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A woman shuffles past carrying a 
box of food. Two more are at a 

table, their focused eyes fixated on 
a half-completed puzzle. Sitting at 
the far wall, watching on, is a man.

He says he’s getting baptised on 
Sunday.

“I’m looking forward to it. Very 
much so. I’m not nervous,” he 
says. He’s even had a shave for the 
occasion, and it was the baptist 
church in Thames that gifted him 
with the gear.

It’s at the baptist church where 
his immersion will take place.

“Don’t blame the blue,” pas-
tor Chris Lee says, referring to 
the baptism pool hidden under-
neath the floor of the 154-year-old 
church. “I chose it.” 

The baptismal font is rather 
striking, and even has the luxury 
of being warmer than the Tararu 
Creek this time of year. Annually, 
it’s used at least four times for 
baptisms and the most recent peo-
ple taking the plunge have come 
through the church’s ‘305’ service.

“We had a guy who was so keen 
to be baptised, he jumped in,” 
Chris says. “Didn’t even use the 
stairs.” 

The man awaiting his baptism, 
who The Profile has agreed not to 
name, has been using the church’s 
305 facilities - such as its free 
breakfast and food parcels - for 
around two-and-a-half years. It’s 
known by the three numbers for 
its location along Mary St, and it 
averages more than 300 visits a 
month.

The man says he feels safe at the 

church. “[Baptism] is not a prereq-
uisite,” Chris explains, “but they 
grow in their faith and baptism is 
part of that growth.”

The community ministries arm 
of the church, under the banner of 
Living Well Trust, tries to meet the 
needs of the poor in Thames. 

The manager of the trust, Caro-
line Talbot, oversees the food par-
cel and Tasty Tuesday meal ser-
vices and says need comes in all 
shapes and sizes. 

When The Profile visits the 
church on a Wednesday morning, 

there are not only people eating 
the free cornflakes for breakfast, 
but behind the scenes there are 
volunteers, busily packing food 
parcels. 

From the laden shelves they 
grab canned goods, cleaning prod-
ucts, pantry staples, and even 
treats like chewing gum. Before 
being presented to a person in 
need, the boxes are topped up with 
meat and dairy, and any additional 
items such as toiletries, nappies, 
and gluten free food.

An open door policyAn open door policy

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

 Thames Baptist Church pastor Chris Lee and 
Living Well Trust manager Caroline Talbot. 

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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07 868 6608
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fire and heating needs.
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Weare your local Kent indoorwood fire dealer. For over 40 years Kent wood fires have
been heating New Zealand homes, creating a warm, cosy haven that Kiwi’s look forward

to enjoying. Designed in New Zealand for your New Zealand home, Kent indoor wood fires
come with a 15 year warranty, backed by service and support at your doorstep.

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display advertise-
ments in The Valley 

Profile, then email admin@valley-
profile.co.nz with your full name 
and postal address, and the busi-
ness name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to go 
in the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last issue it was in the Snowden’s 
Menswear ad.
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Funding boost for $2m Waihī ‘hub’
The Waihī Community Forum 

has received a “significant” 
funding boost for its Outdoor 
Recreation Hub, set to add $2 
million to the face of recreation 
in Waihī. 

There’s plans for the Morgan 
Park hub to feature a modern 
skate park, pump track, play-
ground area, and barbecue, and 
a recent $150,000 grant from 
Hauraki District Council’s Waihī 
Ward Recreation Fund, plus 
an additional $150,000 from 
OceanaGold Waihī, had allowed 
the project to take another step 
towards its goal.

“We want to do something 
that’s really going to last and that 
our community wants, and all 
up, we’re looking at about $2m 
for the cost of the entire hub,” 
Waihī Ward Councillor and com-
munity forum member Anne 
Marie Spicer said.

“We realise this is a significant 
cost, but the forum hopes to get 
most of that funding from large 
organisations like Lotteries and 
Trust Waikato.”

If successful with its fundrais-
ing, Cr Spicer said the project will 
then start “immediately” - begin-
ning with the pump track, which 
will feature an experienced and 
wheelchair-friendly beginners 
track.

