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Pothole repair
stand off puts
public at risk

Large potholes outside the Totara shops are becoming
a health and safety hazard for shoppers and a headache
for business owners as arguments soar over who is re-
sponsible. KELLEY TANTAU reports.

otholes so large they look

like “craters” in a Thames
parking lot have become a
health and safety hazard after a
man fell over one.

But while three businesses
have all shown an interest in
sharing the repair costs, they
were waiting for the NZ Trans-
port Agency to “come to the
party”, though it refutes re-
sponsibility.

Harvinder Singh, the tenant
of the Totara Dairy along State
Highway 25, told The Profile he
had lost custom-
ers over the pot-
holes, which on a
rainy day, looked
“like a swimming
pool”.

He said the ac-
cessway was no
longer safe for
elderly people to
exit their cars and
it was quickly be-
coming a health and safety is-
sue.

Not only that, but people
were pointing the finger at
him and his wife for not doing
something about it.

“We are getting stressed, be-
cause customers will come in
and say: ‘It’s a lake out there,
you need to get your sh*t to-

“We’ve been bat-
tling since we moved
in here about five
years ago to try and
get something done
about it.”

gether’. We have others that
say they don’t want to pull up
over here again,” he said.

“But they don’t realise we
can’t afford to do it all on our
own.”

Mr Singh has owned the busi-
ness since February last year,
but said he did not own the
building or the land it sat on.
He has contacted Waka Kotahi
NZ Transport Agency (NZTA)
about getting the potholes re-
paired.

He believed it was the land-
owner’s re-
sponsibility to
pay for the sur-
face  repairs;
however, he
was willing to
share the cost,
he said.

“It’s not that
I'm running
away from
spending the
money, but I'm only a tenant,
and they can’t expect me to pay
for it all.”

The building’s owner, Kyle
Whisker from Peninsula Mo-
torcycles next door, has also
contacted NZTA about getting
the space repaired.

A quote he received from as-
phalt company ACO Waikato

- Kyle Whisker
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which on a rainy day, look “like a swimming pool”.

to repair the holes, provided to
The Profile, stated it would cost
$22,000 to stabilise and chip
seal the 550sqm area.

Traffic management would
also be required for two days at
an estimated cost of $4,164.

A second quote from Higgins
Contractors said the repair
would cost $66,481.

“We’ve been battling since we
moved in here about five years
ago to try and get something
done about it,” Mr Whisker
said.

“We’ve contacted NZTA, be-
cause apparently they are re-
sponsible for 10m either side of
the centreline of the road.

“So, quite a lot of the really bad
potholes are within that,” he
said.

“They say it’s the responsibil-
ity of the business owners.”

Mr Whisker said the area
then became council-owned

CONTINUED ON P2 their cars because of the large potholes.

1 - .
Harvinder Singh, the owner of the Totara Dairy along State Highway 25, says he has lost customers over the potholes,

Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

The carpark has been described as no longer safe for elderly people to exit
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CONTACT US

The Valley Profile is a community
newspaper that delivers 100%
local news in the Thames Valley
region. We deliver 12,500 copies
each Wednesday to every
letterbox, reaching approximately
30,000 readers in Hauraki Plains,
Paeroa, Thames, Thames Coast
and surrounding rural areas,
plus bulk distribution around the
Coromandel Peninsula.

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Editor Teresa Ramsey
Ph 0204 0944 853
Email: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889
Email: kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders
Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN
Ph 027 396 2459
Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

100% LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED

PO Box 550, Thames 3540
www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Hi, my name is Pete
the Pukeko and I'm
here to help you.
Find me in one
of the display
advertisements
in The Valley Profile, then email
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz or Ph/
txt 027 396 2459 with your full
name, the business name and page
number of the ad by the following
Monday to go in the draw to WIN
a car valet from Thames Autos
worth $150! The prize is drawn at

the end of each month.
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‘Give what you can, take what you need’

Te Whariki Manawahine

o Hauraki (Hauraki Wom-
en’s Refuge) has officially
opened a food rescue for
whanau in Paeroa. KELLEY
TANTAU was invited to its
launch.

Pﬁtaka Kai, Hauraki’s new-
est food outlet, has a dual
purpose: to support whanau
in deciding how they get from
one shopping week to the next,
and to prevent processed foods
from going into landfills.

“Better the food goes to feed-
ing our whanau rather than
polluting Papatiianuku,” Te
Whariki chairperson Josie An-
derson said.

“As such, whanau who use
Pataka Kai are also exercising
their kaitiakitanga to care for
and protect Papatuanuku. This
way we all win.”

The establishment of Pataka
Kai had been a long time com-
ing, and at its launch on June
24, Josie said food security for
whanau had been “seriously
lacking”.

“Last year, with Covid-19, it
came to the fore, and it actu-
ally gave groups like ours a
chance to not only know it, but
to take actual steps forward to
do something about it.

“When we were delivering
food and supporting whanau,
one thing we found when we
sat back to reflect was that
although this was about pro-
viding kai to our families, we
saw that whanau were actually

The kaumatua and kaiawhina of Te Whariki Manawahine o Hauraki’s new Pataka Kai food rescue at its

launch on June 24.

starting to participate in the
decisions themselves.

“What that was saying to us
was when our families have the
resources, they are more than
capable of making decisions for
themselves,” she said.

The Pataka Kai initiative
is supported by Pak’nSave,
Countdown, Waikato Environ-
mental Trust, Kauaeranga Val-
ley Co-operative, Iwi organisa-
tions, and caring community
members.

“Feeding whanau is all about
keeping alive the values and
practices of our kaumatua to
care for each other,” John Lin-
stead, kaumatua Pataka Kai,
said.

“Our nannies and aunties
would always feed whoever
was at our home at kai time, no
questions asked.

“This is continuing that leg-
acy - our kai is your kai, give
what you can and take what
you need.”

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

PATAKA KAI

Pataka Kai is located at 66
Belmont Rd, Paeroa. Bring
your shopping bag when
you need to. Opening times
to donate to Pataka Kai
are: Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday, 9.30am-3.30pm;
Friday, 9.30am-2pm; and
Saturday, 9.30am-12.30pm.
To contact Te Whariki
Manawahine O Hauraki, free
call 0800 868 3132.

‘Crater—sized’ potholes have businesses at a loss

NZTA says repairs do not fall under its jurstiction - ‘Waka Kotahi does not maintain private parking areas’

CONTINUED FROM P1

land for roughly 4m before his
boundary began, 1m from the
front steps of the Totara Dairy.

He said a survey peg showed the
boundary line; however, a Thames-Co-
romandel District Council spokesperson
said all properties on that block fronted
directly on to the state highway reserve,
and there was no strip of council-owned
property in between.

Mr Whisker said he was happy to pay
for a portion of the repair costs, but the
transport agency and district council
needed to “come to the party” too.

“We have paid for countless trailer
loads of metal to fill in the potholes, and

Richard in the bait shop has also used his
digger to fill these in out of our own pock-
ets and time,” he said.

“If everybody chipped in, then it
wouldn’t be such a big deal, and we could
get it done.”

Richard Waterreus, from Early Bird
Bait and Tackle next door to the dairy,
has owned the business for two years.

Up until two months ago, he had main-
tained the dilapidated surface using his
digger to keep it up to an “operational
standard”. “To try and keep our custom-
ers happy, who come with boats and trail-
ers, I've maintained it mostly by myself,
but also a little bit by the current tenant
of the dairy who does his best.

“But I feel that it’s not my responsibil-

ity to continue.” Mr Waterreus believed
the landowner should pay for the “li-
on’s share” of the cost; however, he too
wouldn’t be opposed to contributing.

“I believe it has to be shared, but also
that NZTA and the council should have
some part to play, because if those pot-
holes were in the middle of Thames,
they would not exist, because something
would be done.”

NZTA Waikato system manager Cara
Lauder said while the transport agency
was responsible for maintenance on
SH25, this section of the highway was
within the 70km/h speed environment,
where Waka Kotahi was only responsi-
ble for maintaining the road from kerb
to kerb.

The potholes were located behind the
drainage channel, in line with the kerb,
which meant in this instance, the re-
quired work did not fall under Waka Ko-
tahi jurisdiction.

“While the area in question is on state
highway road reserve, it is being used
as a driveway/access point and private
parking area.

“Waka Kotahi does not maintain pri-
vate parking areas or driveways as these
are for the use of private landowners and
their visitors.

“Waka Kotahi has offered to help co-
ordinate our network outcomes contrac-
tor to undertake the repairs,” she said.
“However, this would be at the cost of the
relevant landowners or leaseholders.”

Chartered Accountants

The Hauraki Taxation
Service Limited
For out of town independent
accounting advice
Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue
Department

Offices in Thames & Coromandel Town

@ it | BankLink

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710
E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz

95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel
Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E: coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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Snooze, you win at wacky competltlon

By KELLEY TANTAU

Falhng asleep on the job will
get you one step closer to a
win with Coromandel’s CFM’s
first ever sleep championships.

The competition, which sees
four competitors tucked up
in four beds inside Thames’
Goldfields Mall during opening
hours, is an endurance sporting
event you've been practising
for your whole life, CFM owner
Lynda Grant said.

“We were thinking of a pro-
motion we could do at Gold-
fields, something different, and
Gina, our promotions manager,
came up with a sleep competi-
tion. We hadn’t heard of it be-
ing done before and, with a bed
shop and a linen shop in the
mall, it seemed a logical thing
to do,” she said.

The competition pits four
hopefuls together for each of
the four rounds, with the top
sleeper from each heat moving
forward to the finals on July 9.

