Tensions rise as roadworks continue to disrupt Ngatea, P2
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By KELLEY TANTAU

hey didn’t intend to “take

over the world” with tie-
dye, but the Ngatea duo behind
Sticky Lizzid Tees are doing
their bit to brighten the lives of
people with cancer.

David and Mary Watkin cre-
ated the kaleidoscopic business
back in 2012. Initially inter-
ested in screen printing, they
changed tack and began tie-
dyeing t-shirts, which went on
sale at The Gallery Ngatea.

An online store followed, and
eventually the pair designed
shirts for a local touch team,
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they sell.

ing their first baby.
Y

as well as 150 travel tees for a

Cook Island sports squad.

Now, they are using their col-
ourful clothing to raise money
for the NZ Cancer Society,
while also donating some tie-
dye bandanas to Waikato Hos-
pital’s oncology ward, where
their eldest son is undergoing
treatment.

The inspiration behind the
business name, David and
Mary’s son Josh, 29, was diag-
nosed with cancer last year. He
was operated on and despite all
looking good, on his birthday
in March, he was informed the
cancer had returned. He and

RIGHT: David and Mary Watkin
will donate money to the NZ
Cancer Society for every t-shirt

INSET: Josh Watkin and his
partner Claire, who are expect-

partner Claire are expecting
their first baby in September.

“He had very long, beautiful,
red hair, and for him to lose his
hair, it was a big deal,” Mary
said. “And going to the ward,
we saw all the people there and
we thought: ‘There must be a
way to brighten their day up
somehow’,” David added.

The couple will give $5 from
every Sticky Lizzid bandana
sold to the Cancer Society, and
with every bandana sold, they
will make another to be passed
on to an oncology patient.

“When Josh was a tiny fella,
there was always an awful lot of

el

those little skinks around, and
he’d lift up rocks and be really
careful with them, and one day
[a skink] ran across his hand,
and he said: ‘Sticky lizard,
mum’,” David said.

Lizards’ uniqueness and their
ability to change colour also
inspired the business - which
operates by a “fingerprints in
cotton” ethos.

“Every [item] is different,”
David said. “We try and not
have anything that’s the same
and with tie-dye, it’s always a
toss-up with what’s going to
happen anyway.”

The pair enjoy experimenting
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with colours and patterns, but
admit there’s a “box of dooz-
ies” hidden somewhere in the
house. The business has be-
come a hit at celtic fairs and
goes into hyperdrive ahead of
summer, and David and Mary
juggle it all between their jobs
as teacher aides.

“There was no real thought
about taking over the world,
we just love the tie-dye, it’s an
uplifting thing,” David said.
“When people put it on, it’s col-
ourful and joyful, and it makes
them happy.”

To purchase or donate: www.
stickylizzidtees.com.
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Tensions rise
as Ngatea road
works drag on

By KELLEY TANTAU

Confuswn over ‘resident
only’ signs putting drivers
off from getting to Ngatea’s
main street has further fuelled
tensions over ongoing road-
works in the town.

Work to upgrade the main
street began in January, 2020,
and was expected to take
around three months, but af-
ter a number of weather de-
lays and “softer than expected
ground conditions” the project
has still not been completed.

The final stage of the upgrade
to State Highway 2 - which in-
volves laying 40o0m of asphalt
between Paul Dr and Pipiroa
Rd - began on April 6, and ac-
cording to the Waka Kotahi
New Zealand Transport Agency
(NZTA), had “about a week” to
go. Part of the road is reduced
to one lane, with southbound
traffic diverted down Pipiroa
Rd. However, early in the pro-
ject’s onset, issues were raised
by the local community about
the detour, as heavy vehicles
took the first opportunity to
turn right down Mahana Rd.

Therefore, ‘resident only’

signs were implemented, NZTA
Waikato system manager Cara
Lauder said.

“With kids at home for two
weeks, it was deemed prudent
to stop through-traffic going
through residential streets for
safety reasons.

“Our team decided to trial
‘resident only’ signage about a
week into the project, which we
installed to prevent heavy vehi-
cles using the residential roads
(particularly at night), as there
was an issue with vehicle en-
gines braking in the early hours
of the morning,” she said.

However, residents and busi-
ness owners said the signs en-
couraged drivers not to travel
into Ngatea’s main street, and
instead bypass the town using
Pipiroa Rd.

Residents put up their own
sign on Pipiroa Rd and posts on
social media were distributed
to inform shoppers that Ngatea
remained “open for business”,
after the town already suffered
a challenging year with the on-
going works and the Covid-19
pandemic.

Sukh Singh, the owner of
Fresh Way, a shop which

for business.

opened only three months ago,
said things had been “very qui-
et” since the final stage of the
project commenced.

The shop can only be ac-
cessed from north-bound driv-
ers turning left down Kaihere
Rd, right down Hayward, then
right down Darlington St.

“We do have people coming
in to support us, but it is very,
very quiet. I've asked some of
the workers, why they aren’t
working over the weekend,
and they say they don’t have
enough people.

“It can be raining for a couple
of days and they don’t do work,
and on Saturday and Sunday
the sun can be shining, but
they’re not coming.”

Hauraki Plains local Jan Pa-

Residents have erected their own sign to let visitors know Ngatea is still open

Photo: NIKKI SANDERS

ton said tensions were running
high in Ngatea following the
latest works and subsequent
detour.

“This started over a year ago
and there’s lots of little things
that have happened - none of it
has gone smoothly,” she said.

“We've got businesses that
are really struggling... and I just
thought after the first half of
the road debacle, they would’ve
thought really carefully about
the second half.”

Cara Lauder said cars were
still able to access both Ma-
hana Rd and Stembridge Rd,
and that electronic sign boards
had since been installed at the
SH2/25 roundabout and Pip-
iroa Rd, to further encourage
trucks to take the detour.
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Bus routes spark
safety backlash

By KELLEY TANTAU

Backlash over school bus
routes has raised the ques-
tion of who would be responsi-
ble for children’s safety as they
made their way to new pick-up
points along “dangerous” high-
ways.

At a public meeting held at
the Kopuarahi Community
Centre on April 27 to discuss
the changes to eight Haura-
ki Plains College bus routes,
which would see students walk
kilometres to get to their new
bus stops rather than be picked
up close to home, parents
looked to the ministry to allevi-
ate their safety concerns.

“If you let our kids walk
these roads, it’s not if they’ll
get killed, it’s when they’ll get
killed,” Lisa Wiggins said.

Her daughter would have to
be left on the corner of Bush
Rd and Piako Rd to wait for
her new bus, or walk to Bugger
Cafe along SH25 - where seven
fatal crashes happened in the
past five years.

Another woman said her
grandchildren would have to
walk 4.5km along Hauraki Rd
to get to the nearest pick-up
point. “And don’t say the par-
ents can take them because
the parents are busy; they are

working people,” she said.

To that, the ministry’s group
manager for school transport
James Meffan gave an admit-
tedly “unpopular answer”.

“We run a service where it
is absolutely paramount that
we ensure the safety of kids.
So, while eligible kids, that we
designed the service for, are on
our buses, we take full respon-
sibility.

“We do not make any judg-
ment about the safety of roads
or the safety of walking beside
them,” he said.

“Now, you can tell me that
parents are too busy, but no
parent is too busy.

‘If you let our kids
walk these roads,
it’s not if they’ll
get killed, it’s when
they’ll get killed’

- Lisa Wiggins

“If they identify a risk to their
children, is a parent really go-
ing to say that it’s the minis-
try’s fault? When it’s not within
our remit, the safety of a child
is the responsibility of the par-
ent.”

The meeting, chaired by Co-

The public meeting was well-attended and gave families a chance to voice their concerns to the Ministry of Education
over new bus routes around the Hauraki Plains.

romandel MP Scott Simpson
and attended by Hauraki May-
or Toby Adams, was called after
affected families were told in
April about changes to school
bus routes in Term 2.

