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Rising from the ashes
The Kiwi Taste food truck, 

established by mother-
and-son duo Rhonda and Max 
Panirau in February last year,  
caught fi re recently at the Mi-
randa Holiday Park where the 
food truck is based.

Max told The Profi le he was 
still unsure how the fi re start-
ed, but that it came at a pretty 
unfortunate time. 

His dad Leo and mum Rhon-
da had both been unwell, with 
Rhonda recently in hospital in 
Auckland and 
Max manning 
the fort back 
home. 

He had re-
cently bought 
a new “better, 
safer” deep fry-
er, too, and had 
also cancelled 
their insurance 
for a “little bit of 
breathing room” fi nancially. 

He said the universe had a 
funny way of knocking you 
down a peg.

Back in January, New Zea-
land chef and restaurateur Si-
mon Gault took to social media 
to praise Kiwi Taste’s blue cod 
as being “the best in town”. 

“It’s the best kept secret,” Mr 
Gault said. “It’s the best blue 
cod in town, well, the whole of 
the North Island really.”

After the fi re, the star chef 
posted about Max and Rhon-
da’s plight on social media, say-
ing it was “very sad news”. 

“This was one of the very best 
places to visit for fi sh (blue cod) 

and chips with salad, and of 
course their epic burgers. Let’s 
see if we can give a little and 
help this fantastic mother and 
son team back on their feet,” he 
wrote.

The ethos for Rhonda and 
Max’s business was “good food 
served with a side of banter,” 
but their hospitality extended 
far beyond dishing up plates of 
fi sh and chips.

They built their food truck 
by hand and when last visited 

by The Profi le, 
it was missing 
a microwave, as 
the pair lent it to 
a couple staying 
at the park who 
required some-
thing to heat up 
their baby’s bot-
tle. 

Now it was 
mother and son 

in need, Max said he felt a lit-
tle “ashamed” accepting mon-
ey from people off ering help 
through a Givealittle page set 
up by Miranda Holiday Park’s 
Kerry Wicks - of which dona-
tions were fl owing in.

The fundraiser to purchase 
a new food truck has already 
received around $11,000 of its 
$35,000 goal. 

“It’s defi nitely humbling, and 
while I always had faith in peo-
ple, it does show all of those 
little touches you had on some-
one’s experience,” Max said. 

“To other people it might 
not look like much, but I really 
love [Kiwi Taste]. It gives me a 

sense of purpose.” 
Max understood it would 

cost more to repair the truck 
than it would to buy a new one, 
but hoped they’d be back up 
and operating as soon as pos-
sible. He said they might need 
to change the name from Kiwi 
Taste to Phoenix Taste, be-
cause they would “rise from the 
ashes”.

To donate, visit: givealittle.
co.nz/cause/kiwi-taste-up-in-
fl ames.

A popular food truck said to have “the best blue cod 
in town” by celebrity chef Simon Gault has gone up 

in fl ames. KELLEY TANTAU reports

Miranda’s Kiwi Taste food truck has been completely destroyed by fi re.                             Photo: SUPPLIED

RIGHT:  Mother-and-son duo 
Rhonda and Max Panirau with their 

food truck in happier � mes. 
Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

“This was one of 
the very best places 
to visit for fi sh (blue 
cod) and chips with 
salad, and of course 
their epic burgers.”

- Simon Gault
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The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
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Department
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328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 08
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 13

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 

in The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/
txt 027 396 2459 with your full 
name, the business name and page 
number of the ad by the following 
Monday to go in the draw to WIN 
a car valet from Thames Autos 
worth $150! The prize is drawn at 
the end of each month.

PO Box 550, Thames 3540
www.valleyprofile.co.nz

100% LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED
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Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
Email: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
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Ph 022 619 4889

Email: kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
ADVERTISING

Ad manager Nikki Sanders 
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Ph 027 396 2459
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SEE MORE AT  
www.readbros.co.nz 

308 Pollen St, Thames  
07 868 6608

COME & SEE US for all your 
kitchen and cooking needs.

Enamelware – Cast Iron – Storage – 
Wooden utensils – Specialty Cleaning 

Products – Beeswax Candles

Kitchenware that lasts a lifetime  
and just like the recipes,  

can be enjoyed by many generations

Look after your mental health
By ALLAN JUDD

Allan Judd says exercise and communication is important during lockdown. 

Do you have support? This is a 
big question that everybody 

should ask themselves.
Well, what is your support net-

work, do you have friends you can 
ring and talk to at any time of the 
day or night? Would you be some-
body’s support person? As we are 
plunged back into a Covid-19 lock-
down around the country, people 
are forced to relive difficult situa-
tions endured under Covid-19 re-
strictions last year, where some 
people became fragile.

Families are forced to all live to-
gether at the same time under the 
same roof, all wanting to do their 
own thing in their own way. 

“No problem” I hear a lot of you 
say. Okay, for some it’s not too bad, 
but for others, it can be enough to 
tip them over the edge. It’s impor-
tant to take time to look after each 
other, it’s even more important to 
look after yourself during these 
situations. What are you doing to 
keep fit, are you doing some form 
of exercise?

Last year when we were in lock-
down, I was set a challenge to do 
25 press-ups every day for 25 days. 
So, this time round, I’m setting the 
challenge of doing 30 sit-ups every 
day for 30 days. It’s about giving 
yourself a challenge each day and 
a reason to get out of bed every 
morning. 

One of the easiest things that can 
happen as we start to feel hemmed 
in around our own home is to hide 
inside ourselves. So, it’s important 
that we exercise and communicate 
with those sitting next to us on the 
couch.

One of the hardest things to 

grasp is sometimes that support 
person will not be the person you 
are living with. That person who 
you love and care for may not see 
the support that is needed by you.

It is important to know who you 
can rely on to help when you are 
feeling a bit down, anxious, de-
pressed or just need some time out 
to recharge the batteries. 

I hope just one person takes the 
time to read this and turns to the 
person next to them and asks those 
two simple questions: Are you al-
right? And, are you coping with life? 

This is not the case in every sce-
nario, sometimes that support 
person will be your nearest and 
dearest, but you need to know that 
before you start to fall off the rails. 

In most cases you won’t need 
to worry if you have that constant 
line of communication open. There 
have been numerous struggles and 

sometimes the support you crave is 
just not there.

I’m starting to see how broken 
and under-resourced the Mental 
Health system in this country has 
become. 

The struggle to get support and 
help in this country has become too 
great for some people. 

I can see why mental health ed-
ucator Mike King has thrown his 
arms in the air and said enough is 
enough. We need to be aware of 
people around us who are not cop-
ing as well as they should.

Suicide in this country is out of 
control, not just our young but the 
farmers, the shop owners - depres-
sion doesn’t care who it comes and 
gets and if you don’t have the sup-
port you need, you can spiral out 
of control and stop communicating 
with people.

I have seen this first hand when 

the support you so desperately 
want deserts you. 

I know I struggle with mental 
health and do all I can to ensure I 
stay in the right frame of mind.

It’s important to have a plan of 
how to cope when things start to 
get a bit tough or you are feeling 
anxious about some silly little thing. 

There are some wonderful books 
and support networks out there. I 
can recommend former All Black 
and mental health advocate John 
Kirwan’s first book Why I Am, a 
book full of wonderful quotes he 
used in times of struggle. One of my 
favourites is: “Tough times don’t 
last, tough people do”.

So, I challenge you to get off the 
couch, do some exercise, talk kindly 
to those around you and pick up 
the phone and ring somebody you 
haven’t spoken to in a while.

Be kind to yourself and be kind 
to others, you’ll find it goes a long 
way. 

 WHERE TO GET HELP
- Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki: 
Hinengaro (mental health), 
Ph 0508 111 555, 8:30am to 
4:30pm weekdays.
- 1737, Need to talk? - Free call 
or text 1737
- Depression.org.nz - 0800 111 
757 or text 4202
- Lifeline – 0800 543 354
- Suicide Crisis Helpline – 0508 
828 865 (0508 TAUTOKO) 
- Kidsline – 0800 54 37 54 for 
people up to 18 years, 24/7.
- Youthline – 0800 376 633, free 
text 234, talk@youthline.co.nz.
- Rural Support Trust - 0800 787 
254

The Valley Profile is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,500 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
letterbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribution around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.
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Authorised by Scott Simpson, 
614 Pollen St, Thames.  