Alongside the track, there will 
also be a skate park, a barbecue 
area with tables, a playground 
upgrade, and an exercise park. 

“We’re working with commu-
nity members on various aspects 
of the hub and would love to hear 

Anne Marie Spicer, right, at the forum’s recent community hui.                       Photo: SUPPLIED

from anyone interested in skate-
boarding and exercise equip-
ment, in particular,” Cr Spicer 
said.

The Waihī Community Forum 
has been involved in several suc-
cessful community projects in 
the Hauraki town. Past initiatives 
include murals, a 3x3 basketball 
area, and the community play-
ground at Waihī East School. 

Forum chair Belinda Burke 
said the recent $300,000 dona-
tions would “make a massive dif-

ference” to what they’ll be able to 
achieve at the hub.

“We’re now confident we’ll be 
able to apply for some really good 
funding from external sources, 
which means we can do some-
thing exceptional for our local 
community at Morgan Park.” 

The forum will continue to ap-
ply for funding from local sources 
before applying to Lotteries in 
January. 

“We know that the more we 
can secure now, the more likely 

we are to build something special 
here,” Belinda said.

“We’re appealing to local or-
ganisations or businesses who 
would like to donate anything to 
this project - the more commu-
nity buy-in we have, the better.”
DETAILS: If you would like to contact 
the forum on this or other forum 
initiatives, you can email Paula at: 
wcfinformation@gmail.com.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Scouts face heatwave, typhoon in South Korea
A campsite plagued by heatstroke, an 

imminent typhoon alert, and an early 
evacuation were some of the things three lo-
cal scouts were not expecting as part of their 
“once in a lifetime” jamboree.

But despite the unideal conditions, they 
reckon it was “the most fun” they’d ever had.

Hauraki Plains College students Thomas 
Brown, Cayden de Graaf, and Hamish Pat-
erson have returned from the World Scout 
Jamboree in South Korea - which was evac-
uated four days before anticipated due to an 
incoming typhoon. 

The 15-year-olds are all Venturers with 
the Clevedon Scout contingent and were 
three of the 92 Kiwis that attended the 
12-day-long jamboree in the southwestern 
Jeolla province.

They were joined by 42,000 other scouts 
from 150 countries.

“The campsite was 2kms in width and 
5kms in length,” Hamish told The Profile. “It 
was split off into different sections: 18 sub-
camps and each subcamp had 3,500 people 
in it. It took us ages just to cover half of it.”

The boys said the jamboree began with 50 
cleaners on site, but then the South Korean 
Government enlisted the help of its army 
and increased the cleaning staff to 700.

“At the start, you walked in and you want-
ed to walk back out,” Cayden said. “They did 
fix it up in the end but by that time, we had a 
typhoon coming through and we were mov-
ing out.” 

The World Scout Jamboree is held every 
four years, with the next in Poland in 2027. 
The students said the camp’s set up was akin 
to the Olympics’, but the province’s 34 de-
gree heat and 75 per cent humidity made for 
some challenging living situations. 

“You’d wake up at 6am because it was 
too hot to sleep any further, go pick up your 
breakfast for the group, go and cook it, and 

Thomas Brown, Hamish Paterson, and Cayden de Graaf have returned from the World Scout Jamboree in South Korea.   Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

from there you basically had designated ac-
tivities,” they said.

“But with 42,000 people trying to get on 
the buses at the same time, it was hard to 
get to your activity… and they were worried 
about people’s health because it was so hot 
and people were getting heat stroke.” 

The New Zealand contingent of 67 scouts 
and 25 adults left the site early on August 

8 but continued on to Seoul for the jambo-
ree’s closing ceremony. Thomas said they’d 
heard that the campsite had a couple of new 
“swimming pools” following the typhoon. 

But even though it wasn’t the experience 
they may have been anticipating, the three 
scouts all agreed the jamboree was “amaz-
ing”.

“Yes, things went bad but you can’t do 

anything about that,” Cayden said. “For me 
personally, I enjoyed it. It’s something we’d 
never forget.”

