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‘Killer’ bus routes protested
By KELLEY TANTAU

‘Killer’ bus routes protested
By KELLEY TANTAU

Hauraki parents have 
called a public meeting 

with the Ministry of Educa-
tion over “dangerous chang-
es” to college bus routes that 
would see children walking 
on some of the region’s most 
deadly state highways.

The meeting, which was 
planned for Tuesday morn-
ing, was called to bring af-
fected families, school rep-
resentatives, and a ministry 
spokesperson from Welling-
ton together to discuss the 
Term 2 changes to eight bus 
routes transporting students 
to Hauraki Plains College and 
some primary schools.

 According to the minis-
try, one of the route changes, 
Orongo/Pipiroa, will see bus 
stops moved to allow students 
“ineligible” for transport to 
Hauraki Plains College be-
come eligible. 

However, the proposed 
change means students will 
have to walk along State High-
way 25, a busy main highway 
with no footpaths, to get to 
the new bus stops.

Parents Karma Vitasovich, 
Lisa Wiggins, and Angela Jol-
ly said the changes were “dan-
gerous” and would impact on 
students’ safety, attendance, 
and achievement. 

Mrs Jolly, a mother of two 
college students, said her chil-
dren would have to walk along 
SH25 towards Bugger Cafe to 
the new bus stop. To be wor-
ried was an understatement, 
she said.

“It’s dangerous at the best of 
times, and this is just asking 
for kids to be killed. It doesn’t 
make any sense.” 

In a letter to the ministry, 
Ms Vitasovich said some of the 

kids “weren’t even old enough 
to be left alone at home, let 
alone roadside on one of the 
most dangerous highways in 
New Zealand”.

“Not to mention,” she said, 
“at some stops, the students 
will have no choice but to 
stand on the actual road it-
self. We also have students 
with limited eyesight - [being] 
roadside without supervision 
is not an option for them.” 

A recent Valley Profi le in-
vestigation into our roads 
found SH25, from the SH2 
roundabout to Kōpū, had sev-
en fatal crashes over the past 
fi ve years.

“It’s an absolute safety haz-
ard. It doesn’t matter what 
way you put it,” Mrs Jolly said. 

“I walk to our fenceline in 
the paddock and it scares me, 
and that’s just because there’s 
people hooning past, let alone 
walking along the road with 
no verge, and they’re wanting 
kids to do that?”

Ministry head of education 
infrastructure service Kim 
Shannon told The Profi le the 
ministry allocated services 
and funds based on those stu-
dents most in need of trans-
port assistance, and in line 
with the school transport eli-
gibility criteria.  

College principal Ngaire 
Harris said parents’ frustra-
tions around the changes was 
“totally understandable and 
justifi able”, especially around 
student safety on main high-
ways, the cancellation of long-
standing bus pick ups, and 
the challenges of organising 
transport to pick-up points.  

“There are enough challeng-
es about living rurally; cutting 
back on bus services is add-
ing another layer to that chal-
lenge,” she said.  

The Vitasovich and Wiggins families are 
concerned about their kids walking along a busy 
state highway to get to their new bus stop. 

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Barbed wire, security guards may be needed 
A Thames Coast campground 

operator has considered 
putting barbed wire around 
his boundary to stop freedom 
campers sneaking on to his 
property, a district council has 
heard. 

A few kilometres south, a 
motelier told of losing guests 
due to campers obscuring the 
views of her paying visitors.

On April 13, more than 20 
submitters spoke at Thames-
Coromandel District Council’s 
hearing for its freedom camp-
ing bylaw. 

Of them was Bruce Eff ord, 
the lessee of Tapu Camp, who 
told councillors that having 
three freedom camping areas 
within a “1.5km circle” of two 
campground operators was “a 
bit tough”. 

“These freedom campers are 
sneaking into the camp to use 
our facilities, and the ones that 
are doing it for a living, book 
into the camp at a cheap rate 
for one night a week to get their 
power charged, their effl  uent 
dropped, fresh water, good 
hot showers and their washing 
done. 

Then they go away for six 
days and hang around the out-
side of the camp.

“The others sneak in,” he 
said.

“There’s two ways I can deal 
with it: I can put barbed wire 
fences like they do around pris-
ons, or else put security guards 
like they do in Buckingham 
Palace.”

Mr Eff ord said he had even 
dropped his price down to $10 

By KELLEY TANTAU

a night per person, but still 
freedom campers were putting 
a pinch on business. 

Meanwhile, Andrea McCart-
ney from the Sunset Motel in 
Tararu, wrote in her submis-
sion to council that since 2015, 
regular, returning guests have 
given up on staying in Thames 
as a direct result of council al-
lowing freedom camping on 
North Tararu reserve.

A letter from a guest attached 
to her submission said they 
were “very disappointed to have 
our usual magic view across the 
fi rth toward Auckland obscured 
by fi ve motorhomes of varying 
sizes. I cannot understand why 
this is allowed by your council”, 
it read.

Council’s review of the free-
dom camping bylaw deter-
mined some sites required a 
change in designation to help 
better manage freedom camp-
ing in the district. 

In Thames, it was proposed 
to increase the designated area 
of freedom camping at the Dan-
by Field Carpark and, out of 89 
submitters, 30 agreed with the 
increase, 22 disagreed, and 37 
did not know.

Council also proposed to in-
crease the designated area for 
freedom camping at the Rho-
des Park Carpark, and out of 
87 submitters, 31 agreed with 
the proposed increase, 20 disa-
greed, and 36 commented they 
did not know.

It was also proposed to 
change the name of the by-
law to ‘Responsible Freedom 
Camping Bylaw’. There were 98 
submissions received: 61 in fa-
vour, 26 against, and 11 unsure.

Council will make its deci-
sions on the proposed amend-
ments at its deliberations on 
May 25.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Business, Innovation & Em-
ployment is holding public 
meetings on April 28 to outline 
the government’s proposals to 
improve freedom camping. 

The meetings will be held 
at TCDC council chambers in 
Thames at 10:30am and Mer-
cury Bay Community Board 
Rooms at 4pm.

A local business owner says the freedom camping site at North Tararu Reserve is aff ec� ng business.  Photo: TERESA RAMSEY
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Town promotion ‘in jeopardy’ in council proposal
The future of Paeroa’s town 

promotion organisation is 
uncertain as council proposes 
to cut funding and look at hiring 
their own person to co-ordinate 
events across the district.

As part of their Long Term 
Plan deliberations, Hauraki 
District Council wants to cut 
funding to Positive Paeroa, GO 
Waihi and Positively Promoting 
the Plains to just $10,000 each 
per year, citing changes to their 
focus on promotions.

But Positive Paeroa says that 
amount would only cover the 
cost of the Santa Parade, and 
nothing else.

The organisation’s chair, Ju-
dith Jamieson, told The Profi le
the proposal came as a surprise.

“They had forecast that the 
funding would change, because 
it has been dropping over the 
last while, but we didn’t know 
by how much,” she said.

“Positive Paeroa does a lot 
in the background, and we’ve 
probably been a little bit guilty 
of not blowing our own trum-
pet, because you just kind of get 
on with it. 

“Now, where do we go from 
here? Will there be a Positive 
Paeroa from now on?”

Positive Paeroa used to get 
$120,000 per year from coun-
cil, she said. However, last year, 
they received just $50,000.

The town promoter role was 
established in 2000, and aimed 
to promote and market Paeroa 
as an “attractive, innovative 

and unique place to visit, work 
and live”, and ensure residents, 
visitors and tourists were wel-
comed, entertained and pro-
vided with information and as-
sistance while in the town.

They’ve recently organised 
the popular Paeroa Lunch-
time Entertainment Club, have 
fundraised for the Highland 
Games, held Twilight Markets, 
and helped at the Rotary Paeroa 
V8 and Motorcycle Show. Ju-
dith said Positive Paeroa also 
paid Mercury Energy for “com-
munity lighting” to the tune of 
$6000-8000 per annum. 

A reduction in funding to 
$10,000 meant the organisa-
tion was at risk of a restructure, 
and its future could be in jeop-
ardy, she said.

However, Hauraki Mayor 
Toby Adams said they hadn’t re-
duced its town promotion budg-
ets as such, but were proposing 
to shift the budgets around so 
they aligned more with the pur-
pose of its new committee, Ma-
naaki Toiora, which is “all about 
lifting the mana and wellbeing 
within our communities”.

“Under the proposed new 
model, some of the funds would 
go towards the district-wide 
events co-ordination role, busi-
ness support and town pro-
motional activities, with the 
remainder distributed to other 
projects and initiatives that 
focus on things like providing 
healthy and aff ordable homes in 
our communities,” he said.

Council chief executive Lang-
ley Cavers said the proposed 

By KELLEY TANTAU

new events co-ordination role 
within council would likely be a 
full-time paid position.

“We haven’t developed a job 
description for the role at this 
stage, however it’s envisaged it 
would provide support to local 
business, community groups, 
and organisations in a number 
of areas including event man-
agement, volunteer recruitment 
and training, and district and 
business promotion,” he said.

Positive Paeroa said it will be 
submitting against Hauraki Dis-
trict Council’s LTP promotions 
proposal, with hearings taking 
place on May 18 and 19. 

Submissions to the LTP must 

be received by this Friday, April 
30.

Meanwhile, Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council con-
fi rmed the three-year funding 
agreement between council and 
the Thames Business Associa-
tion (TBA) comes to an end in 
June. 

Across three years, the TBA 
received $229,000 from coun-
cil to get the association estab-
lished, and chief executive Sue 
Lewis-O’Halloran said it was 
now time “for a hand up, not a 
handout”. 

“I’ve been here a year now 
and the fi rst thing I identifi ed 
was that we must not be de-

pendent on council for funding 
us; we have to have a diversifi ed 
revenue stream. So, we have set 
about doing that.”

The TBA has implemented its 
membership programme, and 
was working on establishing 
sponsorships and partnerships 
to help fund the association, she 
said. It would still like to be able 
to go to the Thames Community 
Board for assistance with some 
of its major events.

“We are putting things in 
place to ensure the future of the 
TBA, and I believe we will fi nd 
the funding because we have 
a strong case for support,” Sue 
said.

Posi� ve Paeroa chair Judith 
Jamieson fears for the 
future of the organisa� on.  

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Lest we forget
Hundreds turned out to honour service men and women 
in Anzac parades along with dawn and civil services 
throughout the Thames Valley region on Sunday. 

A lone bagpiper leads the Thames Anzac parade down Pollen St.             Photos: THE VALLEY PROFILE

Ngatea kids walk in the parade.

St John take part in Thames.

Hauraki Plains College students take part in the Ngatea parade. A St Joseph’s School student lays a wreath.

Did you know..? 

The best little town in 
the middle of everywhere

paeroa.org.nz  /  enquiries@paeroa.org.nz

..the Hauraki District Council is proposing a reduction in the funding for Positive Paeroa 
to $10k per annum?

Please show your support for the organisation that has steadfastly supported Paeroa for the 
last 20 years by making a submission to the Hauraki District Council’s Long Term Plan (LTP) 
and be sure to let council know what’s made Paeroa positive for you.   

Simply go to weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/alice/
Submissions close 5pm, Friday 30 April.

Thank you.

PP-HDC-LTP-ValleyProfile-180x260mm-FA.indd   1PP-HDC-LTP-ValleyProfile-180x260mm-FA.indd   1 23/04/21   4:21 PM23/04/21   4:21 PM

Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams, centre.