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Contact me anytime
Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. *500 Days Interest Free is 
available on in-store Q Card and Q Mastercard® Flexi Payment Plans & Purchases $999 & over until 21.9.21 
Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, layby and not to be used in conjunction with any 
other offer. Lending criteria, $50 Annual Account Fee, New Cardholder fee—$55 Establishment or Existing 
Cardholder fee—$35 Advance Fee applicable, terms and conditions apply. Minimum payments of 3% of the 
monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only 
the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. 
Standard Interest Rate, currently 25.99% p.a., applies to any outstanding balance at end of Interest Free 
period. Rate and fees correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Mastercard is a registered trademark 
and the circles design is a trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. See Counter for full details.

Swisstek Ultra.

All sizes.
Single
price.

500 days 
interest free
*on in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 21.9.21
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FURNITURE & BEDS R US
PH 07 868 6128

For an appointment with 
Ann - Ph 029 277 1964

Late night
Tuesday and Saturday 

by appointment
39 Orchard West Rd 

Ngatea
 Ph 07 8677 990

• SEPTIC TANK 
DRAIN & GREASE TRAP 

CLEANING
• SUCTION TRUCK 

 TRUCK & HIAB 
• GENERAL CARRYING

DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST KOPU
PHONE/FAX: (07) 868 3034

AHS: (07) 868 3116 - 0274 927 148

P.O. BOX 768, THAMES 3540

Morale ‘pretty high’ after Covid-19 scare
The owner of the Hauraki 

cafe visited by a Covid-pos-
itive Aucklander on August 15 
is praising his staff for under-
going rigorous testing and a 
“severe” lockdown.

Blair Mattock told The Pro-
file morale remained high af-
ter Woodturners Cafe on State 
Highway 2, Mangatarata, was 
named as a location of interest 
following a visit by a man who 
was not aware he’d contracted 
the highly contagious Delta 
variant of the virus.

Up to 10 staff were work-
ing that day, and all had since 
been required to have three 
Covid-19 tests and go through 
a “severe lockdown”, Mr Mat-
tock said. 

“You can’t go anywhere, 
even to get groceries or go for 
a walk. I’m still doing a lot of 
reading and cleaning,” he said. 

Mr Mattock and his staff 
underwent three separate 
Covid-19 tests: one as soon as 
they were identified as a loca-
tion of interest, another on Day 
Five, and the final test on Day 
12, which was taken on Friday, 
August 27. 

All but one have come back 
negative, with the remaining 
staff member to get their final 
Day 12 results this week.

Mr Mattock said his staff 
were all locals, from around 
the Ngatea and Mangatarata 

areas. He said they had been 
“great” and would be looking 
forward to the day work at the 
cafe could return to normal. 

“The morale is pretty high 
and everyone’s been in touch 
with everyone else and are giv-
ing [each other] support. 

“I think everyone will be pret-
ty keen to get back to work.” 

But that wouldn’t be until 
Alert Level 2, he said, when 
travel was no longer restricted 
between borders. 

“We’ve been hit every time 
with Covid, because as soon 
as Auckland gets a cold, we 
sneeze, and as soon as they go 
out of level 2, the state highway 
dies. 

“You could go out and play 
tennis on SH2, it’s that quiet.” 

But Mr Mattock said lock-
down had been a “learning 
experience” and he was im-
pressed with the thorough na-
ture of the tests. 

“I was quite surprised at the 

amount of work that’s involved 
with the Healthline people. 
Every day they check in, and 
every day they’ve got their 
questions and ask you about 
how you’re feeling and if you’ve 
complied with everything. It 
must be a huge operation.”

He wanted to thank the cafe’s 
loyal customers and the wider 
community for their ongoing 
support. 

“It is amazing… and really 
appreciated,” he said.

By KELLEY TANTAU

Woodturners staff working at ‘Ground Zero’ have returned negative Covid-19 test results.    Photo: SUPPLIED

Everywhere south of the Auck-
land-Waikato border moved to 
level 3 at 11.59pm on  Tuesday. 
Auckland and Northland remain 
in level 4.

It is free to get a Covid test. 
Testing is available at Te Korowai 
Hauora o Hauraki - Thames, 
phone 0508 835 676 to make an 
appointment, or phone your GP to 
see if they are testing. Symptoms 
of Covid-19 include cough, fever, 
shortness of breath, sore throat, 
sneezing and a runny nose, and 
temporary loss of smell.

Face coverings are now manda-
tory when using public transport, 
visiting healthcare facilities, for 
delivery drivers, inside businesses 
and services such as supermar-
kets, pharmacies, and takeaways, 
and at court, tribunals, govern-
ment agencies and social service 
providers. Everyone is strongly 
encouraged to wear a face cover-
ing when outside their home and 
anywhere it’s difficult to keep a 2 
metre distance from others. 

Everyone over the age of 12 le-
gally must keep a record of where 
they have been so contact trac-
ing can happen quickly. You must 
do this at all alert levels. This re-
quirement will come into effect 
in seven days from the change to 
level 3.
DETAILS: For COVID-19 health 
advice and information, call 
Healthline, Ph 0800 358 5453. To 
find out more about level 3, go to 
covid19.govt.nz. For information 
about vaccinations, turn to P5.

WHAT YOU 
NEED TO KNOW



04 THE VALLEY PROFILE, September 01, 2021   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust • Mobility Scooters 

• Wheelchairs 
• Walkers 

• Electric Lift Chairs 
• Bathroom and 
  Toilet Aids 
• Continence 
   Products• Daily Living 

  Products - 
  Reachers, SockAids,   
  Walking Sticks 
  and more

• We will also do 
   our best to source 
   other products on 
   request

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

SALES & SERVICE HIRE & SALES

DAILY LIVING AIDS

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) • Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 • E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

GRAHAM O’BRIEN 
Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Ivy Taylor’s rocket has lots of windows to see out of. 

Ready for 
take-off
Children from Karanga-
hake School have been 
learning about space, 
and in the first week of 
lockdown, they were 
given the task of plan-
ning, designing, and 
creating a space rocket. 
Awa room teacher Tru-
di Kyd said they could 
use recyclable materials 
or whatever they could 
find around home, then 
they shared their crea-
tions during an online  
Zoom meeting. Accord-
ing to the parents, the 
kids had so much fun 
creating them, Trudi 
said.

River Lombard and her sister are heading to Mercury. Edith Benjamin’s rocket heads for the moon.

William Bartram’s rocket has sturdy wings to fly 
and lots of colour. 

Cole Beisly shows off his rocket, which has fire 
coming out of the jets.

Savanna Russell’s rocket has pretty patterns. 

Evie Harris-Ellis’s rocket is ready for take-off, with help from her cat.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

Toyota Privia
2.4 Auto, 8 Seat, 
NZ New, Tow Bar

$8,990
2010 BMW 116i
Auto, 1.6 Ltr, Top 
Condition & Service 
History

$8,990
Special

$11,990

2007 BMW 330i
Motorsport, Auto, 
Top Of Range Model

$8,990

2009 Toyota Wish
Auto, 7 Seat, 
Face Lift 
Model

Just

2014 Ford Fiesta
Auto Turbo, Immac Condition, 
106km

$13,990
Now Just

2014 Ssangyong Rexton
Diesel Auto, 4WD Hi-Low, 
Tow Bar, Mint 
Condition, 
SPECIAL

$14,990
Now

2010 Mitsubishi Lancer
NZ New, 2.0 Auto, 
Towbar, Excellent 
Condition 

$8,990

2006 Mitsubishi Outlander
4WD Auto, Tow Bar, 
Excellent Condition

$7,990
Only

Coromandel MP gets Covid-19 jab in lockdown
Coromandel MP Scott Simp-

son is encouraging “as 
many people” as possible to get 
the Covid-19 vaccine amidst 
the virus’ latest outbreak and 
subsequent lockdown.

Mr Simpson received his fi rst 
dose of the vaccine a few days 
after the country’s shift to Alert 
Level Four on August 17. 