Hauraki Plains College prin-
cipal Ngaire Harris put her
“hand up” and apologised for
the shortcomings in commu-
nication. The school was in-
formed of the changes back in
December.

“I do understand, as a kid
who went on a school bus from
Turua, that we're used to things
how they are, and it’s really dif-
ficult when things change,” she
said.

“T hope that you would think
that as principal, I'm here for
kids, and that’s always been my
stance, so I'll do whatever I can

to help with this situation.”

According to the ministry’s
school transport eligibility cri-
teria, to get school transport
assistance, students must live
at least 4.8km from the school,;
the school must be the closest
state or state-integrated school
where the student can enrol;
and there must be no “suitable”
public transport options.

Mr Meffan said this policy
was not changing, but staff
were instead working to bring
things back within the policy.

“We have a group of people
whose job it is to go out and
take stock of the local area to
understand how many eligi-
ble students we have, and to
make sure our routes are de-
signed and are fit-for-purpose
to carry those eligible students

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

to schools. We have a range of
kids in a range of situations,
and my mission is to make sure
that those who need it most get
the most urgent attention.

“So, in some respects, I am
unapologetic when I say if there
are routes we’ve put on for kids
who are not eligible for our as-
sistance, I'll be looking to cor-
rect that so we can spend the
money where it is most need-
ed.”

Scott Simpson later told The
Profile the meeting resulted in
a “temporary reprieve”, with
the ministry delaying imple-
mentation of some bus route
changes until Term 3.

“However, this will be of little
comfort to parents concerned
about finding a long-term solu-
tion,” he said.
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High schoolers give back to younger students

By KELLEY TANTAU

ix Thames High School stu-

dents, including one with
interests in pediatric oncology
and another passionate about
midwifery, sat down with
Kopuarahi School’s 19 pupils
around lunchtime on a Mon-
day.

Lying nearby was a pile of
colourful basketballs, netballs,
and dodgeballs, and on the
table were hand-made ham
sandwiches, all paid for with
money raised from a bake sale.

The intention was to provide
Kopuarahi School, in Pipiroa,
with sporting equipment and
healthy kai, and was a first
step in what would hopefully
become an ongoing friendship
between the education provid-
ers.

“We were scared when we
got here that no one would talk
to us but the kids are all really
interesting, and it just shows,
looking at them now, that a
little bit can go a long way,”
Thames High student Tyler
Groenewald told The Profile.

“It’s just a little project but
what you can do with it ... you
can just see it as an assessment
or you can see it as an oppor-
tunity.”

The students take a Year 12
health class and have been as-

sisted by teachers Taryn Slee
and David Harrison.

This year, one of their assess-
ments was to ‘give back to our
community’ and, after hear-
ing on the radio that Kopuar-
ahi School was in-need of new
sporting gear, they contacted
principal whaea Chris Patel.

The plan to mentor, inspire,
and assist with the younger
students was put into action,
with Tyler and her classmates
organising a bake sale to raise
money for the equipment and
lunches. They raised close to
$300, Tyler said.

“It meant a lot to us, giv-
ing back to one of the primary
schools we don’t usually give
back to, and we thought it
would be good to get Thames
High School’s name out there
a little bit and give back to the
wider community outside of
Thames,” she said.

“The intention is for it to be
an ongoing thing, every now
and again, pop in and say hi.
We definitely don’t want it to
be a one-time thing.”

Kopuarahi School princi-
pal whaea Chris Patel said she
hoped the project would be
“successful and sustainable”
for future students to be able to
be a part of.

“Society is very good at
knocking young people, but

i L E = S
Thames High students, Tyler Groenewald, left, Faith Wilson, Tumanako Ihaia, Emma Fogg, Mia Nicholson, and Mary

e
L3

Wiki, with their hand-made lunches for Kopuarahi School.

there are young people out
there doing good things,” she
said.

“[These students] are social-
ly responsible young people
seeing how they can play a role
in helping others.

“It’s a healthy thing to pro-
mote, and there’s a positivity
that goes both ways.”

Kopuarahi School student
Dayton Vitasovich tucks in to the
school lunches.

Photos: KELLEY TANTAU
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Free event expands bike skills

By KELLEY TANTAU

free learn-to-ride session in Tapu this month
ttracted around 20 young people keen to
have a go driving on four wheels or two.
Organised by Tony Ngawhika, the event saw
young boys and girls learn how to ride a motor-
bike or a 4-wheeler for the very first time.
It also helped develop the skills of other riders.
“One of the young guys, I gave him his first
motorbike last year, and he’s been doing really
well.
“He’s already on a 125cc and he polishes the
rims like it’s a Harley,” Mr Ngawhika said.

e L 11T o

About 20 young people took part in the in:;ugural event.

“That’s what you do when you learn something
new, and that means a lot to me.

“Showing young people how to ride for the
first time, and then seeing them develop over the
years, that’s what it’s all about.”

Mr Ngawhika is eager to grow the event, and
is planning to host another learn-to-ride session
next summer.

“I learned how to ride a motorbike when I was
about seven, and by the time I was 11-years-old,
I was doing wheelies and running amok.

“I'm just really blessed that I found some
friends in Thames I can do stuff like this with,”
he said.

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PAINT REFURBISHMENT OF
CLASSIC MOTORBIKES

CALL DALE 867 7195 | 027 372 4797
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KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA
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Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz
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WHAT’S ON

Email your community event or club or group notice to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz. Listings published at the
editor’s discretion and may be edited. Clubs and groups are responsible for keeping listings up to date.

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 9: Mother’s Day Tree Planting,
10am to 4pm. Celebrate the mums
in your life and our mother earth at
the same time by planting a tree or
two. Meet at Burke St Reserve, by
Seagull Refuge Centre. Bring along
your gumboots, forks, buckets, and
drink bottles.

May 13: The Sweet Caroline Tour: A
Tribute to Neil Diamond, performing
at Thames War Memorial Civic Cen-
tre, 200 Mary St, 8pm —10:30pm.
May 14: Mike Garner’s Rag-
time Woashboard Kings, perform-
ing at The Backroom, 714 Pollen
Street, Thames, between 7:30pm
— 10:30pm. General Admission:
$24.54,

May 28: Waikato Students Instru-
mental Group will perform at St
Georges Church, Thames, 12:15pm.
Entry is free but donations are ap-
preciated.

June 13: Bliss Harp Quartette with
Anna Dunwoodie will perform at St
Georges Church, Thames, at 2pm.
Tickets $20 or $15 for TMG Mem-
bers and $5 students. Cash only
available at the door or at Carson’s
Bookshop.

July 3-10: Thames Music and Drama
presents Peter Pan & the Medallion’s
Secret, at Thames Civic Centre, July
3-10.

August 21: Thames Valley Chess
Championship at the Thames War
Memorial Civic Centre Conference
Room, Mary St. Must be level one to
play. Free entry.

LOCAL MARKETS

Kaiaua Seaside Market: Held oppo-
site the garage in Kaiaua, on the last
Sunday of each month. Set up a stall
or come along to hunt out a bargain.
Ph 021 130 1851.

Karangahake Hall Market: Fourth
Saturday of the month, 9am-2pm,
12 Crown Hill Rd. A great variety of
stalls selling handcrafts, preserves,
plants and more. Ph 027 678 2035.
Paeroa Car Boot Market: First and

third Saturdays of the month, 101
Normanby Rd, weather permitting.
The carparks come alive with lo-
cals selling their treasures, creative
wares and yummy food. Ph 07 862
7833.

Thames Market: Every Saturday
in Grahamstown, 8am to 12pm. A
huge range of stalls, fruits and veg-
gies, arts, crafts, collectibles and
more.

