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612 Pollen Street 

Thames

07 868 7388

Lge Rolled Chickens

3 Flavours

$17.99 

$13.99 each

Lge variety of 

Sausages 

Made In-Store!!

(mussel, chilli beef, 

marmite & cheese + more)
We use Biodegradeable Trays

PHONE 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)
EMAIL sales@smartbins.co.nz
ONLINE www.smartbins.co.nz

WE ARE LOCAL – proudly 100% Kiwi owned & operated

Need a rubbish bin?

With a range

of size options 

– we’ve got you 

covered!

of size options 

– we’ve got you 

Images not 
to scale.

Ngatea takes part in national Howl of a Protest event - Rural Life, P8-9
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SO CLOSE!

There were only two points in it at the final 
whistle as Thames and Mercury Bay senior A 

teams battled it out in the mud for the McClinchy 
Cup on Saturday, turn to P14-15 for full coverage

  
  Thames player Justin Vaimalu pushes through the 

Bay’s defence. Photo: TERESA RAMSEY
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

SEE MORE AT  
www.readbros.co.nz 

308 Pollen St, Thames  
07 868 6608

COME & SEE US for all your 
kitchen and cooking needs.

Enamelware – Cast Iron – Storage – 
Wooden utensils – Specialty Cleaning 

Products – Beeswax Candles

Kitchenware that lasts a lifetime  
and just like the recipes,  

can be enjoyed by many generations

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 20
Whangamata - 0 07 -0 08
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 13

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 

in The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/
txt 027 396 2459 with your full 
name, the business name and page 
number of the ad by the following 
Monday to go in the draw to WIN 
a car valet from Thames Autos 
worth $150! The prize is drawn at 
the end of each month.

PO Box 550, Thames 3540
www.valleyprofile.co.nz

100% LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
Email: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

Email: kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
ADVERTISING

Ad manager Nikki Sanders 
Ph 022 1303 885

Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 
MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN

Ph 027 396 2459
Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

Hauraki libraries 
to get new tech
New technology will prevent 

books from going walka-
bout from district libraries 
around the Hauraki. 

This week, library users may 
be able to spot the $32,000 
Radio Frequency Identifica-
tion Implementation (RFID) 
system in Paeroa, Ngatea, and 
Waihi. It was approved by Hau-
raki District Council in October 
last year, and funded through 
existing budgets. 

Library services team leader 
Melanie Brebner told The Pro-
file her team was excited by the 
opportunities the new system 
will provide. 

“Besides being a best prac-
tice solution for stock manage-
ment, what it really does is free 
up staff from administrative 
duties and allows them to fo-
cus on new services and pro-
grammes, to match our vision 
of our libraries being a commu-
nity hub.” 

In Melanie’s report to council 
staff back in October, she said 
missing books were only iden-
tified when a stock take was 
conducted, or when customers 
looked for a book that wasn’t 
there. However, stock taking 
using the current barcode tech-
nology was time-consuming, 
with each item needing to be 
pulled from the shelf to scan, so 
were not conducted frequently. 

“Sometimes the book or item 
is genuinely lost after leaving 

the library, and sometimes it 
was because it was not where 
we expected it to be on the 
shelves,” she said.

“With RFID, a scanning 
wand is passed in front of the 
shelves. Any items that are out 
of place are immediately iden-
tified, along with any items that 
are not on the shelf when and 
where they should be.”

The improved stock manage-
ment system would also reduce 
the costs incurred with replac-
ing lost items, she said.

The technology was sched-
uled to be installed in Paeroa 
on Tuesday; Waihi on Wednes-
day; and Ngatea on Thursday. 

A self-service kiosk at each 
of the libraries will also enable 
people who choose to use them 
to issue and return their own 
books and magazines. The self-
service kiosks can take Eftpos 
and cash payments. 

“We have a lot of new equip-
ment as a result of funding 
from the New Zealand Librar-
ies’ Partnership Programme, 
part of the Government’s Cov-
id-19 recovery response, such 
as lots of new Lego, 3D print-
ers and sewing machines, TV 
screens, and consoles for video 
games,” Melanie said.

“The time we gain from im-
proved processes thanks to the 
installation of RFID will en-
able us to deliver programmes 
and activities based around our 
new equipment. We can’t wait 
to get started.” 

By KELLEY TANTAU

Solstice
Dimly lit, a spider’s lair -
Our woodshed, storing in dry air,
Wood split with axe and careful eye.
Winter warmth, and Solstice nigh.

Boistery, blusterous winds by night.
That morning coffee, it all comes right.
Beanie, woollies along Pollen Street,
Partly shopping, but folks to greet.

Though ‘tis the winter of our discontent,
Oldies, chuckle, wrinkled, bent.
One stooped on stick, looks up, “No fear -
Old age ain’t for sissies, but I’m still here!”

Preoccupied - where’ve I parked my car.”
Walk, look nonchalant, it can’t be far.
Cold, dark mornings, bare feet on path.
Warm evenings, cat and I before the hearth.
- David Legge

The Valley Profile is a community 
newspaper that delivers 100% 

local news in the Thames Valley 
region. We deliver 12,500 copies 

each Wednesday to every 
letterbox, reaching approximately 
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast 

and surrounding rural areas, 
plus bulk distribution around the 

Coromandel Peninsula.

Thank you David Legge for shar-
ing your prose (above), it sums 
up nicely that wintery feeling 
we all have at the moment. We 
welcome contributions from our 
readers, so please keep them 
coming in - poems, letters to the 
editor, photos, news tips and 
more. A bit of wintery weather 
didn’t put off hundreds of rugby 
fans on Saturday for the Thames 
Valley senior club finals. Turn to 
pages 14-15 for our coverage of 
the event. For more rugby news, 
turn to page 20 to read about 
Thames player Richard Judd, who 
recently returned to New Zealand 
from his success in Japan. He’s 
recently headed to Wellington, 

where he’s signed with the Hur-
ricanes for two years.
Sometimes, life really does give 
you lemons, as happened to Kita 
Bell, whose parked car was writ-
ten off after being hit by a drunk 
driver. This was her only trans-
port to get her son Loki to Gold-
fields School in Paeroa. In typical 
fashion of our great community, 
nearly half the funds have al-
ready been raised to replace the 
car and ensure Kita can get Loki 
to school for the next couple of 
years. Turn to page 3 for details 
about how you can help. Mean-
while, stay warm on these fresh 
winter days and, if inspiration 
should hit to put pen to paper, 
please get in touch!

- Teresa Ramsey

FROM THE EDITOR
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205 Sealey St, Thames
PH 07 868 6128

FURNITURE & BEDS R US

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fi ttings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

Back in stock - 
Sherpa Throws/Blankets 

• Cushions        • Jewellery       • Wall Art     
• Handbags & Accessories    

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

Possum Merino Gloves 
Hats & Scarves
Alpaca Scarves

Reading SocksReading Socks    

Plea for help to get Loki back to school

Kita and Loki Bell were sit-
ting in the lounge of their 

Thames home when they 
heard the “smack and bang” 
of a drunk driver crashing into 
their parked car. 

Fortunately, no one was in-
jured, but the accident left both 
cars undriveable, meaning sin-
gle mum Kita was no longer 
able to get Loki to Goldfields 
School in Paeroa. 

“It is his favour-
ite place. He’s very 
happy there,” Kita 
told The Profile. 

Her son Loki, 16, 
has learning diffi-
culties and has at-
tended Goldfields 
for 10 years. The school was 
now rallying to get Kita a new 
car and therefore, get Loki 
back to school. They’ve opened 
a Givealittle page, which has 
seen more than $2100 donat-
ed so far toward their goal of 
$4,500. 

“We want to make sure we 
raise enough [money] so that 
there is a registration, warrant 
of fitness, and insurance for 
a year,” senior school deputy 
principal Jillian Carberry said. 

“The ideal goal would be to 
have enough money to have it 
insured for the rest of Loki’s 

time at school, so he doesn’t 
have to go through this again.” 

Loki attends Goldfields three 
days a week, and Kita said he 
had learned so much and had 
formed valuable connections 
during his time there. 

“He’s learned how to cook, 
and how to shave - everything. 
All because of Jillian and Matua 
Cam [McKenzie] at Goldfields,” 
she said. “But routine is para-

mount for Loki.” 
Not having a car 

also meant the pair 
were unable to trav-
el freely to pick up 
groceries, go to the 
library, or just get 
out of the house. 

“It’s not a huge amount of 
money, so it shows that [Kita] 
is not in it to make a million 
bucks,” Goldfields principal 
Cameron McKenzie said. 

“She’s just in it to get a safe 
car for her son.” 

“I’m not looking for a Por-
sche or anything,” Kita added. 

Both Jillian and Cameron 
said they missed Loki’s pres-
ence at the school.

“Loki comes into my office 
every now and then, throws 
his arms around my back, says: 
‘lovely lady,’ and then leaves 
again,” Jillian said. 

A Thames student has been stuck at home for 
a month after a car crash took away his only 
transportation to Goldfields School in Paeroa. 
KELLEY TANTAU reports

Goldfields Special School in Paeroa is asking for donations to get one of their students, Loki Bell, back to 
school.                  Photo: SUPPLIED

“I think the thing we prob-
ably miss the most is the hu-
mour that we get from Loki, 
because Loki says what all of us 

are thinking. There are many 
times where there has been a 
lot of laughter ‘cos Loki has 
come out with a gem.”

TO DONATE: email Goldfields 
School: office@gfs.school.nz, 
or visit: givealittle.co.nz/cause/
help-me-get-back-to-school

“It is his 
favourite place. 
He’s very happy 

there.”
- Kita Bell
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Applications open until Saturday 31 July 2021

haurakicoromandelbusiness awards.co.nz

COROMANDELCOROMANDELCOROMANDELCOROMANDELCOROMANDELOUR
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council 21 July, 2021

TC
DC

/2
23
6

www.coromandel.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames, Phone: 07 868 0200www.facebook.com/
ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

Focus on infrastructure underlies Long Term Plan
Building and maintaining essential infrastructure, 
meeting legislative requirements and keeping up 
our current levels of service is the foundation of our 
2021-2031 Long Term Plan, which was adopted by 
Council recently.
The average rates increase across the district for this 
� nancial year (1 July 2021 – 30 June 2022) is set at 8.8 per 
cent. District-wide, over the 10 years of the LTP, there will 
be an average rates rise of 5.1 per cent, or $195 per year.

"That's about $4 a week more to pay for a huge range 
of projects and services right across what our Council 
delivers," says our Mayor Sandra Goudie.

