lessen (6)
44  Foreign (5)
46  Falling ice pellets 
(4)
47  Bung (7)
48  Acquire (6)
49  False name (5)
50  Large wine cask (8)
51  Is equivalent to (6)
52  Outline (10)
53  Potato dents (4)
54  Playhouse (7)
59  Hit (5)
60  Dossier (4)
64  Oscillate (5)
65  Benchmark (8)
67  German measles 
(7)
68  Italian rice dish (7)
70  Horse gait (6)
71  Austrian composer 
(6)
72  Tropical lizard (6)
75  Correct (5)
77  Vacate (5)
78  Water channel (5)
79  Rescue (4)
80  Unconscious state 
(4)

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) • Ph: 07 868 7723 or Ph: 027 383 1117 • E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

• Mobility Scooters 
• Wheelchairs 
• Walkers 

• Electric Lift Chairs 
• Bathroom and Toilet Aids 
• Continence Products

• Daily Living Products - 
  Reachers, Sock Aids, Walking 
  Sticks and more

• We will also do 
   our best to source 
   other products on 
   request

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

SALES & SERVICE HIRE & SALES

DAILY LIVING AIDS
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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Do   
EYE STRAINEYE STRAIN
Do you have any of the following 

symptoms when using a 
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa� gue • Light sensi� vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina� on 

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the diff erence

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

SPORTS

Thames Valley Hockey finished 
off its men’s competition just 
one day before the Covid-19 
level 4 lockdown kicked in.

Thames Valley Hockey As-
sociation president Vicki Coles 
said they were “very lucky to 
get these games played” on fi-
nals night, held at its Ngatea 
ASB Hockey Turf on August 16.

There were four senior men’s 
teams in the competition, all 
based in Ngatea: Swampies, 
Ngatea Men, Stickmen and  X-
Men, with Stickmen taking out 
the competition on the night.

The men’s games were played 
at the Ngatea turf on Monday 
nights throughout the season. 

The teams competed in four 
rounds, playing each other 
four times during the season, 
and semi-finals were based on 
placings from each round.

“It was a full season, with the 
two strongest teams ending up 
in the final,” she said.

“Umpires on finals night 
[were] Jeremy Cryer, Thomas 
Hayward, Rachael Aitchison, 
Sophie Millar - huge thanks to 
them.”
RESULTS: Final placings for the 
Championship: Stickmen, 1; 
Swampies, 2; X-Men, 3; Ngatea 
Men, 4.

Lucky break 
for senior 
men hockey 
finals

X-Men took out third place in the championship.

Stickmen are this year’s senior men’s champions.                Photos: RACHAEL AITCHISON

Swampies came in second place in the senior men’s league.

New crowdfunding platform for grassroots sport
Sport NZ has launched a new 
crowdfunding platform to help 
clubs and local groups fundraise 
for community projects, whether 
that’s new equipment, facilities 
upgrades or team travel. 

BoostedSport has been devel-
oped by Sport NZ on behalf of 
the New Zealand Sports Foun-
dation Charitable Trust and in 
partnership with the Arts Foun-
dation Te Tumu Toi, building on 
the success of its crowdsourcing 
platform, Boosted, which will 
now become known as Boost-
edArts.

Sport NZ commercial and phi-

lanthropy lead Shelley Empson 
said BoostedSport would pro-
vide a much-needed additional 
funding option for grassroots or-
ganisations.

“Organisations at grassroots 
level are always looking for extra 
funds to ensure clubs, teams and 
local groups can keep providing 
for the needs of young people. 
This is another option – and one 
we believe will be easy to use and 
highly-effective,” she said.

“We’re encouraging local clubs 
and groups to give this a go the 
next time they need to raise 
funds. Covid-19 has placed con-

siderable strain at grassroots 
level and BoostedSport is here to 
help.”

BoostedSport works in a simi-
lar way to other crowdfunding 
platforms where an organisation 
lists a project and reaches out 
to networks and communities 
for donations to reach a specific 
goal. There are a number of re-
sources available on the website 
to help groups promote their 
projects. Sport NZ has licensed 
BoostedSport from the Arts 
Foundation Te Tumu Toi, where 
Boosted (now BoostedArts) has 
raised almost $9 million through 

80,000 donations to over 1,200 
successful projects over the past 
eight years. 