Turua Market: Every 3rd Sunday
of the Month at Turua Hall, 9am to
1pm. Homemade food coffee/tea,
lots of stalls. Contact Betty, Ph 027
696 7644.

COMMUNITY CONTACTS

Classical Music Club: Kim Reid, Ph 07
862 3839

Corinthian Masonic Lodge, Thames:
Colin, Ph 07 868 8196 or 021 259
6699

Craft Market: Lynette Mapson, Ph
027 617 4470

Diabetic Support Group: Thames
Hauraki, Brian Corr, Ph 07 868 8551
Goldfields Women'’s Institute: Ph 07
868 8984

Grey Power Paeroa: Ken CArter, Ph
07862 7271

Hauraki Bowling Club Mangatarata:
Pene Koch, Ph 07 867 3380

Hauraki Cardiac Support Club
Thames: Ph 07 868 6148

Hauraki Country Music Club: Tina
Haakma, Ph 07 868 3443

Hauraki Golf Club: Len Cameron, Ph
07 867 7660

Hauraki Plains Co-operating Parish:
Jane, Ph 027 471 4654

Hauraki Plains Diabetic Support
Club: Ryan Corr, Ph 07 868 8551
Hauraki Plains Lioness Club: Jill Mcl-
ntosh, Ph 07 867 7373

Hauraki Plains Rural Show: Sonia,
Ph 027 431 5825

Hauraki Plains St John: Call or pop
into the Op Shop, Ph 07 867 8073
Hauraki Plains Youth Cricket: Anna
Dodunski, Ph 027 466 4126

Hauraki RSA Memorial Club: Ph 07
867 7898 (evg) or 07 867 7301

The Thames Markets are held every Saturday in Grahamstown from 8am.

Hauraki Vintage Machinery Club: Ph
07 867 7281

Jig Saw Puzzle Library: Mangatarata,
Ph 07 867 3250

Kerepehi Brass Band: Rowan Gar-
rett, Ph 07 867 6762
Kerepehi/Paeroa Indoor Bowls: Ph
027 418 4300

Kerepehi Women'’s Institute: Ph 07
867 6002 or 07 868 8582

Mahjong: Nola Walker, Ph 07 867
7301

Music and Movement: Suzanne, Ph
027 337 2544

Ngatea Badminton: Jenny Adams,
Ph 07 867 3028

Ngatea Chinwag Cafe: 10am-12
Tuesdays, parish hall, Darlington St
Ngatea Community Garden: Jane,
Ph 07 867 7245

Ngatea Garden Circle: Alice Douglas
on 07 867 7463

Ngatea Indoor Bowling Club: Ph 07
867 6082 or 07 867 8015

Ngatea Lions Club: Bruce Foster, Ph
0210439280

Ngatea Playcentre: President, Ph
027 327 5536

Ngatea Pony Club: Nicky Hamblyn,

Ph 07 867 7078

Ngatea Scouts: Kim Donaldson, Ph
07 867 7350

Ngatea Women'’s Institute: Nola
Walker, Ph 07 867 7301

NZ Red Cross Thames: Betty Sut-
cliffe, Ph 07 868 6148

NZ Society of Genealogists Thames:
Pam French, Ph 07 868 6492

Paeroa Citizens Advice Bureau:
Tuesdays/Thursdays 10am-1pm, Ph
021 2573841

Paeroa Community Programmes:
Ph 07 862 9129

Paeroa Grey Power: Secretary Gail
Locke, Ph 07 862 6256

Paeroa Society of Arts: paeroaartso-
ciety@gmail.com

Paeroa Walking Group: 9am Mon
Wed Fri, Elaine Lally, Ph 07 862 8409
Probus: Jill Mclntosh, Ph 07 867
7373

Scrapbooking: Pam Tonks, Ph 07 867
7780

Solarpunk Aotearoa: John McKeow-
en, Ph 021 063 5483

St Paschal’s Catholic Church: Ph 07
867 7401 and 07 867 7056

Tai-Chi exercise Kaiaua: Stacy, Ph 09

576 3705

Tasty Books & Wine Tasting: Anne,
Ph 07 867 3367

Thames 50+ Cycle Group: Chris, Ph
0274 998 159

Thames Bonanza Club: Meets third
Thursday of month, Ph 07 868 6673
Thames Chin Wag Cafe: Mondays
12.30pm to 2pm, 608 Queen St
Thames Continuing Education:
Fourth Wednesday of month, Ph
021564 339

Thames Creative Fibre Group: Dana
Catley, Ph 07 868 7310

Thames Croquet Club: Dennis Karl,
Ph: 07 868 2423

Thames Dahlia Club: Paul Silvester,
Ph 07 868 9346

Thames Hauraki Parents Centre:
Meike, Ph 07 867 3163
Thames-Hauraki Scottish Country
Dance Club: Ph 07 280 0631
Thames Heritage Network: Marga-
ret Cropp, Ph 07 868 1024

Thames Lions Club: Ph 07 868 9873
or email: pandb@xtra.co.nz
Thames Menz & Womenz Shed:
Tony Winter, Ph 027 290 0023
Thames PickleBall Club: Tuesdays,
10-11am, Ph 027 290 0023

Thames Probus Club: Meets second
Tuesday of month, Ph 07 868 5573
Thames Rotary Club: Warren Sly, Ph
021772351

Thames Ruby Redz Red Hatters:
Ngaire Potter, Ph 07 868 3421
Thames Tennis Club: Maree, Ph 027
217 1682

Thames Toy Library: Lesley Ph 07
868 6274

Thames Valley Adult Riding Club:
Helen Pooley, Ph 021 233 1245
Thames Valley Zonta Club: Pam
Harsant, Ph 027 495 5583 or 07 868
9554

Totally Thames Inc: Deb MacDonald
Brown, Ph 027 228 8011

Turua Playcentre: Estelle, Ph 027
3718511

Turua Scouts: Leanne Scott, Ph 027
3297887 or 07 867 8388

Women’s Loan Fund: Cara, Ph 07
868 7820

OQULAR
A PIINK

AOTEARO

ATING RESILIENCE AND INNOVATIO
B

UTURE OF COMMUNIT
-

JHARTERED
L TS

IIVNCHE =
PARINERS

MOTHER’S DAY TREE PLANTING
FREE EVENT - MAY © 202

Celebrate the mums in your life and our mother earth
at the same time by planting a tree or two!

Ph: 07 868-9660

Emergency Service: 0274 976 356

Main Road, Kopu, THAMES

Valley Tyre Services
Cnr Station & Tawa Rds PAEROA

Ph: 07 862-7767

4 Wheel Alignment Services

PL0514008

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For business & Farming Enterprises

* Income Tax Planning
* Management Reporting ¢
* Budget & Cashflow Forecasting ¢

in the Thames Valley

Paeroa Office
25 Willoughby St, Paeroa
Phone (07) 862 8643
Waihi Office

& ATV Tyres
4 Alloy and Chrome Performance Mag Wheels
4 1 Hour Puncture Repairs
4 24 Hour Callout Service

www.advantagetyres.com

RY

Rosemont Rd, Waihi
Phone (07) 863 7372

www.lynchandpartners.co.nz

LATE

Meet us at
Burke St Reserve
by Seagull Refuse Centre, river side

10.00am to 4.00pm

Bring along your gumboots or old shoes,
spade, forks and bucket.

Drink bottle - extra water will be provided and some
tasty scones for the workers.

Parking available
at Burke street, Beach Road and side roads.

For any queries regarding this event, please contact
John McKeown Solarpunk Aotearoa 021 063 5483

Glwrious FOOD  Glavisus COFFEE

————

PHONE O7 867 7157

Who are we?

