Dispelling the taboo at Thames’ Death Cafe, P3
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Plains College’s

H auraki

swimming sports this year
featured something a little spe-
cial, with select students jump-
ing into the pool with one arm

tied to their sides.

The unique race was held to
honour their peer, Rylee Sayer,
who lost her right arm due to
cancer in November.

Rylee, 15, is a talented swim-
mer herself.

|

ace

Despite being born with a
rare genetic condition called
Tuberous Sclerosis Complex,
she holds S14 para records for
swimming and recently trav-
elled to France to swim as part
of the New Zealand Virtus

like

Racers Dean Wedlake, left, Matthew Simpson, Zoe Winter, Rhona
Mclnnes, Georgia McTaggart, and Kaia Van Doorn competed one-armed
for Rylee Sayer, left. Photos: SUPPLIED

Global Games team.

In October last year, she was
diagnosed with an aggressive
form of bone cancer - an osteo-
sarcoma - in her proximal hu-
merus, which forms the ball of
the shoulder’s ‘ball and socket’.

By November, she had to
have a forequarter amputation
of her right arm, scapula and
clavicle.

But the setback hasn’t
stopped her from pursuing her
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One-armed swim for amputee Rylee Sayer

CONTINUED FROM P1

love of swimming.

“On December 20, she had
her staples out and so she got
back into the pool on January
5 to start swimming again,” her
mum Amanda told The Profile.

“She wants to go to the New
Zealand  Championships in
April; her chemo schedule is
allowing it. She has no expec-
tations but she’s very driven
to keep going and not let the
disability she now has stop her
from doing amazing things.”

The Race like Rylee event
during Hauraki Plains Col-
lege’s swimming sports day
on February 19 featured five
students and one teacher, Mr
Dean Wedlake. The competi-
tors had to swim one length of
the pool with only one arm in
action.

The race was the brainchild
of college staff member Aman-
da Fitzpatrick, who said she
“just wanted the kids to realise
how lucky they are to have two
arms”.

“Rylee’s attitude is second
to none. [She’s] a very inspira-
tional young lady,” she said.

Rylee now attends the North-
ern Health School but is still on
the HPC roll. She trains at the
Matamata Swimming Club and
is coached by Graeme Laing,
the son of the late New Zealand
Olympic swimming coach,
Duncan Laing.

Mum Amanda said the Race

- > T

The students dive into the pool one-armed.

like Rylee event created a great
conversation around the strug-
gles people with impairments
can face. “Rylee really wants
to be a disability advocate, and
what she took out of it was the
fact that the [students] could
appreciate the struggle she’s
been having,” she said.

“Most of the kids who did it
had a swimming background,
and before the race, they were
asking me: ‘how does Rylee
dive and how does she do this

or do that’. It was done with the
utmost respect for Rylee.”

Race winner Matthew Simp-
son even donated his $50 win-
nings to Rylee’s ongoing fund-
raising efforts.

“So many people are fright-
ened by disability because they
haven’t experienced it in their
lives,” Amanda said, “whereas
when we were told Rylee was
going to have her amputation,
Rylee literally turned around
to the surgeon and said: ‘That’s

Photo: SUPPLIED

okay, I don’t need two arms to
still be the same person’.”

Race like Rylee results: 1st
Matthew Simpson; 2nd Rhona
Mclnnes; 3rd Zoe Winter; 4th
Georgia McTaggart; 5th Kaia
Van Doorn.

DETAILS: To donate to Rylee’s
ongoing fundraising efforts, vis-
it:  givealittle.co.nz/cause/rain-
bows-and-pretzels.
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Dispelling taboo at Thae Death Cate

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

alking about death doesn’t
have to be morose. In fact,
at Thames’ Death Cafe, healing
conversations can be shared over
cake and coffee - and laughter.

Jenny Dorrmgton—Co%]ey has
been the co-ordinator of the local
Death Cafe for four years, start-
ing it up after seeing the need
for open, candid, and consider-
ate discussions about kicking the
bucket.

“I've always been fascinated
by the human condition,” she
said. “Human beings and their
resourcefulness amazes me and,
personally, I got tired of the sani-
tisation of death

“We dont do well as West-
erners; other cultures do much,
much better than us in terms of
talking about death - and death is
one of the only things that unifies
us as humans.”

At a Death Cafe, people, of-
ten strangers, gather to eat cake,
drink tea, and § scuss death.

The objective of the not-for-
profit social franchise is to “in-
crease awareness of death with a
view of helping people make the
most of their finite lives”.

Death Cafes are always offered
with no intention of leading peo-
ple to any conclusion, product or
course of action, and according
to the international website, 178
Death Cafes have been listed for
New Zealand.

“There’s a lot of curiosity about
it,” Jenny said. “Death Cafe is in
66 countries and these days peo-
ple’s concerns are about modes of
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burial and there are conversations
about assisted dying... Overall, my
experience is that people aren’t
afraid of death, it’s the process and
what happens afterwards.”

Jenny, who has been a counsel-
lor for more than 30 years, said
she noticed how death had started
to become a “taboo word and con-
versation piece”.

“The whole concept of a Death

o "

Cafe was to get beyond that - and
it’s certainly not a morbid meet-
ing,” she said. “We had a son come
to pick his mum up from the Death
Cafe and he couldn’t believe he’d
come to the right place because
everyone was in hysterics.”

The local Death Cafe is currently
held inside the Thames Library,
mid-morning, but ideally, Jenny
would love for the group to be able

to meet in a cafe in town in the
early evenings, to be able to cater
to a wider variety of people.

Nonetheless, the group averages
around 12 people per meeting and
more are always welcome.

“It’s never going to be for every-
body,” Jenny said.

“Some people come once, some
people come every time, but there
is no agenda. There’s nothing

asked of them - except to come
and have some coffee and cake.”

DETAILS: The Thames Death Cafe’s
next meeting is this Thursday, March
14 10.30am-noon in the Thames Li-
brary’s Carnegie Room. For more
info on the social franchise, visit

deathcafe.com.
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By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Equipping students with the
right skills, education and
experience in the trades world is
exactly what Hauraki Plains Col-
lege has set out to do with the in-
troduction of a brand new course.

The Trade Experience Academy
kicked off at the secondary school
this year, and consisted of build-
ing and construction, engineering,
design and visual communication,
and work experience.

Students who applied for the
course needed to go through an
interview process. Not only were
students assessed on how they in-
terviewed, their pastoral reports
were also reviewed, which showed
their behaviour from over the
years at the high school.

Students were then shortlisted,
with only 18 successful applicants
making it into the class, and just
like applying for employment,
students were asked to sign a con-
tract as part of the process.

If students “muck around”, they
will get a letter sent home and
could potentially lose their place
in the class.

Head of technology Kyle Back-
house told The Profile the idea
was to expose students to a range
of different trades and help pre-
pare them for that space.

Students would have a “good
grounding and good idea of what
it’'s about” once they left school
and joined the workforce, he said.

Students would be trained on
how to safely use all the gear they

would potentially use in the indus-
try “so when they are on site, they
can be trusted”, Mr Backhouse
said.

Year 12 student Sean Under-
wood was one of the successful
applicants who made it into the
course.

“I chose it because I would like
to get an apprenticeship or some-

PRODUCT
DESIGN

TRADES
EXPERIENCE
COURSE

~ Building and Construction
~ Engineering
~ Trades Drawing
~ Work Experience

Hauraki Plains Col-l.ege

Students, left, Luke Cryer and Sean Underwood in the workshop.

thing after school.”

Sean said he had been doing
work experience at Thames Struc-
tural Welders, and it was his fa-
vourite part of the course so far.

“[1] quite enjoy it.”

Most of the time, people at Se-
an’s workplace would help him out
with things and then “leave me to
it”, he said. “If I need anything, I

Photo: SUPPLIED

start talking.”

Sean said he had been working
on a truck for the past couple of
Fridays.

“[Working on the] starter motor,
alternator, engine rebuild, basical-
ly the whole truck,” he said.

When asked about what skills
and experience he’d like to gain
during the course, Sean said he

“I love this class
and | am looking
forward to making
the ring and
giving it to my
mum.” Calin

“It’s cool and a lot
of fun, I’'m looking
forward to seeing the
final fit.” Seth

“I have enjoyed the
opportunities to
learn new skills and
have hands-on
experience in
automotive.”
Abigail

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

was interested in building his
knowledge in engineering.

Sean said he hadn’t found many
challenges during the course so
far, except for the design drawing
because it was new to him.

Fellow classmate Luke Cryer
said he chose the course to get
more experience in the engineer-
ing world.

“I want to learn how to do more
tech drawing so I can design my
own stuff as well, so I can design
something and make it for a com-
pany,” he said.

The 15-year-old said he had
been doing work experience for
his Dad’s business at Bedford
Parts, and would carry on with
work experience at Silver Fern
Farms once he turned 16, working
in maintenance and diagnostics
engineering.

“Tt’s kind of what I want to do.

“My Dad did a maintenance and
diagnostics apprenticeship and
he’s taught me a bit about it.”

For students interested in doing
the course, Sean and Luke said
just give it a go.

“Don’t be hesitant to do it,”
Sean said.

“Just sign up for it and then do

your interview and if you get into
it - try your best and don’t give
up.
Meanwhile, the school was
working on another new course
called Unleashed Product Design
- Makerspace, where students will
explore principles of the design
industry.



www.valleyprofile.co.nz

March 13, 2024, THE VALLEY PROFILE 05

Cars, commumty and camaraderle

OBITUARY

Tony Richards
1944 - 2023

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

he drinks and the memo-

ries were flowing in equal
measure when friends and
family came together to cel-
ebrate the life of Francis Tony
“FT” Richards.

