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Kiribati'sé

By KELLEY TANTAU

ouisa Humphry travelled

ore than 4000km across

the Pacific to start her life in New
Zealand.

But home was never far be-
hind.

For her service to the com-
munity and culture of Kiribati,
her home country, Louisa was
named an Honorary Member of
the New Zealand Order of Merit,
as part of the Queen’s Birthday
Honours announced Monday.

The Thames woman was born
“under a coconut tree” in Kuria,

| Kiribati, an independent island
nation right on the equator.

“I came to New Zealand when
I was nearly 17, and I was lucky

. enough to get a scholarship, and
went to school in New Plymouth.
. I stayed at Scotlands hostel.
“That was really a culture
| shock,” she told The Profile.
| “The language was a huge fac-
I tor, because even though my
- written English was perfect, I
couldn’t stand in front of the
I class and tell them a story.
| “It took me nearly a year to
| | be able to sit and converse with
" | people.”
| To Louisa, the food in New
| Zealand was strange, the milk
was strange, and even the water
was strange.

“Our water was really quite
brackish in the islands, and it
had a salty taste to it, so when we
were given water here, I used to
put a little dash of salt in it,” she
said.

She also had to have three hot
water bottles placed in her hostel
bed to keep her warm, consider-
ing the climate was so different
to Kiribati.

“But I found that people were

Iin store this week

huge new range of
pots & planters!!!
v theplanteryshop.co.nz

The Depot, 715 Pallen St,
Thames. Behind Café Melbourne
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my saving grace,” she said.

Louisa met her husband Jack
Humphry when the latter was @
volunteering in her home coun-
try, and the pair got married on
the island in 1973. ;

“I come from a family of 10, so ¥ »
I said to my dad, you are not to
give me any money, we have to
start on our own... so we did,”
Louisa said.

“We travelled from Kiribati on
a boat to save money, and I was [
seasick as a dog.” P S

While on a bus in Fiji, head- [ riH b
ing toward a plane which would g TR S
take them to New Zealand, Jack Fag 2 bagg T TR
and Louisa serendipitously met | e Py
a Kiwi who offered Jack a job 1
at his welding company in Glen 1::::: e ] P i -‘i
Innes, Auckland. ;- l—;:,,":# d LI, v :

“We didn’t have a car, but we [F s e # ::'""'1'
went to a pawn shop, and took Feg 'I:-l*
our watches off, our jewellery,
gave them our gramoplllone, and i
had enough of a deposit to get
a flat and bed and that was it,”
Louisa recalled. “We lived on
coffee and bread and cheese un-
til Jack’s first pay.

“And you really do appreciate
life when you do it like that.”

Throughout her time in New
Zealand, Louisa helped set up
a Kiribati community group in
Auckland, and was part of the g
group who established some of s
the first Kiribati Independence
celebrations and the body now
recognised as the New Zealand
Kiribati National Council.

In the 1970s, she was a key
advocate for Kiribati’s presence
in Auckland Pasifika festivals.
She was a member of the group
who established the first Pacific
health clinic in Hamilton, K’aute
Pasifika Trust, and she also man-
aged the Hamilton Combined

CONTINUED ON P2
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For her service to the community and culture of Kiribati, her home
country, Thames woman Louisa Humphry was named an Honorary

Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit. Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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CONTACT US

The Valley Profile is a community
newspaper that delivers 100%
local news in the Thames Valley
region. We deliver 12,500 copies
each Wednesday to every
letterbox, reaching more than
22,500 readers in Hauraki Plains,
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast
and surrounding rural areas,
plus bulk distribution around the
Coromandel Peninsula.

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey
Ph 0204 0944 853
Email: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889
Email: kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders
Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

100% LOCALLY OWNED
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PO Box 550, Tham_es 3540
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Hi, my name is Pete

the Pukeko and I'm

here to help you.

Find me in one

of the display

advertisements
in The Valley Profile, then email
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/
txt 027 396 2459 with your full
name, the business name and page
number of the ad by the following
Monday to go in the draw to WIN
a car valet from Thames Autos
worth $150! The prize is drawn at
the end of each month.

25 A
Thames Autgsg

- 868 8981 - **

Christmas wonderland
calls for festive helpers

By KELLEY TANTAU

elp is needed to bring a

Christmas  wonderland
back to Thames for this year’s
silly season.

The Thames Christmas Won-
derland is planned for Decem-
ber 11-24 but more hands on
deck are required to ensure the
event’s survival.

Around 3500 people visited
the wonderland - held at the
Thames War Memorial Civic
Centre - when it opened for the
first time in 2016.

Organiser Nikky Fisher said
the event’s purpose was to
create a safe environment for
families to enjoy the magic of
Christmas.

“It was also about creating
traditions,” she said.

“When our kids were little,
we used to pop them in the car
and go driving to look at all the
houses, because there used to
be lots of houses done up with
lights. Now, you go driving and
there’s one house here, one
there, and one there.

“So it was more about giving
people somewhere to take their
kids that was in a safe environ-
ment.”

A meeting will be held on
Monday, June 14 at 6pm at the
GBD restaurant in Thames,

and people who could help cre-
ate the displays from now until
Christmas were asked to at-
tend.

The organisers also needed
people to help set up the dis-
play, “man” the door during its
opening hours, and pack down
and clean up on Boxing Day.

Without help, Nikky said the
event “will not exist”.

“It’s a really mammoth task.”

The December event breaks
the Mary St Civic Centre into
a “maze”, with visitors able to
navigate different rooms with
different themes. Past themes
included a fairy forest, Santa’s
toy shop, the north pole, and a
reindeer stable.

There was also another room
set aside for games and crafts,
Nikky said.

The entry price was kept

low, $2, to ensure more fami-
lies could attend and this year,
Nikky’s husband, artist Rick
Fisher, has painted the 20-ft
container holding the decora-
tions with Santa Claus on the
side.
DETAILS: Thames Christmas Won-
derland meeting, Monday, June
14, 6pm at the GBD Thames.
Those who cannot make the
meeting but still want to help can
find ‘Thames Christmas Wonder-
land’ on Facebook.

Fin

Louisa and Jack Humphry met and married on the island of K|r|bat1

Kiribati services honoured

CONTINUED FROM P1

Christian Food Bank from
2004 to 2019. She has been in-
volved with the wider art com-
munity to preserve and share
weaving practices to maintain
Kiribati traditions.

As an artist herself, she has
exhibited throughout New Zea-
land, and recently one of her
and Whiritoa artist Kaetaeta
Watson’s works - Otintaai - was
acquired by Te Papa museum.

“In Kiribati, you weave be-
cause you need to live. You
weave for a purpose: a bas-
ket to put your food in, a mat
to sleep on... I've now gone
and ventured into decorative
things, and my mother would
often say: ‘What’s that for?’ and
I'd say: ‘It’s pretty’, and she’d
say: ‘But it’s useless’.

“It’s nice to retain your own
culture, so you’re not lost,”
Louisa said.

“I always tell the kids who are
born in New Zealand but are

I-Kiribati, don’t ever lose your
identity, your language or your
cult}}re. It’s everything that you
are.

Louisa said she enjoyed
working with children, and on
June 11, she’ll be making flax
stars with the students of St
Francis School in Thames for
their Whanau Day.

Some of the works will then
go on display at the St Francis
Children’s Matariki Arts Ex-
hibition at The Vibe, Mary St,
from June 24.

Louisa said receiving the
honorary MNZM - people who
were not citizens of a Com-
monwealth realm were given
“honorary” membership - was
humbling.

“When you do things for peo-
ple, you don’t expect anything
[in return],” she said.

“You do it because you want
to do it, so when something like
this happens, it’s overwhelm-
ing; somebody feels you de-
serve it.”

Hardware

| VERMICULITE
FIREBOX
COME & SEE US for all your

YEAR wood fire and heating needs.

WARRANTY
Flue cleaning kits - Fire guards - Wood

- . baskets - Kindling - Fire lighters -
- IKENT
m Replacement parts - Hlectric Heaters

We are your local Kent indoor wood fire dealer. For over 40 years Kent wood fires have
been heating New Zealand homes, creating a warm, cosy haven that Kiwi’s look forward
to enjoying. Designhed in New Zealand for your New Zealand home, Kent indoor wood fires
come with a 15 year warranty, backed by service and support at your doorstep.
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Chilli-eater turns up the heat at natlonals

By KELLEY TANTAU

t was the chowing down on

one of the world’s hottest
chillies at a Ngatea barbecue
festival that propelled Wei
Zhang on to the national stage
of spice.