Competitors have an hour to
fall asleep and will be judged
on posture, their ability to
sleep for as close to an hour,
the speed in which they doze
off, and if there is a snore.

The prize is a brand-new
queen size bed, mattress, and
manchester package valued at
more than $4000.

“On the whole, [our competi-
tors] have been pretty commit-
ted, and there have been more

women than men entering,”
Lynda said.

At heat one on Saturday,
all four entrants were female,
and consisted of Elaine Rhind,
Christine Williams, Charleen
Thorner, and Georgina Lloyd.

“My strategy was to try and
stay awake last night, but I got
bored and went to sleep... I
ended up sleeping 12 hours by
accident,” Georgina said.

The winner of heat one was
Christine Williams, and the
winner of heat two was Ponch
Junior. Both sleepers will go on
to the finals.

DETAILS: Heat 3 of CFM’s sleep
competition will be held at 12pm
on July 3, with heat 4 at 12pm on
Sunday, July 4. The finals will be
held at 6pm on July 9. CFM wiill
be broadcasting live from the B
events, tune in to 95.1 and 94.0. Heat One saw the four competitors attempt to snooze surrounded by spectators. Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

— '-ll|"'
Georgina Lloyd trled to stay awake the night before but ended up over-sleeping.
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Alice in OQur Place raorax

Na Alice i ta matou rohe

Thanks for journeying with Alice through Our Place
and telling us what you think about our plans for the
next 10 years and beyond.

You helped us make these important choices
h“——_—f
= | \‘\ .
o B =, ;'?\\\; I
Paeroa street upgrade \ @
We had $650,000 left in our budget to upgrade )'

Hauraki Rail Trail extension in Waihi ]

We already have plans to make the existing route in
to town safer, but we also wanted to provide a more
picturesque ride into town, alongside the Ohinemuri River.
You agreed this is a great idea, so we've included
$1.47 million in our budget to build the Trail within
the next 12 months. Next steps include talking with
stakeholders to finalise the Trail route.

Wharf and Mackay Street and we wanted to know
if we should invest more money or just finish what we
could with the money we had.

You gave us lots of suggestions for improvements so we
decided to add another $500,000 to our budget, which
gives us $1.15 million overall to complete the

project over the next 12 months.

‘-\;:L,’ N

Visitor information services

\

°
We wanted to provide funding for information
t ' anm ’ services in all our wards, including the Plains.
o |10 (n ] You told us you want this too, so we've allowed
.‘ $65,000 per year each for visitor information services in
“ Paeroa and Waihi, and $20,000 per year for the Plains.

~ \ :
Waihi streetscape |

We wanted to invest about $2.7million to upgrade

e '*‘\.--r'

Seddon Street, between Gilmour Street and Rosemont
Road, and along Rosemont Road to Kenny Street. Town prow\otioy\a{ organisat[oy\s
You told us there are other improvements you'd like to see We wanted to reduce funding to our town promotional )
organisations and employ a district wide coordinator to

in the town centre that could be done for less than a full
streetscape, so we've scaled back our plans.
__We've decided to invest $1.2million on smaller projects to
refresh the town centre, rather than a full streetscape.

provide support to local business, community groups and
organisations in event management, volunteer recruitment

and training, and district and business promotion.

You told us you liked this district wide approach so we've
reduced funding to Positive Paeroa, GO Waihi and Positively
Promoting the Plains to $12,000 each per year and will look
to employ a district wide coordinator this year.

If you made a
submission, we'll get back
to you individually on
the points you submitted
on, during July.

Check out our

Long Term Plan!
Read the plan at
www.govt.nz/our-council/
hauraki-long-term-plan/

We received lots of
other feedback too

Based on your
suggestions, we made
some changes to some of
our plans and adopted our
2021-31 Long Term Plan.

What's next?

Now we've finalised our
Long Term Plan, we’ll
get cracking on all the
things you’ve agreed

we should do.

=

Hauraki District Council « Phone 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 (within the District) * www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

MAN A
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Meditation and yoga workshop builds resﬂlence

yoga and meditation work-
hop held in Thames re-
cently aimed at giving partici-
pants tools to tackle physical
and mental wellbeing.

Kailasa New Zealand (Life
Bliss of New Zealand Chari-
table Trust) held the unique
workshop, called Know You,
Heal You, on June 13.

The aim of the day was to
help bring authentic Vedic wis-
dom of the self, yoga and medi-
tation, in an accessible and
user-friendly way in order to
promote blissful and empow-
ered communities.

Participants travelled from
various parts of New Zealand,
including Auckland, Rotorua,
Palmerston North, Wellington
and Christchurch to partici-
pate in the event.

The workshop involved in-
teractive games, hands-on ac-
tivities, discussions and medi-
tation.

“Just as important it is to
develop a healthy body; it is
equally important to develop
a strong inner space that is ca-
pable of handling any situation
life brings,” lead co-ordinator
Sri Gautama said.

“With the impact of Covid-19
pandemic on New Zealand,
building this resilience is criti-
cal now more than ever. It is
Kailasa NZ’s vision to provide
this support to communities.”

This is the second major
workshop Kailasa NZ has or-
ganised in Thames, with the
event made possible by fund-
ing from Thames-Coromandel
District Council.

From meditation workshops
to individual counselling, An-

nadhaan (food donation) and
community outreach, Kailasa
NZ has been empowering New
Zealand with authentic Vedic
solutions to a variety of chal-
lenges New Zealanders are fac-
ing - from mental and physical
health to spiritual wellbeing.

During the same weekend,
Kailasa NZ connected with the
Maori community in Thames
at the Matai Wheta marae to
help strengthen the bonds of
mutual understanding and
oneness between Hindu and
Maori communities.

Kailasa NZ connected with the Maori community at the Matai Whetl marae during the weekend.

Photos: SUPPLIED

The workshop involved interactive games and hands-on activities.

Thames
house fire
suspicious

Police are treating a house

fire in central Thames as
suspicious.
Thames Volunteer Fire

Brigade, with assistance from
the Turua and Puriri brigades,
responded to a house fire on
Mackay St, Thames, around
3.44pm on June 19.

It is believed a mother and
four children aged between
6-11 lived at the home.

All occupants got out of the
house safely, though all their
possessions were lost in the
fire.

A Police spokesperson said
the cause of the fire was yet to
be determined but Police were
treating it as suspicious.

“Thankfully no one was
injured but damage to the
house has been severe.
Enquiries into the fire are
ongoing,” they said.

Anyone who has any
information which could assist
the Police enquiries is asked
to get in touch by phoning
105 and quote file number
210619/5778.

Meanwhile, a givealittle page
set up to support the family
has raised nearly $1200 for
clothing and funiture. It’s
understood the family did not
have insurance.

More info: givealittle.co.nz/
cause/thames-family-lost-
everything-due-too-house-fire.

mes Autos

R.MMT.

wiver> HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
!h-e- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

Manual, Diesel, D/Cab,
Towbar, Racks,

—

2015 Holden Trax

Top of Range Model, 1.8 Auto,
Showroom
Condition

2014 Ssangyon Acyton Sports

$19,990

High Spec, 40km,

2007 BMW 330i Mspec

Auto, Fully optioned,
High Spec,
Enquire

LEYLAND STOWE

Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2015 Cherry J11

1.6Ltr Auto, 7 Speed,

2010 Nissan Note
1.5Ltr Auto, Alloys,

Body Kit, B
Great Buy at

$4,990
2014 Ford Fiesta

NZ New, Auto, Turbo
Sport, Stunning Car

2012 Nissan March

Auto, Good Km,
Immac Condition

2003 Toyota Rav4

Auto 4WD, NZ New,
Very Tidy

No Deposit Finance

available on all vehicles.

Full workshop servicing
& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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WHAT’S ON

Email your community event or club or group notice to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz by noon Thursday the week before publication.
Listings are published at the editor’s discretion and may be edited. Clubs and groups are responsible for keeping listings up to date.

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 1: Kiwi Fusion Food Lover’s
Celebration: 5.30pm-7pm, July 1 at
Saint George’s Parish Hall, Thames.
Bring a plate of food and a gold
coin. RSVP: kiwifusionthames@
gmail.com.

July 3-10: Thames Music and Dra-
ma: Peter Pan & the Medallion’s
Secret, at Thames Civic Centre, July
3-10.

July 4: Renaissance meets Jazz:
Denise Norton concert, St George’s
Church, Thames, 2pm, www.
thamesmusicgroup.com.

July 7: T# Cafe Talk: Transition
Town Thames (T3) will host Ric Bal-
four, who will speak about his job as
the Landcare Trust local representa-
tive. The Back Room at the Lotus
Realm, 7:30pm.

July 13: Bowel Screening Semi-
nar: 10.30am, St James Parish Hall,
morning tea provided. Ph  Phone
07 868 9790 to book.

July 23: The Kumeu Vintage Brass
Band: Free concert, 12:15pm at St
Georges Church with soup and a
bun following for S5, cash only.
August 8: Barbershop Men’s Cho-
rus, Mighty River Harmony: St
Georges Church, 2pm. Tickets: cash
at the door, adults: $20; members:
$15; kids: $5.

August 13-15: 150 VYears of
Thames Rugby: Thames Rugby &
Sports Club, Rhodes Park, catch
up function, invitational game
and celebration dinner. www.trsc.
co.nz/150years.

August 21: Dog training for kiwi
avoidance: at the Kauaeranga Visi-
tor Centre, Ph 07 867 9080 or email
kauaerangavc@doc.govt.nz.
August 21: Thames Valley Chess
Championship: at the Thames Civic
Centre. Must be level one to play.
Free entry.