It seemed as if all of Thames
Valley had a tale to tell about
Tony, no matter how they knew
him; from the colleagues ad-
miring his business savvy, the
staff appreciating his warm-
heartedness, and the commu-
nity leaders praising his gen-
erosity; to the sports buddies
he travelled the world with,
the close mates he partied hard
with, and the family members
he loved with all his heart.

By all accounts Tony Rich-
ards was a humble and genu-
ine man, and as the anec-
dotes flowed, it was clear that
Thames was poorer for having
lost him.

“He was a bit of a hard case.
Loved celebrating, not too
many people celebrated like he
did,” son Wayne Richards said.

“[But] I think he should be
remembered as a very com-
munity-minded businessman.
I don’t know if people realise
how generous he was.”

Tony was a stalwart contrib-
utor to the community over his
lifetime, raffling vehicles and
raising funds to support causes
such as the Paeroa community

I"!
|

Tony Richards, centre, with his five children.

pool, the Life Education Trust,
and the Hauraki Plains hockey
pavilion.

“Anything that the commu-
nity came to him with, he was
always willing to find a way
to support it, whether it was
money, time, vehicles, or all of
these. He’'d give anyone an op-
portunity,” Wayne said.

His generosity of spirit also
extended to those close to him.

“Dad treated his staff as
family and always held a huge
amount of respect for them,”

Wayne said.

“And he was very proud of
having his family carry on the
business.”

Most of Tony’s working life
was spent with Toyota. He
took on the Valley Toyota fran-
chise with the late John Muir
and Bruce Muir as his busi-
ness partners, followed shortly
thereafter by Tony Richards
Toyota in Paeroa.

Along with the business came
a keen interest in motorsports,
a complement to his lifelong

passion for rugby.

“He loved his sports, he loved
supporting and he loved par-
ticipating. He was world-re-
nowned at the end of the day,
he’d been all around the world
doing rugby,” Wayne said.

Tony passed away peacefully
on December 17, surrounded by
his family. Wayne said the fam-
ily was grateful for the commu-
nity’s continued support and
messages of love.

Tony’s legacy will live on
through his children Stephen

Photo: SUPPLIED

and Julie; Donna, Sue and
Matt; Wayne and Rosie; Craig
and Karen; Mark and Lisa, and
step-children Mitch, Katie and
Stephanie; and his 13 grand-
children, five great-grandchil-
dren, and six step-grandchil-
dren.

“Forever a legend, forever a
hero.

“May you rest forever in our
love,” they said.
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Healthy Posture ¢
Improves Blood Circulation ¢
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TCDC floats 13%
rates increase

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

’I‘o avoid a “significant spike
in rates” of 20 per cent for
Thames-Coromandel ratepayers,
the district council has announced
its preferred option of “spreading
the increase” as it sets to lock in its
2024-2034 Long Term Plan.

Council is required to at all times
have a Long Term Plan (LTP), and
at its full meeting on March 5, it
approved this year’s consultation
document, now open for public
feedback until Apri%)&

In the report, staff said the dis-
trict was facing “challenges” which
had resulted in “a significant jump
in forecasted expenses compared
to last year’s budget”.

“The need to catch up on de-
ferred spending, surging inflation
and supply costs, along with nec-
essary road repairs are the main
culprits,” it said.

Crunching the numbers re-
vealed a significant spike in rates
for the first year of 20 per cent.

However, to help reduce the im-
mediate impact on ratepayers and
give them more time to adjust,
council proposed as its preferred
option to spread the increase over
the first two years. This would see
an average rates increase of 12.9
per cent in 2024/25, an average
7.2 per cent increase in 2025/26,
and an average 8.1 per cent in-
crease in 2026/7.

When talking to ratepayers
during the consultation process,
councillor Robyn Sinclair told fel-
low elected members of the impor-

tance of “shifting the narrative”.

“The narrative that I used last
LTP that I found really useful was
to remind people that rates are a
tax,” she said. “It’s unfortunate
we have to pay them, but it also
means we get to do all this very
cool stuff within our district.

Public feedback is also sought on
council’s proposal to invest more
in planning for the district. This
would provide additional budget
for development of a district-wide
spatial planning project for areas
outside of Thames, costing $6.8
million of operational expenditure
over the ten years of the LTP.

Additionally, council is seeking
the community’s opinion on op-
tions for the future of its central
offices, in Mackay St, Thames.

According to its report, the
buildings have “significant health,
safety and earthquake issues that
must be addressed within the next
two years”.

Council has indicated a prefer-
ence for the “most cost effective
and efficient option”, which is to
refurbish and upgrade the existing
main building, totalling around
$8.0m in capital expenditure, and
with a $4m impact on debt.

With the consultation document
now out for public feedback, hear-
ings for those who wish to speak
verbally on their submissions to
the LTP are pencilled in to take
place on April 30, as well as May
1 and 2. Council will deliberate
on May 21 and 22, with the 2024-
2034 LTP adopted at a full meet-
ing on June 27.

Donna Hone holds some of her knitwear, which is part of the exhibition.

>
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Hordes of gourds at Paeroa Arts Centre

By TALLIS AUSTEN, Paeroa College

Gateway student

Donna Hone says her per-
sonal art philosophy is to

“try new things”.

“I love to make new things,
learn new things, I don’t want
to make ten of the same coffee
mugs or anything, no two of my
pieces are the same,” she said.

Born and bred in Northland,
Donna’s always been into creat-
ing, and loves to make art that
“serves a purpose”.

From knitting and pottery to
turning dried gourds into bowls
and lampshades, she likes her

pieces to be practical as well as
beautiful. Donna gets lots of her
inspiration from her garden,
which is how the gourds, which
are called hue in Maori, came
into her work.

“When I first came to Paeroa
I wanted to grow some gourds,
just to have a go at carving one,
but I grew, like, hundreds,” she
said.

“And so I ended up finding out
a lot more about them.

“They’ve evolved now into
mostly being decoration but
they used to be used as wa-
ter carriers and containers for

food and storage. The history of
them, I find it fascinating.”

An exhibition of Donna’s
works is on display at the Paeroa
Arts centre between 10am and
3pm until the end of the month.

Donna will be at the arts cen-
tre herself at times throughout
March as a volunteer.

“People will just come in for a
chat, the first thing I sold was a
little bird to a tourist,” she said.

“She had no idea that it was
my exhibition when she bought
it which was cool, and it’s in-
spiring to sell something of my

.Jhames Autos
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- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
> WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

* %

R.PAMNT.

2013 Hyundai i35

$13,990
2014 Nissan Qashgqai

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2012 Nissan Juke

Auto, Low 31kms, Immac Condition

2004 Toyota Estima

2.4Lt Auto, 8 Seat

BARGAIN

$5,990

2013 Ford Fiesta

Auto, 1.5Lt, Superb Condition

$10,990

2008 Toyota Wish

Auto, 7 Seat, Good Kms, Top Buy

2005 Subaru Legacy

Auto, AWD, T-Bar, Price Break

2017 Nissan Qashgqai

Auto, Top Range Model, Low 44kms

$5,995

25,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest

organisers and the public so

Large events dlvert waste from landfill

Journalism funded by NZ On Air

In partnership with the Hau-
raki Repair and Reuse Cen-

tre, the district council has

been encouraging event organ-

isers to minimise their waste,

with positive results.

Hauraki District Council rec-
ommends that an ‘Event Waste
Management and Minimisa-
tion Plan’ be submitted for
each public event that takes
place.

This is because event organ-
isers are responsible for the
clean up of all rubbish result-
ing from their festivities.

And by enlisting the help of
the Hauraki Repair and Reuse
Centre, led by former coun-
cillor Duncan Smeaton, the
worry of waste will be taken off
organisers’ hands.

“The Hauraki Repair and
Reuse Centre deliver the bins
to the event location, staff the
bins on the day, provide educa-
tion to the public to make sure
items go in the right bin, re-
move the bins, weigh the con-
tents, and clean and return the
bins to storage,” council said.

“Event organisers get the full
gold standard service with one
phone call to council. It’s one
less thing for them to worry
about and eventgoers love it
too.”

The first large event to uti-
lise the centre’s skillset was the
Paeroa Lions’ Fireworks Night,
in which organisers reduced

Fa i
At the recent Highland Games in Paeroa, wnth an estlmated

4500 people in attendance, the Hauraki Repair and Reuse Centre
calculated 57 per cent of the event waste was diverted from landfill.

their landfill content by more
than 25 per cent.

The waste minimisation ef-
forts by the organisers of the
He Ra Maumahara event at
Ray’s Rest also were “excep-
tional”, council said, as they
organised a compostable pick
up, and separated soft plastic

Photo: SUPPLIED
and all other recyclables and
food waste so that what went to
landfill was “absolutely mini-
mal”.

“Other events like Trail Tril-
ogy and the Nugget have been
reducing landfill for a number
of years, so it is a really positive
change and it is fantastic to see

supportive of waste reduction.”

At the recent Highland
Games in Paeroa, with an esti-
mated 4,500 people in attend-
ance, the Hauraki Repair and
Reuse Centre calculated that
57 per cent of the event waste
was diverted from landfill.

“At council, we are commit-
ted to reducing waste to landfill
by providing recycling oppor-
tunities to our communities to
achieve this goal with ease,” a
spokesperson told The Profile.

“Good habits start at home,
and were already seeing an
increase in the amount of re-
cycling we’re collecting. The
next step is to keep up the good
habits at events — so the bet-
ter the waste management is at
events, the more opportunity
there is to reduce what goes to
landfill.”

People are reminded to make
behavioural changes by taking
reusable items with them to
events. This includes: a keep
cup, a water bottle, and reus-
able cutlery.