Now, she’s been crowned the
country’s second-best chilli-
eater, and the competition’s
top female competitor.

The Paeroa translator’s heat
history is long-spanning.

Growing up in the Chinese
province Jiangxi meant eating
spicy foods was second nature.

“In China, there are basical-
ly three provinces famous for
their spicy foods, and my home
province is one of them,” she
says. “If you grew up there and
didn’t eat spicy food, people
would think you were strange.
It’s probably like if you grew up
in New Zealand and didn’t like
fish and chips.”

Wei grows her own chil-
lies - her greenhouse was built
around her jalapeno plant - and
often asks Indian or Thai res-
taurants to cook her meal “as
spicy as you can”.

“And they always want to
double check: ‘Are you sure,
are you sure?””

So when Ngatea local Adam
Matete organised Hauraki
Plains’ first Up in Smoke barbe-

cue festival earlier this year and
included a chilli-eating compe-
tition, Wei’s love for spicy food
saw her enter.

She had never entered a chil-
li-eating competition before
but despite that, she won.

It was her impressive pol-
ishing off of a Carolina Reaper
chilli that qualified her to enter
the NZ Chilli Eating Champs
in Auckland last month, where
competition was fierce.

“We were given different
kinds of chillies, from mild to
hot, and we were required to
chew the chilli for 30 seconds
and then swallow the whole
thing except the stalk,” Wei
says. “Then, we waited anoth-
er four minutes before being
served another, hotter, chilli.”

Wei’s lips began to burn after
eating another Carolina Reap-
er, but still, there was more to
come. “Because the contestants
were so good, even the Caro-
lina Reaper couldn’t knock out
many people, so the organiser
decided to serve ‘chilli kebabs’
- just four chillis on one tooth-
pick.” By the final round, Wei
and the eventual champion had
already eaten 40 chillies each.

“In the last round, we were
going to have to eat 10 of the
hottest chillies in the world,
and at that stage I thought: ‘I
don’t really want to throw up in

5 %

front of so many people’.

Wei said she thoroughly en-
joyed the event, and while she
wouldn’t pursue chilli-eating as
a talent per se, she would love
to participate in more events,
and to see more females giving
it a go. “It does require prac-
tice,” she says. “But the more
you eat spicy foods, the spicier
you can get.”

RIGHT: Some of Wei Zhang'’s
home-grown chillis.

9.00AM to

57 Orongo Road, Thames
PLENTY OF PARKING

\“\Akl
G (JIPEN DAY G

It only happens once a year s

Come and see one of NZ’s largest display
of diecast models and vintage toys

SUNDAY 27th JUNE 2021

Turua

4.00PM

Paeroa

FREE ENTRY

\'\lkl

BARN

For more information
phone 07 867 5340
or email: info@modelbarn.co.nz
web: www.vintagebarn.co.nz
or www.modelbarn.co.nz

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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News from Thames-Coromandel District Couneil

Recreation Aotearoa
has recognised our
Council’s work to
produce and market
events for Parks Week
2021 with the coveted
Green Pavlova award.

Recreation Aotearoa is
the professional body that
represents the recreation
industry in New Zealand.
At their national
conference in Rotorua
recently, our Council was
awarded with the Parks

Our Parks and Reserves Officer
Sue Costello.

Week 2021 Marketing Award. “Our Community Facilities

Council deliberates
Long Term Plan

Our Council met last week and held deliberations on

the Long Term Plan (LTP) to discuss the feedback we
received on our proposals during the public consultation
in March-April and make decisions on projects, services
and budgets for the next 10 years.

These decisions are now being analysed for their impact
on rates and the final LTP is scheduled to be adopted

on 30 June. Watch our Council website, subscribe to our
email newsletters, and like and follow us on Facebook
(see the bottom of this page for details) for the details on
the LTP. tcdc.govt.nz/longtermplan2021

Kerbside rubbish and recycling
collections are a day later this week
because of Monday’s Queen’s Birthday
public holiday

tcdc.govt.nz/kerbside

e oa A5

Paper & Aluminium Only Plastic
Cardboard i APA]
& tin cans FARSTERN
Discard lids and rinse
[ plastic item clean.

(Other numbers, or no

number, put in the rubbish.)

Team, including our Libraries staff, put a huge amount of

effort into creating events and programmes for the week
that required a lot of planning and a high attention to
detail, and were very well received by the public,” says
our Community Facilities Manager Derek Thompson.
Parks Week is an annual event involving events and
activities to celebrate the vital role parks play in creating

liveable towns and thriving communities. Parks Week ran

from 6-14 March this year and included cycle awareness
workshops, cemetery tours, children’s activities such as

fairy door finding in Thames and Whitianga, selfie frames

and much more.

tcdc.govt.nz/parksweek2021

RED-gistered yet?

Dog registrations are
due by 31 July
tcdc.govt.nz/dogs

A word from the Board Chairperson,
Strat Peters

“Keep on checking out the pedestrian
space on Mary Street in the centre

of Thames. There are some great

new additions, including the mural
wrapped around the container HQ and another
mural on the back wall of the Stirling Sports building
— both by local artists. There are some great events
coming up, so I'd encourage people to come along
and enjoy them and make use of the space.”
strat.peters@council.tcdc.govt.nz

Brown Street toilet upgrade - The old toilet block
has been removed and the new facility, designed in
a heritage look to fit into this historic part of Thames
is being installed. The new toilet, co-funded by the
government’s Tourism Infrastructure Fund, should
be finished by early July. tcdc.govt.nz/tif

Thames War Memorial Civic Centre - The foyer
and conference room are having new floor coverings
installed this month.

Porritt Park Playground — Adjustable secure straps
have been reinstated on the blue accessible swing
allowing small children through to young people
and their caregivers to enjoy inclusive play. The
ladder to the Climby Shifter playground item has
been replaced under warranty and is now back in
action. And, Hoppy the Grasshopper is currently ‘on
holiday’ getting a ‘new leg’ — he will be back soon.

JHAMES

«.COROMANDEL &
- DISTRICT,COUNCIL

SHOWCASING OUR ARTISTS AT
BRERVE ##eCfrbe

Local artists are

taking centre-stage in the
next phase of our Create
the Vibe project to
invigorate the Thames
town centre.

The project aims to create
a shared civic hub to
encourage foot traffic and
a vibrant town centre. It
is 90 per cent funded by
Waka Kotahi/NZTA and
10 per cent via Thames
Ward ratepayers.

A mural by local artist
Rick Fisher has now
been added to the
project’s HQ container
in Pollen Street.

A second mural by another local artist, Kylie
Gunn, has been painted on the back of the
Stirling Sports building.

Kylie Gunn mural in progress
1 June 2021

Other local artists will contribute work to fill the
remaining blank planters in the Create the Vibe project
space. Watch them in action on Saturday 12 June from
12-1:30pm. Live music and free face painting.

Inspiring our creative kids

The CREATE kids’ club is held every Sunday from
1pm - 3pm to encourage and inspire our young and
developing artists.

tcdc.govt.nz/createthevibethames

Community Board Grants

tede govi.ne/chgrants ‘

Each Community Board area has a contestable

grants pool to encourage and support not-for-profit
organisations that have a positive impact on the
community. Applications for our Council’s Community
Board grant funding are open from 1 July — 31 July 2021.
Find out more tcdc.govt.nz/cbgrants

HALKARK] CORURANDEL
BLUSIMESS AWARDS

Applications open until Wednesday 30 June 2021
haurakicoromandelbusiness awards.co.nz

www.coromandel.govt.nz

customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames, Phone: 07 868 0200
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Travel agent still
stuck in Covid-19
‘nightmare’

By KELLEY TANTAU

ravellers making up for lost

time are booking them-
selves in for a two-week stay
on a tropical island, marking a
slow and steady return to inter-
national tourism.

But travel agents are still feel-
ing the pinch of the pandemic,
with one saying that while
some businesses begin to move
on, they are still stuck in the
Covid-19 “nightmare”.

Jo Robinson, the co-owner of
helloworld Travel in Thames,
said the tourism and travel in-
dustry continued to struggle,
one year since the country ex-
ited lockdown restrictions on
June 9, 2020.