Solarpunk Aotearoa is a new community who aim to combine innovation, creativity and people to
encourage personal resilience and real living solutions towards a better future for us and the planet.
For more information on Solarpunk, visit www.solarpunk.co.nz
or follow us on facebook @solarpunkaotearoa for updates

PL1117003
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Queen Service Medals awarded to Thames Valley citizens

BY KELLEY TANTAU

wenyth Wright’s outlook

on life, her polite authori-
ty, and her “what can be done?”
mentality was acknowledged at
a Queen’s Service Medal pres-
entation last week.

Held in the Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council cham-
bers on April 27, the ceremony
had been delayed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic last year.

At the time, Mrs Wright had
been acknowledged in the
Queen’s Birthday honour’s list
for her services to women and
the community.

At the presentation, friends,
family, and loved ones spoke of
the inspiration and passion in-
stilled in them by Mrs Wright,
94, who helped establish the
Wellington and Thames Wom-
en’s Loan Funds.

‘Her practicality,
her intelligence, and
her concept of how
things can fit into the
world is how she’s
seen so many of these
problems that need
fixing.”

- Kim Wallace

Mrs Wright also founded the
Organic Strategies Group, and
worked with the district coun-
cil to arrange land availabil-
ity to launch natural burials
in Hikutaia in 2017. She was

Gwenyth Wright received her Queen Service Medal at a presentation in

Thames last week.

selected for a New Zealander of
the Year, Local Heroes award
in 2019, and the eponymous
‘Gwenyth Wright Study Grant’
was available for its third year
in 2021.

Kim Wallace spoke of her
step-mother’s practicality and
intelligence.

“My dad [Colin Broadley]
has some outrageous ideas,
and some are pretty far-flung
and they could easily lose con-
tact with the ground,” she said,
“and when Gwenyth came into
his life, she didn’t hamper any-
thing, she just tethered it to the
ground a little bit.

“Her practicality, her intelli-

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

gence, and her concept of how
things can fit into the world is
how she’s seen so many of these
problems that need fixing... and
says: ‘So what shall we do about
it?’

“That’s how she’s kept my
dad tethered to the ground, but
it’s also how she’s got so many
things done, and we're all really
privileged to have been a tiny
part of that.”

Mrs Wright was presented
with the Queen’s Service Med-
al, as well as a Community Ser-
vice Medal, by Mayor Sandra
Goudie.

Meanwhile, Rowan Garrett
of Kerepehi, received his QSM

I
Rowan Garrett receives his Queen Service Medal from Governor-General

Dame Patsy Reddy at a ceremony in Auckland.

from the Governor-General,
Dame Patsy Reddy, in Gov-
ernment House, Auckland, on
April 20.

Mr Garrett, who has been a
member of the Kerepehi Brass
Band for more than 70 years,
was awarded his medal for ser-
vices to brass bands in the 2021
New Year Honours.

He joined the band in 1946
as a 10-year-old, after being in-
vited by his piano teacher and
band founder, Mr Vivian.

He has since served as the
band master, chairman, presi-
dent, vice president and com-
mittee member, and has been
the band’s librarian for many

Photo: SUPPLIED

years.

For his decades of service, Mr
Garrett was awarded the Hau-
raki District Citizens Award in
2004, was made a life member
of the Kerepehi Brass Band in
1979.

In January, Mr Garrett told
the Profile it was “a bit of a
shock” to receive the award.

He enjoyed being part of the
band, he said.

“It’s the comradeship. For a
country band, we’re not doing
too bad.”

During the ceremony, Dame
Patsy pointed out her father
was also a foundation member
of the Kerepehi Brass Band.

EYESTRAIN

Thames

(Centre

Pharmacyc

Efficient convenient prescription dispensing

T
ﬁ-ﬂ"!’-—"‘.:l':'ﬁﬁ‘r "

VisiquelOzHagan\Vision/Care

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street
Thames

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm
(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Time for a visual examination

Ph 07 8685100 — Fax 07 2800724

WilloughbyjStreet;/Raeroa pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

07:862:8978

See the difference Our team are locals supporting locals

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST

The People’s Wellbeing Trust  Mobility Scooters  * Electric Lift Chairs

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT B™"pai1y LIVING ADS  IERAVYRIISIETIES * Bathroom and

* SEPTIC TANK

Toilet Aids DRAIN & GREASE TRAP
\CE - Walkers
SALES & SERY HIRE 8 SAL  Continence CLEANING
« Daily Living Products * SUCTION TRUCK
Products - « We will also do TRUCK & HIAB

* GENERAL CARRYING

our best to source
other products on
request

Reachers, SockAids,
Walking Sticks
and more

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) « Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 - E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

Opening Hours: 10am -
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Champion calves on
show in youth event

On Saturday, April 3, Pirie
Farms in Ngatea hosted the
2021 All Breeds Youth Show
on behalf of the Thames Valley
Jersey Club.

The aim of the event was to
have a fun day for youth aged
21 and under to bring a calf or

two to be judged on type, as
well as a Young Handler class.
There were 21 calves entered,
along with 16 handlers, eight
seniors and eight juniors. LINDA
WOOD photographed some of
the action in the show ring on

Thomas competes in the senior class.

2005 HOLDEN RODEO
LX SPACECAB

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

2010 MAZDA 3

4 door saloon, p/s, air con, auto,

3 Itr diesel, 5 spd manual, flatdeck,

towbar. Goes well, tidy order

SR

HAURAKI PLAINS
MOTORS LTD

183,000 kms, NZ new. Goes well.

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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Tapu celebrates Vice Regal Vlsltorsto coast

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1919

apu celebrated one of the

most unique events in its
history when their Excellencies
Lord and Lady Liverpool made
a visit. The Vice Regal party
were motored along the coast
and under an arch which had
been placed over the road near
the school.

So well did the arch look that
His Excellency made special
remarks concerning it. The
party, which included many
noted Thames people, arrived
around 11.30am. In all there
were about 15 cars and it was
quite a sight to see them ap-
proaching along the stretch of
flat where school children and
residents waited.

Unfortunately the weather
was not the best. Mr Twist,
school master, welcomed them
as being the first governors of
New Zealand to visit Tapu.

His Excellency noted the fact
that he was the harbinger of
rain so badly wanted through-
out the Province. The Vice Re-
gal party stayed about half an
hour before departing.

Lord and Lady Liverpool made a visit to Tapu.

Roads radiated from Ngatea
to every district on the Hauraki
Plains as the town developed
into the commercial centre of
the area.

There were nine business
sites situated 100 yards from
the new cantilevered bridge
and Piako River Wharf. Oppo-
site were the Town Hall, Post
Office, Money Order Office and
Telegraph Office. There were
two general stores, two stock
sale yards and a blacksmith.

A private hotel was being
built and a site had been pur-
chased for a dried milk conden-
sory. Ngatea could be reached
by motor car from Paeroa or
Thames all year round, and
from outside districts for the
greater part of the year. Ngatea
also had a daily river service
providing for passengers, mail
and stores from Thames (12
miles and occupying 1.5 hours).

There were also special river
launches and a direct bi-weekly
service to and from Auckland.

There was a great exodus
from houses at Paeroa when a
severe earthquake shook the
area. The disturbance lasted
nearly a minute and seemed to
come from an easterly direc-
tion. Hanging lamps and other
suspended objects swung back-
wards and forwards fully three
minutes after the shock ceased.
A number of people who had
never felt an earth tremor be-
fore were quite bewildered.

One businessman standing
close to his window, could not
make out why the wall kept hit-
ting him on the back and peo-
ple leaning against telegraph
poles or side walls were in the
same quandary.

A second shock of less violent
and much shorter duration was
felt a few minutes afterwards, a

Photo: SUPPLIED

third about midnight, a fourth
at 4am the next day and a fifth
half an hour afterwards. No
damage was reported.

The road from Paeroa to
Thames came in for a good deal
of attention at a County Council
meeting. Evidently people from
Waikato to Coromandel were
laughing at it.