Event organisers can also
call council on 0800 734 834
(in the district) or 07 862 8609
and ask for the Waste Manage-
ment department to organise
waste minimisation at their
events. Visit: www.hauraki-dc.
govt.nz/community/event-
planning/event-toolkit.
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Free riding

Bicycle riders will be travelling
lighter than usual on March 16,
when the annual World Naked
Bike Ride takes to the streets.

The event, organised by Hau-
raki Naturally, World Naked Bike
Ride NZ and Waih1 Beach Hotel,
sports the tagline “ride as bare
as you dare”. The light-hearted
protest ride takes place in around
80 cities in the world, with other
New Zealand events being held in
Takaka and Dunedin.

The first international World
Naked Bike Ride took place in
Spain, in June 2004. It began as a
protest against the dependency of
oil power, but has since grown to
encompass a variety of issues.

The Waihi Beach event aims to
promote cycling as an alternative
to fossil fuel-based transport, and
draw attention to the safety of cy-
clists on the roads. The ride also
hopes to improve riders’ fitness,
mental and physical health, and
promote body positivity.

The World Naked Bike Ride
event is free to enter, and there is
no need to register. Participants
will cycle 11km in a loop trail from
the Waihi Beach Motel, through
the village and towards Bowen-
town. The course is flat and will
take an estimated 55 minutes to
complete.

Clothing is optional for the
event, and the organisers encour-
age participants to wear as little
as they are comfortable with. The
movement website suggests a
number of alternatives for those
who are uncomfortable going
completely au-naturale, such as
body paint.

DETAILS: March 16, 10.30am from
the Waihi Beach Motel. See www.
wnbr.nz for more info.

WHAT'S YOUR TAKE?

Give us your take on our
long term proposals and budgets.

THAMES

COROMANDEL
DISTRICT COUNCIL

THAMES

BONUS
$75 PAK’N’SAVE GIFT CARD

We’ve got some big challenges ahead,
but we’re tackling them head on:

£ '=

A large roading repair Costly coastal
and improvement protection works

programme

Managing
rates spikes

Ageing
infrastructure must
be replaced

BRI

Bringing our
Thames Council
offices up to scratch

WITH EVERY $1000 SPENT ON
PRODUCTS FROM

FISHER & PAYKEL

Investing in community
resilience and future
growth

The costs are big, so we’re proposing a ‘just the essentials’ budget.

8 MARCH - 8 APRIL ""|
tcdc.govt.nz/LTP-2024-2034

Pick up the Consultation Document
from one of our service centres.

PROMOTIONS RUNS 12-30 MARCH 2024
TERM & CONDITIONS APPLY

100% Thames
626 Pollen Street
(07) 868 6124
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New ‘e

cking-in’ projec

events announced

Several new ‘Checking-in’ events to
support North Island rural communi-
ties impacted by last year’s adverse
weather events have been announced
for 2024.

‘Checking-in’ is a collaboration pro-
ject run by the Agri-Women’s Develop-
ment Trust, Rural Women New Zea-
land and Farmstrong, supported by
the Rural Support Trust. The project
is funded by the Ministry for Primary
Industries as part of the NIWE (North
Island Weather Event) response and
aims to help rural communities af-
fected by adverse weather through in-
person events and programmes.

One year after Cyclone Gabrielle
caused widespread damage to the
northern and East Coast regions of
New Zealand, the rebuild, cleanup and
need for support across communities
remains ongoing.

Checking-in spokesperson Gerard
Vaughan of Farmstrong said they
hoped the events — ranging from light-
hearted comedy, wellbeing and resil-
ience programmes to the celebration
of women who have made an impact in
weather-affected communities — would
strike a chord with North Island com-
munities tasked with building back.

“Often when we are under the pump
we forget to do the things that help us
to get through,” he said.

“These events create an opportunity
for farmers and growers and their fami-
lies to have a night off, have a laugh and
connect with others. Having breaks
away from the day-to-day challenges is
a great way to refresh so you are in a
good headspace to keep going”.

Farmstrong has announced The
Bitches’ Box series running from
Northland to Wairarapa during April
and May. The Bitches’ Box fourth live
show sees actors Emma Newborn and
Amelia Dunbar revisiting some of their
most loved dog characters, with the lat-
est offering set to deliver the hilarious,
fast-paced, multi-character comedy
they’ve become “world famous in rural
New Zealand” for.

Agri-Women’s Development Trust
(AWDT) will hold more wellbeing and
resilience programmes in late February
and March including Know your Mind-
set. Lead the recovery, a subsidised
two-part online programme support-
ing food and fibre leaders to manage
the multiple pressures of leadership in
times of challenge. AWDT is also offer-
ing YOU Matter programmes for wom-
en across the East Coast and North-
land, giving them the opportunity to
pause, re-energise and build the cour-
age, mindset, skills and connections for
recovery in a safe and supportive space.

Rural Women New Zealand are cel-
ebrating the female heroes of the North
Island weather-affected communities
with their ‘Rest, Refresh and Revital-
ise’ events, to be held during March
and April. With a focus on taking care
of those who have looked after others,
these events will bring together nomi-
nated women who have supported their
communities over the past year for
some much-deserved time out. Nomi-
nations for women who have gone
above and beyond in supporting their
communities are now open.

DETAILS: www.rural-support.org.nz.

YARDSCRAPERS

From 2m Wide to 4.8m Wide
Fixed or Oscillating available

FELor 3t nkage ﬁttiligs
From: $2000 + GST

QuinnN

Ph. (07) 867-6712 -
Email: info@quinn.co.nz

1

Paeroa Auto Electrical

e Auto Air Conditioning
* Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,
RVs and more
e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

MNGATEA WAILKL

MILKING

For all your Dairy Selution, Pumping, Irmgation
solution, Breakdown support and much maore.
Servicing the Hauraki Plains since 1984,

i bedsamil ke macsiioemg co ne
e il magmacth s oo ne

31 Orchard West Road, Ngatea Ph: 078677360

Hydraulink

Thames

MOBILE
== SERVICE

See us for all your hose repairs

* Hydraulic hose & fittings
 Breakdown services 24/7
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Oils

* Ram repairs & servicing
» General Engineering

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

P YAMAHA

Pt ey ST

THROW A LEG OVER A LEGEND

KODIAK

KODIAK

AGI25
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now
$3.995:

RIDE AWAY

$14,595:

RIDE AWAY

$12995.

RIDE AWAY

MAKE SMART CHOICES

(¥ IERODEPOSIT (v ZERDREPAYMENTS FOR12 MONTHS (7 1.95% P.A. FIXED RATE’

SAVINGS OFFER AVAILABLE FROM 12 FEBRUARY 2024 T0 31 JULY 2024.
FINANCE OFFER AVAILABLE FROM 12 FEBRUARY 2024 T0 31 MARCH 2024.

igs on RRP ex GST: $E12.83 n AG125; $917.17
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Hauraki dalry award winners celebrted

The Auckland and Hauraki re-
gion’s Dairy Industry Awards
were held on March 7 at the
Thames Civic Centre, and there
were winners from across the
district.

The big winner on the night
was Teegan Gray from Thames,
who was named the 2024 Dairy
Manager of the Year. She also
took out merit awards in the
dairy manager category for live-
stock management, dairy man-
agement, pasture and feed man-
agement, people and leadership,
and cow manager personal plan-
ning and financial management.

Teegan is a farm manager on
Neil and Glenda Gray’s 160ha
Thames farm, milking 478 cows.

The fifth generation of the Gray
family to manage the farm, she
cites a united vision for the farm
and good infrastructure as two
strengths of the business.

The 33-year-old holds a Bach-
elor of Agriscience from Massey
University, and believes the dairy
industry could do better with ac-
cepting females into high man-
agement roles.

“You often have to work twice
as hard to prove you are capable
of the same opportunities on-
farm,” she said.

“I hope I can be a positive in-
fluence for other women coming
through the industry, that dairy
farming is a sustainable career
for females.”

Runner-up went to Steven
Pratt in Patetonga. The 32-year-
old said he was very proud to be

providing food on a global basis.

“I'm proud to be working on
the farm that has been in our
family for 110 years and aim to
keep it as a sustainable and viable
business,” he said.

Steven holds a Bachelor of Ag-
riculture from Lincoln University
and is farm manager on David
and Paula Pratt’s 170ha, 430-cow
Patetonga property.

Third place went to Waerenga’s

Dy’ st WP

Teegan Gray was awarded the 2024 Dairy Manager of the Year trophy.

Owen Clifford, who also received
the environmental sustainability
merit award. Owen is the farm
manager for Ross and Tracey
Laing on their 200ha, 500-cow
Waerenga property.

There was no winner for the
2024 share milker of the year, as
the entrant scores did not meet
the required benchmark. How-
ever, a runner-up was awarded,
with Ngatea couple Brad and

m) £:Delaval Dairynz® !
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Courtney Edwards receiving the
honour, along with merit awards
for leadership and business per-
formance.

Brad and Courtney are 50/50
sharemilkers for Maureen Mar-
tinovich on her 9oha, 240-cow
property at Ngatea.

“We entered the awards as we
thought it was a good opportunity
to showcase our business and to
know the ins and outs of our busi-

ness and how we run it compared
to others,” they said.

The 23-year-olds are both ac-
tive in the community with hock-
ey and Hauraki Young Farmers,
where Courtney is Vice Chair.

Their two young sons motivate
them to achieve their goals.

“We've worked our butts off
to get where we are today and
are proud we achieved a 50/50
sharemilking role at a young
age.”

Share milker Casey Meiklejohn
from Mangatawhiri received
merit awards for people and cul-
ture; animal wellbeing, recording
and productivity; and environ-
mental sustainability.

