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It’s being described as the worst drought in more than 100 years.
| NIWA data shows this is one of the most severe droughts in the Thames Valley
region since the early 20th Century, and they’re forcasting longer than normal dry
spells possible during the month of June.
Rain over Queen’s Birthday weekend has come too late for many farl’hers, who
have had to use much of their supplementary feed over summer L'o_eeé‘use of the
drought, leaving little - or in some cases, no feed for winter. J
| Rural communities have been waiting for rain since November, with no relief. Any
. rain forecast in the past seven months has skipped around the Hauraki Plains,
resulting in very little grass growth and new grass seed unabLe'to germinate because
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Contact Luke Reneti
609 Pollen St, Thames or Service Lane 8
Ph 07 868 8981 or 027 657 9265
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-of the dry conditions. Last week, the government and local councﬂs steppe into e
help farmers transport much-needed feed to their animals as winter feed stocks
run dry. The government will contribute a $500,000 drought relief package to be
shared with Northland and councils will contribute to mayoral funds being set up

to help farmers affected by the drought.

Read more in our Rural Life feature on pages 10-12.

COVER PHOTO: A helicopter ride reveals the worst drought conditions Rachael and
Brent Aitchison had seen in the 25 years they had owned their Ngatea farms. Read _
their story on page 10.
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The Valley flle

The Valley Profile is a monthly
community newspaper that
delivers 100% local news in the
Thames Valley region.

CIRCULATION

We deliver 12,000 copies to every
letterbox, reaching approximately
22,500 readers in Hauraki Plains,
Paeroa, Thames and Thames Coast.

DEADLINE

News and advertising deadline is
noon on the 20th of the month. We
can design your advertisement at
no extra charge but please give us
as much notice as possible.

DELIVERY

The Valley Profile community
newspaper will be delivered on the
first Wednesday of every month.

ADVERTISING RATES

Please contact us for our
competitive advertising rates. We
offer great discounts for regular
customers.

WE WANT YOUR LETTERS!

We welcome letters to the editor
for publication in The Valley Profile.
Please email your views to
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz. Letters
need to be 200 words or less

and may be edited, abridged or
rejected at the editor’s discretion.

GET IN TOUCH!
Got a great story to share? If it’s
local news, we want to know about
it! We invite local clubs, schools
and community organisations to
get in touch and contribute your
stories and news tips.
Are you a business owner who
wants to give your business a
boost with an advertisement in
this exciting new publication? We
would love to hear from you.
Email editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Consumer spending bounces back

By TERESA RAMSEY

Spending in the Thames Valley
region has bounced back after the
four-week Covid-19 shutdown.

A Te Waka Waikato Economic
Development Agency economic
report released on May 27 shows
weekly spending nose-dived
around 60 per cent during the
shutdown compared to the same
period last year, but steadily in-
creased under Alert Level 3.

On May 17, just a few days af-
ter moving to Alert Level 2, con-
sumer spending in the Thames
region was about 15 per cent
higher than the same period last
year and spending in the Hauraki
region was just below normal.

Thames Business Association
(TBA) chief executive Sue Lewis-
O’Halloran said a further increase
in spending was expected in the
next week as the region spent
more time in Alert Level 2.

“With the support of loyal local
customers, consumer spend with
local businesses has recovered
really well inside of Level 2,” she
said.

“We are all in this together -
let's keep moving in a positive
direction on our journey back to
normal (the new normal).”

Sue, who took up the chief ex-
ecutive role during the shutdown,
said shopping locally was more
important now than it had ever
been. Thames was a resilient, re-

Thames Business Association chair Heather Moore, left, with new chief executive Sue Lewis-O’Halloran.

tail service town, which would
help get it through the Covid-19
shutdown, she said.

“So far, we haven’t heard of any
businesses failing in the Thames
area in the lockdown. What we’ve
noticed in talking to shopkeepers
is they’re very positive.

“We really believe that Thames
has a unique business commu-
nity, we’re not dependent on the
tourism dollar as are other com-
munities on the Coromandel. Yes
we do like the tourism dollar,
however, we have a lot of other
things going for us.”

Born in Canada, Sue moved
to the Thames Coast 12 years

ago with husband and local Clive
O’Halloran. She has worked in
the not-for-profit sector for most
of her career. In her new role, she
planned to further promote the
Thames area, she said.

“We're right now looking for
the point of difference, what's go-
ing to make us stand out. And we
have some ideas we’d like to pre-
sent but it really is outside the box
thinking. We can’t do everything
that we've always done because
it’s not going to get the great re-
sult”

Sue plans to visit all retailers
and as many commercial owners
as possible.

“We want to build our member-
ship so we have a stronger voice.

“We need to get our funding
sorted, we are hoping to have
backing from the community,
from the council and from other
funders in order to grow the TBA
to attract more business.

“We're close to major centres
and we are becoming more at-
tractive to people in those ma-
jor centres and there are a great
number of people moving here.”

She also encouraged locals to
explore their own backyard.

“A lot of people don’t tour their
own country, which is phenom-
enal”

Letter to the editor

DROUGHT OVERLOOKED
Congratulations on The Valley
Profile. Finding it in my mail-
box on the Thames Coast was
a pleasure and I look forward
to when it's twice monthly. It's
long past time that we had a lo-
cal newspaper with local news
instead of articles gathered from
afar.

Covid-19’s importance has
masked the problem of this ex-

docks with dessicated drains
points up a lack in planning for
the future. Firstly, the need for
unused water storage (tanks
and dams) and secondly, the
provision of native bush/forest
that stores water in its detritus-
covered forest floors. It's obvi-
ous that the DOC estate, where
pests are managed, allows the
streams to keep running. Farm-
ers need the bush.

End in sight for Ngatea roadworks

NZTA expects to complete the
Ngatea main street upgrade during
the week of June 8 - nearly six
months after roadworks began.

Delays during the upgrade have
severely disrupted businesses, with
some having to lay off staff.

Asphalt has now been laid on all
car parking bays and most of the
eastbound lane, with just the area
near the bridge to be completed.

Work stopped for Queen’s
Birthday weekend, with traffic

returned on June 2. In order
to safely lay the asphalt on the
bridge and the approaches on the
western side of the river, the road
will be closed on Friday, June 5,
from 9am to 3pm. This is because
this area is too narrow for the
asphalt machinery to work and
allow a lane of traffic to safely pass.

While the bridge is closed, State
Highway 2 traffic will be detoured
around Ngatea, but the main
road will be open to traffic in both

Ph 07 862 7077/0204 0944 853 tended drought. The brown pad_ Sincerely’ Peter H Wood. reopened to two lanes until crews directions as far as River Rd.
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By TERESA RAMSEY

A time capsule thought lost for-
ever has been unearthed dur-
ing major drainage works at Hi-
kutaia School after more than 40
years.

Principal Wayne Whitney said
the time capsule was buried in
1979 during the school’s cente-
nary celebrations.

Past pupil Richard Bax said he
remembered burying the time
capsule during centenary cel-
ebrations with his father, George,
who was chairman of the school
committee and centenary com-
mittee at the time.

“It got moved because we tried
to find it for the 125th reunion
and we dug up half the school
and we couldn’t find it,” he said.

“It was probably just a ran-
dom stroke of luck that I drove
past [during drainage works] ...
the whole place was dug up and
I thought there’s a time capsule
there somewhere. It was just sit-
ting among the rest of the con-
crete in the rest of the rubble - it
would have just gone straight in
the dump truck.

“It was quite exciting when we
did find it

Past pupils Richard Bax, left, and Rodney Spinks with students Pippa and Harry Campbell-Spinks and in front: Ollie
Silvester, left, and Kaea Koia-Hamling with the contents of the time capsule.

The time capsule contained
centenary memorabilia, such as
pins and a teaspoon, along with a
whistle, dice, Stanley knife, pen,
pencil and other small items.
They were in poor condition de-
spite being stored in a glass pre-
serving jar wrapped in plastic.

Matua Wayne said the stu-
dents didn’'t understand the
purpose of the recovered time
capsule initially but now sen-
ior students were keen to make
their own time capsule.

“They’re thinking about what

they could put in for the future
for other people to think what it
was like for us now in 50 years’
time,” he said.

“We could put something
about Covid-19 in and other
bits and pieces, they're talking
about a mobile phone ... different
things that will be out of date or
change between now and then.

“It'll be interesting to see what
they come up with.”

A centennial plaque was also
found during the drainage works,
which will be restored along

Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

with the school’s centennial gar-
den. The school is yet to decide
what will happen to the recov-
ered time capsule, but it may be
put on display in the school.

There was another time cap-
sule buried during the school’s
50-year celebrations but it
couldn’t be found. Another bur-
ied during the school’s 125th re-
union has been dug up and is on
display in the school office.

The $150,000 drainage works
are part one of a series of up-
grades at the school.

Honours announced

Two Thames Valley women have re-
ceived The Queen’s Service Medal
in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List
- Dawn Elliott, of Paeroa, for services
to art education and Gwenyth Wright,
of Thames, for services to women and
the community.

Mrs Elliott has been painting for
more than 40 years and has been a
voluntary art teacher since the 1980s.
She taught art in Auckland before
moving to Paeroa in 1996, when she
taught painting classes at Paeroa Col-
lege until 2009. She has also been the
driving force behind primary schools
exhibiting pupils” work at the Paeroa
Society of Arts gallery, where she’s also
helped hold regular exhibitions. Mrs
Elliott also initiated an art exhibition
known as ‘Paeroa’s Art in Windows’,
where shop windows and businesses
displayed art works relating to life in
Paeroa. Mrs Elliott is a life member
of the Paeroa Society of Arts and has
also been a member of the Thames
Art Society.

Ms Wright established the Thames
Women'’s Loan Fund (WLF) in 2003,
providing community-led microcredit
to women without charging interest.
The microcredit scheme is for women
who need help to establish a small
business, study, or stabilise their fi-
nancial situation. Ms Wright was also
a founding trustee of the Wellington
WLF from 1992 to 2002. She also es-
tablished the Organic Strategy Group
in 2003, which contributes to a greater
understanding of organic horticulture
in the community, and organised
earth building workshops and an or-
ganic farming intern scheme for youth
established in 2009. Ms Wright also
worked with the Thames Coromandel
District Council in 2015 to arrange land
for natural burials in Hikutaia and ed-
ited the Women in Agriculture news-
letter from 1982 to 1992.

Create a healthy
dry, warm home

e ventilation systems

e condensation control

e heat pumps
Upgrades available

19 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Call Pippa
your local expert for an
obligation free consultation

027 747 7000
Email: pippa@dvs.co.nz

GET YOUR

FIrTonITCHENS

www.patonkitchens.co.nz

078678160

What do Introduction to Mechanical Engineering
Level 2 and Retail Level 2 have in common?

A Well, thanks for asking

... both these programmes are
taking enrolments now at Valley
Education. Gain employable skills.
These programmes can also lead
to NCEA Level 1 or 2, depending

2 on credits you already have.

No transport? No Worries!
We can pick you up and take you home again.

to any ventilation brand!

Flat Out Flooring

for all your flooring installation needs
call Dee now on 027 278 6826
Contractor to

Call the Admin team now on 07 8687892
email admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
txt 027 314 1577 or
contact us through our Facebook page.

Get your free ride
(and an occasional free lunch)
to an exciting career path with
Valley Education.

floors.

Thames 07 868 9237 Simon 027 688 4738
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Tragic end for little Llly Brown

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores our
local history by seeking out the
stories behind Thames Valley
headstones.

Little Lily Brown was witness to
the heroic measures that were taken
to save the Maori of Waitakaruru
during the 1918 Spanish Flu
epidemic. Victims were in buildings
that weren't weatherproof, many
lay on bare floors. Those who died
remained unburied. Mr Stretton
and his family, Waitakaruru locals,
worked hard to help those stricken
but they were quickly overwhelmed.