“It was definitely the most fun I’ve ever 
had,” Hamish added. 

“You couldn’t recreate it if you tried.” 
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Throws for cold
Merino (1.85 m x 1.4 m)
100% Wool (2m x 1.4m)

• Cushions

• Jewellery

• Wall Art• Handbags & Accessories
• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards

• Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

• Possum Merino Gloves
• Alpaca and mohair throws

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

Mystery disappearance on Paeroa river
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

A hat upon the water was all 
that remained in the mystery 

disappearance of a man near the 
Rangiora Ferry on the Ohinemuri 
River about seven miles from 
Paeroa in May 1913. A man, de-
scribed as about 30, and 5 feet 8 
inches in height, was seen by the 
ferryman standing on the river 
bank, but his attention was di-
verted for a few minutes. When he 
looked again, the man had disap-
peared, and all that disturbed the 
scene was the waterborne hat. A 
search was made, but as no trace 
of the man found. The hat was a 
new one and inside it was a por-
tion of newspaper dated February 
13. A short time before the inci-
dent a young man was seen walk-
ing along the railway line towards 
the the ferry, by Mrs Dunlop, 
mother of the ferryman, and she 
spoke to him. He did not reply.

“Is the owner drowned?” asked 
the NZ Herald. The police thought 
so and they thoroughly searched 
and dragged the river, but without 
success. The sudden disappear-
ance of the unknown man was 
bewildering - nobody had been 

General image of a ferryman in 1900s.                           Photo: SUPPLIED

reported missing and there was no 
clue as to the stranger’s identity.

Three days later a man was re-
ported missing from Thames. 

His description matched that of 
the man seen near the ferry, and 
as the man from Thames has been 
acting in a peculiar manner it was 
feared that he may have fallen into 
the river. He was subject to fits and 
memory loss.

The next day a body was found 
about 90 yards below the ferry. It 

was clothed in a cravenette over-
coat; the hands were clasped on 
the chest and the expression of the 
face was peaceful. 

In the pockets were a watch - 
stopped at 3.30 - and 10 shillings 6 
pence in money. He was identified 
as 37 year old John James O’Brien 
by his brother William. John was a 
single man, who had once been a 
Thames mining labourer, recently 
employed on the sewerage works 
in Auckland. He had been missing 

Free budget advice is available 
to people in the Thames region. 

The Thames Community 
Centre has joined with Thames 
Budget Service to offer a series 
of money management work-
shops over four weeks, begin-
ning on September 13. 

The workshops will teach 
practical money skills including 
budgeting and debt manage-
ment, as well as providing infor-
mation about spending habits, 
financial literacy and how to use 
KiwiSaver. 

Community Centre manager 
Jeff Whitfield said the work-
shops were part of the centre’s 
aim to develop community edu-
cation services. 

“It’s designed for people who 
just want to get a better handle 
on what they’ve got, what they’re 
spending and what options there 
are - just basic money manage-
ment,” he said. 

“Our organisation has a phi-
losophy of connection, learning 
and sharing. We strive to collab-
orate with other organisations to 
make services accessible.”
DETAILS: Free budget advice work-
shop at the Thames Community 
Centre, 609 Mackay St. Sessions 
run from 2-3pm on Sep 13, 20, 27 
and Oct 4. Call 07 868 9797 for 
more information. 

Free budget 
workshops
set to begin

since the previous Monday and 
was assumed to have come to the 
Thames Valley by train.

William O’Brien testified that at 
Auckland John came home from 
his work at 11am saying he was 
not well, and afterwards went out 
for a walk. The next time he saw 
him was days later when his body 
was taken out of the Ohinemuri 
River. John had been subject to 
apoplectic fits, which had been 
worse during the past five years. 
Over the years William had been 
called away to Komata, Karanga-
hake and Auckland to attend to 
his brother when he had these at-
tacks. 