Arts Foundation Te Tumu Toi 
Lead Jo Blair said they were de-
lighted Sport NZ and the New 
Zealand Sports Foundation 
Charitable Trust had chosen to 
work with Boosted.

“Joining forces supports both 
the arts and sport, contributing 
donations directly to teams or 
athletes like we do to our coun-
try’s creatives - all strengthening 
support for the sports and arts, 
which have such an important 
role to play for our wellbeing and 

identity as New Zealanders.”
Shelley Empson said Sport NZ 

was thrilled to be working with 
the Arts Foundation and learn-
ing from the success of Boosted 
within the arts community.

“It made sense for us to partner 
with Boosted and utilise a proven 
platform. Boosted has been a tre-
mendous success in the arts and 
we believe grassroots sport and 
recreation bodies will also get be-
hind BoostedSport. It’s an excit-
ing new opportunity to fundraise 
for local projects.”
DETAILS: More information at: 
boostedsport.org.nz.
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CALL THE EXPERTS
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

MOTORCYCLE

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

HIRE CENTRE

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 ELECTRICIAN

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

Need help with legal 

& court proceeding?

Contact Susanna for a quote 

Susanna Kruger
Ph: 027 538 9789 

E: susannakruger20@gmail.com

• Divorce      • Probate
• Business    • Dispute

LEGAL & BUSINESS CONSULTANT

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

CLASSIFIEDS
Situations Vacant

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

SERVICES
Plumbing  • Drainlaying 

Roofi ng • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096   
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz   
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

PLUMBER

BARISTA COURSE
Sept 15 & 16

Come along and learn to make 
coffee like a pro!

Bookings essential
Cost:   $287.50 (inc GST)

Time:   9am - 3pm
Venue: Valley Education 

& Training
Kopu Rd, Kopu

Phone: 868 7892
E:admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
Van available for transport from 

surrounding areas
Like us on Facebook

Now taking
Classifi eds

Place your ad 
today!

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Have you ever been walking along a 
street and been enticed to enter a 

business due to the sound emanating 
from the place? 

This happened to me recently while 
strolling along Kirkwood St in Thames. 

As I approached the back entrance of 
Steamy-Sisters, I could hear the most 
incredible drumming beats coming 
from within. I poked my nose in the 
door to fi nd 15 to 20 people all sitting 
around playing Djembe, Surdo and Ca-
jon drums (what some people call Bon-
go drums) and shaking Maracas. There 
were drums everywhere - I counted 
more than 30 of these incredible sound-
ing instruments ranging in size from 
250mm high (Djembe) to some stand-
ing close to a metre high (Djun Djun).

“Everything vibrates and has rhythm”, 
drum therapist and facilitator Jaqui 
Barrett said.

“The earth, the ebb and fl ow of the 
sea, the seasons, the sun and the moon, 
our family, social, and working environ-
ments,” she said.

“We have a physical body, emotions, 
mind, soul and spirit; each of which can 
be considered to be a vibratory fi eld. 
Our bodies are a symphony of rhythms, 
the constant fi ring of neurons, our 
brainwaves, the rhythms of our breath 
and heart.”

The drum session was in a wave that 
circled the globe. New Zealand started 
the event at precisely 11.11am and fi n-

ished at 1.11pm. As they fi nished and the 
rain started to fall softly, they passed 
the rhythm on to the next destination, 
a drum group in Sydney. So, at 11.11am 
Sydney time they started up their own 
drum beats before passing it on again 
at 12.11pm to the next destination (Ad-
elaide). 

Mrs Barrett says there were many 
groups within New Zealand taking part 
in this Global Drum Wave with over 
35,000 drummers from 40 countries all 
participating in the 24-hour event. 

The focus of thedrumming was to 
send healing vibes to Mother Earth and 
especially for our oceans, lakes and riv-
ers, she said.

Ms Barrett, who is currently house 
sitting in Thames, is teaching her amaz-
ing skills to beginners and other more 
experienced drummers. She has been 
drumming both as a drum and rhythm 
therapist and performer in Auckland for 
more than 20 years. 