The chairman of Thames
Hospital sent help in the form of
Mr Hammond and together the
two men battled the unseen enemy.
They mixed disinfectant in kerosene
tins and splashed it around homes
on brooms made of tea-tree bush in
an attempt at fumigation.

They found a mattress for one
woman they discovered lying on
the wire weave of a bed. They took
temperatures and left medicine.
They sent out requests for lemons
and oranges. They brought
sufferers jars of sago and milk and
beef tea. They made stretchers of
saplings threaded through sacks.

View of Waltakaruru on the western side of the Plako swamp.

They organised coffin building and
arranged burials. At great risk to
themselves they worked day after
day in ceaseless rounds of care
and compassion, witnessing heart-
breaking scenes.

Ulimately Nurse McKinnon
arrived and took over the district.
Thirteen had died, among them the
parents of Lily Brown. Nine-year-
old Lily was then adopted by well
known Waitakaruru settlers, Ropi
and Rihi Brown. Rihi Brown was a
very popular woman of high rank.

Her grandfather was a noted
Maori mariner whose war canoes
were conspicuous in many battles in
the Hauraki Gulf and the Waitemata.
By the time she was 11, in 1920, Lily
was settled into her new life.

When she left home with her
sister one October morning for
their one-roomed, single teacher
school, about 2% miles distant,
her thoughts were probably
on the rattling rumbling Land
Department’s train of road metal
trucks. This was the government’s
light railway, used for delivering
metal to roads on the Hauraki
Plains. The school children would

frequently climb on the trucks to get
aride. Lily arrived at around 8.30am
and began playing about the road
near the school with friends. The
Land Department’s traction engine,
with five trucks ahead of it, was
coming along the tramline.

Lily and another girl named
Preston ran along the side of the
trucks unseen by the engine driver,
who was facing in the opposite
direction. Lily tried to climb on to
the first truck but somehow she
slipped and fell under the wheels.
The alarm was immediately given
and the engine stopped but Lily had
been killed instantly.

Lily’s death, which occurred
between the Waitakaruru stream
bridge and the canal, was ruled an
accident by the coroner, with no
blame being attached to anyone.
There was an impression amongst
her horrified school friends that her
coat may have got caught in a wheel.

Lily is likely buried at Makomako
urupa, on Back Miranda Rd,
Waitakaruru. This cemeteryismore
than 100 years old and is the burial
place of many of the descendants of
the Paraone aka Brown families.

Captain Cook memorial restored

By TERESA RAMSEY

An historic memorial marking
the spot in Kopu where Captain
Cook landed in 1769 has been re-
stored.

The memorial was officially
opened near the Kopu Bridge on
May 29 following a project to re-
store it in a landscaped site using
stone from the Kauaeranga Valley.

The memorial was originally
erected at the Kopu Bridge in
1941 and was moved to the Kopu
Public Hall in the 1980s before
being put in storage about 10
years ago.

The project to restore and resite
the memorial cost $48,000, in-
cluding $24,000 in funding from
the Ministry for Culture and Her-
itage and $24,000 from Thames
Coromandel District Council.

The project cost more than ex-
pected because of the soft marine
clay at the site.

Members of the Kopu Land-
owners & Occupiers Association,

The Cook memorial at Kopu

Heritage Network Group and
Kopu Bridge Society took part in
the official opening, along with
Thames-Coromandel Mayor San-
dra Goudie.

“This has just been restored
magnificently,” she said.

“This is about 1769 being cele-
brated by the Thames communi-
ty. It's great that we still value and
cherish our historic monuments
and places, I think that’s very im-
portant and a special part of what
Thames is all about.”

The restored Captain Cook memorial was officially opened at Kopu on May 29.

S FOR ALL YOUR
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NEEDS

LUNCH BAR
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any occasion you need catered.

| ' (Btﬂton s Out the Back) = .

> “+444 Pollen Street Thames.

~ Ph:022 380 9735 >
"~ Email: burtonsbistro.cz cate;mg@i _a_l_l_mm

N Website: burtoncatering.co.nz

i ] Facebpok @burtonscatering

.Ir
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50-Seat Function Room available .
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ProressioNAL, HONEST AND ReLIABLE HomE KiLL
PROCESSING AVAILABLE
CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING

OPEN Mon - Fri 7.30am until 5.30pm & Sat 8am until 17pm
61 Belmont Road Paeroa 07 862 6959

" Hauraki Plains
""" Health Centre

Corner Dent and Ranui Streets, Ngatea - (07) 867-7521
Dr Hilda Malibin « Dr William Stirling - Dr Anthony Smit
Dr Tom Nicholson - Dr Sharyn Esteves

Appointments:
Monday-Friday from 8.45am-5:00pm

Ph. (07) 867-7521

Every Tuesday morning the medical centre will not open until 9am due to in-house training.

Weekend Clinics Pandemic: A doctor is available from 9am - midday, Saturday
and Sunday should you have a medical problem that needs attention,
Ph 027 349 7256. Outside these hours, Ph 07 867 7521 to speak to our
after-hours nurse triage service for advice.

your, DRIVER?S EICENSE

The Thames community Centre can help you get your learners, restricted and
full license we’ll pay the fees, get lessons organized, sort out defensive driving
and generally help you get the License you’re after and we’ll stick with it until

you get your full. Do some volunteer work for us and we’ll take care of the
finances. For every $100.00 the community gives towards your qualification
then you’ll give 5 hours back. We’ve got all sorts of interesting

volunteer jobs going and we can find something for you to do.
If you’re interested in volunteering get in touch with the
Thames Community Centre
txt or call 027 868 9797 or email us on tcrc(@xtra.co.nz

?LTP:%T:“ ity Check out some of our volunteers at
— thamescommunitycentre.org or go to our FB page
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Funds raised despite shutdown

Being closed since March
didn't stop Ngatea Playcentre
from making nearly $1000 in its
annual fundraiser.

Spokesperson Nicole Dabler
said this year’s fundraiser was
probably the most successful
compared to previous years, de-
spite the Covid-19 shutdown.

The centre raised $950.50
through online platforms, in-
cluding a successful Oxford Pie
fundraiser.

“We very much appreciate all
the orders and contributions
from family members, friends
and other members of the local
community,” she said.

“As a thank you we as a centre
are going to donate some pies
and other food and non-food
items to people in need in our
community.”

The centre will decide at its

next meeting how to spend the
funds raised, however, ongoing
projects currently include re-
newing the kitchen and carpen-
try shed.

The centre will reopen on July
21 2020, she said.

“Lots of our kids miss playing
with their friends, doing messy
play, constructing in the large
sand pit and using all the other
great resources for play we have
at our centre,” she said.

“Nevertheless the fun and
learning has continued at home
during this extraordinary time,
which we are all facing in differ-
ent ways.

"Our mums and dads have
continued to provide activities
and experiences supporting our
children’s interests and devel-
opment, keeping the Playcentre
spirit alive at home.”

Zoe and Laine Williams create artworks from leaves while at home during

the shutdown.

Photos: SUPPLIED

“ Students get into the Fun Friday dress up theme.

Fun return to school

Ngatea Primary School staff, students and parents cel-
ebrated their return to school after the shutdown with a
Fun Friday dressup day on May 22. “It has been a lovely
return to school and we have loved seeing our students'
smiling faces on site, reconnecting with their friends,
teachers and other school support staff,” deputy principal
Vicki Coles said. “Thank you so much to all our parents
and caregivers who have supported their children with
home-based learning during our time in lockdown.”

Onsies were a popular choice on a chilly morning.
Photos: SUPPLIED

Addison Abraham, left, and Zoe Williams both graduated from Playcentre

during the shutdown.

Ngatea Primary School staff decided to bring some joy, smiles and lightness to the return to school after the Covid-19
shutdown by dressing up every day of their first week back.

Rach Stewart Photography @rachstewarinz

Local Radio Broadcasting to

Paeroa & the Hauraki Plains
Coromandel’s CFM on 94.0FM




06 THE VALLEY PROFILE, June 2020 www.valleyprofile.co.nz

» 7" FAURAK DC NEWS
' -~

Monday, 1 June 2020 \\ /t

Next chapter begins
for Ngatea library
upgrade

, _l".‘. 1-& Y .-‘-_.':' - . ¥ b= s . ! RS ; e
— : ~ How to apply
F U n d S fo r fa r m e rs We're currently working through the details of how

. o the money will be distributed. It may take a few
They say the pen is mightier than the sword, weeks before this is finalised.
and they're right. Keep an eye on our website and Facebook page for

Recently our three local Mayors (Hauraki, Matamata-Piako more information on how to apply.

and Thames Coromandel) and local MP Scott Simpson wrote Rates relief for farmers

a letter to Minister of Agriculture Damien O'Conner asking for Covid 19 related rates payment extensions and

help for local farmers. holidays are also available for drought-stricken

Soon after the government announced relief funding for farmers.

drought stricken farmers in north Waikato and Northland to To apply for a rates payment extension or holiday go
the tune of $500,000. to https://forms.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/rates-holiday
The money will go to local mayoral drought relief funds to

hand out for the purchase and delivery of feed supplies.

Hauraki District Council will also add $10,000 towards the There’s been a lOt_Of emphgsis on Covid,
fund. but we're forgetting we're in one of the

worst droughts ever in recorded history,
particularly in Eastern Waikato.
Mayor Toby Adams

Mayor Toby Adams said the effects of the drought had been
bubbling away in the shadow of Covid 19 for some time.

Normal rubbish collections
have started again! New Ngatea footpath

You can put your council rubbish bag out every week on your normal y\.ext Steps
collection day - it doesn’t need to go in your wheelie bin. As for
recycling —this will once again be collected fortnightly on the normal Hey, thanks for your feedback
recycling week for your street. And, remember that glass in crates will on our proposed Footpath
be collected at the same time as your wheelie bin. ot
A N esign.

1 1 2
Plastic by numbers ) €2 Earlier this year we asked you what you
From now on, only plastic types 1 and 2, along with paper, cardboard, thought about our proposed footpath
aluminium cans and clean tins will be accepted in your wheelie bin and at design for the Ngatea main street. Overall,
our refuse transfer stations. you told us that you liked the design, which
Plastics 1 and 2 include things like milk, soft drink and shampoo bottles. used simple robust materials, including
Whereas plastics 3 to 7, which are not being collected, are things like exposed aggregate, with coloured inlays in
yoghurt pots and takeaway containers. Check the container for the selected areas.
number in the triangular recycle symbol. Now we know we're on the right path, we're
If it's not 1 or 2, or you can’t determine the number, it goes in the rubbish. hoping to start building the footpath in
Please don't burn plastics 3 to 7, this is more harmful to the environment July — depending on contractor availability.
than sending them to landfill. We expect NZ Transport Agency will have
To start with, while we all get used to the changes, all recycling including finished the SH2 road renewal and kerb and
plastic types 1 and 2 will go to landfill. The good news is, once the sorting channel upgrade work by then. Building the
centre in Kopu gets up and running on 15 June, clean plastic types 1 and 2 footpath at the same time as the roadworks
will be recycled and repurposed, which will mean less plastic is going back would have caused too much disruption,
into the environment. raised safety issues, and slowed the

Hey, P{ease dOV\,t WiSl"CgC{e roadworks project down.
Plastics 3 to 7 are no longer being collected because since China stopped
recycling plastics from other countries, no feasible overseas or local
market has been found.

We're not giving up on this problem. We support WasteMINZ who are
lobbying the government to ban the use of plastics 3 to 7, and we're
actively looking for alternative solutions.

In the meantime, please don’t wishcycle by putting them in your bin, :
wishing they’ll be recycled. They wont be, and you'll contaminate the Or sign up to our e-newsletter In the Loop

whole load of recycling, meaning everything will go to landfill. and receive updates straight to your inbox
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/e-newsletter

The aim is to replace the whole length of
the main street footpath in 100m sections.
We'll work with the contractor to confirm
timeframes closer to the project start date.