One councillor said “Our
roads are getting in a disgrace-
ful state. It will soon be like
driving along a creek bed.”

The chairman said “I favour
something permanent. Strips
of concrete for wheels to run
on can be put down for about
£400 a mile. This course is be-
1ng adopted in parts of Ameri-
ca.

A councillor agreed, adding
“We should have a concrete
road, with metal road for horse
traffic. Horses on concrete
roads need rubber shoes.”

Ministry discusses
freedom camping

By KELLEY TANTAU

aking it mandatory for free-

dom campers to park in
self-contained vehicles and in-
creasing penalties to $1000 are
just some of the government’s
proposed changes to improve
freedom camping throughout
the country.

At a public meeting held in
Thames on April 28, Ministry
of Business, Innovation, and
Employment (MBIE) senior
policy advisor Fraser Pearce said
the government’s concern was
campers who stayed in vehicles
not certified self-contained, and
who did not camp responsibly.

“[Self-contained vehicles] is
[currently] a voluntary New Zea-
land standard, and the voluntary
means you actually don’t need it,
and there’s no requirement for
any vehicles to have it. However,
councils can put in place a re-
quirement,” he said.

One of the four proposals to
improve freedom camping in-
clude making it mandatory for
freedom camping to be done in
a certified self-contained vehi-
cle. A fully self-contained vehicle
must be able to support a given
number of people for three days
without needing additional wa-
ter supplies or dumping waste.

It’s also proposed to introduce
a stronger infringement scheme
- from $200 fines to a maximum
of $1000 - and enable enforce-
ment officers to confiscate a ve-
hicle that is in breach of bylaws,
or that has received multiple
fines.

Submissions close May 16,
visit www.mbie.govt.nz for info.

ames Auto

A ¥ I T

weer- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

!_E WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Ford Fiesta
NZ New, Auto, Turbo
Sport, Stunning Car

2010 Mazda CX-7
Auto, NZ New, Top of

Range Model,
Low Km

¥ $14,990

$13,990

2014 Ssangyon Acyton Sports 2014 Range Rover

2.0 Ltr, 20” Alloys,

Manual, Diesel, D/Cab,
Towbar, Racks,
Top Condition _.

2003 Toyota RAV-4

NZ New, Auto, 4WD,
Value Buy at... -

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

g

Superb SUV

Just
$19,990

1.5Ltr Auto, 71km,

Like New,
Arriving

$37,990

2014 Toyota Aqua Hybrld 2002 Mazda Atenza

Auto, Top Condition

& Value

Enquire

2007 Honda CRV
2.4Lt Auto, 2WD,

Popular
Great Buy at

SUV,

¥

$8,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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HPC allrounder Nihindu Wickramathunga, batting, was in the top bracket for

runs and wickets recorded in Division 1 matches, in Term 4.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Hard work pays off for HPC cricketers

any hours of dedicated

training both before and
during the recently completed
cricket season produced re-
wards for at least three mem-
bers of the Hauraki Plains Col-
lege First XI.

The team which took part
in Division 1 of the Hamilton/
Waikato Valley Secondary
Schools programme, finished
in a credible third position on
the points table. Three of the
team also featured near the top
of the lists for runs and wick-

ets taken during 2021 Term 1,
matches. Runs Scored: second
on the chart: Nihindu Wick-
ramathunga, 7 innings, 311
runs, average 44.43. Third on
the chart: Hunter Crowe, 5 in-
nings, 295 runs, average 73.75.
Wickets: Second on the chart:
Nihind Wickramathunga, 11
wickets at an average of 4.19
runs per wicket. Second equal:
Cooper Green, 11 wickets at
4.76 runs per wicket. Third:
Hunter Crowe 10 wickets at
3.67 runs per wicket.

The Hauraki team which
played in the Colts Division and
faced stern opposition in all
seven matches, finished on the
lower half of the points table.
However, significant individual
performances from wicket-
keeper and batsman Trent Ball,
and all rounders Cullen Crowe
and Daniel Sproul resulted in
all three being named in the
Waikato Valley winter train-
ing squad for junior secondary
school players.

- Mike Cotter

Successful summer season ends

Only 12 teams participated in
Kerepéhi Bowls & Sports’ closing
day optional 4s because of other
bowls events around the region.
Prize winners for the club spon-
sored day:- 1st 4 wins, 22 ends,
+17 points (Paeroa) Noel Rae
team; 2nd 3 wins, 20 ends, +24
points (Hauraki) Eddie Northcott
team; 3rd 3 wins, 22 ends, +15
points (Kerepehi) Leon (Mitti) Tai-
pari, Garry Parker, lan (Piddles)
Smith, Norm Allen. Kerepehi

team: Graham Pyke, Fatu Tausi,
Don Cooper, Paul Williams.

Coming events include May 12
optional 4s (Ravensdown Prod-
ucts/RMS Contracting/Valley
Toyota/Tony Richards Toyota) and
then May 27 optional 4s Stockies/
Cockies (Whyteline Suzuki Isuzu).
Please note these two dates differ
from the listings in the card and
centre book.

We're hoping for two full greens
for both events again this year.
The club is really grateful for the
support received again from our
wonderful sponsors.

- Terry King

Kerepéhi player lan McLeod. Photos: TERRY KING

PETEAWMH'EJ

DeLavaI Parallel Parlour - the new solution for progressive dairy farming

MILKING

31 Orchard Road Ngatea
Phone 07 867 7360

Fax 07 867 7120
info@milkingmachines.co.nz

www.milkingmachines.co.nz

Need metal or aggregate?
AUTUMN SPECIALS FOR FARMERS AND BUILDERS

Get the maintenance of your tracks and driveways

finished before winter sets in!

Gap 20 $‘I 200 p/tonne
Matatoki Quarry Only ex yard
Dust .00 p/tonne
Matatoki Quarry Only $1 3 ex yard
Crusher Run $4,30 p/tonne
Matatoki and Tirohia ex yard

Quarries Only

WWW.HGLEACH.CO.NZ

&

FRANKLIN

_Neé“d‘a vet?

Waitakaruru
PET CLINIC

OPENING

\MARCH 2021!

Commercial farm | Equme | Lifestyle farm | Pets
100% LOCALVETS HERETO HELP 24/7

KOPU 07 868 5007 (FARM & PET_I)s

PAEROA 07 862 7295
WWW.FRANKLI

FARM & PE
WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030 (FARM & PETS comlng soon)
VETS.CO.NZ
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SPORTS
Close game under lights

The Hauraki North Senior A rugby team hosted Thames in
a night game at their grounds in Waitakaruru on April 21.
Despite a gutsy, determined performance by the Blue Bulls,
Thames edged ahead to take the game 25-23. Photographer
MARK BROWN, from One of a Kind Photography braved
the rain to capture the game under lights.

Lai R R T i i ki e 1 A i —= ! h -
Blue Bull Jason Laurich sets sail for the goal line for a try. Thames player Seth Roe feeds the backs. Carlin Hana climbs high to win a lineout for Hauraki North.
4 “ ﬂ SPORTS CLUB TEAM PHOTOS
r. 1 = INC AND INDIVIDUAL PHOTOS
el
Hair n in Ngatea 2006 LIMITED

SCRAP METAL BUYERS & RECYCLERS

Late night TUélsday and Saturday PH: (07) 868 9422

by appointment
39 Orchard West Rd Ngatea Stephen You ng

Ph 07 8677 990 0274 820 536
% [ 4 [ 4
W e W

P.O. Box 768, Thames GET IN TOUCH NOwW

DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES : Ve CC Sk Gn SR ORGER™
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Get a great natural-looking smile

True Smile Dentures serves the local
Thames community and broader
area for all their complete and partial
denture needs.