About four years previously 
John walked straight off the end of 
the Coromandel wharf. Eighteen 
months earlier John disappeared 
from Auckland for eight days, 
and when he returned his clothes 
were torn, his mind was a blank 
and he did not know he had been 
away. William said John was a fair 
swimmer and should have been 
able to get out of the river easily if 
he was not in a fit. He was an ad-
dicted cigarette smoker and the 
doctors said this affected his brain 
and heart. Constable Heeps said 
there were no signs of footmarks 
or struggling where John went 
into the river. The inquiry then 
adjourned to the residence of Mr 
Dunlop, ferryman, who was too ill 
to leave the house. He gave his evi-
dence while in bed. A verdict was 
returned that John was found in 
the river, but there was not suffi-
cient evidence to show how he got 
there.

John was buried at Shortland 
cemetery, Thames. His grieving 
mother died five months later and 
was interred beside him.

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the 
Valley Profile are available

for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz 

0204 0944 853
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Church not ‘enabling’ but ‘transforming’ 
Chris Cheetham, Lynley Gray, 
and Tammy Colquhoun all started 
volunteering for the trust around 
June, realising they had spare 
time on their hands and that the 
spare time could be used to help 
others.

“My little one is going to kindy 
now and I needed something to 
do to occupy myself,” Tammy ex-
plains, “and what better way than 
to help those less fortunate?

“Karma is always classed as a 
negative thing but it is positive 
as well. Giving back… I believe it 
comes back in other ways.”

In March of this year, the baptist 
church handed out 50 food parcels 
that fed 175 people (87 adults and 
88 children). Their once-a-week 
hot meal, Tasty Tuesday, had 71 
attendees over three weeks.

The numbers were similar in 
April: 41 food parcels and 68 at-
tendees for Tasty Tuesday. 

Amanda Goldfinch works at the 
front of the church handing out 
food parcels. She has also been 
volunteering for Tasty Tuesday for 
nine years, choosing what meals 
to cook and gathering the ingre-
dients.

She says the service is much ap-
preciated by those who use it.

“They’re overwhelmed and very 
thankful, and for Tasty Tuesday, 
to know that they are enjoying the 
food and that they are at least hav-
ing a healthy meal once a week… I 
don’t feel like it’s ‘me’ and ‘them’ 

- it’s a community.” 
For the month of March, 395 

people utilised the open door 
policy of the baptist church, but 
The Profile earlier reported that 
their presence was causing unease 
among workers in the CBD. 

Due to the location of the 305, 
concerns were raised on social 
media about the “aggression and 
intimidation” spilling out of the 
church and into public areas such 
as Pollen St, the former Vibe, and 
Goldfields Shopping Centre. The 

church was also accused of “ena-
bling” anti-social behaviours. 

But not all of those who use the 
305 services are homeless, Chris 
and Caroline say, but all are in 
need of food and a safe place to be.

“We’re open for four hours, four 

Lynley Gray, Tammy Colquhoun, Caroline Talbot, and Chris Cheetham help out creating food parcels for those in need.
                              Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

CONTINUED FROM P1 days a week,” Chris says. “Are we 
enabling them? 

“I don’t question why people 
need food parcels, or why they 
need breakfast. We’re not ena-
bling them, but it irks me that 
people think that.” 

Another challenge for the 
church is funding, Chris says, and 
he explains that available fund-
ing is back to a “pre-Covid level”, 
while services and need remains 
at a “post-Covid level”. 

The church applies for funding 
from government and non-gov-
ernment agencies, as well as phi-
lanthropists, but largely relies on 
donations. 

Winding back to the front of the 
church, moving past a knitting 
and craft circle where yarn lies 
at feet and a dog cuddles within 
a sweatshirt and there is a strict 
“women only” rule imposed, Chris 
and Caroline encourage anyone of 
any need to “come and see what 
we do”.

“I just get a kick out of people 
being transformed, even if they 
never step into the church. It 
doesn’t matter their background 
or status,” Chris says. “It’s just 
very rewarding.” 
DETAILS: The food bank is open 
Monday to Thursday, 9am-11.30am. 
For information about other church 
services and the Living Well Trust, 
find Thames Baptist Church on Fa-
cebook.
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From left: Carol Linton, Elaine Lally and Maggie Gribble with the handcrafted wares at the Paeroa RSA.