Casey is contract milking for
Jamie Lyons on his 88ha, 222-
cow Mangatawhiri farm.

Caitlin Snodgrass from Awaiti
was the runner-up in the 2024
dairy trainee of the year category.
She is a farm assistant on Stu and
Karen Davey’s 200ha, 566-cow
Morrinsville property.

The first-time entrant was
encouraged to experience the
Awards by peers in the Hauraki
Young Farmers club and her
employers, Brendan and Tessa-
Hopson, who were 2020 Share
Farmer category winners.

“I realised how great the op-
portunity was to network, review
what skills I've gained and dis-
cover where next to focus my at-
tention,” Caitlin said.

“I was so nervous to enter the
Awards being fresh to farming
but I'm thrilled I just gave it a go.”

HAURAKI PLAINS
MOTORS LTD

e
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Fhr=

i

MEW RUSTLER

LAI04)
ROUND BALE
UNROLLERS

$2,000 OF

For the Month

of March

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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Lifeguard Vicki Skill has been named a ‘Community Unsung Hero’.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Whiritoa’s ‘unsung hero’

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest

Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Lifeguard Vicki Skill has been named
a ‘Community Unsung Hero’ at this

year’s Sport Waikato Sport and Active

Recreation Awards.

Vicki was credited for playing an im-
portant role in reviving the Whiritoa
Lifeguard Service committee from col-
lapse during the Covid-19 pandemic.

She rallied new recruits and reshaped
the committee’s culture, ensuring its
success.

According to her winner’s blurb,
Vicki’s selfless dedication, evident in
her voluntary financial management
and lifeguard training, had been “in-
strumental” in the resurgence of the
lifeguard service.

“Under her guidance, club member-
ship and participation in lifeguard ac-
tivities have surged, while projects like
the Club Rebuild Committee signify

Vicki’s role in fostering organisational
growth and development. Feedback
from members underscores her profes-
sionalism and positive influence, af-
firming Vicki’s invaluable contribution
to the community’s safety and enjoy-
ment of Whiritoa Beach.”

More than 110 nominations from
around the region were received for the
2023 Waikato Sport and Active Rec-
reation Awards, with finalists and their
supporters attending the awards even-
ing on February 15.

Sport Waikato chief executive Mat-
thew Cooper said it was “fantastic”
to be able to put the spotlight on the
finalists. “They’ll tell you they don’t do
what they do to receive an award, but
the acknowledgement and recognition
goes such a long way towards feeling
valued.” R
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RURAL | LIFESTYLE| RESIDENTIAL

NEW LISTING
'--. .. ot .I...r

TAPU 85 Tapu Heights Rise
Sea New View

1990s home with stunning sea views completely
refurbished with new kitchen and bathroom, roof,
wiring, plumbing, insulating, interior cladding and
flooring. Elevated bush setting with all day sun,
peace, and privacy. Open plan living, dining,
kitchen has French doors opening to covered decks
and entertaining/BBQ area. Large flat site with
plenty of off-street parking and turning space for
boats, and campers. And enough flat land to build
a bigger home, studio, garaging or whatever you
fancy. Come and see the fabulous potential here.

pggwre.co.nz/MOR39171

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under REAA 2008

PGG Wrightson

DEADLINE PRIVATE TREATY
GST Inclusive

(Unless Sold Prior)

Closes 4.00pm, Friday 5 April
PGGWRE, 517 Pollen Street, Thames
VIEW

By Appointment Only

Emma Muir s
M 027 210 1803

E emmamuirepggwrightson.co.nz

Helping grow the country

PGG Wrightson

RURAL |

LIFESTYLE |

RESIDENTIAL

EXCLUSIVE

e

sea and bush views.

pggwre.co.nz/MOR39208

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under REAA 2008

THAMES 101 Prices Avenue
Spacious Beachfront Beauty

In a prime waterfront location this three-bedroom home with extra garaging will tick all your boxes. Enjoying all day sun and stunning
Spacious open plan living/dining/kitchen with wetback log burner and heat pump. Sheltered patio and beautiful gardens. Upstairs
lounge with kitchenette, master bedroom, ensuite, walk in wardrobe and decks.

Double internal garaging plus single garage with high stud and plenty of off-street parking.

Viewing is by appointment, please call to arrange a time that suits you.

Eﬂla Eiz

DEADLINE PRIVATE TREATY

(Unless Sold Prior)

Closes 4.00pm, Friday 12 April

VIEW

PGGWRE, 517 Pollen Street, Thames

By Appointment Only

Emma Muir
M 027 210 1803

E emma.muir@pggwrightson.co.nz

Helping grow the country
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Unsafe gun causes fatal shooting accident

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

John Dalton was after a spot
of relaxation on a Sunday
afternoon in April 1867 at
Piikorokoro - Miranda.

He worked at Mr Dix’s flax
mill at the Miranda Redoubt,
one of a party of six men who
were engaged in the hard la-
bour of preparing flax.

The 22-year-old lived with
other mill employees and one
of them, James McNeil, idly
watched as John measured out
some shot with his hand and
loaded it into his double bar-
relled gun.

As John left the house about
4pm he said he was going to
look for pigeons to shoot.

He appeared to have been
successful as about quarter of
an hour later James heard a
shot fired.

The report of the gun was
also heard by the other men,
but no more notice taken of it
until night set in, when John
hadn’t returned.

The men went out and fired a
pistol, thinking, perhaps, John
might have lost his way, but

=
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A typical NZ flax mill, late 1800s.

they received no answer.

The next morning his work-
mates again went out to look
for him and were horrified to
find him about 6.30 around
half a mile from the Redoubt
along the beach, lying face
down, dead.

His gun had burst and lay
in several pieces around him.
His mates took his body to the
Redoubt, and a messenger was
despatched to Constable Mor-
ris, who then alerted the coro-
ner.

At the inquest, held at the
Redoubt, James Grix, who had
also observed John preparing
the gun, said that John was so-
ber when he loaded the gun and
did not put two charges in one
barrel.

The gun itself was found to
be quite unsafe. Henry Porter,
who had carried firearms for 21
years, said the gun was worn
out, dirty, and manufactured of
very inferior metal.

Dr William Montague Hall
Welby said that head injuries
were the cause of John’s death
which was almost instantane-
ous.

The jury found that John was
killed on the Pukorokoro flat,
near the Miranda Redoubt, “by
the bursting of a gun acciden-
tally, by misfortune and not
otherwise.”

Around three weeks later, Mr
Dix broke up his flax mill and
returned with it to Auckland on
the cutter Peter Cracroft, tak-
ing with him his household and

% RN . ¢
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workmen, spooked by a dis-
turbing atmosphere that had
fallen over the district.

Some days earlier a Maori
had warned him of the hostile
intention of a band of other
Maori who were gathering
strength in the district, and
were threatening to attack the
mill at Pakorokoro.

Several strange Maori had
previously visited the place,
and left an unfriendly feeling
on departing, and this, coupled
with other threats, convinced
the mill workmen to desert
their posts.

Mr Dix, finding his men re-
duced to two, abandoned the
spot.

John Dalton was buried at
Drury.

GAMING TRUST GRANTS

New Zealand Community Trust
has provided $77,573 in grants
across the Waikato during its lat-
est funding round. The Paeroa
L&P BMX Club received $7176 for
lime; Paeroa Sports Club received
$32,525 for field lighting and equip-
ment; and the Combined Clubs of
Coromandel received $8760 for
contractor costs. The gaming ven-
ues that contributed to these grants
were: Paeroa Hotel; Royal Oak Ho-
tel, Thames; Star & Garter, Coro-
mandel; Pitch Sports Bar, Taupo;
and The Lucky Lizard, Taupo.

GET CREATIVE, HAURAKI

Hauraki District Council’s Creative
Communities Scheme funding for
local arts is now open. There are
two funding rounds a year, and
while there is no maximum amount
people can apply for, grants usually
range between $500-$5,000. Fund-
ing applications close at 4pm Mon-
day, March 18. For more informa-
tion, visit the HDC website.

REPRESENTATION REVIEW
Thames-Coromandel District Coun-
cil is reviewing how its local com-
munities are represented after
unanimously voting to establish
one or more Maori Wards for the
2025 Local Elections. A survey is
now open until Sunday, March 31
and will help council understand
how its communities feel about
key aspects of the current repre-
sentation structure. The review
does not revisit the decision to es-
tablish Maori Wards. Email repre-
view@tcdc.govt.nz

New range of
large clocks
'back in stock. &

+ Cushions - Jewellery

* Handbags & Accessories

* MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
» Gold Card Discounts

* Loyalty Cards

500 Pollen St, Thames -

- Wall Art
« MASKS

L

LESSONS

868 8725

CLASS1

CAR DRIVER

CONFINED
SPACE

ENTRANT ONLY
Tuesday 2 April 2024

Local courses running through March and April.
To book: info@most.kiwi.nz or 07 868 2565

DANGEROUS
GOODS

‘D' ENDORSEMENT
Monday 25 March 2024

Find out more:
www.most.kiwi.nz

2014 SSANGYONG
REXTON

$15,995 or FiNaNCE

Saunders Mitsubishi
0800 11 11 10

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

2.7L, T/D, auto, 7 seater,
great tow vehicle

2019 MITSUBISHI

ASX VRX

Top spec, one owner car

$28,995 or FINANCE

A

2019 MITSUBISHI
OUTLANDER VRX

PHEYV, top spec, NZ new

$39,995 or FI;E>

2018 HYUNDAI IONIQ

Plug in hybrid (PHEV), NZ new

$25,995 or FINANCE

201 Pollen St » www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz

A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963
Paul Saunders 021 220 0098
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The Thames Valley Sec-
ondary School swimming
sports competition was
held at Thames Centen-
nial Pool on March 6.
Students from across
the peninsula competed
in relays and individual
events while enjoying
the last of the summer
sunshine.