She’s happy for more people to join 
them at Steamy-Sisters on Friday after-
noons from 1pm when Covid-19 levels 
allow, or by booking in for one of the 
other drumming classes being held in 
the community. Karen Woodall from 
Steamy-Sisters is part of a group learn-
ing the art of drumming in preparation 
for next year’s Steampunk the Thames 
April Festival, “Circuspunk, Thames 
2022”. 

- Allan Judd

Thames takes part in 
global drum wave
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repairs and servicing of all makes and models  • parts and accessories for road-atv-off road 
road and off road apparel • suspension servicing and re-gassing  • on site servicing 

320 SH25, totara, thames      07 868 6104         021 176 0859

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

Tamariki learn new life skills

Students with needles and 
yarn is not an uncommon 

sight at Turua School.
Since Term 2, the senior 

students have been learning 
to knit and to sew alongside 
volunteer and friend of the 
Hauraki Plains school, Doreen 
Douglas.

The lessons go hand-in-hand 
with the school’s Garden to Ta-
ble programme, which aims to 
teach the children “life skills for 
sustainable living”.

The knitting project began af-
ter Doreen put the word out to 
the community that she needed 
needles and wool. The commu-
nity responded in abundance. 

The kids have already made 
an apron during the machine 
sewing part of the programme, 
and were now working on knit-

ting squares to make a blanket 
for the school’s sick bay.

“The boys are as enthusiastic 
as the girls,” Doreen told The 
Profile. “And about 43 students 
have learned.” 

Doreen said she was taught 
how to knit at age eight by her 
mother.

She said all the Turua kids 
agreed knitting was a relaxing 
exercise and was a good skill to 
learn.

Turua School’s Garden to Ta-
ble programme has also seen 
its tamariki learn to identify 
New Zealand native trees and 
plants. 

They also helped construct 
the school’s new greenhouse. 

In the kitchen, budding chefs 
have also learned to make vege-
tarian dishes such as pizza with 
a cauliflower base, and spring 
rolls. 

By KELLEY TANTAU

Makayla Anderson, 10, left, Alicia Seng, 11, Blake Brown, 13, and Logan 
Parker, 12, are taught how to knit by Doreen Douglas.       Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Spice Roasted Lamb Shanks
Serves 4
4 lamb shanks – see Cook’s Note* 
2 tablespoons of olive oil
2 onions, thickly sliced
2 teaspoons each of ground cum-
in, coriander, and smoked paprika
1 teaspoons each of ground tur-
meric, cinnamon and ginger
2 teaspoons whole caraway seeds
½ teaspoon chilli flakes
3 cloves garlic, crushed
400g tin crushed or chopped to-
matoes
1 cup chicken stock
400g tin cannellini beans
Sea salt and pepper

Season the shanks generously 
with salt and pepper. Heat the oil 
in a large sauté pan, (one with a 
heavy lid), brown the shanks on 
all sides, and then set aside on a 
large dinner plate. 

Add the onions to the sauté pan 
with a pinch of salt and cook for 
10 minutes on low-medium heat 
with the lid on. Stir in all the spic-
es and the garlic. 

Cook for a further two minutes 

Lighter lamb shanks for spring
RECIPE

then add the tomatoes and stock 
and bring to the boil. Season then 
add the reserved shanks back in. 
Cover and seal tightly with the lid. 

Bake for three hours or until the 
meat is tender and lifting from the 
bone. Turn the shanks half way 
through or leave them if you like 
crispy bits. After three hours, or 
when the meat is tender, remove 
the shanks to the large dinner 
plate and cover to keep warm.

Add the cannellini beans to the 
pan and mash half of them into 
the sauce leaving the rest intact. 
Simmer for a few minutes longer 
to allow the sauce to thicken.

Serve on a warmed plate on top 
of pumpkin mash, with lashings of 
sauce spooned over. I accompa-
nied ours with steamed broccolini 
and a sprinkling of parsley.

*Cook’s note – I usually buy and 
add one or two extra lamb shanks, 
depending on their size, to this 
recipe, so I have leftover lamb 
meat to make a delicious ragout 
the following evening. 

Just sauté onion, garlic, and 
diced carrot in a large sauté pan, 
add a splash of red wine (op-
tional), a bottle of tomato pas-
sata sauce, and  half a teaspoon of 
dried oregano. 