Daffodil 
Day events 
blossom 
The Ngātea War Memorial 
Hall was packed as 150 peo-
ple attended the Lions Club 
Daffodil Day cancer fund-
raiser on August 23. Mean-
while, the Paeroa RSA was a 
sea of yellow for their event 
on August 28, with balloons, 
yellow-themed table settings, 
and of course, the ubiquitous 
bunches of daffodils. Both 
events were filled with laugh-
ter, food and conversation.  
Valley Profile reporter ALICE 
PARMINTER popped in to 
take a look.

A group of guests gather to celebrate the morning at Ngātea. 

Rae Challis and Audrey Sarjant.

Lion’s Club members Ros Foster, Bruce Foster and 
Sybil Howard welcome guests into the hall. Esme Richardson, Chrissy Tegg and Jan Martinovich. 

Joy Irwin and Trish Smith.

Joan Waterson picked over 1000 
daffodils, raising $750. 

From left: Jan Bradley, Gaylene Middleton, Jocelyn Davies 
and Janet Graham settle in at the Paeroa RSA. 



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     August 30, 2023, THE VALLEY PROFILE 07

Women on wheels to whip into Waihī
Watch out Waihī, a mob 

of lady motorcyclists are 
heading your way. 

The Warm Kiwi lady motor-
cycle event is on from Septem-
ber 1-3, and will see between 50 
and 80 riders descend on the 
town. The annual event raises 
funds for the women’s refuge, 
with this years’ proceeds going 
to the Hauraki Women’s ref-
uge. 

“It’s all about giving back 
to women,” organiser Wendy 
Ploeg said. 

“And I decided to make it a 
charity event to get more ladies 
together.”

Warm Kiwi was inspired by 
an annual men’s motorcycle 
event called Cold Kiwi, which 
involves riding to Ruapehu and 
camping in tents in the snow. 

“[Warm Kiwi is] on the same 
weekend as the Cold Kiwi. The 
men go to Ruapehu … at the 
foot of the mountain and they 
freeze themselves. They stay in 
tents,” Wendy said. 

“We decided to have an event 
that was cosy - in motels, close 
to hot pools, with a ride. It’s a 
bit of a no-brainer.”

Attendees will begin their 
weekend with a meet-and-
greet on Friday evening. Sat-
urday will be jam-packed with 
activity as the ladies ride to 
Paeroa for a high tea, then trek 

to Athenree for a soak in the 
hot pools. 

They will round off the even-
ing with dinner and an auction 
at the Waihī Memorial RSA. 
Wendy, an auctioneer for Ray 
White, said she had secured 
some big-ticket items for the 
auction including Avon motor-
cycle tyres, rider training, whis-
key, clothing and accessories. 

Wendy was particularly ex-

cited about the high tea, which 
will be held at Rev’s Motorcycle 
Centre in Paeroa. 

“We’ve gone all out, we’ve got 
fascinators, hats, fine china and 
cake plates. So the girls in their 
leathers will be putting on hats 
and having high tea,” Wendy 
said. 

Rev’s operations director 
Joanne Burns was also thrilled 
to be part of the event. 

“Women [riders] are my fo-
cus, trying to capture that mar-
ket because no one else wants 
it,” Joanne said.  

“I have met some of the 
most beautiful ladies coming 
through this shop. A ladies ride 
seemed like a perfect idea.” 

The women said the weekend 
would cater to everyone, from 
beginners to seasoned veter-
ans. 

Joanne Burns, left, and Wendy Ploeg will be hosting a high tea for more than 50 motorcycle-riding women at Rev’s 
Motorcycle Centre on September 2                                        Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

“You get ladies on 250s 
who have just started riding, 
round to people like me who 
have been riding for years and 
years,” Wendy said.  

“The fastest growing demo-
graphic in motorcycle riders at 
the moment is women.”

Joanne said the appeal of rid-
ing was clear for many women. 