To see the footpath design and stay
updated on this project go to www.hauraki-
dc.govt.nz/projects

For more info go to www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/plastic-recycling-faqs

The next chapter in the story of the
Ngatea library and service centre
upgrade has begun.

At its meeting on 27 May, the Council
agreed to invest up to $65,000 in the
next phase of the project, which is to

do a full assessment of the existing
building and draw up concept designs
and plans. A working party made up of
the Mayor, councillors and community
representatives will be set up to work on
the designs and keep the community up
to speed as they go.

Mayor Toby Adams says the Council
received extensive community
feedback throughout the early stages
of the project and has a detailed
understanding of what's important to
its communities, both now and in the
future,

“"We've summarised all the feedback in
a community book and we'll be using
that a lot as we go along. It's going to be
looking pretty well-used and dog-eared
by the time we're finished,” he said.

Other decisions made last year include
that the library and service centre stays
in the existing building, which may
include alterations and additions, at the
current site.

“There was a tidal wave of feedback
that the library and service centre
should stay put right where it is next to
the Hugh Hayward Domain and we've
taken that on board,” the Mayor said.

Once plans for the upgrade are finalised
the working party will share them with
the wider community and the Council
will make further decisions on the actual
building part of the project. Overall, it's
expected to take about two years from
putting pencil to paper until the key is
turned in the new door lock.

Elected Members appointed to the
working party include:

e Mayor Toby Adams
e Deputy Mayor Paul Milner (Chair)
e Plains Ward Chair Ross Harris

* Councillors, Ray Broad, Rodney
Garrett and Rino Wilkinson

The working party will also appoint
someone from the Plains community
as well as someone from the wider
community to be part of the working
party.

For more information, and to view
the community book visit our
website: https://weneedtotalk.
hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Hauraki District Council | William Street, PO Box 17, Paeroa 3640 | Phone 07 8628609 | www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz
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Paeroa op shop goes nationa

By TERESA RAMSEY

Shoppers queue outside the
Paeroa Promotions Opportunity
shop, waiting patiently for their
turn to browse through the bar-
gains inside.

It's the first day of Covid-19
Alert Level 2 and founder and
manager Marise Carey and her
team of volunteers have been
busy behind the scenes during
the shutdown, getting ready for
the expected crowds.

Mrs Carey also spent the shut-
down setting up a temporary
online shop - “to keep me busy
and sane but to generate money
for the shop”.

“We were okay until about Au-
gust with enough funds in our
account to carry us through, but
no-one really knew how long
this was going to go for.  have to
be busy,” she said.

“I was only in lockdown for
two weeks and I didn’t cope
well”

Keeping busy is how she copes
with losing her 22-year-old son
William, who died in a car acci-
dent two years ago.

“I need to do something
meaningful. That's another mo-
tivation for doing this. I need to
give back, it's a healing thing,
keeping busy, helping people.
William always helped every-
body, that’s the way we brought
the kids up.”

The online shop exceeded all
expectations during the shut-
down, with orders flowing in

Iy

Paeroa Promotions Opportunity shop founder and manager Marise Carey,

left, with assistant manager Donna Hone.

from Wanaka, Christchurch and
Welling to Napier, New Plym-
outh and Kaitaia. The reason the
online shop took off was the rea-
sonable pricing and good qual-
ity items, she said.

“From that we had a really
good response and made a lot of
money, which I actually decided
to invest back into the shop be-
cause we haven'’t invested a lot
in fittings.”

The online shop is now closed,
and will only reopen if the coun-
try goes into shutdown again.

Mrs Carey opened the Hugh-
enden St op shop six months ago
to give back to the community -
all profits are donated to charity.

“We wanted to open another
op shop that was community-
focussed and affordable and in
the same token, put the money
back into Paeroa town and the

Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

local Hauraki area,” she said.

To help with the problem of
finding volunteers to help run
the shop, she began offering
the shop directly to schools and
community groups for a set fee
to cover expenses. The groups
provided their own volunteers
and kept any profits they made.

“On average, they walked
away with around $800 a week
for their fundraisers,” she said.

This also meant they didn’t
have to decide which charity
groups received the profits from
the op shop, she said.

Donations of clothes and bric
a brac flood in from throughout
the Hauraki District. The shop is
becoming so busy, they’re look-
ing for bigger premises.

“I was looking for a bigger
shop before Covid. Out the back
... it's just chocka block.”

Funds raised for Foodbank

Richmond Villas residents raised
$1157 for Thames Foodbank dur-
ing the Covid-19 shutdown.

Residents’ committee president
Joanna Farrell said residents were
enthusiastic about holding a col-
lection for the foodbank as they
wanted to give back during diffi-
cult times.

“We wanted to make sure it
stayed in Thames for the local peo-
ple here,” she said.

“We are well looked after in
here, we're all pensioners so we
don’t need to rely on businesses or
work to be financially viable. And
we haven't been spending because
we haven’t been out of the village.”

The committee, which met
monthly, organised regular func-
tions and activities for residents

-t

and kept an eye on their health
and wellbeing, she said.

While confined to the village
grounds during the four-week
Alert Level 4 shutdown, residents
took part in many activities, in-
cluding line dancing and regular
walks, all while practicing physical
distancing.

Village staff had been “wonder-
ful” during the lockdown, buying
groceries and other necessities
for residents, which was reassur-
ing for those in the high risk age
group, she said.

“There’s not many residents
under 70, quite a few have chest
complaints and heart problems as
you do in elderly age group. Once
it gets into a village or rest home
[Covid-19] is dynamite.”

Richmond Villas residents take part in a line dancing session during the

Photo: SUPPLIED

Dolphins in Ngatea

The rare and beautiful sight of around
60 dolphins swimming in the Piako
River in Ngatea on May 18 surprised
and amazed bystanders. The pod of
dolphins - some around 2.5m long,
swam 12km inland from the Firth of
Thames to Ngatea township.

They were thought to be either bot-
tlenose or common dolphins, and it
was likely the reason they were so
far inland was because they were
chasing food. The large pod of dol-
phins’ early morning swim entranced
and delighted bystanders. hristine
Beagley was one of many to take

video footage of about 20 of the
dolphins swimming and jumping out
of the water near the Hauraki Plains
College and Districts Rowing Club in
Kaihere Rd, Ngatea. Dolphins swim-
ming in brackish water is not thought
to be common, however, she had
seen videos of dolphins swimming in
the Waihou River as well, she said.
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We’d love your heart to be with us, here in Hauraki, with 90 businesses and growing registered on our website.
Hauraki businesses — get registered today — from flat whites to farm machinery, we want to see you all on there.

And best of all business listings are totally free!

lovehauraki.nz

@ LOVEHAURAKI
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Pastor looks forward to new his role at Paeroa Baptlst Church

By TERESA RAMSEY

When the new pastor at Paeroa
Baptist Church began his new job
during the Covid-19 shutdown,
he had no idea when he would
meet his flock.

Bryce Millar took up his new
role at the church in Wood St,
Paeroa, on May 26 when he and
his wife Carol and their 4-year-
old son Harrison moved from
Napier. However, he expected
it could be some time before he
could hold the church’s regu-
lar full Sunday services with his
congregation of about 70 people
because of the Covid-19 virus
pandemic.

“I don’t know how long we will
be in this space, no-one does,” he
said.

“There are some concerns with
having some older people in our
congregation and we have some
people who are in that more vul-
nerable bracket so we maybe will
be holding off having services a

little bit longer for their sake.

“We're going to start encour-
aging people to take advantage
of those groups of 10 so they can
meet in some capacity.”

If Covid-19 restrictions contin-
ued too long, he might consider
setting up some form of online
worship, he said.

“There are some technology
barriers but the hope is we'll be
out soon and in the meantime,
the smaller groups can gather
together and love each other and
pray. I think that's mainly the
thing that we do miss.”

Pastor Millar, 32, studied a
degree in Applied Theology and
Diploma in Pastoral Leadership
at Carey Baptist College in Auck-
land before becoming a youth
pastor for several churches in
Napier and his home town of
Taupo for 12 years. The Paeroa
position was his first role as sen-
ior minister, he said.

Though he had plenty of ide-
as to bring to his new role, he

Bryce Millar is the new pastor at Paeroa Baptist Church.

wouldn't be making any execu-
tive decisions, he said.

“It takes someone to be com-
mitted to listen and be engaged
in the processes and that’'s what

[ want to be doing - I'm not mak-
ing the calls, I'm not telling us
what to do, I just want us to be
engaging in these processes to-
gether,” he said.

Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

“As Baptists, we should be the
best at that, it's one of our key
foundational principles, this idea
of congregational governance.

“Every voice is important.”

A big welcome to Jazz the feral blue and cream tortoiseshell Kitten - a real ‘heart breaker’

A feral kitten full of fear was
trapped facing an uncertain future.

One rescuer’s heart breaks see-
ing this incredibly gorgeous blue
cream tortoiseshell, the terror and
uncertainty in that face led us to
rescue another forgotten waif,
despite saying we cannot take on
any more felines. Jazz, a 10-week-
old feral, joins the Animal Rescue
Thames rehabilitation unit and is
slowly responding to one-on-one
attention - pats and strokes gain
her trust each day. Stage one of

rehab sorted. Stage two is met
with tortoiseshell defiance, and
grim furry determination that this
pick up, cuddle stuff is not on her
agenda nor met with any great

deal of joy. On the two times we
were able to get her clear of the
unit to the bedroom she loved the
cuddles, enjoyed warm blankies
and being fussed over. She is a
drama queen this one and her so-
cialisation will take longer and at
her pace and hers alone. She has
quickly learnt to back right away
to the furthest unreachable corner
to avoid this ridiculous idea of her
being cradled and molly coddled.
Her coat is plush and soft and
given time she will be like Lizzy,

the other naughty tortie who un-
ceremoniously beats the daylights
out of both 5-month-old brothers.

The brothers are now able to be
adopted to their new forever home
but must remain as a pair and need
a quiet, more rural home to cruise
around.

FUNDRAISING
Our garage sale has been suspend-
ed until we are clear of the Cov-
id-19 levels so in the interim, we
sell what we can for what we can
get on the internet. Our account

is low and our budget incredibly
tight though we appreciate it’s
tough times around us so we will
find a way through. Thank mews
to all those special people who
have donated cat food to the res-
cue unit. One donation included
tinned salmon, tuna and also sar-
dines - treat time for felines who
adore fishy dinners. Also a finan-
cial blessing from a lovely fam-
ily has helped feed the felines for
over a week. Ph 07 868-2907.
- Alice & John Parris

_—__-__m

THERE ARE EASIER WAYS TO KEEP
WARM THIS WINTER...

HEATPUMPS

e FOR YOUR OFFICE
e FOR YOUR HOME

e FORYOUR NEW BUHD

BI]HTABI‘US II[IW
131 QUEEN STREET, rHHnw

0508 741 741

"'-‘:..-
* ..e'
N

INFO@EOMFORTGROUP.CO.NZ

C

comfort

specialists in Temperature Control

Thames
(entre

Pharmacy®

Located in the Thames Medical Centre, Rolleston St.

We can receive your prescriptions by phone,

fax and email or over the counter.

Hours - Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
(closed 12.45-1.45 for lunch).

Closed on the weekends.
“Thanks so much for supporting local”

Ph/Fax: 07 868 5100

Email: pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Specialising in...

Impact Injury
Carpal Tunnel
Emphysema
Headache/Migraine

FLINCHLOCK RELEASE

ﬁ Dale Speedy 0272948514 ﬁKym Summers 0272527334 'ﬁlo Vickers 0274877506

Addressing...

Back & Neck Pain
Sports Injury
Breathing Disorders
Cranial Tension

PLO718003
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Thames Autog
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* * — www.thamesautos.co.nz — » »
2009 Toyota Camry 2016 Suzuki Vitara

2.4L, Auto, NZ New, auto, one owner,
Top Model . P low 34,000km.