“I think 90 per cent of indus-
tries have overcome the finan-
cial stress Covid put on them,
and some of them are actually
now better off than they were
pre-Covid, except the tourism
and travel industry,” she said.

“We're still living the Covid
nightmare.”

Jo said it had been really
challenging having no govern-

ment support, apart from the
12-week subsidy last year. They
were still also trying to get fam-
ilies reunited.

“We're still sending the odd
person overseas and still trying
to get people back.

“One is going back to England
in July, and I've been working
with them for a year.

‘Some [industries]
are actually now bet-
ter off than they were
pre-Covid, except the

tourism and travel indus-
try. We're still living the

Covid nightmare.

- Jo Robinson

Another was one of my first
clients who came in after lock-
down, trying to bring his family
back to New Zealand. It’s been
14 months of us trying to get his
family back.”

However, the opening of the
Cook Island travel bubble in
May, in which travellers could
fly to and from the Cook Islands
quarantine-free, was a blessing

U[‘*JI%*'\."‘*-F‘LD
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helloworld Travel’s Jo Robinson said it’s been a slow start to international travel, but there is, at least, a ‘light at the

end of the tunnel’.

for the industry, she said.

“After the Cook Island bubble
was announced, we were crazy
busy for the next two weeks.

“Our first clients that flew out
last Saturday to Rarotonga are
off on a two-week holiday, and
I've got another lot going out
for a two-week holiday this Sat-
urday.

People are going for longer
and are excited and are count-
ing down their sleeps.”

However, travel to Aus-
tralia was moving at a slower
pace - although people travel-

ling across the ditch for sports
games or live shows was prov-
ing popular.

Jo said the timeline to travel
returning to total normality
was like shifting goalposts, but
at least there was “light at the
end of the tunnel now”.

Her Pollen St agency still
operates between the Covid-
reduced hours of gam-2.30pm,
Monday to Friday, with four
staff working part-time.

They can help people redeem
their airfare credit, plan a holi-
day, and navigate the “chal-

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

lenging” policies, declarations
and regulations that now came
with international travel.

“That support is key because
we’ve had people in recently
that booked things online but
were struggling with connec-
tions on the phone, or changing
things.

“People need that peace of
mind, and they need reassur-
ance that there is going to be
someone to help them.”

Jo can be contacted at
thames@helloworld.co.nz  or
on 07 868 9260.
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wwer- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
h WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2.0Ltr Auto, 7 Seats,
Top Example

2008 Mazda Axela
5 Speed, Alloys,
Drives Mint

2006 Honda Stepwagon

$7,990

Auto, diesel, 4WD,
7-seat, Top example

2014 Range Rover

2.0 Ltr, 20” Alloys,
Superb SUV

LEYLAND STOWE

2013 Ssangyong Rexton

516,990

Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2007 Honda CRV

2.4Lt Auto, 2WD,

— Popular SUV, ==
TR Great Buy at ’.
% o o Lg=a

2014 Ford Fiesta
NZ New, Auto, Turbo
Sport, Stunning Ca )

A

$8,990

2014 Ssangyon Acyton Sports
Manual, Diesel, D/Cab,

Towbar, Racks,
Top Condition

2015 Cherry J11
1.6Ltr Auto, 7 Speed,
High Spec, 40km, .=
Like New :

Just
$19,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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WHAT’S ON

Email your community event or club or group notice to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz by noon Thursday the week before publication.
Listings are published at the editor’s discretion and may be edited. Clubs and groups are responsible for keeping listings up to date.

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 13: Gliss Harp Quartette: at
St Georges Church, Thames, at
2pm. Tickets at the door or at Car-
son’s Bookshop.

June 19-20: Songs for Solstice: St
George’s Community Choir, with
Jono Dunlop and Michael Bell. St
George’s Church, tickets at the
door or at Carson’s Bookshop.
June 25: Thames High School Mu-
sic Students: Free Concert at St
George’s, 12:15pm.

June 26: Shave 4 Starship: Ngatea
Volunteer Fire Brigade from 3pm
at the Ngatea Fire Station. Get in-
volved and fundraise.

July 3-10: Thames Music and Dra-
ma presents Peter Pan & the Me-
dallion’s Secret, at Thames Civic
Centre, July 3 -10.

July 4: Renaissance meets
Jazz: Denise Norton concert, St
George’s Church, Thames, 2pm,
www.thamesmusicgroup.com.
August 13-15: 150 Years of
Thames Rugby: Thames Rugby &
Sports Club, Rhodes Park, catch
up function, invitational game
and celebration dinner. www.trsc.
co.nz/150years.

August 21: Thames Valley Chess
Championship: at the Thames
Civic Centre Conference Room,
Mary St. Must be level one to play.
Free entry.

September 12: Trail Trilogy: Run
or walk in five events on the Hau-
raki Rail trail, from 10km to 140km.
More info: www.trailtrilogy.com.
October 5: Hotel California The Ea-
gles Experience: A live concert and
stage show saluting the extraordi-
nary talent and timeless catalogue
of The Eagles. Thames War Memo-
rial Civic Centre, 8pm. Tickets: event-
finda.co.nz.

October 16: Ngatea Garage Sale:
Thousands flock to Ngatea to find a
bargain. Main street, Ngatea, 9am to
2pm.

LOCAL MARKETS
Kaiaua Seaside Market: at The Boat-

ing Club, Kaiaua, 9-1pm, last Sunday
of the month. Ph 027 489 7850
Karangahake Hall Market: Fourth
Saturday of the month, 9am-2pm, 12
Crown Hill Rd. Ph 027 678 2035
Paeroa Car Boot Market: First and
third Saturdays of the month, 101
Normanby Rd, weather permitting.
Ph 07 862 7833

Thames Market: Every Saturday in
Grahamstown, 8am to 12pm.

Turua Market: Third Sunday of the
Month at Turua Hall, 9am to 1pm. Ph
027 696 7644

COMMUNITY CONTACTS

Classical Music Club: Kim Reid, Ph 07
862 3839

Corinthian Masonic Lodge, Thames:
Colin, Ph 07 868 8196 or 021 259 6699
Craft Market: Lynette Mapson, Ph 027
617 4470

Diabetic Support Group: Thames
Hauraki, Barry Young Ph 07 868 6353
Goldfields Women'’s Institute: Ph 07
868 8984

Hauraki Bowling Club Mangatarata:
Pene Koch, Ph 07 867 3380
Hauraki Cardiac Support
Thames: Ph 07 868 6148
Hauraki Country Music Club: Tina
Haakma, Ph 07 868 3443

Hauraki Golf Club: Len Cameron, Ph
07 867 7660

Hauraki Plains Co-operating Parish:
Jane, Ph 027 471 4654

Hauraki Plains Diabetic Support Club:
Ryan Corr, Ph 07 868 8551

Hauraki Plains Lioness Club: Jill McIn-
tosh, Ph 07 867 7373

Hauraki Plains Rural Show: Sonia, Ph
027 431 5825

Hauraki Plains St John: Call or pop
into the Op Shop, Ph 07 867 8073
Hauraki Plains Youth Cricket: Anna
Dodunski, Ph 027 466 4126

Hauraki RSA Memorial Club: Ph 07
867 7898 (evg) or 07 867 7301
Hauraki Vintage Machinery Club: Ph
07 867 7281

Jig Saw Puzzle Library: Mangatarata,
Ph 07 867 3250

Kerepehi Brass Band: Rowan Garrett,
Ph 07 867 6762

Club

Kerepehi/Paeroa Indoor Bowls: Ph
027 418 4300

Kerepehi Women’s Institute: Ph 07
867 6002 or 07 868 8582

Mahjong: Nola Walker, Ph 07 867
7301

Music and Movement: Suzanne, Ph
027 337 2544

NAAM: move, create, meditate: 11am
-12.30 Tuesdays, Thames.

Leigh, Ph 027 497 8601

Ngatea Badminton: Jenny Adams, Ph
07 867 3028

Ngatea Chinwag Cafe: 10am-12 Tues-
days, parish hall, Darlington St
Ngatea Community Garden: Jane, Ph
07 867 7245

Ngatea Garden Circle: Alice Douglas
on 07 867 7463

Ngatea Indoor Bowling Club: Ph 07
867 6082 or 07 867 8015

Ngatea Lions Club: Bruce Foster, Ph
021 043 9280

Ngatea Playcentre: President, Ph 027
327 5536

Ngatea Pony Club: Nicky Hamblyn, Ph
07 867 7078

Ngatea Scouts: Kim Donaldson, Ph 07
867 7350

Ngatea Women’s Institute:
Walker, Ph 07 867 7301

Nola

. i & i
The Gliss Harp Quartette will perform at St Georges Church, Thames
onJune 13 at 2pm.