A fl agbearer leads the Paeroa parade.

Many took part in the Paeroa parade.
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Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -
Proudly locally owned and operated for over 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, Coromandel
Ph: 07 868 7056 • www.snowdensmenwear.co.nz

Come check out 

our New Season stock

REPAIRS AND SERVICING OF ALL MAKES AND MODELS  • PARTS AND ACCESSORIES FOR ROAD-ATV-OFF ROAD 
ROAD AND OFF ROAD APPAREL • SUSPENSION SERVICING AND RE-GASSING  • ON SITE SERVICING 

320 SH25, TOTARA, THAMES      07 868 6104         021 176 0859

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) • Ph: 07 868 7723 or Ph: 027 383 1117 • E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

• Mobility Scooters 
• Wheelchairs 
• Walkers 

• Electric Lift Chairs 
• Bathroom and Toilet Aids 
• Continence Products

• Daily Living Products - 
  Reachers, Sock Aids, Walking 
  Sticks and more

• We will also do 
   our best to source 
   other products on 
   request

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

SALES & SERVICE HIRE & SALES

DAILY LIVING AIDS

Hauraki Plains College students and veterans lead the Ngatea parade.

The Thames Troubadours.

Waitakaruru School students.

Many people took part in the Thames parade.St Francis School students carry wreaths.Paeroa Lions walk in the parade.

Thames Hospital nurses.

The Kerepehi Brass Band took part in both Ngatea and Paeroa parades.

The flag is raised at the dawn service in Kerepēhi.
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The Valley Profile has been able to provide 100 per cent local news for the past year, thanks to local support.

The past year has been tough for business in 
the Thames Valley, with the Covid-19 pan-

demic wreaking havoc for many businesses 
along with other challenges, such as one of 
the worst droughts in history.

So taking on a newspaper business a year 
ago probably wasn’t the greatest of timing for 
experienced journalist Teresa Ramsey.

Teresa took over the well-established Plains 
Profile newspaper in March, 2020, renaming it 
the Valley Profile and extending its circulation 
from the Hauraki Plains to also cover Paeroa, 
Thames and the Thames Coast. She was 
about to put the first issue together for print 
when the Level 4 shutdown was announced, 
putting a stop to any chance of delivery.

“That 4-week wait was horrendous, just the 
uncertainty,” she said.

“I had just resigned from a good national job 
and now I didn’t know if I was even going to be 
able to get this new venture off the ground. It 
was a massive risk and a stressful time.

“Fortunately, our advertisers remained loyal 
and extremely supportive of what I was trying 
to achieve - to get top quality local community 
news back into the Thames Valley region.”

The first issue of the Valley Profile was put 
together during the Level 4 shutdown and was 
delivered on the first Wednesday in May - in 
the middle of Level 3.

“This meant gloves and strict distancing 
rules for our newspaper delivery people, and 
also family and friends picking up more than 
half a dozen paper runs as many of our de-
livery people were vulnerable to the Covid-19 
virus and couldn’t venture out. 

“I was determined the first issue would 
get to every letterbox in the Thames Valley 
though.”

That first issue was just 16 pages but as 
support for local community news grew, so 
did requests for advertising, which meant the 
paper grew to as many as 36 pages in October 
before settling at a steady 24-28 pages. 

“I’m so grateful to all our advertisers, they 

Valley Profile celebrates 1st birthday by publishing weekly

are what keeps this newspaper going and 
developing, giving us the opportunity to de-
liver that important local news to connect 
our local communities,” Teresa said.

“Without advertising, there is no paper.”
Support remained huge, and many offers 

to contribute from members of the com-
munity also flowed in, leading to a variety 
of top quality photos, reports and content 
to complement stories celebrating local 
champions, events and general news. 

Before long, Teresa was able to employ 
full-time advertising manager Nikki Sand-
ers then reporter Kelley Tantau. The pair, 
along with part-time graphic designer Geoff 
Sanders and a dedicated distribution team, 
were essential for the paper’s transition 

from monthly to fortnightly in December. 
Now, thanks to the team’s hard work and 

massive ongoing support from advertisers, 
the Valley Profile is publishing weekly from 
May 5 - with 12,500 copies delivered to 
every letterbox in the Thames Valley every 
Wednesday, plus bulk distribution around 
the Coromandel Peninsula.

“It’s the perfect way to celebrate our first 
birthday,” Teresa said.

“We weren’t quite ready to make the leap  
to a weekly print but with two corporate 
rags breathing down our necks, we knew 
going weekly was necessary if we wanted 
to give the Profile and local news a chance.”

The Profile’s point of difference is that it’s 
locally owned and operated by people pas-

sionate about our region, she says.
“And we are ahead of the rest with two ex-

perienced journalists on the ground, which 
means we can cover our big events, sit in 
on council meetings, and uncover the truth 
about what’s happening in this district.

“Already, we are leading the way when 
it comes to local reporting and we’re also 
able to offer our businesses a voice with our 
extremely popular advertorials plus adver-
tising and classifieds at reasonable rates in 
a paper that’s read from cover to cover.

“It also means we care if any of our paper 
routes can’t be delivered, we step in and do 
it ourselves - even during a pandemic, be-
cause our local community news must al-
ways get through.”

Grow your profile

Font  ::  Times (modified)

C  100
M  25
Y   0
K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100

Now delivered every Wednesday! 100% local news delivered to every letterbox in the Thames Valley plus bulk 
distribution around the Coromandel Peninsula. Get ahead of the rest, book your ad from just $30 + GST

Contact Nikki: Ph 022 130 3885 or email nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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Sealey & Queen Sts, Thames   Ph Pete  027 2577 777

2015 Nissan Navara

$29,990
Auto, 2WD, 151,000k 

2015 Ssangyong Actyon 
Sport

66,000km $18,990

612 Pollen Street 

Thames

07 868 7388

Slow cooker specialists 
for soups and casseroles

• Skirt Steak

• Crosscut Blade Steak

Solarpunk festival 
cancelled, but 
passion remains

A first-time festival which 
was to take the vision of 

Solarpunk to the streets of 
Thames has been cancelled, 
but those passionate about the 
art movement have ensured the 
vision will endure.

Solarpunk Aotearoa was 
planned for the town in May, 
and was to be “in essence, one 
big party”, featuring live mu-
sic, exhibitions, creative work-
shops, trade expos, and talks, 
among other community pro-
jects and displays.

However, organiser Deborah 
MacDonald Brown said since 
Totally Thames - who were 
presenting the festival - ob-
tained $6000 in funding from 
the Thames Community Board 
in August to run the event, no 
action had been taken to better 
the local environment - the fun-
damental ethos of Solarpunk. 

“We as a team are absolutely 
passionate about taking action 
to do with the environment, 

but since we got funding, we 
haven’t actually done anything 
active to change the environ-
ment in which we live,” Debo-
rah told The Profile.

“We have been tied up in 
governance and funding appli-
cations, we’ve got ageing vol-
unteers, people with competing 
priorities, we’ve got Covid anxi-
ety, and we’ve got deep divides 
within our community.

“So while we’ve cancelled the 
festival concept, we’re going to 
start acting now.”

A tree planting will take place 
on May 9 at Burke St Reserve, 
in Thames, and what will fol-
low in the future will be work-
shops, talks, and exhibitions, 

By KELLEY TANTAU

Deborah said. 
It will be a change for Solar-

punk Aotearoa’s core team of 
12, who are “divorcing govern-
ance” and going out on their 
own, she said. 

“We’ve got a hugely passion-
ate team, but we’ve been tied 
up in governance knots… and 
you have this governance struc-
ture so you can receive funds, 
and the funding process is very 
difficult. 

“So, we decided we can do 
most of what we want without 
funds.” 

This new direction was prov-
en possible at a recent Solar-
punk meeting, in which team 
members put in $1000 of their 
own money to pay for the trees 
involved in the May planting. 

“We’re wanting to have 
something happening monthly, 
and then at some point in the 
future, if somebody wants to 
set up a new governance struc-
ture and do [the festival], we’re 
open to that.” 

According to Solarpunk 
Aotearoa, Solarpunk was de-
scribed as an art movement 

that encouraged people to en-
vision a more sustainable and 
optimistic future in the face of 
threats from environmental de-
struction and climate change.

The May 9 tree planting 
would celebrate mother earth, 
Deborah said, and people of 
all ages were encouraged to at-
tend.
DETAILS: Mother’s Day Tree 
Planting,  Sunday, May 9, 10am 
to 4pm. Meet at Burke St Re-
serve, by Seagull Refuge Cen-
tre. Bring along your gumboots, 
forks, buckets, and drink bottles.

Deborah MacDonald Brown says although the festival won’t go ahead as planned, Solarpunk will be ever-present 
within the community.          Photo: KELLEY TANTAU“We’ve got a hugely 

passionate team, but 
we’ve been tied up in 

governance knots ... the 
funding process  is very 

difficult.”
- Deborah MacDonald Brown
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Avoid law & money pitfalls in and/or out of court

• Protection, parenting & relationship property

• Probate, administration & execution of wills

• Micro and small business claims and contracts

• Tax, insolvency, tenancy, employment disputes

Contact for a quote Mon - Fri 9am -5pm

Susanna Kruger

PH: 027 538 9789  

E: susannakruger20@gmail.com

Need help with legal & court proceedings?

Legal and business consultant Susanna Kruger wants to help people avoid the pitfalls of law and money.    Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Walking inside Susanna Kruger’s home of-
fice is like being welcomed in by an old 

friend.
There’s an ease to her movements, a warmth 

in her voice, and it’s here, with a view of the 
Firth of Thames, where Susanna sits down with 
her clients, self-representatives, using her own 
past experiences to save them from the “unnec-
essary pain and loss” she suffered through the 
New Zealand Family Court.

“People often ask me: ‘Aren’t you getting 
depressed listening to all these people’s sto-
ries?’ and I say no, because the moment I meet 
them, I can help them go from being a victim, 
to becoming a victor. So there’s nothing to be 
depressed about there.”

Susanna moved to New Zealand 21 years 
ago from Namibia, South West Africa. In her 
home country, she had a top job in government 
consultancy, and specialised in the Ministry of 
Education, Culture, Youth, and Sport.

Arriving in Auckland, however, with two young 
daughters, she had to “basically start at the bot-
tom”. And, after going through a rough divorce, 
finding a job became hardly possible despite 
her achievements, as employers said she had 
“no Kiwi experience”.

Instead of being disheartened, she became 
inspired by the Māori way of thinking.

“I realised that my personal philosophies ac-
tually tied in very much with Māori philosophies. 
I went to free Māori courses and formal studies, 
but it wasn’t really to learn Te Reo as such,” she 
said. “In hindsight, I think it was more for me 
to be able to appreciate and articulate my own 
culture, and to find a place I could belong, be-
cause I felt like an outsider everywhere I went.”

Susanna went on to represent herself 
throughout her divorce at the Family Court. Do-
ing so, she stumbled across other people who 
didn’t qualify for legal aid or had given up on the 
legal process. She began to help them. Since 

Woman’s past helps others get ‘out of the gutter’

2017, she was mentored by a former lawyer 
and became an Accredited McKenzie Friend 
Professional. She even published a book ex-
amining the language of the New Zealand 
Family Court.