Reduced

SHARP PRICE  $7,990 = $20,990

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE WE CAN COME TO YOU
2013 Hyundai i45 2015 Holden Cruze 2014 Mazda CX-5

1.8Lt, Auto, NZ 2.5Lt Turbo Diesel,

2.0Lt, Auto, NZ new, L .
excellent conditio,‘/ g -, if:x,;::ﬁat::,OOOKm, P auto, NZ new,
andvalue __—— "f; condition — -
| - = I Al -
; . g

Superb
condition

Special
Price
$11,990 $15,990
2009 Toyota HiLux 2009 Honda Jazz 2013 Mazda Demio
3.0L, 5 Speed Diesel, e - 1.51t auto, NZ new = p—

tow bar, on 19” alloys

auto, five door hatch, -
late model car ﬁ,

Our Special
Price
. $7,990
2006 Nissan Tuda 2012 Hyundai Elantra 2007 Mazda MPV
1.5lt, auto, : ey 1.8L, Auto, NZ new,  _ 2.4Lt turbo, auto,

good km superb condition

Now

$11,990

Now Only

Grea Value "‘h
P % 47 $8,990
e ]

$5,990

LEYLAND STOWE

Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981
or 0800 868 898

609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance available
on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing & repairs
available including
Auto Electrical service
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Drought

By TERESA RAMSEY

It wasn’t until dairy farmer Rachael
Aitchison saw her farm from the air that
she realised the severity of the drought
gripping the Hauraki Plains.

The photos she took during a
helicopter ride over the property on May
22 shocked a lot of people, she said.

“It doesn’t look that bad from on
the ground but when you actually get
up there and you see that, it's a bit
mindblowing.”

The photos revealed the worst drought
conditions she and husband Brent had
seen in the 25 years they’d farmed their
two dairy farms near Ngatea, she said.

“We’'ve had droughts but not going
into the end of May,” she said.

“We've had feed and we’ve had systems
in place, but when it goes on this long ...

no-one can plan for a drought that goes
for seven months. It’s unheard of for us
here.”

The Hauraki Plains is one of the worst-
hit regions in the country, along with
Thames-Coromandel, Northland and
Hawke’s Bay. NIWA data shows it’s one
of the most severe droughts in more
than 100 years.

“There is this pocket in the central
Hauraki Plains that rain has just dodged
since November. We watch it, it goes
through the Firth of Thames and to Te
Aroha,” she said.

The couple usually farm a total of 1050
dairy cows on their 155ha and 195ha
farms, but because of the drought, they
have had to cut cow numbers to just 800.

Despite the cut in cow numbers, the
Aitchison’s supplementary feed bill this

season has still skyrocketed because of
the drought.

“It's superseding any budget or
expectations - at the moment, over and
above our normal feed budget, we would
have spent $250,000,” she said.

The cows were “just holding” their
condition despite drying off in early
April instead of the end of May because
of the lack of feed.

“These cows are due to start calving
in six weeks. We're having to put pretty
serious systems in place for the start of
calving so we’ll be looking at starting
them just milking once a day as opposed
to twice a day. So straight away there’s
production cuts.”

The drought had
sleepless nights, she said.

“Our staff seem to be coping very well

caused some

conditions revealed

so we've really got to focus on looking
after our staff, they’re at the forefront
of it, they’re the ones feeding the cows.
Stress levels are elevated but we are g
okay, we're doing alright.

“We're in contact with a lot of farmers
that are surrounding us that are also in
this drought condition so we just need to
work together and support each other”

A drought relief package has been
announced for north Waikato, see page
11 for detalils.

WHERE TO GET HELP:

Rural Support helpline: Ph 0800 787 254; ¢
Beef + Lamb 0800 BEEFLAMB (0800 233
352); DairyNZ 0800 4 DAIRYNZ (0800 4
324 7969); AgFirst 0508 AGFIRST (0508
243 477).

Paeroa Auto Electrical

* Auto Air Conditioning

* Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car

* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more

e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Cowsheds, Feedpads, Bunker Roofs

Call us to arrange a visit to discuss your needs
Now is the Time to Plan

! S L,
HOME PASSENGER ELEVATORS « GENERAL ENGINEERING « TRACTOR FORKLIFTS
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for drought-stricken farmers

By TERESA RAMSEY

Financial help is on the way for
Thames Valley farmers strug-
gling with what's being de-
scribed as the worst recorded
drought in history.

After meeting with farmers on
the Hauraki Plains on May 21,
the region’s mayors and Coro-
mandel MP Scott Simpson made
a plea to the government for fi-
nancial assistance for those af-
fected by the drought.

On Monday last week, Minister
of Agriculture Damien O’Connor
announced a $500,000 drought
relief package to be shared be-
tween north Waikato and North-
land. The money will be given
to mayoral drought relief funds
set up to help farmers cover the
cost of delivering much-needed
feed supplies.

Hauraki district Mayor Toby
Adams said council would also
be contributing $10,000. Coun-
cil was currently setting up a
working group to help farmers
affected by the drought, with the
main focus on helping with feed
transportation costs, he said.

“We wanted to keep it fairly
narrow and applicable and get
it to as many as we possibly can,

Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams

so we felt that was a good way
forward,” he said.

However, those in other rural
industries such as horticulture
could also apply if they had been
affected by the drought, he said.

Mayor Adams it was a 100-
year drought based on the
amount of hardship it’s caused.

“It’s either one of or definitely
the worst recorded drought in
history in our area,” he said.

“The average ground cover
is probably 1000 kilos of dry
matter a hectare less than there
should be at this time of year, so
there’s quite a shortfall. I think
on Monday [last week], one of
the farms out on the Hauraki
Plains got 10mls [of rain] - they
really need a 100ml drop just to

get the grass to germinate and
then 50 or 60mls a week just to
keep on top of it.”

Rain had been skirting around
the Plains for months, he said.

“The eastern part of the Coro-
mandel and us down in Hauraki
just seem to be missing out. You
can be at one end of Awaiti Rd
in Paeroa where it’s had a good
drop of rain and travel two min-
utes down the road and it’s had
next to nothing.”

The relief package wasn't like-
ly to be enough for farmers, he
said.

“They’re going through some-
thing that’s out of their control -
no different from Covid-19, they
can’t control the rain and they’re
finding it just as tough. They've
got the pressures and banks and
people relying on them just like
any other main street business
in town. We are trying to show
we support our rural communi-
ties as much as we do our busi-
ness communities - every part
of our community is important
to us and we didn’t want them
to think they were out there on
their own.”

Council planned to release fi-
nal details of the fund and how
to apply within a few weeks.

Duck shooters urged to clean gear

Hunters and duck shooters are
being urged to clean their equip-
ment between waterways to
avoid the spread of unwanted
freshwater pests.

Waikato Regional Council’s
biosecurity team made the plea
as the 2020 game bird sEason
opened on May 23 - later than
normal to take account of the
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Unwanted freshwater pests
such as didymo, hornwort and
alligator weed continue to pose
a serious threat to our rivers,
streams and lakes,” Waikato Re-
gional Council biosecurity pest
plants team leader, Darion Em-
bling said.

“Once in a waterway they can
disperse rapidly causing signifi-
cant economic impacts, as well
as destroying the environmental,
recreational and aesthetic values
of our waterways.”

There was still a chance hunt-
ers and duck shooters could stop

the spread of the invasive pests,
he said.

“To date there have been no
positive confirmations of didymo
in the North Island, and the fresh-
water weed hornwort which
is wide-spread throughout the
North Island has recently been
eradicated in the South Island.

“Only a couple of years ago Lin-
davia intermedia, which produc-
es a slime known as lake snow,
was found for the first time in the
Waikato and there’s no known
way of removing it once it’s pre-
sent.”

Some freshwater pests were
microscopic and could be spread
by a single drop of water, he said.

“Even if you can'’t see the pest
you could be spreading it.

“We are asking hunters moving
between waterways to ‘Check,
Clean, Dry’ any equipment that
has come into contact with river
or lake water - particularly boots,
decoys, boats and boat trailers.”

Nick Hoogeveen

& Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

“"—focused on profit and wealth development

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea ofﬁce.every Thursday

Ph: 07 862 9090
Fax: 07 8629091

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz
Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

MIGATES, Wil

MILKING

31 Orchard Road Ngatea
i'tll-‘

Phone 07 867 7360

Fax 07 867 7120
info@milkingmachines.co.nz

www.milkingmachines.co.nz

Delaval Parallel Parlour - the new solution for progressive dairy farming

RICHARD COX CONTRACTING
07 862 4809 021 307 029

MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA

TIPPER / FLAT DECK OPTIONS
1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER
METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES
AUGER DRILLING / TRENCHES
FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS
BULK SPREADING
OF LIME AND FERT

‘ FOOTPATHS
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Shed meetlngs guide farmers in drought

By KYLIE COX

This year’s unusually dry au-
tumn has been very tough for all
farmers on the Plains.

Our clay farms have opened
up providing ideal conditions for
crickets. We are used to crickets
on the Plains but this year some
areas have experienced cricket
resistance to bait which has am-
plified the problem.

The prolonged dry has meant
many farmers have gone through
mostifnotall of their winter sup-
plement and are faced with se-
vere pasture damage due to heat
stress and overgrazing. In March
and April, we all got out our seed
drills for a much needed pasture
patch up. I had been standing
cows off at night since January
as a tool to lengthen my rotation
and look after pasture, but still
had very open areas with 50 per
cent of the farm requiring some
kind of pasture renovation.

We received enough rain to
germinate seeds but with no de-
cent follow up rain, new grass

shoots have almost been at a
stand still, sitting ducks for slugs
if you didn’t bait for them.

Some of the worst affected ar-
eas are in Turua, Kerepehi and
Netherton with average pasture
covers still below 1300kg/DM/
ha, six weeks out from calving.

All this going on whilst we
were in Covid-19 lockdown.

One of the positives to this
year is having a $7 plus milk pay-
out. This has given us some extra
flexibility to help achieve cow
condition and pasture targets.

Once lockdown eased, a group
of concerned farmers teamed
up with DairyNZ and ran a se-
ries of small shed meetings on
the Plains to help guide farmers
through. I attended the one held
in Waitakaruru.

Some of the key points I took
away were:

Have a plan - DairyNZ are hap-
py to help anyone needing as-
sistance with on farm decisions
or feed budgeting. Talk to your
bank around finance options
to cover extra feed if needed or

look to destock surplus animals.

Look after your pasture - strat-
egies like lengthen round and
on-off grazing in place.

Apply nitrogen - most fertilizer
companies are offering deferred
payments.

Look after yourself and your
team. Get off farm for a break be-
fore calving. Rural Support Trust
are there to help and provide
support.

Remain positive and have hope
things will improve.

Apply for the drought recover
advice fund - the grant can be
used on a wide range of business
advice.

Farmers are a very resilient
bunch, we look after one an-
other. There have already been
two truckloads of donated silage
come into the Plains for those
in need and Federated Farmers
have been co-ordinating maize
straw bales and silage. If you re-
quire assistance sourcing feed,
Federated Farmers can help.

- Kylie Cox is the Hauraki Federated
Farmers sharemilkers’ section chair.

Budget planning can

By TESSA FISHER

As the new farming
season starts we
welcome all the
new farmers to our
area, and turn our
focus to planning
for the 2020/21 season.

Completing a budget for the
2020/21 season helps prepare and
plan for next season. Budgets are an
important tool to evaluate the farm
performance and determine areas
of improvements. It can also assist in
reducing stress or anxiety as it shows
a financial plan which can then be
used to start discussions with banks
around banking facilities or looking
at other options which may help
alleviate cash flow pressure.

There is strong deferred income
($1.41) to be received at the current
$7.20 payout which does provide a
reasonable cash flow during these
months. But as farmers have used
winter feed to help get through this
drought there will be increased feed
costs for 2020/21. For May balance

reduce stress levels

date farmers the last provisional tax
payment for 2020 is due on June
28. The increased payout has been
offset against the increased farm
working expenses and/or lower
production due to the drought.
Therefore this tax payment may
need to be reviewed to ensure
overpayment of tax is not occurring.