Leave to simmer for 10 minutes 
then add the shredded lamb meat 
with salt and pepper to taste.

Let it blip away gently on a low 
heat for 20 minutes or so. 

Cook some wide pasta (taglia-
telle is great) then add it to the ra-
gout pan, giving it a swirl around 
to combine - and it’s ready to 
serve.

Spice Roasted Lamb Shanks with steamed broccolini and parsely. 

I know it’s officially spring, but 
the evenings are still a bit cool, 

so I thought I would start the first 
of the Savour & Spice recipes for 
the Valley Profile with my much 
lighter version of lamb shanks. 

It’s not as heavy and rich as 
most, but still provides comfort, 
so it’s perfect for right now. I hope 
you enjoy.     - Jaki

Savour & Spice

Advertise with the Valley Profile, and 

Delivered every Wednesday! 100% local news delivered to every letterbox in the Thames Valley plus bulk 

distribution around the Coromandel Peninsula. Get ahead of the rest - advertise with the best

Contact Nikki: Ph 022 130 3885 or email 
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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Grow your profile

AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PAINT REFURBISHMENT OF 
CLASSIC MOTORBIKES

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE   867 7195  l  027 372 4797
                           
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
                                                            
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA
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YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

PROFESSIONAL , HONEST AND RELIABLE HOME KILL

PROCESSING AVAILABLE

CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING

Homemade Old Fashioned 
Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site

Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

444 Pollen Street Thames 
Ph: 0223809735  email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com  

website: burtoncatering.co.nz    facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

NOW OPEN

Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 
Tel 07 8687892 Mob: 027 314 1577 

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
www.valleyeducation.co.nz 

Sick of waiting for hubby to mend the fence?
Still waiting for the chainsaw to be fi xed?  
Keen to do a bit of chainsaw sculpting?

Our Te Mahi Whenua 15 week course is a Level 3 programme 
designed to get people back to the land, giving you confi dence 

with all kinds of machinery - chainsaws, quad bikes, 
two wheelers, fencing (wire and post and rails).
Te Mahi Whenua is what it says: less time in the 

classroom, more time on the land 
with hands-on real world learning.

The programme encompasses health and 
well-being and incorporates this into working on 

the land. You will fi ll your kete 
with new skills and upgrade old ones.

If you want to be part of a great team whose focus is working the 
land, not the classroom, call us and keep fi lling your kete with 

new skills, even if you are working part-time.

An enthusiastic six-year-old took to 
the streets this lockdown to collect 

rubbish that had been left in drains 
and ditches. 

Ella Brown and her mum Shana, 
with help from dogs Dash and Max, 
walked their rural road in the Hauraki 
and collected 4kgs of rubbish. 

Ella said she wanted to clean up her 
road after noticing “lots of rubbish” on 
her walks, and while cans made up a 
large number of the items collected, 
there were also glass bottles, coffee 
cups, and even a rugby jersey. 

“We took a black rubbish sack not 
expecting to fill it,” mum Shana said.

“We only went 600m on both sides 
of the road, but we had an aim to go to 
the corner and we didn’t even get there 
because we would’ve ended up with 
too much rubbish for the sack.” 

The bag weighed in at 4.2kg, and 
Ella, who goes to Moanataiari School 
in Thames, said she was “proud” of her 
accomplishments. 

Keep New Zealand Beautiful’s annu-
al clean up week is on from September 
13-19 and Shana said it was a great op-
portunity for people to “do their bit”.

In 2020, 57,936 volunteers took part 
cleaning up an area equivalent to 4935 
rugby fields and collecting a total of 
561,979kg of litter.

“It’s lockdown and lots of people are 
out walking, so why not just take a rub-
bish bag?” Shana said. 

Ella also had some words of encour-
agement: “Always pick up rubbish any 
day you’re free”. 

Registrations for Clean Up Week are 
now open at: www.knzb.org.nz.

Rural road rubbish free in lockdown
By KELLEY TANTAU

ABOVE: Six-year-old Ella Brown picked up 4.2kg of 
rubbish on her rural road, with help from her pet 

dogs, Max and Dash, and her mum Shana.

RIGHT: Ella Brown, 6, with dog Dash, walks her 
rural Hauraki road picking up rubbish.
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