“Thanks to the strong engagement in this LTP, we’ve 
laid a solid foundation to address challenges such as 
the increasing costs of handling rubbish and recycling, 
keeping communities supplied with drinking water, 
planning for sustainable growth and addressing climate 
change,” Mayor Sandra says.

The next decade will see our Council invest $455 million 
in capital projects plus more than $1 billion to fund day-
to-day operations such as:

•  Handling rubbish and recycling

•  Providing clean drinking water

•  Treating wastewater

•  Maintaining roads, bridges and footpaths

•  Maintaining parks and reserves and sports facilities

Notable projects for the Thames area:
• Totara Valley Road, Thames, services extension to 

allow more housing: $6.5 million over 2021-23

• Pollen Street, Thames infrastructure upgrade: $16.4 
million over 2023-25

• Thames sub-regional pool: $14 million over 2025-27

•  Thames sports precinct (at future pool site): $7.6 
million over 2026-28

•  Thames South water treatment plant – Puriri: $13.4 
million over 2023-25

For more information on the Long Term Plan, visit
tcdc.govt.nz/longtermplan2021

Job opportunities 
in the Thames area
NZ Meat Processors has expanded its operations 
and is looking for more sta£  for their new Totara 
site, where they make both freeze dried and frozen
pet food. Contact Anna at anna@nzmpl.co.nz
for more information.

Ko-pu-  Engineering has openings for tradespeople 
quali� ed in fabricating 
and engineering. 
Get in touch with 
Vaughan Austin if 
you’re quali� ed 
and interested: 
vaughan@kopu.co.nz

Ko-pu-  Engineering 
is also taking on 
apprentices through 
the government’s 
Apprenticeship Boost 
Programme.

You can � nd out more 
about the programme 
on the Work and 
Income website workandincome.govt.nz

RED-gistered
yet?

Dog registrations are due 
by 31 July

tcdc.govt.nz/dogs

00
22

tcdc.govt.nz/cbgrants

1 July
to 31 July

2021

A word from the Board Chairperson, 
Strat Peters
“Our Long Term Plan is now � nalised 
and there are some exciting projects that 
have been in the planning stages that 
are now being funded and can go ahead. 
Particularly exciting is the sub-regional aquatic facility 
to replace Thames Centennial Pool, the sports precinct 
to go in at the same site as the new pool, south of the 
air� eld, an upgrade to the infrastructure such as water 
and wastewater pipes below Pollen Street, and much 
more.” strat.peters@council.tcdc.govt.nz

Brown Street toilets are open – The upgraded toilet 
block at Brown Street, by the Thames Small Gauge 
Railway and opposite the School of Mines, is now 
o®  cially open. There are four unisex toilets, a men’s 
toilet with two urinals, a unisex space, a baby-
changing area and a mobility accessible toilet. The 
facility was built o£ site by Permacrete, craned into 
position, and is designed in a heritage look to blend 
into the surrounding historic area. It’s $370,000 cost 
was 50 per cent funded by the government’s Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund.

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE

Thames Community Board’s next meeting is on 
11 August, 9am, at the Council Chambers, 515 Mackay 
St. Agendas are published two working days before 
meetings on tcdc.govt.nz/meetings

This year entries are open until Wednesday 
4 August 2021. knzb.org.nz

CELEBRATING
ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE

Operators wanted for 
information centres
We're calling for Expressions of Interest in running 
the information centres in Whangamata-, Thames 
and Whitianga.

The contract will run from 1 October this year until 
30 June 2024, with our Council providing a set amount 
of funding through a Service Level Agreement.

Expressions of Interest close 5pm, Friday 27 August 
2021. If you want to chat to us about options or have 
some other ideas of how to o£ er the service, please 
contact Kirstin Richmond 07 868 0200, or email 
kirstin.richmond@tcdc.govt.nz
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YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

PROFESSIONAL , HONEST AND RELIABLE HOME KILL

PROCESSING AVAILABLE

CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING

Homemade Old Fashioned 
Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site

Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

444 Pollen Street Thames 
Ph: 0223809735  email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com  

website: burtoncatering.co.nz    facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

New manager to put shine back in Goldfields

The best may be yet to come 
for a mall in Thames that 

has seen better days.
John Freer became the new 

manager of Goldfields Shop-
ping Centre in September last 
year, on the back of the Cov-
id-19 lockdown. 

Since then, he’s set out to 
prove the mall “means busi-
ness”, in the hopes to see it 
become a mecca for shopping 
and entertainment once more. 

Goldfields opened in Novem-
ber, 1990 and, according to a 
Thames Star article from the 
time, cost $25m and initially 
had room for 40 shops. 

Under the current layout 
there was room for 21 stores, 
Mr Freer said, with 17 of them 
now occupied. 

He hoped to see the centre 
close to capacity by Christmas. 

“I’ve heard lots of negative 
comments about Goldfields, 
and most of them are true, but 
I really believe that we can turn 
Goldfields around, and we’re 
already doing that,” he told 
The Profile.

“I’m getting some positive 
feedback already.” 

Three shops were currently 
being upgraded to house new 
tenants, the car park had been 
repaired with lines repainted, 
and investment had recently 
been made with The Ware-
house, he said.

“People can see that we actu-
ally mean business. The own-
ers are prepared to make this 
work,” Mr Freer said.

“The next major piece of 

By KELLEY TANTAU

Goldfields’ new manager John Freer wants the mall to be ‘New Zealand’s happiest place to shop’.  Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

work will be redoing the front 
of The Warehouse’s Garden 
Centre, and that’s all been ar-
chitecturally designed.” 

Mr Freer said Goldfields, as 
the only shopping mall in the 
Thames Valley, was important 
for not just Thames, but the 
whole region. 

However, there was a lot to 
factor in when it came to trying 
to lease out the shops. 

“When I first came here, I 
thought: ‘What does Thames 
need?’ But then as reality 

kicked in, I knew that while we 
might want some shops, we 
weren’t going to get them all,” 
he said.

“Thames is out on a bit of a 
limb, so for the big retailers to 
come to Thames, it can be a lit-
tle challenging. On the positive 
side, our population reach is 
about the same as Orewa, north 
of Auckland, and that’s around 
65,000 people.

“What it all comes back to,” 
he said, “is us wanting to be 
part of the Thames retail scene, 

and Thames for a long time has 
been trying to find out where it 
sits. We just need something 
that gives us a point of differ-
ence.”

Mr Freer had a plan to make 
the mall “New Zealand’s happi-
est place to shop”, but he asked 
for people’s patience. 

“That’s going to take a lot of 
work, but there’s already been 
some really neat initiatives over 
time… it’s not the sort of busi-
ness where we can do every-
thing overnight.”

Shelving failure 
spooks shoppers

Shelving the length of the Thames 
Noel Leeming store collapsed last 
week sending appliances flying 
and frightening shoppers.

Luckily, no one was hurt in the 
event. A man, who didn’t want 
to be named, told The Profile he 
was sitting at the store’s counter 
around 11am on July 15, when 
“the whole racking just seemed 
to peel away from the north wall  
like surf rolling along a beach”. 

He said the whole incident 
took between 10-12 seconds, and 
made a “thunderous noise”. 

“There were microwaves, 
small appliances, and the likes 
of food processors all along that 
wall. There was just this amazing 
sound of breaking glass and mi-
crowave doors crashing.

“It was quite surreal.”
He said there appeared to be 

“absolutely nothing” securing 
the racking to the wall, and it was 
“only a matter of time” before it 
collapsed. He said the store was 
lucky no one had been injured by 
its falling stock.

A Noel Leeming spokesperson 
said the area was immediately 
cordoned off after the incident 
and assessed for damage and 
health and safety risk.  “The store 
was temporarily closed while the 
area was assessed and the store 
reopened with safety cordons in 
place,” the spokesperson said.

“Stock damaged in the incident 
has been removed from sale.” 

Remedial work was completed 
the same day, along with a com-
prehensive safety inspection on 
all wall mountings in the store, 
she said.

By KELLEY TANTAU
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Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -
Proudly locally owned and operated for over 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, Coromandel
Ph: 07 868 7056 • www.snowdensmenwear.co.nz

Come check out 

our New Season stock

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

WHAT’S ON Email your community event or club or group notice to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz by noon Thursday the week before publication. 
Listings are published at the editor’s discretion and may be edited. Clubs and groups are responsible for keeping listings up to date.

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 23: The Kumeu Vintage Brass 
Band: Free concert, 12:15pm at St 
Georges Church with soup and a 
bun following for $5, cash only.
July 24: Choir Singing Workshop: 
With Jayne Tankersley, 10am-2pm 
at  St George’s Church Hall, $20. Ph 
027 373 9952.
July 28: Thames Continuing Edu-
cation Speaker Series: Auckland 
University of Technology history 
professor Paul Moon, Thames Civ-
ic Centre, 10:30am.
July 30: Songwriters Soiree: Ed-
ward Castelow and O & The Mo at 
the Back Room, Pollen St, 7pm.  
July: I am Not an Algorithm exhi-
bition: by Deb MacDonald Brown 
at GBD until the end of July.
August 6: Moanataiari School 
Quiz Night: Bite Cafe, 6pm. Food 
and drinks available, slient auc-
tion, raffles. Register a team by 
July 30, text: 0210 263 4461.
August 8: Barbershop Men’s 
Chorus, Mighty River Harmony:  
St Georges Church, 2pm. Tick-
ets: cash at the door, adults: $20; 
members: $15; kids: $5.
August 13-15: 150 Years of 
Thames Rugby: Thames Rugby & 
Sports Club, Rhodes Park, catch 
up function, invitational game and 
dinner: www.trsc.co.nz/150years.
August 21: Dog training for kiwi 
avoidance: at the Kauaeranga 
Visitor Centre, Ph 07 867 9080 or 
email kauaerangavc@doc.govt.nz.
August 21: Thames Valley Chess 
Championship: at the Thames 
Civic Centre. Must be level one to 
play. Free entry.
September 12: Trail Trilogy: Run 
or walk 10km to 140km on Hauraki 
Rail trail. More info: www.trailtril-
ogy.com.
October 5: Hotel California The 
Eagles Experience: A live concert 
and stage show, Thames War Me-
morial Civic Centre, 8pm. Tickets: 
eventfinda.co.nz.
October 16: Ngatea Garage Sale: 
Main street, Ngatea, 9am to 2pm.