“I had booked it nearly a fort-
night ago and wanted to go to 
the Goldfi elds 
pop-up centre 
in Thames,” he 
told The Profi le. 
“Given there 
had been a lot 
of disruption 
earlier in the 
week, I thought 
the appoint-
ment might get 
changed, but it 
all went ahead 
as planned, and 
I was very im-
pressed with the 
way the system 
worked.”

Mr Simpson 
said the process was “very pro-
fessional” and he had no side 
eff ects from the jab. 

On the day, there was a line 
of other people waiting for 
their vaccine and maintaining 
social distancing, he said. 

“I am very much in support 
of the vaccination programme. 
I think the ultimate way out 
of this dilemma for us all is to 
have as many people vaccinat-
ed as we can.

“If I’ve got any criticism, it is 

that we are still the least vac-
cinated country in the OECD, 
and in my view we could have 
all been vaccinated earlier than 
we currently are now,” he said.

“But my message is to be vac-
cinated as soon as you become 
eligible, make an appointment, 
and get it done.” 

News the Delta variant of 
Covid-19 was in the commu-
nity was reported on August 
17, when a 58-year-old man 
from Devonport, Auckland, 

developed the 
virus after visit-
ing Coromandel 
township with 
his wife on Au-
gust 13-15. The 
man’s  wife, who 
has received two 
doses of the vac-
cine, returned 
a negative Cov-
id-19 test.

Mr Simpson 
said the Coro-
mandel commu-
nity had, by and 
large, been doing 
everything that 
had been asked 

of them. “We were a bit un-
settled in that our [town] was 
the focus of attention early on 
in this outbreak, clearly now 
though the man who visited 
Coromandel town wasn’t Case 
Zero, he was just the fi rst case 
to be tested,” he said.

So far there are no positive 
Covid-19 tests throughout the 
Coromandel-Hauraki region, 
and wastewater testing had 
also not returned any positive 
Covid-19 results. 

However, with many local 
residents on septic tank, Mr 
Simpson said this was a reason 
for people to “remain vigilant”, 
to wear a mask when out, and 
to scan the Covid-19 QR codes, 
the latter now mandatory for 
large events, cafes, libraries, 
and restaurants across all alert 
levels. 

He also had a word of advice 
for those anxious about get-
ting the vaccine: “I’m not a big 
fan of needles, but I’ve learned 
over the years that the best 
thing to do when you’re getting 
a needle put in your arm is to 
look the other way.” 

“The best thing to do 
when you’re getti  ng a 

needle put in your arm is 
to look the other way.”

- Scott  Simpson

Coromandel MP Sco�  Simpson got his fi rst Covid-19 vaccina� on on August 20, three days a� er it was 
announced the Delta variant of the virus was in the community.            Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU

As of last week, Waikato District 
Health Board fi gures showed 
more than 44 per cent of Thames-
Coromandel residents have had 
their fi rst dose and about 14 per 
cent were fully vaccinated. 
HOW TO BOOK A VACCINE: Book 
online at www.bookmyvaccine.
co.nz or Ph 0800 28 29 26. 
There are vaccina� ons centres 
throughout the Thames Valley 
and Coromandel Peninsula, as 
well as a Covid-19 community 
vaccina� on centre at Goldfi elds 
Shopping Centre in Thames.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
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Arkwrights 

Antiques

862 6898
32 Belmont Rd 

Paeroa

61 Belmont Road 
Paeroa

07 862 6959
harcourtsgoldstar.co.nz

1 Pipiroa 
Road, Ngatea   
•   Ph 07 867-7021

Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

hgleach.co.nz

021 509 952
The Depot, 

715 Pollen St, 
Thames

insider.net.nz

25 Willoughby St
Paeroa

862 8643
lynchandpartners.co.nz

500 Pollen St
Thames 

868 8725

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD
118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

paeroafarmservices.co.nz

862 8263

021 293 5896  

pamjsmith.nz@gmail.com  

www.pamsmithbowen.com

027 415 8209
playfulpawspetlodge@gmail.com

playfulpawspetlodge.com         
349 Hauraki Road, Turua

868 5027
11 Waipapa Rd 

Thames
pukekoseducare.co.nz

82 Richmond St, Thames              
0800 868 5484                 

www.richmondvillas.co.nz
richmond-villas@xtra.co.nz

The Depot
Pollen St, Thames 

027 207 7033
www.savourandspice.com

Smart 
Environmental

0800 4 MY BIN 

sales@smartbins.co.nz

smartbins.co.nz

300 Cochrane St 
Thames

021 077 4315

Susanna Kruger
Ph: 027 538 9789 

susannakruger20@gmail.com

868 8951
www.ThamesKia.co.nz

THAMES VALLEY 
KIA

321 Pollen Street, 
Thames

Inside Goldfields Mall 

100 Mary St, Thames

50 Kopu Road, Kopu 
Thames 

07 8687892 
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
www.valleyeducation.co.nz 

39 Orchard West Road, Ngatea  
Ph 021 227 7292

lilipadboutique@gmail.com

Valley Toyota 
Thames

valley.toyota.co.nz 
868 8950

Thanks to these generous businesses, the Profi le will donate $528 to the Cancer SocietyThanks to these generous businesses, the Thanks to these generous businesses, the Profi leProfi le will donate $528 to the Cancer Society will donate $528 to the Cancer Society
DAFFODIL DAY

franklinvets.co.nz
Snowden’s

- MENSWEAR -

520 Pollen St Thames

868 7056
snowdensmenwear.co.nz
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600 Pollen St, ames
07 868 6301
www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

Book   Weekof the

868 6301
600 Pollen St, Thames

carsonsbookshop.co.nz

39 Orchard West Road, Ngatea  
Ph 021 227 7292

lilipadboutique@gmail.com

theplanteryshop.co.nz
‘The Depot’

 715 Pollen St
Thames

612 Pollen Street 
Thames

07 868 7388

2/15 Orchard West Rd, 
Ngatea

022 315 2131

40 Puriri Valley Rd, 
Puriri

868 6064 
027 458 9878

christmastree.co.nz

Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Ph 027 486 5680Ph 027 486 5680
11 Belmont Rd, 11 Belmont Rd, 

PaeroaPaeroa
earthangelmagic7@gmail.comearthangelmagic7@gmail.com

868 8981
609 Pollen St, Thames

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz
thamesautos.co.nz

RMVT

701A Pollen St, � ames
868 9773

trinitynetwork.co.nz

0800 862 6362
3 Hall St
 Paeroa

WHYTELINE 
COLLECTIVE

862 8783
whytelinecollective.co.nz

tabs.net.nz

021 681 328

021 332 649
Shop 3, 715 Polen St, 

Thames
thegoodyarnstore.co.nz

868 3985
0274 726627

TREE 
SHAPES

54A Thames Road
Paeroa

021 162 4837
sharronshaz@live.com

Thanks to these generous businesses, the Profi le will donate $528 to the Cancer SocietyThanks to these generous businesses, the Thanks to these generous businesses, the Profi leProfi le will donate $528 to the Cancer Society will donate $528 to the Cancer Society
DAFFODIL DAY

Hopeful for delayed Daffodil Day
For the second year in a row, the 

Cancer Society’s Daff odil Day 
street collec� on has been can-
celled due to the resurgence of 
Covid-19 in the community. 

Planned for August 27, the 
street appeal typically raised 
about $1m na� onwide for those 
aff ected by cancer, but Paeroa co-
ordinator Elaine Lally is hopeful 
Paeroa could s� ll play its part at a 
later date.

Paeroa’s annual Daff odil Day 
fundraiser was to be held at the 
RSA on August 23, but just six 
days before the event, it was an-
nounced the country would head 
into an Alert Level 4 lockdown. 

“We had everything in place, 
with something like 170 people 
coming, so it was quite disap-
poin� ng,” Elaine said. “But we’d 
like to s� ll have it, but we’re not 
quite sure what we’re going to do, 
and it depends on the lockdowns, 

of course.” 
Last year, the Paeroa fundraiser 

was postponed un� l October 30, 
but they s� ll raised close to $4000 
from the day. 

Elaine said she couldn’t see the 
fundraiser taking place this year 
un� l around the same � me.

“We really do want to do it be-
cause it is such a worthy cause. 
We all have family members, 
friends, or neighbours that have 
got cancer or had cancer, so we 
really would s� ll like to have it but 
when and what we’re going to do, 
we’re not quite sure.” 