If there is a cash flow shortage
during the winter months, one
option which may assist with tax
payments is tax pooling. Tax pooling
allows you to purchase tax at a later
date through an intermediary who
has invested in tax.

There is an interest cost involved,
but this is lower than the interest
charged by Inland Revenue. A
chartered accountant, farm advisor
or resources available from DairyNZ
can assist you to complete your
budget and cash flow plan. Let’s
hope more rain and warmth is on
the forecast to help the grass grow,
along with your businesses.

- Tessa Fisher is a chartered accountant
at Nick Hoogeveen & Associates

0800 4 EFFLUENT | www.williamsirrigation.com

Farm Effluent Eouipment
Fudl Gystem Design

Tustallation

CGervice

HAURAKI PLAINS MOTORS LTD

admin@hpmotors.co.nz ¢ PH 07 867-7021

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR:

SALES
New & Used Farm Machinery

Honda ATVs & Outboards
Maspot Garden Products, Ride On, & Lawnmower — plus more!

SERVICE
WOF

Machinery Repairs & Engineering

SPARES

Farm Machinery, Marine, Cars, Trucks, Tractors, Gardeb Products
Miles 027 227 1121, Michael 027 440 4681, Darren 027 205 7884

PL0819002

* SEPTIC TANK
DRAIN & GREASE TRAP
CLEANING
* SUCTION TRUCK
TRUCK & HIAB
* GENERAL CARRYING
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST KOPU

PHONE/FAX: (07) 868 3034
AHS: (07) 868 3116 — 0274 927 148
P.O. BOX 768, THAMES 3540

* Offer valid from 1st May 2020 to 30th June 2020. Only applies when
purchased at recommended retail price. Excludes GST

e
| ——
FAEROA FARM === SFREVICES LTD
118 Normanby Rd, ij
PAEROA, 3600

web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

Ph: 07 862 8263
Fax: 07 862 6075
Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz

egg.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and | am here to help you try & win a nest

All you have to do is find me in one of the display advertisements in each

edition of The Valley Profile.
When you have found me, email editor@valleyprofile.co.nz with the
business name and page number of the ad by the following Monday and
go in the draw to win a Lotto Lucky Dip! Congratulations to last week’s lucky winner -
Lesley Flanigan, who found me hidden in the Thames Autos advert.

FRANKLINVETS REMAINS OPEN
DURING COVID-19 ALERT LEVELS

See our website for Covid- |9 updates, changes to open hours,
pet online bookings, product & repeat prescription orders,
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Dad plans
100km run
for Autism

By TERESA RAMSEY

Caleb Koia-Hamling is no stran-
ger to pushing himself to the
limit to raise funds for charity.

In the past, he’s raised $700
in the Thames Save The Chil-
dren run, $1200 for the Heart
Foundation in the Auckland
Marathon and he’s even com-
pleted the Huntly Marathon in
2013 dressed as a Kiwi, break-
ing the world record for run-
ning a marathon dressed in an
animal suit.

In his latest challenge, the
Goldfields School teacher plans
to run 100km around Blue Lake
in Rotorua for Autism NZ.

The Paeroa father-of-four
teaches a class of seven “bois-
terous” boys with autism at
Goldfields, so wanted to give
back to the organisation that
provided support and resourc-
es for families with autism.

“Some [expenses] are covered
through different agencies but
some things parents just have
to cover, so they need any help
that they can get. And some-
times, they just need to connect
with other whanau that are go-
ing through the same thing,” he
said.

The early childhood educa-
tion-trained teacher said teach-
ing kids with autism was “awe-
some”.

“It’s my first primary teach-
ing job .. and first special
needs so everything’s brand
new but I think they put me in
the classroom because they'’re
all boisterous boys and they're
not necessarily going to learn
like a mainstream class would.
I tend to bring in some of my
early childhood training and do
lots of play-based learning and

Caleb Koia-Hamling sticks to his tra

®% his backyard during the Covid-19 shutdown, with his children, Brooklyn,

T
F, 13

physical play.”

Mr Koia-Hamling, 37, said he
chose the Blue Lake run for the
fundraiser because it was his
second favourite place to run,
behind the Karangahake Gorge.

“There’s native trees and bush
and you're right by the lake - it’s
literally just a gorgeous blue-
water lake. It’s about 5.5km per
lap, so if it’s hot, you can stop
and have a dip in the lake.”

His goal is to run 20 laps,
which is about 110km. He
hoped to start the run at 6am
on September 26 and complete
it by 9pm. The furthest he has
run before was 102km during
a 12-hour athletics track chal-
lenge, which pushed him to his
physical limits, he said.

“I'd never run further than a
marathon before that and even
then, I'd never finished a mara-
thon without hobbling the last
five or ten kilometres, so I don’t
know where I pulled the 102km
out.

“But I can honestly say, that’s
probably the closest I've come
to my absolute physical limits.

2, left, Kaea, 5, Ali, 9, and Trey, 8.

s e
e

When the hooter went off at
the end of that 12-hour race, I
literally collapsed on to the in-
side of the running track and I
had to get moved off to the side.
My whole body seized up and
I couldn’t feel my legs for the
next couple of weeks.”

That experience has helped
him get ready for the Blue Lake
run, however, there was no real
way to prepare for a 100km
run, which required mental
toughness after about 50km, he
said.

“You're going to be sore re-
gardless, no matter how much
you train. There’s going to be
some level of pain and discom-
fort, it’s just how you handle it.”

He’s been training since the
end of last year for the run,
following a marathon training
programme and completing
more consistent long training
runs.

“Those are the runs I used to
skip leading up to events and
you can’t. You can bull to your
friends and say that you've
done them but when you do a

Photo: SUPPLIED |
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race you can’t lie to your body -
your body knows if you've done
the training or not.”

During the Covid-19 shut-
down, he didn’t want to skip
any training runs so he set up
a 100m track around his back
yard, which he ran 300 times or
30km on his longest run.

“The neighbours probably
thought I was a bit mad but it
was good for mental strength.”

Now the lockdown has lifted,
he’s now training in the bush.

“You have to train on the ter-
rain you're going to race on, so
I'm trying to run on trails and
run outdoors. At Blue Lake,
there’s probably a kilometre
where you run up the road and
then the rest of it’s on trail.”

Mr Koia-Hamling has raised
about $1100 for Autism NZ so
far and hopes to reach his goal
of $2000.

“Thanks to all of the amazing
supporters who have donated,
and a special thanks to MANA-
vation, Cooper Tyres Paeroa
and Paeroa 24 Fit Club.”

Donations: www.givealittle.co.nz.

Birdies flock to
Paeroa course

Like other golf clubs throughout
the country - and probably the
world - the Paeroa Golf Club’s fi-
nancial planning and playing pro-
gramme has been severely disrupt-
ed over recent months because
of Covid-19. However, there are
indications that the club has come
through the crisis well.

The most encouraging and some-
what unexpected outcome has
been a significant increase in new
memberships in recent weeks.

Another obvious benefit from
the enforced lockdown of golf
courses was that the playing sur-
faces of the high use areas have
had a chance to recover from regu-
lar ‘foot traffic’. The greens staff at
Paeroa had to work overtime once
they were permitted to return to
the course but the greens as well
as tee blocks are now in their ‘best
ever’ condition according to players
who have been on the course since
Level 2 began. Because it’s close to
areas of native bush, birds and ani-
mals - some unwelcome of course,
have always been attracted to the
peaceful site. Although there was
a ‘no visitors’ rule in place for the
first week after re-opening, nobody
thought to explain this to wood pi-
geons (kereru), tui, kaka, king fish-
ers, shining cuckoos, bell birds and
fantails in particular, which were
seen in greater numbers.

Nineteen different species of
birds (not all native) were spot-
ted or heard the day golfers began
playing after seven long weeks.

- Mike Cotter

Got a great

story
to share?

If it’s local news, we
want to know about it!
We invite local clubs,
schools and community
organisations to get in
touch and contribute your
stories and news tips to
The Valley Profile.

Want to write a

foran appointmeﬁt With Linda, Ph 021 057 7562

letter to the editor?
We welcome letters to
the editor. Letters need to
be 200 words or less and
may be edited, abridged
or rejected at the
editor’s discretion.

Get in touch!
Deadline is the 20th

9 e
| Y

SCRAP METAL BUYERS & RECYCLERS
TELEPHONE: (07) 868-9422

FOR ALL LEGAL ADVICE
GRAHAM O'BRIEN Director
email: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

Council Building, Ngatea
Ph (07) 867-7014

INSIGHT LEGA

BRMRISILES 1 ROLI TE

PL1118006

ALSO AT TAKANINI PHONE (09) 295-0113

Specialist in all Farm Installations
and Maintenance.
Domestic — Rural - Commercial

6 Leonard St

www.insightlegal.co.nz

For all your Electrical Requirements 24/7

PL0817001

Y

Stephen Young e P.O. Box 768

of each month

PL0613003

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz 0274 820 536 " Thames
07 862 7077
0204 0944 853 DEPOT: 26 QUEEN STREET, KOPU, THAMES

Ngatea 3503
Tel: (07) 867-5196 « Mobile 027 270 2804

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years.
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Sports

Playing sport an important part of Covid-19 recovery

Sport provides important physical,
social and community connections
crucial to wellbeing. It will be a
very important part of the recovery
and rebuild of New Zealand post
Covid-19 with many sports now
in a ‘get ready” phase, where they
will put in place what is needed to
commence safely. As training num-
bers can increase, sports can then
enter a “prepare to play” phase to
get athletes ready to compete. It is

important that everyone is patient
as clubs work through procedures
to keep everyone safe. Please note
that professional leagues can re-
sume (without crowds) at level 2
as they are considered controlled
workplaces.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Ashoutoutto our club staffand vol-
unteers for their support with the
re-launch and now more than ever
we need to retain and recruit more

volunteers. If you are interested in
helping get sport and recreation
back on its feet, there will be a role
for you, and we would love to have
your support. Please contact us!

And don't forget June 21 - 27
is National Volunteer week. The
theme is Te Hua o te Mahi Tahi - the
benefit of working together:

Watch for the promotion on our
Sport Waikato website and Face-
book page and take the time to

thank those who help make sport
happen.

RESILIENCE FUND

Sport Waikato is proud to be part-
nering with Sport NZ to adminis-
ter the new Sport NZ Community
Resilience Fund in our region, and
we are now accepting applications.
The fund aims to deliver immediate
funding to help regional and local
organisations remain financially vi-
able through the immediate period

of disruption created by COVID-19.
The fund will be available to re-
gional organisations, as well as
clubs on a first in first served basis.
For all the details, along with eligi-
bility and guidelines on how to ap-
ply: wwwsportwaikato.orgnz. If
you have any queries, please email
crf@sportwaikato.orgnz or Sport
NZ: crf@sportnz.orgnz.

- Julie Stephenson

Hauraki District Coordinator

SIGN
DESIGN
CREATE

Y
VALLEY

SIGNS

13 Francis Street
Paeroa 3600

07 862 8290
0210 677702

valleysigns@xira.co.nz

CONTACT

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

0204 0944 853
07 862 7077

YOUR AD
COULD BE

Disappointment as cricket season cut short

When travel and other restrictions
brought the 2019-20 season to a
premature conclusion, cricketers
throughout the country were nat-
urally disappointed. Teams and
players who were heading toward
competition championship play
offs and topping performance
charts would have been especially
gutted - none more so than the
very keen, talented and success-
ful players in the Ngatea Primary
School and Hauraki Plains College
(HPC) cricketing scenes.

The college’s two teams were
both enjoying the benefits of a
recent upsurge in support for
cricket at the school with dedi-
cated players positioned at the
top of the statistics boards in the

Waikato Valley/Hamilton Schools
competitions the First XI or years
9-10 teams were involved in.

Both teams were heading their
respective  competitions with
three weeks of play to be negotiat-
ed before probable finals play offs.