LOCAL MARKETS
Kaiaua Seaside Market: at The 
Boating Club, Kaiaua, 9-1pm, last 
Sunday of month. Ph 027 489 7850
Karangahake Hall Market: Fourth 
Saturday of the month, 9am-2pm, 
12 Crown Hill Rd. Ph 027 678 2035
Paeroa Car Boot Market: First and 
third Saturdays of the month, 101 
Normanby Rd, weather permit-
ting. Ph 07 862 7833
Thames Market: Every Saturday in 
Grahamstown, 8am to 12pm. 
Turua Market: Third Sunday of the 
Month at Turua Hall, 9am to 1pm. 
Ph 027 696 7644

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
Corinthian Masonic Lodge, 

Thames: Colin, Ph 07 868 8196 or 
021 259 6699
Craft Market: Lynette Mapson, Ph 
027 617 4470
Diabetic Support Group: Thames 
Hauraki, Barry Young Ph 07 868 
6353
Goldfields Women’s Institute: Ph 
07 868 8984 
Hauraki Bowling Club Mangata-
rata: Pene Koch, Ph 07 867 3380
Hauraki Cardiac Support Club 
Thames: Ph 07 868 6148
Hauraki Country Music Club: Tina 
Haakma, Ph 07 868 3443
Hauraki Golf Club: Len Cameron, 
Ph 07 867 7660
Hauraki Plains Co-operating Par-
ish: Jane, Ph 027 471 4654   
Hauraki Plains Diabetic Support 
Club: Ryan Corr, Ph 07 868 8551
Hauraki Plains Rural Show: Sonia, 
Ph 027 431 5825
Hauraki Plains St John: Call or pop 
into the Op Shop, Ph 07 867 8073
Hauraki Plains Youth Cricket: Anna 
Dodunski, Ph 027 466 4126
Hauraki RSA Memorial Club: Ph 
07 867 7898 (evg) or 07 867 7301
Hauraki Vintage Machinery Club: 
Ph 07 867 7281
Jig Saw Puzzle Library: Mangata-
rata, Ph 07 867 3250
Kerepehi Brass Band: Rowan Gar-
rett, Ph 07 867 6762
Kerepehi/Paeroa Indoor Bowls: 
Ph 027 418 4300
Kerepehi Women’s Institute: Ph 
07 867 6002 or 07 868 8582
Mahjong: Nola Walker, Ph 07 867 
7301
Music and Movement: Suzanne, 
Ph 027 337 2544
NAAM: 11am -12.30 Tuesdays, 
Thames. Leigh, Ph 027 497 8601
Ngatea Badminton: Jenny Adams, 
Ph 07 867 3028
Paeroa Bowling Club: Paul, Ph  021 
0290 1508 or Gary Ph 07 560 9200 
Ngatea Chinwag Cafe: 10am-12 
Tuesdays, parish hall, Darlington St
Ngatea Community Garden: Jane, 
Ph 07 867 7245
Ngatea Garden Circle: Alice Doug-
las on 07 867 7463
Ngatea Indoor Bowling Club: Ph 
07 867 6082 or 07 867 8015
Ngatea Lions Club: Bruce Foster, 
Ph 021 043 9280
Ngatea Playcentre: President, Ph 
027 327 5536
Ngatea Pony Club: Nicky Hamblyn, 
Ph 07 867 7078
Ngatea Scouts: Kim Donaldson, Ph 
07 867 7350
Ngatea Women’s Institute: Nola 
Walker, Ph 07 867 7301
NZ Red Cross Thames: Betty Sut-
cliffe, Ph 07 868 6148
NZ Society of Genealogists 
Thames: Pam French, Ph 07 868 
6492
Paeroa Citizens Advice Bureau: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

I am Not an Algorithm is the 
title of an exhibition by Thames 
collage artist, Deborah Mac-
Donald Brown displayed at The 
GBD on Pollen St until the end 
of July. 
The theme of the exhibition re-
flects Macdonald Brown’s pas-
sion for the environment and 
the need to protect it.
“As a digital collage artist I have 
the freedom to create different 
worlds and explore different 
ways of looking at the world,” 
she said. “There is so much 
beauty around us and this is 
what I want to reflect in my art. 
I believe this beauty is worth 
fighting for”. 
MacDonald Brown’s image 
The Flowers that Bloom in the 
Spring Trala Trala, (pictured 
left) is her first solarpunk work.
All proceeds from her exhibition 
will be donated towards Solar-
punk Aotearoa’s tree planting 
activities planned for spring 
equinox. Please contact Debo-
rah by text on 027 2288 011 or 
email: debsmacb@gmail.com.

10am-1pm, Ph 07 862 8093
Paeroa Community Knitters: Lyn  
Ph 07 560 9200 or Sandra 022 610 
1734
Paeroa Community Programmes: 
Ph 07 862 9129
Paeroa Drop In: Every Tuesday 
9.30am-12.30, St John Rooms
Paeroa Grey Power: Secretary Gail 
Locke, Ph 07 862 6256
Paeroa Society of Arts: paeroaart-
society@gmail.com
Paeroa Walking Group: 9am, Mon, 
Wed, Fri, Elaine Lally, Ph 07 862 
8409
Probus: Jill McIntosh, Ph 07 867 
7373
Runner Runner Poker Club: Thurs-
days, 6.30pm at Punters Bar. 
Scrapbooking: Pam Tonks, Ph 07 
867 7780
Solarpunk Aotearoa: John McK-
eowen, Ph 021 063 5483
St Paschal’s Catholic Church: Ph 07 
867 7401 and 07 867 7056
Tai-Chi exercise Kaiaua: Stacy, Ph 
09 576 3705
Tasty Books & Wine Tasting: Anne, 
Ph 07 867 3367
Thames 50+ Cycle Group: Chris, Ph 
0274 998 159
Thames Bonanza Club: Meets 
third Thursday of month, Ph 07 

868 6673
Thames Bridge Club: 401 Brown 
St, Monday and Thursday at 1pm, 
Tuesday at 7pm.  Ph 07 868 8023
Thames Chin Wag Cafe: Mondays 
10:30am, 608 Queen St, Ph 07 868 
9790
Thames Continuing Education: 
Fourth Wednesday of month, Ph 
021 564 339
Thames Creative Fibre Group: 
Dana Catley, Ph 07 868 7310
Thames Croquet Club: Dennis Karl, 
Ph: 07 868 2423
Thames Dahlia Club: Paul Silvester, 
Ph 07 868 9346
Thames Floral Art Club: third Mon-
day of the month. Ph 07 868 9873.
Thames Hauraki Parents Centre: 
Meike, Ph 07 867 3163
Thames-Hauraki Scottish Country 
Dance Club: Ph 07 280 0631
Thames Heritage Network: Mar-
garet Cropp, Ph 07 868 1024
Thames Lions Club: Ph 07 868 
9873 or email: pandb@xtra.co.nz
Thames Menz & Womenz Shed: 
Tony Winter, Ph 027 290 0023
Thames PickleBall Club: Tuesdays, 
10-11am, Ph 027 290 0023
Thames Probus Club: Meets sec-
ond Tuesday of month, Ph 07 868 
5573

Thames Rotary Club: Warren Sly, 
Ph 021 772 351
Thames Ruby Redz Red Hatters: 
Ngaire Potter, Ph 07 868 3421
Thames Senior Indoor Bowls: 
Tuesdays 9.30am - 12pm, St James 
Hall. Ph Val, 021 054 2337
Thames Steady As You Go: Falls 
Prevention group,  Thursdays, 
1:15pm, St Georges Hall, Ph 07 868 
9790
Thames Tennis Club: Contact Ma-
ree, Ph 027 217 1682
Thames Toastmasters Club: Ph 027 
296 8585
Thames Valley Adult Riding Club: 
Helen Pooley, Ph 021 233 1245
Thames Valley Zonta Club: Pam 
Harsant, Ph 027 495 5583
Totally Thames Inc: Deb MacDon-
ald Brown, Ph 027 228 8011
Tramping in Thames area: www.
sporty.co.nz/kauaerangatramping-
club
Turua Playcentre: Estelle, Ph 027 
371 8511
Turua Scouts: Leanne Scott, Ph 027 
329 7887 or 07 867 8388
Ulysses Motorcycle Club: Thurs-
days at L&P Bottle, Paeroa, 9:30am, 
Ph 021 028 28442 or 021 701 466
Women’s Loan Fund: Ph 07 868 
7820

Exhibition 
opens
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2006 Honda CR-V
2.4 Auto, Popular 
SUV

$9,990

2006 Nissan Fuga 450GT
V8, Auto, Hi Spec, 
In Excellent 
Condition

$11,990

$18,990

2014 Ssangyon Acyton Sports 
Manual, Diesel, D/Cab, 
Towbar, Racks,
Top Condition 

Now

$15,990

2009 Cadillac CTS
V6 Auto, NZ New, 
Fully Optioned,
In Mint Cond. 

$9,990

2012 Nissan March
Auto, Good Km,
Immac Condition

2014 Ford Fiesta
Auto Turbo, Immac Condition, 
106km

$13,990
Now Just

SOLD

2014 Ssangyong Rexton
Diesel Auto, 4WD Hi-Low, 
Tow Bar, Mint 
Condition, 
SPECIAL

$14,990
Now

2013 Range Rover Equipe
Top Of The Range on 
20” Alloys, Immac 
Condition

$38,990

One man’s high-heeled walk for Hospice
Seeing a 6’4 man wearing 

a blue sequinned dress 
and high heels walking down 
Thames’ main street may not 
be the most ordinary Friday 
for some. 

But for those who know Mike 
Plant, a radio host on Coro-
mandel’s More FM, they likely 
wouldn’t be surprised to learn 
the daring dash down Pollen St 
was payback.

The fearless feat came about 
after Mike and his colleague 
Michelle Shaw went to a work 
lunch at Cafe Melbourne in 
Thames.

Mike, although having taken 
Michelle to the cafe, left her 
“abandoned” there once the 
lunch ended, meaning Michelle 
had to walk back to the pair’s 
studio - about 700m away - on 
her own and in heels. 

“She complained about it the 
next day on air, and I was like: 
‘It’s not that bad, harden up’. 

“But she talked about the 
problems on Pollen St; a lot of 
people say the cobbles are slip-
pery and dangerous, and then 
she said: ‘Well, you try it’.” 

From there, Thames’ Hos-
pice Shop got in touch, as did 
a number of listeners spur-
ring the breakfast host on. One 
pledged to donate to the Hos-
pice charity if he wore a dress; 
another would do the same if 
he put on a wig.

So on July 9, Mike, in a 

By KELLEY TANTAU

Coromandel’s More FM breakfast host Mike Plant is  joined on his walk in high heels by Hospice Waikato chief executive Craig Tamblyn, left, 
co-host Michelle Shaw, right, and volunteers who collected donations for the charity.                Photo: SUPPLIED

blonde wig and blue dress and 
high heels, replicated the route 
Michelle had taken a week be-
fore.