September 12: Trail Trilogy: Run
or walk 10km to 140km on Hauraki
Rail trail. More info: www.trailtril-
ogy.com.

October 5: Hotel California The Ea-
gles Experience: A live concert and
stage show, Thames War Memorial
Civic Centre, 8pm. Tickets: event-
finda.co.nz.

October 16: Ngatea Garage Sale:
Thousands flock to Ngatea to find
a bargain. Main street, Ngatea, 9am
to 2pm.

LOCAL MARKETS

Kaiaua Seaside Market: at The
Boating Club, Kaiaua, 9-1pm, last
Sunday of the month. Ph 027 489
7850

Karangahake Hall Market: Fourth
Saturday of the month, 9am-2pm,
12 Crown Hill Rd. Ph 027 678 2035
Paeroa Car Boot Market: First and
third Saturdays of the month, 101
Normanby Rd, weather permitting.
Ph 07 862 7833

Thames Market: Every Saturday in
Grahamstown, 8am to 12pm.
Turua Market: Third Sunday of the
Month at Turua Hall, 9am to 1pm.
Ph 027 696 7644

COMMUNITY CONTACTS
Corinthian Masonic Lodge,
Thames: Colin, Ph 07 868 8196 or
021 259 6699

Craft Market: Lynette Mapson, Ph
027 617 4470

Diabetic Support Group: Thames
Hauraki, Barry Young Ph 07 868
6353

Goldfields Women’s Institute: Ph
07 868 8984

Hauraki Bowling Club Mangatara-
ta: Pene Koch, Ph 07 867 3380
Hauraki Cardiac Support Club
Thames: Ph 07 868 6148

Hauraki Country Music Club: Tina
Haakma, Ph 07 868 3443

Hauraki Golf Club: Len Cameron,
Ph 07 867 7660

Hauraki Plains Co-operating Parish:
Jane, Ph 027 471 4654

Hauraki Plains Diabetic Support
Club: Ryan Corr, Ph 07 868 8551
Hauraki Plains Lioness Club: Jill
Mclintosh, Ph 07 867 7373

Hauraki Plains Rural Show: Sonia,
Ph 027 431 5825

Hauraki Plains St John: Call or pop
into the Op Shop, Ph 07 867 8073
Hauraki Plains Youth Cricket: Anna
Dodunski, Ph 027 466 4126
Hauraki RSA Memorial Club: Ph 07
867 7898 (evg) or 07 867 7301
Hauraki Vintage Machinery Club:
Ph 07 867 7281

Jig Saw Puzzle Library: Mangata-
rata, Ph 07 867 3250

Kerepehi Brass Band: Rowan Gar-
rett, Ph 07 867 6762
Kerepehi/Paeroa Indoor Bowls: Ph
027 418 4300

Kerepehi Women'’s Institute: Ph 07
867 6002 or 07 868 8582

Mahjong: Nola Walker, Ph 07 867
7301

Music and Movement: Suzanne, Ph
027337 2544

NAAM: 1lam -12.30 Tuesdays,
Thames. Leigh, Ph 027 497 8601
Ngatea Badminton: Jenny Adams,
Ph 07 867 3028

Paeroa Bowling Club: Paul, Ph 021
0290 1508 or Gary Ph 07 560 9200
Ngatea Chinwag Cafe: 10am-12

L
Thames Music And Drama’s latest production, Peter Pan and the Medallion’s Secret will be staged at the Thames

Civic Centre from July 3-10. Tickets available now at www.thamesmad.co

Tuesdays, parish hall, Darlington St
Ngatea Community Garden: Jane,
Ph 07 867 7245

Ngatea Garden Circle: Alice Douglas
on 07 867 7463

Ngatea Indoor Bowling Club: Ph 07
867 6082 or 07 867 8015

Ngatea Lions Club: Bruce Foster, Ph
021043 9280

Ngatea Playcentre: President, Ph
027 327 5536

Ngatea Pony Club: Nicky Hamblyn,
Ph 07 867 7078

Ngatea Scouts: Kim Donaldson, Ph
07 867 7350

Ngatea Women’s Institute: Nola
Walker, Ph 07 867 7301

NZ Red Cross Thames: Betty Sut-
cliffe, Ph 07 868 6148

NZ Society of Genealogists Thames:
Pam French, Ph 07 868 6492
Paeroa Citizens Advice Bureau:
Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10am-1pm, Ph 07 862 8093

Paeroa Community Knitters: Lyn
Ph 07 560 9200 or Sandra 022 610
1734

Paeroa Community Programmes:
Ph 07 862 9129

Paeroa Drop In: Every Tuesday
9.30am-12.30, St John Rooms
Paeroa Grey Power: Secretary Gail
Locke, Ph 07 862 6256

Paeroa Society of Arts: paeroaart-
society@gmail.com

Paeroa Walking Group: 9am, Mon,
Wed, Fri, Elaine Lally, Ph 07 862
8409

Probus: Jill McIntosh, Ph 07 867
7373

Runner Runner Poker Club: Thurs-
days, 6.30pm at Punters Bar.
Scrapbooking: Pam Tonks, Ph 07
867 7780

Solarpunk Aotearoa: John McK-
eowen, Ph 021 063 5483

St Paschal’s Catholic Church: Ph 07
867 7401 and 07 867 7056

Tai-Chi exercise Kaiaua: Stacy, Ph 09
576 3705

Tasty Books & Wine Tasting: Anne,
Ph 07 867 3367

Thames 50+ Cycle Group: Chris, Ph
0274 998 159

Thames Bonanza Club: Meets third
Thursday of month, Ph 07 868 6673
Thames Chin Wag Cafe: Mondays
10:30am, 608 Queen St, Ph 07 868
9790

Thames Continuing Education:
Fourth Wednesday of month, Ph
021564 339

Thames Creative Fibre Group: Dana
Catley, Ph 07 868 7310

Thames Croquet Club: Dennis Karl,
Ph: 07 868 2423

Thames Dahlia Club: Paul Silvester,
Ph 07 868 9346

Thames Hauraki Parents Centre:
Meike, Ph 07 867 3163
Thames-Hauraki Scottish Country
Dance Club: Ph 07 280 0631
Thames Heritage Network: Marga-
ret Cropp, Ph 07 868 1024

Thames Lions Club: Ph 07 868 9873
or email: pandb@xtra.co.nz

=

Thames Menz & Womenz Shed:
Tony Winter, Ph 027 290 0023
Thames PickleBall Club: Tuesdays,
10-11am, Ph 027 290 0023

Thames Probus Club: Meets second
Tuesday of month, Ph 07 868 5573
Thames Rotary Club: Warren Sly, Ph
021772351

Thames Ruby Redz Red Hatters:
Ngaire Potter, Ph 07 868 3421
Thames Senior Indoor Bowls: Tues-
days 9.30am - 12pm, St James Hall.
Ph Val, 021 054 2337

Thames Steady As You Go: Falls Pre-
vention group, Thursdays, 1:15pm,
St Georges Hall, Ph 07 868 9790
Thames Tennis Club: Maree, Ph 027
217 1682

Thames Toastmasters Club: Ph 027
296 8585

Thames Valley Adult Riding Club:
Helen Pooley, Ph 021 233 1245
Thames Valley Zonta Club: Pam
Harsant, Ph 027 495 5583

Totally Thames Inc: Deb MacDon-
ald Brown, Ph 027 228 8011
Tramping in Thames area: www.
sporty.co.nz/kauaerangatramping-
club

Turua Playcentre: Estelle, Ph 027
3718511

Turua Scouts: Leanne Scott, Ph 027
329 7887 or 07 867 8388

Ulysses Motorcycle Club: Thurs-
days at L&P Bottle, Paeroa, 9:30am,
Ph 021 028 28442 or 021 701 466
Women’s Loan Fund: Ph 07 868
7820

I

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) « Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 - E: tvtot2017@gmail.com

Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

The People’s Wellbeing Trust
MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

SALES & SERVICE

DAILY LIVING AIDS .
HIRE & SALES .

[ L]

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST

« Electric Lift Chairs

Mobility Scooters

Wheelchairs « Bathroom and
Walkers Toilet Aids

« Continence
Daily Living Products
Products - « We will also do

Reachers, SockAids,
Walking Sticks
and more

our best to source
other products on
request

PHOTO SALES

Photographs owned by
The Valley Profile are available
for purchase, contact us today!

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

P
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0204 0944 853
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Space destroyed by
fire gets new life

By KELLEY TANTAU

izzas are churning out of

Waikino School’'s Whare
Manu space yet again, after a
fire destroyed their original
pizza oven and caused $68,000
in damage.

The blaze, which started from
the school’s pizza oven and
took out an outdoor classroom,
occurred on November 15 last
year.

But on Friday evening, the
school community gathered
around the site of the fire to cel-
ebrate the relaunch of a “big-
ger and grander” Whare Manu
space - and to cook pizzas for
the crowd.

The original pizza oven had
been constructed by students,
as part of the school’s effort to
build sustainably, and was used
almost daily.

This time around, the pizza
oven and parts of its shelter are
made out of clay, using bamboo
framework gathered from the

. VY

bottom of the school’s paddock.

Principal Jo Wheway said it
took “six months of stomping
clay” to get to this point.

“Every [student] has had at
least one go at stomping and
building and some of them
kept coming back and back and
back,” she said.

“They’ve all now had an ex-
posure to earth building and its
importance.”

Rose Tuffery, from Waihi, is
an earth-builder who helped
out the school with its Whare
Manu design.

“The kids that don’t learn in
the classroom, find a place do-
ing these kinds of things,” she
told The Profile. “And building
with earth has got a lot of magi-
cal properties that you can’t ex-
plain, it just does good things
for people.”