The HPC First XI had clearly
outclassed each of the four teams
itencountered prior to the prema-
ture ending to the season, which
will ensure the team is promoted
to a higher level of competition
when the new season begins in
October. Obviously it will be a real
benefit to the team’s better play-
ers to be pitting their skills against
stronger opponents as they push
themselves toward their goals of
playing at the higher levels of the

game and fulfill their cricketing
dreams. Hopefully, other team
members will also be motivated
to lift their game toward the next
level also.

The school’s years 9-10 side,
which consisted of only three of
the highly successful 2018-19
team, began by experiencing a
rare and highly exciting tied match
but then went on to register three
easy victories before the early
conclusion to the season. Again,
several HPC players were close to
- or at the top of - runs and wick-
ets tables, indicating promotion to
a higher grade of opposition will
provide a welcome challenge in
the new season.

- Mike Cotter

PLUMBING - DRAINAGE -

Plumbing

Laser

Thames

GASFITTING

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07 868 6021

COMPREHENSIVE VETERINARY SERVICES

FOR FARM & COMPANION ANIMALS

LORY

ESTABLISHED 2017

LATE

Glerious FO0D  Glorious COFFEE

——_—

PHONE O7 867 7157

STEVE BARKER EXCAVATORS

e Excavation Work
® Drainage ® Stumping
® Tractor and Trailer

iawrakVE19

® Rotec Drain Spinner

¥ PLO714011

Your 100% Local Vets

NGATEA 07 867-7056
PAEROA 07 862-7056
THAMES 07 868-3013

5 Kohui St, N e E

 Ph (07) 867-7092 « Mobile 0274-954-037 J

PL0619006
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Book Reviews

Broken

Don Winslow
Best-selling crime author Don Winslow’s latest of-
fering delivers six intense short novels connected
by the themes of crime, corruption, vengeance, jus-
tice, loss, betrayal, guilt and redemption. In Broken,
he realistically portrays a world of high-level thieves
and low-life crooks, obsessed cops struggling with
life on and off the job, private detectives, dope
dealers, bounty hunters and fugitives of the Ameri-
can criminal highway. With his trademark blend of humanity, humour
and action, Winslow delivers a fast-paced collection of tales that make
for addictive reading.

BR&EH

Fast Asleep

Dr Michael Mosley

Can’t sleep? A good night’s sleep is essential for
a healthy brain and body. So why do so many of
us struggle to sleep well? In Fast Asleep, best-
selling health and wellbeing author Dr Mosley
explains what happens when we sleep, what
triggers common sleep problems and proposes a
science-based approach designed to help you re-
establish a healthy sleep pattern. Full of insights
and practical tips plus recipes which will boost
your deep sleep by improving your gut microbiome, Fast Asleep pro-
vides the tools you need to sleep better, reduce stress and feel happier.
An easy and interesting read and a critical contributor to good health.

fast

as leep
ZE @

e, The Strangeworlds Travel Agency

L D Lapinsky

A fantastic new magical adventure series for kids.
When 12-year-old Flick Hudson accidentally ends
up in the Strangeworlds Travel Agency, she uncov-
ers a amzing secret: there are hundreds of other
worlds just steps away. All you have to do to visit
them is jump into the right suitcase and you are
transported to enchanted forests and other magical
worlds. Ideal for 9+ readers and brilliant for assisted
bedtime reading as the adult will be just as engaged.

Book reviews supplied by Greg Hampton of Carson’s Bookshop

Changes made to plastlcs recycling

By TERESA RAMSEY

Layne Sefton has seen dead dogs,
nappies - even an outboard motor
in recycling bins.

Now, the Smart Environmen-
tal central regional manager will
count plastics numbered 3-7 on
the list of blacklisted items for the
wheelie bin.

From the beginning of June,
Thames-Coromandel and Hauraki
district councils will only be col-
lecting plastics numbered one and
two. Anything numbered three to
seven should be put in general rub-
bish for landfill. Paper, cardboard
and cans/tins will still be collected
as usual in recycling wheelie bins.

Mr Sefton said contamination of
recycling wheelie bins had always
been a problem as people “wish
cycle”.

“Not only is plastics 3-7 not vi-
able or worth anything to us any-
more but even before then we
were having up to 20 per cent con-
tamination in the wheelie bins as
people treat them as general rub-
bish,” he said.

“Everything from dead dogs,
green waste, to nappies, you name
it - I've seen an outboard motor in
one of those wheelie bins so if peo-
ple want to be serious about recy-
cling then they've got to actually
start treating the bins right”

Since January, 2018, the market
for plastics 3-7 disappeared when
China no longer took plastics, he
said.

“A lot of the mixed plastics has
gone to Asia, they've taken the val-

Smart Environmental materials recovery facnllty manager Kevin O’Callaghan,
left, with central regional manager Layne Sefton. Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

uable ones out ... and who knows
what happened to the rest because
it's quite specialist technology to
recycle those.”

Smart Environmental, which col-
lects rubbish and recycling for the
councils, had been stockpiling the
unwanted plastics, however, in the
past two years, two fires thought to
be caused by lithium batteries de-
stroyed about 3000 bales of mixed
plastics, which ended up in the
landfill. Since the last fire in March,
2019, they had stockpiked another
2000 to 3000 bales, which were
in the process of being dumped at
landfil], he said.

What to look for

Plastics 1 and 2 include plastics like
milk bottles and shampoo bottles.
Look for the number in the triangle
on the bottom of the plastic.
(Polyethylene A
Terephthalate) .I
Includes soft drink E ,
and sports bottles,
condiment/food jars. PETE

(High-Density
Polyethylene)

Includes water and
milk bottles & cleaning
product bottles.

N,
(A

HDPE

Plastics numbered one and two,
along with paper and cardboard,
are now made into other products
within New Zealand.

“There is a market for ones and
twos in New Zealand, which is a
good news story because we don’t
have to export it, it'’s jobs and re-

purposing in New Zealand,” Mr
Sefton said.

Plastics one and two were rea-
sonably easy to recycle, he said.

“Mostly it’s stuff that's in your
kitchen and in your laundry ... and
most of the ones and twos are
quite clearly labelled.”

.
JTYWH _-=--..IS YOUR FOOD BUSINESS
F ﬂ £ _Il'a"'h'l':_- "
GHARTERED -.

— 2
—— i OPERATING SAFELY:
R BTN T Mﬁm e I" _ ﬁ _ II JWC CONSULTING is a locally
PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES ﬁ _ {g"

based MPI recognised Food,
= Health and Safety consultancy
For business & Farming Enterprises —
in the Thames Valley

firm with extensive knowledge
of the 2014 FOOD ACT and 2015 FOOD REGS,
. along with the ANIMAL PRODUCTS ACT.
* Income Tax Planning ¢
* Management Reporting ¢
* Budget & Cashflow Forecasting

CARSON’S

BOOKSHOP GALLERY

We can help create and maintain:
e Post COVID19 procedures
e Food Control Plans
e Risk Management Plans
and much more

REDUCED RATES FOR JUNE

Paeroa Office
25 Willoughby St, Paeroa

Books, Are, Music E-"'" Gifts

Phone (07) 862 8643 CONTACT US NOW FOR A
Waihi Office COMPETITIVE QUOTE
Rosemont Rd, Waihi Phone 022 061 7903
Ph 07) 863 7372 Email: victoria@jwcconsulting.co.nz
20 Reasons to Read Books: one (07) Dl

www.lynchandpartners.co.nz

“WE HELP GOOD BUSINESSES BECOME GREAT

ORCHARD PROVIDORES

FINE FOOD & CATERING

Helps you unplug Grows your knowledge

Reduces Stress Makes You Interesting and Attractive

Improves memory Helps you sleep better
Improves brain power Builds vocabulary
Improves writing skills .. Cheap entertainment
. Learn about other worlds
. Lead a double life

. Improves imagination

. Improved Focus and Concentration

. Learn about your history

. Books are better than movies

« Birthdays
« Morning/afternoon teas
+ In-home private dining

+ Ready-made meals
- Weddings
+ Life celebrations

. Makes you smarter

. Develops critical thinking skills
. Develop Your Verbal Abilities 20. For Tranquility
Need more reasons?
Carson’s Bookshop - helping you discover
great books ... and gifts
600 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph 07 868 6301
www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

var'dr’rrg -mterﬁng for all occasions!
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One of the new seats at Thornton
Bay. INSET: Students hard at work
completing their designs.

New seats for T

seats and tables back in the bay.
“The seats are the combined effort
of Thornton Bay residents who
sold raffle tickets, donated funds
to this project, carved designs in
the tables and worked with stu-
dents to carve Pacific designs in
the seats,” she said.

Visitors and locals of Thornton
Bay now have new seats and ta-
bles for their picnics thanks to the
efforts of a group of residents and
Te Puru School students.

Thornton Bay Projects co-or-
dinator Janet Jones said the bay’s
seats and tables were washed
away during a large storm in 2018,
which also swept away 5 metres
of the foreshore and caused huge
damage to the road.

“While the road was repaired,
our picnicarea under the trees was
not,” she said. So in mid-2018, resi-
dents began working with Thames
Coromandel District Council to get

Council provided three seats,

installed the tables and supported
the residents through the applica-
tion process with NZTA, she said.

The students of Room Matai

from Te Puru School carved the de-
signs on the seats and also painted
crabs on the rubbish tin.

Ngati Tamatera blessed the

hornton Bay

wood and gave students ideas for
their designs tied to local Maori
history. Thornton Bay Pacific art-
ist and carver Fatu Feu'u worked
with students on their designs and
donated one of his prints, which
raised $1490 toward the project.
Thornton Bay residents raised an
additional $2750.

The week before the Covid-19
lockdown, A & G Price finished the
brass plaques attached to three
seats and two tables.

A potluck dinner celebration for
all who contributed will go ahead
at a later date to celebrate the end
of this project, she said.

Women’s Institute

GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Due to Covid-19, the Goldfields Women'’s
Institute has not had a meeting since
our Annual General Meeting in March.
Thoughts were given at the meeting to
associate member, Margaret Williamson,
who had been in hospital, but is recover-
ing now at home. A large number of items
were donated to the St John Op Shop from
our Good Deed and a good amount of knit-
ting was on display, particularly two beauti-
fully knitted prem beanie hats 12-year-old
Courtney Fah made. In February, 1375
bread tags had been part of our Good
Deeds to be sent overseas and turned into
wheelchairs. After lunch we held the an-
nual meeting and it was amazing to hear
the amount of goods we had donated
to the babies, elderly and of course our
emergency toilets bags to the Hospital. We
have also donated financial help to several
organisations throughout this community.
Our members donated 5973 hours of their
time, a tremendous achievement. The
2020-21 committee: president, Helen Udy;
secretary Maureen Claasen; treasurer, Beryl
Allison, committee: Jill Affleck, Jean Brady,
Val Bowen, Carol Cresswell, Bev Schenkel
and Colleen Schnuriger. Once we all went
into lockdown, the committee have each
had members to ring each week to keep in
contact with each other and to make sure
that everyone has been kept safe and well.
We hope to have a June meeting, depend-

ing on which level we are in.
MARCH COMPETITIONS: Bloom: 1st Helen Udy,

2nd Jill Affleck. Cluster: 1st= Helen Udy & Jill
Affleck. Shrub: 1st Jill Affleck, 2nd Helen Udy.
Towel & Facecloth: 1st Colleen Schnuriger. Peg
Apron: 1st Anne Bicknell. Fabric Brooch: Carol
Cresswell.