“It’s freedom in your head. 
You don’t think about what 
you’re doing with the kids, you 
don’t think about what’s for 
dinner, you have to concen-
trate on what you’re doing,” 
she said. 

“It’s actually quite empow-
ering. For a lot of women it’s 
also outside their own comfort 
zone. 

“The bikes are heavy, they’re 
big, they go fast … it’s just such 
a good feeling.”

“Men use the word camara-
derie. I don’t know what word 
women use but there is a real 
sense of camaraderie and sup-
port amongst the women,” 
Wendy said. 

“It’s amazing who you meet, 
it’s just wonderful. And I think 
the fact that we’re giving back 
is a big thing for the girls as 
well.” 
DETAILS: Warm Kiwi, 1-3 Sep-
tember in Waihī and surrounds. 
See www.facebook.com/warm-
kiwiladies for more information. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Do
EYE STRAINEEYYEE SSTTRRAAAIINN
Do you have any of the following

symptoms when using a
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa�gue • Light sensi�vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina�on

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the difference

Sustainability focus for new businesses
Students from Hauraki Plains 

College are sharpening their 
business sense for a competi-
tion that sees real products go to 
market.

Ben Shackleton, Ryan Denize, 
Ethan Claridge, Jack Anderson, 
Holly Harris, and Marcus Ben-
nett are all taking part in the 
Young Enterprise Scheme, a 
national programme in which 
students set up and run a real 
business.

At Hauraki Plains College, the 
course is being guided by busi-
ness studies teacher John Tate, 
and the products being pro-
duced by the pupils all keep sus-
tainability front of mind.

There’s Good Goat Soap; 
Tyred Dogz dog beds; The Green 
Beanbag Company; Shot Bro or-
ganic juices; and Takutai coast-
ers for couches. 

Each of the students have their 
own roles within the established 
businesses, such as CEO, head 
of finance, head of production, 
and marketing manager. 

“My mate’s mum has always 
been very big on soap making, 
and so we started taking notes 
from her,” Ben, 17, said of Good 
Goat Soap. “We learned how to 
make soap and make it from 
goat’s milk, which is an environ-
mentally-friendly alternative to 
regular soap.

“We’ve had some pretty big 
success in places like Thames, 
and we’ve learned how to run a 
business along the way.” 

The other enterprises also 

The business studies students from Hauraki Plains College have all learned what it takes to create and market a product.         Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

have a sustainability focus. Ryan 
said he and his Tyred Dogz group 
recognised the amount of end-
of-life tyres disposed of through 
landfill or left within the envi-
ronment, and “wanted to create 
a product using them”. 

Ethan’s team from The Green 
Beanbag Company took issue 
with “fast fashion” and so have 
designed beanbags using recy-
cled curtains and duvets, filling 
the bags using non-polystyrene 
beans. 

Holly and Jack from Shot Bro 
have created organic juice shots 
using all natural ingredients and 
no preservatives. Flavours aim to 
target different areas of the body, 
and include an immunity boost 
juice filled with vitamin C; a 
green juice with kiwifruit and ap-
ple; and a berry juice filled with 
antioxidants to promote healthy 
skin. All contain locally-sourced 
honey.

Meanwhile, Marcus and his 
team have created Takutai - 

coasters for couches. The coast-
ers are made using recycled kau-
ri wood and the fabric is sourced 
from Guthrie Bowron off-cuts.

“We saw on the market that 
couch coasters are all normally 
very expensive, so instead of 
spending lots of money on ex-
pensive wood and expensive fab-
ric to make it all look as perfect as 
possible, we thought let’s recycle 
and make them in the woodwork 
room at lunch.” 

The Young Enterprise Scheme 

is designed so secondary school 
students are able to set up and 
run a real business. The Wai-
kato regional finals will be held 
on October 19, with the national 
awards on December 7.

All five groups from Hauraki 
Plains College will be selling their 
wares throughout the Thames 
Valley, and can be found online 
or via the school. 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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myfeed.co.nz | Brettp@myfeed.co.nz

All blends are custom made through a mixer wagon so
all your girls are getting the same uniform feed/minerals.