The school has been grow-
ing rapidly since Mrs Wheway
started as principal three years
ago, with around 90 students
on the roll.

Waikino School teacher Catherine Cookson is in charge of the putting in and taking out of the pizzas.

ABOVE: Alex Heremaia and Waikino School
principal Jo Wheway cut the first pizza from
the new Whare Manu.

Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

—
Paul and Levi Bluett are one of the first to try a pizza made in the new
Whare Manu space.

i
-
e S
FLAks 1T

The new pizza oven and its shelter was made out of clay, using bamboo
framework gathered from the bottom of the school’s paddock.

e PhArmacy @

Open Monday to Friday Thames Medical Centre
9am - 5pm 817 Rolleston Street
(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm) Thames

Ph 07 8685100 — Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Welcome to Jaini Stowe,

Thames Market’s new manager
Thamesmarket21@gmail.com - Ph: 021 0266 7161

THAMES
MARKET

Since 1995
Every Saturday 8am - 12pm
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40 years and going strong at Saunders

he past year has been a good one for
Saunders Mitsubishi in Thames.

The car dealership came out of the
Covid-19 lockdown with a state-of-the-
art, purpose-built building on Pollen
St, and within its walls, has continued
to sell new and used cars locally and
across the country.

The new building was roughly 510sqm
and featured a 38-space car lot, and a
full parts and service department.

It was designed by franchise owner
Paul Saunders, who has seen the site
transform since the days his Dad, Mike,
owned a used car yard and workshop at
the same location.

“Dad started the business in 1978,
across the road where Fresho is now,
and in 1985, he bought what was the
Warwick Arms Hotel and built a car
yard there. “l used to go down to the
yard with him on a Saturday morning,
and he would work, and I'd just play
around the cars,” Paul said.

“I bought it in 20041, and in 2008, we
took on the Mitsubishi name.

“He pops in here nhow and again and
has a coffee and a gab and tells me
about the old days.

“Dad’s very proud,” he said.

Paul grew up around the motor indus-
try and was a mechanic by trade. He
said now was a good time to be a Mit-
subishi dealership.

“We've been flat-out since Covid, but
supply is an issue. The new car demand
is outstripping supply,” he said.

“Here, the Triton is our biggest seller,
then the ASX, and Outlander. Right
now, we're getting inundated with peo-
ple wanting electric vehicles.”

The announcement of the Govern-

i

Saunders stands outside their new building with the trophy.

ment’s Clean Car Discount scheme,
in which people buying new electric
vehicles would be eligible for a dis-
count of up to $8625 from tomor-
row, had appeared to appeal to the
district’s residents, Paul said.
Mitsubishi has the Outlander PHEV
and Eclipse Cross in the e-range.
“We’re a small fish in a big sea, but
we deal with the changes that arise
over the years in the motor industry,”

Paul said. “The internet now makes
the world so much smaller, and re-
peat business is huge for us.”

Paul said the company prides itself
on building and maintaining rela-
tionships with its customers, and in
2017 and 2020, they won awards for
customer service, as chosen by the
public. This year, Saunders also won
the Managing Directors Award, which
was given by Mitsubishi to only one

l\ 1} .-.-g ;

Saunders Mitsubishi in Thames has won the Managing Directors Award, which was given to only one dealership in the country. Owner Paul

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

dealership in the country.

“There’s about 37 full dealerships
in the country, so it was really surpris-
ing, but the awards are all a team ef-
fort,” he said.

Saunders Mitsubishi sells new and
used cars, and also has a fleet of
rental cars, and a full parts and ser-
vice department. It's located at 201
Pollen Street, Thames. Ph: 07 868

8398. - KELLEY TANTAU

We have stock arriving for

July delivery

MITSUBISHI ASX

Pre order today

MITSUBISHI

MIRAGE

MITSUBISHI TRITON

Saunders Mitsubishi 0800 11 11 10

201 Pollen St - www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963 Paul Saunders 021 220 0098

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS
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Rural

Life

Swords clash after clean car announcement

The government’s new
clean car scheme has
spurred debate between
Coromandel MP Scott
Simpson and former
Labour candidate Nathaniel
Blomfield over prior use

of Blomfield’s work ute.
KELLEY TANTAU reports

The government’s recent-
ly announced Clean Car
Scheme has faced backlash
from the rural community,
with Coromandel’s MP claim-
ing some have called it “an at-
tack on farming”.

Under the scheme, buyers of
new or used imported electric
vehicles would be eligible for a
rebate, while others could face
levies on registering new or
used combustion-engine vehi-
cles such as utes.

Coromandel MP Scott Simp-
son took issue with Prime Min-
ister Jacinda Ardern’s recent
claim that a “large number” of
people buying utes were not
“using them for legitimate use
as those who work in the pri-
mary sector and the trades”.

The National Party environ-
ment spokesperson posted a
photo to his Facebook page on
June 17 showing former La-
bour Party candidate Nathan-
iel Blomfield posing outside his
ute that had been signwritten
ahead of the 2020 election.

Mr Simpson questioned if
the ute’s use was “legitimate”
or not.

Scott Simpson

“To be blunt, I don’t care
what kind of vehicle Nat drives,
but the issue I was raising was
that the Prime Minister had
decreed that some vehicles and
some users of utes were legiti-
mate and some weren’t.

“That’s really the problem I
have,” he told The Profile.

“It’s a question of a Prime
Minister who has taken it upon
herself to decide what is a legit-
imate ute user and what is not,
and I think that is bad form and
I think that is bad practice.”

Mr Simpson said he had
been driving a Hyundai Kona
electric vehicle (EV) for almost
three years, and had reached
more than 80,000kms in it.

He said EVs were the way
of the future. “But right now,
they are simply not sufficiently
practical for people like farm-
ers, tradies, electricians, and
plumbers, who don’t have the
option of buying an EV, and
therefore are going to be foist-
ed with this new tax.

“At Fieldays, people felt it
was an unfair tax on farmers

Scott Simpson questioned on social media if Nathaniel Blomfield’s

ute was “legitimate use” at the last election.

in particular, and this [scheme]
is seen by many farmers as yet
another attack on farming.”

Mr Blomfield said he was
surprised to see Mr Simpson’s
post questioning the legitimacy
of his work ute. While still a
member of the party, he was no
longer directly involved in Par-
liament, and currently works as
a labourer. He ran for the La-
bour Party twice, once in 2017
and again in 2020, last year
gaining 17,713 votes to incum-
bent Scott Simpson’s 21,218.

He told The Profile he used
his ute to cart firewood, tools,
and equipment, among other

Photo: SUPPLIED

things.

However, the post ended up
drawing “a lot of negative vit-
riol” towards him, he said.

He also believed the Prime
Minister’s “legitimate” com-
ment was a “bad turn of phrase”
that had been “misconstrued
by a lot of people”.

“I'm a supporter of the policy
discouraging the importation of
higher polluting vehicles, and
the transition to lower-pollut-
ing vehicles. That doesn’t mean
[we all have] Nissan Leafs.

“They’re not taking away
your choice. But we’ve got to do
something,” he said.

-
Nathaniel Blomfield

“This whole pushing back of
the timeline of climate change,
we can’t constantly do that,
because climate change isn’t
slowing down, and if we don’t
do something, it’s going to be
too late for any sort of action.

“National agrees that this is
happening,” he said.

“But they have no real plan
to address anything, they just
want to oppose, oppose, op-
pose.”

THE CLEAN CAR SCHEME
From July 1, owners register-
ing new or used electric ve-
hicles can claim a rebate of
up to $8625 and plug-in hy-
brids can claim up to $5750.
To pay for the scheme, buy-
ers of new or used combus-
tion engine vehicles such as
utes will face a fee of up to
$5175 for a new |mport or
up to $2875 for a used im-
port. The aim of the scheme
is to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and help the gov-
ernment reach its goal to be
carbon-neutral by 2050.

P

HAURAKI PLAINS
MOTORS LTD

Hauraki Plains Motors has you covered.
If we haven’t got what you are looking for we will try and get it.

Besides farming equipment we have...

e BBQ's ® Garden equipment ¢ Push bikes, tyres & accessories ¢ Fishing gear & bait
¢ Honda outboards ¢ Trailers e A wide range of hand tools & home hardware ¢ Tyres ® WoF testing
¢ Vehicle & boat servicing ® Farm equipment repairs... and more

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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New feature
celebrates
the arts

Welcome to the Valley Profile’s
new arts page.

With support from local
advertisers, this page will be
published regularly to celebrate

b U L/_\ K r' U |V |\ our local arts scene throughout

the Thames Valley.

y \\QTE AR@/A In this first instalment, we
feature the opening of an annual
Matariki art exhibition, which
doubles as a fundraiser for St
Francis School in Thames.

On this page every other month,
you can expect to see a variety
of stories, including local art
www.solarpunk.co.nz news, events and exhibitions,
plus profiles of our local artists. ° ° ° e o
This includes any kind of creative

meesees | Matarkiki exhibition opens

to painting, sculpture, music,

§) solarpunkaotearoa

& solarpunkaotearoa

Father Valley gives a blessing at the opening of the St Francis School Matariki Art Exhibition at The Vibe.

theatre, fashion and culture. Matariki celebrations began in Thames  Curator Fiona Cameron said the

We are looking forward to last week with the opening of the St exhibition featured works from local

celebrating our local artists and | Francis School Matariki Art Exhibition — and national artists. The exhibition

art events. If you have any news | at The Vibe in Mary St on June 24. The  opened to a large crowd of art lovers.

tips or upcoming art events celebrations continued on June 25 with  DETAILS: Matariki Art Exhibition at Bounty,

Zf;( e{’ig‘;’; thgr':‘)?gii’ 05 "Zovt’;s) the Matariki Exhibition opening at 754 Pollen St, Thames, runs until July 17.

p dverﬁsireg lease ‘Z og ract me Bounty Store in Grahamstown, which  Students’ art work will be displayed in the

Ph 0204 0944 853 or editor@ is also part of the school fundraiser. container at The Vibe from Wednesday to

valleyprofile.co.nz. Matarlk} is an important Maori Friday noon-1:30pm, Satur_day 10am-1pm
- Teresa Ramsey celebration, signifying the start of the and Sunday 10am-2pm until July 8. All pro-

New Year in Maori culture. ceeds to St Francis School.

Huia Design Store
Supporting 30+
NZ Designers and Artists
Clothing, An, Stationary,

Hats, pottery, Jewellery,

Skincare, Bags, + Gifts

?1 2 Fﬂ "Eﬂ st Tham = Karen Bowie, left and Coromandel artist Ellsabeth Carter enjoy the art St Francis School principal Oliver Fahey, Ieft with his wife Mikaela Fahey
works on display at the Bounty Store exhibition. and Matariki Art Exhibition curator Fiona Cameron.

|T'S TIME T0
AR/l FIND YOUR

INMMI =
Arts f Classes
explore painting, drawing, papier mache sculpture,
sewing, slow stitching, found object sculpture and more ART' ST

* No Art Experience is Necessary

runnlng @waﬂgpa F very
2rrfq,:month If you are
,.-lnterested |n supportmgthls

MATARIKI ©

art exhibition

all proceeds to st. francis school, thames

¢ Especially designed for beginners

opening night / fri june 25, 5 - 7 pm / at bounty,
754 pollen street, thames runs until sat july 17 ADULT CLASSES THURSDAYS ¢ 14 fun packed sessions

st francis children’s matariki art exhibition AFTER SCHOOL CREATIVITY CLUB
opening at the vibe, mary st, thames
thurs june 24, 2.30 pm runs until wed july 7 SCHOOL HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS

contact: fiona, bounty 07 868 8988 The Creativity Room is located in room 107
info@bountystore.co.nz upstairs in the old Thames Post Office.
E For more information call artist and creativity tutor
Deb Brock 021 258 0078

[

L
Bounty St:ﬁ }jz}}}ﬁ‘is ar’teﬁects
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IRIChardsons Thames 556 Pollen Street, Thames / 07 868 6978

=24

&

_ Philip Judd David Trebilcock Kathy Muir Gillian Downes Jon Standbrook Evelyn Lowry
027 4497132 027 641 8556 027 3344 600 027 464 3886 0211451738 021 828384
712 Mackay Street, Thames $610,000 744 Thames Coast Road, Tapu By Negotation

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 12 - 12.30PM

j—_r

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 11 - 11.30AM

A 4 bedroom 1900's Villa situated in a sunny spot close to town. Looking for a new owner who has the time Less than 20 mins of picturesque driving along the coast road from Thames, this beautifully presented and

to put love and care into this old beauty. Large living area, separate large dining & original wooden joinery. renovated cottage is waiting for you. Boat launch, Dairy & pub with great evening meals and a warm & friendly
Generous backyard with single garage & added room is on its own title and has its own access from Bella Street. community are hallmarks of Tapu. The section is flat, fully fenced & offers a single garage, workshop & utility.
RT5638 =4 eyl el B RT5640 —ER TR — YN
112 Parawai Street, Thames Deadline Sale by 6 July 2021 106 Vanguard Street, Thames Deadline Sale by 6 july 2021

OPEN HOME SAT & SUN 2 - 2.30PM

T T T -
Fantastic location on a level fully fenced large section. 3 large double bedrooms, spacious living & dining, a This gorgeous period property, fully renovated a number of years ago is part of the wonderful history of the
bathroom with a claw foot bath, shower & toilet, simple kitchen, HRV, mains hot water & an elevated front deck Grahamstown area. Views over town & Firth. Walking distance to the shops makes it a great location. Insulation
that surveys your sweeping front lawns. The double entrance provides great access for cars, boat and more. and large heatpump. Self contained cabin at the rear of the property. Guide price - Offers over $550,000.
RT5647 =3 Tyl o2 2= RT5646 — R — NI

www.richardsons.co.nz IRl:hardsons

/Richardsons /Richardsons

Ngatea / Rural Paeroa

4 Fernleigh Street, Kerepehi Offers Over $600,000 9 Corbett Street, Paeroa $439,000

Massive 2023m2 section (more or less) with two lot numbers on one title. Open plan lounge / dining with
views. HRV, heat pump & insulation top & bottom. Galley kitchen with gas cooker. Upgraded bathroom. The
laundry & toilet are separate. 3 double bedrooms. Internal access stairs to basement.

RN1374 - AVALON PASCOE 0275 689 707 =3l el =1
6520 State Highway 26, Paeroa Offers Over $595,000

Calling all DIY enthusiasts, or anyone with a bit of imagination looking for a home to stamp their mark on. This
1910's property is in original condition but has loads of great features to work with. 3 good sized brms that
lead through to a separate lounge and into an open plan kitchen/dining.

3 Bedroom home on 3,241m2 (more or less) section with fenced paddock. New carpet and drapes, renovated
bathroom and toilet. Lovely rural outlook. Spacious double garage with attached room. Established trees along
road frontage.

RRP218 - KEVIN FATHERS 027 279 9800 CER- R V¥ RG1919 - KYLIE HEDGES 027 210 2996 =3 1 =1

PAEROA NGATEA - -
07 862 7888 07 867 7800 IRlChardsonS For further properties please visit our website IRlChardsonS

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ

54 Belmont Road 33 Orchard Road Ece;ISSj;tAi;B%;‘IREINZ WWW_ ri c h a rd so n s : c o : n z s

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz




12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, June 30,2021 www.valleyprofile.co.nz

\Vaccinations for
‘he rest of Aotearoa
New Zealand

The COVID-19 vaccination rollout for the general population
starts from the end of July.

Our COVID-19 vaccination programme has built momentum Getting avaccination

steadily since February. We are vaccinating around 100,000

people a week at the moment. In the second half of the year Step1 Receiving an invitation

we hit top speed and everyone in New Zealand aged 16 and we'll call or send you an email, text or letter to invite
over will be able to be vaccinated. you to book.

Moving to the general population Step2  Makeyour booking

From 28 July, go to Book My Vaccine or call the new
national call centre to book both doses, or to register
if your age band isn't open yet.

So far, vaccinations have been made available to those most at
risk of getting COVID-19 to limit the chances of it getting into the

wider population.
Step3 Getyour vaccination

Have your first vaccination dose.
3-6 weeks later have your second vaccination dose.

With more vaccine supply coming on, and having ramped up our
infrastructure, vaccinations for everyone else in New Zealand
aged 16 and over (the general population) start from 28 July.

Thisis a very large group of people. To make this flow smoothly, If you don’t hear from us, or are concerned, you can register
we will break this down by age bands. for your vaccination through the new national Book My Vaccine
All people aged 60 plus can book their vaccinations from 28 July. booking system at any time from 28 July.
Then, two weeks later, people who are 55 plus. From there, new
age bands will be opened up every 2-3 weeks based on confirmed Importa nt dates
deliveries of the vaccine and the speed of rollout to earlier groups. 28 July People 60+ Vaccinations open
By mid tg late August, invitatio.ns §h9u|d be open for people over 11 August People 55+ Vaccinations open
45. By mid to late September, invitations should be open for those _ o
over 35, with everyone else being eligible from October. Midtolate Aug  People 45 + Invitations should open
. . Mid to late Sept People 35+ Invitations should open
Invitations o
October People 16+ Invitations should open

Most people will get a direct invitation to book - either by email,

text, phone call or in the post. You will then be able to book through
Book My Vaccine, a new national booking system that will be online
from 28 July, or phone a new national call centre. Availability of As we go through the year there will be other ways for people

booking slots (the date, time and place you can be vaccinated) to be vaccinated. These will include workplace vaccinations and
will vary between district health board (DHB) regions. other targeted vaccination events across the country. For some

remote rural communities we will vaccinate all age groups at the
same time to make it easier for them. Our successful whanau-
centred approach to vaccinations will continue for Maoriand
Registration Pacific communities and those with disabilities.

Other ways to get vaccinated

Once you are eligible to be vaccinated, you can be vaccinated
atany time. There is no cut off.

Even if your age band isn't open, everyone aged 16 and over will
be able to go to Book My Vaccine to register for an invitation from
28 July. Registration means we will be certain to have your correct
contact details and when your age group is opened, you will get an

invitation telling you it’s your turn to book. U n i te
Find out more at Covid19.govt.nz a ga | n St

New Zealand Government C O\/ | D ‘1 9
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Te Puru School’s Otis Taylor spots a clearing and makes a run for it, with Zaylee Savage, right, offering full support. Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

Rippin’ good fun

Schools from throughout the Thames Valley gathered

at Paeroa Domain on June 23 for the Thames Valley
Primary Schools Rippa Rugby Finals Tournament. The
top placements were the Waihi Beach Tohora (1st), and
Waihi East Kokako (2nd) in the Year 5 and 6 division; and
the Mercury Bay Area School Jetz (1st), and Waihi College
Underdogs (2nd) in the Year 7 and 8 division. Valley
Profile reporter KELLEY TANTAU caught all the action

Marshall Bowen reaches for the tag.
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Moanataiari’s Taj Shlrlwastow-Gardyne fends off Wa|h| players Archie Stove, from Te Puru School, makes a run for it. Ngatea’s Patrick Beagley makes a pass.
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Queen’s Head a sight to behold once more

By KELLEY TANTAU

A rocky outcrop that bears
the resemblance of former
British monarch Queen Victo-
ria can be seen from the road
once again.

The landmark, dubbed
Queen’s Head, located between
Waihi and Waikino, has had
gorse, macrocarpa, and pine
trees cleared from around the
cliff face that holds her.

It's thanks to landowners
Pete and Vicki Beveridge, Waih1
Heritage Vision, and a grant
from Hauraki District Council.
According to
the September
1990  Ohine-
muri Regional
History Jour-
nal, Queen’s
Head was, in historical terms,
priceless.

“She has been a landmark in
the district long before records
were kept or man arrived, and
she would have been there long
before her namesake ascended
the British throne.

“She would have seen the
first Maori arrive in the area,
followed by miners as they
walked into the district. Then,
with the formation of the road,
the packhorses, stage coaches
and other traffic. Nowadays all
sorts of motorised transport
pass round her base,” the jour-
nal read.

“However, visibility of her is
now somewhat obscured by a
seedling pine tree and travel-
lers passing through would be
Eard put to get a glimpse of

er.”

“There she is, be-
hold the queen.”

That’s now changed follow-
ing Pete and Vicki Beveridge’s
successful plea to the district
council for funding to clear the
monarch’s face.

The couple live on the land
on which the rock sits, and
Pete told The Profile they'd
looked into clearing the scrub,
but knew the costs of the traf-
fic management needed to par-
tially close the road, as well as
an experienced arborist, would
soon add up. They were en-
couraged to apply for council
funding, and were supported
by Goldfields Railway, whose
train passes by
Queen’s Head, as
well as members

of the commu-
- Pete Beveridge nity.They received
almost  $10,000

from the council to get the job
done.

“You say ‘Queen’s Head’ to a
lot of people in town and they
don’t know what you’re talking
about, but there’s an awful lot
of people who do,” Pete said.

“They say: ‘When we used
to come home as kids, we’d be
looking out for Queen’s Head,
because that’s when we knew
we were home’.”

Pete and Vicki are both in-
volved in their local commu-
nity, and Pete is the son of
former Waitakere ranger Bill
Beveridge, who, alongside Bill’s
father Joe, had a walking track
named after him in the Auck-
land ranges.

Pete had found he had the
same inclination for history.

“We're quite happy to be the
custodians of [Queen’s Head].

The iconic Queen’s Head rock between Waihi and Waikino can now be seen from the road along State Highway 2.

“It could quietly erode over
a couple hundred years, but at
the moment, it’s still here and
recognisable for what it was in
the first place,” he said.

“There she 1is, behold the
queen.”

As far as is known, there is no
record of who dubbed the rock
Queen’s Head, but according to

the Ohinemuri Journal, verbal

accounts said a couple of miners
in Queen Victoria’s day noticed
the resemblance to the ruling
monarch, and that is what the

rock has been called ever since. Workers clear the historic Queen’s Head rock site.

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Photo: SUPPLIED

Valley Education & Training welcomes
all new farmers and their families to the district.

The backbone of the country continues the hard slog through these rough times
as usual and it is appreciated.
In a recent survey, it was noted that 60% of New Zealanders have a positive
attitude towards agriculture — one wonders what the other 40% eat.

At Valley Education & Training, we operate a number of Agriculture programmes,
from entry level to more advanced, along with mechanical engineering,
retail among others.

If you have employees that need to upskill, or perhaps you
want to continue your own upskilling journey, we have a one-
day-a week agriculture Level 3 programme that can be done
between milkings or during the dry off period. This programme
is FREE. Among our other free programmes is our new Te Mahi
Whenua offering 15 week skills based training.

We are a “for farmers, taught by farmers” education provider.
Valley Education: we might be small but we are
big in the Valley.

We also offer free transport throughout the Waihi, Paeroa, Kerepehi,
Ngatea and Thames areas.
All the best for your new venture and remember,
farmers are outstanding in their field.

Call 07 8687892 or call and txt 027 314 1577

| il

The Valley Profile is running an End

Nikki Sanders
Phone: 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

The Final Farewe

advertising feature on July 21.

If you'd like to be part of this feature,
contact Nikki today to book your advertisement
Booking deadline: Friday, July 9

rofile

of Life
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2021 KIA Picanto Auto
FROM 20,990

plus on road costs

e —

2021 KIA Niro Petrol Hybrid
___ FROM 39,990

plus on road costs

PRE ORDER YOUR
NEW KIA TODAy !!!

THAMES VALLEY KIA
321 Pollen Street, Thames

FROM i 3
528,090 = -
ST
plus on 4

road costs

Ph 07 868 8951
Paul Griffin 021 169 4036
www.ThamesKia.co.nz

2018 Toyota Hilux Cruiser, 4WD, Auto $54,990
2018 Nissan Pathfinder ST-L, 3.5 Itr $44,990
2018 Toyota Corolla GX, Auto, Hatch $24,790
2018 Toyota Yaris, Sig Class, Auto $19,990
2017 Hyundai Accent, 1.6 Itr, Auto, Alloys $17,990
2017 Kia Rio LX, Hatch, Auto, 1 Owner, NZ New $17,990
2016 Hyundai Tucson Elite, AWD, Diesel $34,990
2016 Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys $18,990
2014 Toyota Rav4, 2.5 Itr, AWD, T/bar $21,990

VEUEA LI ERLWEINES

www.valley.toyota.co.nz e 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Finance -

Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

N

All New 2021 Toyota
Highlander Hybrid

Toyota’s Hybrid SUV with AWD,
2,000kg braked towing capacity,
5.6 Itr/100 ks, 7 seats.

Demos arriving soon.
Book now for a test drive.

2019 Mitsubishi Outlander, 2.4P 2WD $29,990
2018 Toyota Corolla, Hatch, Auto $24,990
2018 Toyota Yaris GX, Sig Class $19,990
2018 Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 Itr, Auto $19,990
2017 Toyota Corolla GLX, Auto, Alloys, Sedan  $21,790
2014 Toyota Hilux SR5 3.0TD 4WD DC $43,990
2014 Mazda Demio, Hatch, Auto $10,990
2006 Toyota Allion, 2.0L Auto sedan $7,990

2005 Mitsubishi Colt, Auto $4,990

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill ¢ 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642




16 THE VALLEY PROFILE, June 30, 2021

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

s

SUDOK .

n

to view :
by appointment
Come and experience
the difference!
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82 Richmond St, Thames

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!

All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement
Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.
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PHONE US |

Living the lifestyle,

Richmond  loving the choice...  JRAV/AN
‘M [ ﬁ’l k) A lifestyle village in [Siw qraiinn
tioiviiviia.  Thames on the Coromandel —~—

0800 868 5484

www.richmondvillas.co.nz
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JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Book of photos (5)
4 Possess a special
sensitivity to danger
(4,1,5,5)

14 Pester (5)

15 Iron alloy (5)

16 Intersections (10)
17 Weary (5)

19 Small child (3)
20 Root vegetable (7)
21 Lifelike (9)

22 Greenfly (6)

25 Requesting
forcefully (9)

27 Ice cream dish (6)
28 Tacky (6)

33 Carry out (10)

35 Spider’s trap (3)
36 Burglarproof (6)
37 Boast (4)

39 Vase (3)

41 Shortfall (7)

42 Tin alloy (6)

43 Ludicrous (9)

44 Free-for-all (5)
45 Powerfully attractive
(8)

50 Exists (2)

51 Saying little (8)
55 Battle (5)

58 Menial cur (anag)(9)
59 On land (6)

60 Quantities (7)

61 Friend (3)

63 Wheel shaft (4)
64 Sculpted likeness
(6)

65 Hotel (3)

66 Maternity (10)

68 Conclusion (6)

69 Instrument used in
fighting (6)

71 Very intelligent (9)
76 Menace (6)

77 Large and grand
tomb (9)

79 Inconsiderate and
reckless motorist (4,3)
81 Tree (3)

84 Musty (5)

85 Fantasist (10)

86 Wet (5)

87 Decelerates (5)

88 Small visible part of
something known to be
much greater (3,2,3,7)
89 Temporary repair (5)

DOWN

2 Deadly (6)

3 Consumers (5)

5 Well-ventilated (4)
6 Of the Orient (7)

7 Amble (6)

8 Hospital pictures
(1-4)

9 Coarse sacking
fabric (7)

10 Consumes (4)
11 Play text (6)

12 Tangles (5)

13 Bewilder (7)

14 Habitual users (7)
18 Let down (10)

23 Letin (5)

24 Whistle, boo (7)
26 Feeling (7)

27 Residential areas

(7)
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29 Reindeer (7)

30 Skin disorder (6)

31 Studies assiduously
)

32 Shock (6)

34 Take notice of (4)
36 Go furtively (5)

38 Inexperienced (5)
40 Siamese (4)

45 Craze (5)

46 Took a chance (7)
47 Cereal heads (4)
48 Stir up (6)

49 Open-mouthed (5)
50 | a Latin (anag)(7)
52 Entrant (10)

53 Anneal (7)

54 Distribute sparingly
(6)

55 Praise to excess (7) M
56 Intone (5)

57 Cheerless (4)

62 Play for time (5)
67 Strip (7)

68 Diplomatic building
)

70 Round of applause
)

72 Edible leafstalk (7)
73 African country (6)
74 Ecclesiastic (6)
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78 Fashion (5) “..... “.. .
80 Play (5) . > . . L

82 Vote against (4)
83 Alcoholic drink (4)
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Cheerful flowers brighten gloomy days

We are almost to the middle of winter
but with temperatures still relatively
warm and few frosts, we are still ex-
periencing good growth. Although it
is a bit gloomy, many cheerful flowers
begin to emerge in the garden, such
as camellias, leucadendrons, daphne
and some blossoming shrubs.
VEGETABLES

If the soil is dry enough, the empty
spaces in the vegetable garden can
be cultivated, fertilised with blood
and bone and sheep pellets and then
planted out. You can also apply a
heavy dressing of compost and leave
as a mulch on the surface to be dug
in later if you don’t want to plant
straight away. Vegetables that can be
planted out this month are beetroot,
bok choi, garlic, lettuce, Mesclun
greens, parsnip, and radishes. Con-
tinue harvesting bok choi, carrots,
cabbage, kale, leeks, lettuce, mescu-
lun, peas, radish, rocket and silver-
beet if you’re lucky enough to have all
this produce in your garden. When
planting new crops, make sure you
put plenty of slug bait and derris dust
around the seedlings to protect from
pests. Onions - continue main season
sowing. Pukekohe Long Keeper is the
best main season variety. Peas - make
early sowings, prepare the ground
thoroughly. Spinach - make further
successive sowings for continued
spring harvest. Vegetable seeds to
sow in containers under shelter in-
clude broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower,
lettuce, and hothouse tomatoes.
FLOWERS

Now is the time to start planting win-
ter sweet, camellias, viburnum, win-
ter roses, hellebores, dianthus, leu-
cadendrons, violets, daphne, kowhai

and flowering kale.

FRUITS

In the fruit garden, it is all about
planting new season fruit trees and
getting those strawberry plants in.
Liven up your garden with some win-
ter blooms. Stone fruits - check for
the earliest signs of bud movement
on early season plums and peaches.
Inspect terminal leaf buds critically.
Green tip sprays are vital for control
of leaf curl and bladder plum infec-
tions. Apply copper oxychloride or
similar. For other fruits, such as
apples and pears, continue winter
pruning and appraise trees critically.
Citrus - harvest citrus carefully. Cold
temperatures are responsible for in-
tensifying skin colour but it doesn’t
necessarily indicate full maturity.
Provide protection against the cold.
Grapes - select the strongest grow-
ing canes when pruning. Cut out old
wood which bore last season’s fruit.
Remove those which are thin and
weak. Passionfruit - apply copper

Camelia flowers are beginning to emerge to brighten gloomy winter days.

oxychloride to protect against grease
spot disease. Berry fruits: Complete
pruning. Strawberries - carefully cul-
tivate around plants, side dress with
abalanced NPK fertiliser. Mulch with
either peas straw or pine needles.
ORNAMENTAL SHRUBS & TREES
Winter colour when the leaves
change can be stunning and berries
such as idesia, holly and pyracantha
brighten the garden as well.
ROSES
As a general rule, lightly prune after
each flush of flowering. Hard prun-
ing in winter is required to stimulate
the growth of sturdy fresh shoots. Re-
move old and damaged wood.
COMPOST HEAP
Cut up light prunings and twigs from
fruit trees and rose bushes and in-
clude in compost with lawn clipping
and poultry manure if you have. Aer-
ate compost heaps to encourage rap-
id breakdown.
Enjoy your garden.

- Ngatea Garden Circle

Deadline extended
for business awards

usinesses entering the Hauraki Coromandel

Business Awards have more time to get their
entries in now the deadline has been pushed out
to July 31.

Committee chair Kate Rigg said there was a lot
of interest in this year’s event and organisers de-
cided to extend the deadline so businesses had
more time to put together their applications.

Kate said the were also trying something new
this year. “We’re asking the public to suggest who
they’d like to see enter. We'll then let businesses
know they’ve been put forward and send them the
information they need,” she said.

“Knowing they have their community behind
them is a huge confidence boost for people think-
ing about giving it a go.”

There are seven categories businesses can en-
ter: Emerging Business, Hospitality, Manufactur-
ing & Trade, Professional Services, Retail, Rural
& Primary Industries, and Tourism. There are
also awards for Service to Business and the hotly-
contested People’s Choice: public nominations for
these two categories open on September 6.

Committee chair Kate Rigg said the past year
was an incredibly challenging time for businesses.

“But people here have shown extraordinary re-
silience and that’s something we want to acknowl-
edge and celebrate,” she said.

“Previous entrants say the awards process is an
excellent opportunity to reflect on how they oper-
ate.

“They say it’s helped them set goals, renewed
their enthusiasm for their business, and to feel
very proud of the work they’re doing here in Hau-
raki and Coromandel.”

The gala evening for the 2021 Hauraki Coro-
mandel Business Awards is on October 28 at the
Grand Mercure Puka Park in Pauanui. The event
was postponed last year due to Covid-19.

Entry forms can be downloaded from www.hau-
rakicoromandelbusinessawards.co.nz. For more
information, email info@haurakicoromandel-
businessawards.co.nz.
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For more information...

Gilmer Farms

\X/e have a great range of
Potted Spring bulbs
Find us at Thames market
(weather permitting)

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1 2 3 4
]guly 2
ey "'PA" Non planting Non planting Non planting w
Day Day Day Plant root crops,
Plantlng"clalendar trees and shrubs
8 11
H 11
w Non planting Non planting Non planting w Non planting
Plant root crops, Day Day Day Day
trees and shrubs
12 13 14 15 16 17
1 1 E
Non planting Non planting Non planting Non planting ﬁ ﬁ ’ ".
Day Day Day Day Plant above Plant above
ground crops ground crops
20 21 22 23 24 25
1 1
Non planting Non planting » » Non planting
Day Day Plant above Plant above Day
ground crops ground crops Full Moon
29 30 31 | ‘!
T
Non planting Non planting Non planting w E *
Day Day Day Plant root crops, &

T

trees and shrubs
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CLASSIFIEDS

ARBORIST

Situations Vacant

Wanted to Buy | Public Notices
Bottles, tins, coins, signs, || Thames Land Search
tools, estate lots Ph 021 and Rescue
060 7659. Notice of AGM

Monday July 5 7:30pm

For Sale ATC building

Thames Airfield
Clivia plants, Kerepehi col- All welcome
lect $5ea. Ph 021 2119889 || Enquiries to Justine
0274 341 565
THAMES MUSIC GROUP
Now ta king INCORPORATED
ANNUAL GENERAL
‘e MEETING
CIaSSIerdS The AGM for the Thames
Music Group
W E E KLY will be held at 2.30pm
on Friday 23rd July in the
Baptist Church Lounge
022 130 3885 303 Mary Street, Thames

Public Notices

Valley Education & Training
is pleased to introduce our new
programme, Te Mahi Whenua,
to our stable of courses.
Te Mahi Whenua is a 15 week
Level 3 Programme designed
to get people back to the land.
We have designed Te Mahi
Whenua to give you confidence with
all kinds of machinery — quad bikes,
two wheelers, chainsaws,
fencing — both wire and post and rails.
Te Mahi Whenua is what it says:
less classroom time, more time on
the land with hands-on
real world learning.
Call us and we’ll sort out
your goals for you.
Ph 07 868 7892

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing
o Weedeating
e Hedge & tree trim

Notice of

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 28th July 2021 at 5:30pm

at Gastronomics, Pollen Street

To promote
your
business in
our monthly
health and
wellness

Dairy Farm

Assistant
Permanent full time
position available from
July on a 300 cow
24ASHB farm located
near Thames. Tidy

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Jo’

Teacher - Part Time
Fixed Term contract position
for remainder of 2021

Part time fixed term contract
commencing 0.6 with potential to go to
full time as student roll grows.
Preference given to applicants with
flexibility to increase to full time
as and when required.

Please visit www.nhs.school.nz
for further information
and required online application form

-

We are looking for people to join our fun loving
team in Thames.

If you have experience as a chef, duty
manager or kitchen hand and can work nights
and weekends. Phone 868 6008 or 027 697

9003 for

more information.
PI 'n.‘r"al.n.'.I i le

PART TIME PAPER RUNNERS

We are Iooklng for rellable people to
deliver the Valley Profile
every week - Ngatea, Paeroa,
Thames
Please apply to
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

To make sure your
business is seen, you
need to advertise in the

paper that is being read.
Grow your profile

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

e,

PLUMBER

@ Plurnbing
Laser
Tharmes
PLUMBING ¢ DRAINAGE ¢ GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
07 868 6021

thames@laserplumbing.co.nz
“Covering The Valley”

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,
Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

For information on Nominations to the Board, 2 bdrm house with a p | l S o Aji ch|II| and
3 garage available. page tor only heritage tomato
please contact Sue at the TBA office Experience prefered $128 contact seeds for sale
by phone: 022 466 1031 or by but not necessary. Nikki tod * Affordable Graphic Design Service
email to: manager@thamesbusiness.co.nz Primary ITO studies 1KKI toqay. ,
encouraged. Phone This includes a for Business Cards, Flyers & Pamphlets
-{"‘*' i 021 674 702 for free editorial! Ph 021 100 8709
| Assoclation nfother 022 130 3885
information. E: aajisservices@outlook.com
Situations Vacant Situations Vacant HIRE CENTRE
Northern Health School - Thames Unit | | [HOSPO STAFF WANTED THAMES

HIRE CENTRE

=19
Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland
Telephone: 07 868 9350

Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz
www.thameshire.co.nz

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

TARS
TECH & ADMI
BUSINESS SUPPORT
IT SUPPORT
NERD, MYOR

ACHN
WERSTTE
DERT 0L LECTON
NOT DERNS
www.tabs.net.nz

PAINT
* Quality * Paint * Colour ¢ Advice
* Wallpaper * Accessories
Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

AUTYENS]UNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE
ISTS

SPECIAL |
' PORTALOO HIRE | |

= 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

e Section clearing
e Gardening
o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 © Odd jobs considered
John Hedges  One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

ELECTRICIAN
¢ Rural & Dairy

¢ Commercial

« Residential  ° Heat Pumps

¢ Service &
Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

ﬁl a SEI : r” ' (07) 867-7049

#O%/

FUNERAL DIRECTORS |
Our fumzly serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

¢ Industrial

« Traditional and

Bespoke Funerals
« Direct Cremation
o Pre-Planning

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen

Funeral Directors
- i L\
-l..ﬂ '. ‘L

LEGAL & BusmEss CONSULTANT

Need help with legal
& court proceeding?