KEREPEHI WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Our second meeting this year was held at
the Kerepehi Bowling Club. We had a min-
utes silence for a former member Scottie
Locke who passed away. Elaine read the
draft plan for 2021 national competitions
and these were discussed. Debbie Smith
gave a report on Founders Day as she was
the only one who went from our institute.
It was a roll call birthday gift to the value
of $5 dollars, we made beanies and boo-
ties for Middlemore Hospital and had a
Steampunk colouring in competition. Thir-
teen pairs of new children’s pyjamas were
donated to Middlemore Hospital. Anniver-
saries: Carolyn Giles and Ethel Fowell, who
both got a lovely card made by Ethel. After
our lunch break we had our AGM: presi-
dent and associates officer: Elaine Jolliffe,
vice president: Jan Edmonds, secretary:
Carolyn Giles, treasurer: Marion Van Eyk
Hostess, press reporter and birthdays: Deb-
bie Smith, raffles, points and anniversaries:
Ethel Fowell, programmes: Cathie Haakma,

sales table: Bev Adamson.

COMPETITION: Bloom: Elaine Jolliffe, 1; Cathie
Haakma, 2; Debbie Smith, 3. Spike: Bev Ad-
amson, 1; Cathie Haakma, 2; Jan Edmonds, 3.
Shrub: Jan Edmonds, 1; Bev Adamson, 2; Carolyn
Giles, 3. Veg: Jan Edmonds, 1; Cathie Haakma,2;
Bev Adamson, 3. Herb: Jan Edmonds, 1; Bev Ad-
amson, 2; Carolyn Giles, 3. Competition results
for AGM Points: Competition A Individual: Mar-
ion Van Eyk, 1; Jan Edmonds, 2; Carolyn Giles, 3.
Competition B Federation: Carolyn Giles, 1; Bev

Adamson, 2; Debbie Smith, 3.

Restaurant gives away 100 meals?

A Paeroa restaurant gave away 100 meals
during the Covid-19 Level 3 shutdown despite
taking a hit after being closed for a month.
One30ne Bar Kitchen Cafe manager Suchit
Chhetri said staff came up with the idea to offer
the free meals once the Level 4 shutdown was
lifted and they were able to offer takeaway

meals.

Staff wanted to give back to essential workers
and those who might have been struggling
financially during the pandemic, he said.

“We were just sitting together discussing
what we can do for the community as we were
open for takeaways but still we knew some
people couldn’t afford that meal - people
don’t have that much money and they have big
families to feed. It’s just been a hard time for
everyone. We just wanted to try and reach out

there to help you.”

to people and say hey, there’s someone who is

Members of the community were asked
through social media to nominate someone
they thought would benefit from a free meal,
he said. Staff then made 100 butter chicken
or vegetable curry and rice meals, which
they delivered throughout Paeroa. “It was all
teamwork and effort that we put in together.”

The meals were well received, he said.

“There was so much gratitude received from
people, it was amazing.”

Mr Chhetri said he was able to retain his nine
staff during the Level 4 shutdown thanks to the
government’s wage subsidy.

“We have a lot of local clientele and [fewer
tourists] will affect us ... but we're trying to stay
positive as much as we can,” he said.
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Make the move, call your local team

/Richardsons

Phose Aunlon Paseos 027 568 9107 or

Bhygs Carmichasl 027 522 0031

33 Dirchasrd Foasd, Ngatea - Ph: 07 887 7800

Electrical

dser

“Totally Dependable”

e Residential
e Commercial
* Industrial
* Rural & Farming
e Service & Maintenance
e Heat Pumps

Call (07) 867-7049

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

PL1219006

GIVE YOUR
BUSINESS A

BOOST

Contact us for
our competitive

advertising rates.

We offer fantastic
discounts for
regular customers.

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

0204 0944 853

07 862 7077
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Plenty todo i in the garden during June

Winter is upon us. Deciduous
trees are still losing their leaves,
days are shorter and the nights are
longer.

Although it is been warm, a few
frosts have started, with more on
the way. The ground can quickly
become water logged so begin dig-
ging over soil and improving fertil-
ity in preparation for spring.
VEGETABLES

Asparagus: Established beds
give a good surface cultivation.
Previous season’s fern growth can
be worked in as mulch or cut off
and composted. Now is the time to
prepare and plant new beds. Ferti-
lising is key.

Beans: Further sowings of broad
beans can still be made. Beetroot:
Winter seedlings need occasion-
al cultivation to aerate soil and
control weeds. Foliar fertilise to
stimulate growth. Cabbage, Cau-
liflower, Broccoli and Brussels
sprouts: Main season winter har-
vest continues. Give late autumn
transplants regular cultivation and
apply side dressing of a balanced
NPK fertiliser.

Carrots and Parsnips: Harvest
those sown December/January
as ready. Parsnips are subject to
root diseases if wet soil conditions
persist. Celery: Use outer stalks
to allow and extended harvest
throughout winter months.

Garlic: Traditionally planted on
the shortest day or over the next
few months. Garlic cloves should
be completely under the soil but
don’t bury too deep. About 3-5cm
is ideal and 20cm apart. Treat el-
ephant garlic the same way.

Lettuce: Continue planting win-
ter lettuce. Choose cut and come
again varieties are best. The red-
leaf lettuces usually cope with

Plant garlic bulbs this month

winter chill or go for corn salad
aka lambs lettuce which is tough
as old boots. Keep weed free. Rhu-
barb: Old crowns which have been
lifted and stored can now be di-
vided and planted in permanent
growing position. Set the crowns
600mm apart. Prepare soil thor-
oughly with well-rotted compost.

Silverbeet and Spinach: Harvest
outer larger leaves to help plants
to continue producing through
winter. Make further sowings of
spinach for a succession of spring
harvest.
FLOWERS

Early season winter annuals
are beginning to bloom, such as
alyssum, calendula, cornflower,
pansy, poppy, snapdragon, stock
cineraria and primulas. Plant our
new season’s bulbs and perenni-
als. Bulbs already planted out daf-
fodils and freesias are well on the
way due to the continued warm
weather. Dutch Irises are starting
to flower also.
STONE FRUITS

Leaf fall is almost complete so
in mid-June apply a winter copper
spray, especially on varieties prone
to bacterial canker.
OTHER FRUITS

Apples, Pears: Begin mid-winter
pruning to regulate fruiting char-
acteristics and improve fruit bear-
ing - new trees require minimum
pruning.

Citrus: Severe winter cold dam-
ages shoot growth and fruit.
Where possible lightly cover trees
on clear frosty nights.

Feijoas: Continue harvesting.

Berries: Strawberries: Now is the
time to sort your strawberry bed if
you want strawberries for Christ-
mas. Full sun with free draining
soil. Dig in strawberry fertiliser be-
fore planting and liquid feed every
fortnight. You should see flowers
starting to form by the end of Au-
gust. Raspberries, boysenberries
and loganberries: Prune out last
season’s cane growth - tie new
seasons growth onto supports, se-
lect strongest - prune out spindly
shoots.

ORNAMENTALS

June and July are main plant-
ing months for shrubs and trees.
In very wet ground these may
need to be planted in raised beds
to achieve good drainage. Careful
consideration to garden layout is
suggested.

ROSES

The flowering season is almost
finished. Stop dead heading and
allowing the rose to produce rose-
hips puts nourishment back into
the plants. Prune in July. Apply a
lime sulphur spray ata rate of 1:10
to clean up powdery mildew or
moss on old bushes.

COMPOST HEAP

All compost heaps need thor-
ough aerating - Turn all heaps this
month add garden lime, sulphate
of ammonia and nitrogen fertiliser
to stimulate decay.

Old compost ready for the gar-
den can be applied as a mulch or
incorporated into the soil when
preparing gardens for spring.

Enjoy your garden.

- Ngatea Garden Circle

Heritage home listed for sale

A two-storey heritage home in
Thames nicknamed “the ginger-
bread house” has been listed for
sale after being in the same family
for three generations.

Owner Pippa Jackson said her
great-aunt and uncle Ruth and
Russell Sharplin bought the Brown
St property in the 1970s.

“I have fond memories of when
we were children - we’d be run-
ning around Victoria Park [across
the road] while our parents played
billiards in the front room.”

The nickname “gingerbread
house” came about because it was
painted a mustard colour with a
red roof and dark green trim at one
stage, she said.

When her late parents, Pat and
Graham Jackson, took ownership
of the property in the early 90s, it
was in need of a full renovation.

“It had lost all it's charm when
they took it over - the bones were
really good, it was really solid but
it was run down. It was really awe-

some that they could look at that
and see something that was really
beautiful.”

Her father added a full verandah,
intricate fretwork and a full kitch-
en extension. He also replaced the
interior scrim walls with gib, add-
ed shutters to the master bedroom
and hand-turned the rimu stair-
case bannister.

“He really was an amazing build-
er, no little detail was overlooked,”’
she said.

When Pippa took ownership of
the home in 2015, she continued
the renovations, refurbishing both
bathrooms and giving it a fresh
new paint job. It will be hard to let
the property go after being in the
family for so long, she says.

“It has always been a recognised
as an historical home, often used
for marketing material, brochures,
etc, because it’s so pretty.”

The home, built in 1919, will go
to auction with Harcourts at 2pm
on June 18.

Visique!@/Hagan}VisionCare

WilloughbyStreet;|Paeroa

07:862189/78

See the difference

to help with all sorts of interesting and rewarding jobs.
They need help with customer service, re-using and re-cycling, gardening,
animal care, information giving, music and drama, communications,
admin, op shop work and special events.
We can arrange for you to do volunteer work at the centre or
with other local organisations we work with.
If you’re interested in volunteering get in touch with the

Thames Community Centre

txt or call 027 868 9797 or email us on tcrec@xtra.co.nz

Thames
CoImmnEty
— Centre

Check out some of our volunteers at
thamescommunitycentre.org or go to our FB page

VOLUNTEERS EIVELONGER

Community Organisations are always looking for volunteers
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JUMBO CROSSWORD

Across NZ in 2017 America’s 35. Bird-like (5)

1. Misunderstanding Cup final (6) 37. Eagle’s nest (5)
17) 70. Unusual (7) 38. Six-sided shape (4)
10. Expensive, high 71. Eight-sided (9) 40. Himalayan monster
quality (8) 76. Woodworker (9) (4)

15. Two-handed cutting  77. Divine being (5) 45. Cavity connecting
blade (6) 78. Hide (7) with the nose (5)

16. Final result (3,7)
17. Captain Nemo’s
submarine (8)

19. 55th wedding
anniversary (7)

83. Preparation (8)

84. Sudden downpour
(10)

85. Handbook (6)

86. Cheat, con man (8)

46. Motherly (8)
47. Turn (6)

48. Not regretful (10) ‘
49. Extinct bird (4)

50. Game played on — ‘

21. Pseudonym (5) 87. Angry (3,5,3,6) ice (7)

22. Competitive canine 51. Angel (6) ]
situation (3,3,3) 52. Lubricated (5) .....

25. Shotgun bullet (9) Down 54. Every one or thing . ‘

27. Chief of a work 2. Earnings (6) (4) 41

gang (7) 3. Bury (5) 55. Chemical recipe (7) ......-
29. Alter (6) 4. Bind (3) 56. Not subject to tax ‘ .

33. Wed (5) 5. Bobbin (4) (6)

34. Maharajah’s wife (8) 6. Danger sign (3,4) 61. Deserved (4-6) ° ..-.
36. Gather (10) 7. Plaid (6) 63. Relative by . .
39. Bloke who gets fired 8. Neat (4) marriage (2-3)

up in November (3) 9. Quick check of 67. ABBA's first hit (8)

41. Shy (7)

42. Afternoon nap (6)
43. Shoelace hole (6) 12. Person who studies
44, Agitate (4) celestial bodies (10) 72. Food provider (7)
45. Piece of embroidery 13. Slay (4) 73. Light, sweet cake
work (7) 14. Give evidence (7) (6)

48. Hesitancy (10) 18. Hurry up (3,1,4,2) 74. Ocean floor (6)

something (4-4)
11. Braids (6)

68. Alone (4)
69. Sea creature,
wheke in Maori (7)

53. Release (3,4) 20. Behind schedule (4) 75. Fruit high in vitamin
57. Memorandum (4) 23. Light purple colour  B6 (6)
58. Foolish (6) 5) 79. Man-made

59. Seldom (6) 24. Catastrophe (8) waterway (5)

60. Bright red (7) 26. Zeppelin (7) 80. Long Indian dress
62. Morepork or ruru (3) 28. Paper-folding art (7) (4)

64. Snake-like (10) 30. African desert (6) 81. Influential leader or
65. Cheeky (8) 31. Fuss, bother expert (4)

66. Nervous (5) (colloq) (6) 82. Scratch (4)

69. Team defeated by 32. Exit (6) 85. Raincoat (3)
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FESTVLE WiLLADE

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...