ALICE PARMINTER dived -34 ;
into the action. Kingston Welsh from Hauraki Plains College takes on the 100 metre individual medley.
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In posmon for the mtermedlate boys 50 metre breaststroke. i i igh. Junior girls prep;re for the 50 metre backstroke.

EE_ Insight Legal =7 Forsyth Barr —~

PRACTICAL | AFFORDABLE | LOCAL
Expert investment advice.
GRAHAM O’BRIEN
Council Building, Ngatea
P:(07) 867 7014

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you

Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valley weekly.  prett bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

£ Please contact Brett to make a complimentary DDI: (07) 577 5725
crystals, fairies, dragons and more... appointment. M: 021825 504

A little bit of something for everyone.

www.insightlegal.co.nz Dol Ry Paceas —
(R —— 027 486 5680 orsythbarr.co.nz

achieve your future financial goals.

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

£3 FORSYTH BARR
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Buzldzng & Renouatlon

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Azove of art and history encour-
ged a fresh adventure for
Elizabeth Kyle and Ron Harvey,
the new owners of an iconic herit-
age building in Thames.

Light pours into the building’s
main room, the gallery, from win-
dows on the second storey.

The  double-height ceiling
makes room for assorted art pieces
adorning vivid red walls and kauri
floorboards.

Elizabeth had seen red walls be-
fore in a gallery in Sydney and she
thought it looked fabulous, so she
decided red was the colour they
would paint her gallery.

Because the old courtroom
space is two storeys high, it’s like a
square box, so, the red focuses the
eye on the art and sculptures in the
lower section.

Setting up a gallery to show-
case Elizabeth’s art was the cou-
ple’s main reason for purchasing
and re-purposing the old Thames
Courthouse in September last
year.

The pair, who were living in Tau-
ranga, had been looking all over
the North Island for a permanent
venue for around seven years.

“It felt as though it called us - as
though the building needed us as
much as we needed it,” Elizabeth
said.

Due to the courthouse being a
heritage building, the council’s
conditions were that it must be
used for commercial purposes, not

ST T TR TRTL (F1 .'L"M'I‘r'li
The historic courthouse.

residential. A manager’s flat was
allowed, as long as it was upstairs,
iind that’s where the couple plan to
ive.

The previous occupants of the
building were the Supported Life
Style Trust, but it was owned by
the Bah4i faith, they said.

“That’s why I think the energy
in here is so lovely. You wouldn’
want a disgruntled prisoner’s en-
ergy would you?”

Ron was a builder and had
worked for 20 years as a construc-
tion site manager in Australia,
which included work on refurbish-
ing heritage buildings, so he is fa-
miliar with what’s required.

Any internal cosmetic changes
can be made as long as they can be
reversed in the future, i.e painting,
window furnishings and lighting.

Most of the work they've com-
pleted so far had been cosmetic,
with a lot of painting. No structural
work can be done without getting
consents from council, which au-
tomatically triggers a requirement
{ha:[i involves Heritage New Zea-
and.

Ron Harvey and Elizabeth Kyle.

A retail store is to be set up in
the building’s front room to sell
some of Elizabeth’s original art-
work, cards, prints, and Medieval-
themed items. Now Elizabeth is
72, she finds she is unable to spend
long hours creating art works as
she did in the past.

“I'm going to be more like a
hostess here; talking about my art-
works, and encouraging people on
their own, unique, creative jour-
neys.”

Everything in the gallery sits in
perfect position. A rocking horse
in the middle of the room, jester
sculptures in the corners, and

Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

paintings in places where they all
have a chance to shine. Plans were
set to elevate a large sculpture of
Pegasus above the gallery.

Another significant feature in
the back corner of the room was
a giant-sized book called Merlin’s
Secrets. When the cover is pulled
open, it reveals a secret door to
Merlin’s den. It'1l be an interactive
experience, and a magical room full
of wonder and excitement - when
completed. Merlin’s Den could be
used as a storytelling space.

They plan to have special events
of psychic, Oracle and angel read-
ings in Merlin’s Den, and upstairs

WWW. vaIIeyproﬁIe co. nz

above the shop, plus a teaching
room for Elizabeth to run her
drawing classes.

Heritage Listing requirements
mean the outside area has to re-
main pretty much as it is, but they
have been working on a private
garden at the rear of the building.

They can’t change much of the
outside of the building, but that’s
fine with them because they both
love old buildings, and the build-
ing is superb just as it is in its
beautiful heritage colours.

The building was built in 1870
and closed as a courthouse around
about 1973.

Seeing early photos from inside
the building was something they
would have loved, however, due to
a fire and flood in the 1930s, they
haven’t been able to find any photo
records. They did find some pho-
tos of the exterior at the The Treas-
ury Research Centre and Archive
building, also on Queen St.

All the original council records
are no longer in the council ar-
chives, so they weren't able to get
any plans of the original building.

One way Elizabeth and Ron
have heard old stories about the
building was when people walked
in off the street to tell them.

There was one visitor that called
in unexpectedly and said that he
“used to be the bailiff here”. He
worked next door at the old Police
Station.

“We both love history so that’s
really fascinating to know.”

AEE

ENSJUNGHED,

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUI
SPE

ISTS

ASTE

SHARPGRADE Laser System
8
F

1.8 Wide Hoe

Site Prep
Drilling

Top Soil
Truck Hire .

cottys

BOBCAT SERVICE

Septic Tank Cleaning

Grease Trap Cleaning

Z 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067




www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Building & Renovation

Make project plans with Totalspan

“We believe in the Totalspan brand and
look forward to discussing your building
needs with you and bringing your dream
to life,” said Kyle Sheppard and Nicola
Olesen when they took over Totalspan Co-
romandel a year ago.

They’re now well on their way to meet-
ing their goal of being the preferred solu-
tion for steel frame buildings in the resi-
dential and commercial market for the
Coromandel and Hauraki Plains.

Our strong family values, treating peo-
ple right combined with quality product
and connections with the community
have made a great first year for Totalspan
Coromandel, Kyle said.

Coming from the Hauraki and Coroman-
del area, it was important for Kyle and
Nicola’s community-minded principles to
carry over into the workplace as well.

“Living and working in our local area

gives us a good head start and we've
been fortunate enough to retain the exist-
ing quality people, and we are working
hard towards building a fantastic team for
the future,” the couple said.

Nicola and Kyle’s team includes Charles
Kempster, sales consultant, and Amanda
Richards in sales support/project admin-
istration, as well as three builders and
other contractors.

Between Charles and Kyle, there is
more than 25 years’ experience in the
building industry.

“We’re now consistently getting good
feedback, which was one of our main
aims after taking over,” Kyle said.

For customers keen to chat with
Charles about upcoming projects, head
along to the Totalspan Coromandel at
Kopu Rd, Thames or Ph 0800 Totalspan.

- Supplied by Totalspan Coromandel

= -

Get winter-ready w

Summer has come to an end, and the
cooler nights of autumm are now with
us.

While we are still having some warm
sunny days, this is a great time to prep
your house for winter.

Have you been putting off getting your
roof fixed?

Or maybe you would like to enclose your
deck so you can still enjoy dinner outside.
Is your house cold and damp?

These are all things that Smith and
Sons Hauraki can help with!

A key tip from us is to check your insula-
tion. This is an easy way to reduce heat
loss, especially in older houses without
double glazing. If there are gaps in your

ith Smith and

N

Sons
insulation, heat will be escaping. The pink
bats may require readjusting or the addi-
tion of a few more to keep that heat in!

If you own a house that doesn’t have
underfloor or ceiling insulation, this would
be a great addition before winter and help
to keep your home warmer.

Another great tip is to clean out filters
from your heat pumps or get your fire-
place cleaned, ensuring they are ready
and in working order before you need
them. This is the perfect time to get Smith
and Son’s Hauraki to provide a free quote
to get your house winter ready!

Give us a call on 0800 764 848 or visit
the website smithandsons.co.nz.

- Supplied by Smith and Sons

DO0RS+-2000 Coromandel Lid

sectional garage doors

We Install Garage
Doors Peninsula Wide

Roller & Sectional Doors ® Aluminium Slat Doors
Steel Roller ¢ Colorsteel ® Smooth Panel e Cedar

Architectural e Insulated Garage Doors

For a free quote phone or
email Greg Wilshire on: 0274 952 760 or
doors2000nz@xtra.co.nz

www.doors2000.co.nz ARCH

Floor

Solutions

O

VINYL

O

CARPET

WOOD MOBILE

We are extremely happy with the carpet in all our rooms at
Paku Lodge Tairua. If you're wanting really amazing service and
workmanship then Dee and Pippa are the best. Highly recommended

Dee & Pippa
027 747 7000
pippa@floorsolutions.co.nz

www.floorsolutions.co.nz

WelofferisenvicesfacrossitheiihamesiValleyHaurakilPlains
Reninsulaifor
» PLUMBING - RENOVATIONS - MAINTENANCE REPAIR
- HOT WATER CYLINDER  FIREPLACE - BLOCKED DRAINS

AND MORE....

Contact Hayden at HMS Plumbing on Ph: 022 160 1291

Email: hmsplumbing.thames@gmail.com
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Recession dr1v1ng fierce price competition in apphances

Wlth Covid-related supply con-
straints a thing of the past
and demand rapidly falling due to
the cost-of-iving crisis, appliance
manufacturers and retailers con-
tinue to scrap for customers with
promotional offers and regular
sales promotions.

“The fierce competition experi-
enced last year has continued into
2024,” owner of 100% Thames
and 100% Whitianga Mark Milm-
ine said.

“Almost every major appliance
manufacturer has a gift-with-pur-
chase, cashback or some other
promotion offer in play right now.”

In this environment, customers
planning a renovation or appliance
upgrade are advised to ask about
package deals and not be afraid to
enquire as to whether they are get-
ting the best possible deal.

Shopping early in your project
will also help secure current deals
and lock in supply of preferred
models.

“Our team is committed to help-
ing customers secure their first-
choice appliances, in a time frame
that fits their renovation project.

“We can help customers navi-
gate this constantly evolving land-
scape - and together we can en-

sure their project is successful,”
Mark said.

In response to past stock short-
ages, 100% Thames and 100%
Whitianga both secured additional
warehouse space during 2021 to
ensure as many customers as pos-
sible can achieve an immediate
delivery outcome.

Carrying leading brands such
as Miele, Bosch, Fisher & Paykel,
LG, Samsung and Beko, 100%
Thames and 100% Whitianga are
the first choice for whiteware and
cooking appliances on the Coro-
mandel Peninsula and surrounds.

- Supplied by 100%

AULLLE FETr

FORAGE

COOK « BAKE * CREATE

FISHE

A ..l
o - -l'l"-

EMASTER

=D

& AYKEL

RECEIVE UP TO

$2,000 CASHBACK

Purchase at least two qualifying Fisher & Paykel Kitchen appliances,
with a minimum total spend of $8,000, b

and receive cashback up to the value of $2,000. Terms and conditions apply.

fisherpaykel.com/promotions

o
O

n 26 January and 4 June 2024

e'consumer.

100. Appliances

_,f_

I lsler
Weavers

Hardware

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames
0'7 868 6608

Purchase an eligible Haier Quad Door Refrigerator

from a participating retailer between 16 February

to 27 March 2024 and be eligible to receive up to
$200 cashback’ via online redemption.

ELIGIBLE QUAD DOOR REFRIGERATORS CLAIM CASHBACK AMOUNT

HRF530YS, HRF530YC $100

HRF580YHC, HRF580YPC, HRF580YHS, HRF580YPS $150

HRF680YPS, HRF680YPC $200

*T&Cs apply. To view full Terms & Conditions, vi

PROUDLY LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

100% THAMES
626 POLLEN STREET
(7) 868 6124

100% WHITIANGA
4/9 JOAN GASKELL DRIVE
(7) 866 5726
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Thames’ HMS Pllimbing on tap &

MS Plumbing is owned and

operated by Hayden Stuart,
who has been running the busi-
ness in Thames for two years.

As a certified plumber,
Hayden carries out renovations,
maintenance repairs, hot water
cylinders, fireplaces, blocked
drains and many other plumb-
ing jobs around homes and
businesses.

“We service Thames, Paeroa
and the Hauraki Plains, and
also travel to Pauanui, Tairua
and most other areas on the
Coromandel Peninsula,” he
said.

Let

“As a local born and raised
Thames lad, | enjoy getting out
amongst the local community.
Having the business has al-
lowed me to meet many more
people around the Thames
community.”

Happy customers shared tes-
timonials about Hayden’s pro-
fessionalism, quality of work
and responsiveness.

“[We] would definitely recom-
mend you to others and get
you for any further work,” one
customer said, also thanking
Hayden for his thorough work
in finding their problem and

honesty in explaining things.

Another customer said the
communication from Hayden
was good and they were “very
satisfied with [the] repair to our
shower leak”.

With great service, com-
munication and quality work-
manship at the forefront, HMS
Plumbing is ready to help
clients fulfil their projects and
repair work.

Contact Hayden at HMS
Plumbing on Ph: 022 160
1291 or Email: hmsplumbing.
thames@gmail.com.

- Supplied by HMS Plumbing

help you fight
with new

the winter chill and
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EXCEPTIONAL WINDOWS & DOORS

Double-Glazed Aluminium Joinery

throughout the Coromandel and Hauraki region

for over 20 years

* We are 100% locally owned and operated and
are proud to employ local and support many local

has been operating

clubs and community groups

Contact us today to arrange a FREE,
no-obligation, measure and quote
and ask us about our installation service.

10 Millar Place, Kopu | O7 868 9105

Lo
”J

office@fairviewthames.co.nz

www.fairviewthames.co.nz

=

Find the style

you love

— *—-“Jrﬂﬂ|

il e
v

Interior Design
Service

Design, spatial planning

and project management for
new builds/renovations
Sourcing and advice on
furnishings

Colour consultation

interior/ exterior

Window
Treatments

Made to Measure
curtains, blinds
and shutters

Showroom: The Depot Lane, 715 Pollen St, Thames

(Parking & rear entrance, 110 Kirkwood St)
M 021 509 952 www.insider.net.nz

Furnishing, Lighting
& Homewares

Shop our full range
at our Thames
showroom - or online
at www.insider.net.nz

iNncider

)

Plumbing

ascr

® PLUMBING
® DRAINAGE

® GASFITTING

® GENERAL MAINTENANCE

THAMES - 07 868 6021
WHITIANGA - 07 866 0070

WHANGAMATA - 07 865 7151

WAIHI BEACH - 07 863 5621
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ARE YOU BUILDING OR RENOVATING?

PATON

KITOCHEN:S

YOUR LOCAL CABINETMAKER
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

KITCHENS
VANITIES
WARDROBES
CUSTOM CABINETRY

0272886054
malc@patonkitchens.co.nz
www.patonkitchens.co.nz

a Interior design
1 Colour consulting
= Kitchen & Bathroom design

IPPIIIIT T Bathroom Renovations

hello@bernsandco.co.nz
www.bernsandco.co.nz

YOUR INTERIOR RENOVATING SPECIALISTS
COVERING THE WAIKATO AND COROMANDEL

SHOWROOM & DESIGN STUDIO 33 KOHUNUI STREET NGATEA
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Building &
Renovation

Paton Kitchens: Crafting
bespoke spaces

Paton Kitchens, a revered family-op-
erated business nestled in Ngatea,
stands as a beacon of excellence in
kitchen and cabinetry design.

With a bespoke approach tailored to
individual spaces, each Paton Kitchen is
meticulously crafted to exude a timeless
charm, seamlessly becoming the heart
of any home.

Specialising in the design and manu-
facturing of kitchens and custom cabine-
try, Paton Kitchens boasts an extensive
showroom and studio catering to the lo-
cal market while extending its services
across the Waikato and Coromandel re-
gions.

Conveniently located en route for cli-
ents journeying from Auckland to their
coastal retreats, Paton Kitchens prides
itself on delivering products of unparal-
leled quality and sustainability, ensuring
that every piece is not only functional,
but also a source of pride for homeown-
ers.

Led by Malcolm and supported by work-
shop managers Brendan and Rowan, the
team collectively brings more than six
decades of experience in the kitchen

manufacturing industry. Their trusted ex-
pertise extends beyond individual home-
owners to builders, subtrades, and all
stakeholders involved in each project,
promising unparalleled craftsmanship
and attention to detail.

Recent expansion into Berns and Co In-
teriors has further enhanced Paton Kitch-
ens’ offerings, now encompassing full
interior design services with a specializa-
tion in kitchen and bathroom design and
renovations.

With Bernadette at the helm, clients
can expect a seamless integration of
design elegance and functionality, trans-
forming bathrooms and other spaces
into havens of relaxation and beauty.

“Elevate the value of your home,”
urges Paton Kitchens, “by incorporating
thoughtful design elements into your
bathroom and maximizing space to cre-
ate a functional oasis.”

With a commitment to meticulous
planning and bold, unique designs, Pa-
ton Kitchens and Berns and Co Interiors
stand ready to turn your vision of a dream
home into a reality.

- Supplied by Paton Kitchens

& THAMES HIRE CENTRE

for the hire of equipment for:
concreting * cleaning * renovating

Building Tools * Generators
» Excavators ¢ Trailers and more...

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz
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STEEL BUILDINGS
WHO CAN? TOTALSPAN!

--BARKING MAW

MARC

SELECTED KITSET
BUILDINGS!

Visit us at Totalspan Coromandel
1/46 Kopu Road, Kopu Thames P 07 869 0400
E coromandel@totalspan.co.nz

*Terms & Conditions apply. See website for details.

THINKING OF

RENOVATING?
WE MAKE IT EASY

000

WSmI'Ch.Q o0NS

0800 764 846

www.smithandsons.co.nz
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CALL THE EXPERTS

- TREE

*SHAPES
Quatiid, Acdonists

4= Treework Large & Small

# Stump Grinding + Hedge Trimming

= Fruit Tree Pruning # Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
BUILDING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges  One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

SERVICES

F'H'I:IFEEEII:IHAL
THADE 5E I'\'VIE EE

BUILDERS

THINKING OF
RENOVATING?
WE MAKE IT EASY

0800 764 846

www.smithandso

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad
from just $35 + GST per week*
and one of our professional
reporters will write a story about
your business at no extra cost.

g s
|

ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR

Camper electrics

1 E-WOF

|
Q) Installations

Repairs
[ come to you 021 944 309

HAIRDRESSER

Pensioner ladies
s, T, P mm $3|8d
R ensioner ladies
‘ﬂ!I.E%IE o wash & cut $48
SCISSOrs e
Open Mon to Fri over 30  years
453 Pollen St expenence
Thames hairdressing.

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.

« 30 years experience

« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.

« Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

e
i Food [k waban

ar | y s fls e 1
.J-L.-l:l-r"-n-.'nl..-n _I!rr:r:! F"lcr:m

BUILDER / CARPENTER
QuALIFIED & LICENSED LBP.

Many years

experience.
Ph Peter
027 496 5241

DRrivING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)

e

Work has been flat out this summer
season for Stan Reihana of That
Painter Ltd, who says the run of good
weather has seen exterior painting jobs
take priority.

“A big thank you to all the pleased
customers in the Thames area, Ngatea
and Paeroa for keeping the paint flow-
ing,” he said. “As autumn and winter
draw near, please consider giving me a
call now to organise your free interior or
exterior free quote and to book in your

Happy customer Elalne, Ieft with Stan Relhana of That Palnter Ltd

Freshen up with That Painter

“Photo: SUPPLIED

painting project.”
Contact Stan on 022 313 7911.

Here’s what one happy customer had
to say: “Just want you to know that we
are delighted with the paint job you did
on our house.

“We would happily recommend you to
anyone who wanted any painting done.
Your attention to detail and meticulous
workmanship ensured the finished job
looks great. Many thanks.”

- Elaine and Sharon (Thames).

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
Valley Education

07 868 7892

ELECTRICIAN

-Lool Electric
= Electricians
07 868 7151

E:

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

= Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning

= Security

Systems www.coolelectric.co.nz

For all your meat and game processing needs.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
e Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty.

e 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

¢ Game orders over 10kg

¢ Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

PLUMBER
Huntly Plumbers
2022 Ltd

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, DRAINLAYING

]
HUNTS

& GAS REQUIREMENTS

Ph 07 828 9175 s

Email: admin@huntlyplumbers.co.nz
www.huntlyplumbers.co.nz

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames
N/

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE
iji Digger, Bulldozer
e+t & Truck Hire

» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,

- -
e

palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHonE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial

- Carpet - Vinyl
« Laminate - Polyurethane

Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote
Phone : 021020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz

FLC Lc:'w B

MOBILE MECHANIC

' mobile
mechanics

We come to you...
4" Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,
campervans, machinery & small engines
.9 Batteries available
Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,
Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

¥
| Jalley i

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi $2850 GST incl

Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

Pre-Planning

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

Tttt . Uit Ceavviec iy

LU Ip.l-nl B Faar rnl!l‘

* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial
* Fully Insured » Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

/ACCENSJUNITED)

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID.WASTE
SPECIALISTS

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067
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CALL THE EXPERTS

| SmmsmmIne, |
VEHICLE

TYRES & BATTERIES

— TYRE and BATTERY

> Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

|

\PRECISION/

"WINDSCREENS ,
We cotte lo W )
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Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Church Notices Health Builder Situation Vacant
i i Experienced builder
Assembly of God Pla"éz,:lt?: ling available for maintenance, Com;?]:;z:rm

10am Sundays.
Scout Hall.
Baker St, Waihi

For Lease

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

Since 1989 now in

home improvements etc. |||  position available for

Great rates. 2024 - 2025 season.
Paeroa & Thames as Ph Mark 022 344 0629 76h flat peat farm 11ks
Romoco —d — from Ngatea. 200 cows,
Advertise with the system 1-2,
Wellness. paper that is 20 aside shed and
Gentle therapeutic being read 3 bedroom house.
ioulati 8 i Tony & Robyn Hicks
manipuiation as per Valley Profile ph 07 867 7264
Harley Blows P: 022 130 3885 or 027 272 377
07 862 9167 ; -
Public Notice
Handyman

Temporary Road Closure

For Sale

Mobility scooter. Has
rain cover and reversing
light. Quite new. $3,500
ono. Ph 021 167 6777

Gardening

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based. Ph
021 060 7659

Handyman Services|
* Waihi and
surrounding areas
* Building maintenance
and repairs
* Mobile - Grant
027 333 8331
* E - Waihi105@gmail.com

Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Local Government Act
1974, notice is hereby given that for the
purpose of Beach Hop 2024 Waihi Annual
Classic Car Parade and Show event. The
following roads will be closed to ordinary
vehicular traffic for the period indicated
below.

During the period of closure provision will

Trades & Services

be made for ordinary vehicular traffic,
which would otherwise use the road, to
use alternative routes

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number,
anywhere.
Different machines for
different applications.
Over 20 years

experience.
Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your
stump problems.

027 439 0367

FENCING
CONTRACTOR

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more
High quality
workmanship
Competitive prices

Call Matt
0211727 148

Period of closure: Wednesday 20 March

2024, 6:00am to 3:00pm.

Roads to be closed in Waihi:

* SH2 (from Seddon St/SH2 intersection
to Kenny St intersection)

¢ Seddon St (from School Ln/SH2

intersection to entire Seddon St)

Gilmour St (from Kenny St/SH25

Painters

intersection to Seddon St)
Muller St (from property no. 3 Muller St
to Seddon St roundabout)

Storage

Professional roof
painter. Mario Kerkhof
027 961 4055

Haszard St (from property no. 24 to

Martha St)
Moresby Ave (from property no. 80 to

Thames Valley Storage
— secure, dry units

available, two sizes.
Call Trev 027 4076966

SH2 roundabout)

Experienced Painter
available, houses, farm
buildings, fences, etc.
Quality work, reasonable
price. Ph 027 2142442

It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person otherwise than
under authority of an authorised permit to
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic
during the proposed period of closure.

L D Cavers

STORAGE

KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”

Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage

Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

STORE 4 U Waihi.

Clean, dry, alarmed.
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway
Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry
Units available
7x3.6mand7x5.5m

Situation Vacant

Cathedral Cove news
pleases campaigners

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest

Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The Mercury Bay Business Associa-
tion is feeling “cautiously optimistic”

following the announcement that access

to Cathedral Cove could be open before

summer returns.

The update was provided by Con-
servation Minister Tama Potaka, who
said reinstating walking access to the
popular tourist destination before the
2024/25 summer was a priority for the
Department of Conservation.

“Ideally, we want safe walking access
to the beach reinstated and our ambi-
tion is to have it ready for visitors next
summer,” Mr Potaka said.

“I expect to receive advice from offi-
cials by the end of June on the reinstate-
ment options... There are some further
conversations to be had with Ngati Hei,
the Coromandel community, and our
stakeholders in the district about how
this work is resourced and supported.”

Mercury Bay Business Association
spokesman Ray van Beynen said both
his organisation and members of the
Hahei Residents and Ratepayers Asso-
ciation were feeling “cautiously optimis-
tic” following the announcement.

“[We] believe this will go a long way
towards restoring the serious loss of
trust and confidence in DOC’s handling
of this issue to date.

“Both the business association and
the ratepayers association will now be

focused on how local communities can
best support key stakeholders, includ-
ing Ngati Hei and DOC, in achieving
this reopening. What we don’t want is
more stalling,” he said.

“We are grateful the minister has
heard his constituents and that there is
a clear plan and timetable. We will be
keeping an eye on that timetable as for
us in the Coromandel, summer starts at
Labour Weekend.”

Thames-Coromandel Mayor Len Salt
said his council welcomed the commit-
ment by the Department of Conserva-
tion to have a safe track reopen.

“The announcement is a testament to
the concerted effort put in by our com-
munitK, including business operators,
to make their voices heard in Welling-
ton,” he said.

“In the meantime, the track to Cathe-
dral Cove is not safe for visitors. There
are still rockfall and land movement
challenges at the site. In conjunction
with Ngati Hei and local operators, the
Department of Conservation has cre-
ated alternative visitor experiences in
and around Hahei near Cathedral Cove
that provide access to cultural heritage
sites and offer views over the stunning
coastline of this area.”

DETAILS: Further information can be found
on the DOC website: www.doc.govt.nz.
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Work on Thames shoreline
protection begins

Work on design concepts for the pro-
tection of Thames is now underway,
following project work indicating that
$1 billion in assets are at risk over the
long-term from the effects of flooding
and storm-surge associated with sea-
level rise.

Thames-Coromandel District Council
said protection was the preferred adap-
tation pathway for Thames confirmed
by community consultation during the
Shoreline Management project. The
three-year project examined the risks
to the entire Coromandel coastline from
the effects of sea-level rise. Specific ac-
tions to manage those risks have now
been assessed and ranked, with work
to protect Thames among the top pri-
orities. A governance group to progress
the Thames protection work met for the
first time this month, made up of repre-
sentatives from council, Ngati Maru and
Waikato Regional Council.

“We know that Thames is especially
vulnerable to storm surge and flooding
associated with sea-level rise, putting
around $1 billion of assets in our town-
ship at risk,” said Mayor Len Salt, who
is chairing the Thames Protection and
Resilience Governance Group.

“Thames is the economic nerve-centre
of our district, home to the bulk of the
Coromandel’s service provision, mari-
time industry, healthcare and business
infrastructure. It’s our duty to the entire

region to ensure Thames is resilient, and
ab%e to grow, for generations to come.”

Royal HaskoningDHV consulting en-
gineers will now proceed with staged
design options to protect the township
against coastal inundation for a 1 per
cent AEP storm over the next 100 years.
An earlier feasibility study showed the
main challenge associated with protect-
ing Thames was the required cost and
scale of any defensive structures, as
many locations are low-lying.

Design work will include full hydrody-
namic modelling, and joint probability
analysis of coincident coastal and fluvial
flooding events. The governance group
notes that it will be important that any
protection structure connects with oth-
er stormwater and river management
work. Funding for the design work, and
ensuing community consultation on de-
sign options, is allocated through 2023-
2024 Long Term Plan, with funding for
the construction of protection yet to be
determined.

“We're going to come up against
some big costs, but those need to be
assessed against the value of what’s at
risk,” Mayor Salt said. “We’re facing up
to these challenges head-on, and doing
the forward-thinking, groundbreaking
work that’s required, rather than just
hoping the issues somehow go away. It’s
a multi-generational vision and long-
term action plan.”