He was joined in support by 
Hospice Waikato chief execu-
tive Craig Tamblyn, as well as 
volunteers who collected dona-
tions for the charity. 

From the day, they received 
$766. 

“I’ve got blistered feet with 

bandages on at the moment, 
but in the end it was great for 
the cause,” Mike told The Pro-
file after his walk.

“It wasn’t my first time [wear-
ing heels], but I’d really like to 
stress it is not a regular occur-
rence.” 

Not only was the walk a “good 
tourism ad for Thames” - it also 
raised awareness of the off-kil-
ter cobbles on Pollen St’s pave-

ment, he said.
“We had a lot of emails and 

texts come into the studio say-
ing to be careful. A lot of the 
cobbles are not even or smooth, 
and it was hard, really hard.

“There are a lot of office work-
ers who wear stuff like that, and 
there’s people who go out for 
drinks at our local establish-
ments and want to look nice, so 
it is a bit sketchy for them,” he 

said. 
Mike, whose shoe size is 13, 

said the heels he wore were 
brought into town as “rein-
forcements” from Hamilton. 

And although the walk was 
his just deserts for leaving Mi-
chelle at the cafe, Mike said he 
didn’t have any regrets. 

“It ended up being for a great 
cause, so I don’t feel so bad 
about it.” 
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE GARY 027 227 3396

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernal
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife
Howl of a protest in Ngatea

Farmers drive their tractors down Ngatea’s main street. Protestors and supporters join the rally.

St John ambulance members attend the protest.                 Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

Farmer advocacy group 
Groundswell NZ has vowed 

to undertake further action if 
the Government refuses to put 
a stop to its environmental reg-
ulations and ute tax. 

The announcement was met 
with cheers in Ngatea on Fri-
day, ahead of a protest which 
saw hundreds of people either 
hop in their tractors and drive 
down the main street, or show 
their support from the side-
lines. 

It was one of 57 Howl of a 
Protest events held by Ground-
swell around the country, and 
local co-ordinator Colin Cald-
well, speaking on behalf of 
the group, said “enough was 
enough” when it came to the 
“unworkable” Government 
regulations. 

“Groundswell’s main con-
cerns, and the focus of this pro-
test, are the unworkable envi-
ronmental policies: freshwater, 
indigenous biodiversity, SNAs, 
and climate change,” he said.

“Everyone is feeling over-
whelmed by the avalanche of 
poorly designed policies, and 
the ‘we-know-best,’ one-size-
fits-all mindset of the current 
Government.

“Groundswell is keen to pro-
mote workable solutions.” 

Mr Caldwell said if within 
one month’s time, by August 
16, the organisation had not 

seen “sufficient moves” by the 
Government to address its con-
cerns, it would be undertaking 
further actions. 

Federated Farmers’ Haura-
ki-Coromandel president Rob 
Craw, speaking on behalf of the 
organisation, said they weren’t 
surprised the “frustration and 
anger about the deluge of new 
regulations and costs from cen-
tral Government” was spilling 
over into a protest meeting. 

“As far as we know, this is 
the single biggest protest event 
since the 80s,” he said.

“This is certainly the winter 
of discontent.” 

Mr Craw said the ute tax was 
the “straw that broke the cam-
el’s back” for many farmers, 
and said the scheme was “quite 
frankly a joke”. 

“Overall, our message to the 
Government is simple: we need 
to organise the work plan bet-
ter. We have a soiled, haphaz-
ard approach right now that 
is causing stress and anxiety 
for many, not just for farmers 
and growers, but other sectors 
and, quite frankly, the Govern-
ment’s own officials.” 

Ngatea’s two-hour Howl of a 
Protest saw many from around 
the Thames Valley convene in 
tractors and in utes - they were 
joined by thousands across the 
country in an effort Ground-
swell said “cannot be ignored”.

By KELLEY TANTAU

MORE PHOTOS: P9
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

HUSTLER Round Bale FeederGILTRAP G2 Bale Feeder

UN LM105

Rear fence, Bearing covers, Front end loader reader 
(require brackets), Covered drive sha�  to eliminate feed 

wrapping, Dual latch hooks for stronger headstock & 
feeding cradle connec� on

Large diameter high tensile fork � nes, Diff erent length 
fork � nes for easy & quick engagement, Guide plates & 

bushes to ensure a snug fi t in the cradle,
Strong rolled RHS headstock

4 YEAR
��������

$8,850 +GST $8,990 +GST

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design    

Installation    

Service  

0800 4 EFFLUENT       www.williamsirrigation.com

RuralRural LifeLife
Farmers protest regulations

Lorraine Williams takes part in the protest.

A farmer gets his message across.                       Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

A farm dog makes some noise on 
the back of a ute.
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KARALEAH.COM

Kara-Leah is a Non-Dual Tantrik Yoga 
teacher living in Thames. She has direct 
experience with dissolving and resolving 
childhood trauma on the spiritual path, 
plus has developed a trauma-informed 

approach through working with hundreds 
of students and clients. She supports 

people to awaken to the joy of their natural 
selves, beyond their conditioning.

Use the 40% off locals discount code

LOCALLOVE

Explore the intersection between trauma 
and the spiritual path. The day will include 

practices, techniques, interactive discussions 
and a catered lunch.

Cost: $195 

Work with Kara-Leah in 1:1 sessions. 
Make the most of this powerful 
opportunity to:
• Dissolve childhood trauma, patterns 

and wounds.
• Reduce suffering.
• Uninstall limiting beliefs.
• Install beneficial beliefs, aligned with 

the reality you want to experience.
• Learn how to work with resistance 

and avoidance.
• Integrate all parts of yourself.
• Be guided through the process of 

awakening.
• Access the innate joy of being. 

Register for these in-person events or book a 1:1 session by emailing Kara-Leah at connect@karaleah.com or calling her on 021 715 415.

TRAUMA AND THE 
SPIRITUAL PATH

1 DAY LOCAL WORKSHOP
Sat 7th Aug, 9.30am - 4.30pm  

Matatoki, Thames

1:1 SESSIONS

Dissolve the past. Unlock the future. Learn Tantrik Yoga 
practices to dissolve ancestral karma, understand the 

nature of intergenerational trauma plus receive teachings, 
tools and practices to skilfully resolve this trauma. 

Cost: from $1195

ANCESTRAL TRAUMA  
HEALING RETREAT

5 DAY RETREAT
Mon 13th Sep - Fri 17th Sep

Tauhara Retreat Centre, Taupō

Kara-Leah Grant uses her own experiences with trauma and the Tantrik teachings to help others heal.   
                      Photo:SUPPLIED/JEFFREY PACKARD

Kara-Leah Grant knows no-
body chooses trauma.

As a writer and non-dual 
Tantrik Yoga teacher, the 
Thames woman uses her own 
experiences with trauma and 
the Tantrik teachings to help 
others heal.

“When people start to share 
their wounds, their pain and 
their traumas with me, it’s a real 
honour to hold space for that. 
The biggest aspect of the work 
I do is meeting everyone with 
loving-awareness - not judging 
anything or anyone,” she said.

“Society is still quite judge-
mental toward people, for exam-
ple, who struggle with addiction, 
but addiction is a symptom of 
trauma, and nobody chooses 
trauma.”

Classical Tantra is a method-
ology for self-realisation, she 
said, and it supports people to 
resolve “undigested emotional 
experiences’’ and unhelpful 
mental constructs. It began in 
South-East Asia around 500CE 
and focuses on liberation from 
conditioning, as opposed to Neo-
Tantra, which was invented in 
San Francisco in the early 20th 
century and focuses on con-
scious sexuality. 

Over the last 10 years, Kara-
Leah has worked with hundreds 
of clients and students, helping 
them identify and uninstall limit-
ing beliefs, and to fully heal and 
dissolve deep childhood wounds 
and trauma.

“As children, when something 
painful happens, the child’s sys-

tem cannot cope with the inten-
sity of the emotion. The system 
has all these ways of protecting 
the child from feeling the pain, 
so the emotion gets locked 
away,” she said.

As a child, Kara-Leah experi-
enced trauma, but didn’t fully 
realise the extent of it until she 
moved overseas in her 20s.

While there, the psychological 
defences she had built up to pro-
tect herself as a child began to 
break down.

“I started feeling all this grief 
over my parents’ divorce, which 
happened when I was 11,” she 
said. “And at the time, I’d said 
it was totally cool and it was 
all fine, when in reality, I was 
ignoring my emotional pain. In 
my 20s, suppressed emotions 
started to break through. I had 
an intense Kundalini Awakening 
that I was not prepared for and it 
went all the way into psychosis.”

Kara-Leah was committed 
to Lions Gate Hospital’s acute 
psych ward in Vancouver, and 
diagnosed with bi-polar disorder.

“When I came out, I knew 
I needed a healing approach 
which saw me as whole, and rec-
ognised that I was not just this 
diagnosis. I needed an approach 
which understood the awaken-
ing process - that was yoga.”

In 2006, she began teaching 
yoga and over time, that evolved 
from teaching physical postures, 
to working with people in the 
“emotional and mental realm”.

At a 2010 training, Kara-Leah 
was introduced to the teachings 

Resolution of trauma offered through Tantrik Yoga
ADVERTORIAL

of Classical Tantra for the first 
time, and in 2015, she commit-
ted to doing 1000 days in a row 
of a Tantrik Yoga practise, which 
she completed in July last year.

She has been leading work-
shops and retreats since 2015 
which focus on using the tools 
of Tantrik Yoga to help others 
liberate themselves from the im-
pacts of trauma.

“One of the biggest things is 
for people to feel safe, seen, 

heard, and to feel loved,” she 
said.

Her next one-day immersion 
workshop, held on August 7 in 
Matatoki, near Thames, will fo-
cus on trauma and the spiritual 
path. She will also host a five-
day ancestral trauma healing re-
treat in Taupō from September 
13-17. She also does one-on-one 
sessions with people. 

“This approach doesn’t save 
you, because there is no magic 

bullet, but Tantrik Yoga offers 
a new way to relate to life that 
supports the dissolving and re-
solving of trauma responses 
over time. People are not their 
trauma responses - that’s just 
conditioning. It’s not who they 
are.”

For more information on the 
work Kara-Leah does, or to book 
for her upcoming courses, visit 
www karaleah.com.