A Lifestyle Village in Thames on the Coromandel
NEW 1 & 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

VIEW OUR SHOW HOME
APARTMENT TODAY!

The 24 new apartments in Stage 1 at Richmond Villas Lifestyle Village are
now completed — and all are within walking distance to
Thames’ shops, cafes, and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement.

Phone us to
View by
appointment
Come and

experience the
difference!

I 82 Richmond Street, TI"-l.:;lmes

R

0800 868 5484 www.richmondyvillas.co.
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Our open plan, single level apartments feature
covered balconies with fantastic views of the sea,
Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge,
bedroom and bathroom offer stylish warmth and
light. All residents enjoy scenic views from each
level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community lodge and participation in all
activities and amenities at your leisure.
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. Hauraki Plains St John: Call or pop into the Op Shop, Ph 07 867 8073 Paeroa Grey Power: Linda Vickery-Pouesi, Ph 07 862 9107

CO mmun |ty CO nta Cts Hauraki Plains Youth Cricket: Anna Dodunski, Ph 027 466 4126 Probus: Jill McIntosh, Ph 07 867 7373

Hauraki Vintage Machinery Club: Ph 07 887 8902 Ph 07 867 7089 Scrapbooking: Pam Tonks, Ph 07 867 7780
Listings are limited to the name of the club or group and a Health Groove Yoga and Mums n Bubs Yoga: Jo 021 027 48490 SeniorNet Thames Valley Inc Ngatea: Shirley Mical, Ph 07 867 5090
maximum or two contact names and numbers. Clubs and Jig Saw Puzzle Library: Mangatarata, Ph 07 867 3250 St Paschal’s Catholic Church: 07 867 7401 and 07 867 7056
groups are responsible for keeping their listings up to date, Kerepehi Brass Band: Rowan Garrett, Ph 07 867 6762 Tai-Chi exercise Kaiaua: Stacy, Ph 09 576 3705
email: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz. Kerepehi Women'’s Institute: Ph 07 867 6002 or Ph 07 868 8582 Tasty Books & Wine Tasting: Anne, Ph 07 867 3367

Mahjong: Nola Walker, Ph 07 867 7301 Thames and District Machine Knitting Club: Ph 07 867 7165
Classical Music Club: Kim Reid, Ph 07 862 3839 Music and Movement: Suzanne, Ph 07 867 7916 Thames Bonanza Club: Ph 07 868 6673
Craft Market: Lynette Mapson, Ph 027 617 4470 Ngatea Badminton: Jenny Adams, Ph 07 867 3028 Thames Chin Wag Cafe: Mondays 12.30pm to 2pm, 608 Queen St
Goldfields Women's Institute: Ph 07 868 8984 or Ph 07 868 7273 Ngatea Chinwag Cafe: 10am-12 Tuesdays, parish hall, Darlington St Thames Creative Fibre Group: Kate Caldwell, Ph 027 2405 467
Grey Power Paeroa: Ken CArter; Ph 07 862 7271 Ngatea Community Garden: Jane, Ph 07 867 7245 Thames Dahlia Club: Paul Silvester; Ph 07 868 9346
Hauraki Bowling Club Mangatarata: Pene Koch, Ph 07 867 3380 Ngatea Indoor Bowling Club: Ph 07 867 7889 or Ph 07 867 7230 Thames Hauraki Parents Centre: Meike, Ph 07 867 3163
Hauraki Cardiac Support Club Thames: Ph 07 868 6148 Ngatea Lions Club: Bruce Foster, Ph 021 043 9280 Thames Hauraki Diabetic Support Group: Brian Corr: Ph 07 868 8551
Hauraki Country Music Club: Tina Haakma, Ph 07 868 3443 Ngatea Playcentre: Ph 027 327 5536 Thames-Hauraki Scottish Country Dance Club: Ph 09 232 7672
Hauraki Golf Club: Len Cameron, Ph 07 867 7660 Ngatea Pony Club: Nicky Hamblyn, Ph 07 867 7078 Thames Probus Club: Ph 07 868 9081
Hauraki Plains Co-operating Parish: Jane, Ph 027 471 4654 Ngatea Scouts: Kim Donaldson, Ph 07 867 7350 Thames Toy Library: Lesley, Ph 07 868 6274
Hauraki Plains Diabetic Support Club: Ryan Corr, Ph 07 868 8551 Ngatea Women's Institute: Nola Walker; Ph 07 867 7301 Thames Valley Adult Riding Club: Helen Pooley, Ph 021 233 1245
Hauraki Plains Lioness Club: Jill McIntosh, Ph 07 867 7373 NZ Red Cross Thames: Betty Sutcliffe, Ph 07 868 6148 Turua Playcentre: Estelle, Ph 027 371 8511
Hauraki Plains Rural Show: Sonia, Ph 027 431 5825 NZ Society of Genealogists Thames: Pam French, Ph 07 868 6492 Turua Scouts: Leanne Scott, Ph 027 329 7887 or 07 867 8388

Tinades &iSeyices
sroxensrreaross | SRS ALANGILIUUEE - SPECIAL OFFER

Heat Pump Installation Sign up with us for six issues and get:

Bictercalpanaseniclinstalicy 25% off
your Trades & Services ad

Advertise in The Valley Profile and reach the
customers you’re wanting to target

SERVICES

. . . X o : LT
Plumbing < Drainlaying * Roofing -

e — ] We deliver to 12,000 letterboxes
: in the Hauraki Plains, Paeroa and Thames

Contact us now to find out more:
0204 0944 853 | 07 862 7077
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Santh Angel Magic A |7 Hauraki Plains

* Home Heating * Gas

New Home Builds Welcome Top Quality Work

= " =T e -
07 862 4809 021 307 029 Health Centre
MARATOTO RD RD4, PAEROA Practice Nurse Maternity Leave

1.7 - 4.5 - 9 TONNE DIGGER
METAL / TOP SOIL / FILL SUPPLIES
FARM DRAINS / RETAINING WALLS Hauraki Plains Health Centre,a 3 FTE

BULK SPREADING OF LIME-QNb'i’ERT doctor practice in Ngatea, is looking for
617 Pollen St, Thames bﬁﬁ‘lﬁﬁﬁtﬂéﬂﬁr@?m 3

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

i Vacancy starting June 29th
Email: advianaponze@gmail.com

Ph 07 868 8055 | 021 925 289

an experienced Practice Nurse to join our

friendly team for 6 months.

As a Health Care Home we are an

innovative team providing high quality

SIA Design

Building and Farm Kitchens & Interiors patient care. We offer a rewarding

and well supported team environment

Rubbish Disposal

From design td i?\étall, we do it all

Ph: 0800 754 724 Kitchens and interior cabinetry

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd siadesignltd@gmail.com 021 474 699

LT (NG AT=A
PHYSIOTHERAPY panelbeaters |td

C|.| Nl( Serving the Hauraki Plains for more than 40 years

Hauraki Plains with top quality panel, smash repairs, automotive R O B I N SO N TWO Loca ti ons
Health Cent paint refinish, and superior customer service. =
ealth Centre ENGINEERING Kopu Tyre Services

Cor Dent & Ranvi Streets, Ngatea
Main Road, Kopu, THAMES

BACK & NECK PAIN AI-I- INSURANCE

for our staff.

If you are a team player then please email

your CV to manager@haurakihealth.co.nz

SPORTS & WORK INJURIES All Farm Machinery I?n!;:e 37832-8'9660
wgsise | || COLLISION REPAIR Repairs ey e
FRACTURE REHAB 2 o ] _
ACUPUNCTURE ~ © RESTORATION Machining a Specialty S=) Valley Tyre Services

Robert Lindsay © Rodney Grant
and associate Tara Rowland

Ph: 07 862-7767

4 Wheel Alignment Services
& ATV Tyres

PL0514008

PAINTING

Phone 07 868 9579 34 KOhunl“ Street’ Ngatea KOhu nUi Street, Ngatea 4 Alloy and Chrome Performance Mag Wheels

PL0619010

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

fo make an appointment Open Mon-~Fri 8am-5pm

www.thamesphysio.co.nz ngateapanelbeaters@gmail.com
www.ngateapanelbeaters.co.nz

Ph (07) 867-7530 24 Hour Callout Service

www.advantagetyres.com

PL0919005
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Calendar to raise funds for charity

Jim Pooley, left, Helen Pooley
and Wendy Scott mark Anzac Day
with a private commemoration on
horseback. Photo: SUPPLIED

.

Members of the Thames VaIIey AduIt Riding Club com-
memorated Anzac Day by contributing to a calendar for
charity.

Each year, several club members usually mark Anzac
Day by taking part in the Hamilton Anzac parade with
their horses as part of the Horse Group, where they lay a
wreath at the Cenotaph in Pirana Park supported by the
New Zealand Army, bands, children, scouts, guides and
returned services.

However, this year they couldn’t take part because
Anzac Day was cancelled during the Covid-19 shutdown,

' so instead they have contributed to a calendar to raise
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funds for riding lessons for children without ponies at
Waikato Equestrian Centre.

“The Horses are a huge draw card in the parade, which
is controlled by'Hamilton city council with a limit of 25
horses only,” riding club spokesperson Helen Pooley said.

“Previously, we have been joined with Waikato mount-
ed rifles as they played a huge part in the First World
War.”

The club also puts out its own. calendar each year of
events during the season and members” activities, which
are varied and wide ranging and include a few bloopers.

Mrs Pooley said the club’s activities and planned ral-
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lies had been put ‘on hold because of Covid-19 and the
club’s end-of-year trophy day would now be held in the
new season.

“Our grounds are still open for members and are look-
ing great so as long as the weather holds they can be
used. As horses need daily checks and feeds horse own-
ers have been fortunate and it’s been a time to have that
one on one action with your four-legged friends so lots
of ground work-and time to iron out little niggles.”

Treks were planned over the winter months but these
would be monitored to keep within the rules of Covid-19
restrictions, she said.
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e Paint Tinting
* Rug Doctor Hire
* 9kg Gas Bottles

¢ Key Cutting

Ngatea Hammer Hardware

16 Orchard West Road, Ngatea

: WE'RE YOUR LOCAL Local DEIlver
~ Ngatea, Kaiaua, Paeroa....
Ask instore for details
Clearance Deals!

N Great Hand
\ $17 $17 Deals! Sanitizer
\ | = | *-‘ . us26%  st0
‘ 30 Seconds - | Essence

Di Antonio Biscuit Jar Di Antonio Cake Tin Di Antonio Square Spray and Hand
‘ H150mm W135mm H115mm W215mm Baker V Walk Away Sanitizer
~ $9 Conc. 5L . 500ml
\ “— (f: ~=\810 = Nisdo
‘ e 30 Seconds 4 Jobmate

Di Antonio Oval Di Antonio Chopping Di Antonio Chopping Outdoor " General
‘ Baker Board with handle Board = Cleaner Repirator

Conc. 5L
~ = $9 $1-50 $30 —
‘ I - ) " $26-2° $97
f/ ] Gumboots T Fox Hand
~ Di Antonio . Handyman Handzan Sanitizer 5L
‘ Ribbed  DiAntonio Bullett Judge Stainless Steel All Sizes EW
Jug Mug Casserole 4.75L a—

0786177393

DIY For
- Plumbing
- Gardening
- Decorating
- Landscaping

Amazing Gifts
for
Amazing People

V- A

Winter Hours
8am — 4pm Monday to Friday
9am - 12pm Saturday