CLASSIFIEDS - peadiine 12pm Monday

Phone 07 868 9944

PAPER RUNNER

We have a vacancy for a paper
runner in Waihi. Immediate Start...
Please contact Geoff:
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
for more information.

Storage Handyman
TOTAL STORAGE LTD =+ TP
KEREPEHI / PAEROA I I - & BUILDING SERVICES
10FT CON. $125 per mnth Building,
20FT CON. $240 per mnth home maintenance &
T&C'’s apply " general gardening services
021 67 67 99 Phone: Fleur or Crighton * 0273 913 283

info@totalstorage.co.nz
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Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

New Zealand

runs on fibre Contact me anytime

0800 550 330 « scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
@ scottsimpsonmp

and soon
you can too.

Your invitation to learn more.

£
o i
] !
Pl
NZ RUNS ®N FIBRE atlonu i

CH®RUS

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Fibre is coming to Tahuna, Kerepehi, Pauanui and other
towns around the Coromandel

Want to see if you can get connected:

http s://www.chorus.co.nz/fibre-extension We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified,
display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

We’'re coming to talk to you, so come along to see us:

* Tuesday, 19 March, 10.30am-noon, Tahuna War Memorial 6 @*
Hall, Pioneer Road, Tahuna
* Tuesday, 19 March, 3pm-6pm, Kerepehi
Bowls and Sports Club, 202 Kaikahu Road, Kerepehi
» Wednesday, 20 March, 3pm-6pm, Lakes Resort Golf and
Country Club, 100 Augusta Drive, Pauanui

DRIVING ACADEMY Hauraki Plains

Don’t let a lack ADAPTATION PLAN
/ q of a driver’s licence Climate Change in the Hauraki Plains
| JOIN
& -" make you _US J| Come along to our open days!
miss out on that.IOb Talk with us at one of these local events to tell us about your

experiences and find out how we can work together on planning
for a safe, resilient future for the Hauraki Plains.
Kerepéhi Bowling Club
Saturday 16 March 3pm-5pm

¢ Bring the whanau - all welcome!
e Try your hand at Bowls while

Learner Licence Course

Driving Lessons to help you move from

learners to a full licence joining in the korero for the
Hauraki Plains.
Defensive Driving Course ¢ Free games and sausage sizzle!
e CFM mobile radio studio will be
Advanced Driving Assessments broadcasting live from Kerépehi.
Turua Market
Don’t wait - call or text 027 314 1577 Sunday 17 March 9am-12.30pm - Turua Hall

i:m Can’t make it to the open days?

Sign up online to stay updated on the progress on planning,
good quality technical information, tell us about your
experiences and dates for more Open Days.
https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/ or contact us by
email - info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz or phone 0800 734 834

now to book your space

Valley Education

Jree courses e free transport
The Hauraki Plains Adaptation Plan is partially funded by central government’s
Ca" or 07 868 7892 Better Off Package funding to invest in the Wellbeing of our communities.

textus 027 314 1577
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THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

Total Mobility Scheme assessors
* Reachers

‘ | SALES - Sock Aids
s

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Trade

Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.

Contact us today:
admin@readbros.co.nz

~

SERVICE - Walking Sticks

- Continence Products
HlRE - Bathroom & Toilet Aids

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
e Key Cutting ¢ Sharpening
e Wire Rope Swaging ¢ Rope Slicing
¢ Cut-to-length Extrusions
¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

/)

We do our best to source other products on request
607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) « Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 - E: tvtot2017 @gmail.com

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608

Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am - 1.30pm, Friday 10am - 1pm - After hours by arrangement

Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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EASY

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS 67 Light cake (6) 28 Handbook (6)
1 Revolution (5) 68 Do a favour for (6) 29 Spiritualist (6)

EASY

4 Photographer’s 69 Surreal, imaginery 30 Minimum
instruction (5,3,6) 9) attendance for a legal
11 Desert animal (5) 74 New York island (9) meeting (6)

14 Deadly (5) 75 Home (5) 33 Move on all fours
15 Formally admitted 76 Warn (7) 5)

to office (11) 81 First public 35 Sample by mouth
16 Three-hulled boat performance (8) 5)

(8) 82 Recurrent urge to 36 Weapons (4)

19 Shine wetly (7) steal (11) 38 Song for two (4)
20 Swim (5) 83 Avid, enthusiastic 43 Protect (5)

21 Appalling (9) (5) 44 Rare (8)

24 Disappear (anag)(9)
26 Earlier (6)

27 Talented (6)

31 Emerge from egg
5) _

32 What Americans
call the game of
draughts (8)

34 Criminally deceptive
(10)

37 Doleful (3)

39 Shots (7)

40 Gambling house (6)
41 Official at a cricket
match (6)

42 Minus (4)

43 Energy sugar (7)
46 Gets rid of (10)

51 Tycoon (7)

55 Curved support (4)
56 Write untidily (6)

57 Tooth deposit (6)
58 Fate (7)

60 Age (3)

62 Torn down (10)

63 Unlawful occupant
(8)

64 Xmas foliage (5)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

84 Sudden forward
motion (5)

85 Basic daily work to
ensure a living (5,3,6)
86 Wharf (5)

DOWN

Every 12 months (6)
Power cables (5)
Female relation (4)
Bravery (7)
Showed how (6)
Student’s test (4)
Name (8)

10 Garden insect (6)
11 Official announce-
ment, especially to the
press (10)

12 Boggy area (4)

13 Whistle rope (7)
17 Very strange (5)
18 Disparagement of
something desired but
unobtainable (4,6)

22 Vision (5)

23 And soon (8)

25 Largest ocean (7)
26 Blown instrument

@)

OCOoONOOGWN

45 Surfeit (6)

46 Make even worse
(10)

47 Not occupied (4)
48 Deadlock (7)

49 Beaded counting
frame (6)

50 Burst open (5)
52 Skater’s leap (4)
53 Interconnected
system (7)

54 Knot (6)

59 Take and use
another’s words as
one’s own (10)

61 Loosen up (5)
65 Put out of action (8)
66 See-through (5)
67 Surgical knife (7)
70 Glowing brightly (7)
71 Winged child (6)
72 Soak up (6)

73 Law-abiding (6)
77 Provoke (5)

78 Blood vessel (4)
79 Unlock (4)

80 Dossier (4)

ACROSS: 1 Swinging voter, 8 Abrupt, 14 Close, 15 Platinum, 16 Tissues, 17 Circa, 18 Tic, 19 Parsnip, 21
Offspring, 22 Lustre, 25 Henceforth, 27 Drenched, 28 Cosmos, 31 Purser, 33 Bubbles, 34 Remark, 35
Adds, 37 Ore, 39 Acme, 40 Astound, 41 Intuition, 42 Emerald, 43 Princess, 48 Postcard, 52 Cardiac, 56
Status quo, 57 Erratic, 58 Arid, 59 Tip, 60 Emir, 61 Renege, 62 Rosette, 63 Eleven, 65 Musket, 66 Inspects,
68 Racecourse, 71 Aviary, 72 Armistice, 74 Twigged, 76 Bus, 79 Tinge, 80 Stamina, 81 Pastille, 83 Elate,
84 Useful, 85 Slap in the face.

DOWN: 2 Welfare, 3 Notes, 4 Inn, 5 Game, 6 Out of the blue, 7 Eases, 8 Arsenic, 9 Rock, 10 Pursue, 11
Forte, 12 Reaches, 13 Quarrelsome, 14 Caption, 20 Infuriate, 23 Tributes, 24 Mermaid, 26 Cistern, 27
Delude, 29 Madeira, 30 Grotto, 32 Ulcer, 34 Renal, 36 Synod, 38 Jilt, 43 Piste, 44 Italics, 45 Clue, 46
Sequel, 47 Trite, 48 Patience, 49 Sacred cow, 50 Chateau, 51 Rhine, 52 Codeine, 53 Impractical, 54
Census, 55 Writer’s cramp, 64 Deviate, 65 Marbles, 67 Parasol, 69 Shellac, 70 Uranus, 71 Assay, 73 Twirl,
75 Grief, 77 Beef, 78 Span, 82 Soh.
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
AVAILABLE NOW ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME! RUCNERS

¢ 2 bed room Apa rtment All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways. to view
on Leve| 2 The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

by appointment

° TWO Bed room VI I I as Our open plan, single level apartments featur‘e covered balcogies with fantastic views @ 6 e
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

E N Q U I R E TO D AY! Each unit’s elo':gantlyofil:fr;irsilteycllii(}ilt;l’laerrlll,1 iﬁl:rlgi il;iiroom and bathroom the difference!

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

= 1 -

Richmond Living the lifestyle, [vin the choice..

'rl /’1[ [ s A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel
e 82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484

$SuUzuKI

LONGLIVE ==
THE KNG

CLASS-LEADING PLUS

3 YEAR FACTORY NO DEPOSIT
WARRANTY 36 MONTHS TO PAY

SUZUKI KINGQUAD FROM $13,522 +GST

T&Cs: Offer is available on new Suzuki KingQuad financed between 1/2/24 and 30/4/24 at participating Suzuki dealers. Finance offer is based on no deposit, 5.99% interest rate,

and is fixed for 36 months. A PPSR fee of $10.35, a monthly maintenance fee of $2, a UDC loan fee of $130 and a dealer origination fee of $250 will apply. The loan is provided
by UDC Finance Limited. UDC’s lending criteria and standard terms and conditions apply. Offer not available in conjunction with any other promotion, while stock lasts. Price
advertised is based on LT-A/F400F.

WEAR IT O

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ | 39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA | 07 862 8783

HAURAKI'S HOME OF § SUZUKI