- KELLEY TANTAU
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Stock Standard Commission Saver
House Value  Higher Commission Rate Example Our Commission Savings
$500,000 $20,930 $14,375 $6,555
$600,000 $23,230 $16,445  $6,785
$700,000 $25,530 $18,515  $7,105
$800,000 $27,830 $20,585  $7,245

Trinity Network Commission is 2.5% up to $500,000 and 1.8% thereafter + GST
Higher Commission Rate Example is based on 3.95% on first $400,000 of sale price + 2% of balance of sale price + a $400 fee + GST. Higher Commission Example is not based on any par-
ticular agency, average or standard charge made by other companies. Actual rates will vary between companies, branches and agents. The commission table and Higher Rate example 

are provided to help assess potential savings only. Trinity Network does not accept responsibility or liability if actual savings vary from the examples given.

ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING? 
Contact us for a FREE Strategy Session on your property, and the current market. 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 506 Upper Albert Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136884/

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $575,000

Hikutaia, 8276 Paeroa Kopu Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136906/

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 2

Deadline Sale

Thames, 704 Richmond Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136883/

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Price by Negotiation

Te Mata, 92B Bennett Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136896/

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 2 1 2

Enquiries over $1,300,000

Managatarata, 249 SHWY 27 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136882/

Phone for a Private Viewing

- - - -

Asking Price $1,100,000

Thames, 324 Ngati Maru Highway 
Download infopack:  www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136893/

Phone for a Private Viewing

5 3 2 -

Asking Price $875,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

New 

List
ing



12 THE VALLEY PROFILE,   July 21, 2021   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Thames High School students Micah Collis and Riley McCaskill, of The 2 Fifths, play during the recent Sleep 
Competition at Goldfields.                Photo: SUPPLIED

Already this year more than 
600,000 people have vis-

ited the Goldfields Shopping 
Centre, Thames.

Even with very limited inter-
national tourists, Goldfield’s 
visitor numbers remain 
strong reflecting the support 
from both the local and wider 
community along with visi-
tors to the Coromandel Pen-
insula and Hauraki Plains.

These indications are highly 
positive for Thames during a 
period where uncertainty ap-
pears the norm. 

Goldfields is continuing to 
work with both local organi-
sations through to national 
and international retailers, 
endeavouring to ensure it de-
livers an enjoyable shopping 
experience to those visiting 
the centre. 

Within the centre, shoppers 
will notice three shops which 
are undergoing upgrade work 
for new tenants, while The 
Glow Up Lounge has been 
opened by Adriana Ponze, 
and Jan Ward and Lynda Da-
vidson have relocated their 
Treats Coffee Cart into the 
Centre.

The Waikato DHB is locat-
ing a Covid 19 Vaccination 
Centre at the Centre.

Recently the joint Coro-
mandel CFM and Goldfields 
inaugural Sleep Champi-
onships were staged. This 
unique event was supported 

by the Furniture Jungle and 
Bed Bath and Beyond – the 
two shops providing a bed-
ding prize worth more than 
$4000.

Currently Thames Rugby 
and Sports has a display lo-
cated in the centre featur-
ing 150 years of Rugby in 
Thames. The display high-
lights the greatest Thames 
rugby team of all time, next 
month a weekend of celebra-
tions is planned.

Previously displays sup-
porting Steampunk, school 
holiday activities, the Paeroa 
Highland Games and Christ-
mas activities have featured 
along with Destination Coro-
mandel promotional mate-
rial. 

Local groups are encour-
aged to consider using the 
centre forecourt for displays 
and activities relating to com-
munity projects.

The interest people have in 
Goldfields is evident in the 
feedback provided by resi-
dents and shoppers – that 
feedback is welcomed and 
appreciated. 

GIVE US A HAND
As one of six organisations 
involved in a Destination Co-
romandel sustainability pro-
ject, Goldfields is looking to 
better understand how it can 
ensure a positive impact on 
the environment.

Goldfields Shopping Centre – improving the experience
ADVERTORIAL

While sustainability in-
cludes most facets of a 
business, a key element is 
the handling of rubbish and 
waste. 

Rubbish blowing around 
the place is not a good look 
for anyone, therefore, our first 
objective is to ensure all pub-

lic areas are clean and tidy. 
While our cleaning staff are 
being proactive with regular 
litter removal, we urge shop-
pers to do their thing.

Bins are available across 
the carpark and throughout 
the centre – please use these. 

A plan has been imple-

mented to remove all litter 
behind the centre including 
rubbish finding its way into 
drains and into the adjoining 
mangroves. 

If groups wish to assist in 
keeping the foreshore litter 
free, Goldfields would love to 
hear from you.  
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What does your ideal park or reserve look like?
Need more space

to play?
Let your imagination run wild, 

and tell us what your ideal 
park or reserve looks like!

Are our green spaces, 
your happy places? 
Would you like to see more 
walking trails, outdoor arts 

and culture spaces, and 
places to socialise?

Does conservation 
matter to you?

Don’t conserve your energy, 
tell us what you think about 

protecting our natural 
landscape and other taonga.

What’s 
possible?

Your feedback 
will help us plan 
for the future!

SCAN ME for a link to our survey
Tell us what you think by 15 August 2021

‘The Vibe’ here for summer
Thames’ “Vibe” could be 

hanging around through-
out the coming summer as the 
district council looks to evalu-
ate its longevity once the town’s 
busy period has passed.

The Create the Vibe pedes-
trian space on Mary St has been 
in place for four months, and 
has seen murals, festoon light-
ing, planter boxes, and picnic 
tables replace the once-busy 
road linking Pollen and Queen 
Streets. 

Recently, new “wayfinding 
pavement decals” have been 
installed to direct foot traffic 
along the main street. Three 
bike racks have also been add-
ed, while another mural, a hop-
scotch diagram, and new rub-
bish bins are yet to come. 

The space was initially 90 
per cent funded ($320,125.50) 
by Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency as part of its Innovat-
ing Streets pilot programme, 
with the remaining 10 per cent 
($35,569.50) from Thames 
Community Board. 

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council senior communica-
tions officer Michael Dobie said 
invoices for the total spend on 
the project were being tallied, 
and council would have a better 
breakdown of the costs involved 
in about a month. He said the 
pedestrian space was still a tri-
al, and the materials used were 
not permanent and had about a 
two-year lifespan.

“It’s been in place about four 
months - since the end of sum-
mer this year - and we’d like to 

By KELLEY TANTAU

Create the Vibe on Mary St has been in place for four months.   Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

ENTERTAINMENT
Choir workshop to be held
St George’s Community Choir 
welcomes Hamilton-based so-
prano Jayne Tankersley  to 
lead a choir singing workshop 
in Thames on Saturday.   

Jayne Tankersley  is one of 
New Zealand’s most experi-
enced singers of Baroque, Re-
naissance and Medieval mu-
sic.   She was awarded the Best 
Musical Act at the 2015 Auck-
land Fringe Festival and is in 
demand as a soloist through-
out the country. From 1999 to 
2006 she was based in Boston, 
USA, where she completed a 
Masters degree in early music 
vocal performance. Since re-
turning to New Zealand, she 
has appeared with orchestras 
and ensembles throughout the 
country, and is heard regularly 
on RNZ Concert. Most recently 

she appeared with the New 
Zealand Dance Company as 
one of five singers in Micheal 
Parmenters’ production Or-
phEus - A Dance Opera, which 
premiered to rave reviews at 
the Auckland Arts Festival and 
the New Zealand Festival. She 
currently teaches in five differ-
ent Waikato schools and takes 
three choirs, as well as a pri-
vate singing studio.  For several 
years she traveled to Thames to 
take singing lessons at Thames 
High School. Jayne’s teaching 
style is dynamic - the workshop 
promises to be an enjoyable ex-
perience for those who attend.
Details: Saturday, July 24, 10am 
to 4pm, St George’s Church Hall 
Thames. Registrations: from 
9:30am, $20. All interested in 
singing are welcome.

One of New Zealand’s most experienced singers, Jayne Tankersley,  will lead a 
choir singing workshop in Thames on Saturday.            Photo: SUPPLIED

leave it in place over the com-
ing summer, after which we’ll 
prepare a formal evaluation 
with input from subject-matter 
experts including our roading 
team and Police,” he said.

“There has been quite a lot of 
activity in the Create the Vibe 
space, including day-to-day use 
by Thames residents, crafting 
sessions in the container, and 
major events like Beach Hop 
and Steampunk.”

Mr Dobie said while feed-
back on the space was initially 
“50/50” at first, public opinion 
had been growing “increasingly 
positive”.

“We’ve made changes based 
on feedback, including rotating 
the placement of the Create the 
Vibe HQ container and intro-
ducing more public art by local 
artists in the space,” he said.

At the Villager cafe on Mary 
St, owner Nick Lockley said the 
Vibe worked well for them as a 

business. 
“I opened when this all start-

ed, and we were really busy at 
the tail end of the summer, and 
when we’ve got days like this 
[clear skies], we’re busy because 
people sit outside and there’s al-
ways activity going on.”

He’d be pleased to see the 
space stick around for summer, 
as he’d like to extend the cafe’s 
opening hours and bring enter-
tainment - such as buskers - to 
the site.

Back in April, the council 
monitored traffic to identify the 
effect the Mary St closure had 
on surrounding streets.

From their findings, there 
were no significant decreases 
in traffic, or people driving into 
central Thames. Traffic in Pol-
len St increased and so did that 
of the surrounding streets with 
people using alternative routes 
to move around the town, coun-
cil said.
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Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

10 Taniwha Street, Paeroa Offers Over $799,000

NEW

LISTING

Upon entry via a formal foyer this home includes light & bright open plan living, fabulous entertainers' kitchen
with modern appliances, separate good-sized office plus an additional formal lounge providing for multiple
living spaces. Two double brms, plus large master with ensuite & walk-in robe.

RG1923 - NATASHA DAWSON 027 200 6608 2223

106 Vanguard Street, Thames $650,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

Gorgeous & full of character on Bird On Hand Hill.
Elevated views over town & Firth of Thames. Old
time character with 2.7m ceilings, warm & cozy.

RT5646 123

712 Mackay Street, Thames $599,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12-12:30PM

1900's Villa situated in a sunny spot close to town.
Large living area, separate dining & original joinery.
Generous back yard with single garage.

RT5638 1114

389 Back Miranda Road, Waitakaruru Offers Over $950,000

OH WED 4.30-5.30, SAT 1-2

NEW

LISTING

Set on a quiet back road you will find this 5000m2 (subject to survey) property with spectacular views. Huge 5
bedroom home in original but tidy condition. Sunny lounge. Freestanding fire & two heat pumps. Family
bathroom. Mega storage with a double garage plus work shop & a 3 bay garage.

RN1377 - TODD BELL 021 177 6097 1515

405 Karaka Road, Thames $575,000

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 1-1:30PM

Tidy 1970's home set in bush surrounds with
nearby stream. Very spacious lounge with wood fire
to keep you cosy. Sun filled conservatory.