Researched in law and qualified in busi-
ness, Susanna now works from her home in 
Thames as a legal and business consultant, 
and aims to help people out of the same 
“gutter” she was once in.

“I see family violence as a family standing 
together to ostracise one person in the fam-

ily, just because that person doesn’t fall in 
line or has fallen in the gutter.

“When a family ostracises one member, 
the one who is struggling, it will take that 
person at least 10 years, even if they are 
very determined, to get themselves out of 
the gutter.

“I’ve calculated my personal loss from my 
divorce to be $500,000, and in learning from 
others’ stories, a big part of the losses was 
only possible or was enabled by family vio-
lence. It [family violence] happens; I’ve seen 

it with clients in all the different cultures and 
socio-economic groups. It happens in the 
best of families,” she said.

Susanna specialises in protection and par-
enting orders, relationship property division, 
probates, and administration of wills. She is 
also passionate about getting people, par-
ticularly women, into business.

She will present free family court work-
shops the first Saturday of every month at 
the Thames Library, 10am-12pm. To get in 
touch, email susannakruger20@gmail.com.

ADVERTORIAL
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- www.thamesautos.co.nz -�� ��

OnlyJust
$8,990$19,990

$8,990

$8,990

$5,990

$8,990$16,990

Special At

Just

2004 Honda Legend2014 Ssangyon Acyton Sports 

2010 Mazda CX-7

2010 Toyota Wish

2007 Honda CRV

2006 Ssangyong Rexton

2011 Mazda Demio2013 Ssangyong Rexton

3.5Lt Auto, 
Good Km,
So Much Car at 

Manual, Diesel, D/Cab, 
Towbar, Racks,
Top Condition

Enquire

2014 Toyota Aqua Hybrid
1.5Ltr Auto, 71km, 
Like New,
Arriving   

Auto, NZ New, Top of 
Range Model, 
Low Km

2.4L Auto, 7 seat, new 
shape fully optional

2.4Lt Auto, 2WD, 
Popular SUV,
Great Buy at

$6,990
Only

2006 Toyota Ractis
1.5Lt Auto, Space & 
Economy

2.7Ltr Diesel 4WD,
Auto,
As Traded  

Auto, Alloys, One 
NZ Owner, Top 
Condition

Auto, diesel, 4WD, 
7-seat, Top example

$15,990

2015 Holden Astra GTC
Auto Turbo, NZ 
New, Hi Spec and 
Performance

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance available 
on all vehicles.

Full workshop servicing & repairs 
available including 

Auto Electrical service

     

Value

$13,990
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Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the 
heart of Coromandel”  

558 Pollen St, Thames.  Phone 868 6105       www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames        Instagram@walter_andco

201 Pollen St • www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963 Paul Saunders 021 220 0098

0800 11 11 10

2016 Mitsubishi
Outlander
2.4 Ltr, 4X4, 

NZ New

2013 Mitsubishi 
Outlander XLS

2.4 Ltr, 4X4,
NZ New

2016 Mitsubishi 
Pajero Sport 

NZ New, 4X4

MITSUBISHI PAJERO 
SPORT VRX

2017 Mitsubishi 
Outlander 

One Owner, 
NZ New,

35kms

$35,995 
or fi nance

$58,990
+ ORC

$19,995

$26,995
$27,995 “On site fi nance”

Saunders Mitsubishi

A little bit of something A little bit of something 
for everyone: for everyone: 

crystals, fairies, dragons crystals, fairies, dragons 
and more...and more...

Ph 027 486 5680Ph 027 486 5680

11 Belmont Rd, 11 Belmont Rd, 
PaeroaPaeroa

earthangelmagic7@gmail.comearthangelmagic7@gmail.com

Cheques extinct?
How will I pay my...

rates, water, dog 
registration?

NZ banks are 
phasing out cheques
After Thursday 17 June we’ll 
no longer be able to accept 

them from you.
Find out more 

https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
services/payments

World War I veteran lost in Pipiroa house fire
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

The sight of Edward Arthur’s 
unmilked cows at Pipiroa 

disturbed George Goldthorpe.
It was a late February after-

noon in 1923 when George 
stopped by the farm. He looked 
about and called but got no re-
ply. He had seen Edward around 
noon that day when Edward 
mentioned in passing that his 
wife and young baby were stay-
ing with Mrs Arthur’s ill father 
at Waitakaruru. He had sent 
the other two children, aged 13 
and 9, that morning to join their 
mother. George went home but 
at 8.20pm he returned and made 
a further search for Edward but 
he had vanished.

In the early hours of the next 
morning William Ganley, a 
farmer at Pipiroa, got up and 
looking out the window saw Ed-
ward’s house, about 100 yards 
away, on fire.  He called his mate 
John Galvin and they ran over 

but found the building had been 
practically destroyed. The roof 
had fallen in and the flames were 
licking the skeleton of the build-
ing.  They knew Mrs Arthur had 
gone to Waitakaruru but were 
not sure where the children 
were. As far as the fierce heat 
would permit they made a des-
perate search. The cowshed was 
also searched, but there was no 
trace of anyone.

John Kelly, the local store-
keeper, arrived at the scene 
about 6am but by then the house 
had burned to the ground.  John 
had seen Edward the previous 
afternoon when he came to his 
store about 4.45pm for tobacco 
and cigarettes. John searched 
the smouldering ruins and made 
the grim discovery of a body on 
the wire mattress of an iron bed-
stead lying on the ground where 
Edward’s bedroom had been.  
He threw water over some still 
flaring flames then left to inform 
the police. Constable Devereaux 
of Kerepēhi caught a launch that 
was just on the point of leaving 
and was soon on the spot.  

It was thought Edward had 
used an open fireplace in the din-
ing room to prepare his evening 
meal, and went to bed shortly af-
terwards, and that a cinder from 
the fire ignited the building. But 
at 2pm the constable found Ed-
ward’s coat hanging up in the 
milking shed and a letter in the 
inside pocket addressed to Mrs 
Arthur. In the presence of Mrs 

Arthur’s brother he opened the 
letter. It intimated clearly that 
Edward had intended to take his 
life that night. 

Edward was from Kent, Eng-
land, and had been in New Zea-
land about nine years. He had 
served with the Rifle Brigade in 
World War I during which he was 
wounded. Since returning from 
war,  he had farmed on a small 
acreage at Pipiroa. The farm was 

likely a result of the Discharged 
Soldiers’ Settlement Act, which 
allowed returned servicemen to 
be granted farmland on gener-
ous terms and to apply for cheap 
finance to develop it. But much 
of the Hauraki Plains land was 
totally unfit for dairying. Drain-
age was incomplete and roads 
unmetalled and impassable in 
winter. By 1923 this was the sor-
ry plight of the soldier settlers on 

the Hauraki Plains who had paid 
excessive prices for land which 
was undrainable and practically 
worthless. As well as economic 
difficulties, returned soldiers 
were often suffering from shell 
shock and struggling with the 
aftermath of war wounds, all or-
deals which could merge into a 
tragically lethal combination.

Edward is buried at Shortland 
cemetery, Thames. 

Dairy farming at Pipiroa in the 1920s.                  Photo: SUPPLIED
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Stock Standard Commission Saver
House Value Higher Commission Rate Example Our Commission Savings
$500,000 $20,930 $14,375 $6,555
$600,000 $23,230 $16,445 $6,785
$700,000 $25,530 $18,515 $7,105
$800,000 $27,830 $20,585 $7,245

Trinity Network Commission is 2.5% up to $500,000 and 1.8% thereafter + GST
Higher Commission Rate Example is based on 3.95% on first $400,000 of sale price + 2% of balance of sale price + a $400 fee + GST. Higher Commission Example is not based on any par-
ticular agency, average or standard charge made by other companies. Actual rates will vary between companies, branches and agents. The commission table and Higher Rate example 

are provided to help assess potential savings only. Trinity Network does not accept responsibility or liability if actual savings vary from the examples given.

ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING?
Contact us for a FREE Strategy Session on your property, and the current market. 

The Full Real Estate Service   |   (07) 868 9773   |   701A Pollen Street   |   trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 131 Korokoro Crescent
Download infopack:  www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136832/

Phone for a Private Viewing

- - - -

Asking Price $270,000

Thames, 504 Brown Street
Download infopack:  www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136845/

Phone for a Private Viewing

- 2 - -

Price by Negotiation

Matatoki, 1 Warahoe Road
Download infopack:  www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136820/

Phone for a Private Viewing

- - - -

Price by Negotiation

Thames, 409 Ensor Street
Download infopack:  www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136870/

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 2 2 2

Asking Price $719,000

Thornton Bay, 366 Thames Coast Road
Download infopack:  www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136844/

Phone for a Private Viewing

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $650,000Price by Negotiation

Phone for a Private Viewing

4 1 1 2

Thames, 104 Beach Road
Download infopack: www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/136614/

LICENSED REAA (2008)
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE GARY 027 227 3396

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernal
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife
Environment DNA 
tests planned for 
region’s streams

Worms, freshwater jelly-
fish, pigs, cats, and hu-

mans have all shown up in DNA 
results pulled from a Thames 
stream.

What wasn’t found was any 
evidence New Zealand native 
fish kōkopu and kōaro existed 
in the sample area, surprising a 
local conservationist.

To encourage citizen science, 
The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) have sponsored 
Environmental DNA (eDNA) 
kits around the country.

NZ Landcare Trust Waikato 
catchments co-ordinator Ric 
Balfour has 10 of these kits, 
worth $200 a pop. 

He will be working with 
catchment groups and land-
owners across the Coromandel, 
Hauraki and Matamata-Piako 
to discover what is present and 
absent in their streams.

“You collect the water sam-
ple with a syringe, squeeze it 
through a filter which traps the 
fragments of DNA, and then 
you run about 4-5 litres [of wa-
ter] through it. 

“That gets bagged up and 
sent to Wilderlab in Welling-
ton, and they take 2-3 weeks to 
analyse it,” Mr Balfour said.

From a pilot test taken with 
the help of Thames High School 
students at Karaka Stream, 
eDNA results showed 193 frag-
ments of oligochaete worm; 
153 fragments of longfin eel; 
116 fragments of torrentfish; 
and 104 fragments of freshwa-
ter jellyfish. There were also 71 
fragments of human DNA, and 

eight each of dog, cat, and pig. 
What the results did not pro-

duce was any evidence that any 
galaxiidae or small freshwa-
ter fish, such as kōkopu, was 
present in the Karaka Stream, 
which Mr Balfour expressed 
shock at. 

“They should be there, and 
that really stood out for me,” he 
said.

“I have detected them in Ta-
raru Stream and I know they’re 
in the Kauaeranga, so what that 
means is by having that big 
structure that was downstream 
of the [Karaka Stream] sample 
site, I suspect that inanga, or 
whitebait, which are the young 
of kōkopu, haven’t been able to 
get up there.” 

The sample was taken at the 
end of Bella St, upstream from 
Thames Hospital, and gathered 
information from up to 1km, 
Mr Balfour said.

Another surprising result 
from the pilot was the pres-
ence of torrentfish (panoko) 
and bullies, such as toitoi, as 
well as blackbirds and house 
sparrows, of which there were 
37 and 11 fragments found, re-
spectively.

Their presence in the stream 
could be determined by a drop 
of a feather, Mr Balfour said.