“I have been making dentures for 20+
years and have been based in Thames
for the past three. I'm committed to the
area and pride myself on being available
at short notice to assist people and their
dentures,” says Ben Ruskin, owner and
denture clinician at True Smile Den-
tures.

“I came up with the name because
it describes a big part of what I aim to
achieve for my clients, a great natural-
looking smile along with improved
functionality and comfort in their den-
tures. I enjoy the problem solving aspect
and have solved clients’ issues who have
had trouble for many years with their
dentures, not every time but if you are
struggling, take heart, help may be at
hand. The most successful dentures are
those which are revealed step by step
by the face and mouth, working closely
with and listening to my clients require-

ments and wishes. I see my clinical role
as a facilitator and don’t interfere in the
process too much.

“I use high quality products and ma-
terials exclusively and an injection
moulding process for complete den-
tures. I undertake most of the fabrica-
tion processes myself on site apart from
a few specific items requiring outsourc-
ing to other local labs.

“Dentures should be replaced every
10 years to keep up with changes in
the mouth and face, and wear and tear
means they can lose their biting capac-
ity. That said, a better rule is to replace
them whenever you feel it is necessary.
Many people comment on how much
‘fuller’ the mouth feels and are sur-
prised at how comfortable they are once
treatment is completed.”

If your current dentures aren’t per-
forming the way they should, not look-
ing as good as they could, or you’re con-
sidering your first denture, please call
me on 07 868 5973 for a free consult to
see what I can offer.

New Dentures °
Relines

1RUE
SMILE

DENTURES

868 5973

www.truesmiledentures.co.nz

Thames Based
Denture professional
with over

20 years experience

Benjamin Ruskin
ACCDT

o il 1 AR MAllyour pantry essentials without the plastic

% Sports

% Neuromuscular

% Relaxation

* Working with the elderly

* On site chair massage

Ph: Tara on 021 157 7442
66 Pipiroa Rd, Ngatea

What is

Bowen?
Bowen is muscle and
connective tissue

@QWTECH'

Tie ﬂ'-l-'iiu-l! Fasts Tr-r‘ru'-gu

How does

it work?
Bowen encourages

therapy, appropriate
for all ages.

the body to
realign/balance
itself.

Registered
Professional
Bowtech
Practitioner
& Nurse

* Back Pain/Sciatica * Respiratory Problems & * Tinnitus

* Groin Pain, Pelvic Tilt & Hay Fever « Hip, Knee, Ankle &
Uneven Leg Length * Earache & TMJ Problems Foot Problems

* Digestive & Bowel * RSI, Carpal Tunnel & .
Problems Tennis Elbow EIE

* Stress & Anxiety * Migraines & Other (infants respond well)

* Fibromyalgia Headaches * Neck & Shoulder Problems

Pam Smith 021 293 5896 « Thames

pamjsmith.nz@gmail.com

www.pamsmithbowen.com

NOW ONLINE FOR CLICK & COLLECT
OR NORTH ISLAND DELIVERY

a locally owned & operated bulk foods and household refill store
with a focus on sustainability and reducing unnecessary
packaging..

Cleaning products and personal washes for
re-fill

Sustainable personal hygiene options
Custom made gift boxes for all occasions
Now stocking frozen organic fruit & veges
& Premium NZ pet foods

Bring in your own containers to re-fill

or use our brown paper bags.
[G)F] @restorewholefoods

WwWw.re-store.co.nz

580 Pollen Street, Thames

WALTER

Classic to contemporary styling |

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

www.walterandco.co.nz
Instagram@walter_andco

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames

BOOKTHIS SPACE

Advertise in our monthly Health & Wellbeing
feature and receive a quarter page editorial
space every six months

Contact Nikki: 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Profile
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2021 KIA Plcanto Auto
FROM 19,990

plus on road costs

2021 KIA Sportage Urban
FROM 29,990

plus on road costs

PRE ORDER YOUR
NEW KIA TODAy !!!

FROM
—~___ $23,990

. pluson
road

-_
%/  costs

THAMES VALLEY KIA
321 Pollen Street, Thames

plus on
road costs

Ph 07 868 8951
Paul Griffin 021 169 4036
www.ThamesKia.co.nz

New RAV 4

Demo’s Available to
Test Drive Today!

2019 Toyota Corolla GX, Hatch, Auto $28,390
2018 Toyota Corolla GX, Auto, Hatch $24,790
2018 Toyota Yaris, Sig Class, Auto $19,990
2018 Toyota Corolla GLX, Hatch, Auto, $20,990
2017 Hyundai Accent, 1.6 Itr, Auto, Alloys $17,990
2017 Kia Rio LX, Hatch, Auto, 1 Owner, NZ New $17,990
2016 Suzuki Vitara, Sport, Low Km’s $25,990
2016 Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys $18,990
2014 Toyota Corolla GLX, Hatch, Auto, NZ New $16,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

D

2018 Toyota Corolla . .

Hatch, Auto

2019 Toyota CH-R, AWD, LTD $34,990
2018 Toyota Yaris GX, Sig Class $19,990
2018 Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 Itr, Auto $19,990
2017 Toyota Corolla GLX, Auto, Alloys, Sedan  $21,790
2014 Mazda Demio, Hatch, Auto $10,990
2009 Nissan Dualis, SUV, Auto $12,990
2009 Toyota Fielder, 1.8 Itr, Wagon, Auto $9,990
2005 Mitsubishi Colt, Auto $4,990
2004 Nissan Primera, Sedan, Auto $6,990

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz e 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill ¢ 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642
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CLASSIFIEDS

Wanted to Buy For Sale PHOTO ARBORIST

Bottles, tins, coins, signs, MOVING SALE e Lawn mowing
tools, estate lots Ph 021 Art work (NZ and Aus), antiques, single beds, SA L ES S eueale .
060 7659. garden items, chairs, TV cabinet, extending ladder, Ph o . Hedge & tree.trlm
large wheelbarrow, large architrave framed mirror, OtOgrap S o Section clearing
Board Wanted | other odds and bods, no tools. From $1 to $150. owned by the e Gardening
For more information: ph Thames 869 0211 i ® Rubbish removal
Thames area for gent. : E : : Va”ey- IP It‘)OIfI/? 0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
S(?Jﬂtcalgiazﬁltﬁﬁ r?z;”ign Gardenlng Public Notices s avalha =l Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
oW s ot Phone 027 | PS Gardens. Tidy, praning, | Totally Thames Incorporated purchase 0272427268 ¢ Odd jobs considered
991 5087 mowing. Thames and Coast. |AGM 5:30pm Monday 24th contact us today! John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
' Ph 029 770 1339. May Grahamstown Bar & Ph 0204 0944 853 027 45? 201 8 _
Situations Vacant Diner (GBD) 700 Pollen Street, Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz
Thames, — editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
] . S
Valley Education & Training ,fr i PO Box 550 : Proudl :
is pleased to introduce our new Tl-iAnhEs Thames 3540 y
programme, Te Mahi Whenua, WORKINGMEN'S mﬂ_m ThaTe(E\fmlgcals mm_i
to our stgble of courses. Te Mahi Notice of AGM Saturday Did You Know KﬂOW freshly roasted barista coffee,
Whenua is a 15 week Level 3 Pro- || 25 vay 2021 10:00am that the Highest tea, real fruit ice cream
gramme designed to get people || AGENDA recorded river & delicious treats
back to the land. Apologies level of the Piako at Dawby;l—:_el_d;;gpark, (ZQU ;en St
H H ‘ ea-rri /7.>0am - IS
We hav-e designed Te Mahi V-Vhen- MR R River was 7.36 m Sat & Sun 10.30am - 4ish
ua to give you confidence with all || matters Arising ) (unless at an event)
kinds of machinery — quad bikes, || President's Report on July 8th, 1976 Available for events

two wheelers, chainsaws, fenc- ||| Manager's Report & the Lowest

ing — both wire and post and rails. || Frgsentation of Statement || IR SRRSK I RUEE