Susanna Kruger
Ph: 027 538 9789
E: susannakruger20@gmail.com

Senvicing Thames & Surrounding Areas

Contact
Richard Battson
027 666 3606
“For All Your

Plumbing Needs”

SIGN DESIGN PRINT
Professional Sign & Design Service

» Logo Design & Company Branding
o Vehicle Graphics

o Directional & Information Signs

® Shop & Site Signage

o Footpath Signs

® Banners

© Business Cards

13 Francis Street, Paeroa 3600  valleysigns@xtra.co.nz

0210 6777 02

07 862 8290
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Foquer of Ngatea remembered
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As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1931

The magnificently named Mr

Ingvald John Hansen Bratlie
- formerly one of the best known
men on the Hauraki Plains, died
at Auckland. He was considered
the founder of the township of
Ngatea.

Born in Norway in 1866, he
was educated in law at Oslo Uni-
versity, specialising in Ancient
and Modern languages and se-
curing several degrees includ-
ing a doctor of philosophy. He
excelled at military college and
became the champion ski run-
ner of Norway. He arrived in
Wellington in 1890, later ac-
quiring a sawmill and farm at
Pelorus Sound. At the first bal-
lot of the Hauraki Plains land,
Mr Bratlie drew a section at Or-
chard (Ngatea) and channelled
his considerable energies into
becoming one of its first settlers.

An ‘epidemic’ of petty thefts
from unoccupied residences
swept through Paeroa. Three
houses were ransacked but no
money was found. The miscre-
ants inflicted considerable dam-
age however by smashing crock-
ery. Three boys were charged
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Turua in 1920, showing the main concrete road of the district.

with the offences and remanded
to the Children’s Court.

The large shell deposits at Mi-
randa caught the attention of a
company who had plans for a
lime works there. An application
was made to the Thames Har-
bour Board to lease the foreshore
and for a freight quotation to the
amount of 30,000 tons per an-
num. The company also asked
for the use of the southern side
of Thames’ Burke St wharf, pro-
vided the channel was dre(i)
out. Conveyers would be erected
from the barges to the large shed
on the wharf, where the shell
would be burnt and crushed, the
finished article being dispatched
from the railway siding. The
Harbour Board, recognising that
the project meant the employ-
ment of a large number of men,
drew up attractive terms for the
company. A liberal application
of lime was necessary to farm
the swamp land successfully and
quantities of lime were already
used yearly. With such large
deposits of shell at the farmers’
back door it was considered the
works would be a valuable acqui-
sition to the district.

Sound on film apparatus
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was installed in the Turua Hall
and the whole of the plant was
brought right up to date with
the very latest improvements.
This permitted the screening of
a much wider range of good pic-
tures which had previously been
impossible with the sound disc
apparatus.

A man driving a tractor at-
tached to a hay press from Neth-
erton to Pipiroa had no lights on
either machine, but anticipated
that he would arrive at his des-
tination before sunset. However,
in crossing to the Pipiroa ferry
the hay press stuck in the mud
and by the time the machine
was pulled out, darkness had
fallen. He took his machines
along the Pipiroa Rd intending
to park them in a nearby pad-
dock, but another man who was
driving a lorry came up behind
and collided violently with the
hay press. The driver stated that
he was dazzled by the lights of
an approaching car. The mag-
istrate said the case was one of
misfortune, but there had been
a technical breach. He fined the
lorry driver 10 shillings and costs
for not having his lorry equipped
with two independent brakes.

! The St George’s Commu-
nity Choir performs Songs
for Solstice in the church
at a concert on June 20,
conducted by Jono Dunlop.
Choir spokesperson Bar-
bara Tegg said the group
had two great performanc-
es with great audiences on
June 19-20, especially on
the Sunday. “There have
been lots of accolades
and wonderful comments.
[We] so enjoyed singing
and a brilliant organ perfor-
mance was a special treat.”
Organist Micheal Bell, who
played two solos in each
performance, asked the au-
dience to suggest a song he
could improvise. “The audi-
ence really appreciated his
talent and versatility.”

Ulysses Waihi-Thames Valley branch member George Haffenden is the

group’s most senior active member.
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Special ride honours
Ulysses club member

The Ulysses Motorcycle Club
celebrated one of its long-
standing members last week.

The Ulysses Waihi-Thames
Valley branch, which rides out
from Paeroa each Thursday
morning, marked George
Haffenden’s 84th birthday with
a ride through Matamata to
Hobbiton Shire.

George is the branch’s most
senior active member and
regularly enjoys joining the
group on its rides. He has been
a member of the club for more
than 30 years.

The Thames man is also a
volunteer for St John, helps at
Thames Hospital every Tuesday
and is an active member of the
local Vintage and Classic Car

Club, attending most events.

Ride organiser  Trevor
Birchall said George enjoyed
a recent brunch ride with the
club so he wanted to organise a
special ride for him to celebrate
his birthday. George was
unable to ride last week, but
was presented with a birthday
cake.

The Clubinvites all riders over
40 to join them on its Thursday
rides, assembling at the L&P
Bottle in Paeroa at 9:15am to
ride out at 9:30am sharp. The
group also organises weekend
rides. For more information,
find the Ulysses Waihi - Thames
Valley Branch Facebook Page
or contact Wayne, 021 0282
8442 or Trevor 021 701 466.
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Valley cricket commumty farewells champlon

By KELLEY TANTAU

He s been credited with cre-
ating a cricket comeback
in the Thames Valley, and now,
as he prepares for his next pro-
fessional chapter, his sporting
comrades celebrate what came
to be known as the “Ram Re-
gime”.

Ramesh Subasinghe will leave
the Thames Valley for a role
as pathways programme head
coach and manager at Otago

about a disastrous decline in the
game at all levels.

“Many good people tried to ar-
rest the slide. None came even
close to succeeding until Ram
was appointed by Waikato Val-
ley Association three years ago.

“What he has accomplished
through his infectious love of the
game and excellent administra-
tion skills in particular, has been
quite amazing,” Mr Cotter said.

“Is the Ram Regime well
enough established to prosper

Cricket on now that he
July 2. “My passion for cricket js has moved

He’s spent . . on to the
the past three Probably the biggest driver ey phase
ggarS; in the for me. I think God made of Wlhatb will

istrict as . . surely be a
cricket devel- cricket on the eighth day.” rewarding
opment  of- - Ramesh Subasinghe career path
ficer. He also for him? No

carried out coaching responsi-
bilities in the performance envi-
ronment across both the men’s
and women’s game. This year,
the 37-year-old was voted the
New Zealand Cricket Develop-
ment Officer of the Year.

Friend and Waikato Valley
Cricket Association life member
Mike Cotter called Ramesh a
champion, one who “completely
changed the whole cricketing
scene” within the Thames Val-
ley. Mr Cotter said a decades-
long absence of cricket in the
area led to a loss of the Thames
Valley “spirit”, and brought

one would be happier than this
old cricket lover if the game con-
tinued to trend towards what we
experienced during the golden
days of cricket in this district.”

Glenn Crowe, a friend of
Ramesh’s who this year won the
Northern Districts Cricket As-
sociation award for Outstand-
ing Contribution and Services
to Community Coaching, said
when Ramesh was initially ap-
pointed as development officer,
it was a case of “here we go, here
comes another person who will
just do what they have to, to tick
the boxes required”.
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Ramesh Subasinghe leaves for a role with Otago Cricket on July 2. Photo: SUPPLIED

“How wrong were we,” he
said.

“Ram has been nothing of the
sort. He built the relationships
in our cricket communities by
going out and meeting with like-
minded people, and basically

did what he said he was going to
do, and then some.

“Sure, he has been recognised
through winning awards, but
this guy will always be remem-
bered as being someone who
gave everything to his role and

genuinely cared about people,
players, and the community.

“We know that Otago cricket
is in good hands with Ramesh
there to help steer their ship,”
he said.

From 2006-2012, Ramesh,
a former pace bowler, played
first-class cricket for his home
country, Sri Lanka. Between
2007-2013, he travelled to the
United Kingdom to play as an
overseas professional.

He told The Profile the Waika-
to Valley had been a great home
for the past three years.

He said he was “humbly
proud” of all that has been
achieved during his tenure.

“I'd like to give a very heartfelt
thank you to the entire com-
munity who have worked with
me to achieve what we have
achieved.

“My passion for cricket is
probably the biggest driver for
me. I think God made cricket on
the eighth day,” he said.

“I have full confidence in the
community, because there is
enough capability to take cricket
forward, and I know Northern
Districts is really committed to
keeping it going.

“And it would be a dream to
see someone from Thames Val-
ley someday go on to become a
Black Cap, and knowing you had
something to do with it, would
be one of the greatest things.”
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