“This is a very exciting new 
tool that’s going to be available 
as part of water quality moni-
toring, and you just wouldn’t 
be able to find half of these spe-
cies by the normal techniques 
of fishing with a net or picking 
up rocks. 

“This is a whole new level,” 
he said.

By KELLEY TANTAU

ABOVE: Thames High School 
students work in the Karaka Stream,  
which was the site of a pilot eDNA 
test.

RIGHT: NZ Landcare Trust Waikato 
catchments co-ordinator Ric 
Balfour will be undertaking eDNA 
tests throughout the Hauraki and 
Coromandel regions.

BELOW: The lack of galaxiids in the 
Karaka Stream surprised test-takers.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

SPREADERS

Mag 45 Causmag 
duster & spreader 
  45 L  

$2350 + GST

Spreadmax 
fertiliser spreader

  120 L  
$2850 + GST

Spreadmax easy 
lock drive fertiliser 
spreader 120 L 

$3260 + GST

Spreadmax easy 
lock drive fertiliser 
spreader 240 L 

$3740 + GST

Spreadmax
fertiliser spreader

 240 L 
$2990 + GST

Spreadmax 
TPL750 fertiliser 
spreader 750 L
$4460 + GST

RuralRural LifeLife
Workshops announced 
at Kerepēhi P3 field day

Workshops to help farmers 
construct their required 

Farm Environment Plans were 
announced at last week’s P3 
Monitor Farm Field Day in 
Kerepēhi, with the first intake 
to be in May. 

At the field day held on the 
Burton Farm on April 20, 
DairyNZ Waikato regional 
leader Wilma Foster and P3 
Trust chair Craig Zydenbos 
announced the establishment 
of the workshops, which will 
help farmers put together their 
plans to recognise on-farm 
environmental risks, and po-
tentially improve their bottom 
line.

According to DairyNZ, farm 
environment plans were unique 

to a property and reflected the 
local climate and soils, the type 
of farming operation, and the 
goals and aspirations of the 
land user. 

Inherently, all farmers want-
ed to look after the land, Wilma 
said, and an environment plan 
was one way to do it. The free 
workshops would run over 
two years and were open to all 
farmers in the Waihou-Piako 
catchment, which included the 
Hauraki Plains.

They had already obtained 
a lot of industry support, Wil-
ma said, and would be project 
managed by Dairy Training tu-
tor Mark Speight.

For information on how to 
sign up to the workshops, con-
tact mark.speight@dairytrain-
ing.co.nz.

By KELLEY TANTAU

BELOW LEFT: The environ-
ment plan workshops will 
be project managed by Dairy 
Training tutor Mark Speight.

BELOW: DairyNZ Waikato 
regional leader Wilma Foster 
said the workshops were 
open to all farmers in the 
Waihou-Piako catchment.

More than 20 people turned out to the Burton Farm on April 20 for the Monitor Farm Field Day.  Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

P3 Trust chair Craig Zydenbos talks about the workshops. 
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Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fi ttings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors, 

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565  Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design    

Installation    

Service  

0800 4 EFFLUENT       www.williamsirrigation.com

A Thames-based mental health 
and addiction service has been 

able to acknowledge its 25 years in 
the community, after Covid-19 put a 
halt on celebrations last year.

Stepping Out Hauraki held its sil-
ver anniversary event at the Union 
Parish Hall in Thames recently.

It was an opportunity for past and 
present members, stakeholders, al-
lies, and associates to come together, 
manager Jo Burns said.

“We wanted to celebrate not only 
Stepping Out as a stand alone con-
sumer-led service running for 25 
years but, more importantly, the suc-
cesses of those who we have support-
ed over those years. 

“Peer support is an integral and 
important role in the recovery and 
ongoing wellness of tangata whaiora 

and now a recognised and accepted 
component of recovery.”

Stepping Out is recovery-focused 
and offers rural outreach support 
groups throughout the Thames-
Coromandel and Hauraki regions, 
reaching those needing support and 
those living in isolation.

“We are very much a consumer-fo-
cused service and anyone who is sup-
ported or becomes a member has a 
role and input into the daily running 
of our centre,” Jo said.

“Our hope is that we continue 
to operate and provide this amaz-
ing and unique service to our local 
community for many more years to 
come.”

For more information, contact 
Stepping Out Hauraki, Ph 07 868-
5595 or free phone 0800 127 877.

‘Stepping Out’ in style to mark 25 years
Patti Wicksteed opens the celebrations at Stepping Out’s 25th birthday.        Photo: SUPPLIED
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2021 KIA Picanto Auto 2021 KIA Sportage Urban

2021 KIA Seltos 2.0Ltr2021 KIA Stonic 1.4Ltr 6 Spd Auto

plus on road costs plus on road costs

plus on 
road costs

FROM $19,990 FROM $29,990

FROM 
$27,990

FROM
$23,990

plus on 
road 
costs

THAMES VALLEY KIA
321 Pollen Street, Thames

Ph 07 868 8951
Paul Griffi n 021 169 4036
www.ThamesKia.co.nz

2019  Toyota Corolla GX, Hatch, Auto   $28,390
2018  Toyota Corolla GX, Auto, Hatch   $24,790
2018  Toyota Yaris, Sig Class, Auto    $19,990
2018  Toyota Corolla GLX, Hatch, Auto,   $20,990
2017  Hyundai Accent, 1.6 ltr, Auto, Alloys  $17,990
2017  Kia Rio LX, Hatch, Auto, 1 Owner, NZ New  $17,990
2016  Suzuki Vitara, Sport, Low Km’s   $25,990
2016  Toyota Corolla GX, Sedan, Alloys  $18,990
2014  Toyota Corolla GLX, Hatch, Auto, NZ New $16,990

2019  Toyota CH-R, AWD, LTD     $34,990
2018  Toyota Yaris GX, Sig Class    $19,990
2018  Toyota Corolla GX, Alloys, 1.8 ltr, Auto $19,990
2017  Toyota Corolla GLX , Auto, Alloys, Sedan $21,790
2014  Mazda Demio, Hatch, Auto    $10,990
2009  Nissan Dualis, SUV, Auto    $12,990
2009  Toyota Fielder, 1.8 ltr, Wagon, Auto   $9,990
2005  Mitsubishi Colt, Auto     $4,990
2004  Nissan Primera, Sedan, Auto    $6,990

New RAV 4
Demo’s Available to 
Test Drive Today!

2018 Toyota Corolla 
Hatch, Auto

$24,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Finance -         Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance -          Kent Ravenhill  027 878 0642

PRE ORDER YOUR 
NEW KIA TODAY !!!
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Licensed Cafe
Serving L’Affare coffee

Keto & gluten free options
Available for group functions

Private meeting room 
(complimentary)

Extensive gift ware range
Pet friendly

Open 7 days 8.30am - 4pm
3815 SH2 Mangatarata

Ph: 867 3266  
E: bmattock48@gmail.com

      woodturnerscafe

woodturners
CAFE

•Wedding Dresses

Contact Sharron 
Ph 021 162 4837 

Email sharronshaz@live.com

•Ball Gowns
•Curtains
•Drapes

•Alterations
I have moved - s� ll in Paeroa, I have moved - s� ll in Paeroa, 

now at 54a Thames Road now at 54a Thames Road 
near the old racecoursenear the old racecourse

Tel 07 8687892 
driving@valleyeducation.co.nz

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education & Training
50 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames 3578 

We’re introducing our new programme, Te Mahi Whenua, to 
our stable of courses. Te Mahi Whenua is a 15 week Level 3 
Programme designed to get people back to the land. 
We have designed Te Mahi Whenua to give you confi dence with all 
kinds of machinery – quad bikes, two wheelers, chainsaws, fencing 
– both wire and post and rails. Te Mahi Whenua is what it says: less 
classroom time, more time on the land with hands-on real world 
learning.
The programme encompasses health and well-being and 
incorporates this into working the land. You will fi ll your kete with new skills and upgrade 
old ones. If you want to be part of a great team whose focus is working the land, not the 
classroom, call us and keep fi lling your kete with new skills.
We are taking our Tapa Wha model for learning further afi eld, teaching akonga from 
Huntly and Hamilton; with the same passion for youth and utilizing the same principles 
that we have at our Kopu campus. We have partnered with Te Whangai Trust where 
our common philosophies create a synergy that goes into teaching and preparing these 
akonga for life - what it takes to move into employment and succeed. 
Parents, grandparents, aunties, uncles if you have Whanau members 16 years + 
lounging around the house, give us a call and we can organise a visit with you at your 
place to meet the team. Being able to gain NCEA Levels whilst working through our 
Vocational Pathways programmes at Level 2. Our passionate team at Valley Education 
will make a diff erence and help prepare our akonga for the work environment.
We can also help with driver license training (Call Pete on 022 0812 560), and get all 
those necessary milestones sorted to be work-ready – bank account, IRD number and 
qualifi cations. We work hard at pastoral care, off er free transport, and we all share kai. 
Call us now.

SPORTS
Memorial tournament held
After two open tournaments 
cancelled because of weather 
conditions, it was a relief for 
the Paeroa Bowling Club to 
not only conduct competi-
tion, but also be host to eight 
teams from outside clubs for 
the final sponsored tourna-
ment of the season.

A total of 16 teams com-
peted in the Val Morrison 
and April Leonard Memo-
rial Tournament for the Val 
Morrison Cup, one of the 
more prestigious trophies in 
the club cabinet. Val Mor-
rison and April Leonard be-
ing prominent in the Paeroa 
Bowling scene for a number 
of seasons, holding executive 
positions over the years Val 

Morrison being a past life 
member. 

The Val Morrison Cup was 
presented to the Tui Park 
team from Te Aroha of Pe-
ter Ferguson (skip), Geoffrey 
Carseldine (2), and Craig 
Townsend (lead), by Viv-
ian Gerrand of Arkwright’s 
Antiques sponsors for the 
tournament and Sue Christie 
daughter of the late Viv Mor-
rison. Peter Ferguson was 
also in the inaugural winning 
team when the cup was first 
presented in 2014. 

Although the weather was 
variable during the day the 
success of this prominent 
and final tournament of the 
year was evident.

Thames Croquet Club holds fundraising competition for flood damage

Lightning and thunder, 
heavy bouts of rain, and the 
odd spot of hail, did not de-
ter 40 keen croquet players 
from enjoying a day of high 
quality, and very competi-
tive, croquet on the lawns of 
the Te Aroha Croquet Club.

Players were from clubs 
representing Te Aroha, Mor-

rinsville, Matamata, Paeroa, 
Hamilton East, Claudelands, 
Katakati, Tauranga and Mt 
Maunganui. The event was 
in aid of raising funds to-
wards the refurbishment of 
the Thames Croquet Club 
lawns which are still suffer-
ing from the after effects of 
the big January, 2018, storm 

and subsequent seawater 
flooding. The Thames Club 
lawns are not in a suitable 
condition for competition 
play, though club level play 
is possible. We acknowledge 
the generous offer from the 
Te Aroha club in allowing us 
to use their lawns.

Play was in three divisions, 
premier, intermediate and 
primary, with the winners 
of each division having to be 
decided on Hoop Differential 
(number of hoops won) as 
each won an equal number 
of games. 