Cancer Society of New Zealand 
chief execu� ve Lucy Elwood said 
they were now coun� ng on “gen-
erous supporters” to donate to 
the charity online.

“We’ve been through Covid 
lockdown before and the demand 
on our services goes up. Covid 
adds to the anxiety of many going 
through cancer. This is the � me for 
the Cancer Society and New Zea-

landers to step up and not step 
back,” she said.

A� er the announcement from 
the Government on August 17, 
the society quickly swung into ac-
� on, pu�  ng in place protocols to 
ensure cancer services were s� ll 
available in lockdown.

Elwood said it was a blow for 
many people who had been regu-
lar volunteers on Daff odil Day, but 
the fundraiser’s campaign was: 
‘Cancer doesn’t stop, so we won’t 
either’.

“We are truly living those words 
right now – cancer doesn’t stop 
because of Covid. Our staff  are go-
ing above and beyond to support 
those using our services, com-
municate updates on scheduled 
treatments, and address any is-
sues that are being experienced.”
DETAILS: ANZ is donati ng one dol-
lar for every dollar raised through 
the ANZ Digital Daff odil QR code, 
or donate online. For more info, 
visit: www.anz.co.nz/donate.

By KELLEY TANTAU

Collec� ng for Daff odil Day last year: Alby and Glenis Andersen, Barbara Berry, and Luc King, 4.   (File photo: TERESA RAMSEY)



08 THE VALLEY PROFILE, September 01, 2021   www.valleyprofi le.co.nz

39 Orchard West Road, Ngatea  
Ph 021 227 7292

lilipadboutique@gmail.com

Phone 0800 326 626

102 Sealey St, Thames

558 Pollen St, Thames.

  Phone 868 6105

walterandcohairdressing.com

“City styling 
in the heart of 
Coromandel”  

382 Ngati Maru Highway 
Totara, Thames 
868 7960  

31 Orchard East Rd, 

Ngatea

milkingmachines.co.nz

867 7360
EXCEPTIONAL WINDOWS & DOORS

1 Queen Street
Kopu

868 9105 
fairviewthames.co.nz

862 9090
1 Princes St

Paeroa
hoogeveen.co.nz

DAFFODIL DAY
Thanks to these generous businesses, the Profi le will donate $528 to the Cancer Society

Thames-Coromandel’s May-
or had no clue her commu-

nity was preparing for its fi rst 
Level 4 lockdown in more than 
a year. 

Mayor Sandra Goudie was 
“glamping” around Port Jack-
son Rd in the upper Coroman-
del when the news broke on 
August 17 that Covid-19 was 
back in the community. 

A 58-year-old man from 
Auckland tested positive for 
the more contagious Delta 
variant of the virus after visit-
ing Coromandel township and 
Woodturners Cafe on August 
13-15 with his fully vaccinated 
wife, who tested negative.

After fortuitously hearing 
the news over the radio, Mayor 
Goudie walked up a hill to get 
service, and from there, went 
through “56 calls over an hour 
and a half,” she told The Pro-
fi le.

She made the hasty decision 
to head back to Thames, but on 
the way, she encountered a road 
block established by members 
of the public, who were turning 
away drivers heading into Ma-
naia, anxious to protect their 
community.

“The line was starting to 
build up and I could see there 
were one or two people starting 
to get a bit irate, and of course 
it was dark, people were mill-
ing around in the middle of 
nowhere, so it wasn’t a healthy 
environment,” she said.

At least four police cars 
showed up to deal with the 
situation, she said. But overall, 
people within the district ap-
peared to be doing “the right 

thing” throughout the early 
days of the lockdown.

“We’ve been through all sorts 
of crises and emergencies, and 
we’ve just hunkered down, 
done the right things, and 
we’ve got through it, and the 
people of Coromandel are good 
at doing that,” she said. 

“Everywhere else was actual-
ly fi ne, this was just a group of 
people at the Manaia one-way 
bridge and they were taking the 
opportunity for whatever rea-
son.” 

Mayor Goudie, who on Au-
gust 18 came under fi re for her 
“relaxed” approach to scanning 
the QR codes on the Covid-19 
app, said she was now “totally 
on board” with contact tracing, 
but had admittedly become 
complacent.

In a council statement, May-
or Goudie said the tracer app 
was a “vital part of staying safe” 
and urged people to use it fre-
quently. 

“When the news of an out-
break came through, I had 
been off  the grid and was too 
relaxed about my own compla-
cency with scanning. I was up-
front that my app use has been 
hit and miss, but there’s no 
question I’ll be using it now,” 
she said.

Throughout the lockdown’s 
early days - when Auckland 
and Coromandel were given an 
initial seven days, and the rest 
of the country an initial three - 
Hauraki District Council May-
or Toby Adams acknowledged 
there was confusion about 
whether or not the Hauraki dis-
trict was included in the Coro-
mandel border, particularly as 
one of the places of interest was 

Mayors react to 
news of outbreak
By KELLEY TANTAU

in the Hauraki.
“There was always a possi-

bility that further parts of the 
country would go into a longer 
lockdown, because I’m sure the 
places the one man has been 
had people from all over New 
Zealand visit from some point 
over that time period… and as 
we know, Delta can basically 

jump across a room in three 
seconds,” he said. 

“I understand that it is the 
unknown again – but this time, 
it’s really not that unknown. We 
knew what it was like last time, 
we’ve spent some time in lock-
down, and we understood that 
supermarkets restock and that 
we can get by. There’s enough 

toilet paper to go around for 
everybody,” he said. 

“So don’t panic, act normal, 
shop like normal, eat like nor-
mal, drink like normal, and if 
you do need to go out, whether 
it’s to a pharmacy or a service 
station, use the tracer app and 
let everyone know where you’ve 
been.” 

Queuing at Paeroa Countdown during lockdown.

Paeroa’s main street is eerily quiet.

Thames’ main street in lockdown. Chris is “masked up” with a bandana.

Not a soul on Ngatea’s main street.

Shoppers � me it right at Pak’nSave, Thames.

0800 26 28 25
Coastalbins.co.nz

Sealey & Queen Sts, 

Thames  
027 2577 777



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     September 01, 2021, THE VALLEY PROFILE 09

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

RIDE ON SPECIALSRIDE ON SPECIALS

Hustler 48” Fliptop   
RRP $14,995 

 now $12,995$12,995 inc GST

Gravely ZTHD 44 
   RRP $13,499 

 now $11,995$11,995 inc GST

Arien Edge 42 
   NEW MODEL 

 now $7,499$7,499 inc GST

FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE GARY 027 227 3396

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernal
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Groundswell NZ says it’s 
planning a major nation-

wide protest in November after 
a “lack of response” from the 
government over its concerns.

The farmer advocacy group 
staged the nationwide Howl of 
a Protest last month, which saw 
hundreds of people turn out in 
tractors and utes in Ngatea on 
July 16.

While a date in November is 
yet to be set, Groundswell NZ 
said it expected the next major 
protest action to be of a scale 
and impact that will be “signifi-
cant in New Zealand’s history”. 

Groundswell NZ spokesman 

Bryce McKenzie said there was 
widespread concern among 
both rural and urban people, 
councils, and the business sec-
tor about the direction the gov-
ernment was taking and the 
“tsunami of unworkable regula-
tions being rammed through”.

A number of campaign ac-
tions are planned in the lead up 
to November’s nationwide pro-
test. The first of which, a series 
of three Friday protests from 
August 20, were disrupted be-
cause of the level 4 Covid-19 re-
strictions. Groundswell NZ had 
planned for a show of support 
from every car, bike, truck, train 

to toot their horns for two min-
utes in support of its campaign.

Groundswell NZ will also write 

to all councils calling for a halt 
to all Resource Management Act 
planning processes, because of 
the “significant negative impact 
zonings like Significant Natural 
Areas, wetlands and landscapes 
are having on people and their 
property values”.

They’re also calling for all 
landowners to decline access for 
councils or their agents wanting 
to undertake mapping or in-
formation gathering on private 
land. The group’s campaign is 
concerned about “unworkable” 
government regulations includ-
ing freshwater, indigenous bio-
diversity and climate change. 