NZ Red Cross Thames: Betty Sutcliffe,
Ph 07 868 6148

NZ Society of Genealogists Thames:
Pam French, Ph 07 868 6492

Paeroa Citizens Advice Bureau: Tues-
days/Thursdays 10am-1pm, Ph 07 862
8093

Paeroa Community Programmes: Ph
07 862 9129

Paeroa Drop In: Every Tuesday
9.30am-12.30, St John Rooms

Paeroa Grey Power: Secretary Gail
Locke, Ph 07 862 6256

Paeroa Society of Arts: paeroaartso-
ciety@gmail.com

Paeroa Walking Group: 9am Mon
Wed Fri, Elaine Lally, Ph 07 862 8409
Probus: Jill McIntosh, Ph 07 867 7373
Runner Runner Poker Club: Thurs-
days, 6.30pm at Punters Bar.
Scrapbooking: Pam Tonks, Ph 07 867
7780

Solarpunk Aotearoa: John McKeow-
en, Ph 021 063 5483

St Paschal’s Catholic Church: Ph 07
867 7401 and 07 867 7056

Tai-Chi exercise Kaiaua: Stacy, Ph 09
576 3705

Tasty Books & Wine Tasting: Anne, Ph
07 867 3367

Thames 50+ Cycle Group: Chris, Ph

0274 998 159

Thames Bonanza Club: Meets third
Thursday of month, Ph 07 868 6673
Thames Chin Wag Cafe: Mondays
12.30pm to 2pm, 608 Queen St
Thames Continuing  Education:
Fourth Wednesday of month, Ph 021
564 339

Thames Creative Fibre Group: Dana
Catley, Ph 07 868 7310

Thames Croquet Club: Dennis Karl,
Ph: 07 868 2423

Thames Dahlia Club: Paul Silvester,
Ph 07 868 9346

Thames Hauraki Parents Centre:
Meike, Ph 07 867 3163
Thames-Hauraki Scottish Country
Dance Club: Ph 07 280 0631

Thames Heritage Network: Margaret
Cropp, Ph 07 868 1024

Thames Lions Club: Ph 07 868 9873
or email: pandb@xtra.co.nz

Thames Menz & Womenz Shed: Tony
Winter, Ph 027 290 0023

Thames PickleBall Club: Tuesdays,
10-11am, Ph 027 290 0023

Thames Probus Club: Meets second
Tuesday of month, Ph 07 868 5573
Thames Rotary Club: Warren Sly, Ph
021772351

Thames Ruby Redz Red Hatters:
Ngaire Potter, Ph 07 868 3421
Thames Senior Indoor Bowls: Tues-
days 9.30am - 12pm, St James Hall.
Ph Val, 021 054 2337

Thames Tennis Club: Maree, Ph 027
217 1682

Thames Toastmasters Club: Ph 027
296 8585

Thames Valley Adult Riding Club:
Helen Pooley, Ph 021 233 1245
Thames Valley Zonta Club: Pam Har-
sant, Ph 027 495 5583

Totally Thames Inc: Deb MacDonald
Brown, Ph 027 228 8011

Tramping in Thames area: www.
sporty.co.nz/kauaerangatramping-
club

Turua Playcentre: Estelle, Ph 027 371
8511

Turua Scouts: Leanne Scott, Ph 027
329 7887 or 07 867 8388

Women’s Loan Fund: Cara, Ph 07 868
7820

study computing

opportu

personal use

the internet

Phone: 0800 2 Wintec ext. 3538
Email: thamesinfo@wintec.ac.nz
www.wintec.ac.nz/regional

[ [ d employment
Build your confidence an
4 nities with our SPACE ¢

+ Build confidence emailing and using

Course Details

« Learn to use Microsoft applications .
Start date: Ongoing throughout

« Enhance keyboarding and typing skills
» Create documents for professional and

the year

own time

Thames

*Free for NZ Citizens and Permanent Residents aged 16 years or over.

f@Wintec

omputing course.

Length of course: Learn in your

Hours: Variable hours (self-paced)
up to 30 hours per module
Location: 414 Queen Street,

Snowden’s

- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated for over 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, Coromandel
Ph: 07 868 7056 * www.snowdensmenwear.co.nz

Contact me anytime
0800 550 330

mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz
0 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson,
614 Pollen St, Thames.

Scott Simpson

MP for Coromandel
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Creat1v1ty sessions hone

e

By KELLEY TANTAU

he woman behind the new

aptly named ‘The Creativ-
ity Sessions’ in the centre of
Thames wants people to rein-
vigorate their artistic instinct.

Deb Brock has run creativ-
ity workshops for two decades,
and said everybody had the
ability to be expressive.

“If you think you’re not crea-
tive, that’s not true. Every hu-
man is creative and it comes
out in different ways,” she said.

“Art is a very personal thing,
and it’s unique to every indi-
vidual.”

Deb, who runs workshops at
Artsider, one of the vocational
spaces of the Supported Life
Style Hauraki Trust, said there
was a huge gap in the Thames
community in terms of crea-
tivity sessions for the general
public.

So, The Creativity Sessions
was born, and now provided a
space where people could “gen-
erally just chill and be creative
for a couple of hours”, she said.

The first few sessions have
been located in the back room
of Nectar, but from Thursday,
June 17, Deb will run the ses-
sions from one of the upstairs
rooms at the old Post Office in
the centre of Pollen St.

The two-hour sessions could
be based around art forms such
as painting, drawing, sewing,
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| Deb Brock says new Creativity Sessions aim to fill a gap in the

]

|| arts sector of the Thames community.

A0 100 FLO IO
knitting, printmaking, sculp-
ture, and stitching.

There was at this stage one
morning and one afternoon
session every Thursday, with
the possibility of an evening
session being established if the
interest was there, Deb said.

“The way I'm viewing the ses-
sions is that the people who

1N on artlstlc Instincts

1
1|
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I
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|
|
|

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

come to them would almost

treat it like how they go to yoga
once a week. The Creativity
Sessions are the same really; it
could be the one thing they do
that week that is about them.”
Deb said there was some
structure around the sessions,
but it was not an “art class”;
however, high quality materi-

als were provided for use on the
day.

“I often use the analogy of
making a cake: if I gave you re-
ally awful flour and sugar and
rancid butter and said ‘make
a nice cake’, could you make a
nice cake?

“It’s the same with materi-
als,” she said. “With art and

creativity, you need good mate-
rials to produce something that
you like.”

DETAILS: The Creativity Sessions
run on Thursdays, from 10am-
12pm, and 1pm-3pm, and hold a
maximum of eight people. It costs
$25 per session which includes
teas, coffees, materials and tu-
toring.

Possum Merino Gloves
Hats & Scarves

Alpaca Scarves
New Marino Wraps

« Cushions « Wall Art
* Handbags & Accessories
* MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

» Gold Card Discounts

Glorious FOOD  Glwrisus COFFEE

——..——

PHONE O7 867 7157

+ Jewellery

* Loyalty Cards

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

PL1117003

New Mitsubishi ASX 2019 Suzuki SX4

e 2017 LDV T60

Luxury 4x4 d/c ute, Prestige
$ Limited Numb === top spec,
27,990 imited Numbers 24 00k N1ZOE$\{\;
05 s

j}g $31,995 $26,995
or finance or finance
, 2018 Mitsubishi {5 s —— 2005 Mitsubishi
The Valley Profile will be running Outlander | "'J:"I\__..k N Triton
an arts page every 2nd montbh. If NZ new, ~‘ 3 . petrol, NZ new

_you are interested in supporting . 7255?1:'8;
* this page, please contact:Nikki $28,995 $12,995
for more information. There ar’ or finance or finance

limited spaces available.

0221303885
nlkkl@valleyproflle co.nz

rofile

Saunders Mitsubishi 0800 11 11 10

201 Pollen St - www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963 Paul Saunders 021 220 0098

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS
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Trees planted
for Arbor Day

A three-day tree planting
or Arbor Day in Paeroa

saw helpers of all ages get
their hands dirty for the
Aorangi Millennium For-
est. Organised by Paeroa
Streamcare, and with $5000
in financial backing from
Waikato Regional Coun-
cil’'s Environmental Initia-
tives Fund, the event saw
around 350 trees planted
in and around the gully off
Aorangi Rd. The first day of
the planting on June 3 was
attended by students from
Tirohia School, Goldfields
School and Paeroa Playcen-
tre, as well as district coun-
cillor Carol Daley, Waikato
Enviroschools’ Ruairi Kelly,
and other Millennium For-
est kaitiaki. Reporter KELLEY
TANTAU saw the hard work
unfold.

ABOVE: The ‘Tirohia Empire’ take [%
« awell-deserved break during a
busy day of tree planting.

LEFT: Aidan Chandler, right, from
Tirohia School helps collect the
mulch.

BELOW LEFT: Harper Sandford
with spade in hand.

1 BELOW: Casey Jones from Paeroa
Playcentre helps put a stake in
the ground.

. RIGHT: Xanthe Starr gets stuck
into planting a tree.
Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

ForR CARTING OF

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire _ Suppliers of Mangatangi River
r e s ROCk
_ Decorative Stones & Drainage
> Metal - TSN T " A4 i » Sand Shell
- i, 4 2 s | Palm Kernal
> Supplierg. of Hay Silage & o . = ' Fertiliser
Maize Silage : -

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

.-r-u-:.# All Grades of Metal

T & A MCWATTERS LT SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD
PHonNE Tim 027 278 5384 PHONE GARY 027 227 3396
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Rural’

The farming sector has developed a
new wintering checklist and win-
ter grazing plans designed to help
farmers make practical written plans
for winter.

The advice is in line with new guide-
lines recently released by MPIL.

The resources are now available
from industry bodies DairyNZ, Beef
+ Lamb New Zealand and Federated
Farmers. A comprehensive winter
grazing plan is also available through
the Ministry for Primary Industries
(MPI).

The new wintering checklist helps
farmers assess whether they are pre-
pared for winter and highlight any
potential gaps.

The checklist is supported by oth-
er new initiatives, such as webinars,
workshops and regular information
from industry bodies collaborating
on advice to farmers to ensure it is
co-ordinated and consistent.

DairyNZ farm performance general
manager Sharon Morrell encourages
farmers to make use of the new re-
sources, as it helped take the right
steps to continuing to lift winter graz-
ing standards.

“Planning for winter and wet
weather now is important to deliver
good outcomes when adverse weath-
er arrives,” she said.

“Farmers will begin moving stock
on to crops in the next few weeks,
so now is the critical time to ensure
all plans are in place for the months
ahead. We are all committed to lift-
ing winter grazing performance and
using a wintering checklist and prac-
tical plan helps farmers and graziers
to do that.”

In addition, DairyNZ’s new winter
grazing plan provides step-by-step

A el e S
New winter checkhst released

DairyNZ farm performance general manager
Sharon Morrell encourages farmers to make
use of the new resources. Photo: SUPPLIED

strategies for paddock set-up and
grazing management for immediate
focus this winter. This includes pro-
tecting critical source areas and wa-
terways, bale placement, back fenc-
ing and having a wet weather contin-
gency plan.

Beef + Lamb New Zealand will also
be delivering a series of winter graz-
ing workshops around the country.

The sector has also recently

launched a wintering hotline for any
concerns or complaints. If anyone
sees something that doesn’t look
right, they can call the wintering hot-
line on 0800 FARMING. The hotline
is supported by Federated Farmers,
Beef + Lamb New Zealand and Dair-
yNZ and calls are confidential.
More information at Beef + Lamb: www.
beeflambnz.com/wintergrazing, Dair-
yNZ: www.dairynz.co.nz/wintering, or
www.mpi.govt.nz.

Paeroa Auto Electrical

e Auto Air Conditioning
e Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,
RVs and more
e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

"

< HONDA

HD™

- B

HAURAKI PLAINS

MOTORS LTD

HOMN DA

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Cowsheds, Feedpads, Bunker Roofs

Call us to arrange a visit to discuss your needs
Now is the Time to Plan

Come in
before
June 16th
to see the
SPECIALS
ry available on
#9 [Honda bikes
S & power

products

Hauraki Plains Motors

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121
Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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Main Road, Kopu, THAMES

Ph: 07 868-9660

Emergency Service: 0274 976 356

Valley Tyre Services
Cnr Station & Tawa Rds PAEROA

Ph: 07 862-7767

PL0514008

4 Wheel Alignment Services
& ATV Tyres
4 Alloy and Chrome Performance Mag Wheels
4 1 Hour Puncture Repairs
4 24 Hour Callout Service

www.advantagetyres.com

Hydraulink
Thames

For all your Electrical
Requirements 24/7

Specialist in all
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road,

Hauraki Plains

Tel: (07) 867-5196
Mobile: 027 270 2804

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

24/7
MOBILE
== SERVICE

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

* Hydraulic hose & fittings
* Breakdown services 24/7
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Qils

* Ram repairs & servicing
* General Engineering

E— Y Y

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

00%

[
ERlE

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

SPORTS RESULTS

Email sports results and/or photos to
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz one week
before publication

The winning Paeroa team: Gary
Barbour, left, Pat Beven, Paul Cornish
and Mac Miller. Photo: SUPPLIED

Members of the Paeroa Bowling Club had
a successful day playing in the Whyteline
Tournament at the Kerepéhi Links on May
27. The greens on the day played well for
the two Paeroa teams, who finished the
tournament in the grass section of the tour-
nament with a first and third placing. Thirty
six teams competed on both the grass and
synthetic rinks with Paeroa being dominant

on the grass. The winning Paeroa team was
Mac Miller, lead, Gary Barbour, two, Pat
Beven at three and Paul Cornish, skip. The
team consisting of Royce McMurtrie, Rob
Neale, Lois Curd, skipped by Arthur Thor-
burn finished in third place. Paeroa Bowls
are hoping to compete regularly during the
winter season at Kerepéhi, Te Aroha and
Thames rinks.

Firstly, thank you to those who have donated
cat food, this is truly appreciated. We have been
blessed with lovely financial blessings from our
Facebook page, which gave us a little more in the
kittys’ kitty to tide us over.

New to the centre are a mother cat and her
kittens. The mum is still aloof and refusing to
socialise, her chunky, tabby son is dual natured
and we have concerns about his cattitude. While
we can pick up and handle him, his unpredict-
able swat and swipe at you is of major concern,
which is not something we have ever had to deal
with to this degree. His sister is completely op-
posite, turns herself inside out and purrs hard
out. It’s really a difficult situation for us as his
behaviour is totally unwelcomed and not re-
homeable but we will continue as we are in the
hope he turns into a purrbaby. However, what
made this harder for mother and kittens was the

Animal rescue centre donations appreciated

kittens were born in a garden and left too long
in the wild, which means socialisation is hard-
er and takes far longer. This is the hard part of
rescue and rehabilitation for them. Meanwhile,
rescue cat Lizzy has total adoration and love for
Wiki, who is her pal and mate, and Cinders has
been socialising throughout the house. Her high
level of trust in us is pretty overwhelming as she
has never let us pick her up and carry her, so to
do so is a massive step forward and she has en-
joyed being out and about free rein, something
she rejected earlier on over the past year.

Unfortunately, our Queen’s Birthday garage
sale was cancelled this year, so any financial
blessings would be a massive help, with dona-
tions of canned cat food, sardines, salmon, and
pet milk all appreciated.

Any enquiries: Ph 07 868 2907.

- Alice and John Parris
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carsons

BOOKSHOP#1906

MISSING

eek

The latest
instalment
in the

phenomenal
The

Seven Sisters
series.
Full series

in store.

600 Pollen St, Thames
07 868 6301

www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

big in the Valley.

Valley Education & Training welcomes
all new farmers and their families to the district.

The backbone of the country continues the hard slog through these rough times
as usual and it is appreciated.
In a recent survey, it was noted that 60% of New Zealanders have a positive
attitude towards agriculture — one wonders what the other 40% eat.
At Valley Education & Training, we operate a number of Agriculture programmes,
from entry level to more advanced, along with mechanical engineering,
retail among others.

If you have employees that need to upskill, or perhaps you
want to continue your own upskilling journey, we have a one- |
day-a week agriculture Level 3 programme that can be done
between milkings or during the dry off period. This programme
is FREE. Among our other free programmes is our new Te Mahi
Whenua offering 15 week skills based training.

We are a “for farmers, taught by farmers” education provider.
Valley Education: we might be small but we are

We also offer free transport throughout the Waihi, Paeroa, Kerepehi,
Ngatea and Thames areas.
All the best for your new venture and remember,
farmers are outstanding in their field.

Call 07 8687892 or call and txt 027 314 1577

|
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O M Asking Price $625,000 | Asking Price $725,000
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Phone for a Private Viewing Phone for a Private Viewing Phone for a Private Viewing

ATararu, 211 Robert Street AThames, 611 Richmond Street AThames, 704 Richmond Street
BEbownload infopack: www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136887/ BEbownload infopack: www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136890/ Blbownload infopack: www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136883/

(22 &2
Phone for a Private Viewing Phone for a Private Viewing

AThames, 722 Mount Pleasant Road 4 Managatarata, 249 SHWY 27
BEbownload infopack: www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136891/ BEbownload infopack: www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136882/

The Full Real Estate Service | (07) 868 9773 | 701A Pollen Street | trinitynetwork.co.nz

&

TRINITY

N E T W O R K

PROPERTY MANGAGEMENT

WE market your property YOU go on holiday
WE filter and select the best tenants YOU go fishing

WE complete property inspections YOU go to the beach
WE ensure timely rental payments YOU go shopping
WE take care of any broken pipes YOU enjoy life

We also offer tailormade packages to suit

Adrienne Crawford

il M: 027 2984114
w8 E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Amy Bustard

. M: 027 2626177
" E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Property Management | (07) 8689773 | 701A Pollen Street | trinitynetwork.co.nz
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THAMES VALLEY

BREMATD RY

LTD.

Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST
Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa,

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz

DIRECT CREMATION

SUPPORT

LOCAL

Ngatea $2700 incl GST

CONTACT: 07 868 6003

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets

— Visit the website:

foreverpets.co.nz
[

for further information.
Forever

‘

SUPPORT
LOCAL

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes

Pets

you get back belong to

Crematorium

PET CREMATORIUM your pet and only your pet.
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EASY

MEDIUM

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Smudge (5)

4 Be fond of sugary
foods (4,1,5,5)

14 Push down on (5)
15 Proverb (5)

16 Fat used for making
pastry (10)

17 Trunk (5)

19 Zero (3)

20 Insult (7)

21 Alertness, care (9)
22 Obstructs (6)

25 Exclamation (9)
27 Ceremony (6)

28 Emergency (6)

33 Make in three
copies (10)

35 Facial twitch (3)
36 Type of horse cab
(6)

37 Family (4)

39 Be in debt (3)

41 Wool fat (7)

42 Stress (6)

43 Baby'’s seat (9)

44 Worn, shabby (5)
45 Stinginess (8)

50 Dad (2)

51 Card game (8)

55 Donor (5)

58 Lancaster (anag)(9)
59 Alternative (6)

60 Butt holder (7)

61 Rascal (3)

63 Narrow opening (4)
64 One-sided (6)

65 Extinguished (3)
66 Friendless isolation
(10)

68 Call off (6

69 Actor’s stand -in (6)
71 Assent to without
protest (9)

76 Weak (6)

77 Occupied (9)

79 Surgeon’s blade (7)
81 Old measure of
length, about 45 inches
(3)

84 Point in question (5)
85 Nominal leader (10)
86 Legitimate (5)

87 Theme (5)

88 Accept or reject with
no other choice being
possible (4,2,2,5,2)

89 Wobbly dessert (5)
DOWN

2 Amend (6)

3 Wrath (5)

5 Throbbing pain (4)

6 Inconsistent and
unpredictable (7)

7 Turned obliquely (6)
8 Decree (5)

9 Harbour vessel (7)
10 Sworn statement (4)
11 Exhilarate (6)

12 Hard-wearing
trousers (5)

13 Ineffectual (7)

14 Exploded grain (7)
18 Vacillating (10)

23 Canoe (5)

24 Sexually
provocative (7)

26 Tropical cyclone (7)
27 ltalian cheese (7)
29 Dried grape (7)

30 Fold mark (6)

31 Knife-sharpening
rod (5)

32 Puma (6)

34 Engrave with acid
“4)

36 Large and heavy
®)

38 Effrontery (5)

40 Cover on a healing
cut (4)

45 Money resources
(5)

46 Sell to bidders (7)
47 Front part (4)

48 Filter out (6)

49 Stay clear of (5)
50 Suggest (7)
52 Bankruptcy (
53 Of plants (7)
54 Polish port (6
55 Scottish city (
56 Announce (5)
57 Fencing sword (4)
62 Muzzle (5)

67 EEC ring (anag)(7)
68 Sadism (7)

70 Advantage (7)

72 Russian playwright
7

73 American state (6)
74 Savage (6)

75 Domestic servant
(6)

76 Aircraft wing parts
(5)

78 Portend, bode (5)
80 Permission (5)

82 Used to be (4)

83 Cab (4)

10)

)
7)

EASY
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/Richardsons

Ngatea / Rural

/Richardsons

Paeroa

266 Piako Road, Turua Offers Over $550,000

Situated on a quiet side road in a great location on the Hauraki Plains you will find this nice tidy 3 bedroom
home set on a large 3670m2 partially fenced section. The bedrooms are all doubles and the living areas are
bathed in sunlight. Cosy outdoor decking & covered parking for 2 vehicles.

RN1375 - AVALON PASCOE 0275 689 707 -3 el =1

6520 State Highway 26, Paeroa $650,000

3 Bedroom home on 3,241m2 (more or less) section with fenced paddock. New carpet and drapes, renovated
bathroom and toilet. Lovely rural outlook. Spacious double garage with attached room. Established trees along
road frontage.

RRP218 - KEVIN FATHERS 027 279 9800 =3l e =1

4 Black Rock Way, Paeroa
PRICE REDUCED

-

""-‘q*l'h-&-.......____

$620,000

Low maintenance townhouse with room for your motorhome / caravan. Stratum Freehold title. Features open
plan, well appointed bathroom and two bedrooms. A natural palette, large windows and a single internal access
garage. NB: Occupants must be 55+ years and Body Corporate fees apply.

RG1913 - NATASHA DAWSON 027 200 6608 —_2 o el 1l =1

PAEROA

07 862 7888
54 Belmont Road

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz

NGATEA

07 867 7800
33 Orchard Road

ngatea@richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

/Richardsons

Thames

David Trebilcock
027 641 8556

Philip Judd
027 4497132

Kathy Muir
027 3344 600

368 Thames Coast Road, Thornton Bay By Negotiation

This beautifully refurbished home with uninterrupted views, offers spacious living, three double bedrooms, three
outdoor entertainment areas and large double garage with exquisite hobby room above which can become a
guest suite for family, guests or B&B'rs. Sunroom and front covered deck offers sunset views over the Firth.

RT5628 — ER R — YN I

119 Regent Heights, Thames $780,000
e i

This lovely home is wonderfully positioned to make the most of the bush & sea views and allows you to enjoy
privacy, just minutes from the centre of town. Featuring a great wrap around deck, 3 bedrooms, master with
ensuite, office, sunny nook, fireplace, large attic space and even the Spa Pool stays! A must to view.

RT5634 —ER- T YN NI

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

556 Pollen Street, Thames / 07 868 6978

Gillian Downes
027 464 3886

Jon Standbrook
0211451738

Evelyn Lowry
021 82 83 84

Deadline Sale by 23 June 2021

2

104 Karaka Road, Thames

If you have a positive, can do, attitude then this fantastic opportunity is too good to let slip by. Make no mistake
this home needs a massive amount of work to bring it back to life but don't look at what it is now, look at what it
can be. Centrally located being only a couple of blocks from the Main Street & close to the High School & Hospital.

RT5645 _—4 eyl - ==

18-20 Otuturu Crescent, Ruamahunga Bay

Deadline Sale by 23 June 2021

P RN ST sy

Built in the 1960's the property altogether comprises of a total land area of 2982m2 but is held under 2 separate
titles. The dwelling would benefit to some maintenance & refurbishment so if you are not scared of rolling up
your sleeves and getting the job done then this property is a must view. Peaceful, tranquil and privately set.

RT5641 _— 4 w2 cmp 2 N ]

www.richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008
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Handyman Situations Vacant |Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

PHOTO

SALES

Woodturners
Cafe
in Ngatea are
looking for a
Cafe Assistant
to join our
growing team.
Day shift only.
Variable hours.
Involves one
weekend day.
No experience
required.
Full training given.
Higher than
minimum wage
with graduated
pay scale based
on knowledge.
Contact
Lorraine
Ph 021 246 9376

Mowing, hedges, fenc-
ing, gardening, carpen-
try, painting, retaining
walls, welding, water-
blasting. Work is good
quality and | will not at-
tempt work outside of my
skills. Insured. Dennis
Schuler 022 129 0169

Wanted

Dog sitter and walker
needed for a minimum 1
day per week. Thames.
Ph 027 237 4413

Paeroa Bowling Club
requires a
Contract

Green Keeper
Work involves managing
the bowling green from
September to the end of
April each year.

All applicants
please contact

Paul on 021 0290 1508

Valley Education & Training
is pleased to introduce our new
programme, Te Mahi Whenua, to our
stable of courses. Te Mahi Whenua is a
15 week Level 3 Programme designed to
get people back to the land.

We have designed Te Mahi
Whenua to give you confidence with all
kinds of machinery — quad bikes, two
wheelers, chainsaws, fencing — both wire
and post and rails.

Te Mahi Whenua is what it says: less
classroom time, more time on the land
with hands-on real world learning.
Call us and we’ll sort out
your goals for you.

Ph 07 868 7892

i

Now taking

classifieds

Situations Vacant

WEEKLY

Care Workers wanted
for 2 day shifts and a
sleep over. Thames. Ph
0272374413

022 130 3885

business is seen, you
need to advertise in the
paper that is being read.
Grow your profile

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

For all your
building supplies
Trade welcome

79 Kopu Rd, Thames
Phone 868 0130

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing
o Weedeating
o Hedge & tree trim
o Section clearing
o Gardening

o Rubbish removal

21 307 029

07 862 4809

MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean

Alaine Hedges o New build cloan/clear METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

John Hedges  One off jobs welcome

027 457 2018 {7 851 6619

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz rehartnjte Embra tong

FAMILY WORKER
Paeroa Co-operating Parish
Do you want to make a difference in
our community?

Are you passionate about sharing the
gospel, caring and empathetic?
We can offer a 20 hours per week
contract for a 2-year fixed term
(may be extended).

This opportunity is located in the
impressive community of Paeroa,
central to Coromandel,
Tauranga and Auckland.

For more details and/or a copy of the
job description, please contact
admin@pc.org.nz.
Indications of interest an CV can be

sent before June 30, 2021.

e aCALL THE EXPERTS

BUILDING SUPPLIES

Photographs

owned by the

Valley Profile
are available
for purchase
contact us
today!

Phone

0204 0944 853
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

PO Box 550

Thames 3540

:_14 FUNERAL DIRECTORS |

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

« Traditional and

Bespoke Funerals
o Direct Cremation
o Pre-Planning

Ph: 0800 862 6362

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors
=

LEGAL & BusmEss CONSULTANT

Need help with legal
& court proceeding?

* Quality * Paint « Colour ¢ Advice
* Wallpaper * Accessories
Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts

Ph 868 6644
Susanna Kruger :

Ph: 027 538 9789
E: susannakruger20@gmail.com

MOTORCYCLE

B8 PENINSULA
mm JRCYCLES

I'

www.tabs.net.nz

PLUMBER

BROKEMSHIRE & ROSS

i e FLU S § of s el BPECmLaER

PLUMBER

Laser

PLUMBING * DRAINAGE * GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz
“Covering The Valley”

ANENSIUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE

SPECIALISTS

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,
Farm Bins

SERVICES

Plumbing ¢ Drainlaying
Roofing * Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500
E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.brokensire.co.nz

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

' PORTALOO HIRE _ |

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

PHYSIOTHERAPY

physiotherapy
orthopaedic rehabilitation

BACK & NECK PAIN
SPORTS & WORK INJURIES
POST SURGERY & FRACTURE REHAB
ACUPUNCTURE
Robert Lindsay * Rodney Grant « Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout

www.thamesphysio.co.nz
PLUMBER

Servicing Thames & Surrounding Areas

Contact
Richard Battson
027 666 3606
“For All Your

Plumbing Needs”

WATER FILTRATION

L !

. MOBILE &=
-n.I .i:l_‘ On-5ita Service 0

BALEY = SEFTLLATON « HEVICE P T

Coromandel Sales & Service Call Earle 027 222 8767

[ 9 T S p—————
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As part of a Valley Profile
series, MEGHAN HAWKES
explores our local history by
seeking out stories of life and
death in the Thames Valley

Robert Floyd had com-
pletely vanished. The
distinctive looking man - a
20-year-old African Ameri-
can from Brooklyn, New
York — was one moment
standing near the galley
door of the steamer Patiki
as it loaded cargo and the
next he was gone. There
were several people on deck
at the time he disappeared
but no-one saw Robert go
overboard and no splash
was heard.

It was about 9.45 on a
June morning in 1898 and
the Patiki was alongside
Fisher’s Landing, Nether-
ton, on a run from Paeroa
to Thames. Thomas Mat-
thews, steward, called to
Robert a couple of times
to come to breakfast but
got no answer. Shortly af-
ter loading, the steamer
resumed her trip and a
baffled Thomas started
searching for Robert. Miss
Etta McPeake, a Thames
dressmaker, was feeling
mystified too. When near
the landing, she was sitting
on the deck watching the
men unload a plough whe

she also observed a dog on
the bank. Subsequently she
heard it growl and then to
her astonishment she saw
the animal float past in the
water.

About 12 minutes after
Robert had been missed,
when they had gone down
river about three miles,
Thomas informed the cap-
tain. The captain turned the
steamer around. He sent a
man up the masthead to
ascertain whether he could
see Robert on the bank an-
ywhere, thinking that if he
had fallen off he might have
swum ashore.

When Thomas told Miss
McPeake it was thought
Robert had fallen over-
board she said with alarm:
“Oh! That is what I saw in
the water.” Miss McPeake
pointed out the spot and the
area was dragged for more
than two hours. Dynamite
was discharged after which
they started dragging again.
This time Robert’s body
was found near the spot
indicated. When the Patiki
came into Thames, Consta-
ble Hodgson received the

Waihou River - Junction Wharf, Paeroa.

Photo: SUPPLIED

body and lodged it in the
morgue. Robert had noth-
ing of value on his person
and no property on board
the ship. He had been a
cook on the Patiki for three
weeks and prior to that had
been a cook on the Roto-
mahana. He was a cheer-
ful man on good terms with
everyone on board. He was
single with no relations
in the colony. He could
not swim as far as anyone
knew. Thomas Matthews,
the steward, speculated
Robert had been trying to
shoot pigeons with his cata-
pult and had over reached
and fallen in. Thomas had
looked and couldn’t find the
catapult either. An inquest
found Robert Floyd was ac-
cidentally drowned in the
Waihou River. He was bur-
ied at Shortland cemetery,
his funeral attended by the
employees of the Northern
Steamship Company and
many of the general public.
A Miss Gibson sent a lovely
wreath which was placed
on the coffin of the man
who was there one minute
and gone the next.

Winter Warmth

Advertising feature - June 30

Let our 22,500 readers know how you can keep them warm this
winter. Booking deadline Monday June 21

Contact Nikki 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets

100% LOCALVETS HERETO HELP 24/7

KOPU 07 868 5007 (FARM & PETT)
PAEROA 07 862 729 FARM & PETS
WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030 (FARM & PETS)
WWW.FRANKLINVET .CO.NZ

Features
Single cylinder, 4 Valves, SOHC, 500cc Engine

Aluminium A-arm protectors
3000LBS Winch
Gas assisted rear tip tray

Selectable 2WD/4WD Modes, L-H-N-R range with
lockable diff

Indicators, horn and mirror as standard
Independent adjustable front and rear suspension
Adjustable Hydraulic shock absorbers
Towing capacity - 550kg
Carrying capacity - 230kg

$14,500 inc GST, FITTED WITH
GLASS WINDSCREEN AND WIPER

URLE ool BFS (U3l

REPAIRS AND SERVICING OF ALL MAKES AND MODELS ® PARTS AND ACCESSORIES FOR ROAD-ATV-OFF ROAD
ROAD AND OFF ROAD APPAREL * SUSPENSION SERVICING AND RE-GASSING ® ON SITE SERVICING
320 SH25, ToTARA, THAMES 07 868 6104 021 176 0859

Thames

Pharmacy@

Centre

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street
Thames

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm
(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Ph 07 8685100 — Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Divas of Country Rock

and live band

*Faye Joyce *Karen Davy

and recorded interviews

Paeroa Tennis & Squash Club: Farmers Tournament
Thursday 10 & Friday 11 June

$20 entry fee includes: 1 game on Thursday and
Friday, BBQ & $2 off all drinks on Friday evening
Entries to Bruce Nicol: 021 781 560 or
dogdocfran@paeroa.net.nz or

Julie Richards: 021 724 405 or trtoyota@xtra.co.nz
Paeroa Lunchtime Entertainers Club proudly
presents Kerepehi Brass Band

Friday 18 June, 12 midday,

Paeroa Co-Operating Parish

Bring your lunch and enjoy a lunchtime musical
concert! Koha appreciated - all welcome!

Saturday 26 June, 1.30pm, Paeroa Memorial Hall
Special guest: NZ's premier Dolly Parton

Also performing: *Debz Standen *Kylie Austin

Tickets just $20. All enquiries: 021 247 6789

Commemorating the 1981 Paeroa Floods
Paeroa & District Museum, pictorial display

disappear.

%coming up in Paeroa

Museum open Tuesday - Friday, midday - 3pm,

37 Belmont Rd, Paeroa

This display will be open until October so don't miss
the chance to see it. $3 adults, $1 children

Hauraki District Libraries P
are having an amnesty on overdue fines
That means when you return your overdue

(and really overdue!) books, DVDs or magazines,
the library team will make your overdue fines

=

The last day of the fine amnesty is 30 June 2021.

If you've already returned the items but still have
overdue your account the amnesty will clear those

too, just have a chat with our librarians about it.

Please note that the amnesty does not apply to
rental charges or charges associated with lost or

damaged items.

Ohinemuri Singers...

are up and running again under a talented

and experienced new director - Karl Steven.
Practices are on Thursdays at the
Elim Worship Centre, at 1pm.

They'd love to encourage more members,

To subscribe to our weekly electronic newsletter, the Friday Update, simply go to our facebook page or email Jo.
paeroa.org.nz | enquiries@paeroa.org.nz | 07 862 6999 or 027 605 1858

so pop along, have a listen and find out what they're
all about! For more information contact Norma:
07 862 8721 or normanorma888@gmail.com

Music Tuition

Every Tuesday, 4pm - 5pm,

Paeroa Co-Operating Parish

We teach keyboard, drums, guitar and ukulele
Gold coin donation each week

For more information, please contact Joss:

022 195 6698. All welcome - the more the merrier!

Paeroa Grey Power

Meet on the second Monday of each month,
1.30pm, Paeroa Bible Chapel

Guest speakers each month

Stay on for a lovely afternoon tea and

a chance to chat with members

For more information, please contact

Cameo for Senior Citizens

2nd & 4th Thursday of each month, 2pm - 3.30pm,
Paeroa Bible Chapel

Bowls « Scrabble « Checkers * Fun

« Devotion * Hymn Singing

Afternoon tea provided - all welcome - it's all free!
Paeroa Drop-In every Tuesday from 9.30am,

St John Ambulance meeting room, Paeroa

Have an hour or two or a whole morning to spare?
Come and meet with us for a chinwag, chatter over
a cuppa or join in a game

Look out for our sign in Belmont Road next to
Hauraki District Council offices

No cost... not a club just a friendly group

that would love to meet you

All welcome

Citizens Advice Bureau

Gail: 07 862 6256 Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10am - 1pm, 1 I ,/
Paeroa Probus Club 'S)LJOh” b7U|Id|2ng, Paeroa %\ £
4th Wednesday of each month, 10am, one 07 862 8093 Q?

Paeroa Bible Chapel It’s Not Ok - Are You Ok?

For more information, please contact 0800 456 450 <

Elizabeth: 027 279 5854 www.areyouok.org.nz Q

PARY




16 THE VALLEY PROFILE, June 09, 2021

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Ngatea rugby
field ‘like playing
on concrete’

By KELLEY TANTAU

here’s no need to visit Roto-

rua for its mud baths, we've
got them right here - at Hugh
Hayward Domain.

That’s the belief of Doug Con-
nors, who is hesitant to market
the Ngatea field as a new spa
destination, but the state of
the grounds, especially after
weather events, has left him no
choice.

“We know it’s not the best of
dirt or drainage, we know that
this is the Hauraki Plains, but
we’ve had comments that it’s
one of the worst playing fields
in the Thames Valley,” he said.

Mr Connors is the president
of the Ngatea Rugby and Sports
Club, and on behalf of the codes
who train and play on the field,
made a submission to Hauraki
District Council as part of its
long term plan (LTP) hearings
on May 18-19.

Mr Connors said the club had
been told “multiple times” over
the years the upgrade and re-
pair of the number one field at
the domain would be included
in council’s next LTP; however,
“nothing ever happens, and no

feedback is ever received”.

He told The Profile he un-
derstood council had plans to
make the upgrades in 2025,
but waiting another four years
could be injurious to players
using the field.

“There are ruts from where
the earth has sunk from where
the soak drains have been in-
stalled [and] this is a major
health and safety concern due
to players twisting ankles,” he
said.

“The lack of grass on the field
will be like playing on con-
crete.”

Mr Connors also understood
an irrigator which cost council
around $15,000 has been used
only once since it was pur-
chased five years ago.

The irrigation system was
deemed “not fit for purpose”
and would take around 16-18
hours to irrigate one rugby
field, he said.

There were also no lights on
the grounds, which meant the
junior league had to travel to
Waitakaruru for their evening
games.

Mr Connors was now call-
ing on council to bring forward

Hayward Domain.

any plans to repair the field to
2022. He also asked for a bet-
ter irrigation system and new
lighting.

“Get it so it’s a good playing
field for all codes, not just for
rugby, but for touch rugby and
athletics,” he said.

According to Hauraki District
Council’s parks and reserves
manager Paul Matthews, the
council acknowledged the pur-
chase of the irrigator was “a
mistake”.

They have plans to sell the

unit and replace it with some-
thing more appropriate after
discussions with the Hugh
Hayward Domain Users Com-
mittee.

Mr Matthews also told The
Profile the fields were audited
every six months by a turf con-
sultant, and the consultant had
never referred to their condi-
tion as either “poor or unsafe”.

“In which case, we would
close the field,” Matthews said.
“Having said that, we’re aware
the field will need a complete

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

renovation sometime in the
next few years.”

Council has allowed $50,000
in its draft 2021-31 LTP for the
field’s renovations for 2024-25.

It has deliberated on all the
submissions to its draft 2021-
31 long term plan and, once
it’s adopted, will respond in-
dividually to all submitters on
the outcomes of the points they
have raised.

It’s expected the LTP will be
adopted at a council meeting
on June 23.

WHYTELINE

39 Puke Road | Paeroa
www.whyteline.co.nz

Suzuki Vitara Turbo

= 2WD

$24,995

Honda CR-V
2007
2.4L 4WD
AUTOMATIC
ONLY 56,000kms

$6,995 $26,990 $24,995

990
FINANCE AVAILABLE | TRADE-INS WELCOME

|

Suzuki S-Cross Prestige

| DEMO.

4
y
Suzuki Swift Sport

$28,990

~ AuTtomarTic

2016 2020
PETROL DEMO SPECIAL
1.4L TuRBO SAVE $3000

2005
PETROL
1.6L

Telephone:
07-862 8783

Subaru Impreza

2007
PETROL
1.5L
AUTOMATIC

$6,995 $16,995

Suzuki Vitara Turbo BMW 1 Series 118i M Sport

2018 2016

3G [IMIMACULATE PETROL

1.4L TurRBO AUTOMATIC
AuToMmATIC 2WD 1.5L TURBO

Suzuki Jimny Sierra

2014
PETROL
AWD
AUTOMATIC

Sales Enquiries:

Mark Ross | 021 906 931 Mark Whyte | 021 729 012