A great day’s play was fol-
lowed by a sumptuous af-
ternoon tea provided by the 
ladies of the Thames Club 
and the raffle draw with a 

number of quality prizes do-
nated by Thames businesses 
and Thames club members. 
RESULTS: Division 1 (Premier): 
1 David Roberts and Jim Peck of 
Katakati, 4 wins and +1 hoop; 
2 Clive Taylor and Neil Consta-
ble of Katikati, 4 wins; 3 Pat 
Anderton and Noeline Posselt 
of Paeroa, 3 wins. Division 2 
(Intermediate): 1 Leo Craig and 
Heather Aitken of Matamata, 
4 wins with +15 hoops; 2 San-
dra and Chris Bird of Paeroa, 
4 wins and +7 hoops; 3 Alan 
Butchart and Chris Lewenden 
of Claudelands, 4 wins and +3 
hoops. Division 3 (Primary): 1 
Colleen McKee and Kay Fergu-
son of Paeroa, 4 wins and +6 
hoops; 2 Lyn Prestage and Ma-
rie Kendrick of Claudelands, 4 
wins; 3 Ann and Bob Anderson 
of Matamata, 3 wins.



www.valleyprofi le.co.nz     April 28 , 2021, THE VALLEY PROFILE 17

L&P Rockers Birthday Hop
Saturday 1 May, 7pm, Paeroa memorial Hall
Featuring: Chet O’Connell & the Rock n Roll Riot Band
Theme: Oscar Night
$20 Adults, $10 Juniors
Supper • Best Dressed • Raffles • Spot Prizes
L8prockers@gmail.com for more information 

Paeroa Community Scout & Guide Hall AGM
Sunday 2 May, 2pm, 
Paeroa Community Scout & Guide Hall
All welcome

Paeroa RSA - Mother’ Day Cabaret
Magic of the 80’
Sunday 9 May, 1pm, Paeroa RSA
$10 adults (12yrs +), $5 kids (5 – 11 yrs) 
Book by phone or email as seating is limited
07 862 7226 or 027 543 6749
Email: paeroarsa@xtra.co.nz
Lunch available from midday ($12 - $15) 
All welcome

House of Patchwork presents 
the Tilda Truck Show
Friday 7th - Sunday 9th May, Karangahake Hall
Friday and Saturday: 10am - 4pm

Sunday: 10am - 3pm
$5 entry includes entry to the Tilda prize draw
Make & Take sessions daily, 10.30am - 11.30am and 
1.30am - 2.30pm: 
$25 per person – to register: 09 420 6355 or 
houseofpatchworkltd@gmail.com 
cafe on site

May BA5
Wednesday 19 May, 5.30pm, Paeroa Library
Co-hosts: Paeroa Library & HC Post
All Paeroa and Hauraki 
business owners/managers welcome
Please contact Jo at Positive Paeroa for more 
information

Paeroa Lunchtime Entertainers Club proudly presents 
The Country Music Entertainers
Friday 21 May, 12 midday, Paeroa Co-Operating Parish
Bring your lunch and enjoy a lunchtime musical concert! 
Koha appreciated - all welcome! 

L&P Café presents 
live music with Riverside Jazz
Friday 7 & 21 May, from 5.30pm, L&P Cafe
What a great way to finish your working week

L&P Café Karaoke Evening
Saturday 29 May, from 8pm, L&P Cafe
Grab your crew, warm up the vocal cords 
and enjoy a great night out!

Commemorating the 1981 Paeroa Floods
Paeroa Museum, pictorial display and recorded interviews
Museum open Tuesday - Friday, midday - 3pm
This display will be open until October so don’t miss the 
chance to see it
$3 adults, $1 children

Music Tuition
Every Tuesday, 4pm - 5pm, Paeroa Co-Operating Parish
We teach keyboard, drums, guitar and ukulele
Gold coin donation each week
For more information, please contact Joss: 022 195 6698
All welcome - the more the merrier!

Paeroa Grey Power
Meet on the second Monday of each month, 1.30pm, 
Paeroa Bible Chapel
Guest speakers each month
Stay on for a lovely afternoon tea and a chance 
to chat with members
For more information, please contact Gail: 07 862 6256

Cameo for Senior Citizens
2nd and 4th Thursday of each month, 2pm – 3.30pm, 
Paeroa Bible Chapel
Bowls • Scrabble • Checkers • Fun • Devotion 
• Hymn Singing
Afternoon tea provided - all welcome - it’s all free!

Paeroa Drop-In every Tuesday from 9.30am, 
St John Ambulance meeting room, Paeroa
Have an hour or two or a whole morning to spare?
Come and meet with us for a chinwag, chatter over 
a cuppa or join in a game
Look out for our sign in Belmont Road next to 
Hauraki District Council offices
No cost… not a club just a friendly group 
that would love to meet you
All welcome

Citizens Advice Bureau
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10am - 1pm, 
St John building, Paeroa
Phone 07 862 8093

It’s Not Ok - Are You Ok?
0800 456 450
www.areyouok.org.nz

Coming up in Paeroa To subscribe to our weekly electronic newsletter, the Friday Update, simply go to our facebook page or email Jo.
paeroa.org.nz   |   enquiries@paeroa.org.nz   |   07 862 6999 or 027 605 1858
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New season’s 

winter stock 

in store now.
• Cushions         • Jewellery  • Wall Art
• Handbags & Accessories
• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
• Loyalty Cards  • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725
Authorised by Scott Simpson, 
614 Pollen St, Thames.  

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Contact me anytime

ENTERTAINMENT

There were frightened 
jumps, then muffl  ed laughs, 

as audience members willingly 
went out for a night of “scary 
entertainment” at the hands of 
Thames Music and Drama.

What resulted was a thriller 
play that increased in tension 
from the fi rst scene, and 
provided theatregoers with a 
psychological whodunnit that 
unraveled across two acts with 
effi  cient mystery.

The opening night of I’ll 
Be Back Before Midnight by 
Peter Colley on April 22 saw 
a four-person cast - the timid 
Jan (Hilary Rodley), Bee Gees 
fan Greg (David Singleton), 
charismatic Laura (Erin 
Wigley), and whiskey-drinking 
George (Stuart Floan) - fi ll the 
nostalgic cottage set out in 
rural countryside. 

Jan had recently come out 
of hospital, and spent the 
duration of the show doubting 
her consciousness and tugging 
at the sleeves of her dressing 
gown. 

Her husband, Greg, tried to 
help ease her anxious mind 
- before the arrival of his 
manipulative and beautiful 
sister Laura, that is.

George, the owner of the 
farmhouse, was a nonchalant, 
whiskey-drinking teller of 
horror stories, who casually 
mentioned to the fearful Jan 

Frights and fun at Thames show
I’ll Be Back Before Midnight
By KELLEY TANTAU

REVIEW

frightful tales of runaway 
leopards and chainsaw-
wielding head-loppers.  

The combination of all these 
things allowed the show to 
play out as one would expect, 
with an introduction, a hint of 
deception, building intensity, a 
climactic event, a red herring, 
and a resolution. There were 
also some unexpected laughs, 
as well. 

It made for a more than 
watchable performance, and 
the actor’s abilities were only 
strengthened by an impressive 
set constructed by Norm 
Hammond and Paul Silvester.

Kudos must also go to the 
special eff ects, sound, and 
lighting team of Martin Rodley 
and Tina Haakma. From the 
chimney gag in the opening 

scene, to the use of black-outs 
and hand-held lighting, not to 
mention the foreboding use of 
a heartbeat, the eff ects were a 
crucial element to the play and 
they were done to an impressive 
standard. 

Directed by Asha Peppiatt, 
I’ll Be Back Before Midnight 
brought all the wonderful things 
of theatre together: a cast who 
stood out as individuals and an 
ensemble, set and costuming 
that evoked a certain aura, and 
special eff ects that immersed 
an audience enough to scare 
the bejeezus out of them.
DETAILS: I’ll Be Back Before 
Midnight’s fi nal three shows will 
be on April 29-30; and May 1 at 
7.30pm at Tararu Cultural Centre, 
ti ckets $25pp. Tickets: www.
thamesmad.co/music-hall.

The strong cast of Erin Wigley, 
David Singleton, and Hilary 

Rodley combined to make for 
an intriguing performance.

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

The City of Auckland Singers return to Thames next month to perform 
some “old favourites”. This well-established show choir is passionate 
about entertaining their audiences. Popular music is the main focus - 
classic hits from the 50s to the present day, and talented soloists and 
trios add variety to the programmes. The group also has some New 
Zealand music. “We look forward to presen� ng some old favourites 
such as Old Devil Moon, Memory, a rousing Medley of songs from the 
60’s, and also some more modern songs such as Perfect, Amazing and
What Do I Know,” a spokesperson said. “We have a lovely mix of enjoy-
able music to share, and our Forever Country Medley will be a great 
way to fi nish the concert for our friends in Thames.” The Thames Mu-
sic Group concert begins at 2pm on May 2.
TICKETS: Adults $20, TMG members $15, students $5, under 12 free.

Brave Caitlin Smith’s Imaginary 
Band is in town on 4 May from 

7:30pm at the Kauaeranga Hall. 
Caitlin Smith (piano and vocals), 

Lance McNicholl (guitar) and 
Steve Cournane (percussion and 
cymbals) are a dream team per-
forming jazz and folk music. 

Legally blind since birth, Caitlin 
is a mesmerizing, prolifi c and pas-
sionate performer, and a huge fan 
of Joni Mitchell and Leonard Co-
hen. Caitlin Smith is a song-poet 
and story singer, and a � reless 
advocate for accessibility issues 
and the healing and transforma-
� ve power of crea� vity. A vocal 
and song-wri� ng coach to many 
of our best-known ar� sts, Caitlin 

Caitlin Smith band to perform

Smith combines poetry and music 
in unforge� able performances. 
TICKETS: Door sales $25, pre-
book $22 txt: 021 912 993, email: 
kauaerangahallmusic@gmail.
com, www.kauaerangamusic.pro-
mo.nz or Lotus Realm 714 Pollen 
St, Thames.
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Find out more at corbetthouse.co.nz | 8088 SH 26, Hikutaia | Ph 021 128 7693

Our American style barn and historic homestead surrounded by lush farmland and extensive gardens makes  
for a stunning backdrop for your special day. Offering affordable tailored packages to suit every wedding.

GBD providing a standard of hospitality that 
dates all the way back to 1869

700 Pollen St, Thames
Phone 868 6008

E: gbd@thejunction.net.nz
W:thejunction.net.nz

GrahamstownBarAndDiner

Available for functions 
and celebrations
Seating up to 120 

Accommodation available

“The Place 
To Meet”

Weddings & Events

David and Anja Corbett have been run-
ning Corbett House in Hikutaia as a Bed 

and Breakfast for approximately three years. 
They are thrilled Corbett’s are once again at 
Corbett House after thirty five years and 
want to continue celebrating the historic na-
ture of the property. They provide three up-
stairs rooms for their guests and endeavour 
to give them a homely country experience 
while they are there. Along with a complete 
kitchen renovation, they had an American 
style barn constructed  towards the end of 
2019 and finally completed with the ad-
dition of the cedar doors just in time for 
their daughter’s wedding in January 2020. 
The barn is large enough to accommodate 
around 100 guests seated. The wooden 
pole barn has a unique rustic feel to it and 
the heritage colours and three cedar doors 
make a strong design statement.