RT5649 1113

59A Totara Valley Road, Thames $350,000

NEW

LISTING

1436m2 freehold section recently sub-divided,
subject to title. Power & Fibre at gate. Covenants in
place to ensure a continuance of quality.

RT5644

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Thames players take on Mercury Bay defence.

Thames player Cole Berridge passes the ball, with thames captain Corbin Saunders, left, in support.

Close matches 
for club finals
Heavy rain, high winds and plenty of mud didn’t put off a 
huge crowd of supporters who turned out to watch the HG 
Leach Thames Valley Rugby Football Union Club Finals at 
Rhodes Park in Thames on Saturday. In the McClinchy Cup 
Senior A game, Thames Rugby & Sports fought hard but lost 
to the Mercury Bay Senior A Marlins in a very close match. 
Only 11 minutes in, Thames scored a 3-point penalty, which 
the Bay answered with a try a few minutes later, then another 
try and conversion right on half time, bringing the score to 
12-3. Thames fought back with a converted try 60 minutes in 
but the Bay hung on to it’s 12-10 lead till the end of the match. 
Thames Senior B had better luck, winning the Lawrence 
Memorial Cup over Coromandel in another close final match, 
with 8-7 on the scoreboard at full time, and COBRAS won 
the McDonald Cup Senior B Plate Final 27-15 over Waihou. 
TERESA RAMSEY caught some of the action in the Senior A 
final.

Justin Vaimalu is tackled by a Mercury Bay player.

SPORTS

CONTINUED P15
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Tuise Toai-Key gets the ball over the try line for Thames amid strong defence by Mercury Bay.          Photos: TERESA RAMSEY

Players tussle for the ball during a line-out.

Thames forwards prepare for a scrum. Mitchell Murphy passes the ball.

Both sides put their weight into a scrum.

Sealey & Queen Sts, Thames   Ph Pete  027 2577 777

$21,990 $30,990
6spd auto, diesel, 
122,000kms    RC, 4x2, 5spd manual, 149,000 kms  

2008 Ford Ranger XL. 
3.0TD

2013 Mazda BT-50 GLX 

Authorised by Scott Simpson, 
614 Pollen St, Thames.  

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Contact me anytime

SPORTS
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JUMBO CROSSWORD 30

ACROSS 
  1  Take place (5) 
  4  Matching siblings (9,5) 
11  Game fish (5) 
14  Body organ (5) 
15  Factual TV programme  
      (11) 
16  Fort troops (8) 
19  Comfort someone in 
      disappointment, loss (7) 
20  Upper leg (5) 
21  Impudent, brazen (9) 
24  Fictitious name (9) 
26  Rugged (6) 
27  High-pitched and piercing 
      (6) 
31  Characteristic (5) 
32  Royal daughter (8) 
34  In an exhaustive manner 
      (10) 
38  Firmly loyal (7) 
39  Horse barn (6) 
40  Restless (6) 
41  Cipher (4) 
42  Takes receipt of (7) 
45  Philanthropic (10) 

50  Came to rest (7) 
54  Walking track (4) 
55  Change genetically (6) 
56  Ban (6) 
57  Firm determination (7) 
60  Without caution or 
      prudence (10) 
61  Direct carefully and safely 
      (8) 
62  Receded (5) 
65  Technical talk (6) 
66  Off course (6) 
67  Downtrodden, subjugated 
      (9) 
72  Filtering (9) 
73  Evil spirit (5) 
74  Gain ground (7) 
79  See you later (2,6) 
80  Keyboard instrument  
      (11) 
81  Sailing vessel (5) 
82  Not intoxicated (5) 
83  Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6) 
84  Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
  2  Police line (6) 
  3  Component parts (5) 
  5  Let fall (4) 
  6  Badly behaved (7) 
  7  Cold era (3,3) 
  8  Pretends (4) 
  9  Full of twists and turns (8) 
10  Radio crackle (6) 
11  During (10) 
12  Hops kiln (4) 
13  Melodic (7) 
17  Sky fluff (5) 
18  Bad luck! (4,6) 
22  Grieve for (5) 
23  One habitually active 
      during late hours (5,3) 
25  Confiscation (7) 
26  Believe to be guilty (7) 
28  Reviewer (6) 
29  One belonging to a club  
      or society (6) 
30  Emergency (6) 
33  V-shaped cut (5) 
35  Give in (5) 
36  North Briton (4) 

37  Lacking sensation (4) 
42  Meat jelly (5) 
43  Food providers at social  
      event (8) 
44  Crush flat (6) 
45  Lullaby (10) 
46  Highest point (4) 
47  Early childhood (7) 
48  Get here (6) 
49  Telling fibs (5) 
51  Looked at (4) 
52  Bother (7) 
53  Begrudged (6) 
58  Nearly finished (6,4) 
59  Rear part of boat (5) 
63  Sot (8) 
64  Stage whisper (5) 
65  Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68  Seer (7) 
69  Yacht harbour (6) 
70  Die (6) 
71  Rolled document (6) 
75  Narrow passageway (5) 
76  Larva (4) 
77  Musical work (4) 
78  Accurate (4) 
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Antwerp, 4  Sweetheart, 9  Prodigy, 13  Page, 14  Jaguar, 15  Imbibe, 16  Episode, 19  
Effortless, 20  Specimen, 21  Brief, 24  Fiancé, 25  Flimsy, 27  Spinnaker, 32  Offender, 33  School, 34  
Beeswax, 38  Smoulder, 39  Glider, 40  Edge, 41  Plead, 42  Agony, 45  The Water-Babies, 52  Bogie, 
55  Calms, 56  Acts, 57  Iguana, 58  Prolific, 61  Celsius, 62  Grille, 63  Reclines, 66  Incapable, 68  
Images, 69  Adjust, 73  Chord, 74  Overtake, 76  Assessment, 81  Obtains, 82  Spinet, 83  Island, 84  
Tarn, 85  Layered, 86  Adaptation, 87  Dilemma. 

DOWN: 1  Apple, 2  Tug-of-war, 3  Pearls, 4  Sours, 5  Ears, 6  Thirsty, 7  Emblem, 8  Rabbi, 10  Ripe, 
11  Deserve, 12  Gadget, 17  Gracefully, 18  Feint, 22  Umbrella, 23  Wafer, 24  Fuchsia, 26  Lids, 28  
Proverb, 29  Reject, 30  Cherub, 31  Safari, 33  Sedge, 35  Salvo, 36  Solo, 37  Ogre, 43  Grader, 44  
Names, 46  Hack, 47  Wastrel, 48  Trifle, 49  Rouge, 50  Abnormal, 51  Sordid, 52  Balderdash, 53  
Gift, 54  Excerpt, 59  Cuban, 60  Acre, 64  Salve, 65  Lukewarm, 67  Narrate, 68  Inertia, 70  Phobia, 
71  Catnap, 72  Penned, 75  Rapid, 77  Salon, 78  Tinea, 79  Once, 80  Fiji.

1270

ACROSS
1  Criminal deception 
(5)
4  Dismissal notice (8,6)
11  Minimum (5)
14  Adhere (5)
15  Group of islands 
(11)
16  Social event (8)
19  American highway 
(7)
20  Bottomless pit (5)
21  Lengthened (9)
24  Dancer’s spin (9)
26  Double-cross (6)
27  Go up (6)
31  Estimate (5)
32  Cabbage salad (8)
34  Ultra-modern (10)
38  Crux (7)
39  Quick run (6)
40  Messy (6)
41  Russian emperor 
(4)
42  Aloof (7)
45  Canine sleuth (10)
50  Pungent gas (7)
54  Opera solo (4)
55  Chant (6)
56  Open (6)
57  Use again (7)
60  Tremor (10)
61  A bet against heavy 
odds (4,4)
62  Divide (5)
65  Reddish metal (6)
66  Dummy ducks (6)
67  Science of sound 
(9)
72  Nitre (9)

73  Haggard (5)
74  Small glass balls (7)
79  Near-range 
photographs (5-3)
80  Unwilling or unable 
to believe (11)
81  Perhaps (5)
82  Raises (5)
83  Reach the lowest 
level (5,3,6)
84  Brief (5)

DOWN
2  Go to bed (6)
3  Male relative (5)
5  Affected manners (4)
6  Live together (7)
7  Foist upon (6)
8  Seabird (4)
9  Control the rate of (8)
10  Gregarious (6)
11  Captaincy (10)
12  Corrosive liquid (4)
13  Knotted (7)
17  Synthetic fibre (5)
18  Smitten (10)
22  Spite (5)
23  Throw overboard (8)
25  Audit (7)
26  Enchant (7)
28  Breakfast fare (6)
29  No bail (anag) (6)
30  Treeless Arctic plain 
(6)
33  Oust (5)
35  About (5)
36  Religious 
representation (4)
37  Revered mentor (4)
42  Male duck (5)

43  Rider’s supports (8)
44  Language (6)
45  Accounts minder 
(10)
46  Had debts (4)
47  Increases twofold 
(7)
48  Rectangular (6)
49  Small cuts (5)
51  Submissive (4)
52  I comply (anag) (7)
53  Set into surface (6)
58  Cobblers (10)
59  Camera adjustment 
(5)
63  Handle (8)
64  Bind (5)
65  Funny (7)
68  Yellow-flowering 
pasture plant (7)
69  Escalate (4,2)
70  Exchanged (6)
71  Subs payer (6)
75  Run aground (5)
76  Outdoor sport (4)
77  Curved support (4)
78  Cry of pain (4)

ACROSS 
  1  Take place (5) 
  4  Matching siblings (9,5) 
11  Game fish (5) 
14  Body organ (5) 
15  Factual TV programme  
      (11) 
16  Fort troops (8) 
19  Comfort someone in 
      disappointment, loss (7) 
20  Upper leg (5) 
21  Impudent, brazen (9) 
24  Fictitious name (9) 
26  Rugged (6) 
27  High-pitched and piercing 
      (6) 
31  Characteristic (5) 
32  Royal daughter (8) 
34  In an exhaustive manner 
      (10) 
38  Firmly loyal (7) 
39  Horse barn (6) 
40  Restless (6) 
41  Cipher (4) 
42  Takes receipt of (7) 
45  Philanthropic (10) 