ELECTRICIAN

FUNERAL

e Rural & Dairy °+ Commercial

Te Mahi Whenua is what it says: || subscriptions 1.424 m on Mar
less classroom time, more time on || Confimation of Returning || EERRESYPHS « Residential * Heat Pumps
the land with hands-on real world | ic.ion of Board of Appeal / « Industrial * Service &
Iearnlng. Election of Auditor Now AN - Maintenance
Call us and |W? Il sort out Elelctlgﬂ of Comn&lttee ta k|ng Ourfamzly serving yours — in the Hauraki ngatea@laserelectrlcaI.co.nz
our goals 1or you. ule ange re Quorums oo IS
Y g y ClaSSIerdS & Thames Corromandel Districts

]
(07) 867-7049

» Traditional and

Bespoke Funerals
« Direct Cremation
o Pre-Planning

General Business
President WEEKLY
J Gailbraith
‘ - Card check att door 022 130 3885
GRAPHIC DESIGN LEGAL & BUSINESS CONSULTANT
A(J oJ Need help with legal

[ S -uichiiand & court proceeding?
heritage tomato

seeds for sale

HOME VENTILATION
Professional
Air Conditioning
Heat Pump

Installation
RreferrediPanasoniclinstaller

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen

Funeral Directors

¢ Affordable Graphic Design Service

for Business Cards, Flyers & Pamphlets

Susanna Kruger
Ph 021 100 8709

Ph: 027 538 9789

E: aajisservices@outlook.com E: susannakruger20@gmail.com
MECHANIC HIRE CENTRE
THAMES g
BOWMAN [HiRE cENTre €2
AGRITECH Perrm Newland

Mobile Mechanical & Engineering Services

&
Pete Bowman

021 275 7878 www.thameshire.co.nz
bowmanagritech@outlook.com HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

PAINT

Top Quality Work
New Home Builds Welcome

Phone 07 867 5547
or 027 323 7616
wiggins.service@xtra.co.nz

VALLEY SIGNS

Telephone: 07 868 9350

Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.tabs.net.nz

PLUMBER

* Quality ¢ Paint » Colour * Advice 1Al H
ST RUT Rrrcuwsaebdand | Sericing Thames & Surounding Areas
Come in and see our friendly team at Contact

' Thames Resene Colorshop Richard Battson

J Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts 027 666 3606

NEW, REPAIR & REGAS Ph _868 6644 “for All Your

R@Eﬂﬂ Plumbing Needs” ’
021 275 7878 strutdr@outlook.com

Smart Bine [ettersunireol MDA LU

@ Laser Paeroa (2015) Ltd s I G N S
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, )

ity Farm Blns LIQUID WASTE ¥ 13 Francis Street, Paeroa 3600
SPECIALISTS
- PORTALOO HIRE . f N

SIGN DESIGN PRINT

PLUMBING * DRAINAGE * GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz
“Covering The Valley”
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Donations made to school and museum

..1

The April Meetlng of the Gold-
fields Women’s Institute
commenced with the aspirations
and prayer. Thoughts were giv-
en to the royal family in respect
to the passing of Prince Philip,
the Duke of Edinburgh, and to
any member who has not been
well during the month.

The motto — “the most beau-
tiful thing about a person isn’t
looks but heart and personal-
ity” was read by Kate Wood.
The roll call — my supermarket
hate, revealed some very inter-
esting complaints which seems
to happen to a lot of the mem-
bers. The good deed was a $100
donation to the St John Shuttle.
Raffles were won by Anne Bick-
nell and Bev Schenkel. Members
have been busy knitting over the
month with a good display of
rugs and baby knitting donated.
A box of knitted beanies, slip-
pers and scarves, along with old
Christmas and greeting cards as
well as calendars was donated to
the Goldfields School in Paeroa.

A discussion was held regard-
ing the Thames Piako Group Day
which Goldfields will be hosting
this year in July. A sign that has
been in a garden at the Thames
Museum since 2000 when daf-
fodils were planted as a commu-
nity project needs to be spruced
up, especially now 200 daffodil
bulbs have been donated to the
museum. After lunch, members
were able to have a look at some
of the scrapbooks that have been
produced over the years. It is ex-
tremely interesting to look back
over the 50 years since Goldfields
WI was formed and remember
past members and what hap-

Kerepehi Women'’s Institute members enjoyed a birthday lunch and train ride.

pened in those early days.
COMPETITIONS: Bloom: Anne Bick-
nell 1, Jill Affleck 2, Sue Fah 3. Clus-
ter: Jill Affleck 1, Anne Bicknell 2,
Sue Fah 3. Shrub: Sue Fah 1, Anne
Bicknell 2, Jill Affleck 3. Orchid: Sue
Fah 1, Jill Affleck 2.

KEREPEHI WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
President Elaine Jolliffe wel-
comed seven members to our
April meeting at the earlier time
of 10am as it was our birthday
and we were all going out for
lunch. Our thought for the month
was read by Ethel Fowell, “Grati-
tude turns what we have into
enough Aesops Fables”.

Our roll calls were one $5 gift
for our birthday bag to wear your
favourite necklace. Set compe-
tition a homemade bookmark,
any medium. No flowers today as
we were only there for our meet-
ing. Marion van Eyk was given

a lovely pot plant for their 4oth
wedding anniversary. Our birth-
day raftle, which we had all con-
tributed something to last month,
was won by Bev Adamson.

A get well card was signed by us
all for Carolyn Giles and dropped
off to her later that day.

We carpooled and left 11:45am
for lunch at Waikino Railway Sta-
tion. We had a quick lunch and
then got our tickets and boarded
the train for Waihi. It was a lovely
day so we all stayed outside to
watch the rural views. We arrived
in Waihi and had a 10 minute
stop over, then left to return back
to Waikino. We even had a guard
come through and clip our tick-
ets, both ways.

Our next meeting is on May 11
at the Kerepehi Bowling Club.
COMPETITION: Handmade Book-
mark: 1st Ethel; 2nd Jan Edmonds;
3rd Bev Adamson.

Animal rescue celebrates 21 years

Thames Animal Rescue cel-
ebrated its 21-year milestone
last month.

However, what the future
holds for us and the unit is not
really known at this stage as last
year the Covid-19 pandemic re-
ally made life hard, more so fi-
nancially, and this year hasn’t
been kind to us either.

It’s really the funding of the
unit that is our biggest and most
important issue at hand. Garage
sales earn good money but for
both of us without our small
band of volunteers we couldn’t
physically cope with doing
them, so we just do what we can
for now. Any financial blessings
would be a massive help to us
right now, donations of tinned
cat food, sardines, salmon, pet
milk all appreciated. If you'd like
to donate any clean and sellable
items for our next garage sale,
books, toys, clothes, shoes, lin-
en, nic nacs, bric brac etc, please
contact us.

Nevertheless, the Easter ga-
rage sale was truly an epic event
which would never have been
able to go ahead without our
awesome small team of volun-
teers to help with set up, sales
on the day and packing down
and cleaning up - from 8.30am
to 9.45am. From 10am on-
wards the out of town visitors
came into the hall chortling how
cheap everything was and they
were what really made the dit-
ference to the funds raised. We
are very grateful to everyone for
their support, Kath’s yummy
carrot cake, garage sale dona-
tions and people who came with
donations of food and those who
purchased items. This will hope-

fully take us through to June
when we have the Queen’s birth-
day garage sale - we will need
donations of books, toys, puz-
zles, crafts, yarn, nic nacs bric
brac, linen, china, small house-
hold items to sell that weekend
please.