“We are not against the need 
for regulation or the need to 
care for the environment”, Mr 
McKenzie said.

“Nor are we calling for a halt 
to addressing environmental is-
sues. 

“We are saying there are much 
better, proven solutions to ad-
dressing environmental issues 
than the one size fits all ap-
proach being legislated by the 
government.”

Groundswell NZ has recently 
added the Three Waters reform 
and the Water Services Bill to 
its growing list of unworkable 
regulations. 

More action planned by Groundswell NZ
RuralRural LifeLife

Howl of a Protest in Ngatea.           
         File photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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We can help! Our Qualifi ed Financial Mentors offer:

Freaking out about money?

Our team of fully trained Financial Mentors can 
help support you to develop a fi nancial plan 
that is realistic, manageable and personalised 
to your situation.

• A workable budget

• Never enough to pay the bills or for the weekly food shop?

• Improve your fi nancial confi dence

• Too much credit or afterpay?

• A plan to repay debt
• A Financial Plan of Action

• Had a reduction in income?

• Set achievable goals

• Arguments about money?
• Never have enough for the holidays, clothes?

• Got a loan that you can’t repay?

• Plus so much more!

Mon - Thurs 9am - 2pm (or by arrangement)  -  415 Pollen Street, Thames
Phone: 07 868 5964   •   Mobile: 027 870 7076    •   Email:   thbuds@gmail.com

www.thamesbudgetservice.co.nz

KOPU 07 868 5007 (FARM & PETS) 
PAEROA 07 862 7295 (FARM & PETS) 

WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030 (FARM & PETS) 
WWW.FRANKLINVETS.CO.NZ

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

Need a vet?
PH: (07) 868 9422

Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Goldfi elds manager John Freer to run for mayor
Former Thames Valley rugby 

player and current manager 
of Goldfi elds Shopping Centre 
John Freer has announced 
he’ll run for mayor, 13 months 
ahead of the next local body 
elections.

Mr Freer, who took over the 
management of the Thames 
mall following the Covid-19 
pandemic, will throw his name 
into the ring for Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council’s top 
job come October next year. 

He told The Profi le he was 
announcing his intention to 
run now in order to meet with 
community members, organi-
sations, and clubs, and to pre-
pare himself for the role, if suc-
cessful. 

“If I didn’t think I had a 
chance, I wouldn’t be doing 
this,” he said.

Mr Freer, who lives in One-
mana, a beach town on the 
eastern side of the Coroman-
del Peninsula, was a former 
Thames Star journalist, and 
is a member of the Onemana 
Residents and Community As-
sociation, the Thames Business 
Association, and the Whanga-
mata Community Patrol. 

He said his decision to stand 
was not motivated by one is-
sue - but to “unite” the wider 
community so all residents 
and ratepayers had a “shared 
and agreed” approach to future 
development.  

“Through living on one side 
of the peninsula and working 
on the other, I have a good 
understanding of the whole 

By KELLEY TANTAU

John Freer will run for district mayor at the local body elec� ons next year.                       Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

region, and I think that is so 
important in terms of having 
somebody that will look at the 
whole peninsula, rather than 
being east or west,” he said.

“I think, too, that we’ve got 
to have a much more open ap-
proach to our local government 
here.” 

Prior to last year’s Covid-19 
lockdown, Mr Freer could be 
seen around the district helping 
freedom camping visitors fi nd 

the right places to stay, as one 
of fi ve Responsible Camping 
Ambassadors hired by Thames-
Coromandel District Council.

Seven months later, he set 
out to transform the Goldfi elds 
Shopping Centre into a mecca 
for shopping and entertain-
ment, earlier telling The Profi le 
he believed they could “turn [it] 
around”.

He said he’d want to stay on 
in his role as manager of the 

mall even if his mayoral cam-
paign was successful. 

“It’s time to be diff erent, and 
this is where, due to the size 
and diverse nature of our re-
gion, we have to fi nd a new way 
forward,” he said.

“We’ve all got diff erences, but 
we’re not that big that we can’t 
work together.” 

Mr Freer said there were 
certainly challenges facing the 
district at present, including fi -

nancial pressures, as well as the 
Three Waters review, but said 
by “working together”, qual-
ity of life across the Thames-
Coromandel would continue to 
improve.

“Someone has said to me: 
‘Good luck with that’, but I 
can remember when I worked 
with Sir Edmund Hillary, and 
he told me a guy said the same 
thing to him before he climbed 
Everest: ‘Good luck with that’.”
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SPORTS RESULTS

More than $5000 was 
raised to support cancer 

patients and their families at a 
recent charity golf tournament 
in Thames.

Held at the Thames Golf 
Club and run in conjunction 
with the Thames Community 
Cancer Support Group and 
Thames ANZ Bank, the event 
“was a fabulous success,” 
spokesperson Jill Stent said. 

“The weather was fine, there 
were 85 starters - 12 nine-hole 
players and 73 18-hole players 
- and the sponsorship from lo-
cal businesses was amazing. 

“They were so incredibly 
generous,” she said.

The charity golf tournament 
is the only fundraiser held by 
the Thames Community Can-
cer Support Group annually.  

This year, the thousands 
raised will allow the group to 

provide petrol vouchers, food 
vouchers, counselling, and 
massages to cancer suffer-
ers and their families in the 
Thames community and sur-
rounding areas.  

A cake auction was also held 
as part of the day and this 
raised more than $1500, Jill 
said. 

“Baking was provided by 
ANZ staff from Thames and 
Paeroa, Thames lady golf club 
members, Thames Community 
Cancer Support Group mem-
bers, and even some cancer 
sufferers themselves.”
RESULTS: The tournament win-
ners were: 9 hole players: K Bat-
ters, Whangamata, 1; B Irvine,  
Renner Park, 2. 18 hole women: 
A Keane, Hauraki, 1; F Nicol, 
Paeroa, 2. 18 hole players men: 
A Batie, Thames, 1; H Smith, 
Thames, 2.

Fundraiser ‘a fabulous success’

It was another good turnout 
at Kerepēhi Bowling Club for 
O’Hagan Vision Care sponsored 
optional fours last month. 
Occasional showers from 
lunchtime onwards were a 
nuisance, but games were 
completed with the following 
winners: 1st 4 wins + 18 
points 19 ends (Paeroa) Arthur 
Thorburn team; 2nd 3 wins + 24 
points 21 ends (Waihi Beach) A 
Murray team; 3rd 3 wins + 19 
points 20 ends (Tui Park) K Paul 
team. Good bowling.        

 - Terry King
Ian McLeod bowls for Kerepēhi.             
               Photo: TERRY KING

Lockdown learning ‘stressful’

The dynamics to the Covid-19 
lockdown in 2021 is stress-

ful. Being a year 12 student liv-
ing in a society where learning 
from home is the new norm is 
hard. 

My name is Anna Tukuitoga. 
I am a year 12 student at Hau-
raki Plains College. The return 
of lockdown is not a good time 
for young ones like myself to be 
caught up in, especially with ex-
ams just around the corner. It’s 
inconvenient and frustrating. 

I know other year 12 and 13 
students in our area who feel 
the same. It’s the pressure of 
preparing for exams coming up 
and relying on NCEA credits to 
be eligible for scholarships in the 
coming year.  With scholarships, 
it means our tuition fees and ac-
commodation cost are secured 
for university in 2022 and 2023.  

I am very worried about not 
making enough credits. 

Some of us don’t have the abil-
ity to fund our own education 
after high school therefore we 
rely on scholarships to help us 
achieve our goals.  The year has 
involved planning what happens 
in my future after college life. For 
me, I want to study music, and to 
do that I need a scholarship to go 
to the Victoria University.  With-

This year is an important 
one for many senior college 
students, who face the 
added stress of online 
learning in lockdown while 
NCEA exams loom. Hauraki 
student ANNA TUKUITOGA 
gives us a glimpse of the 
pressure students are facing.

Anna Tukuitoga says it’s important to find balance during lockdown.       
Photo SUPPLIED

Good turnout for Kerepēhi bowls

out a scholarship I won’t be able 
to go - unfortunately my mum 
doesn’t have the luxury to help 
fund my living expenses whilst I 
live away from home. 

