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For 50 years, Waihī Land 
Search and Rescue has been 

navigating rough, rugged - and of-
tentimes, urban - terrain to locate 
lost people. 

They conduct searches as far 
as Whiritoa in the north and the 
Karangahake Gorge to the south, 
at times teaming up with neigh-
bouring LandSAR groups around 
the Waikato. On December 10, 
they acknowledged their five dec-
ades of volunteer work by hosting 
a “brilliant” event at their new 
search and rescue base. 

Deputy chair Wymond Symes 
said the team of 26 had been 
working out of the local police sta-
tion, but after a few years of fun-
draising, they got enough money 
together to build their own opera-
tions and training base in Golden 
Valley Rd. The 50th celebrations 
were held at the base and included 
guests such as NZ LandSAR chief 
executive Carl McOnie and chief 
operating officer Tony Wells, as 
well as Waikato Police represent-
atives Sergeant Alton Treml and 
Sergeant Warren Shaw.

Wymond, who moved from 
Auckland to Katikati around 
2007, said the Waihī branch was a 
“smaller, more rural” group made 
up of a diverse bunch of people, 
aged between 30 and late 50. 

“We work alongside the Police, 
so if there’s someone who is miss-
ing, lost, or injured, normally Po-
lice are the first to be notified, and 
they would then reach out to us 
for additional resources,” he said.

“The obvious [operation] peo-
ple think of is a lost or injured 
tramper or hiker in the bush, but 

it’s far more broad than that. 
“Probably, for every wilderness-

type operation we have, we get an 
urban one. And an urban example 

might be a child or toddler go-
ing missing from their home, but 
probably the most common urban 
search we’d be called out to would 

be dementia-based wandering.” 
Wymond said his love of being 

involved in search and rescue had 
strengthened over the years, and 

Members of Waihī LandSAR 
on the job.       Photo: SUPPLIED 

50 years of lost and found50 years of lost and found
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

he now favoured the “investiga-
tive” side of the work.

“In the early years, I used to al-
ways go out into the field and do 
the physical search, but there’s 
also a management team behind 
every search,” he explained.

“That’s why we have our base - 
so we can set up all our mapping 
systems, our documents, every-
thing we need for planning, and 
the real joy for me now is gather-
ing information to help with that 
planning of the search. 

“A really critical part of it is 
building a profile of the [missing] 
person, and there’s many ways 
you can do that.” 

Wymond said this included cat-
egorising the person and rifling 
through published data for typical 
behaviour patterns, while Land-
SAR or the Police collected per-
sonal information from friends 
and family. 

Meanwhile, the team would be 
out in the field, he said, sending 
clues or information back to the 
base.

“Some searches are resolved 
within the first five or six hours, 
but there are some that have gone 
on for several weeks… There’s 
also those that don’t get resolved.”

Wymond said the field teams 
were “really well-trained”. 

There were nationwide train-
ings every weekend, while the 
Waihī branch trained on the first 
Tuesday of every month.

“We’re always open for new 
members,” he said.
DETAILS: Find Waihī Land Search & 
Rescue on Facebook, or visit www.
landsar.org.nz.
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Childrens’ pet cat mauled by dogs
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A spate of attacks on pet cats 
in Paeroa is causing concern 

among the community, with fears 
the dogs responsible could turn 
their attention towards small chil-
dren.

On November 29 last year, a 
Paeroa resident warned pet own-
ers in an online post that her two 
elderly cats had been mauled and 
killed by roaming dogs. 

Just five days later, in the early 
hours of the morning, it was Ki-
eran Casey’s turn to witness his 
own cat being attacked at the front 
door of his home.

“I got out of bed and ran to the 
door and there were these two 
Staffy-type dogs mauling [cat] Al-
ley. They understood a command-
ment and when I said ‘bugger off’, 
they did, but the cat took off too,” 
he told The Profile. “When we 
found him in the morning, he was 
pretty beaten up.” 

Kieran took Alley to the vets to 
try and save him, but shortly af-
ter paying a deposit, Alley passed 
away from his injuries. 

Kieran’s family, including his 
two children, were “pretty gutted” 
about the ordeal. Alley’s death had 
also been hard on his sibling, Ben. 

“We aren’t pointing fingers and 
understand dogs chase cats, cats 
chase birds, but it’s the timing [of 
it] so early in the morning, the 
location on top of our stairs, and 
the savageness [of the attack],” he 
said. “Most of all, what if it was a 
kid, not a cat, on their own prop-
erty? These so-called dog owners 
need to be ashamed of themselves 
and shouldn’t be allowed to have 
them if they are not controlled.” 

Hauraki District Council’s com-
munications team leader Mar-
garet Maclaurin said council was  
aware of some recent complaints 
regarding cats being attacked.

She said dog attacks on cats 
were not common but did occur 
occasionally. “It’s possible the cur-
rent incidents are being caused by 
the same dog/s, rather than more 
dogs attacking cats.”

Both Kieran and other residents 
said they had their suspicions 
about which dogs were responsi-
ble, but council said hard evidence 
was needed to ensure the correct 
dog or dogs were identified.

“Council is investigating the 
complaints and trying to obtain 
clear evidence to identify the al-
leged roaming dog/s,’ Margaret 
said. “When council is aware of ar-
eas of concern, extra street patrols 
are carried out in that area.

“To assist us in investigating 
these complaints, we ask that the 
community report roaming dogs 
to council promptly so the Animal 
Control team can be dispatched to 

the area.”
Any follow-up actions by coun-

cil are in line with its Dog Control 
Act and could range from infringe-
ment fines, restrictive dog classi-
fications, owner classifications, or 
prosecutions.

“We ask that pet owners are re-
sponsible pet owners and ensure 
that their pets are kept contained/
secured to their own property and 
do not become a roaming nui-
sance,” Margaret said. “While 
Facebook community pages are 
a very useful tool for letting your 
immediate community know if 
you’ve found a dog, spotted a 
roaming dog, or had an encounter 
with a dog, that communication 
does not always get to the atten-
tion of council.

“It’s often at night that roaming 
dogs are most active. Keeping your 
cats indoors will help.”
DETAILS: To contact HDC to report 
any animal attacks, phone 07 862 
8609.

Alley the cat died after being attacked by two roaming dogs.    Photo: SUPPLIED

Charges laid 
after Waihī 
burglaries
Police are seeking information 

following multiple arrests for 
Waihī burglaries. 

Waihī Sergeant Nigel Sander-
son said two Waihī men, aged 26 
and 34, faced charges in the Waihī 
District Court after multiple bur-
glaries at a Waihī store between 
October and December.

Police executed a search war-
rant at a Waihī address locating a 
large number of items believed to 
have been stolen in the burglaries.

“Solid investigative work and lo-
cal knowledge assisted in identify-
ing those responsible and execut-
ing the search warrant,” he said.

Some of the items seized includ-
ed a generator, camping equip-
ment, power tools and inflatable 
pools. “Police are pleased to be 
able to return these items to the 
rightful owner,” he said.

Police believe a white and blue 
truck was involved in a number of 
burglaries, and urge anyone who 
may have been a victim of offend-
ing involving this truck to contact 
Police on 105. 

Meanwhile, an “eagle-eyed 
neighbour” helped Police recover 
a significant amount of stolen 
property worth around $30,000.

The goods, which were stolen 
from a Coromandel bach, were 
recovered from a Waihī address, 
and Police said they were making 
enquiries to locate the suspect.

The owners of the bach were 
alerted to the theft by a neighbour, 
who saw a vehicle leaving the 
property with a loaded trailer.

Enquiries led Police to a person 
of interest in the Waihī area. 
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Budding democrat brings a voice to youth
On a mid-September even-

ing, when most children in 
New Zealand were getting ready 
for bed,  Pārāwai student Avé Te 
Teira-King was stepping out on 
stage - in Billund, Denmark. 

Avé was one of 80 participants 
chosen from around the world to 
attend last year’s Children’s Gen-
eral Assembly. The 10-year-old 
was in the company of like-mind-
ed children aged 10-17. 

They had been collaborat-
ing over zoom meetings for six 
months to discuss and come up 
with solutions to real-world is-
sues, with the aim of developing 
a manifesto and an idea catalogue 
to be shared with the world. 

The summit on September 19-
21 was the culmination of months 
of dedication, and a chance for 
the children to meet in person, 
workshop their ideas, and present 
their manifesto to the United Na-
tions General Assembly via a live 
broadcast. 

For Avé, the experience was 
incredible. She and her chaper-
one, mother Roanne Mitchell-
Te Teira, had the opportunity 
to explore the self-proclaimed 
“children’s capital of the world”, 
including the Lego Museum, be-
fore getting down to the serious 
business of solving the world’s 
problems. 

“The main manifesto [for the 
conference] was called STEAM, 
which is a mix of science, technol-
ogy, engineering, arts and math-
ematics,” Avé said. 

“My manifesto was based off 

mental health. For the first day or 
two we were learning more about 
our manifesto and what we could 
do about it. I learnt more about 
the world and the issues we were 
learning about.” 

The assembly was the ultimate 
stage for youth, allowing every-
one a chance to have a say. Avé 
answered questions at the live 

broadcast, and co-hosted a discus-
sion panel with a 17-year-old from 
Pakistan. 

“I got chosen to be a host for 
something called a democratic 
dialogue. There were questions 
about AI and technology … every-
body thought different things.” 

Ro said the parents were also 
challenged at the assembly. Their 

task was to continue to support 
and encourage their youth to have 
a voice in their own communities. 

“Us as parents got to sit in on 
one of those dialogues, just to ob-
serve how the kids think and how 
they react,” Ro said. 

“It was quite interesting [to] 
see a 10-year-old’s answer com-
pared to a 17-year-old’s answer. A 

Avé Te Teira-King with Billund Mayor Stephanie Storbank during the Children’s General Assembly.        Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

10-year-old, they will just speak 
what is on their mind and what 
they think is right, whereas a lit-
tle bit older they’re a little more 
reserved… But it was quite mind 
blowing seeing the answers com-
ing from the younger generation.” 

Since the summit, Avé has been 
pondering ideas to make a differ-
ence in Thames. 

Her first action was to hold 
a presentation at Mātai Whetū 
marae on October 25, explaining 
what she learned in Billund. May-
or Len Salt attended the presenta-
tion, and Ro said he offered Avé 
a “mayoral mentorship” on the 
spot. 

“You can tell he’s really sup-
portive of the rangatahi around 
Hauraki,” Ro said. 

“So [that’s] something in 2024 
she can work towards. She’s had a 
bit of a break since then - it was six 
months of hard slog, three-hour 
workshops. Getting up [at 12am] 
and doing a three hour workshop 
is quite full-on for a 10-year-old, 
the commitment was huge.” 

Nicely refreshed from the 
Christmas break, Avé is now 
ready to get involved with some 
community youth projects. 

“Because it’s also about giving 
back,” Ro said.

“We need to do a massive thank 
you to the community who got 
behind her with fundraising, and 
this is how she can give back to 
her own community. 

But she can’t do that by herself, 
she’s only 10. We’ve gotta have a 
bit of an army behind her.” 
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Memories made during Coro holiday season

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

An almost endless stream of 
vehicles flowed through the 

Thames Valley during the 1938 
summer holiday season. Roads 
were thronged with cars, cara-
vans, trailers, lorries, motorcycles 
and bicycles. 

Camping gear, tents and blan-
kets were prominent among the 
luggage piled high on carriers and 
back seats. The great variety of 
design in caravans and tents was 
breathtaking. Huge caravans, in 
size rivalling and even outclassing 
the big modern cars, were now the 
acme of comfort and luxury - fit-
ted with all manner of conveni-
ences, radio, cooking apparatus, 
bunks, armchairs, settees, and 
tables. 

A very popular form of shel-
ter was the tent fly on two poles 
opening on to the parked car. This 
provided cover for sleepers, din-
ers or loungers, and was very eas-
ily erected or dismantled. More 
people now had motor vehicles 
and very few were willing to stay 
at home if they could get away 
for even two or three days, while 
one day picnics were very popular 
with dairy farmers’ families who 
had to consider the tie of the cows. 

New Year 1930, Waihi 
Beach. Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

The Thames coast, Whitianga 
and Waihī beach, Paeroa and the 
Hauraki Plains also carried a large 
quota of local holidaymakers.

One who had discovered the 
delights of peninsula camping 
around ten years earlier was the 
legendary outdoorsman and nov-
elist Zane Grey who made Mercury 
Bay his deep sea fishing headquar-
ters in 1928, returning for several 
years thereafter. 

He established a camp 
about nine miles from  Mercu-
ry Bay wharf on a terrace shaded 
by giant pōhutukawa trees. In 
his inimitable drawl he told a 
Thames Star reporter “I’ve had 
a simply wonderful time at  Mer-
cury Bay. The fishing ground there 

is, I think, the best in the world.” 
As well as his deep sea fishing par-
ties, Grey indulged in photography 
and filming. In 1933 he intended 
to make a film of the great leap-
ing mako shark which had yet to 
be adequately photographed. He 
had a very up to date movie cam-
era and a telephoto model capable 
of recording scenes at great dis-
tances.

Thrillingly, several men 
from  Hollywood  came with him. 
But in 1933 Zane Grey’s party sud-
denly broke camp. This was un-
derstood to be due to bad weather 
although there were rumours that 
other factors influenced it. 

He never returned to Mercury 
Bay. His swashbuckling manner 

did not always go down well with 
locals but he did more to promote 
New Zealand big game fishing 
than any other angler.

Promoting Coromandel was 
on the county council’s agenda in 
1942. A scheme was outlined for 
publicising the  Peninsula with a 
view to attracting factory and oth-
er city workers to Coromandel for 
their Christmas break. Coroman-
del was only 40 miles by sea from 
Auckland and was an ideal place 
for a few days’ rest and change. 

The new launch Maretana 
would run daily through the holi-
days. Beautiful camping grounds 
were available all over the coun-
ty, and the time seemed oppor-
tune to make it known.

First-class hotel accommoda-
tion was also available. A coun-
cil representative was instruct-
ed  to  go  to  Auckland and start 
preliminary arrangements for the 
campaign. Slides were screened 
in city picture theatres and short 
talks given over the radio.

A ‘Health Holiday’ was the 
tempting tag line used at Waihī 
Beach in 1938. Billed as being 
on the ‘beautiful health restoring 
coast, it boasted it had the fin-
est beach in New Zealand. Waihī 
Beach featured a remodelled mo-
tor camp, lit by electricity, with 
good water and a store that re-
newed fresh stocks of food daily. 

There were four hard tennis 
courts and ideal surfing condi-
tions watched over by a vigilant 
surf club patrol. Surf boards and 
surf-o-planes were for hire. There 
was a movie twice weekly and a 
nightly dance at the Cabaret which 
promised fun and all the holi-
day health giving benefits of soft 
drinks, chocolates and cigarettes.

In Brief
FATAL CRASH VICTIM NAMED
Police have named the man who 
died in a crash on the Thames 
Coast Rd, State Highway 25, on 
January 2. He was 32-year-old 
Eli Boyd Wallace, from Auckland. 
Enquiries into the circumstances 
of the crash are ongoing, but 
Police earlier said Emergency 
services were called to the 
scene at about 3.25am after a 
car reportedly hit a power pole 
and crashed into the water near 
Russek Rd. To assist with the 
ongoing investigation, people can 
call 105.

NEW THAMES BRAND REVEALED
The opportunity to “explore 
interesting” is the theme behind 
the new Thames town branding 
that was launched recently. 
A new website, managed by 
Thames Business Association, 
aims to showcase the area’s 
history, highlight events of 
interest, and feature business 
directories of where to eat, shop, 
stay and what to do. A steering 
group consisting of Thames-
Coromandel District Council, the 
Thames Business Association, 
Ngāti Maru, and other key 
organisations has overseen 
the project. The branding and 
signage planning has been 
largely funded by a $50,000 
grant from the Ministry of Social 
Development. In addition, 
Thames Community Board has 
contributed $10,000 towards 
new information signboards 
and $7,000 for social media 
marketing.
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Revitalised Thames Youth Centre reopens 
The Thames Youth Centre is 

undergoing a seachange, and 
new board members Jacinda 
Karaitiana and Kesian Paymani 
are inviting the community to get 
involved.

The centre has been a part of 
Thames’ social fabric for decades, 
hosting bluelight discos, dances, 
and other youth-focused activi-
ties. In recent years the charita-
ble trust which runs it has held 
regular events and activities for 
youth aged 11-24, from choir and 
Dungeons and Dragons games, to 
after school programmes and art 
workshops. Early in 2023 though, 
the centre closed its doors, al-
though the trust remained active 
on the charities register. 

“The manager left a while ago, 
and then it has just been dor-
mant, so there wasn’t really a 
board happening,” Jacinda told 
the Profile. 

“I used to come here when I was 
younger for different things and it 
was cool, I’ve got cool memories 
of this building.” 

When Jacinda and Kesian 
heard the centre needed new 
management, they were quick to 
put their hands up. It’s just a tem-
porary appointment, they said; 
their aim is to set the centre up 
for ongoing success as an inde-
pendent community asset with a 
permanent board. 

“We want it to be diverse and we 
want [the board] to have different 
people who work in youth spaces. 
So we’re in the stages of … getting 
our vision together for where it’s 

going to head. It’s going to be dif-
ferent to how it’s previously been 
run though - more of a community 
centre than an individual kaupapa 
[programme],” Jacinda said. 

“We want to hold the reins for 
now until we can get enough peo-
ple invested in it, but we’re not re-
ally keen to be in charge of it, just 
making sure that it gets a good 
flow and a good process going and 
it’s actually got longevity, because 
it’s not good if it falls over every 
time someone leaves the board.” 

Already, the pair have had sev-

eral expressions of interest, and 
late in October, they began the 
mahi with a working bee to clear 
the centre out. 

“So many people have been 
keen to help out, which has been 
really awesome,” Kesian said. 

“[We had a] skip from Coastal 
Bins, we’ve had whole whanau 
come down and help us clear the 
last bit. 

“Christina Lynch [from] Mums 
Get it Done offered to come and 
clean the whole place.” 

While the pair are aiming for 

a grand opening in April or May, 
they plan to renovate the space 
first.  

“We want to paint it all, and 
then we want to redo the bath-
rooms, get better lighting and 
make it warmer. Just give it a little 
bit of love,” Jacinda said. 

“It’s gotta look nice. We work 
with kids; they want stuff where 
they can … do tik-toks in front of 
a wall or something, so we want it 
to be aesthetic for them to want to 
come here.”

Also on the to-do list is finding 

funding and people with the rel-
evant know-how. 

“We have an email if anyone 
wants to help us,” Kesian said.  

“Not even money, just time, or 
expertise. I’m keen to see it up and 
running but you know, it’s a lot on 
top of what we’re already doing so 
it’s a balancing job.”
DETAILS: To get involved with 
Thames Youth Centre, email Jacinda 
at thamesyouthcentre@gmail.com. 

Kesian Paymani and Jacinda 
Karaitiana want to bring the 

currently dormant Thames Youth 
Centre back to its glory days.        

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Efficient convenient prescrip�on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor�ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

ARTART
EXEEEXXXXXHIBITIONHHHHIBITIOOOOONNNN

byby

AAngela Brutnallngela Bruuuuutttnnnaaallllll
CROSBY GALLERYCCCRRROOOSSSBBBYYY GALLERY
JANUARY 2024JJJAAANNNUUUAAAAARRRRYYYY 222000222444
2n2222nnnnd to 30thdddd tttto 333000ttthhh

10am -10am - 3pm3pm

Paeroa Society of ArtsPPPaaeroa Society of Arts
109 Normanby Road11109 Normanby Road

PaeroaPaeroa
opposite Paeroa Four Squareopposite Paeroa Four Square

At the fire truck is Kererū, the junior class.						                Photos: SUPPLIED

Tylah checks out the visiting police car.

Corbijn holds a medal with great care.

Heath was all smiles at the event.

Career week 
sparks passions
St Joseph’s School in Paeroa held a Careers Week last term. Its 
aim was to broaden horizons and spark passions, and also to 
provide positive role models for tamariki (children). “It was a 
fantastic week with many people from all walks of life connecting 
with our children,” principal Emalene Cull said. “As an educator, it 
was a true privilege to be able to see our learners light up speaking 
to people who share their interests. Seeing our dino/fossil-
mad kids meet a palaeontologist, our artists meet an artist with 
paintings all over the world, our sports kids meet Olympians and 
hold a gold medal, our kids who dream of being a police officer sit 
in the driver’s seat of a police car, our kids who dream of being a 
firefighter helped into the gear by a firefighter... and more.”

Kahu passes an impressive police vest to Amy.
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Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Happy New Year
from Snowden’s Menswear.

Great range of John Lennon shirts.

Long sleeves $169, Short Sleeves $149

crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Slicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Swamp Foxes donate $16k to Goldfields School
Building a strong friendship 

with students and staff at 
Goldfields School is important 
for the Thames Valley Swamp 
Foxes, who donated $16,200 to 
the school on December 15.

Swamp Fox Coach David 
‘Harry’ Harrison, who present-
ed the cheque at the school’s fi-
nal assembly, said it was amaz-
ing to see what the school had 
done with previ-
ous Swamp Fox 
donations.

“Seeing the li-
brary, seeing the 
van, seeing all the 
things, the pool - 
it’s amazing,” he 
said.

“I hope this 
helps again, and 
we’ll be back. 

“We’re definitely not stop-
ping, we love it.”

The Swamp Foxes raised the 
money by auctioning off rugby 
jerseys the team had played in 
against Ngāti Porou East Coast 
on September 30.

“We got a win that day, which 
I’m sure added some value to 
them [the jerseys].”

Harry said the special thing 
about the jerseys was the Gold-
fields School logo printed on 
the back, “so it was with us eve-
ry game, everywhere we went, 
that was really special to us as 
a team”.

On the field, Harry said: “we 
want to be as successful as pos-
sible”, but off the field, commu-
nity was “a big thing” for the 
Swamp Foxes. 

“This connection with Gold-
fields School is such an impor-
tant part of our community.

“We want to inspire our peo-
ple to want to watch us play 
rugby. That’s a big part of it.”

Harry said spending time at 
the school was something real-

ly valuable to him 
and the team, and 
an annual visit to 
see the kids had 
become part of 
their pre-season 
camp.

“When you ac-
tually form those 
connections and 
you see kids and 

staff - you’ve got a bond,” he 
said.

The students had started rec-
ognising the team colours and 
some of the team members, he 
said.

“Players that have been in the 
team [for] a few years recog-
nise the students, which is re-
ally cool. They feel comfortable 
being here,” he said.

Goldfields School principal 
Cameron McKenzie said two 
rugby jerseys donated to the 
school were “the right size for 
us to gift to our leavers” during 
the assembly.

The relationship between 

the school and the players had 
become “more organic, more 
natural”, and that some of the 
students weren’t just rugby 
fanatics but “more like actual 
Swamp Fox fanatics”, he said.

“It’s recognition that we’re 
part of the community, and 
that we’re an important part of 
the community and they make 
us feel important,” he said.

“That’s probably the best 
part.”

RIGHT: Goldfields School students 
share a final waiata for their fellow 

student leavers.

“This connec-
tion with Gold-
fields School is 
such an impor-
tant part of our 

community.”
- David Harrison

Coach David ‘Harry’ Harrison, right, presents Cameron McKenzie with the donation.            Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA



08 THE VALLEY PROFILE, January 10, 2024		   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines
& Equipment, Effluent &

Irrigation Systems,
Filtration & Purification,

andWater Pump Supplies &
Installations.

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

A Whangamatā doctor has 
been acknowledged with a 

Queen’s Service Medal for his 
services to rural health in this 
year’s New Year Honours.

Dr Michael Miller has been 
a general practitioner in 
Whangamatā for 33 years, ad-
vocating for improved health 
outcomes for patients living in 
rural communities.

Dr Miller acquired the 
Whangamatā Medical Cen-
tre in 1990, developing it into 
the town’s first purpose-built 
medical facility which opened 
in 1995. 

As clinical lead, he expanded 
and improved the medical ser-
vices available to the commu-
nity by establishing modern, 
integrated primary health care 
services at the practice. 

In 2005, he founded 
Whangamatā Community 
Health, a charitable trust, 
which raised funding for radi-
ology and ultrasound services 
to be delivered locally. 

He successfully secured ad-
ditional funding for after-hours 
medical care and the establish-

ment of primary care beds in 
the town’s aged residential care 
facility. 

He has been a strong advo-
cate for the provision of com-
prehensive 24/7 care and the 
training of medical students, 
postgraduate doctors and GP 
registrars in rural practice. 

He was a founding member 
and treasurer of the Rural Gen-
eral Practice Network and the 
rural electorate representative 
of the Royal New Zealand Col-
lege of General Practitioners 
Council.

He has been a member of 
several GP and rural advisory 
groups, including the Pinnacle 
PHO management group and 
Midland Health Network rural 
advisory group. 

Dr Miller champions the use 
of point of care ultrasound in 
primary care for rural commu-
nities in particular.

The 2024 New Years Hon-
ours list acknowledges a wide 
range of people serving their 
communities, and recognises 
those who have achieved some-
thing special.

New Year Honour 
for doctor’s rural 
health services

A Waikato farmer has been 
convicted on two charges 

and fined $70,000 in Te Awa-
mutu District Court for the un-
lawful discharge of dairy efflu-
ent into the environment and 
contravention of an Abatement 
Notice.

The charges relate to an in-
cident on a Waitakaruru dairy 
farm in September, 2020.

Douglas Villers Torr was sen-
tenced by district court Judge 
Brian Dwyer on December 12, 
following a defended hearing 
in November and a failed appli-
cation for a discharge without 
conviction.

His conviction on two charg-
es under the Resource Manage-

ment Act was as a result of a 
prosecution taken by Waikato 
Regional Council.

Responding to a complaint 
on September 12, 2020, coun-
cil officers conducted a compli-
ance inspection at Torr’s farm 
property and found him in the 
process of pumping out the 
contents of his effluent pond on 
to a paddock using a stationary 
irrigator. 

He told the officers he had 
been irrigating effluent in the 
same paddock for a number of 
days.

Mr Torr was causing sig-
nificant ponding of thick ef-
fluent sludge and liquid over a 
wide area. This activity posed 

a threat of contamination to 
groundwater and also contra-
vened an Abatement Notice 
that had been served on Torr in 
2017 following an earlier dairy 
effluent related offence.

“This has been a particularly 
disappointing case,” said Wai-
kato Regional Council compli-
ance manager Patrick Lynch.

“Mr Torr has simply not ac-
cepted that his actions posed a 
real risk of contaminating the 
environment. He ignored the 
very clear warning he had been 
given in 2017 and then required 
a lengthy court case, where ex-
pert witnesses were needed, to 
give evidence to establish this 
risk.”

Effluent discharge results in $70k fine 
The ponding of effluent following irrigation. 		                                                                           Photo: SUPPLIED/WRC

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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027 654 0915
graham@waikatotractors.co.nz

Contact
Graham Sara

www.waikatotractors.co.nz

Waikato Tractors Ltd

2020 HORSCH PRONTO 6M

Very tidy drill having only done about
5000ha on light land. PPF fertiliser

system with loading auger.

GILTRAPMSX100
SIDELIFT

Sound wagon. 10 cube sidefeed with
sidelift system for feeding into high
troughs. Whole wagon lifts up and

sideways. Rare to find these

MCHALE FUSION 1
Tidy machine for its age, ideal for farmer

doing his own silage.
63307 bales and has been recently working.

Chains are tight, pickup tines, cams and
augers all very tight.

Decent 560 tyres. Priced to sell.

Autocommand. FL&PTO. 50k. Very
tidy one owner tractor. This is the

most powerful in the short
wheelbase configuration.

2018 NEWHOLLAND
T7.225

DUNCAN 3M ROLLER
DRILL

Very tidy Duncan Roller drill with deep
vee rings and scrapers. Transport

wheels, road lights. Done very little
work.

2014 John Deere
6140R

Very tidy machine with
DirectDrive gearbox, Weights

650/65r38
4750 hrs.

Dyna 6
excellent 650 tyres , 4020 hrs, Very tidy,
3 spools, Power beyond, Trailer brakes,

Cab susp

MASSEY FERGUSON
7715

0.99%
FINANCE

OFFER ENDS, END OF DECEMBER

G- SERIES
115-135 HP

BEST MONUVERABILITY IN ITS CLASS

ELECTRIC LOADER JOYSTICK

ROOF WINDOW IS STANDARD

GET YOU HANDS ON THE PERFECT LOADER

TRACTOR

$89,900 + GST $19,000 + GST $84,500 + GST

$100,000 + GST$9,900 + GST$39,000 + GST$159,000 + GST

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW GILTRAP T37-08
8 tonne HYD Tip Trailer

c/w steel tail door, auto gate latch, LED lights

$29,000 +GST

$31,450 +GST

NEW Duncan Eco Seeder
Trailed 18 run complete with disc openers

$34,690 +GST

DUNCAN ECO SEEDER
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Creating lasting, positive childhood memories.

Our small, welcoming school community encourages and enables
students to celebrate growth and success in an inclusive

and innovative environment.

Did you know that we are one of the oldest schools in the region (est
1878), rich with history and an honourable legacy of learning?

Our vision and passion are to create a positive educational
environment, inspiring lifelong learners with confidence to embrace

their uniqueness, making lasting connections with peers, local
community, and the world around them.

Life is about learning, inside and outside, in every place and every
context. If we’re not inside learning literacy and numeracy, you’ll find

us by the river exploring and applying our learning.

Our local awa (river) creates a unique learning environment
where tamariki are immersed in hands-on outdoor learning

experiences fostering values such as exploration,
problem solving, discovery, collaboration, Tikanga Māori,

environmental education and action.

Our dedicated teaching and support teams provide
individualised learning pathways, bringing all children

into the learning mindset, even when they don’t realise it
themselves.

Each child has their own unique strengths and challenges – let
us help your child be happy and fulfilled at school as we

work with whānau to model
our “be TRUE” values:“be TRUE” values:

Trust,Trust,
Respect,Respect,

UnderstandingUnderstanding
and Equity.and Equity.It would be my honour to meet you and your child or

children for a school visit or chat.
Ngā mihi nui, Lydia Lester - Principal
Enrolments available now for 2024,

start date: 7th February.
Visit: https://www.puririschool.com
Email: principal@puriri.school.nz

Call: 07 8681031

Te Kura O Awa
River School

Dive Into Learning
At Pūriri School

Student Life
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Small school, big heart at Pūriri 
The heart of our little school is a community 

of learning, creating a safe environment 
where everyone has a sense of belonging and 
achievement.  

After 17 years in the education sector, 
working in large, medium and small settings, 
I have now settled in as a principal of a small, 
rural school. 

This has put me in a privileged position, to 
see the unique strengths of these remarkable 
institutions. 

At a small school everyone knows each oth-
er by name. Every teacher works with every 
child. We can take careful, personalised ap-
proaches, reorienting and retooling the ma-
terial for each child, tailoring the curriculum 
to the needs of the individual.

Everyone helps, everyone leads. The older 
kids consolidate their learning by sharing with 
the younger ones; the younger kids give the 
elder the privilege of mentoring and the skills 
of patient, gentle correction. We are a family, 
in our small circle, everybody wins.

Smaller schools look and feel like their com-
munity, woven into the local context.

The same close knit environment that al-
lows teachers to know all the children offers 
that same visibility and interactions with the 
community that surrounds them.

Whether coming in to read a book or dig-
ging a long jump pit for athletics day, whānau, 
neighbours and locals all play their part.

It takes a village, the saying goes, and con-
necting with our community is key. At Pūriri 
School, parents, teachers and students work 
together to achieve the best outcomes, eve-
ryone has a voice. All ages and stages inter-
sect and assist in the task of raising and train-
ing our children.

Ehara toa i te toa takitahi, engari, he toa 
takitini. My success is not that of a single per-
son but instead the strength of many.

Talk to us about how we might work for 
your family.

-Supplied by Pūriri School 
principal Lydia Lester

Pūriri School principal 
Lydia Lester.

Photo: SUPPLIED
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Waitakaruru School
At Our School we haveAt Our School wwwee havvvee
• PPosititivve Behaviour for Learning programme • Opportunities to improve
tee rreo maori and learn about our local histories • A Sustainability Focus

•• Passionate teachers who all are child centred • A family vibe where we look out for eeaach ootthher

We are a School thatWWWe are a School that
• Has a rural outlook • Uses technology to improve our engagement of learningg
• Support all learners • Builds strong relationships with our students
• Has strong links to our community

School start date Friday 2nd February 2024
New enrolments and Stationery pick up is Wednesday 31st January (9am-2pm)

Or phone us to come for a visit. More details on website

Waitakaruru School
Canal West Road,
Waitakaruru RD 6 Thames 3576

E: admin@waitakaruru.school.nz
W: www.waitakaruru.school.nz

P: 07 867 3155

Back to School Dates
Term 1: 30th January – 12th April
· 30th January – 5th February: TEACHER ONLY DAYS

(school closed for students)

· 6th February: Waitangi Day (Public Holiday)

· 7th February: Years 8-13 start

· All students to meet in the hall at the start of school

· Buses will run normal time morning and afternoon

· 9th February: Year 7s start (powhiri)

· Year 8-13 go to Ako class at start of school

· All Year 7s and any new students to assemble at the front of
the school at 8.45am for powhiri

UNIFORM SUMMER HOURS
January 22nd, 23rd & 24th: 2.00pm - 5.00pm

January 25th & 26th: 9.00am - 12.00pm
January 30th, 31st & February 1st: 2.00pm - 5.00pm

February 7th & 8th: 8.00am – 10.00am

Student Life
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Family involvement, 
community connection
What truly sets Thames Coast Commu-

nity Kindergarten apart from others 
is its innovative approach to fostering fam-
ily involvement and community connec-
tions.

The not-for-profit and community run 
kindergarten’s shorter sessions are a 
unique feature, specifically designed for 
caregivers and children aged 0-3 years to 
engage in play together under the supervi-
sion of experienced kaiako (teachers). 

This initiative, held twice a week, encour-
ages parents, caregivers, grandparents to 
actively participate in their child’s early 
learning journey.

During these sessions, parents have the 
opportunity to play alongside their little 
ones, creating a special bond while simul-
taneously building friendships with other 
parents. 

The presence of fully qualified teachers 
ensures a supportive environment where 
caregivers can gain valuable insights into 
their child’s development. 

This distinctive approach transforms the 
kindergarten into more than just an educa-
tional institution; it becomes a community 
hub where families come together to share 
experiences and support one another.

The chairwoman of the parent commit-
tee attests to the impact of these morning 
sessions. 

“I have made such wonderful connec-
tions and friendships because of my time 
spent at kindy with my children on those 

morning sessions,” she said.
“I liken it to a play centre set up but with 

qualified teachers there to help your focus 
on your child’s development as you interact 
with them in their learning environment. 

“It also means that when the little one is 
ready for big-kids’ sessions, the transition 
is seamless!”

This testimonial highlights the kindergar-
ten’s commitment not only to education 
but also to creating a space where families 
can forge lasting connections and actively 
contribute to their children’s growth and 
development. 

Thames Coast Community Kindergarten 
stands out as a beacon of community-
oriented early childhood education, em-
phasizing the importance of collaborative 
learning experiences for both parents and 
children.
DETAILS: The Kindergarten operates as an 
All Day centre five days per week, Monday 
to Friday. Two of those days, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, are split into two individual 
sessions. On these days we provide ses-
sions for young children (0-3 years) and 
their  parents, caregivers, grandparents, 
followed by a session for the older chil-
dren (3-6 years).

- Supplied by Thames Coast 
Community Kindergarten

PICTURED RIGHT: It’s all fun, games and lots 
of learning at the Thames Coast Community 

Kindergarten.
Photo: SUPPLIED
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721 Pollen St, Thames (Rose Cottage)
Mon - Fri 9am to 5pm

Twice Monthly clinics in Ngatea,
Te Aroha, Whangamata & Whitianga

littlefootpodiatry.co.nz
020 41941399 - littlefootpodiatry@gmail.com

HOW AR E YOUR EAR S ?
I t c h y, B lo c k e d , R i n g i n g ?

107 Sealey St Thames
Ph: 07 868 3250
Or book online at

www.earhealth.co.nz

Our experienced registered nurses provide
Micro suction of ear wax and debris
Management of ear infections
Removal of foreign objects from ear canal

Adults $55 Children $35
• No referral required
• ACC and Veteran Affairs approved

Thames is every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Paeroa is every second Friday







Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Start 2024 with a positive mindset
Did you set health and fitness goals in 

January 2023 but somehow never got 
around to achieving them?

Did every Monday start with awesome in-
tentions and hope but by Wednesday those 
hopes were dashed because you couldn’t 
quite stick to anything?

Are you fed up with the ‘I’ll start again to-
morrow or Monday’ syndrome?

We all know what to do when it comes 
to getting healthy and losing weight. But 
somewhere between the knowing and the 
doing, there is a disconnect.

Please stop wasting time! Your health is 
your most precious asset and the choices 
that you make today count towards your 
healthier future. An ounce of prevention is 
better than a pound of cure.

Book your annual WOF. Order blood tests 
so you know where your cholesterol, blood 
sugars and inflammation levels are. At the 
same time get your blood pressure checked 
along with any other aches and pains or lit-
tle things that have been bothering you.

Once you know where your numbers are, 
you can plan to make the lifestyle changes 
necessary to move towards a healthier 
2024.

Small changes one step at a time work 
best. If you try to make too bigger changes, 
the chances are they won’t last.

Changing from a sugary snack to a piece 
of fruit. Eating more vegetables and fewer 
processed starches. Moving from white 
bread to whole grain, white rice to basmati 
or brown, tasty cheese to Edam, chippies to 
a handful of nuts, are all small changes that 
make a huge difference over time.

Most of us look after our cars better than 
we look after our bodies! We make sure 
that we use the right fuel. We get them 
regularly serviced. We don’t leave them 
sitting in the garage for weeks and expect 

New Zealand Food Safety (NZFS) is urging you 
to keep things golden this festive season 

and summer so your whānau and friends are 
safe from foodborne illness.

“In the warmer summer months, we tend 
to eat outside, travel to enjoy picnics and bar-
becues, gather kaimoana more frequently, and 
enjoy social gatherings,” NZFS deputy director-
general Vincent Arbuckle said.

“We want everyone to spend their holidays 
enjoying their time off, rather than getting sick 
from the food they eat. The most common food-
borne illnesses in New Zealand are campylobac-
teriosis, salmonellosis and yersiniosis. 

“They all have really nasty symptoms, and 
can result in days of illness. For people who are 
elderly, very young, immunocompromised, or 
pregnant, the complications can be severe and, 
in rare cases, fatal. To help you get the most out 
of your summer, we’re sharing our top five tips 
for good food safety practices.” 

Handwashing is number one. Washing your 

hands with soap and warm water is the first line 
of defence and one of the best ways to prevent 
harmful bacteria spreading to your food. 

On the go with food? Chill it. Store foods like 
salads, meats and cheeses in a chilly bag or chilly 
bin with ice packs until needed. 

Don’t contaminate your plate – handle raw 
chicken safely. Avoid washing raw chicken be-
fore preparing it as this can spread bacteria in 
the kitchen – rather, pat chicken dry with a paper 
towel and put the towel in the bin. Always wash 
your hands with soap and warm water after 
handling raw chicken. Barbecue like a pro. Use 
separate utensils, chopping boards and plates 
for raw and cooked meat, and barbecue meat 
until it is more than 75°C all the way through.

Check before you collect kaimoana. NZFS is-
sues public health warnings when there are un-
safe shellfish biotoxin levels, advising the pub-
lic not to gather or consume shellfish. Cooking 
does not kill the toxins and eating toxic shellfish 
can make you very sick, or even be deadly.

Be off work, not off sick this summer

them to start straight away. If you had one 
car to last you a lifetime, I bet you would 
look after every little fault and ding and get 
it fixed before it became something bigger.

The same is true of our bodies; we have 
one to last a lifetime. And yet we put our 
health at the bottom of our long to do list. 

Every cell of who we are can only come 
from the food that we eat. The quality of 
our hair, skin, nails, tendons, muscles, 
bones, organs and brain can only come 
from one place and that is from what we 
choose to eat.

So start by thinking about the quality of 
your food choices.

Eat predominantly whole foods and avoid 
ultra processed foods most of the time. Eat 
to drop inflammation and promote health. 
Drink plenty of water. Move your body daily. 
Just a 20-30 minute walk is worth its weight 
in gold. Make good quality sleep a priority. 
Learn how to manage stress. Learn to work 
with your circadian rhythms and hormone 
levels.

Make 2024 your year of health!
- Supplied by Outlook 4 Life
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Kia Seltos
LX 2.0L Petrol

Features
• 2.0L DOHC MPI D-CVVT Petrol Engine
• Intelligent Variable Transmission (IVT)
• Front Wheel Drive
• 16” Alloys
• 5 Star ANCAP Rating (2019 Standard)
• Autonomous Emergency Braking with
Car & Pedestrian Detection

• Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist
• Driver Attention Alert
• Rear Seat Occupant Alert
• Tyre Pressure Monitoring System
• Front & Rear Parking Sensors

• Rearview Camera with Dynamic Guidelines
• Halogen Projection Front Headlights
• 8” Colour LCD Touchscreen
• Supervision Basic Digital Cluster
• Wireless Apple CarPlayTM & Android AutoTM
• Privacy Glass

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

$ 29,990
SRRP

+ORC*

PROMOTION ENDS 31ST OCT, 2023

Sample image only.

MRP $32,990

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

QUALITY REDEFINED

Factory
Warranty

Kia Stonic
LX 1.4L Petrol

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 150,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and conditions apply, see kia.co.nz for full details.

Features
• 1.4L DOHC MPI D-CVVT Petrol Engine
• 6-speed Automatic
• 15” Alloys
• 6 Airbags
• Forward Collision Avoidance Assist – Car / Pedestrian / Cyclist
• Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist
• Driver Attention Alert
• Rear Parking Sensors

• Rearview Monitor with Dynamic Guidelines
• LED Daytime Running Lights
• Halogen Bi-Function Projection Headlights with Static
Bending Light

• 8” Touchscreen Infotainment
• 4.2” TFT LCD Colour Supervision Instrument Cluster
• Wireless Apple CarPlayTM & Android AutoTM

$ 25,990 +ORC*
$ 2
MRP

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

QUALITY REDEFINED

Factory
Warranty

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• Office • Sleep Outs
• Extra Accommodation

• Storage • Study
• Farm Accommodation

Available in 2 colours
10 sqm - Fully welded
galvanised steel frame

Marine Ply floor,
insulated walls & roof

3 double power points, COC,
interior/exterior light

VIC’S CABINS
WAIKATO

021 0271 6857

cabins for sale

scrap vehicles

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

electrical inspector

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

plumber

CALL THE EXPERTS

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Professional Trade Services is Hauraki’s 
largest local trade service provider in 

Paeroa for all residential, commercial and 
insurance work. 

PTSNZ holds all the pre-qualification 
certifications required for working with all 
major body corporates, real estate agen-
cies, insurance companies, government 
housing, and other programmed mainte-
nance facilities. 

PTSNZ administrate and carry out a va-
riety of quality work per day throughout 
the Hauraki and surrounding regions.

This is achievable through using the lat-
est software management programs, our 

comprehensive health and safety proce-
dures, experienced office managers and 
support staff, along with qualified trades 
people.

PTSNZ chief executive Muz Hintz is 
proud of the positive team culture that ex-
ists. Come on down to our centrally-locat-
ed modern and inviting offices to discuss 
your needs.

Meet our friendly and creative team to 
help you with designing your needs. Check 
us out online at: www.ptsnz.com, or like 
us on Facebook and Instagram, call in to 
our office at 3 Coronation St, Paeroa, or 
Free Call us on 0800 088 001.

Call PTSNZ for summer needs
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CALL THE EXPERTS
Storage

Trades & Services

Storage

Church Notice

Handyman 

Public Notice 

Public Notice 

Handyman 

Handyman 

Painter 

Situation Vacant
Situation Vacant

Situation Vacant

For Lease

Raffle Results

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Health

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, weld-
ing, waterblasting. 
Work is good quality 
and I will not attempt 
to work outside of 
my skills. Insured. 
Dennis Schuler 022 
129 0169

Situation Vacant

Situation Vacant

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. 
Call Trev 027 4076966

Last month’s winner of  the lotto ticket was Shona 
Bills, who found Pete in the December 13th edition 

in the Snowden’s Menswear advert. 
Go to page 2 for details on how to enter.

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

DEADLINEDEADLINE
We can take your classified ads

 anytime before 12pm Mondays
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Qualified Mechanic Wanted 
Immediate start. 

Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

or phone  027 227 1121

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Handyman Services
• Waihi and 

surrounding   areas
• Building maintenance 

and repairs
• Mobile - Grant 

027 333 8331
• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

Paeroa Bowling Club 
Christmas Raffle 

1st Prize:
Christmas Hamper  
#48 John Strange

2nd Prize: 
$100 note and Artwork  

#2 Noeline Posselt
Drawn under 

Police Supervision.

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Plains Healing 
Centre

Since 1989 now in 
Paeroa as 

Romoco 
Wellness. 

Gentle therapeutic 
manipulation as per 

Harley Blows
07 862 9167

Stockists of all major tyre brands 
Exide Batteries with 
extended warranties
Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

MOTORCYCLE SERVICE 
MANAGER

We are looking for a Motorcycle Service 
Manager to lead our busy bike workshop. 
The successful candidate will be trade 
qualified and have current Warrant of 
Fitness issuing authority. In addition, 
they may have outstanding customer 
service and time management skills, and 
demonstrated leadership skills. 
Previous experience with Suzuki, 
Kawasaki, Beta, or CF MOTO bikes would 
be advantageous, but by no means 
necessary. 

Email your CV to 
marketing@whyteline.co.nz to apply, 

or call 07 862 8783 to learn more.

Hauraki District Council 
Meetings - January 2024
Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meeting will be held 
during the month of January 2024 in the 
Council Chamber, Hauraki House, William 
Street, Paeroa unless otherwise stated.

Council
Wednesday, 31 January 2024, 9.00am

L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Woodturners Cafe 
are looking for more staff to join our team. 

Multiple positions covering front and back of 
house. Involves one weekend day per week. 

No experience necessary as we can provide full 
training for the right applicant. Contact Lorraine 

with expression of interest or 
CV bmattock48@gmail.com

 

 
Cleaner(s) 

Paeroa College 
 

We are currently hiring 1-2 part time industrious and 
physically fit members for our cleaning staff. The 

successful candidate(s) will have relevant experience and 
be committed to maintaining our attractive school 

environment. Applicants must demonstrate good time 
management and be efficient multi-taskers.   

Applications for these position(s) close on 20 January. 

Please mark “Confidential” and send or email to 
debbieg@paeroacollege.school.nz 

Attention: Executive Officer 
Paeroa College  

Te Aroha Rd, Paeroa 3673 
 

2024 Election of Trustees 
Notice To Beneficiaries Inviting Nominations

(a) Nominations for election to membership of the Trust Board.

(b) Applications for inclusion in the roll of beneficiaries.

Pursuant to section 46 of the Maori Trust Board’s Act 1955, the 
above Board hereby calls for nominations for the election of twelve 
(12) persons to membership of the Board which is divided for the 
purpose of representation into the following sections:

Ngāti Hako, Ngāti Hei, Ngāti Maru, Ngati Paoa, Patukirikiri, Ngāti 
Porou ki Harataunga ki Mataora, Ngāti Pukenga ki Waiau, Ngāti Rahiri 
Tumutumu, Ngāi Tai, Ngāti Tamaterā, Ngāti Tara Tokaanui and Ngaati 
Whanaunga. One trustee is required to represent each listed Iwi. 

The Board also calls upon such of its beneficiaries as have not already 
enrolled, being persons who have attained the age of 18 years, to 
apply to have their names, occupations and addresses included in 
the Board’s Roll of Beneficiaries.  Any enrolled beneficiary who has 
changed his or her occupation or address since he or she enrolled is 
also requested to give the Board notice thereof.

The last day for receiving nominations and applications for 
enrolment is at 5pm Monday 12 February 2024, being three months 
before the present members cease to hold office.  All nominations 
and applications for enrolment should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Hauraki Māori Trust Board, whose postal address is P O Box 33, 
Paeroa 3640 or emailed to jm@hauraki.iwi.nz.

Nomination forms can be obtained from the Hauraki Māori  
Trust Board office, 41 Belmont Road, Paeroa, or by phoning  
07 862-7521 or contacting the election helpline on 0800 666 041 or 
emailing iro@electionz.com.  The forms must be signed by at least 
5 beneficiaries who are entitled to vote in respect of the election of 
that candidate, and be accepted by the candidate, and all signatures 
witnessed by one or more other adult persons. A candidate may at 
any time withdraw his or her nomination by notice to the Board.

An election will be held by postal ballot if the number of valid 
nominations for any of the twelve iwi sections received by closing 
date exceeds the number of persons required to be elected for that 
section.

Dated at Paeroa this 10th day of January 2024

John McEnteer 
Secretary

Thames Bowling Club 
is looking for a part time 

competent person for 
kitchen and bar work.
Must be able to work 

evenings and 
some weekends.
Phone and leave 

message 07 8686107
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AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PRE 2000’S MOTORBIKE RESTORATIONS,
SPECIALIZED PAINT WORK & REPAIRS

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE 867 7195 l 027 372 4797
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

INTERMEDIATE / SENIOR ACCOUNTANTS
Are you looking for an opportunity to balance 
lifestyle while working for a professional and 
people-driven company? Would you like to explore 
opportunities to broaden your career, gain skills 
through professional development in a trusted and 
established work environment? We are seeking 
Intermediate and Senior Accountants to join our 
team at CooperAitken Ltd. in our Thames branch. 
You will need:
-	 Tertiary qualification in relevant field or 	 	
	 equivalent experience.
- 	3+ years of experience in chartered or 		
	 commercial accounting.
- 	Knowledge using Xero an advantage.
- 	Experience using alternative accounting 		
	 packages such as APS, MYOB is desirable. 
What we offer:
- 	A supportive, value-driven working environment.
- 	Ongoing professional development personalised 	
	 towards your strengths and interests.
- 	Professional membership fees & training 		
	 requirements provided. 
Applications:
All applicants must have the legal ability to work 
in NZ. 
A detailed job description is available upon 
request. Please send your CV with a covering 
letter to recruitment@cooperaitken.co.nz 
Applications close Friday 2nd February 2024    

Paeroa Central School 
- 1 x Kitchen Assistant 

We seek an enthusiastic and organised person to 
join our Kitchen Team. You will assist with the pro-
vision of food preparation and other kitchen tasks 
to support the Kitchen Manager, and maintain an 
effective and efficient operation of the kitchen.

The position is for 3 x hrs/day, 15 hours per week 
(10.30 - 1.30pm)

EXPERIENCE, TRAINING 
AND QUALIFICATIONS

•	 Secondary school education (three years or 	
	 more) is highly desirable
•	 Work experience of at least 1 - 2 years.
•	 Participate in ‘Safe Food Handling Courses’ 	
	 approved by the Ministry of Education

Applications Close: 
Friday 19th January 2024 @ 5pm 

Please send CV and Cover Letter to
mona.h@paeroacentral.school.nz 

Or post to-
Paeroa Central School  
Attn: Mona Hingston  

6 Wood Street  
Paeroa 3600

PAPER RUNNER
We have a vacancy for a paper runner in 

Tararu. Immediate Start...
Please contact Geoff via email 

admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
 for more information.

Situation Vacant Situations Vacant
SPORTS

Paeroa College’s sevens team competed 
in the Condor Sevens NZ Secondary 

Schools Rugby  Championships at Mount 
Maunganui’s Blake Park in December.

This is the first time Paeroa College 
qualified for the tournament after win-
ning the Thames Valley Open Boys event. 
The team always knew it would be a hard 
ask to compete against the big schools 
from the major unions but went in with an 
amazing attitude.

“We want to compete and test ourselves 
against the best,” co-captains Ashton 
Chwesik and Cooper Morrison said.

With a less than ideal time to prepare - a 
mere two-and-a-half weeks, coupled with 
player unavailability, Paeroa went in a lit-
tle underdone but did not want to give up 
this potentially once-in-a-lifetime chance. 

They lost to Auckland’s King’s College 
41-0 and Hamilton Boys’ High School 
62-0 in the first two games but never gave 
up. This building of confidence saw them 
almost knock over Kerikeri High School, 
having opened them up with an open line 
in the last play of the game when a missed 
pass saw the winning try go begging and 
the opposition swooping to score at the 
other end. Heartbreak, losing 26-17.

The second day began with a game 

against St Bede’s College out of Christch-
urch. Again they were close until the very 
end, losing 34-17 in the last couple of min-
utes with a couple of quick tries.

Waihi College were next up and they 
copped the frustrations of the Paeroa boys 
and were beaten, giving the Paeroa side 
their first win 33-7. The final game saw 
them come up against De La Salle College 
out of Manukau, and although losing 36-
12, again they never gave up.

All in all, an amazing opportunity from a 
very young team, which included one Year 
9, three Year 10s and five Year 11 players, 
and if they do go on to qualify again, will 
set them up to be better able to compete 
against the big guns.

The support that they received from 
within the Paeroa community was amaz-
ing and they could not have done it with-
out them – HG Leach & Co Ltd, Paeroa 4 
Square, Tony Richards Toyota, BJ Mor-
rison & Associates, Jock Spinks, Waiuta 
Farms and Clogfoot Enterprises all con-
tributing, which was very much appreciat-
ed. The team would also like to thank Ste-
ven Hill, Scott Patterson, Scott Day and 
Taine Wilson for helping them prepare.

- By Gerry Bakker

Kauaeranga Music welcomes back 
The Eastern for its first gig of 

2024. 
The Eastern, last seen at Kauaeran-

ga Hall in 2018, describe themselves 
as a string band that roars like a punk 
band, that swings like a gospel band, 
that hopes like folk singers, and sings 
love songs like union songs, and 
writes union songs like love songs.

Four albums and well over 1000 
shows deep, The Eastern have played 
and toured with Fleetwood Mac, 
Steve Earle and Old Crow Medicine 
Show amongst others, ticking off 
miles, countries and 200-plus shows 
a year every year.

Having delivered four albums, The 
Eastern garnered a reputation as one 
of New Zealand’s hardest working 
and most honest to goodness band, 
one that embraced an old-fashioned 
ethic of people and shows over posts 
and playlists. 

They gather converts and friends 
wherever they or their records land. 
The rolling, rambling, spirit raising 
atmospheres they project in their 
live shows have endeared them to 

ENTERTAINMENT

Sevens squad shows 
confidence at Condors

Music’s first gig of ‘24

the hearts of many. It’s obvious they care 
about the audience as much as the songs.
DETAILS: The Eastern performing this Fri-
day, January 12 from 7.30pm at Kauaeranga 
Hall, 437 Kauaeranga Valley Rd, Thames. 
It will be an outdoor gig if weather is fine. 
Tickets: Door sales $25, pre-paid $22 txt: 
021912993 or email kauaerangahallmusic@
gmail.com

The Paeroa College sevens team that competed at the Condors comp.                Photo: SUPPLIED

NZ band The Eastern.                      Photo: SUPPLIED
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Button one’s lip, 8 Unwise, 14 Space, 15 Resemble, 16 Buskers, 17 Shaft, 18 Lot, 19 Restate,
21 Itinerary, 22 Honest, 25 Assumption, 27 Commence, 28 Floppy, 31 Volume, 33 Smitten, 34 Gibbet,
35 Lens, 37 Tie, 39 Flue, 40 Ricotta, 41 Reconcile, 42 Yelling, 43 Asbestos, 48 Heighten, 52 Chances,
56 Acetylene, 57 Creates, 58 Also, 59 Tun, 60 Ship, 61 Voyage, 62 Stealth, 63 Netted, 65 Mayhem, 66
Inactive, 68 Gingernuts, 71 Scales, 72 Voluntary, 74 Venison, 76 Sap, 79 Lithe, 80 Caution, 81 Caffeine, 83
Guide, 84 Arises, 85 Take a breather.

DOWN: 2 Useless, 3 Theft, 4 Nib, 5 Need, 6 Substantiate, 7 Ibsen, 8 Upsurge, 9 Wasp, 10 Slalom, 11 Fault,
12 Testify, 13 Detrimental, 14 Steeple, 20 Top secret, 23 Dissects, 24 Iceberg, 26 Ukulele, 27 Cathay, 29
Predict, 30 Rescue, 32 Ogles, 34 Genie, 36 Stein, 38 Snag, 43 Amass, 44 Brevity, 45 Styx, 46 Ocelot, 47
Paste, 48 Hatching, 49 Insincere, 50 Hearten, 51 Ensue, 52 Cézanne, 53 Conspicuous, 54 Scheme, 55
Belligerence, 64 Debacle, 65 Message, 67 Choices, 69 Trounce, 70 Jester, 71 Spoil, 73 Taiga, 75 Inept, 77
Pews, 78 Scab, 82 Foe.
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ACROSS
1 Shatter (5)
4 Held tightly (8)
9 Least contaminated
(6)
14 Way (5)
15 Irritate by tactless
handling (3,2,3,5,3)
17 Frighten (5)
18 Can (3)
19 Tool (7)
20 Clichéd (9)
21 Long narrow band
of colour (6)
24 Attempt (9)
25 Be indecisive (6)
26 Middle (6)
29 Very popular book
(4-6)
31 Stitched edge (3)
32 Curtains (6)
33 Obnoxious child (4)
35 Be in debt (3)
37 State of
unconsciousness (4)
39 Restore to life (9)
40 Take the place of,
supplant (9)
41 Wear away (5)
42 Excessive praise (8)
47 Flow-controlling
valve (8)
51 Cut with sweeping
strokes (5)
55 Indiscriminate
slaughter (9)
56 Correction (9)
58 Canines (4)
59 Space between (3)
60 Small whirlpool (4)

61 Origin (6)
62 Burst (3)
63 Synthetic (10)
66 Financial plan (6)
67 Diminish (6)
69 Large important
church (9)
72 Acrimonious (6)
73 Mementos (9)
75 Dressmaker’s guide
(7)
77 In favour of (3)
80 Depart (5)
81 Feeling very cold
(7,2,3,4)
82 Thrill (5)
83 Gun kick (6)
84 Infuriated (8)
85 Group of witches (5)

DOWN
2 Facial hair (9)
3 Reject with disdain (5)
5 Perjured oneself (4)
6 Destructive wind
vortex (7)
7 Nose-wipe (12)
8 Divine for water (5)
9 Remittance (7)
10 Hurry (4)
11 Sailors’ song (6)
12 Give a price for
proposed work (5)
13 Pseudonym (3,4)
14 Went to bed (7)
16 Long and severe
questioning (5,6)
22 City in Texas (6)
23 Recovery setback
(7)

24 Contestant (7)
25 Reduce in rank (6)
27 Underwater missile
(7)
28 Tyrant (6)
30 Uncommon (4)
32 Fiend (5)
34 Make fine
adjustments to (5)
36 Let fall (4)
38 Night bird (3)
42 Dietary roughage
(5)
43 Shunned (7)
44 Neaten (4)
45 Think logically (6)
46 Scope (5)
48 Puffed (3,2,6)
49 Will addition (7)
50 Gearwheel (3)
51 Abridge (7)
52 Come to pass (6)
53 Wearing glasses
(12)
54 Conception (4)
57 Meal course (6)
64 Statement to relieve
doubt (9)
65 Fabric (7)
66 Stumped (7)
68 Lettering guide (7)
70 Alerted (anag)(7)
71 Act properly (6)
72 Expansive (5)
74 Light-splitting glass
(5)
76 Forbidden (5)
78 Nil (4)
79 Abode (4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $2950.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3195.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3295.00
Outside all of these areas: $2950.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

• Two Bedroom Villas

ENQUIRE TODAY!

OUTSTANDING AGENTS | OUTSTANDING RESULTS
For any questions or to express your interest please call 0800REMAX2 or email tekauwhata@remax.co.nz

RE/MAXApex are now recruiting
You can receive:
· Excellent commission structure
· Uncapped income-earn what you are

worth
· Training and support-through our office

and nationally
· Established IT systems-office provided
We ask for:
· Positive can-do attitude
· Self-motivator
· Excellent communication and problem

solving skills