We received a lovely letter in
the mail to explain about the
black mother cat and her two
kittens born in the garden, so
at least that part of the puzzle
is complete and we appreciate
that letter. The tiny black mum
cat eats well but is totally unso-
ciable, which is saying she is like
her babies - born into the world
without a forever home. So we
hopeto gether sociable and love-
able as we do with these waifs,
she will be spayed and put up for
adoption after that. Her babies,
Tam, the special edition tabby
girl with funny back legs, is a de-
light and loves to love and purrs
hard out. Her brother Strika is a
difficult boy who is friendly then
without any warning will swipe
and strike out at you. His unpre-
dictable behaviour is bizarre as
he is only shown love and caring
from us, so we just persevere.

Thank you to those who have
donated cat food, tinned, sa-
chets, pet milk and kitten food.
This is truly appreciated, more
so than people realise right now.
We have also had a lovely lady
crochet toys and blankets for the
cats who love them. To donate:
Thames Animal Rescue Team
06 0457 0095150 01, reference
where you want the funds spent
- vet, food etc.

Any enquiries:
2907 (afternoons).

- Alice and John Parris

Ph o7 868-

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Underground cell (7)
4 Learner (10)

9 Jewellery item (7)
13 German composer

14 Bought off (6)

15 Wandered (6)

16 Criminal falsification
(7)

19 Sportsground
display (10)

20 Squeeze (8)

DOWN

21 Foreign (5) 3 Restricted (6) 54 Smelling offensively
24 |rritable (6) 4 Cautionary light (5) 7)
25 Lubricant (6) 5 Small groups of 59 Early anaesthetic

27 Go ashore (9) whales (4) 5)

32 Wall scribblings (8) 6 Pain in the head (7) 60 Gambler’s stake (4)

33 Absolutely still (6) 7 Shock (6) 64 Branches (5)

34 Pungent powder (7) 8 Exonerate (5) 65 Halved (8)

38 Happy sound (8) 10 Shortly (4) 67 Sunshade (7) NN

39 Be next (6) 11 At fixed intervals (7) 68 Score (7) . . . .
40 Salver (4) 12 Suckled (6) 70 Wealth (6) il il

41 Adhesive (5) 17 Body of people 71 Intimate friends (6) .... ...
42 Wilt (5) belonging to an 72 Black suit (6) iy

45 Work as an actor organisation (10) 75 Creature in . . . . .
(5,3,6) 18 Invited (5) Scandinavian folklore

52 City head (5) 22 Flower (8) 5)

55 Hessian (5) 23 More or less (5) 77 Male relation (5)

56 Block up (4) 24 Ringed (7) 78 Surface burn (5)

57 Anger (6) 26 Destroy (4) 79 Plan secretly (4)

58 Gardenia (anag) (8) 28 Sluggishness (7)
Have an influence

61 Directly under (7) 29
62 Perform a favour on (6)
for (6)

74 Slaughterhouse (8)
76 Stocking straps (10)
81 Prickly plant (7)

82 Woodland (6)

83 Put into cipher (6)
(4) 84 Astound (4)

85 Set apart (7)

86 Plant nursery (10)
87 Cheat (7)

1 Liabilities (5)
2 Boy’s name (8)

37 Gruelling (4)
43 Din (6)

44 Oily fruit (5)
46 Actor’s part (4)
47 Branch of
mathematics (7)
48 Dissertation (6)
49 Uncanny (5)

51 Did duty (6)

52 Coiled driving force

in a clock, watch (10)
53 Time period (4)

80 South American
country (4)

30 Spun trap (6)

63 Codswallop (8) 31 Cave (6)

66 Round (9) 33 Pilfer (5)

68 Sibling (6) 35 Jewelled headdress
69 Irksome (6) (5)

73 Bishop’s hat (5)

36 Board game (4)

50 Keyboard player (8)

19
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SPORTS

Paeroa men pushed to ‘breaking point’ on barefoot walk

By KELLEY TANTAU

A pair of Paeroa men put
their feet to the test when

they braved two of the coun-
try’s Great Walks - barefoot.

Vini Williams and Jack Keeys
walked more than 100km in
just five days, raising money
for the purchase of shoes for
children from low socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds in both
New Zealand and Africa.

Jack told The Profile the
first day of their trek across
the Abel Tasman was “perhaps
over-ambitious”.

“Almost 40km with full packs
on day one was extremely
tough and pushed us to break-
ing point.

“The ground was much
tougher than we expected, and
being on our feet for 12 hours
was tough on the legs,” he said.

On the second day, they
walked another 20km before
embarking on a water taxi ride,
a rental car drive, and a flight
to Auckland airport.

Their second Great Walk,
Lake  Waikaremoana, in
Hawke’s Bay, started with a
10km trek and a 600om eleva-
tion. The next day, the fourth
day of their journey, they
walked another 28km, while
the final day took a turn for
the worst when the men real-
ised their “pick-up ride” wasn’t
coming to get them.

—— o
g s

Abel Tasman
™ atioral Par

oG e

“Vini was walking on a sliced
foot, with open blisters on each
of his feet and swollen ankles
at this point, so I ran ahead to
complete the track and hitch-
hiked 50km to our car.

“I had to walk an extra 7km
to get picked up on a deserted
gravel road in the middle of no-
where, but eventually a friendly
local came past and dropped
me off,” Jack said.

o

“It was on track to be 100km
in 100 hours, but ended up be-
ing 113km in 101 hours.”

First aid kits the pair took on
their journey were well-used,
he said, with needles for burst-
ing fluid pouches in swollen
feet, bandages and plasters for
cuts, tweezers for splinters, and
lots of antiseptic.

“For the last three hours of
day one, we walked in almost

complete silence, and collapsed
in the middle of the track more
than once,” Jack said.

“It’s difficult to articulate how
challenging that day was, hob-
bling on exhausted muscles,
raw feet, and in the cold and
dark with heavy packs and still
more to go.

“But what kept us going, was
that we knew there were so
many young Kiwis who could

Photos: SUPPLIED

be both inspired and impacted
by us finishing and raising the
money, and we knew that long-
term impact was worth our
short-term pain.”

The men have raised around
$10,500 for their efforts, and
Jack said he would be planning
his next “Charity Challenge” in
the second half of the year. To
keep up to date, find him on In-
stagram.

Already working part time and wanting to up-skill?
Come and join our NZ Cert in Retail and Customer Service Level 2 course. We

can work around your days of work to have you in class 2 days a week. Build your
confidence, up-skill and gain a qualification. Not employed yet but want to work in this
area? We will find you work placement for the course, build your confidence, up-skill
you and you will gain a qualification. Open to anyone 16 years plus. Worried you are to
old? Never too old to learn new things.

Calling all Girls! Don’t mind getting your hands dirty? Sick of waiting for your other
half to fix that gate? Got an interest in the manufacturing and technology industry?
Level 2 Mechanical Engineering empowers adults and youth with introductory skills to
welding and engineering processes. Girls can weld too!

Come and meet our new tutor Beau, she is ready to help you on

your learning journey. -

School not quite do it for you? Did you miss out on NCEA
Level 1? We have 3 great courses, Mechanical Engineering L2,
Agriculture L2 and Foundations Skills that you can achieve your
L1 as well as a qualification. Whether you like being indoors or
outdoors, we have the courses for you and some amazing tutors
waiting to assist. If you already have your L1 you can still join these |
courses. Once again 16 plus, age is no barrier.

Drivers licence... we now do driving lessons and car hire. Give us
a call.

We have other short courses, but if you want to know more about those, you can pop
on in, give us a call or keep an eye out for our advertising. We like to have fun around
here so come along and meet us.

Look forward to hearing from all you Valley Profile readers.

BUTCHERY

QUALITY EVERYTIME

ProressioNAL , HONEST AND RELIABLE HomE KiLL
PROCESSING AVAILABLE
CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING
Homemade Old Fashioned

Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site
Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 7om

6171 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEED$
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

444 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 emiail: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz  facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday




