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Merry Christmas

Santa rambles through the Ngatea Xmas 
Funday at Hugh Hayward Domain on Sunday. 

Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Christmas excitement 
was in full swing at the 
Ngatea Xmas Funday 
on Sunday. Santa 
ditched the sleigh 
and descended upon 
the Hauraki Plains 
in a yellow combine 
harvester. Kids were 
in awe as the man in 
red wandered through 
the Funday grounds, 
meeting families and 
handing out sweets. 
Funday attendees 
were treated to music, 
classic cars, food stalls, 
buskers, face painting, 
giant bubbles, fairies 
and more. 

MORE PHOTOS: P12
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           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 03
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

Incorporating the latest in Plasma Cutters, MIG,
ARC and TIG technology - Weldtech products
offer professional welding results and simple

setup for all welding requirements and skill levels.

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display advertise-
ments in The Valley 

Profile, then email admin@valley-
profile.co.nz with your full name 
and postal address, and the busi-
ness name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to go 
in the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last issue it was in the Snowden’s 
Menswear ad.

FIND US ONLINE:
www.valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 

Coromandel App 
on your smart 

phone

CONTACT US
The Valley Profile is delivered 
weekly to letterboxes in the  

Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, 
Thames, Thames Coast, plus 
bulk distribution peninsula-

wide. Our focus is 100% local 
community news. 
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Ph 0204 0944 853 
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SH25A bridge: The people’s project
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

As a vibrant sign was erected 
at the Kōpū-Hikuai rounda-

bout thanking the team behind 
the quick construction of the Ta-
parahi Bridge, a celebration was 
wrapping up in Thames.

Present was the Thames-
Coromandel district Mayor, 
Len Salt, Coromandel MP Scott 
Simpson, Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency chief execu-
tive Nicole Rosie, and a myriad 
of main players who helped re-
connect the Coromandel Penin-
sula in record time. 

“Who would have thought that 
a bridge, a bridge, a structure of 
concrete and steel, could gener-
ate such an emotional response 
for all the people the loss of the 
connection had affected? What 
it means is it’s not about the in-
frastructure,” Mayor Salt said, 
“it’s about the effect it has on 
people in the community. And it 
is emotional.”

The celebration was held on 
December 15, after a SH25A site 
visit from Prime Minister Chris-
topher Luxon, and five days be-
fore the roading network was set 
to reopen on December 20. 

Its purpose was to acknowl-
edge the people behind the pro-
ject, and it was evident on the 
day that people were the most 
valuable tool in the Taparahi 
Bridge’s construction. 

Project contract manager Ash-
ley Cooper, from Fulton Hogan, 
said he felt “a huge amount of 
pleasure and pride”. 

“The project has been an ab-
solute team effort from start to 

finish; it wouldn’t have been 
possible without the team,” he 
said. “As a team, you couldn’t 
have asked for anything better. 
Everyone was just focused... 
and the incredible support from 
the community blew everybody 
away.” 

At the former slip site, where 
the Kōpū-Hikuai Rd had been 
closed since late January, the 
feeling was much the same. Con-
struction professionals such as 
supervisor Byron Wensor, site 
engineer Taylor Auld, project 
engineer Alison Craigie, site en-
gineer Laura Gover, and site en-
gineer Pieter Ruthven were pas-
sionate about the task at hand.

CONTINUED ON P3

The now-completed Taparahi Bridge along State Highway 25A, as seen from above.                 Photo: JAMES DAVIS

Engineers Taylor Auld, far left, Pieter Ruthven, Laura Gover, and Alison 
Craigie are passionate about the task at hand.                     Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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off Euro Range*
50%

LIMITED TIME ONLY
T&C’s apply. Clearance products are while stocks last only - no orders available.
P i i i l P i & i diff b

*

off all La-Z-Boy*
50%UP TO

Summer
Savings Event

ON NOW!
ENDS DEC 31st

STORE LOGO

25% Off All Sofas & Modulars 20% Off Recliners 15% Off Lift Chairs

Euro
3 Seater with Corner Chaise

$4649*
$9299

NOW

*In Bermuda Taupe leather.
Limited stock only.

Harbor Town
Rocker Recliner

$999*
$1599

NOW

*Mahogany arms in fabric.

Mira
Rocker Recliner

$999*
$1799

NOW

*In fabric.

over

off *

40%
over

off *

35%

Clearance deals in-store WHILE STOCKS LAST!

FURNITURE & BBBEEEDDDSSS RRR UUUSSS
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

*T&C’s apply. Clearance products are while stocks last only - no orders available. Participating stores only. Prices &
promotionsmay differ between stores. Please see your nearest La-Z-Boy store for more details or go to la-z-boy.co.nznzLIMITED TIME ONLY

New
Christmas
stock
arriving
weekly

• Cushions • Jewellery • Wall Art
• Gifts• Handbags & Accessories

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

“Everyone that has been on this 
project loves what they do and 
are really good at what they do,” 
Taylor told The Profile, “and 
that’s why we’ve been able to 
build the bridge to the quality, 
and in the time, that we have.

“[People] see the finished 
project and it can be hard to un-
derstand how much time, work, 
and love goes into things like 
this; this is what we do, but it 
does take a lot of effort.”

For Taylor, the bridge con-
struction was a chance to return 
home to Thames, while Alison 
and Laura relocated from Wa-
naka to work on the project.
They’ve been residing in Thames 
for around four months and said 
they were “really surprised and 
impressed” with the town.

During his tour of the new 
bridge, Prime Minister Chris-
topher Luxon, who was joined 
by transport minister Simeon 
Brown, also commended the 
people behind the project.

“This is a project that, under 
normal times, would take any-
where from 12 to 18 months to 
get done, and it’s been done 
ahead of time, under budget, 
and it’s happened because a 
team of people have come to-
gether and have done an incred-
ible thing,” he said.

“When you talk to the work-
ers involved here, whether they 
be engineers, or abseilers trying 
to put 12-metre drills and nails 
into the side of a bank, there’s 
incredible skill.”

The project was operating 
seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day. Now that it has reopened, 
as of Wednesday, the reconnec-
tion will see holidaymakers flock 
to the likes of Whangamatā, 
Pāuanui and Hahei in time for 

the busy summer season.
“It was actually almost emo-

tional to be up [at the site]... to 
see it finished,” Coromandel MP 
Scott Simpson said. 

“When we saw it the first time, 
it was literally a gaping, moving, 
water-gushing hole that looked 
like a lunar landscape, and now 
it’s not, and I can’t wait to drive 
that piece of road very soon.”

The state highway suffered sig-
nificant damage after the North 
Island’s major storm event in 
late January.

The cost of the bridge is ex-
pected to be approximately $43 
million, well under the initial 
$50 million estimate, with an 

additional $25m spent to clear 
slips, replace the original under-
sized culvert and undertake road 
maintenance work along the rest 
of the length of SH25A.

Waka Kotahi said once the 
road opened, the area around 
the new bridge would remain an 
active worksite, and there would 
be temporary traffic manage-
ment with a speed restriction 
through the area.

It will not be safe to stop and 
sightsee on or near the bridge, 
and road users are asked to keep 
moving through the site.

CONTINUED FROM P2

A site tour and celebration with Mayor Len Salt, MPs Scott Simpson and Simeon Brown and Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, centre, acknowledges the team 
behind the Kōpū-Hikuai road reconstruction, including the new bridge, below.              Photos: KELLEY TANTAU 
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Waihi College recently celebrated their Juniors in their Sport, Service, Effort and Academic
Prizegivings. Well done to all our students who achieved their goals this year, whether small
or large, personal or public. Special congratulations to those that won our top awards. We are
looking forward to seeing you all back next year to continue on your learning journey with Waihi
College and make the most of all that it has to offer.

WAIHI COLLEGE CELEBRATES SUCCESS
JUNIOR PRIZEGIVING AND SERVICE RECOGNITIONS 2023

ACADEMIC AWARDS
Te Orokohanga Trophy
(Māori Role Model in Year 7&8)

Kaea Tane (for a
year 7-10 student)

Year 7 Effort Award Year 8 Effort AwardYear 7 Placings
1st

Year 10 Placings
1st

Lauris Nobilis
Award for
outstanding
individual
achievement

Year 9 Placings
1st

Year 8 Placings
1st2nd

2nd2nd

2nd3rd

3rd3rd

3rd

Hayden Cup for
Best All Round
Student in Year 7

Hayden Cup for
Best All Round
Student in Year 8

Effort in Year 9 Effort in Year 10

Best All Round
Year 9 Student

Best All Round
Year 10 Student

He Taonga
Whakataki Award

Year 9 Citizenship
Award

Jack Morgan
Shield for
Leadership

Year 10 Citizenship
Award

Contribution to
Music for Year 9
to 10

Te Kaihopara Rangahau
Award for a Year 9 or 10
role model

The Lauris Nobilis
Award for Outstanding
Individual Achievement

Manaakitanga
Award for a Year
9-10 student

Sharp Note Award for
Excellence in a Junior
Group Performance (Music)

Year 7 sports
person of the year

Tainui Citizenship
Award

I can, I will, I did
Award

Year 8 sports
person of the year

Rotary Service
Award for Year 7-10

Year 9 Sports
Person of the Year

Sarah Parish Cup Te Arawa
Citizenship Award

Mozart Award for
Contribution to
Music for Year 7 - 8

Year 10 Sports
Person of the Year –
the Nigel Cotter Cup

Rico
Edmonds

Ngatara
Magee

Truman
Alexander

Samara
McHardy

Brooklyn
Nicholls

Jayde
Jennett

Zoe-Beth
Naisby

Sami
Hug

Daria
Galey

Kate
Goodwin

Rian
Morgan

Samuel
Cornes

Travis
Nagel

Tayha
Lysaght

Max
Morley

Johnathan
Stronach

Kimberley
Boldero

Isla
Freeman

Eli
Townsend

Kyla
Muir

Stella
Shave

Aaliyah
Hill

Max
Morley

Mahana
Magee

Jessica
Yeh

Zoe-Beth
Naisby

Alexis
Hughes

Cade
Tucker

Rylee
Morgan

Rylee
Morgan

Rylee
Morgan

Maeva
Ainsley

Lucy
McKenna

Jack
Carpenter

Thierry
Smith

Tahlia
Mudford

Tessa
Menary

Mateo
Coll

Anakah
Lewis

Jaylah
Rolleston

April
Telekolio

Tahlia
Bagnall

Daniel
Parker

Rylee
Morgan

Aidan Butler Services to Sport, Waihi Beach Lifeguard Service
Aliya Smith Leo’s
Alex Maitland Services to Sport
Alexis Hughes Services to School, Services to Netball
Anakah Lewis Leo’s
Ari Pillai Services to Sport
Beau Fitzgibbon Services to Sport
Brooklyn Frewin Coaching
Celeste Rush Services to Sport
Chace Tawhiti Services to Sport
Charlize Moore Services to Sport
Chenelle de Lange Services to School
Connor Peters Hall Tech, Services to School
Dakota Cardie Services to Sport
Emma Beaumont-Simpson Services to School
Gracie Tempelmeyer Services to Sport
Hannah Bismark Services to Sport
Harlem Field-Hargreaves Services to Sport
Jack Carpenter Services to Sport
Jackson Howard Services to Sport
Jayce Phillips Services to Sport
Jazmine Jones Services to School

Kobe Phillips Services to Sport
Libby Sammons Services to School
Lilly-Grace Naisby Services to School
Mace Harries Services to Sport
Malea Hutchins Services to Sport
Max Morley Services to School, Waihi Beach Lifeguard Service
Mitchell Paynter Services to Sport
Nevaeh Vautier Services to Sport
Nivek Smith Services to Sport
Paitoa Peka Services to Sport
Palace O’Brien Services to Sport
Peke-Tupaea Ropiha Services to Sport
Peter Brimmer Services to Sport
Reese Neame Services to School
Rico Edmonds Services to Sport
Rylee Morgan Services to Sport
Stella Shave Services to School
Tai Baker Services to Sport
Tate Randell Hall Tech, Services to School
Trent Ewing Services to Sport
Zoe Shave Services to School

Service is a huge part of Waihi College. The College proudly boasts many students who serve either the school or
community, or often both, in a multitude of ways. This year, the following students were celebrated for all they do to help
make Waihi a great community.

Junior Service Recognitions
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2011 Holden Epica
2.5Lt Auto, NZ New,

Value Family Car

$6,990

2014 Holden Cruze
SRi-Z

Top Spec, NZ New

$11,990

2010 Suzuki SX 4
6 Spd Manual, Tow Bar,

Roof Racks, Top Condition

$8,990

2017 Holden Captiva
7 Seater, 4WD,

Great Condition, 127kms

$14,990
2013 Ford Fiesta Trend

Auto, 1.5Lt, NZ New with Leather

$10,990

2015 Kia Pro-Ceed GT
6 Speed Manual, Turbo, Special Car

$13,990

2010 Nissan Serena
2.0Ltr, People Mover,

118kms, 8 Seater

$11,990

2009 Toyota Vellfire
2.4Lt Auto, Big 7 Seater,
Immac Cond, Low Km

$14,990

Residents disappointed in a 
proposed quarry development 

in the Waitawheta Valley have 
now launched a petition, calling on 
Hauraki District and Waikato Re-
gional councils to refuse to grant 
resource consent.

Steve Erickson and Llyod Mer-
cer live close to the proposed 
quarry, south-west of Waihī, and 
earlier told The Profile that quarry 
owners, HG Leach, had “brought 
the fight” to their side.

They said the development 
would lower property values, have 
environmental repercussions, and 
create noise and visual impacts.

Steve also said there were “at 
least four rare and threatened spe-
cies that live in the area”, including 
the long tailed bat, Hochstetter’s 
frog, Te Aroha stag beetle, and 
striped skink.

“The Waitawheta is a beautiful 
river starting in bush, and close to 
Auckland and other main centres. 
It’s one of the cleanest rivers in the 
North Island which provides the 
water town supply for Paeroa,” he 
said.

“We are very concerned there 
will be serious risk to water quality 
and environmental damage if the 
quarry goes ahead.”

In a letter sent to residents with-
in 1km of the proposed site, HG 
Leach said its Spence Rd quarry 
would be designed to ensure 
compliance with Hauraki District 
Council’s noise standards. It would 
operate Monday to Saturday from 
6am to 6pm, and Sundays, 7am to 
1pm.

The company was also propos-
ing to undertake “screen planting” 
to reduce the visual impact of the 
quarry from nearby Franklin and 
Hume Rds.

The petition, dubbed ‘Stop the 
Spence Road Quarry’ is run via the 
Greenpeace website and has so far 
obtained 106 of the 100-signature 
target. 

It calls on the two councils to 
refuse consent to the HG Leach 
quarry application on Spence Rd 
for “environmental reasons”. 

The petition creators also expect 
any submission process to be pub-
licly notified for community con-
sultation.

“This project has far-reaching 
effects on the local environment 
and the wider community,” Steve 
said. “At the least, everyone should 
be made aware of this project and 
be allowed to make submissions to 
both the Hauraki District Council 
and the Waikato Regional Coun-
cil.”

Hauraki District Council con-
firmed that a resource consent ap-
plication had been lodged by HG 
Leach. It also said it was aware of 
the petition launched by local resi-
dents. Waikato Regional Council 
also confirmed its own resource 
consent application had been re-
ceived.

HG Leach chief operating officer 

Mark Baillie told The Profile he 
became aware of the petition last 
week. He said it was important to 
remember that the site was situ-
ated in “a working rural environ-
ment”.

“This application does not en-
croach on the [Significant Natu-
ral Area] on the property, and the 
proposed quarry affects approxi-
mately 8.5ha of poor-quality pas-
ture on the 113ha property.

“The proposal includes enhance-
ment of onsite wetlands, creation 
of new wetland areas and planting 
of additional natives on site.” 

He said HG Leach had sought 
advice from independent expert 
ecologists and stormwater engi-
neers who had designed the storm-
water management for the site to 
have excess capacity - even in a 
100-year average rainfall event.

“HG leach has been operating 
the Waitawheta quarry since 1969, 
and as a local, family-owned busi-
ness, we care about the region and 
as such this proposed quarry op-
eration has been designed to mini-
mise any potential environmental 
impact,” he said.

“The resilience and connectiv-
ity of the local community relies 
on having access and connection 
via a roading network, which our 
very products are critical to main-
taining and repairing. With the 
increase in weather related events, 
there is an even greater need for 
local communities to have the ac-
cess to aggregate.”
DETAILS: More info: community.
greenpeace.org.nz

Quarry petition launched

Waihī holiday makers looking 
for a piece of local art will 

have plenty to peruse, as the Waihī 
Art Club puts on their annual sum-
mer exhibition in January. 

The free event, scheduled for 
January 4-7, will be held at the 
Waihī Beach Community Hall. 
Around 150 artworks of all sizes, 
topics and mediums will be avail-
able for sale.

Club president Noela Mockford 
said the group was excited to share 
their work with the public. 

“We’re more of a social group, 
most of us are self-taught,” Noela 
said. 

“[So] we all get a thrill when 
someone picks one of our paint-
ings out of everything else that 
they like the best.”

The club’s 25 members meet 
every Thursday at the Waihī Bowl-
ing Club. Inks, pastels, canvases 
and paints are spread out among 

the tables, and everyone gets down 
to the serious business of creating.

Although their work is individ-
ual, there is a lot of collaboration 
as the artists ask for opinions, of-
fer feedback and just generally 
cheer each other on. This is what 
they love most about the club, the 
members say; the relaxing, sup-
portive, family-like environment. 

“Sometimes you can be sitting 
here painting and there’s no noise 
at all, other times it’s like being in-
side an aviary,” Noela said.

“We’re all our own worst crit-
ics, every one of us. [But] we care 
about each other … We get togeth-
er for shared lunches and a Christ-
mas dinner. It’s my happy place.” 
DETAILS: The Waihī Art Club’s Sum-
mer Exhibition, January 4-7 at the 
Waihī Beach Community Hall. Doors 
are open 9:30am-4pm. Free entry; 
eftpos available. 

Paintings on display this summer
The Waihī Art Club artists.                  Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air “This project has far-

reaching effects on the 
local environment and 
the wider community.” 

- Steve Erickson

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Kerbside Rubbish and Recycling

Collection areas Rubbish +
Food scraps

Recycling +
Food scraps

Rubbish +
Food scraps

Whiritoa,Waihī - Zone 1 *Tue 26th December *Tue 2ⁿd January Mon 8th January

Waihī - Zone 2,Waikino, Mackaytown, Karangahake *Wed 27th December *Wed 3rd January Tue 9th January

Kerepēhi,Turua, Kaiaua, Ngātea,Waitakaruru *Thu 28th December *Thu 4th January Wed 10th January

Paeroa * Fri 29th December * Fri 5th January Thu 11th January

* Collection is one day later due to public holiday

Hauraki District Council | William Street, PO Box 17, Paeroa 3640 | Phone 07 862 8609 or freephone 0800 734 834 | www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

HDC NEWS
Council services over the holidays

Council offices - Ngātea, Paeroa andWaihī
8am to 12 noon Fri 22ⁿd December

Closed Sat 23rd December toTue 2ⁿd January

8am to 4.30pm Wed 3rd January - normal hours resume

Swimming Pools -Waihī, Paeroa and Ngātea
6am to 6pm Fri 22ⁿd December

11am to 5pm Sat 23rd andSun 24th December

Closed Mon 25th December

11am to 5pm Tue 26th December

6am to 6pm Wed 27th to Fri 29th December

11am to 5pm Sat 30th andSun 31st December

Closed Mon 1st January

11am to 5pm Tue 2ⁿd January

6am to 6pm Wed 3rd to Fri 5th January

11am to 5pm Sat 6th andSun 7th January

Mon 8th January - normal hours resume

Paeroa andWaihī Libraries
9.30am to 12 noon Fri 22ⁿd December

9.30am to 12.30pm Sat 23rd December

Closed Sun 24th December toTue 2ⁿd January

9.30am to 5pm Wed 3rd January - normal hours resume

Ngatea Library
8am to 12 noon Fri 22ⁿd December

Closed Sat 23rd December toTue 2ⁿd January

8am to 4.30pm Wed 3rd January - normal hours resume

RefuseTransfer Station -Waihī and Paeroa
10am to 4pm Fri 22ⁿd to Sun 24th December

Closed Mon 25th andTue 26th December

10am to 4pm Wed 27th to Sun 31st December

Closed Mon 1st andTue 2ⁿd January

10am to 4pm Wed 3rd to Sun 7th January -
normal hours resume

We started 2023 with CycloneGabrielle and it’s fair to say we’re still feeling the impact
from that storm event. Floods, slips and road-closures have all taken additional time and
resources to fix, but in spite of this, we’ve had some great wins to celebrate this year.The
extension to theWaīhi end of the Hauraki Rail Trail has really taken shape; inOctober we
signed off onMāoriWards for the next local government election and ourWharekawa
Coast 2120Community Plan has been adopted.

The water supplied to our district is from streams and rivers and
is dependent on regular rain.When it’s wet the rainfall is great for
replenishing our water supply. But high rainfall also stirs up sediment innnn
the streams which makes treating the water a lot harder. Under extremmmme
rainfall conditions, the treatment plants are shut down until stream
quality allows treatment to continue.

During drier periods our river levels are lower than normal and we have
less water to treat and go around, so it makes sense to conserve water.

But it’s when the rivers are running high andmuddy that it’s also really
helpful to use less water, especially in extreme weather events. It sounddddsss llliiikkkeee
an oxymoron to conserve water when there’s bucket loads falling from the
sky, but treating less muddy water takes the strain off the pumps and filters,
which keeps them in good working order for longer and that’s good on your
pocket too. Remember to report leaks asap on - 0800 734 834, 24/7.

Mayor’s Message
Kōrero ā te Koromatua

How’s the river?

We’re in full swing with Placemaking activities in Ngātea, Kerepēhi and
Paeroa and four months into our new kerbside collection service. Check out
my handy video to make sure you’re putting your green PAYT rubbish bin
tag on correctly to ensure collection.

It’s been an up and down year, with the cost of living soaring but as always, our
communities pull through together – it’s the Hauraki way.

Next year we’ll be tackling the 2024 – 2034 LongTerm Plan and there’re some hard
decisions coming up. High interest rates, increased depreciation costs along with sky
rocketing supply and labour costs are having a big impact on affordability for us and our
communities. In the new year, we’ll get stuck into the mahi but for now, December’s a
time for connecting and appreciating family and whānau; looking out for each other and
making memories in our stunning district. Frommyself, our Councillors andCouncil staff,
we wish you all a happy and healthy Christmas season. See you in 2024!

TobyAdams
Mayor, Hauraki District Council

Let’s all go with the flow...
and conserve water when the rivers are running high
and full of silt or running very low and slow.

20 Deceembberr 22002233
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EAST
COAST

WEST
COAST

Proud to
be local

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Efficient convenient prescrip�on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor�ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Pennie Brownlee: visionary and advocate

Pennie Brownlee was a wom-
an who saw magic. 

In the land around her, in 
other people, and especially in 
children. 

The potential she saw in-
formed her vision of a holistic, 
peaceful community, and Pen-
nie spent her life teaching oth-
ers how to see it too - pushing 
them to think better, do better 
and be better. 

Growing up in Puriri in the 
50s, Pennie’s free-range child-
hood was the beginning of her 
deep-seeded love and respect 
for nature.

This passion spilled over into 
a devotion to those who couldn’t 
stand up for themselves, and 
shaped her life as an activist and 
advocate.

Close friend Michele Fill said 
Pennie was always at the fore-
front of causes in Thames, striv-
ing for cultural change in any 
way she could for Māori, wom-
en, and any community group 
that needed lifting up.

“When I met her in 83, things 
were very political,” Michele 
said.

“A National government came 
in and wanted to close down all 
the rural hospitals and so we 
started a campaign.

“We managed to save Thames 
Hospital. Pen was one of the 
people who did all the posters 
for the campaign and helped 
push the [hospital] bed down 
the main street.” 

Pennie helped establish the 
Women’s Health Council and 
marched in women’s peace 
marches. Behind the scenes she 
worked on campaigns to get 
women elected to councils, and 
health, community and district 
boards. She was involved in 
Women’s Refuge and several 
environmental organisations. 

“She started the first Treaty 
of Waitangi workshop… Pen-
nie turned people around in 
their attitude towards Te Tiriti. 
She used lots of examples about 
Hauraki and that sort of opened 
people’s eyes to what had hap-
pened here, and what needed to 
change here,” Michele said. 

“I don’t think people have 
any idea of how much she had 
a hand in [in Thames]. She 
had the bigger picture, and not 
many people do.” 

At the heart of Pennie’s ac-
tivism though, was her need 
to improve the world for the 
next generation. And that also 
meant working with the chil-
dren themselves, and those who 
raised them. 

Although Pennie began her 
career as a teacher, she soon 
moved on to running work-
shops for parents. She was 
heavily influenced by child de-
velopment experts Emmi Pikler 
and Joseph Chilton Pearce, and 
her parenting philosophy was 
gentle, respectful and child-led. 

“It was a huge thing, her views 
on attachment and an under-
standing of 0-3 years as being 
so precious. [My kids] loved 
the fact that she would listen to 
them.”

Pennie Brownlee felt the need to improve the world for the next 
generation.                          Photo: SUPPLIED

OBITUARY

Pennie worked with CAPS 
Hauraki, a child and parent 
advocacy service, from its be-
ginning. She also worked with 
Playcentre Aotearoa, shaping 
much of its childcare model.

“Her ideas significantly 
shaped sector views on learning 
in the early years and the role 
parents and kaiako [teachers] 
play in supporting children’s 
wellbeing,” Playcentre Aotearoa 
pedagogical lead Kara Daly said. 

“Pennie’s publications, origi-
nally Magic Places and later 
Dance with Me in the Heart and 

The Sacred Urge to Play, have 
been included in the Playcentre 
Education programmes for dec-
ades and have influenced gen-
erations of Playcentre parents 
and kaiako. 

Nurturing creativity and at-
tachment were two key areas 
of Pennie’s mahi, and she was 
steadfast in advocating for the 
wellbeing of New Zealand tama-
riki.”

Pennie’s illness and subse-
quent passing on September 20 
at age 76 was a private and cher-
ished time. Michele noted how 

blessed Pennie’s daughter Clare 
Caro, her extended family, and 
close friends felt during those 
final weeks.

“I think for Clare it was huge 
to see how this small commu-
nity [rallied around]. She was 
pretty overwhelmed by that,” 
Michele said.

“It was incredibly peaceful 
and [Pennie] was surrounded 
by love. It was exactly how she 
wanted it to be.” 

The family asked at Pennie’s 
funeral that she be remembered 
in simple ways - by singing, 
walking on the beach or in the 
bush, or planting a tree. 

“Love and respect our chil-
dren and nurture them, and 
do the same with our earth,” 
Michele said. “Her family 
meant everything to her, and so 
did her close friends. It’s been 
a privilege to be on her journey 
with her and we’ve had a lot of 
fun along the way. She should 
go down in history as a change-
maker - it’s a huge legacy.”

Pennie’s work will live on 
through the Pennie Brownlee 
Foundation. Clare, along with 
some of Pennie’s friends and 
colleagues, will continue to run 
education courses and share 
Pennie’s teachings. 

“We carry the essence of Pen-
nie in our hearts and in all of 
our work,” the website said, 
“continuing her mission of pro-
moting the well-being of babies, 
children, parents and caregiv-
ers”. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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We hope you
have a safe
and relaxing
summer,

fromMayor
Len Salt
and our

Councillors.

TC
DC

DE
CE
M
BE
R

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

OurCoromandel
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council December 2023

Meri Kirihimete
~ AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS ~

Our Council offices will be closed from 12 noon Friday, 22 December 2023
re-opening to normal hoursWednesday 3 January 2024.

Customers can still contact us over this period 24/7
on07 868 0200 or email – customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

tcdc.govt.nz/summerinfo

Check out changes to our
Council services over summer

tcdc.govt.nz/summerinfo

ANOTHERWIN FOR SMP
The Shoreline Management Pathways (SMP) project
has won the prestigious Terry Healy Project Award at
the New Zealand Coastal Society (NZCS) conference
inWellington. This was jointly awarded to our project

partner, Royal
Haskoning DHV, and
our Council.
Find out more at
tcdc.govt.nz/smp

Board Chair, Adrian Catran JP reports:
Our community board oversaw a
range of great projects and initiatives,
including:

• Construction started on Kōpū Marine
and Business Precinct, meeting all
major milestones
and expected to
open in May 2024.

• Purchase
agreements
were signed with
the majority of
landowners so the road can be widened for the
Tōtara Valley Road housing development.

• Two public meetings were held for residents of
Moanataiari and one for Te Puru to talk about
options for protecting these areas from sea-level
rise through our Shoreline Management Plan. A
contractor was engaged to design protection options
for Thames, connecting with other stormwater and
river management work.

• Detailed feasibility studies are being finalised into
site options for the Thames Sub-regional Aquatic
Facilities Project and, separately, the Thames
Sports Partnership Project. Both reports will be
made public early-to-mid next year.

• Thames visitor attraction initiatives through
improving directional and information signage in
and around Thames is underway and will be visible
over the holidays.

• Landscape designs for
Porritt Park Playground
were approved. Exciting new
play equipment was ordered
and shipped. Construction
work is planned to start
early in 2024.

• Aerators were installed at
Thames Treatment Plant. Design work is underway
for a new intake and reservoir for Thames South
Water Treatment at Pūriri and we’ve tendered for
a treated water main.

• A decision was
taken to remove
the Create
the Vibe trial
pedestrianised
creative space
following surveys
with the public.
Mary Street is now reopened to traffic and we asked
staff to investigate traffic-calming on Mary
Street and surrounds.

Thank you everyone who participated in Board
activities this year. Have a safe, relaxing summer break.
Enjoy our beautiful district. For Board meetings next
year, please visit tcdc.govt.nz/meetings
adrian.catran@council.tcdc.govt.nz

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

HURRY! Only 3 days to shopHURRY! Only 3 days to shop

Fishing Rods & TackleFishhhinggg Rods & Tackle BBBBBBBBQQQQsss &&&& AAAAcccccceeessssssooorrriiiieeesss

BikesBikes Mowers

ToolsTools

*Offer available for a limited time while stocks last at participating dealerships only. Yamaha gift pack valued at $400 is available with
every new Yamaha PW50, TTR50,TTR110,TTR125/LW, Raptor 50, Raptor 90 and Grizzly 90 purchased between 1/11/23 to 24/12/2023.

Yamaha Motor New Zealand Limited. NZBN 9429040177113.

wwwwwwwwww.yamaha-motor.co.nz
FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT:

Start them out right on the winning team!

bLUcRUgift pack
worth$400withevery funbikepurchase*

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

With thousands of people expected to 
take to the water this summer, Wai-

kato Regional Council maritime officers 
will be highly visible to promote boating 
safety. 

“Operation Neptune is about providing 
a proactive presence on the water, with the 
emphasis on boating safety,” Waikato Re-
gional Harbourmaster Chris Bredenbeck 
said. 

“We’ll be looking closely at whether boat-
ies are following the rules including around 
personal flotation devices (PFDs), speed 
limits and the need for towing with an ob-
server in place.

“For example, people on vessels up to six 
metres need to wear their PFDs while the 
vessel is underway. Larger vessels are re-
quired to have a PFD for each person on-
board but they’re only required to be worn 
under certain circumstances. This is a dif-
ferent rule to some other regions.”

Boating rules are prominently displayed 
on signage at boat ramps around the Wai-
kato, on council’s website and the Marine-
Mate app. In addition, a multi-media public 
information campaign will promote Opera-
tion Neptune throughout the summer with 
the key message of ‘come home safe’.

“We have some of New Zealand’s most 
popular coastline as well as inland water-
ways, and we want people to enjoy them. 
Boat skippers are encouraged to review the 
boating rules before they take to the wa-
ter, helping to keep themselves and others 
safe,” Mr Bredenbeck said.

“Enforcement of these rules is a key part 
of Operation Neptune. Education ends at 
the boat ramp. It’s the skipper’s respon-
sibility to ensure they know the rules and 
comply with them on the water.”

Summer boating safety key 
focus of Operation Neptune

Council maritime officers on patrol can 
issue breach notices that can lead to fines of 
up to $200 per offence. 

Last summer, Operation Neptune staff 
issued 131 infringement notices, 27 formal 
warnings and 24 verbal warnings.

The annual Operation Neptune pro-
gramme will run for about three weeks 
during the summer boating peak between 
Boxing Day and 14 January 2024, covering 
popular coastal, lake and river boating ar-
eas across the Waikato region. 

This includes Raglan and Kāwhia in the 
west, the entire Coromandel Peninsula, 
along with the Waikato River from Port 
Waikato through to Lake Karāpiro and 
Lake Arapuni down to Lake Ōhakuri.

For the three weeks of Operation Nep-
tune, the council’s year-round maritime 
services team will be boosted by about 25 
staff from other parts of the organisation.

Staff will be deployed on nine council-
branded vessels – featuring flashing lights 
and sirens or horns – which range in size 
from jetskis to a seven-metre boat.
DETAILS: More info at waikatoregion.govt.nz/
maritime-services.

Waikato Regional Harbourmaster Chris 
Bredenbeck.               Photo: SUPPLIED/WRC
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MMMerry CCChhhriiistttmas
from the team at

Thank you for your continued fantastic
support throughout the year.

We will be closing at 3pm Friday Dec 22nd
& stat dayyys onlyyy.

thankyou for your support throughout 2023

Jo, Jen, Dee andAsh

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all
our valued clients.
Thank you for your
support & loyalty
through 2023.

We will be closed from
Dec 22nd until Jan 23rd.

Ann & Lucy.

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year
from Thames Valley

Tangata Ora Trust. Thank
you for your support this
year. We will be closing
1pm December 22nd and
re-opening January 15th.

Thank you for your support.

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year
from all the team at
Burtons Butchery.

We will open till late on
the 23rd of December and
then closed on the 24th of
December and reopen on
the 3rd of January 2024

wishes
everyone a
Merry Xmas
and a happy
healthy

New Year.

Thank you
to all our

loyal customers
for your support.

Merryyry Christmas & a safe
and happy New Year.
We will be closed from
the 22nd December and

will be back on the
3rd Januaryyry

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea
867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz

Thanks to my regular
customers for your support.

Merry Christmas.

Embrace a new you with a

restyle in new year at Magic

scissors or welcome back

for your regular trims.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Early elves all set at their stations.                             Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Expert elf Lois Waugh is ready to wrap.

Santa’s helpers sort, label and wrap.

Donated games, toys and sports gear.

Wrappers’ delight
Santa’s helpers assembled to 

deck the halls with boughs of 
holly, or in Paeroa, deck the Bap-
tist Church hall with rows of jolly 
Christmas cheer and gift wrap-
ping for the annual Christmas Toy 
appeal.

The event draws in support and 
donations from people, organisa-
tions and groups who want to 
make sure no local children will 
go without this Christmas.

Organiser Jill Robertson said 
she was amazed by how “the com-
munity has just been so gener-
ous”.  

“We’ve got 270 kids to give 
gifts to today, and if you wander 
around you’ll see each of the piles, 
some of them get two or three 
things,” Jill said.

Toys, books, stationery, board 

games, puzzles, sports equipment 
and more were spread around 
the room at various gift wrapping 
stations, separated into age and 
gender groups.

The call was put out for ap-
propriate gifts for children from 
newborns to 12 years old, “but 
sometimes if there’s families that 
have got older ones, we’ll try and 
cater for them”.

Jill acknowledged that while 
primary school kids were the 
target, “we don’t like to send any-
body away with nothing”.

Among the helpful elves were 
familiar faces from previous ap-
peals, Lois Waugh, Doris Beisly 
and Heather Browne, who pitched 
in across the room.

Jill said she was thrilled at the 
show of support for the appeal, 
and reflected on how it was a “real 
privilege to be able to do.”

Heather Browne (left) and Organiser Jill Robertson get gift labels ready.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Doris Beisly is careful and precise.
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Merry Christmas
and a safe and
happy New Year
from us all at
Thames Autos.
We will be closed from

Friday Dec 22nd and back on
Monday Jan 15th

The Placemakers team
wish you

Merry Christmas &
happy holidays.

Christmas Trading Hours are
Closed 23rd 24th 25th 26th Dec.

Open 27th 28th 29th 8.30am to 4.30pm.
Closed 30th 31st Dec 1st 2nd Jan.

Open 3rd 4th 5th Jan 8.30am to 4.30pm
Open 6th Jan 8.30am to 12.30pm.
Back to normal hours from the
8th Jan 7.00am – 5.00pm.

500 Pollen St,
Thames
868 8725

Merry Christmas
and a prosperous

New Year.
Thank you to all my
loyal customers
I will be closed
stat days only

Leanne, Sophia & Ava
would like to thank all our

loyal supporters
for the past year.

Have a Merry
Christmas and a
safe & Happy New Year.

We will be closing for a break on

Dec 22nd and reopening Jan 9th
“City styling
in the heart of
Coromandel”

Merryyry
Christmas

and
happy holidays
from the team

at
Paeroa Auto
Electrical

Merry Christmas
Wishing everyone
a safe and happy
holiday season

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
& Happy New& Happy New YearYear

Susanna Kruger
www.susannakruger.biz

Mediator
* Separation / Parenting* Separrraation / Parrreenting

* Money / Invoice disputes* MMMooonneyyy / Invvvooiceee disssppputess

* Employment relations* Employment relations

* Relationship property* Relationship properrrttyyy

sharing / divisionsharing / division

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Skater-dog shows offSkater-dog shows off

Witnessing a dog dressed as an elf skateboarding 
through Gilmour Lake Reserve may not be an everyday 

occurrence for some, but for Chelsey the retrodoodle and her 
owner Rhonda Walch, years of entertaining has ensured a 
welcome reception whenever they’re on the scene.

Chelsey was at Waihī’s Christmas at the Lake on 
December 10 alongside family member, border 
collie Boof.

Rhonda, who is not only a dog trainer but 
a dressage competitor, said Chelsey’s skills 
on the skateboard derived from a life of 
entertaining at hospitals and events.

It all started after Rhonda’s husband 
passed away from cancer, and Rhonda 
wanted to raise money for the local 
cancer society. She put on an event at 
the Waihī Memorial Hall and Chelsey 
pushed a pram while a couple of
other dogs were dressed as babies.

After years of raising money for 
different causes, Rhonda taught 
Chelsey - who is almost 10 - to ride a 
skateboard, and the poised pet can 
now push it along with her paw, lean 
on, and even turn, the board.

“I do it all for charity,” Rhonda said. 
“It’s something that I can put back into the 
community.” 

She also fosters “pound pups” that have 
been taken in by Hauraki District Council, 
teaching them to sit, stay, wait, and lie down, 
and practising in Waihī town.

Rhonda can also be spotted training her talented dogs 
at the local netball courts.   MORE PHOTOS, P13

Chelsey the skateboarding dog was at Waihī’s 
Christmas at the Lake on December 10.                  

Photo: KENNY MCARTHUR

District full of 
‘book Santas’
The Christmas-spirited book 

drive organised by the 
Hauraki Family Violence Inter-
vention Network and Carson’s 
Bookshop in Thames has put 
new books in the hands of hun-
dreds of young readers. 

The initiative, which asked 
people to purchase a children’s 
book at the counter of Carson’s 
to be then passed on to tama-
riki in need, ran until Decem-
ber 18. 

Organiser Sally Christie said 
“Christmas elves” were now 

distributing more than 160 do-
nated books around the district. 

“We are blown away by the 
response, more than we ever 
imagined, that books are al-
ready going out to families in 
need,” she said. 

The aim of the book drive 
was to encourage residents 
to become “Book Santas” and 
Sally said it was great to have 
Thames Valley children fall in 
love with reading this holiday 
season. 

Sally 
Christie 
and Greg 
Hampton 
with some 
of the books 
donated 
at Carson’s 
Bookshop.
Photo: 
SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Merry
ChristMas and

a happy
new yeaaear

froM tiMMiM and
the teaaeaMMaaM

at
t&a

MCwattttterssrs

The Valley Education
team wishes

everyone a very
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

Thank you
for your support.

The office closes
15 December and

reopens
22 January 2024.

Call or
text us

Valley Education
07 868 7892 • 027 314 1577

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED
Paeroa (2015) Ltd

( 0800 862 720 027 442 0067

Thanks for all
your support in 2023.
We wish everyone

a safe & Merry Xmas.
Happy New Year !!
May 2024 be kind

to you all.

Season’s greetings
fromm

Teresa, Nikki, Kelley, Alice, Davidda
and the team would like to thank all our

advertisers, contributors and readers
for your support this year.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and
a safe and happy New Year!

This is our last paper for 2023 - The next issue will be out January 10, 2024

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year
from the teams at
Thames Valley Kia,

Valley Toyota Thames
&

Tony Richards
Toyota Paeroa.
We’re closed the
stat days only.

Seasons greetings and a
massive thanks to all of our

clients this year!

We will be closing down
from 23rd Dec - 8th Jan 2024.

Merry Christmas from
the team at

Precision Windscreens.

Happy
Holidays

Wishing
you a safe

& festive season
From Des, Christine & the family

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Everyone wants a moment with Santa.                      Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Funday Fairies Matilda, left, with daughters Magnolia and Petunia.

Kerepēhi Brass leads the crowd in song.

Amelia Spooner, 9, gets festive.

The Ngatea Xmas Funday captivated hundreds of people 
over the weekend, including the jolly man in the red 
suit, but he was missing his sleigh. Instead of reindeer 
hooves, the Hauraki Plains heard the rolling motion of a 
combine harvester - Santa’s new wheels. Joyful chatter and 
laughter came from children and families around the Hugh 
Hayward Domain as Santa shared kindness and handfuls 
of lollies with the crowd. The Funday was filled with music 
from the Kerepēhi Brass Band, food trucks, buskers, 
classic cars, fairies, giant bubbles, face painting, and more 
than 100 market stalls. Reporter DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA 
snapped some of the Funday festivities.

Santa descends on the Hauraki Plains in a combine harvester.       

New wheels for Santa
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Wishing everyone safe

and happy holidays

from the

Read Bros team

Thames

Merry Christmas
Meri Kirihimete

WWiisshhiinngg yyoouu aa vveerryy
Merry Christmas &

safe travelling
We are open Fri 22nd Dec til 3pm

Sat 23rd 9am -12pm
27th - 29th Dec 8am-3pm

Sat 30th 9am-12pm
3rd - 5th Jan 8am -3pm
Sat 6th Jan 9am - 12pm

Thank you for supporting our
small local business,
we appreciate you

314 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph 868 8182

Shane, Chelsea and
Kate would like to wish all our
Customers a very Merry Xmas
and Prosperous New Year.

A big thank you for your
continued support.

Our Xmas/New Year hours will be:

December 23rd- 26th - Closed
December 27th- 29th - 9.00- 2.00

December 30th- January 2nd - Closed

606 Queen Street, Thames
Phone 07-8686644

OUR STAFF WILL BE BACK 8 JAN ‘24

TTThank you for yourrr
support.

Have a fabulous
holiday season.

We look forward to
seeing you in the

new year
FFFrom Providenceee

Pantryyy

Thank you
to all my wonderful
dedicated customers.

Have a lovely Christmas and
see you next year.

We will be closed from Dec 24th and
reopening 8th of Jan

LOCAL EMERGENCY
AFTER HOURS

FOR PETS & FARM ANIMALS
Please call the phone numbers below:

Christmas Eve CLOSED

Christmas Day CLOSED

Boxing Day CLOSED

Wednesday 27th December OPEN

Thursday 28th December OPEN

Friday 29th December OPEN

Saturday 30th December CLOSED

Sunday 31st December CLOSED

New Year’s Day CLOSED

Tuesday 2nd January CLOSED

Wednesday 3rd January OPEN

From our team to yoursF t t
Seasons Greetings

KOPU 07 868 5007
PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684

WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

gsso
o yo

t

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS

The crowd witnesses a tug-of-war battle.                                 Photos: KENNY MCARTHUR

Plenty of smiles and bubbles were shared on the day.

Waiora Horse Drawn provided pony rides.

Musicians perform to the masses.

Christmas cheer in Waihī
Waihī’s Christmas at the Lake event, organised by a 
sub committee of Go Waihī, was held on December 10 
and drew a large crowd to Gilmour Lake Reserve. Event 
organiser Sarah Spicer said it was a fabulous day out for 
the community. “We have had great feedback and all I 
could see on the day were smiles on faces and there was 
such a great sense of togetherness in the air. It definitely 
takes a village to put on an event like this and the location 
at the lake above the water was just stunning.” She said the 
event would “definitely” become an annual occasion. 

The love of Christmas was on display.       
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Thames Medical Centre Festive Season Hours
Day Date Hours
Monday 25th December Closed
Tuesday 26th December Closed
Wednesday 27th December Normal Surgery Hours (8.30am – 5.00pm) 3 Doctors on duty
Thursday 28th December Normal Surgery Hours (8.30am – 5.00pm) 3 Doctors on duty
Friday 29th December Normal Surgery Hours (8.30am – 5.00pm) 3 Doctors on duty
Saturday 30st December Closed
Sunday 31st December Closed
Monday 1st January Closed
Tuesday 2nd January Closed
Wednesday 3rd January Normal Surgery Hours (8.30am – 5.00pm) 3 Doctors on duty
Thursday 4th January Normal Surgery Hours (8.30am – 5.00pm) 3 Doctors on duty
Friday 5th January Normal Surgery Hours (8.30am – 5.00pm) 3 Doctors on duty
Saturday 6th January Closed
Sunday 7th January Closed

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Thah na knTThhahaahhhhahhah nananaananaa knknknnknknnThank
yoy uo !yyoyooyyyyoyyoy uououuouoo !!you!

k
THE TEAM AT PAEROA FARM SERVICES WOULD
LIKE TO WISH ALL CUSTOMERS A VERY MERRY

CHRISTMAS AND SAFE NEW YEAR.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT DURING 2023
WE WILL BE CLOSED ON STAT DAYS ONLY

BUT WILL BE ON CALL

Wishing Our Burton’s
followers a

merry Christmas and a
happy New Year.

We will be closing for a well
deserved break.

The shop will be closed from
December 22nd till January 9th.
Look forward to seeing everyone

in the new year.

BBBlllessiiings to you
all. Have a magical
Christmas filled with

love, joy
and peace

The shop will be closed
Christmas Day only.

Merry Christmas &

Happy New Year

from the team at Cielo Hair.

We look forward to seeing

you all next year when we

return on Jan 9th.

Cielo Hair

The team at FFFairrrvvview Thames
would likeee tttooo ttthhhank our

customers fooorrr ttthhheeeiiirrr sssupport over
the past year annnd look forward

to seeinnnggg yyyooou all in
theee NNNew YYYeeeaaar.

We areee clllosinnnggg fffooor our
Christmasss bbbreak fffrrrooommm midday

Thursdayyy ttthhhe 21st of DDDeeecember,
returninggg 8am on Mooonnnday the

888ttthhh of Januaryyy...

WWWishing you all a
MMMerry Chhhristttmas anddd
prosperouuusss NNNew Year.

THAMES

We wish you a
Merryyry Christmas &
Happy New Year.

Thank you to all our
valued Customers and

Tradesmen.
We will be closing for
business this year from
Saturdayyy 23rd DD

y
December

annnddd reopeniiing ooon
Wednnnesday 3rd JJ

g
Jannnuary.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS

$10,500 Christmas donation

A donation by a Waihī business-
man will see 115 families en-

joying a roast chicken dinner with 
all the trimmings this Christmas.

Harminder Singh, owner of 
New World Waihī, has donated 
$10,500 worth of food to the Sal-
vation Army, to be distributed to 
families before Christmas Day.

The goods were ordered by 
the Salvation Army to fill their 
Christmas hampers. However, 
Harminder offered to donate the 
entire order, saying everyone de-
served to feel good on Christmas. 

“The spirit of Christmas … It’s 
about giving, isn’t it? That’s what 
it’s all about for me anyway, being 
brought up as a Christian all my 
life,” Harminder said.

“It’s about giving to others who 
haven’t got it, and for them to en-
joy Christmas as much as we do.”

Donated included chickens, 

roast vegetables, pavlova, basic 
staple items such as milk, sugar 
and coffee, and some extra treats 
like biscuits and chocolate. 

Salvation Army Waihī’s Lt 
Corps Officer Alanah Moody said 
the organisation was thrilled to 
receive the generous contribution, 
especially as food was one of their 
biggest costs. 

“A lot of these families are strug-
gling just week-to-week, let alone 
at Christmas, and for families to 
be given - not just normal food but 
to create a meal that’s beautiful for 
Christmas,” she said. 

“Our families feel a lot of pres-
sure to be able to create a day for 
their kids that other kids get to ex-
perience and talk about at school.

“It’s really hard for them and 
they feel such a burden when they 
can’t provide that themselves.”

In this season of busyness 
life can feel like it is getting 

away from us. 
We push and push and push 

harder still to get everything 
done for the year. All the while 
adding the extra fun bits of 
decorating trees, hanging 
lights, buying presents, and 
trying to hold it all together.  

Yet this so-called silly season 
is simply the homestretch. 
Most of us have been running 
all year. We wear busyness like 
a badge. 

For many of us, being busy 
has become closely tied to 
our sense of worth. Yet busy 
does not mean productive or 
healthy.

I used to be a window clean-
er around the Coromandel. 

For the first year as I was 

The elimination of hurry

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION trying to prove myself, I went 
full pace. I would run myself 
ragged smashing out a job 
super-fast and race on to the 
next one. Yet one lead up to 
Christmas I slowed myself 
down. 

I intentionally noticed things 
around me, I allowed myself 
to relax in the job, have con-
versations, and enjoy the flow. 
I felt way more relaxed. The 
funny thing however, was my 
speed did not change.

 The time it took to finish a 
house was still the same. What 
I realised that Christmas sea-
son was that busyness or hurry 
is often a state of being, as op-
posed to the speed at which we 
do things.

Often when life is busy 
around us, our inner self be-
comes overloaded. All our 
‘free space’ becomes loaded 
with worry, thoughts on what 
we should or shouldn’t be do-
ing, on the things we need to 
achieve, and mental check-
lists that if written down could 
simply be left somewhere 
other than in our mind where 
things tend get stuck on an 
endless loop cycle. 

Just because life is busy 
does not mean we have to be 
busy in ourselves. And this is 
a lesson I often come back to. 
When I begin to feel the hurry, 

I pause. I intentionally make 
time in the morning to read a 
book slowly, I email myself my 
to-dos and forget about them, 
I breathe slower and try to 
notice the beauty around me 
that is bigger than myself, and 
I turn everyday practices like 
washing my hands into a deep-
er space - pause, breathe deep, 
and allow myself to be aware 
of a deeper, quieter space. 

And I make sure my down-
time is real down time.

However it looks, if you’re 
feeling stressed, busy beyond 
reason and full of hurry, it may 
be time to consider the elimi-
nation of hurry.

Find your own ways to be 
able to be surrounded by the 
busyness and still find mo-
ments of stillness.

Jump online and see how 
people introduce stillness, or 
silence into their day, try some 
things, and maybe, just maybe 
you’ll find a little more peace 
in the turmoil.

- Michael Wilkes is a Living Well 
Trust Youth Worker

“Busyness or hurry 
is often a state of be-
ing, as opposed to the 
speed at which we do 

things.”
- Michael Wilkes

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

New World Waihī owner Harminder Singh, centre, oversees the preparation 
of donated food for Salvation Army Christmas hampers.            Photo: SUPPLIED
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Love

was born at

Christmas
Merry Christmas !

fromWaihi Voice for Life

Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

Cyclones, storm-damaged 
roads, homelessness, crime 

concerns, and a cost-of-living 
crisis were issues on the minds 
of Thames Valley locals this 
year, but beyond the rain and 
other issues, there were people 
doing great things around the 
district.
JANUARY
Movement underground and 
above the clouds provided the 
region with shakes, slips, and 
surface flooding over the sum-
mer season; while Hauraki 
North’s first muster for their 
new female team, The Dia-
monds, took place. The Kōpū-
Hikuai Rd collapses, causing 
huge disruption to residents 
and businesses on both sides.
FEBRUARY
The search for Hauraki woman 
Sara Niethe, missing for 20 
years, restarted, while more 
than 11,000 people reported 
feeling a 4.8 magnitude earth-
quake near Te Aroha that shook 
residents awake throughout the 
region on February 3.
MARCH
Thames Valley teachers and 
principals left the classroom for 
the streets in Thames, Paeroa 
and Waihī on March 16 as part 
of a nationwide strike for better 
conditions to improve public 
education. Work began on find-
ing a fix for the Kōpū-Hikuai.
APRIL
Clare Marriott walked 3000kms 
on the Te Araroa Trail to raise 
funds for a Fiji animal shelter, 
while Waihī residents were giv-
en an opportunity to voice their 

Homelessness, ram raids, rugby and a broken highway

concerns about a perceived rise 
in crime in the town.
MAY
The Profile launches its inves-
tigation into homelessness in 
Thames, speaking to the tent-
dwellers living in Danby Field. 
The Profile team also scooped 
up five accolades in May at the 
annual New Zealand Commu-
nity Newspaper Association 
Awards, while senior reporter 

Kelley Tantau was named joint 
runner up for Community Jour-
nalist of the Year at the prestig-
ious Voyager Media Awards.
JUNE
Work on the $43 million bridge 
spanning the huge slip on the 
Kōpū-Hikuai Rd got under-
way in June, while a “placid 
and trusting” ewe that used to 
be petted by the children of Te 
Puru was one of three sheep at-

tacked and killed by a roaming 
dog.
JULY
All Black Aaron Smith was in 
town to unveil a new bench seat, 
five vehicles were used to smash 
through Goldfields Mall, and 
Paeroa’s racecourse develop-
ment had its dawn blessing.
AUGUST
After more than two years, the 
Thames Community Board lis-

Photographic highlights from 2023 - The Profile continues to provide accurate, trusted community journalism.

tened to the controversy and 
voted to remove Create the Vibe 
in Mary St. Brendan Walsh - 
aka the Rocker Warrior - was 
named one of the finalists to 
find the New Zealand Warriors’ 
biggest fan.
SEPTEMBER
A peaceful protest was held in 
Paeroa to draw attention to 
the opening of the small town’s 
second vape shop, while Da-
vid Mulholland announced his 
plans to establish a new cinema 
experience in Thames.
OCTOBER 
The general election was held 
in October, with incumbent 
MP Scott Simpson retaining 
his Coromandel seat, while the 
New Zealand Society of Gene-
alogists’ Waihī branch remem-
bered the 100-year anniversary 
of the Waikino School shooting. 
NOVEMBER
Waka Kotahi announced 
SH25A would be open in time 
for Christmas, Thames Valley 
Schools acknowledged their 
Dux recipients, and the Treas-
ury Research Centre and Ar-
chive made the “tough but re-
sponsible” decision to go into 
hibernation after facing fund-
ing challenges.
DECEMBER 
The famed Windows Walk in 
the heart of Karangahake Gorge 
reopened after more than a 
year, Thames’ new Interwoven 
sculpture faced backlash on-
line, while the Kōpū-Hikuai Rd 
officially reopened ahead of the 
summer rush.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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WAIHI BEACH
RSA INC.

Gunners View Restaurant
Open 7 days

Lunch 11:30am - 2pm
Dinner from 5:30pm

Open 11am Daily
Bar | Entertainment | Indoor & Outdoor Bowls

8 Ball | Snooker | Darts | Gaming | TAB
Courtesy Van Available

07 863 5688
office@wbrsa.co.nz

99 Beach Road, Waihi Beach

The Club with one of the
BEST views in the land!

www.wbrsa.co.nz

ARTART
EXEEEXXXXXHIBITIONHHHHIBITIOOOOONNNN

byby

AAngela Brutnallngela Bruuuuutttnnnaaallllll
CROSBY GALLERYCCCRRROOOSSSBBBYYY GALLERY
JANUARY 2024JJJAAANNNUUUAAAAARRRRYYYY 222000222444
2n2222nnnnd to 30thdddd tttto 333000ttthhh

10am -10am - 3pm3pm

Paeroa Society of ArtsPPPaaeroa Society of Arts
109 Normanby Road11109 Normanby Road

PaeroaPaeroa
opposite Paeroa Four Squareopposite Paeroa Four Square

Thames Art Gallery’s January 
featured artist, Jewel Lynam, 

has had a very interesting journey 
as an artist. 

She was always creative but it 
was never in her thoughts to be-
come an artist, let alone a profes-
sional one.

At the age of 46, with limited 
funds, she put on a backpack and 
headed for Europe, based on an 
urge that she “had to go”. 

Five months later, in Monaco, 
she bought a canvas and a few 
tubes of paints, headed for the 
beach and started to paint. Her 
journey to becoming a profession-
al artist had begun. 

A top gallery in Aix-en-
Provence, South of France, offered 
her a solo exhibition, unbeknown 
that she had never had any art 
training. From here she had many 
solo exhibitions, including in Par-
is and has exhibited with many 
prestigious artists from around 
the world. After living in the Unit-
ed States for 23 years where she 
made a living from her art, Jewel 
returned to New Zealand in 2010 
to continue with her work.

As Jewel has had no formal 
training as an artist, she began 
painting with no preconceived 
idea or colour in mind. She likes 
acrylic paint and occasionally 
moves to mixed media but each 
piece conveys a freedom of ex-
pression. Jewel feels an energy 
flow through her when painting 
and often paints to music, which 
she says are both a universal lan-
guage. Light plays an important 
part in her work and she loves 
colour and to see what comes 
from the energetic application 
and movement of paint. She says 

Artists’ journeys lead to Thames

Artist Angela Brutnall returns 
to Paeroa Society of Arts next 

month for an exhibition at the 
Crosby Gallery during the month 
of January.

Her liquid paintings and beach 
landscapes will be on display at 
the gallery in Normanby Rd. 

Angela earlier told The Profile 
that while she had been a mem-
ber of the gallery since 2008, she 
only started creating art during 
Christmas, 2019.

“My philosophy to life is ‘nev-
er stop learning’ and I felt like 
I wanted something to occupy 
myself apart from my garden 
and family,” she said.

“So I went online and saw liq-
uid art on there, which I thought 
was rather exciting.

“After many disasters, because 

they turn out terrible sometimes, 
I started to become happy with 
my results, and after showing 
a few people I was invited to 
the Cambridge Arts Festival in 
March, 2020.”

Angela said she drifted to 
beach artworks more recently 
when she wanted to display 
something different at one of the 
gallery’s exhibitions.

“I love the clouds, I love the 
sea and I like rocks, and my first 
ever painting that I had done of 
a beach was the one I put into 
the exhibition and it got a com-
mended certificate.”
DETAILS: The exhibition will be 
open between 10am and 3pm 
from January 2-30, at the Paeroa 
Arts Centre, 109 Normanby Rd, 
Paeroa.

Liquid artist returns to Paeroa
Angela Brutnall with some of her artworks.           File Photo: VALLEY PROFILE

many of her paintings have a heal-
ing vibration, which will be passed 
on to the viewer whether they are 
aware of it or not, therefore she 
hopes that her work evokes a re-
sponse to the senses and not the 
eye alone. Jewel Lynam lives in 
Thames and is currently in the 
process of writing a book about 
her unique journey as an artist, as 
well as continuing to produce her 
works of art. 

Thames Coast potter Denise 
Judd’s work will also feature at the 
gallery during January.

Her work varies in style from 
the quirky Cat with the Rat, to 
more functional pieces. She is 
known for producing uniquely dif-
ferent totem poles which she gets 
a lot of satisfaction from making, 
from sculpturing the first piece for 
the bottom to the very last piece 
on the top. Her most fun totem 
was titled Kiwiana.

She recently received a merit 
award for a sculptural piece titled 
Out There, which shows her work 
is very heartfelt to her and others.

She enjoys trying different tech-
niques like Kerikomi and Origami, 
which can be seen at her exhibi-
tion. She will also be displaying 
raku and pit-fired pieces.

Denise makes her own glazes 
with recipes she has acquired over 
the years and uses her own gas 
kiln to fire her art. Her works are 
ideal for brightening an area of 
the garden or for displaying in the 
home.
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604 
Tararu Rd, for the month of January. 
Open weekdays: 10am-2pm, week-
ends: 10am-4pm.

- Supplied by Thames Art Gallery

Jewel Lynam’s paintings have healing vibrations. BELOW: Denise Judd’s work. 

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school holidays 
- art and craft, 

moving, table coverings 
and more .....
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Where to get help

Immediate danger: Police 111 • Child / Tamariki at risk: Oranga Tamariki 0508 326 459

Concern / support / advice: CAPS Hauraki 07 868 8644

‘Safe to Talk’: National Sexual Harm Helpline • Call 0800 044 334 • Text 4334

In NZ, 1 in 3 Girls and 1 in 6 Boys may experience child sexual abuse before they turn 16

ARE YOU PARTYING?
LET’S KEEP OUR KIDS SAFER BYLET’S KEEP OUR KIDS SAFER BY
SETTING UP SAFER BABYSITTING
FOR SOME TIPS CHECK OUT
CAPSHAURAKI.CO.NZ/SAFER-BABYSITTING

OR, IF KIDS ARE COMING TO
THE PARTY:
MAKE SURE THERE ARE SAFE &
SOBER ADULTS LOOKING AFTER THEM

KEEP THE KIDS SPACE
DRUG & ALCOHOL FREE

CHECK IN WITH THE
KIDS THROUGHOUT THE
PARTY & THE NEXT DAY.
ASK IF THEY FEEL SAFE







Floating pool drifts to Ngatea’s Piako river

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

A floating pool was launched 
into the Piako River and 

drifted into position at the Ngatea 
Swimming Club’s site opposite 
the school house. It had been 
made for the safety of its younger 
members and to teach swimming. 

The pool was a substantial af-
fair 30ft long and 10ft wide, the 
frame being made of 12 by 12 kau-
ri obtained from the old battery 
at Karangahake. Attached to this 
frame were battens to form walls 
and a floor. The pool floated to a 
depth of thirty inches. There was 
no chance of the pontoon capsiz-
ing - six men sitting on the frame 
at one side only submerged it half 
an inch below the normal level. 

The pontoon was constructed 
by Mr Trevelyan free of charge to 
the design of Mr Reid, president 
of the Swimming Club. The tim-
ber was bought with funds raised 
by public donation and by means 
of a bottle-gathering drive. It was 
moored to the bank and proved a 
complete success.
CONTAMINATION CONCERNS
Farmers who depended on their 
water supplies for both man and 

The floating pool in the Piako River.                                     Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

beast from the Hikutaia stream 
were faced with a very grave 
problem. The battery of the Oh-
inemuri Gold and Silver Min-
ing Co, situated at Maratoto on 
the Hikutaia stream, was about to 
commence work which meant the 
tailings undergoing the cyanide of 
potassium process would be set 
adrift in the Hikutaia creek.

The situation was made all the 
more worse as there was no im-
mediate sign of the inauguration 
of the county water supply.

It was months since the Thames 
County Council set up a water 
supply but apparently a hitch had 
occurred somewhere and the set-
tlers fringing the banks of the Hi-
kutaia stream were without any 
supply apart from what they could 
gather from the inadequate meth-
od of roof tank collection. Cyanide 
of potassium was just as poison-

ous to cows as it was to humans, 
and most settlers watered their 
stock from drinking places in the 
stream. Unless these places were 
fenced there would be dead cows 
in Hikutaia within days.
MOTH PLANES LAND
Four Moth planes landed at 
Paeroa on the first stage of their 
tour of the North Island scouting 
for landing grounds. The Mayor 
of Paeroa, Mr Marshall, and Mr 
Spencer Mason, chairman of the 
Aero Club Committee, were pas-
sengers. Within a minute of sched-
ule time, the machines were hover-
ing over Paeroa, and a large crowd 
saw them land on the racecourse.

On landing, Mr Marshall ad-
dressed the crowd, stating that the 
trip from Auckland to Paeroa by 
air took only an hour and three 
gallons of petrol.

Captain Seabrook said that the 

racecourse was too near the hills 
to be entirely suitable. A party in-
spected a field of about 40 acres 
which had been surveyed from the 
air. It was found to have an excel-
lent surface, and could provide a 
runway.
CAR CRASH IN GORGE
A Buick tourer, while proceeding 
in the direction of Karangahake 
after a dance at Waikino, met with 
a sudden check in the gorge. While 
taking the nasty corner round the 
bluff, the front wheels jumped on 
an outcropping rock, interfering 
with the steering, with the result 
that the car crashed into the cliff. 

The front undercarriage of the 
car was torn off and the front axle 
bent like a hoop, while the steering 
gear suffered a total eclipse. 

No one was hurt, and a local 
breakdown lorry later towed the 
car away.

Trial bus 
service begins
A Connector bus will run be-

tween Thames and Coro-
mandel town four days a week 
from December 18 as part of a 
13-week trial. 

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council said it was granted re-
covery funding from the Min-
istry of Social Development for 
the trial to reconnect commu-
nities with healthcare, educa-
tion, appointments, work op-
portunities and whānau. 

The service will run on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays, with tickets $5 each 
way, under 14s free. The vans 
hold up to 11 passengers, so 
bookings are essential. 

Community partnerships 
co-ordinator Helen Flynn said 
council was looking forward 
to having the service up and 
running for communities who 
needed it.

“As people have told us, being 
able to access appointments, 
key services and work is so 
important. It will also help to 
reduce isolation by supporting 
friends and whānau to spend 
time together over the holi-
day season. We are asking our 
locals to get behind this trial, 
spread the word and use the 
service.” 

The trial follows a communi-
ty survey run by council, which 
aimed to understand the level 
of interest in a public transport 
service between Thames and 
Coromandel township. 

Next steps will be assessed 
towards the end of the trial, de-
pending on its use and sustain-
able funding options.

1929
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Highway

Totara, Thames
OPEN 7 DAYS
8.30am to 5pm
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NZ has great cows that
produce great butter.
Thanks to our farmers,
who need you now!

Trust us at Valley Education,
we’ve been whipping up training

for over 15 years.

We are fully NZQA polyunsaturated and accredited.

Stop churning over your future and call now.

Help make New Zealand graze again!

Short FREE courses available.
Level 2 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

AGRICULTURE

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Non planting
Day

2

Non planting
Day

3

Non planting
Day

4

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

5

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

7

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

7

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

8

Non planting
Day

9

Non planting
Day

10

Non planting
Day

11

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

12

NewMoon

13

Non planting
Day

14

Non planting
Day

15

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

16

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

17

Non planting
Day

18

Non planting
Day

19

Plant above
ground crops

20

Plant above
ground crops

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

24

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

25

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

26

Full Moon

27

Non planting
Day

28

Non planting
Day

29

Non planting
Day

30

Non planting
Day

31

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

January 2024Januuary 2024 MoonMoon
Planting CalendarPlanting Calendar

CCCaaallleeennndddaaarrr
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

GardeningGardening
Midsummer is a demanding time in the 

garden. Dry soils create many prob-
lems for growing plants. 

Sustaining soil moisture is a constant 
chore. The most effective time for garden 
irrigation is in the evening when dried up 
soil can soak up the water. Many fruit trees 
need attention with harvesting, irrigating, 
spraying and summer pruning.
Vegetables
Beans – Continue summer sowings of 
dwarf and climbing beans for extended 
harvest. Continue with further summer 
sowings of beetroot. Main season sowings 
of carrots made in November and Decem-
ber will be growing rapidly. Thin the small 
finger-sized seedlings and use. This will 
encourage growth of those left behind. 
Midsummer is a time when carrot rust fly 
attacks. Protect crops with Organic Insect 
Control Pyrethrum or similar.

Harvest outer stalks of celery so plants 
can continue to grow through summer. 
Plant out further seedlings. Garlic – Nearly 
harvest time. Even though still green and 
growing vigorously, should be dug up and 
left to dry on the surface of the garden.

Seedlings of cabbage, cauliflower and 
broccoli can be planted out, but it is advis-
able to cover and protect from white but-
terfly caterpillars. Cucumbers and zucchini 
planted in October, November will be ready 
for harvest. Watch the zucchini as they re-
quire daily picking. Early season pumpkins 
and squash will be ready for harvest.

Eggplants and capsicum – should be 
ready for harvest later in the month. Ku-
maras – Encourage vigorous growth. Keep 
the bed weed free.

Time to plant out leek seedlings in prepa-
ration for winter crops. Prepare soils with 
compost, sheep pellets and blood and 

bone. Continue three-weekly sowings of 
lettuces seedlings. Take advantage of any 
gaps in flower gardens also.

Potatoes – Continue harvesting once 
flowering is complete and the plants have 
died down. October/November sowings of 
early maturing varieties of sweet corn will 
be ready for harvest by the third or fourth 
week of the month. Harvest once the tas-
sels have begun to shrivel and dry.

Tomatoes – Harvest fruit as soon as they 
begin to colour. Trim off bottom leaves as 
the fruit ripens progressively up the vine. 
This improves air circulation. Trim off later-
als for the same reason. 
Flowers
Summer flower borders including mari-
golds, petunias, zinnias and salvia are in 
full bloom. Little attention is needed at 
this stage. Dead heading and keeping beds 
weed free is important so you don’t waste 
water on weeds. Early morning watering is 
preferable to evenings. Also in full bloom 
will be gladioli, carnations, chrysanthe-
mums. Dahlias, canna and calla lilies should 
be in full bloom.
Fruits
Main season harvesting commences on 
stone fruits, peaches, nectarines, plums 
and late season apricots. Early season ap-
ples start to ripen later in the month. Citrus 
will need constant irrigation if possible.

Summer prune early season stone fruit 
trees. This replaces winter pruning and 
helps prevent silver leaf disease.

Continue to harvest available fruits, ap-
ples, citrus, berries and grapes enjoy the 
fruits of your labour.
Lawns – Don’t cut too short.
Compost Heap – Turn frequently. 

Stay safe and well.
- Ngatea Garden Circle

Water gardens in evenings

Sustaining soil moisture is a constant chore.    File Photo: PIXABAY
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A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Thank you to our supporters, suppliers and sponsors.
To all of our supporters, suppliers and sponsors, thank you
very much for the support that you have provided to us through
the year.

Without the support of the community Hato Hone St John would
not be able to provide those programmes and services that help to
ststrengthen our community’s resilience.  

Thank you to our volunteers and staff.
>  the volunteers of our Therapy Pets Reading Education Assistance
 Dogs programme
>  the volunteers that help with our Opportunity Retail Shop
>  the volunteers and staff that run our Health Shuttles
>  the volunteer Friends of the Emergency Department / Hospital
>>  the volunteers of the Thames Area Committee and our Patron
>  the volunteers and staff on our ambulances
>  the youth and their volunteer leaders in our Youth programme
>  the volunteer Caring Callers
>  the members of the Order of St John of Jerusalem  

Thank you for your dedicated service and contribution to your
community through Hato Hone St John.

WWe wish you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous and happy 
New Year

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

Hato Hone St John Thames

SPORTS
Pārāwai student wins big 
at Waikato athletics day
Thirteen-year-old Sienna Moore 

was named Year Eight Girl Overall 
Champion at the recent Waikato Full 
Primary Athletics Day, after taking 
out first place in all four of her chosen 
events. 

The Pārāwai School student headed 
to Te Awamutu on November 29 with 
primary students from across the region 
to compete in the 100 metre sprint, 200 
metre sprint, high jump and long jump 
events. 

Sienna’s high jump topped out at 1.32 
metres, and her long jump result was 
4.99 metres - just shy of her personal 
goal of 5 metres, and a new personal 
best. 

At the end of the day, her total of 20 

points was enough to net her the trophy, 
with the runner-up achieving 6 points. 

She was the only athlete on the day 
to win all four chosen events. Her club, 
Thames Amateur Athletics Club, said it 
was very proud of all her efforts. 

“Sienna has the dedication and mind-
set of someone much older than her 13 
years. 

“[She] only trains once a week for 
an hour, whereas the majority to at-
tend these big events from substantial 
schools have daily training and specific 
coaches for their chosen event.”

Sienna’s next long jump goal of hitting 
5m will be attempted at the North Is-
land Colgate Games in January, and the 
following month she will start college 
where she has set her sights on beating 
some school sports records. 

ATHLETICS

Pārāwai School student Sienna Moore at the Waikato athletics meet.                       Photos: SUPPLIED
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• Office • Sleep Outs
• Extra Accommodation

• Storage • Study
• Farm Accommodation

Available in 2 colours
10 sqm - Fully welded
galvanised steel frame

Marine Ply floor,
insulated walls & roof

3 double power points, COC,
interior/exterior light

VIC’S CABINS
WAIKATO

021 0271 6857

cabins for sale

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea, Waihi, Whangamata & Te Aroha
SPRING SPECIAL

Pine $80/cube - Gum $130/cube
Minimum order 3 cubes
Ph: 0800 7754 6827

splintasfirewood

firewood

scrap vehicles
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz
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22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

electrical inspector
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

CALL THE EXPERTS

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Carrying a wealth of knowledge and 30+ 
years of experience in remedial works 

for exterior plastering, Shannon Woolfe of 
Twinwolf Plastering has seen it all.

“I worked after the Christchurch earth-
quakes, I worked there for five years just fix-
ing houses,” he said.

Priding himself on punctuality, cleanli-
ness and a tidy worksite, Shannon is famil-
iar with cleaning up other peoples “shabby 
work”.

“[Foundations] were plastered, they were 
cracking and falling apart. We’d open them 
up and people were stuffing like newspaper 
and sponges in these holes and just plaster-

ing over top of the gib,” he said.
Shifting his family and expertise to Paeroa 

in 2016 was a no-brainer for Shannon, who 
now services the area and surrounds.

 “My partner was from here [Paeroa] origi-
nally. We ended up having twins, so I moved 
from Christchurch to here.”

One thing that hasn’t shifted though, is 
Shannon’s focus on his clients being happy 
and “informed through the process”.

“Seeing the owners happy... seeing that 
they’re pleased with it is probably the best 
part. Definitely not the plaster dust!”
Contact Shannon, Ph: 022 428 2239, or  
email: twinwolfservices@gmail.com.

Plaster of Paeroa: Twinwolf has you covered
Twinwolf Plastering owner Shannon Woolfe is ready to help.         Photo: SUPPLIED
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Storage

Storage

Trades & Services

Public Notice

Storage

Church Notice

Handyman 

Handyman 

Handyman 

Painter 

Situation Vacant

Situation Vacant

Death Notice

For Lease

For Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Health

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, weld-
ing, waterblasting. 
Work is good quality 
and I will not attempt 
to work outside of 
my skills. Insured. 
Dennis Schuler 022 
129 0169

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. 
Call Trev 027 4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Qualified Mechanic Wanted 
Immediate start. 

Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

or phone  027 227 1121

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

Advertise with 
the paper 

that is 
being read

 Valley Profile     
Ph 022 130 3885

Handyman Services
• Waihi and 

surrounding   areas
• Building maintenance 

and repairs
• Mobile - Grant 

027 333 8331
• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Plains Healing 
Centre

Since 1989 now in 
Paeroa as 

Romoco 
Wellness. 

Gentle therapeutic 
manipulation as per 

Harley Blows
07 862 9167

Eazy-Blast water 
blasting. Small jobs. 
Steps, drives, paths, 
patios etc. Text Chris 
021 0852 1825

Weight lifting set. 
Roughly 300 lbs in 
weight. $350. Ph 021 
167 6777

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

signs

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperer

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Proposed Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974, 
notice is hereby given that for the purpose of 
a Highland Games and Tattoo event organised 
by Highland Games and Tattoo Committee 
it is intended to close the following roads to 
ordinary vehicular traffic for the period indicated 
hereunder. During the proposed period of 
closure provision will be made for ordinary 
vehicular traffic, which would otherwise use the 
road, to use alternative routes.
Period of closure: Saturday 10 February 2024 
from 6.30am to 6.30pm.
Roads to be closed in Paeroa:
• Willoughby St, from intersection of SH26 

(Arney St ) to intersection of Corbett St.
• Mackay St, from intersection of SH2 to 

intersection of Willoughby St.
• Hall St, from intersection of SH2 to 

intersection of Willoughby St
• Corbett St, from intersection of Albert St to 

King St
• King St - entire length.
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above regulations 
for any person otherwise than under authority 
of an authorised permit to use the road for 
ordinary vehicular traffic during the proposed 
period of closure.
Any objections should be directed to Transport 
Manager on 07 862 8609 or info@hauraki-dc.
govt.nz by 12 January 2024
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

RICHARDS, 
Francis Tony (F.T.):
Peacefully at home, 
surrounded by his family 
on 17th December, 
2023. Much loved Dad 
of Stephen and Julie; 
Donna, Sue and Matt; 
Wayne and Rosie; 
Craig and Karen; 
Mark and Lisa, and 
step-children Mitch, 
Katie and Stephanie. 
Loved Poppa F.T. of 13 
grandchildren, 5 great-
grandchildren, and 6 
step-grandchildren.
“He lived hard, he 
played hard, and he tried 
to stay hard”.
A celebration of F.T’s 
life will be held at the 
Paeroa Old Boys Rugby 
Clubrooms, Tower 
Street, Paeroa on Friday 
22nd December at 1pm, 
followed by private 
cremation. In lieu of 
flowers, the family would 
appreciate donations 
to The Order of St 
John Waikato for their 
exceptional handling and 
care of F.T. in his final  
moments.

Customer Services Advisor 
Kaitohutohu Ratonga Kiritaki
• Are you Passionate about serving                       

your community?

• Do you bring an optimistic, can-do approach in 
all you do?

• Is motivating people around you to their best 
and looking for solutions when faced with 
challenges your strength?

Then we would love to hear from you!

We have two positions available 

• Full time role (Ngatea): Monday to Friday, 8am 
to 5pm

• Part-time role (Paeroa & Ngatea) : (30 hours 
per week) Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday. You will need to be available between 
8am to 5pm

You will ideally have customer service  
experience, fantastic computer skills and 
knowledge of local government. However, it's all 
about having the right attitude and being a 
willing learner. Being a Customer Services 
Advisor is all about providing service to people, 
therefore, a positive, friendly attitude is essential 
in this role.

You bring the right attitude                                 
we will teach you the skills.

To apply for this job go to: 
haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz/Vacancies 

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

LETTERS
Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 3600. Letters must 
include your full name and address, be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected 
at the editor’s discretion.
INTERWOVEN BACKLASH
First off good on you for pointing out the 
stress this backlash will have caused the loved 
ones of the sculpture’s creator, the late Chris 
Budgen, (Interwoven backlash, Valley Profile, 
P1, December 13). I absolutely love this 
piece and commend the persons behind the 
sponsorship and acknowledgment of thinking 
it a worthy piece of art. I have been appalled 
at the so called responses to this piece. I am a 
regular user of the walkway and it makes me 
smile. My interpretation of this installation is 
that it represents the colours of our world. The 
green representing the hills and landscape that 
surround Thames. The red, Pohutukawa (Xmas 
Tree) planted along the walkway, gracing the 
coast and also planted as a remembrance to 
those fallen for our country in the war. The blue, 
a reflection of our sky and seascape. The yellow 
our wonderful sunny days and glorious coastal 
sunsets. The purple, showing the diversity of 
those who live in Thames. Wow did I get it - 
Interwoven being the world that surrounds 
us... I have spoken to many with most liking it, 
if anything saying it brightens the entrance into 
Thames. Those who don’t use the walkway 
have all noticed it and the same can’t be said 
about the other sculptures, which are easy 
to drive by without noticing them. Most of 
the people have noticed the piece next to the 
Aerodrome, the Horseshoe strobes, but the 
Jandal and the piece by the Kauaeranga bridge 

weren’t even acknowledged as being seen yet 
they have been up for a longtime. Personally, I 
like all of them and they all have their place. For 
those concerned about the cost, find out first 
the facts before you condemn. It would have 
just taken a phone call to the council (or email) 
to find out YOUR RATES money wasn’t used. My 
condolences to those who knew Chris Budgen 
and the stress this must be causing you but have 
heart, there are lots of people who just love it 
and I know now don’t even look at social media 
for the sure and certain reason that a lot of it is 
full of negative response as they have nothing 
better to do and probably don’t do much to 
help others around them either.

- Wendy Courtney

The Interwoven scuplture at Totara, near Thames. 
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HOLIDAY HEALTHCARE SUPPORT
Some medical centres and pharmacies may be closed or have limited hours during the
holidays. Visit healthpoint.co.nz to find local healthcare services.

SPREAD SUNSHINE
NOT BUGS
• Rest up at home
if you’re sick.
Don’t travel or attend gatherings.
If you have cold, flu or COVID-19 symptoms
take a RAT test

• If you test positive for COVID-19, monitor
and manage your symptoms.
You should isolate for at least 5 days.
Visit info.health.nz for COVID-19 info

STAY HEALTHY AND
GO WELL THIS SUMMER
PLAN AHEAD
• COVID-19 is still a risk this summer

so protect yourself, your whānau, and your
community by getting immunised.
It’s a good idea to pack RATs, hand sanitiser
and face masks

• Stock up on your repeat prescriptions.
Some pharmacies may not carry certain
medicines, or have limited stock,
so be prepared and take
what you need with you

Find out more

info.health.nz

UNWELL? UNSURE? MAKE A CALL
• Healthline 0800 611 116 – free medical advice 24/7
• Ka Ora Telecare 0800 252 672 (0800 2 KA ORA) – for people in rural areas from 5pm-8am

on weekdays and 24 hours a day on weekends and public holidays. Nurse consultation free.
Children under 14 free. Fees apply for clinician appointments.
For details or to book visit kaora.co.nz

• Need to talk? 1737 – free call or text 1737 any time to talk with a trained counsellor
• Always call 111 for an emergency –In an emergency call 111

or go directly to the closest hospital emergency department

VISIT A PHARMACY
A pharmacist is a qualified health professional who can give health advice.

HEALTHCARE IN THAMES AND COROMANDEL
Thames Hospital Emergency Department
Thames Hospital emergency department will be open providing
critical and emergency care 24/7. If you do find yourself in our Thames Hospital emergency
department, make sure you have a plan for getting home once you’re discharged.
Most patients leave the emergency department after treatment. Keep in mind that there are
very limited Uber and taxi services available in Thames,

Colville Community Health Centre
2299 Colville Road, Coromandel
Call first on 07 866 6618, appointments for casual
patients are available
Open 8.30am-4.30pm 18, 20, 22, 27 and
29 December. Open 3 and 5 January
Closed 19, 21, 23-26, 28, 30 December-
2 January and 4 January

Coromandel Family Health Centre
80 Kapanga Road, Coromandel
Call first on 07 866 8500, appointments for
casual patients are available
Open 8.30am-5pm 18-22 December,
27-29 December, 3-5 January
Closed 23-26 December, 30 December-
2 January

Mercury Bay Medical Centre
83 Joan Gaskell Drive, Whitianga
Call first on 07 866 5911 appointments for casual
patients are available. 24/7 on-call.
Open 8.45am to 5pm 26 December- 19 January
Closed Christmas Day

Paeroa Medical Centre
4 Queen Street, Paeroa
Call 07 8632112, no casual appointments available
Open 8am- 4pm 23 December, 28-30 December,
4-6 January
Closed 24-27 December, 31 December-3 January

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street, Thames
Call 07 8689444
No casual appointments available
Open 8.30am-5pm except on
public holidays and weekends

Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki
THAMES – 210 Richmond Street, Thames and
Thames Hospital Clinical Centre Mary Street
PAEROA – 15 Princes Street, Paeroa
TE AROHA – 221 Whitaker Street, Te Aroha
COROMANDEL – 225 Kapanga Road, Coromandel
WHITIANGA – 2 Coghill Street, Whitianga

Call first on 07 868 0033, appointments for
casual patients may be available

Open 8.30am-5pm 27-28 December
Open 8.30am-1pm 29 December
Closed from 1pm 21-26 December
Closed 30 December-2 January

Waihi Family Doctors
43 Kenny Street, Waihi
Call 07 863 2112, no casual appointments available
Open 8.30am-5pm 28-30 December
Closed but on-call 27 December, 3 January
Closed 24-26 December, 31 December-2 January

Waihi Health Centre
1 Mueller Street, Waihi
Call first on 07 8638195. appointments for casual
patients are available
Open 8am-5pm 28 December-2 January
Reduced hours 8am-1pm 31 December-2 January
Closed 24-27 December, 3 January

Whangamatā Medical Centre
103 Lincoln Road, Whangamatā
Call first on 07 865 8032, appointments for casual
patients are available
Open 9am-5pm 18-22 December,
27 December- 5 January
Open 9am-1pm 23 December
Open 12pm-1pm 24 December
Closed 25-26 December

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

• Design of reinforced concrete, steel & timber

structures • Commercial buildings

• Seismic assessments of existing buildings

• Retaining walls • Industrial warehouses

• Architectural homes • Residential projects

Structural Engineering Excellence

visit www.petch.nz • info@pce.nz • 022 023 9502

St George’s 
Church

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

CHRISTMAS EVE
9.30AM, 7PM & 11PM

CHRISTMAS DAY
9.30AM

All Welcome!All Welcome!

Christmas at St James 

 

 
 

Christmas Eve – 7pm – Christmas carols 

and the Christmas story 

All welcome 
 

 

Where?  St James Union Church,  

Cnr Pollen &Pahau Street, Thames 

Any queries phone Daryl – 027 6989 526 

 

 

 
 

We are looking for an experienced 
Technician to join us at Tony Richards 

Toyota, Paeroa.
You will need to meet the following 
requirements:
• Have a minimum of 3 years workshop 
   experience
• Expert in repairs and servicing of all 
   makes and models of cars essential
Please email your CV to Stephen Richards

admin@tr.toyota.co.nz

Glazier / General Hand
Full Time / Part Time
Starting 8th Jan 2024

We are seeking a motivated person to join 
our busy Auto Glass, Glass and Balustrade 
business.
You will need: Current clean driver’s 
license, the ability to work as a team 
member or unsupervised, DIY attitude a 
bonus. Full training will be given. 

Please apply in writing with current C.V.
Applications close 4th Jan 2024

To: The Manager
Thames Glass and Screens Ltd

P.O. Box 125
Thames

Or Email: thamesglass@xtra.co.nz

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Church Notice Church Notice

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Maggots, 4 Down and out, 9 Glucose, 13 Glad, 14 Dragon, 15 Reside, 16 Caprice, 18 Sea, 20
Child’s play, 21 Nose ring, 22 Gavel, 25 Cinema, 26 Throne, 28 Apprehend, 33 Balanced, 34 Meagre, 35
Naughty, 39 Thespian, 40 Flight, 41 Name, 42 Happy, 43 Dirge, 46 Ill-gotten gains, 53 Apart, 56 Spoof, 57
Calm, 58 Shared, 59 Doubloon, 62 Graphic, 63 Flaunt, 64 Negative, 67 Secateurs, 69 Orrery, 70 Slogan,
74 Gamut, 75 Affluent, 77 Continuous, 81 Asp, 83 Copious, 84 Sprang, 85 Leeway, 86 Fang, 87 Release,
88 Repugnance, 89 Auditor.

DOWN: 1 Magic, 2 Gradient, 3 Script, 4 Dogma, 5 Wins, 6 Arrange, 7 Desist, 8 Under, 10 Loam, 11 Certain,
12 Secret, 17 Adam’s apple, 19 Angry 23 Bordello, 24 Sheaf, 25 Created, 27 Hock, 29 Piranha, 30 Salami,
31 Carton, 32 Stupor, 34 Might, 36 Grasp, 37 Gear, 38 Omen, 44 Impure, 45 Group, 47 Lead, 48 Gambler,
49 Tissue, 50 Exact, 51 Greenery, 52 Shoots, 53 Ambivalent, 54 Atom, 55 Tension, 60 Vital, 61 Agar, 65
Beefy, 66 Ignorant, 68 Erudite, 69 Octagon, 71 Cajole, 72 Déjà vu, 73 Strata, 76 Lapse, 78 Obese, 79
Sugar, 80 Fuss, 82 Plan.

151

ACROSS
1 Stop or refrain from
talking (6,4,3)
8 Imprudent (6)
14 Place at intervals (5)
15 Look like (8)
16 Street musicians (7)
17 Vertical
passageway (5)
18 Auction item (3)
19 Say again (7)
21 Travel plan (9)
22 Law-abiding (6)
25 Main spouts (anag)
(10)
27 Begin (8)
28 Limp (6)
31 Loudness (6)
33 Infatuated (7)
34 Gallows (6)
35 Optical glass (4)
37 Dead heat (3)
39 Smokestack (4)
40 Soft Italian cheese
(7)
41 Restore friendly
relations between (9)
42 Shouting (7)
43 Insulating
substance (8)
48 Enhance (8)
52 Probabilities (7)
56 Welder’s gas (9)
57 Makes (7)
58 As well (4)
59 Large beer or wine
cask (3)
60 Vessel (4)
61 Long sea trip (6)
62 Furtiveness (7)
63 Gained after
expenses (6)

65 Chaos (6)
66 Idle or inert (8)
68 Spicy biscuits (10)
71 Fish covering (6)
72 Not compulsory (9)
74 Deer meat (7)
76 Plant juice (3)
79 Supple (5)
80 Heedfulness (7)
81 Coffee drug (8)
83 Direct the course
of (5)
84 Crops up (6)
85 Have a rest during
vigorous activity (4,1,8)

DOWN
2 Futile (7)
3 Embezzlement (5)
4 Pen end (3)
5 Poverty (4)
6 Prove the truth of
(12)
7 Norwegian
playwright (5)
8 Sudden strong
increase (7)
9 Flying stinger (4)
10 Winding ski course
(6)
11 Imperfection (5)
12 Give evidence (7)
13 Causing harm or
injury (11)
14 Church spire (7)
20 Highly confidential
(3,6)
23 Cuts open and
examines (8)
24 Floating lump (7)
26 Stringed instrument
(7)

27 Old name for China
(6)
29 Foretell (7)
30 Save from danger
(6)
32 Eyes amorously (5)
34 Wish-granter (5)
36 Pottery beer mug
(5)
38 Hidden drawback
(4)
43 Pile up (5)
44 Conciseness of
expression (7)
45 River in the
underworld (4)
46 Wild cat (6)
47 Adhesive (5)
48 Emerging from
eggs (8)
49 Not expressing
genuine feelings (9)
50 Make more cheerful
(7)
51 Come after (5)
52 French painter (7)
53 Clearly obvious (11)
54 Plot (6)
55 Aggressive
behaviour (12)
64 Fiasco (7)
65 Communiqué (7)
67 Options (7)
69 Defeat heavily (7)
70 Court clown (6)
71 Pamper (5)
73 Siberian forest (5)
75 Bungling (5)
77 Church seats (4)
78 Wound crust (4)
82 Enemy (3)

 SUDOKU               131

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                151

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Slicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

• Mobility Scooters
• Wheelchairs
• Walkers
• Electric Lift Chairs

We do our best to source other products on request

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

607MackaySt, Thames (Opposite the hospital) •Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 •E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE
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MEGA DEMO SALE !

SAVE $3,000!

NOW $21,990 NOW $27,495 NOW $24,990 NOW $28,990

NOW $38,990NOW $38,990NOW $30,995NOW $26,995
SAVE $3,500! SAVE $2,000! SAVE $2,000! SAVE $3,000!

SAVE $4,000! SAVE $6,000!

2023 SUZUKI SWIFT GL

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ07 862 8783 021 906 931
MARK ROSS39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA

2023 SUZUKI SWIFT RS
HYBRID

2023 SUZUKI SWIFT RS
HYBRID

2022 SUZUKI VITARA
AWDHYBRID AWDHYBRID

2023 SUZUKI SWIFT RS
TURBO

2023 SUZUKI S-CROSS
JLX

2023 SUZUKI VITARA
HYBRID

2023 JIMNY CARRY
JLX HYBRID

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

• Two Bedroom Villas

ENQUIRE TODAY!