50  Came to rest (7) 
54  Walking track (4) 
55  Change genetically (6) 
56  Ban (6) 
57  Firm determination (7) 
60  Without caution or 
      prudence (10) 
61  Direct carefully and safely 
      (8) 
62  Receded (5) 
65  Technical talk (6) 
66  Off course (6) 
67  Downtrodden, subjugated 
      (9) 
72  Filtering (9) 
73  Evil spirit (5) 
74  Gain ground (7) 
79  See you later (2,6) 
80  Keyboard instrument  
      (11) 
81  Sailing vessel (5) 
82  Not intoxicated (5) 
83  Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6) 
84  Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
  2  Police line (6) 
  3  Component parts (5) 
  5  Let fall (4) 
  6  Badly behaved (7) 
  7  Cold era (3,3) 
  8  Pretends (4) 
  9  Full of twists and turns (8) 
10  Radio crackle (6) 
11  During (10) 
12  Hops kiln (4) 
13  Melodic (7) 
17  Sky fluff (5) 
18  Bad luck! (4,6) 
22  Grieve for (5) 
23  One habitually active 
      during late hours (5,3) 
25  Confiscation (7) 
26  Believe to be guilty (7) 
28  Reviewer (6) 
29  One belonging to a club  
      or society (6) 
30  Emergency (6) 
33  V-shaped cut (5) 
35  Give in (5) 
36  North Briton (4) 

37  Lacking sensation (4) 
42  Meat jelly (5) 
43  Food providers at social  
      event (8) 
44  Crush flat (6) 
45  Lullaby (10) 
46  Highest point (4) 
47  Early childhood (7) 
48  Get here (6) 
49  Telling fibs (5) 
51  Looked at (4) 
52  Bother (7) 
53  Begrudged (6) 
58  Nearly finished (6,4) 
59  Rear part of boat (5) 
63  Sot (8) 
64  Stage whisper (5) 
65  Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68  Seer (7) 
69  Yacht harbour (6) 
70  Die (6) 
71  Rolled document (6) 
75  Narrow passageway (5) 
76  Larva (4) 
77  Musical work (4) 
78  Accurate (4) 
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Fraud, 4  Marching orders, 11  Least, 14  Stick, 15  Archipelago, 16  Occasion, 19  
Freeway, 20  Abyss, 21  Elongated, 24  Pirouette, 26  Betray, 27  Ascend, 31  Guess, 32  Coleslaw, 34  
Futuristic, 38  Essence, 39  Sprint, 40  Untidy, 41  Tsar, 42  Distant, 45  Bloodhound, 50  Ammonia, 
54  Aria, 55  Intone, 56  Unlock, 57  Recycle, 60  Earthquake, 61  Long shot, 62  Split, 65  Copper, 
66  Decoys, 67  Acoustics, 72  Saltpetre, 73  Drawn, 74  Marbles, 79  Close-ups, 80  Incredulous, 81  
Maybe, 82  Lifts, 83  Plumb the depths, 84  Short. 

DOWN: 2  Retire, 3  Uncle, 5  Airs, 6  Cohabit, 7  Impose, 8  Gull, 9  Regulate, 10  Social, 11  
Leadership, 12  Acid, 13  Tangled, 17  Rayon, 18  Infatuated, 22  Venom, 23  Jettison, 25  Inspect, 
26  Bewitch, 28  Muesli, 29  Albino, 30  Tundra, 33  Expel, 35  Circa, 36  Icon, 37  Guru, 42  Drake, 
43  Stirrups, 44  Tongue, 45  Bookkeeper, 46  Owed, 47  Doubles, 48  Oblong, 49  Nicks, 51  Meek, 52  
Olympic, 53  Inlaid, 58  Shoemakers, 59  Focus, 63  Doorknob, 64  Strap, 65  Comical, 68  Cowslip, 
69  Step up, 70  Traded, 71  Member, 75  Beach, 76  Golf, 77  Arch, 78  Ouch.
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ACROSS
1  Form (5)
4  Just beaten (6,2,3,4)
14  Twelve dozen (5)
15  Wee (5)
16  Secret plot (10)
17  Dutch cheese (5)
19  Hair cream (3)
20  Title (7)
21  Mice in cat (anag)(9)
22  Gives up (6)
25  Accumulated 
learning (9)
27  Zoo employee (6)
28  Bee bunches (6)
33  Television, radio 
advertisement (10)
35  Luminous electrical 
discharge (3)
36  Drew forth (6)
37  Footfall (4)
39  Young goat (3)
41  Undress (7)
42  Plaster wall coating 
(6)
43  Animal snare (9)
44  Nourishes (5)
45  Of minimum size (8)
50  Representing (2)
51  Criminal (8)
55  Wanderer (5)
58  Put into a new 
order (9)
59  Not clear (6)
60  Childbirth assistant 
(7)
61  Black sealant (3)
63  Court order (4)
64  Steady in position 
or balance (6)

65  Paddle (3)
66  Scared (10)
68  Slum (6)
69  Shipping boxes (6)
71  Secretly sheltered 
(9)
76  Spider’s trap (6)
77  Asylum (9)
79  Untighten (7)
81  Cereal crop (3)
84  Mistake (5)
85  Devised, thought 
up (10)
86  Cat type (5)
87  Relieves (5)
88  Remote inacces-
sible place (3,4,2,6)
89  Soft hat (5)
DOWN
2  Shakespeare play (6)
3  Went ashen (5)
5  Household appliance 
(4)
6  Forcing (7)
7  Nonsense (6)
8  Jewelled headdress 
(5)
9  Erratic, out of control 
(7)
10  Porcine creatures 
(4)
11  Artist’s workshop (6)
12  Forceps (5)
13  Futile (7)
14  Scaffold (7)
18  Responsible to or 
for (10)
23  Ledger entry (5)
24  Turns over a new 
leaf (7)

26  Run lame (anag)(7)
27  Match start (4-3)
29  Gave up work (7)
30  Platform (6)
31  Spear (5)
32  Brush-off (6)
34  Auction items (4)
36  Borders (5)
38  Scholarly article (5)
40  Wine and dine (4)
45  Scatter (5)
46  Greed (7)
47  Attract (4)
48  Musical 
composition (6)
49  Hit (5)
50  Having a 
characteristic smell (7)
52  Yours ____ (10)
53  Not in any place (7)
54  French tower 
builder (6)
55  Very young baby 
(7)
56  Sword (5)
57  Chasm (4)
62  Arms, legs (5)
67  Bat less (anag)(7)
68  Reticent (7)
70  Street movement (7)
72  A dry ale (anag)(7)
73  Quest (6)
74  Residential district 
(6)
75  Small stone (6)
76  Discontinue (5)
78  Collector’s item (5)
80  Mania (5)
82  Sea creature (4)
83  Eager (4)

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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Read Play Give 

600 Pollen St, ames
07 868 6301
www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

“I'll read my books 
and I'll drink coffee 
and I'll listen to 
music, and I'll bolt 
the door.”
J.D. Salinger

Tel 07 8687892 
driving@valleyeducation.co.nz

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 

Already working part time and wanting to up-skill? 
Come and join our NZ Cert in Retail and Customer Service Level 2 course. We 
can work around your days of work to have you in class 2 days a week. Build your 
confi dence, up-skill and gain a qualifi cation. Not employed yet but want to work in this 
area?  We will fi nd you work placement for the course, build your confi dence, up-skill 
you and you will gain a qualifi cation. Open to anyone 16 years plus. Worried you are to 
old? Never too old to learn new things.
 
Calling all Girls! Don’t mind getting your hands dirty?  Sick of waiting for your other 
half to fi x that gate? Got an interest in the manufacturing and technology industry? 
Level 2 Mechanical Engineering empowers adults and youth with introductory skills to 
welding and engineering processes. Girls can weld too!
Come and meet our new tutor Beau, she is ready to help you on 
your learning journey.
 
School not quite do it for you? Did you miss out on NCEA 
Level 1? We have 3 great courses, Mechanical Engineering L2, 
Agriculture L2 and Foundations Skills that you can achieve your 
L1 as well as a qualifi cation. Whether you like being indoors or 
outdoors, we have the courses for you and some amazing tutors 
waiting to assist.  If you already have your L1 you can still join these 
courses.  Once again 16 plus, age is no barrier.
 
Drivers licence… we now do driving lessons and car hire.  Give us 
a call.
 
We have other short courses, but if you want to know more about those,  you can pop 
on in, give us a call or keep an eye out for our advertising.  We like to have fun around 
here so come along and meet us.
 

Look forward to hearing from all you Valley Profi le readers. 

•Wedding Dresses

Contact Sharron 
Ph 021 162 4837 

Email sharronshaz@live.com

•Ball Gowns
•Curtains
•Drapes

•Alterations
I have moved - s� ll in Paeroa, I have moved - s� ll in Paeroa, 

now at 54a Thames Road now at 54a Thames Road 
near the old racecoursenear the old racecourse

Licensed Cafe
Serving L’Affare coffee

Keto & gluten free options
Available for group functions

Private meeting room 
(complimentary)

Extensive gift ware range
Pet friendly

Open 7 days 8.30am - 4pm
3815 SH2 Mangatarata

Ph: 867 3266  
E: bmattock48@gmail.com

      woodturnerscafe

woodturners
CAFE

Woman dies after gut pain

Turpentine sprinkled on 
hot flannels did not ease 

Atheline Arnold’s abdomi-
nal pain. Her mother-in-law 
had carefully followed the 
doctor’s advice but there 
was no relief from the dis-
comfort which had plagued 
her for the past five days.

Atheline, 29, was the wife 
of John Arnold, a mill hand 
at Gibbon’s Mill, Kōpū. The 
Arnold’s lived near the mill 
with their three small chil-
dren. Although unwell all 
that week in August, 1897, 
Atheline had been able to do 
her housework, but around 
3.30pm, she took to her bed. 
John sent their eight-year-
old daughter for his mother 
who came at once.

Atheline was very ill, ly-
ing on the bed and in great 
pain. Mrs Arnold put a hot 
brick at her feet and began 
applying hot poultices to the 
stomach. Atheline felt a lit-
tle better on Friday evening 
and seemed to stay that way 
until midnight when she be-
came worse. About 6.30am 
on Saturday, on his way to 
work, John stopped at the 
telephone office and made 

arrangements for a wire to 
be sent to Dr Callan as soon 
as they opened. But around 
9am Atheline, feeling better, 
sent their daughter to cancel 
the wire. Mrs Arnold and a 
neighbour, Mrs Foster, con-
tinued with the care of Athe-
line keeping up with hot salt 
poultices until Saturday af-
ternoon when hot bran was 
tried. At 5pm, Atheline grew 
worse and it became clear 
that she was seriously ill. 

A telephone message was 
sent to Dr Callan, who re-
plied he could not come, 
though he promised to see 
Atheline first thing on Sun-
day morning.

He advised the applica-
tion of hot flannels sprinkled 
with turpentine. Dr Bond 
was also called but he could 
not come either. In the early 
hours of Sunday morning, 
Atheline deteriorated and at 
5am her desperate brother 
rode into Thames to get Dr 
Callan. The doctor’s son said 
his father would be out first 
thing but it was too late for 
Atheline who died at 6am. 
Dr Bond found that death 
was due to inflammation of 

the bowels, which Atheline 
had suffered for about five 
days, three of them acutely. 
He said even if he had been 
able to attend Atheline on 
Saturday evening he could 
not have done much good, 
the disease having reached 
a critical stage.

The inquest jury disa-
greed, saying Drs Callan and 
Bond were greatly to blame 
for not coming out to Kōpū 
when sent for and Atheline 
might have been saved if ei-
ther of the doctors had act-
ed promptly. The Coroner 
acidly commented the jury 
seemed to know more about 
the science of surgery and 
medicine than the medical 
men. The Thames Adver-
tiser, in an editorial headed 
‘The Doctor’s censured’, 
concluded the “two respect-
ed medical gentlemen” were 
not to blame. 

Atheline was returned to 
her mother’s home in One-
hunga. John Arnold, who 
had helplessly witnessed his 
wife’s struggles, poignantly 
wrote in his wife’s death no-
tice that she was now “free 
from all trouble.”

DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile 
series, MEGHAN HAWKES 

explores our local history by 
seeking out stories of life and 
death in the Thames Valley Workmen at Gibbon’s sawmill, Kōpū.    Photo: SUPPLIED
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Your business not on 
this page?

contact Nikki, 
Ph 022 130 3885 or 

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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waste removal

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Traditional and  
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

www.tabs.net.nz

it

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

paint

Need help with legal 

& court proceeding?

Contact Susanna for a quote 

Susanna Kruger
Ph: 027 538 9789 

E: susannakruger20@gmail.com

• Divorce      • Probate
• Business    • Dispute

Legal & Business Consultant

Contact 
Richard Ba� son 

027 666 3606
“For All Your 

Plumbing Needs”

Servicing Thames & Surrounding Areas
 plumber

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 plumber

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperer

CLASSIFIEDS

Handyman

Trades & Services

Wanted to Rent

For Sale

Public NoticesPublic Notices

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

Mowing, hedges, fenc-
ing, gardening, carpentry, 
painting, retaining walls, 
welding, waterblasting. 
Work is good quality and 
I will not attempt work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Chimney sweeping & 
safety checks. Call Rich 
& Terry 027 424 4217

1-2 bedroom flat in 
Thames. Single adult, 
sober habits. Phone 022 
375 6679

Paeroa 
Society of Arts 

AGM 2021
On 16 August at 10.30am

At our rooms 
109 Normanby Rd

Paeroa
All are welcome

DID YOU KNOW... 

that travelling at 

299,792 kms per 

second, it takes 

8 mins 19 sec for 

light from the sun 

to reach earth? 

Music & Movement 
Ngatea will be taking a 
break for Term 3 and 

will resume again 
Monday 18 October. 

Any queries 
ph Suzanne 0273372544

Hauraki District 
Licensing committee 
Public Notice of application 

for Off-Licence
Section 101 Sale and 

Supply of Alcohol Act 2012
Mowaman 2020 Limited, 25 
Orchard West Road, Ngatea, 
(owner), has made application 
to the District Licensing 
Committee at Paeroa for the 
renewal of an Off Licence 
in respect of the premises 
situated at 25 Orchard West 
Road, Ngatea known as 
Ngatea Four Square.
The general nature of the 
business conducted under the 
licence is Grocery Store.
The days on which and the 
hours during which alcohol 
is sold under the licence are: 
Monday to Sunday 7am to 
7pm.
The application may be 
inspected during ordinary 
office hours at the office of 
the Hauraki District Licensing 
Committee, William Street, 
Paeroa.
Any person who is entitled 
to object and who wishes 
to object to the grant of any 
application may, not later 
than 15 working days after 
the date of the first publication 
of this notice, file a notice in 
writing of the objection, with 
the Secretary of the District 
Licensing Committee at:-
To: The Secretary of the 
District Licensing Committee, 
Hauraki District Council, PO 
Box 17, PAEROA 3640.
No objection to the issue of 
a licence may be made in 
relation to a matter other than 
a matter specified in section 
131 of the Sale and Supply of 
Alcohol Act 2012.
This is the first publication of 
this notice.

SPORTS RESULTS
Frosty day for 
tournament
A great turn out of 22 teams playing on both 
greens at Kerepēhi Bowling Club, for the 
Ngatea Richardsons Real Estate sponsored 
optional fours on a frosty Sunday, July 4. 
Four teams hammered their opponents 
with four wins each. 
RESULTS: 1st 4 wins 45 points 21 ends 
(Waihi Beach RSA) Devin Brooks, Lyn Brooks, 
Kathryn McGaughley, Adrian McGaughley; 
2nd 4 wins 37 points 24 ends (Kerepēhi/
Tui Park) Daniel Harrison, Shaun Harrison, 
Trace Harrison, Wayne Heron; 3rd 4 wins 
34 points 19 ends (Thames Coast) Ray 
Winikerei, Colin Beaufill, Lois Bradley, 
Maeline Beaufill; 4th 4 wins 24 points 22 
ends (Morrinsville) C Finlay, Ken Cowley, K 
Hansen, L Wynen.        - Terry King Frank Finlay, stalwart Hauraki Bowls, rolls up.           Photo: SUPPLIED

The Thames Croquet Club on 
Beach Rd has closed its lawns for 
the winter. The Te Aroha Club has 
welcomed our members to play at 
their grounds instead.
Seven Thames members recently 
enjoyed a sunny afternoon playing 
with the friendly people of Te Aroha 
Croquet, and we look forward to 
more games on their picturesque 
lawns. 

Croquet 
club closes 
for winter

LEFT: Thames and Te Aroha 
croquet players met recently 
for a friendly match.       
          Photo: SUPPLIED

Let us know how well your club members are doing! Email your 
sports results and/or photos to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
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201 Pollen St • www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963 Paul Saunders 021 220 0098

0800 11 11 10

MITSUBISHI ASX MITSUBISHI MIRAGE MITSUBISHI TRITON

$27,990 + ORC $19,990 + ORC $48,990 + ORC

Saunders Mitsubishi

We have stock arriving for July delivery. Pre order today
Finance Available

A little bit of something A little bit of something 
for everyone: for everyone: 

crystals, fairies, dragons crystals, fairies, dragons 
and more...and more...

Ph 027 486 5680Ph 027 486 5680

11 Belmont Rd, 11 Belmont Rd, 
PaeroaPaeroa

earthangelmagic7@gmail.comearthangelmagic7@gmail.com

GRAHAM O’BRIEN 
Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Matariki magic at kindy
Thames Coast Community Kindergarten 
celebrated Matariki recently by singing some 
waiata the tamariki practised and with a shared 
lunch of vegetable soup the children made. 
Matariki is the Māori New Year and is celebrated 
by the coming together of families, harvesting 
food, sharing kai and stories, and much more.

Arne’e Boyd, front left, takes part in the celebrations. The children had fun learning about Matariki, the Māori New Year. 

Tamariki also played with rākau sticks. Shared kai was a veggie soup the children made.          Photos: SUPPLIED

The Valley Profile will be running 
an arts page every 2nd month. If 
you are interested in supporting 

this page, please contact Nikki for 
more information. There are limited 

spaces available.

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

JOIN OUR 
ARTS PAGE
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39 Puke Road | Paeroa
www.whyteline.co.nz

Telephone: 
07-862 8783

After Hours: 
Mark Ross | 021 906 931

Richard Judd heads back to Wellington
Former Swampfox and Hur-

ricanes half-back Richard 
Judd is back in the country af-
ter his first professional rugby 
stint in Japan. 

The 29-year-old has spent the 
past year signed with the Sun-
tory Sungoliath, a top league 
Japanese rugby union team 
based out of Fuchū, Tokyo.

He flew down to the capi-
tal on Sunday, where he’ll be 
gearing up for his first match 
with Wellington 
against North-
land on August 
7, as part of the 
Bunnings NPC. 

Richard, from 
Thames, played 
23 games for the 
Thames Valley 
Swamp Foxes, 
and in the 2015 
ITM Cup season, 
he impressed as 
part of the Counties Manukau 
Steelers’ squad. 

He joined the Bay of Plenty 
Steamers for the 2017 Mitre 10 
Cup Season, before earning a 
spot in the Hurricanes’ extend-
ed training squad for the 2018 
Super Rugby season.

He debuted against the Cru-
saders and was later confirmed 
as part of the Hurricanes’ 2019 
team. In 2020, Richard signed 
for Suntory Sungoliath.

“Over there, their work men-
tality is unbelievable. The 
trainings were pretty intense 
right through the whole week. 

But we loved it, the culture, the 
food… I probably ate too much 
ramen,” he joked. 

Richard was joined in Japan 
by his wife Jordyn and daugh-
ters Taylor, 6, and Baylee, 4. 

With him in the Suntory 
Sungoliath team was All Black 
Beauden Barrett and former 
Wallabies midfielder Samu 
Kerevi. Richard said he learned 
a lot being around players such 
as them.

“I’d pick their brains quite a 
bit,” he told The Profile.

“And I’m prob-
ably more of a 
defensive half-
back, more of 
a physical one 
than a running 
one, so I needed 
to work on more 
of a tactical game 
as well. I learned 
quite a bit of that 
over there, just 
more consisten-

cy in my kicking and passing, 
so hopefully I can bring that 
into this season with Welling-
ton.” 

The former Thames High 
student said he “definitely took 
the long road” when it came 
to rugby, but said playing for 
Thames Valley in The Heart-
land Championship gave him 
an insight into what could be. 

He also caught the Thames 
Valley senior A and B semifi-
nal on July 10 and said it was 
awesome to see Thames doing 
so well.

He’ll now be signed with 

Wellington for two years, and 
will work towards another Su-
per Rugby contract.

DETAILS: The 2021 Bunnings NPC 
is the 16th season of New Zea-
land’s provincial rugby champi-
onships featuring 14 teams. It 
was previously dubbed the Mitre 
10 Cup. The games will run until 
the end of October. 

By KELLEY TANTAU

Thames rugby player Richard Judd was joined in Japan by his wife Jordyn and daughters, Taylor, 6, and Baylee, 4.

RIGHT: Richard Judd, with 
daughters Taylor and Baylee, will 

be playing for Wellington in the 
provincial championship.

 Photos: SUPPLIED

SPORTS

“Over there, their 
work mentality is 
unbelievable. The 

trainings were pretty 
intense right through 

the whole week.”
- Richard Judd