So it’s a stressful time and I am 

frustrated.  
With that in mind, I live with 

my 70-year-old grandmother 
who has dementia. Everyday 
during lockdown my job is to 
make breakfast and organise on-
line fitness with my nana which 

also helps me with establishing a 
good routine. 

The way I cope and ensure I’m 
looking after my mental health 
is through creating music, doing 
TikToks, talking to my friends 
online and getting some fresh 
air. Having to balance everything 
is hard and I know every young 
person has their own struggles.

Some of us are struggling to 
do school work and have anxiety 
because of Covid.  

So my advice to my peers is to 
try and find a balance, focus on 
your goals for after college be-
cause that is what will set you up 
for life. 

And don’t forget to look after 
your mental health - get some 
fresh air, and take time to learn 
some life skills i.e. cooking, bak-
ing and chores around the house. 

“The return of lockdown 
is not a good time for 

young ones like myself to 
be caught up in, especially 
with exams just around the 

corner.”
- Anna Tukuitoga
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ACROSS
1 Take place (5)
4 Matching siblings (9,5)

11 Game fish (5) 
14 Body organ (5)
15 Factual TV programme 

(11)
16 Fort troops (8) 
19 Comfort someone in 

disappointment, loss (7)
20 Upper leg (5)
21 Impudent, brazen (9)
24 Fictitious name (9)
26 Rugged (6)
27 High-pitched and piercing 

(6)
31 Characteristic (5) 
32 Royal daughter (8)
34 In an exhaustive manner

(10)
38 Firmly loyal (7) 
39 Horse barn (6)
40 Restless (6) 
41 Cipher (4)
42 Takes receipt of (7) 
45 Philanthropic (10)

50 Came to rest (7)
54 Walking track (4)
55 Change genetically (6)
56 Ban (6) 
57 Firm determination (7) 
60 Without caution or

prudence (10)
61 Direct carefully and safely 

(8)
62 Receded (5) 
65 Technical talk (6)
66 Off course (6) 
67 Downtrodden, subjugated

(9)
72 Filtering (9)
73 Evil spirit (5) 
74 Gain ground (7)
79 See you later (2,6) 
80 Keyboard instrument 

(11)
81 Sailing vessel (5)
82 Not intoxicated (5)
83 Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6)
84 Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
2 Police line (6) 
3 Component parts (5)
5 Let fall (4)
6 Badly behaved (7)
7 Cold era (3,3)
8 Pretends (4)
9 Full of twists and turns (8)

10 Radio crackle (6)
11 During (10)
12 Hops kiln (4)
13 Melodic (7)
17 Sky fluff (5) 
18 Bad luck! (4,6)
22 Grieve for (5)
23 One habitually active 

during late hours (5,3)
25 Confiscation (7)
26 Believe to be guilty (7)
28 Reviewer (6)
29 One belonging to a club 

or society (6)
30 Emergency (6)
33 V-shaped cut (5)
35 Give in (5)
36 North Briton (4)

37 Lacking sensation (4)
42 Meat jelly (5)
43 Food providers at social 

event (8)
44 Crush flat (6)
45 Lullaby (10)
46 Highest point (4)
47 Early childhood (7) 
48 Get here (6)
49 Telling fibs (5) 
51 Looked at (4) 
52 Bother (7)
53 Begrudged (6)
58 Nearly finished (6,4)
59 Rear part of boat (5)
63 Sot (8)
64 Stage whisper (5)
65 Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68 Seer (7)
69 Yacht harbour (6) 
70 Die (6)
71 Rolled document (6)
75 Narrow passageway (5)
76 Larva (4) 
77 Musical work (4)
78 Accurate (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16
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19 20 21

22 23
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28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35
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38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Appal, 4  As old as the hills, 14  Roads, 15  Staid, 16  Trespasser, 17  Tinge, 19  Emu, 20  
Piquant, 21  Kilometre, 22  Refund, 25  Espionage, 27  Temper, 28  Medley, 33  Irreverent, 35  Inn, 
36  Gauged, 37  Prod, 39  Goo, 41  Dewdrop, 42  Sneeze, 43  Turbulent, 44  Lanes, 45  Neurosis, 50  
No, 51  Asbestos, 55  Unite, 58  Reception, 59  Gambol, 60  Loyalty, 61  Spa, 63  Yank, 64  Oldest, 65  
Tun, 66  Assembling, 68  Flying, 69  Agates, 71  Departure, 76  Arrant, 77  Orchestra, 79  Scratch, 81  
Eel, 84  Spilt, 85  Absorption, 86  Alias, 87  Gloss, 88  Davy Jones’ locker, 89  Cycle. 

DOWN: 2  Putrid, 3  Adieu, 5  Sore, 6  Lasting, 7  Amazon, 8  Taste, 9  Eardrum, 10  Into, 11  Landed, 
12  Jaded, 13  Estuary, 14  Reduced, 18  Indigenous, 23  Anger, 24  Deducts, 26  Slender, 27  Tangelo, 
29  Largest, 30  Breeze, 31  Libel, 32  Learns, 34  Tune, 36  Going, 38  Dates, 40  Sure, 45  Nervy, 
46  Uncanny, 47  Oops, 48  Icicle, 49  First, 50  Negates, 52  Broomstick, 53  Smaller, 54  Outing, 
55  Undergo, 56  Amend, 57  Rota, 62  Essay, 67  Undress, 68  Foreign, 70  Tornado, 72  Erratic, 73  
Angina, 74  Astral, 75  Scrawl, 76  Allot, 78  Haste, 80  Alloy, 82  Stay, 83  Robe.

35

ACROSS
1  Perhaps (5)
4  Capable of making 
mistakes (8)
9  Informal get-together 
(6)
14  Small arm of the 
sea (5)
15  Very uninteresting, 
dreary, boring (4,2,10) 
17  Hungarian 
composer (5)
18  Tune (3)
19  Cautious (7)
20  Saying “no” to (9)
21  Dreaded (6)
24  Municipal regulation 
(9)
25  Intrusive (6)
26  U-shaped nail (6)
29  Giant’s diet (anag)
(10)
31  Tankard (3)
32  Hard hat (6)
33  Charges (4)
35  Mined mineral (3)
37  Trendy (4)
39  Made cheerful, 
spirited (9)
40  Site (9)
41  Assists in 
wrongdoing (5)
42  Do deeply (anag)(8)
47  Fluctuated back and 
forth (8)
51  Short, flat-headed 
nail (5)
55  Scent shop (9)
56  Rock slide (9)
58  Block up (4)

59  Drunkard (3)
60  Food shop (4)
61  Standing posture (6)
62  Small child (3)
63  Body of persons 
entitled to vote (10)
66  Dinner jacket (6)
67  Slowly (mus)(6)
69  Formal party after a 
wedding (9)
72  Ebbs (6)
73  Tourist (9)
75  Mosque tower (7)
77  Male offspring (3)
80  Language (colloq)(5)
81  Quick-witted; very 
perceptive (2,5,2,1,6)
82  Student’s 
composition (5)
83  On land (6)
84  Imaginary place 
abounding in gold (8)
85  Workers (5)
DOWN
2  Excessive admiration 
(9)
3  Swelling (5)
5  Opera solo (4)
6  Stand for holding a
book (7)
7  Confusion (12)
8  Consumed (5)
9  Rebounds readily (7)
10  Young male horse 
(4)
11  Gangways between 
seats (6)
12  Implore (5)
13  Make jump (7)
14  Repeat (7)

16  Devious tactics (11)
22  Put in drop by drop 
(6)
23  Eternal (7)
24  Of the eye (7)
25  Eastern temple (6)
27  Advance showing (7)
28  Shelled insect (6)
30  Plummet (4)
32  Girl’s name (5)
34  Church council (5)
36  Prohibits (4)
38  Garden tool (3)
42  Fooled (5)
43  Baffle (7)
44  Responsibility (4)
45  Builds (6)
46  Baggy (5)
48  Power line worker 
(11)
49  Pain-killing drug (7)
50  Big bird (3)
51  Deadly poison (7)
52  Skin decoration (6)
53  Pacific site of giant 
stone statues (6,6)
54  Partner (4)
57  Goes stealthily (6)
64  Burrowed (9)
65  In a perfect world (7)
66  Kitchen appliance (7)
68  Make faces (7)
70  Spreading plant (7)
71  Court game (6)
72  Nonspecific sense 
of anxiety (5)
74  Undue speed (5)
76  Amphitheatre (5)
78  Extinct bird (4)
79  Hand-me-down (4)

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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 JUMBO CROSSWORD                 35
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SEPTEMBER GARDENING AT
Landscape 
Supplies 

- Mulches - Barks 
- compost 
- screened topsoil 
- riverstones 
-decorative pebbles 
- aggregates 
- sands - sleepers 
- ponga logs

382 Ngati Maru Highway 

Totara, Thames   

OPEN 7 DAYS 
8.30am to 5pm 

 Ph  868 7960   

Open for 
contactless 
orders and 
payment 

under 
Alert Level 3.