David and Anja received many positive 
comments from those who attended the 
wedding, suggesting the barn and park-like 
surroundings would make an  ideal wedding 
venue. With mature trees and extensive 
lawn areas, it provided the perfect back-
ground for the wedding with ample shade 
and rustic seating for the ceremony. Located 
towards the back of the 1 hectare property, 
it affords privacy and compliments the origi-
nal home which is a homage to the arts and 
crafts movement. Previous owners have 
respected the original design of the house 
which  offers a wonderful setting for wed-
ding photos both inside the house  as well 
as around the well established gardens and 
mature trees surrounding the property. The 
house can provide the bridal party with ac-
commodation and is perfect for wedding 
preparation.

Their daughter Natalie has become ac-
tively involved in promoting not only the 
Bed and Breakfast aspect of Corbett House 

but also in promoting weddings at Corbett 
House. Her graphic design background is 
ideally suited to promoting both aspects of 
the business and she has provided her ex-
pertise  with designing  the Corbett House 
website as well as the logo and all aspects of 
design related to the Corbett House brand. 
She is interested in wedding planning and all 
the aspects that go into running a seamless 
and stress-free event. 

Where possible Corbett House promotes 
and uses local vendors to supply everything 
needed for a successful day and Natalie en-
joys meeting and working with them to real-
ise the clients ideas. 

David and Anja welcome any enquiries for 
those who are planning a wedding and look 
forward to working with clients to provide a 
truly special day.

Corbett House open for weddings
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Make Your 
Day Events

 • Marquee Hire

 • Event Styling & 

    Coordination

 • Event Decor

Make Your Day Events

Ph. 027 777 3094
www.makeyourdayevents.co.nz

 We offer affordable quality 

marquee packages

& event styling for:

weddings, birthdays, 

anniversaries, school balls, 

baby showers 

and more.
• Winners Outstanding Wedding 

Stylist Theme Ar
 st and Outstanding 
Hire and Theming, 

Wedding Industry Awards 2019
 • Finalist in 

Outstanding Marquee Hire

Weddings & Events
www.coromandelcaravanbar.co.nz

hello@coromandelcaravanbar.co.nz

Weddings & Events

Taryn Baines from Make Your Day Events 
shares her top tips for planning a wed-

ding on the Coromandel or Hauraki Plains.
1. How to pick a venue? The number of 
guests you plan to have helps narrow this 
down. If you want it all sorted for you and 
you just choose the menu and drinks list, 
then an all inclusive venue is the way to go. 
If you’d rather choose your own caterers, 
provide your own beverages and are happy 
to organise the day itself, then a local hall or 
backyard wedding is a great option.
2. Looking for your vendors and not sure 
where to start? There is a great local direc-
tory of our amazing vendors online at: www.
yourcoromandelwedding.co.nz.
3. When choosing your photo locations, 
work out the travel time between each by 
hopping in the car and timing the trip, then 
add 5-10 minutes to allow for bathroom 

breaks and rounding up your bridal party.
4. When planning an outdoor ceremony, 
think about shade to protect from the sun if 
having a summer celebration, and also con-
sider potential poor weather - do you have 
the option of using your reception space as 
backup? You may not need to use it but it 
takes away the stress if you have one sorted. 
Your backup location needs to be on your 
marriage license.
5. If you need some extra help on the day for 
a DIY option, consider hiring a local sports 
club or community group to do the clean 
up etc – this helps them with their fundrais-
ing and takes the pressure off you and your 
families.
6. Be sure to take time during the day itself 
to pause, take it all in and bank the moments 
into your memory because as they say “time 
flies when you are having fun”.

Top tips for your special day

An unromantic plans a wedding
The guest list is getting bigger.

Another name, another stomach to con-
sider, another set of eyes to watch as I likely 
fumble over vows which were constructed with 
equal parts romance and jest in mind: Don’t be 
too loving, you’ll laugh. Don’t make too many 
jokes, you’ll cry. 

An anxiety brews long before the wedding 
date approaches, and I’m torn between tradi-
tion and timidness. I want the whole hog, hotel 
nuptials with 150 guests, but then I remember I 
don’t know that many people.

I want an elopement, just the two of us on 
an island in Greece, but then I remember the 
pandemic and how the world has changed a lot 
since last year. Luckily, there are other people 
more equipped at dealing with the lovey-dovey 
than I. There are photographers who thrive on 

it, celebrants who live for it, and venues who 
pride themselves on it. There are options for 
the extravagant and options for the ones who 
are winging it.

And while I still haven’t learned to say the f-
word in public, my “fiance” and I are in the very 
early stages of planning our wedding. 

The nuptials at this rate will take on the ap-
pearance of a family dinner with a sheepish 
but steadfast declaration of commitment, and 
that’s okay.

Because maybe there won’t be a string quar-
tet, a flower girl delicately dropping rose pet-
als along the aisle, or a bridal party sitting at a 
round table.

Maybe instead there will be good company, 
a summer night, and two unromantics at the 
altar.            - Kelley Tantau
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DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2450 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $2700 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

JUMBO CROSSWORD 18

ACROSS 
  1  Take place (5) 
  4  Matching siblings (9,5) 
11  Game fish (5) 
14  Body organ (5) 
15  Factual TV programme  
      (11) 
16  Fort troops (8) 
19  Comfort someone in 
      disappointment, loss (7) 
20  Upper leg (5) 
21  Impudent, brazen (9) 
24  Fictitious name (9) 
26  Rugged (6) 
27  High-pitched and piercing 
      (6) 
31  Characteristic (5) 
32  Royal daughter (8) 
34  In an exhaustive manner 
      (10) 
38  Firmly loyal (7) 
39  Horse barn (6) 
40  Restless (6) 
41  Cipher (4) 
42  Takes receipt of (7) 
45  Philanthropic (10) 

50  Came to rest (7) 
54  Walking track (4) 
55  Change genetically (6) 
56  Ban (6) 
57  Firm determination (7) 
60  Without caution or 
      prudence (10) 
61  Direct carefully and safely 
      (8) 
62  Receded (5) 
65  Technical talk (6) 
66  Off course (6) 
67  Downtrodden, subjugated 
      (9) 
72  Filtering (9) 
73  Evil spirit (5) 
74  Gain ground (7) 
79  See you later (2,6) 
80  Keyboard instrument  
      (11) 
81  Sailing vessel (5) 
82  Not intoxicated (5) 
83  Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6) 
84  Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
  2  Police line (6) 
  3  Component parts (5) 
  5  Let fall (4) 
  6  Badly behaved (7) 
  7  Cold era (3,3) 
  8  Pretends (4) 
  9  Full of twists and turns (8) 
10  Radio crackle (6) 
11  During (10) 
12  Hops kiln (4) 
13  Melodic (7) 
17  Sky fluff (5) 
18  Bad luck! (4,6) 
22  Grieve for (5) 
23  One habitually active 
      during late hours (5,3) 
25  Confiscation (7) 
26  Believe to be guilty (7) 
28  Reviewer (6) 
29  One belonging to a club  
      or society (6) 
30  Emergency (6) 
33  V-shaped cut (5) 
35  Give in (5) 
36  North Briton (4) 

37  Lacking sensation (4) 
42  Meat jelly (5) 
43  Food providers at social  
      event (8) 
44  Crush flat (6) 
45  Lullaby (10) 
46  Highest point (4) 
47  Early childhood (7) 
48  Get here (6) 
49  Telling fibs (5) 
51  Looked at (4) 
52  Bother (7) 
53  Begrudged (6) 
58  Nearly finished (6,4) 
59  Rear part of boat (5) 
63  Sot (8) 
64  Stage whisper (5) 
65  Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68  Seer (7) 
69  Yacht harbour (6) 
70  Die (6) 
71  Rolled document (6) 
75  Narrow passageway (5) 
76  Larva (4) 
77  Musical work (4) 
78  Accurate (4) 
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17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37
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54 55 56 57

58 59

60 61 62

63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74 75

76 77 78

79 80 81

82 83 84
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Taste, 4  Throw in the towel, 14  Clump, 15  Chief, 16  Contraband, 17  Circa, 19  Ski, 20  
Prudent, 21  Forebears, 22  Crusoe, 25  Blacklist, 27  Pedlar, 28  Floppy, 33  Speculator, 35  Woo, 36  
Genial, 37  Clam, 39  Via, 41  Faculty, 42  Avenge, 43  Gladiator, 44  Reuse, 45  Begrudge, 50  Pb, 51  
Tactical, 55  Giver, 58  Shoreline, 59  Oppose, 60  Smudged, 61  Roc, 63  Neon, 64  Passes, 65  Eat, 
66  Sacrosanct, 68  Voyage, 69  Organs, 71  Ephemeral, 76  Icicle, 77  Manoeuvre, 79  Stumped, 81  
Bid, 84  Spurn, 85  Disrespect, 86  Avian, 87  Shaft, 88  As keen as mustard, 89  Edges. 

DOWN: 2  Adhere, 3  Tread, 5  Hook, 6  Options, 7  Images, 8  Trace, 9  Endured, 10  Orca, 11  Errors, 
12  Pulse, 13  Springy, 14  Capsule, 18  Inoculated, 23  Blitz, 24  Carnage, 26  Lacquer, 27  Proverb, 
29  Politic, 30  Update, 31  Owing, 32  Banana, 34  Rave, 36  Gamut, 38  Mural, 40  Diet, 45  Bison, 
46  Geology, 47  Used, 48  Guitar, 49  Overs, 50  Process, 52  Components, 53  Indiana, 54  Agency, 
55  Geysers, 56  Spits, 57  Uses, 62  Ached, 67  Against, 68  Verbose, 70  Abandon, 72  Parapet, 73  
Clouds, 74  Bureau, 75  Menace, 76  Ideal, 78  Oasis, 80  Moved, 82  Knee, 83  Scar.
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ACROSS
1  Over (5)
4  Bare (8)
9  Rudderless (6)
14  Chew noisily (5)
15  Begin with no 
resources or advantage 
(5,4,7)
17  Climb (5)
18  Muck (3)
19  Germ (7)
20  Swollen-headed (9)
21  Intersecting (6)
24  Mysterious (9)
25  Spasmodic (6)
26  Eat alfresco (6)
29  Singer-poet (10)
31  Unused (3)
32  Official order (6)
33  Dirty fog (4)
35  Day before (3)
37  Head and shoulders 
sculpture (4)
39  Examples (9)
40  I mend albs (anag) 
(9)
41  Soft, fine net 
material (5)
42  Contravene (8)
47  False teeth (8)
51  Hair dye (5)
55  Lack of symmetry 
(9)
56  Old style suitcase 
(9)
58  Bird house (4)
59  Able-bodied (3)
60  Wide smile (4)
61  Rider’s seat (6)
62  Promissory note (3)

63  Extended (10)
66  Woven container (6)
67  Baby’s toy (6)
69  Laird (9)
72  Pressing (6)
73  Make uneasy (9)
75  Ridicule with satire 
(7)
77  Chest bone (3)
80  Rowing team (5)
81  Take risks (5,4,4,3)
82  Broken piece of 
pottery (5)
83  Robust (6)
84  Aridness (anag) (8)
85  Barrister’s 
instructions (5)
DOWN
2  Petty fault-finder (9)
3  Blunder (5)
5  God of thunder (4)
6  Deep perception (7)
7  Firework display (12)
8  Calendar numbers 
(5)
9  Nonbeliever (7)
10  Jeopardise (4)
11  Engaged man (6)
12  Hidden obstacles 
(5)
13  Wildly disorganised 
(7)
14  Tuneful (7)
16  False account (11)
22  Raise in relief (6)
23  Result (7)
24  Globe-circling line 
(7)
25  Least (6)
27  More agile (7)

28  Medium’s meeting 
(6)
30  Not imaginary (4)
32  Distributes cards (5)
34  Vapours (5)
36  Angle (4)
38  Vase (3)
42  Cake covering (5)
43  Material (7)
44  Not in action (4)
45  Cheerfully sociable 
(6)
46  Stab (5)
48  Bird heard after 
dark (11)
49  Ill-defined (7)
50  Ovum (3)
51  Progress (7)
52  In operation  (6)
53  Agitator (12)
54  Relate (4)
57  French sweet (3-3)
64  Something included 
with letter (9)
65  Pretended (7)
66  Waterside plant (7)
68  Dry (7)
70  Kenyan capital (7)
71  Chess piece (6)
72  German submarine 
(1-4)
74  Change
76  Fireside accessory 
(5)
78  Celebrity (4)
79  Accurate (4)

ACROSS 
  1  Take place (5) 
  4  Matching siblings (9,5) 
11  Game fish (5) 
14  Body organ (5) 
15  Factual TV programme  
      (11) 
16  Fort troops (8) 
19  Comfort someone in 
      disappointment, loss (7) 
20  Upper leg (5) 
21  Impudent, brazen (9) 
24  Fictitious name (9) 
26  Rugged (6) 
27  High-pitched and piercing 
      (6) 
31  Characteristic (5) 
32  Royal daughter (8) 
34  In an exhaustive manner 
      (10) 
38  Firmly loyal (7) 
39  Horse barn (6) 
40  Restless (6) 
41  Cipher (4) 
42  Takes receipt of (7) 
45  Philanthropic (10) 

50  Came to rest (7) 
54  Walking track (4) 
55  Change genetically (6) 
56  Ban (6) 
57  Firm determination (7) 
60  Without caution or 
      prudence (10) 
61  Direct carefully and safely 
      (8) 
62  Receded (5) 
65  Technical talk (6) 
66  Off course (6) 
67  Downtrodden, subjugated 
      (9) 
72  Filtering (9) 
73  Evil spirit (5) 
74  Gain ground (7) 
79  See you later (2,6) 
80  Keyboard instrument  
      (11) 
81  Sailing vessel (5) 
82  Not intoxicated (5) 
83  Quite crazy (2,3,2,1,6) 
84  Revolution (5) 

DOWN 
  2  Police line (6) 
  3  Component parts (5) 
  5  Let fall (4) 
  6  Badly behaved (7) 
  7  Cold era (3,3) 
  8  Pretends (4) 
  9  Full of twists and turns (8) 
10  Radio crackle (6) 
11  During (10) 
12  Hops kiln (4) 
13  Melodic (7) 
17  Sky fluff (5) 
18  Bad luck! (4,6) 
22  Grieve for (5) 
23  One habitually active 
      during late hours (5,3) 
25  Confiscation (7) 
26  Believe to be guilty (7) 
28  Reviewer (6) 
29  One belonging to a club  
      or society (6) 
30  Emergency (6) 
33  V-shaped cut (5) 
35  Give in (5) 
36  North Briton (4) 

37  Lacking sensation (4) 
42  Meat jelly (5) 
43  Food providers at social  
      event (8) 
44  Crush flat (6) 
45  Lullaby (10) 
46  Highest point (4) 
47  Early childhood (7) 
48  Get here (6) 
49  Telling fibs (5) 
51  Looked at (4) 
52  Bother (7) 
53  Begrudged (6) 
58  Nearly finished (6,4) 
59  Rear part of boat (5) 
63  Sot (8) 
64  Stage whisper (5) 
65  Fragmented puzzles (7) 
68  Seer (7) 
69  Yacht harbour (6) 
70  Die (6) 
71  Rolled document (6) 
75  Narrow passageway (5) 
76  Larva (4) 
77  Musical work (4) 
78  Accurate (4) 
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1  Ended, 4  Stripped, 9  Adrift, 14  Munch, 15  Start from scratch, 17  Scale, 18  Goo, 19  
Microbe, 20  Egotistic, 21  Across, 24  Enigmatic, 25  Fitful, 26  Picnic, 29  Troubadour, 31  New, 
32  Decree, 33  Smog, 35  Eve, 37  Bust, 39  Instances, 40  Mandibles, 41  Tulle, 42  Infringe, 47  
Dentures, 51  Henna, 55  Imbalance, 56  Carpetbag, 58  Cage, 59  Fit, 60  Grin, 61  Saddle, 62  IOU, 
63  Lengthened, 66  Basket, 67  Rattle, 69  Landowner, 72  Urgent, 73  Discomfit, 75  Lampoon, 77  
Rib, 80  Eight, 81  Stick your neck out, 82  Shard, 83  Sturdy, 84  Sardines, 85  Brief. 

DOWN: 2  Nitpicker, 3  Error, 5  Thor, 6  Insight, 7  Pyrotechnics, 8  Dates, 9  Atheist, 10  Risk, 11  
Fiancé, 12  Snags, 13  Chaotic, 14  Melodic, 16  Fabrication, 22  Emboss, 23  Outcome, 24  Equator, 
25  Fewest, 27  Nimbler, 28  Seance, 30  Real, 32  Deals, 34  Gases, 36  Tilt, 38  Urn, 42  Icing, 43  
Fabrics, 44  Idle, 45  Genial, 46  Knife, 48  Nightingale, 49  Unclear, 50  Egg, 51  Headway, 52  Active, 
53  Troublemaker, 54  Tell, 57  Bonbon, 64  Enclosure, 65  Feigned, 66  Bulrush, 68  Thirsty, 70  
Nairobi, 71  Knight, 72  U-boat, 74  Coins, 76  Poker, 78  Star, 79  True.
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ACROSS
1  Underground cell (7)
4  Learner (10)
9  Jewellery item (7)
13  German composer 
(4)
14  Bought off (6)
15  Wandered (6)
16  Criminal falsification 
(7)
19  Sportsground 
display (10)
20  Squeeze (8)
21  Foreign (5)
24  Irritable (6)
25  Lubricant (6)
27  Go ashore (9)
32  Wall scribblings (8)
33  Absolutely still (6)
34  Pungent powder (7)
38  Happy sound (8)
39  Be next (6)
40  Salver (4)
41  Adhesive (5)
42  Wilt (5)
45  Work as an actor 
(5,3,6)
52  City head (5)
55  Hessian (5)
56  Block up (4)
57  Anger (6)
58  Gardenia (anag) (8)
61  Directly under (7)
62  Perform a favour 
for (6)
63  Codswallop (8)
66  Round (9)
68  Sibling (6)
69  Irksome (6)
73  Bishop’s hat (5)

74  Slaughterhouse (8)
76  Stocking straps (10)
81  Prickly plant (7)
82  Woodland (6)
83  Put into cipher (6)
84  Astound (4)
85  Set apart (7)
86  Plant nursery (10)
87  Cheat (7)

DOWN
1  Liabilities (5)
2  Boy’s name (8)
3  Restricted (6)
4  Cautionary light (5)
5  Small groups of 
whales (4)
6  Pain in the head (7)
7  Shock (6)
8  Exonerate (5)
10  Shortly (4)
11  At fixed intervals (7)
12  Suckled (6)
17  Body of people 
belonging to an 
organisation (10)
18  Invited (5)
22  Flower (8)
23  More or less (5)
24  Ringed (7)
26  Destroy (4)
28  Sluggishness (7)
29  Have an influence 
on (6)
30  Spun trap (6)
31  Cave (6)
33  Pilfer (5)
35  Jewelled headdress 
(5)
36  Board game (4)

37  Gruelling (4)
43  Din (6)
44  Oily fruit (5)
46  Actor’s part (4)
47  Branch of 
mathematics (7)
48  Dissertation (6)
49  Uncanny (5)
50  Keyboard player (8)
51  Did duty (6)
52  Coiled driving force 
in a clock, watch (10)
53  Time period (4)
54  Smelling offensively 
(7)
59  Early anaesthetic 
(5)
60  Gambler’s stake (4)
64  Branches (5)
65  Halved (8)
67  Sunshade (7)
68  Score (7)
70  Wealth (6)
71  Intimate friends (6)
72  Black suit (6)
75  Creature in 
Scandinavian folklore 
(5)
77  Male relation (5)
78  Surface burn (5)
79  Plan secretly (4)
80  South American 
country (4)

24 new apartments in stage 1 at Richmond Villas 
Lifestyle Village are now completed

All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  

Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 
o� er stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, 
loving the choice...

A lifestyle village in 
Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view 

by appointment
Come and experience 

the diff erence!

82 Richmond St, Thames              0800 868 5484                 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames              0800 868 5484                 www.richmondvillas.co.nz
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MAY GARDENING AT AEROVIEW

Elephant garlic cloves 
Printanor garlic bulbs 

Spring bulbs 
Shallots     

382 Ngati Maru Highway Totara, Thames

Ph  868 7960  
Open 7 days a week 8.30am to 5pm    

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

31

Non planting
Day

1

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

2

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

3

Non planting
Day

4

Non planting
Day

5

Non planting
Day

6

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

7

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

8

Non planting
Day

9

Non planting
Day

10

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

11

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

12

New Moon

13

Non planting
Day

14

Non planting
Day

15

Non planting
Day

16

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

17

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

18

Non planting
Day

19

Non planting
Day

20

Non planting
Day

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

Plant above 
ground crops

24

Plant above 
ground crops

25

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

26

Full Moon

27

Non planting
Day

28

Non planting
Day

29

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

30

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

May 2021 Moon May 2021 Moon 
Planting CalendarPlanting Calendar

Gilmer Farms
Looking for house plants; 

find us at 

Thames Saturday Market

For more information...

Ph 029 870 4433
Email: gilmerfarms1nz@outlook.com 

WITH STIHL AK BATTERY KITS

AND GET DOUBLE THE RUN TIME

GET A FREE
SECOND BATTERY

FREE

2020

Garden Power ToolsGarden Power Tools

LOVE YOUR LAND

SHOP ONLINE www.stihlshop.co.nz HOME DELIVERY AND CLICK & COLLECT OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

STIHL HLA 56 BATTERY
LONG-REACH 
HEDGETRIMMER KIT

*Run-time with upgraded battery. Offers on selected products and valid from 01 March 2021 - 31 May 2021 or while stocks last. Terms and conditions apply. See in-store or online for details.

Standard kit includes tool, AK 10 Battery and AL 101 Charger

STIHL HSA 56 BATTERY
HEDGETRIMMER KIT 

$495
KIT PRICE

NOW

36V / 2.9kg Without Battery 
Cutting Length 450mm
Run Time Up To 50 minutes*

DOUBLE THE RUN TIME

FREE SECOND

AK 10 BATTERY

STIHL BGA 57 BATTERY
BLOWER KIT 

$495
KIT PRICE

NOW

36V / 2.2kg Without Battery 
Max Air Flow Rate 620m3/h
Run Time Up To 22 minutes*

Standard kit includes tool, AK 20 Battery and AL 101 Charger

STIHL MSA 120 C-B BATTERY
CHAINSAW KIT

$595
KIT PRICE

NOW

36V / 2.2kg Without Battery
Standard Guide Bar 12" (30cm) 
Chain Type 1/4" Picco Micro
Run Time Up To 55 minutes*

Standard kit includes tool, AK 20 Battery and AL 101 Charger

STIHL MSA 140 C-B BATTERY
CHAINSAW KIT

$695
KIT PRICE

NOW

36V / 2.6kg Without Battery
Standard Guide Bar 12" (30cm) 
Chain Type 1/4" Picco Micro
Run Time Up To 45 minutes*

Standard kit includes tool, AK 30 Battery and AL 101 Charger

$690
KIT PRICE

NOW

36V / 3.8kg Without Battery 
Cutting Length 450mm
Run Time Up To 100 minutes*

Standard kit includes tool, AK 20 Battery and AL 101 Charger DOUBLE THE RUN TIME

FREE SECOND

AK 20 BATTERY

STIHL FSA 57 BATTERY
LINETRIMMER KIT

$495
KIT PRICE

NOW

36V / 2.6kg Without Battery
Run Time Up To 25 minutes*

Standard kit includes tool, AK 10 Battery and AL 101 Charger DOUBLE THE RUN TIME

FREE SECOND

AK 10 BATTERY

135Ø

Run-time with upgrade

K 20 Battery and AL 101 Charger

rger D

135Ø

DOUBLE THE RUN TIME

FREE SECOND

AK 20 BATTERY

DOUBLE THE RUN TIME

FREE SECOND

AK 20 BATTERY

DOUBLE THE RUN TIME

FREE SECOND

AK 30 BATTERY

STIHL SHOP THAMES
317 POLLEN STREET THAMES
thames@s� hlshop.co.nz
PH 07 868 8730

The last month of autumn is loom-
ing and the perfect time to do some 

important soil nourishment. Contin-
ued warm weather and some welcome 
rainfall has prolonged the growth of 
plants and unfortunately weeds. It 
is an ideal time to remove weeds and 
dig in compost and nutrients for soil 
health before the ground becomes too 
heavy and cold. Mulching after this 
provides a blanket to keep soil warm 
and prevent weed growth.
VEGETABLES
Continue harvesting autumn treats of 
feijoa, guavas and tamarillo as they 
ripen. Apples, pears – continue late 
season harvesting. Once harvest is 
over and leaf fall is complete, these can 
be pruned and sprayed. Citrus – ferti-
lise around the base out to drip line. 
Strawberries – prepare beds for sow-
ing young plants in June - November. 
Harvest available vegetables planted 
late summer such as beetroot, cauli-
flower, cabbage, spinach and lettuce. 
The ground is still warm enough to be 
planting lettuce, spinach and brassi-
cas. The last of the tomatoes are still 
ripening if a little slower due to shorter 
days. Continue to sow seeds of broad 
beans, peas, lettuce and spinach.

Thinning carrot seedlings will help 
them develop fully and avoid short 
misshapen produce. Transplant the 
thinnings to increase overall yield. 
It is a time consuming task but well 
worth the effort. The herb garden can 
be tidied up by cutting back lightly to 
refresh the plants and allow for new 
growth. 
FLOWERS
As gaps appear in spots around the 
garden, sprinkle annual seeds of pop-
pies, calendula, cornflower, marigold, 
stocks, alyssum to name a few. Before 
planting dig in compost and sheep pel-
lets. Cover seed with a fine sprinkling 
of seed raising mix if you have some.  

Autumn is the best time for plant-
ing new shrubs and trees so they can 
get established over the cooler winter 
months.

It is time to plant new season’s 
daphne, camellias and rhododendron. 
These will add welcome colour to the 
garden in winter and early spring. May 
is the last time to be planting spring 
bulbs such as daffodils, freesia, hya-
cinth, jonquil, Muscari and tulip. 

You still have time to plant lilies, 
they are easy to grow and can be plant-
ed any time between May and Septem-
ber. Dig in bulb food before planting 
and cover with 100mm of soil. Once 
dahlia stop flowering, the tubers and 
gladioli corms can be lifted and stored 
in a dry place ready for replanting in 
spring. Plan for the addition of new 
roses by preparing the soil by adding 
compost. New roses should be coming 
into garden centres next month. Exist-
ing roses can have a light tidy up and 
spray with a copper spray.
COMPOST HEAP
The compost heap will benefit from 
the addition of the autumn leaf fall. 
Many tree leaves are a particularly rich 
source of plant nutrients and make a 
valuable contribution to soil fertility. 
Turn compost heaps over regularly.

- Ngatea Garden Circle

Take care of your soil health

Time to dig in compost before winter.
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CALL THE EXPERTS
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY
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WASTE REMOVAL

SERVICES
Plumbing  • Drainlaying 

Roofi ng • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096   
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz   
W: www.brokensire.co.nz

PLUMBER

SHAPESTREE

07 868 3985 
or 0274 726627

For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small

Stump Grinding

Mulch Supplies

Wood Splitting
Powerline Clearance

Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming

Chipping

Qualified 
Arborists

ARBORIST

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional and 
Bespoke Funerals  

• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

FUNERAL

13 Francis Street,  Paeroa 3600
07 862 8290    0210 6777 02

valleysigns@xtra.co.nz

VALLEY SIGNS

Distributor of

MECHANIC

  021 307 029
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER

METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES

FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS

BULK SPREADING OF LIME AND FERT

DRIVEWAYS / FOOTPATHS

07 862 4809  

CONTRACTING

IT MOTORCYCLE

A ji’s
j

Igniting your taste buds

• Aji chilli and 
heritage tomato 

seeds for sale
• Aff ordable Graphic Design Service

for Business Cards, Flyers & Pamphlets 

Ph 021 100 8709 

E: aajisservices@outlook.com

SEEDS

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

07 868 6106
www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Coromandel Sales & Service Call Earle 027 222 8767

WATER FILTRATION

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

HIRE CENTRE

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 ELECTRICIAN

Contact 
Richard Ba� son 

027 666 3606
“For All Your 

Plumbing Needs”

Servicing Thames & Surrounding Areas
 PLUMBER

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021
thames@laserplumbing.co.nz

“Covering The Valley”

 PLUMBER

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING
Proudly 

Thames locals 
serving 

freshly roasted barista coffee, 
tea, real fruit ice cream 

& delicious treats
at Danby Field carpark, Queen St 

Wed-Fri 7.30am - 2ish
Sat & Sun 10.30am - 4ish 

(unless at an event)
Available for events

 COFFEE

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

WALLPAPERER
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Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

FOR ALL LEGAL ADVICE
GRAHAM O’BRIEN Director
E:gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

Council Building, Ngatea
Ph (07) 867 7014
Also at Takanini Ph (09) 295 0113

www.insightlegal.co.nz

JIM GLENN
F.P.I.N.Z. - F.N.Z.I.V.

541 POLLEN ST

PO BOX 350

THAMES 3540

Phone:  07 - 868 8108

Mobile:  0274 727 697

Email:  jim@jgvaluers.co.nz

JIM GLENN 
VALUERS LTD.

���������� ������
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CLASSIFIEDS

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant
Bottles, tins, coins, 
signs, tools, estate lots 
Ph 021 060 7659 

Wanted to Buy Handyman

Wanted

Gardening

Mowing, hedges, fenc-
ing, gardening, carpen-
try, painting, chainsaw, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work 
is good quality and I 
will not attempt work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Valley Education & Training
is pleased to introduce our new 
programme, Te Mahi Whenua, 

to our stable of courses. Te Mahi 
Whenua is a 15 week Level 3 Pro-

gramme designed to get people 
back to the land. 

We have designed Te Mahi When-
ua to give you confi dence with all 
kinds of machinery – quad bikes, 
two wheelers, chainsaws, fenc-

ing – both wire and post and rails. 
Te Mahi Whenua is what it says: 

less classroom time, more time on 
the land with hands-on real world 

learning. 
Call us and we’ll sort out 

your goals for you.
Ph 07 868 7892

Care worker wanted 
for part-time day shifts. 
Thames. Ph 027 237 
4413

Dog sitter and walker 
needed for a minimum 
1 day per week. 
Thames. Ph 027 237 
4413

PS Gardens. Tidy, 
pruning, mowing. 
Thames and Coast. 
Ph 029 770 1339

Driver Required
 We are requiring the services of a full-time driver.
The main duties involve working 5 different 
runs over the week and servicing wheelie bins 
however fl exibility to be able to perform other 
duties is required.
The successful applicant must have
1.      A clean class 2 license
2.      Able to work unsupervised and be detailed
         with paperwork.
3.     Have a “can do” attitude and be able to
        share the companies’ ethos of exceptional
        customer service.
4.      Be able to work some weekends and public 
         holidays as and when required.
5.      A desire to be part of a team that has fun.
6.      A good geographical knowledge of 
         Coromandel and Hauraki regions would be
         an advantage.
Any applicants wishing to register 
expressions of interest should email 
their details to 
Murray Bain (murray@coastalbins.co.nz) 
and include a contact phone number.
Coastal Bins has zero tolerance for illicit drug use 
and the successful applicant will be subject to 
random drug testing

Got something to sell?
Looking for something?

Need to place a 
classifi ed?

Ring Nikki  022 130 3885

ENTERTAINMENT

The Sweet Caroline Tour: A Tribute to 
Neil Diamond is scheduled to stop at 

the Thames War Memorial Civic Centre 
on May 13 as part of a national tour.

Young but accomplished Australian 
musician and performer Zac Coombs is 
certain to be the highlight – his portrayal 
of Diamond’s unique voice is uncanny, 
his love of the songs is obvious in every 
performance, and every story told car-
ries that nostalgic Diamond lilt.

Aside from the artistry of Coombs, 
audiences can expect custom-designed 
concert production and a live support 
band to round out the two-hour theatre 
experience.

The set list is a veritable soundtrack of 
the past 60 years, featuring tracks that 
have been played countlessly on records, 
in concert, on the radio and in movies, 

and some still chanted in the biggest 
sports arenas in the world today, in-
cluding Sweet Caroline, Cherry Cherry, 
Red Red Wine, Crunchy Granola Suite, 
Shilo, Cracklin’ Rosie, You Don’t Bring 
Me Flowers, Both Sides Now, Heart-
light, Forever in Blue Jeans, Song Sung 
Blue, Brother Love’s Travelling Salva-
tion Show, I Am… I Said, Girl You’ll Be a 
Woman Soon and lots more.

Tickets are on sale now at eventfi nda.
co.nz.

TICKET GIVEAWAY
The Valley Pro� le has two tickets to 

give away! 
Email NEIL DIAMOND TICKETS with 

your full name and contact details to 
editor@valleypro� le.co.nz by May 10 

to be in to win.

Neil Diamond honoured in show
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39 Puke Road | Paeroa
www.whyteline.co.nz

Telephone: 
07-862 8783

After Hours: 
Mark Ross | 021 906 931

Punk’d parade
Elaborate costumes, steampunked vehicles and a thousand 
alter-egos paraded down Pollen St on Saturday morning as 
part of the 4-day Steampunk the Thames Festival. TERESA 
RAMSEY captured some of the colour.

Led by the iconic Steampunk train and tractor, the parade drew thousands of visitors into Thames on Saturday.

A steampunked pram.

A sea of red alter egos join the parade.

An elaborate mask

The parade was fun for all ages.

All sorts of steampunked vehicles brightened the parade.A steampunk pipe completes this costume.