Please email or 
phone your 

order through to 
aeroviewgc@xtra.co.nz 

Ph 07 8687960

Pea Straw 
in stock 

$25.00 each 
or 

2 for $40 
Great  to suppress 

the weeds and 
hold moisture in 
over spring and 

summer

New 
season 
stock 
has 

arrived 
- Fruit trees 

- Citrus 

- Roses 

- Deciduous trees

The weather can still be 
changeable but the soil 

should be starting to warm up. 
It’s a good time to get out into  
the garden and get your vegeta-
ble and flower garden organised.
VEGETABLES
Complete the vegetable garden 
preparation by digging in plenty 
of compost, manure and blood 
and bone. Sow your favourite 
vege seeds including carrots, 
beetroot, silverbeet and peas di-
rectly into your garden. Trans-
plant any summer seedlings 
out that you have propagated 
like lettuces, cabbage, onions, 
silverbeet and spinach. Cover 
with cloches to give a good start. 
Protect all seedlings with slug 
bait. Once the risk of frosts has 
passed, you can start planting 
your potatoes which you have 

previously chitted. Asparagus in 
established beds – spears should 
start to appear about the middle 
of the month. Allow spears to 
make approx 150mm growth be-
fore cutting. Harvest while bud is 
still tight. Broad Beans – flowers 
begin to show on early sowings 
and the growth rate becomes 
rapid as the weather warms, now 
is the time to provide some sup-
port. Peas – create supports for 
earlier sowings and make further 
sowings of main season varieties. 
Refresh your herb garden with 
new plants and sow more seeds 
for summer harvest.
FLOWERS
Sow your favourite seeds of alys-
sum, aster, cornflower, Cali-
fornia poppy, cosmos, carna-
tion, dahlia, impatiens, lobelia, 
marigolds, petunia, phlox, salvia 

and zinnia. Sow seedlings of ca-
lendula,  chrysanthemum, del-
phinium, hollyhock, marigold, 
polyanthus and primula just to 
name a few. Soft tip cuttings can 
be taken from many herbaceous 
perennials. Cyclamen: once fin-
ished flowering, grown in con-
tainers can be transplanted out-
doors in a sheltered corner. 

Whatever you plant, ensure that 
you keep them watered, fed and 
protected from the slugs and 
snails. Aphids are your roses’ 
main pest. Look for them on 
new leaf growth and flower buds. 
If unchecked, you run the risk 
of nutrient depletion and de-
formed leaves and buds. Enrich 
the soil with blood and bone and 
seaweed. Add mulch keeping it 
away from the stem. Feed roses 
weekly.
FRUIT
Feed berry vines, citrus and fruit 
trees with citrus fertiliser.
All trees benefit from a dress-
ing of fertiliser and a good layer 
of mulch. Prune passionfruit 
vines and feijoas to encourage 
new growth and more fruit. Ap-
ples, pears, peaches, nectarines, 
plums, apricots and cherries will 

benefit from an application of 
copper sprays prior to bud burst 
and again after flowering will 
help to cover any diseases that 
are on the tree. Apply fortnightly 
applications of a foliar fertiliser 
to strawberries to stimulate stur-
dy growth. Continue to plant out 
strawberry plants as well as blue-
berries and rhubarb.
LAWNS
Set mower higher and cut 
the grass at regular intervals. 
Broad leaf weeds and prickle 
weed (Onehunga weed) can be 
sprayed this month. Now is the 
perfect time to sow a new lawn 
or fix those bare patches. 
COMPOST HEAP
Turning compost heaps produc-
es the best results. 
Stay safe and enjoy your garden.

- Ngatea Garden Circle

Get out into your garden as soils start to warm for spring

Now’s the time to sow cosmos seeds.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Phone 07 867 5547 
or 027 323 7616

wiggins.service@xtra.co.nz

Professional Professional 
Air ConditioningAir Conditioning

Heat Pump  Heat Pump  
InstallationInstallation

Preferred Panasonic installerPreferred Panasonic installer

New Home Builds WelcomeNew Home Builds Welcome
Top Quality WorkTop Quality Work

HOME VENTILATION

www.tabs.net.nz

IT

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

Need help with legal 

& court proceeding?

Contact Susanna for a quote 

Susanna Kruger
Ph: 027 538 9789 

E: susannakruger20@gmail.com

• Divorce      • Probate
• Business    • Dispute

LEGAL & BUSINESS CONSULTANT

Contact 
Richard Ba� son 

027 666 3606
“For All Your 

Plumbing Needs”

Servicing Thames & Surrounding Areas
 PLUMBER

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

CLASSIFIEDS
Help Wanted

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Mowing, hedges, fencing, 
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, weld-
ing, waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will not 
attempt work outside of 
my skills. Insured. Dennis 
Schuler 022 129 0169

Handyman

Last month’s winner of  
Thames Autos car valet worth 
$150  was Charlie Beach who 
found Pete in the August 18 

edition in the Valley Education 
advert. Go to page 

2 for details on how 
to enter.

REQUIRED, a kind person to sleep over in Ngatea, 
to be available for elderly gentleman recovering 

from a medical event. Hours 8pm - 8am. 
Nightly rate payable. 

For further information contact Trisha - 021 891 669, 
yossi.trish@gmail.com

THS students plant 
fl ood-prone Waiotahi
Waiotahi Rd residents returning 

home were surprised by the ap-
pearance of more than 85 native plants 
that appeared in a small area of the 
fl ood-prone edge of the lower Waiotahi 
Stream in Thames recently.

A group of Year 12 Horticulture stu-
dents from Thames High School plant-
ed the natives under the watchful eye of 
Steve Yule, of Recreation Services, who 
looked after site traffi  c management, 
with help from Thames-Coromandel 
District Council parks and facilities 
offi  cer Jane Wright and Waikato Re-
gional Council catchment management 
offi  cer Amy Tsao.

The students planted kahikatea, in-
cluding two donated by a local resident, 
plus totara, manuka, titoki, makomako, 
oioi, purei and karamu donated by the 
regional council in order to stabilise the 
banks and enhance the ecology of the 
stream.

Thames High teacher Ewan Grant-
Mackie said the planting was a “win-
win for everyone”.

“The immediate environment ben-
efi ts from having the native plants 
around are to attract wildlife, stabilise 
and cleanse the stream, the residents 
no longer have to look at an unsightly 
weedy area of land, and the students 
benefi t by gaining credits from this 
task,” he said.

He was also proud of the students’ 
willingness to complete the work under 
damp and drizzly conditions, he said. 

While the primary purpose of the ac-
tivity was to plant the plants, there was 
also the opportunity for the students to 
learn about the native species and how 
stream ecology can be encouraged, he 
said.

Jane Wright and Amy Tsao proved 
to be knowledgeable and prepared to 
lead by example, as well as opening 
students’ eyes to potential career path-
ways. 

Jane Wright was also very compli-
mentary of the students and their work. 

“The planting went really well, and 
the plants are looking great,” she said.

Thames High School students and staff  plant na� ve trees.            Photo: SUPPLIED

Quality 
kitchenware and 

gi� s for all seasons.
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement
Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 

of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  
Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 

o� er stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 

Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, 
loving the choice...

A lifestyle village in 
Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view 

by appointment
Come and experience 

the diff erence!

82 Richmond St, Thames              0800 868 5484                 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames              0800 868 5484                 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

ESSENTIAL SERVICE AVAILABLE
covering the Coromandel and the Plains

Cam Frater
Mobile: 0274 765 709

• Kayla Fashions 
• Don Snowdon Menswear
• Lynne’s Gi�  Shop
• Melbourne Cafe
• Aeroview Garden Centre
• Peninsula Prime Meats
• Bin Inn
• Baxter’s Furniture
• Richardson Real Estate
• Mainly Casual
• � ames Workingmens  
   Club
• � ames 100% Store
• GBD
• Coco Cafe
• Mitre 10
• OPSM
• Bay Audiology
• Paper Power
• Jolly Bikes

• TCA Fitness
• � ames Lions
• ANZ Bank
• Forsyth Barr
• Courtyard Cafe
• Carson’s Bookshop
• Brokenshire & Ross
• Placemakers
• � ames Dental Centre
• Westpac - Hamilton
• Paterson Burn Opticians
• Pak n Save
• Mobil Service Station
• Harvey Meats
• Gold� elds Mall
• Corner Store Cafe
• Style Shop
• Farmlands (Ngatea)
• Ebony Dress Shop
• Ngatea Pharmacy

• Willow Gi�  Shop 
   - Ngatea
• Essence Beauty - Ngatea
• Laser Electrical
• Flowers on Pollen
• Matatoki Cheeses
• Ngatea Meats
• Hammer Hardware 
   - Ngatea
• Hauraki Vets
• Carswell Construction
• G. Cook
• JKs World of Golf 
   - Manukau
• CFM
• Snipz Hair Salon

Thames Community Cancer Support Group would like to send a  HUGE 
thanks to the following sponsors of the charity Golf Tournament:

Mineral water found in Puriri

As part of a Valley Profile 
series, MEGHAN HAWKES 

searches through old 
newspapers to bring you 
the stories Thames Valley 

locals once read about 
themselves.

1868
A curious mineral water 

discovered at Puri-
ri was analysed, and from 
its nauseous effect on the 
palate and action on the 
bowels it was dismissed 
as nothing more than a 
laxative. Mining at Pu-
riri though, showed more 
promise. 

A foundation for a twelve 
stamper battery and a wa-
terwheel were in place and 
it would not be long before 
Puriri night owls were dis-
turbed by the click-clack 
of iron stampers spinning 
round doing their fifty-five 
per minute.

A man named William 
Pennell left Thames in 
an open boat to cross to 
the Miranda Redoubt. 
When about six miles out 
a wave struck the boat 
and before she could re-
cover was overtaken by a 
second one, which filled 
and sank her. She had on 
board flour, salt and other 
assorted goods.

Thames in 1867.                                  Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -
Proudly locally owned and operated for over 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, Coromandel
Ph: 07 868 7056 • www.snowdensmenwear.co.nz

Come check out 

our New Season stock

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fi ttings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

The boat and cargo 
were lost but the man was 
picked up by a passing 
fishing boat and landed 
safely at Grahamstown.

The township of Hast-
ings (Tapu) boasted six 
public houses, six share 
brokers’ offices and one 
butcher. About 2000 
diggers were scattered 
around this part of the 
country, and every gully 
and spur was taken up by 
miners. From a distance, 
the numerous drives made 
into nearly perpendicular 
cliffs looked like pigeon-
holes and the rugged rang-
es were dotted with small 
white tents. 

If one followed the gorge 
for miles, climbed over 
waterfalls and scrambled 
up various spurs where a 
goat could scarcely find 
footing, there was the dig-
ger, his tent and axe. 

Thames, the “Land of 
Gold” was denounced by a 
scornful visitor. There was 
lots of mud, plenty of rain, 
heaps of loafers and hard 
up people, but very little 
gold. 

He pronounced the place 

a gigantic swindle. Gold 
was there but to get it out 
you needed gold in your 
pockets; it was useless a 
man going to Thames, 
unless he was prepared 
to keep himself in tools, 
clothes and provisions for 
twelve months at least. 
Many of the claims were 
four or five miles back in 
the ranges; the men had to 
hump their provisions up, 
and their quartz down, as 
the hills were too steep to 
get up with a horse.

The whole yield of gold 
for twelve months past 
did not average more than 
three ounces per man. 

The only way to work 
it profitably was by form-
ing large companies with 
plenty of money. There 
were thousands of people 
who would gladly leave 
and there was talk of the 
government chartering a 
vessel to take them away, 
but the worst of it was that 
every vessel that arrived 
brought more and more 
men. 

How the deuce they were 
going to live the vexed visi-
tor did not know.
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Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 
Tel 07 8687892 Mob: 027 314 1577 

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
www.valleyeducation.co.nz 

Sick of waiting for hubby to mend the fence?
Still waiting for the chainsaw to be fi xed?  
Keen to do a bit of chainsaw sculpting?

Our Te Mahi Whenua 15 week course is a Level 3 programme 
designed to get people back to the land, giving you confi dence 

with all kinds of machinery - chainsaws, quad bikes, 
two wheelers, fencing (wire and post and rails).
Te Mahi Whenua is what it says: less time in the 

classroom, more time on the land 
with hands-on real world learning.

The programme encompasses health and 
well-being and incorporates this into working on 

the land. You will fi ll your kete 
with new skills and upgrade old ones.

If you want to be part of a great team whose focus is working the 
land, not the classroom, call us and keep fi lling your kete with 

new skills, even if you are working part-time.

Read Play Give 

600 Pollen St, ames
07 868 6301
www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

“I'll read my books 
and I'll drink coffee 
and I'll listen to 
music, and I'll bolt 
the door.”
J.D. Salinger

Top team all set for Special Olympics
Six athletes from the Sup-

ported Life Style Hauraki 
Trust are looking forward to 
representing the district when 
they participate at the Special 
Olympics at the end of the year. 

Special Olympics Thames 
Valley have 14 athletes at-
tending the National Sum-
mer Games in Hamilton from 
December 8-12, competing in 
four sports: athletics, bocce, 
indoor bowls, and swimming. 

Six of the athletes are from 
the trust, and they include 
Carla Van Deventer (swim-
ming), Henry Munro and Si-
mon Ashby (bocce), Jonathan 
Read (athletics), and Kim For-
rest (indoor bowls). 

Bocce coach Murray Thom-
as said the athletes have been 
training weekly, depending on 
the sport and the season, in the 
build-up to the event. 

“We’ll start bocce in the 
spring, Carla has been continu-
ing her training in the gym and 
the pool, and Jono has been 
training in the gym over win-
ter and he’ll be training on the 
track soon.”

In August, Special Olympics 
Thames Valley also hosted a 
Tier One (one-day) regional 
event in Ngatea, with teams 
from Counties Manukau, Ro-
torua, North Harbour, Tau-
ranga, and Howick-Pakuranga 
attending.

These events were useful in 
seeing how the athletes per-

By KELLEY TANTAU

Henry Munro, left, Carla Van Deventer, Simon Ashby, Jonathan Read, Kim Forrest, and coach Murray Thomas.                        Photo: KELLEY TANTAU 

formed in a games environ-
ment, Murray said. 

There were four main levels 
of events within the Special 
Olympics: local, regional, na-
tional and international.

“To qualify for the nationals, 
they have to complete 10 hours 
weekly training in the 10 weeks 
leading up to an event, and 
then they complete the Tier 
One, then Tier Two, which is 
a two-day event, and if every-

body is comfortable with that, 
they qualify to do the nationals, 
which is a four-day event this 
year,” Murray said.

Held every four years, the Na-
tional Summer Games is Spe-
cial Olympics New Zealand’s 
largest national event and one 
of the country’s largest multi-
sport events.

More than 1300 athletes, 450 
coaches and up to 600 volun-
teers from all across New Zea-

land will compete in four days 
of competition in 10 sports 
across eight Hamilton venues.

Special Olympics Thames 
Valley will be sending a coach-
ing staff of six to the games to 
join the athletes, who come 
from all over the district and 
are aged from 21 to 65.

For many of the athletes, 
it will be their third summer 
games, Murray said.

And they all agreed that mak-

ing new friends and meeting 
new people was the highlight 
of the event. Each athlete pays 
$500 to compete at the sum-
mer games, with Special Olym-
pics Thames Valley relying on 
the support of its volunteers 
and fundraising efforts to make 
the event a reality.

To find out how to donate, 
or to keep up with the athletes, 
find Special Olympics Thames 
Valley on Facebook.
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