Custom made to fit your farming system and diet requirements.

We work while you & your girls Make the Moolah!

CALLNOW 0272 240 728

YOUR LOCAL FEED SUPPLIER IN PAEROA

PK/Molasses.
Bulk products direct.
Custom Blends all through mixer wagon
for a more uniform blend.
Minerals/Trace Minerals/Custom
Made Mineral Blends.
Contracts.
Auger and bulk delivery for silo
and bunker.

CALFMEAL

Highly palatable Calf Meal with all the
Vitamins & Minerals with Coccidiostat.
Available in 500kg and 1000kg bulk bags.
Competitively Priced.

Pellets

Blends

Less/No Dust

High
Energy Oil

Waikato Regional Council has initi-
ated a prosecution against a pig-

gery farm near Te Aroha following an 
investigation into the discharge of ef-
fluent into a stream.

The prosecution has been taken un-
der the Resource Management Act and 
comes as a result of an active investi-
gation by the council into alleged on-
going, uncontrolled and unauthorised 
discharges to both land and water over 
the past six months.

It’s alleged the effluent entered the 
Patuwhao Stream, which flows to the 
Waihou River, resulting in the council 
urging downstream landowners with 
surface water takes to exercise caution 
until the risk passed.

An interim Enforcement Order from 

the Environment Court, issued by 
Judge Melinda Dickey on Friday, Au-
gust 4, remains in place. It requires the 
piggery company to cease discharging 
a contaminant on to land in circum-
stances which may result in it entering 
water.

Council regional compliance man-
ager Patrick Lynch said staff had been 
carrying out regular inspections of the 
site. “There has been some improve-
ment. The volume and frequency of the 
discharges has decreased, though there 
is still work to do and we will continue 
to monitor activities on the site.

“It’s important we do not jeopardise 
the matter before the court, so we will 
not be able to provide any further detail 
at this time,” Mr Lynch said.

Prosecution initiated over 
piggery effluent discharges

Waikato Regional Council 
responds to a piggery 

effluent discharge in Au-
gust 2023.

Photo: SUPPLIED/WRC
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Golden YearsGolden Years

As a child, a travel agent was 
what I always wanted to be. I 

would spend hours studying our 
family atlas and ask my parents 
to quiz me on country locations 
using our Globe lamp.

After 10 years, it is still the 
most rewarding and inspiring 
career path. Not only do I love 
travelling myself, but creating 
amazing travel experiences for 
my customers and enhancing 
their experience is what gets me 
out of bed in the morning!  

When the Covid-19 pandemic 
first struck, no one could quite 
comprehend what was happen-
ing. As travel agents, all of the 
incredible travel plans we had 
helped to formulate with our 
excited customers were steadily 
evaporating. 

Cancellations, battles with 
wholesalers for refunds, it was 
an incredibly tough time. As a 
consequence to the extended 
border closures, our wonderful 
Thames store closed and myself 
and the remaining staff were 
made redundant.

Although the store is not reo-
pening just yet, I am delighted 

Time to create an 
amazing travel 
experience

to be representing Flight Cen-
tre once again as an Independ-
ent consultant for our region. 
Working from my home office 
in Thames, I invite customers to 
meet with me for consultations, 
coffee and a spot of home bak-
ing. 

Alternatively, I am more than 
happy to travel locally around 
the Hauraki Plains and Penin-
sula for in-home consults.

As a passionate traveller, I 
couldn’t be more excited to be-
gin this journey and help YOU 
with YOURS!

- Supplied by Jess Lamb, 
Flight Centre

39% of Kiwis concerned about 
retirement savings, research shows
New research commissioned 

by Public Trust in its 150th 
year shows 39 per cent of Kiwi 
say their biggest concern is hav-
ing enough money for their own 
retirement.

“For most New Zealanders, 
their KiwiSaver investment will 
be a tool to help fund their re-
tirement,” Public Trust general 
manager corporate trustee ser-
vices David Callanan said.

“I encourage everyone to 
check their KiwiSaver invest-
ment to ensure that they have 
the appropriate settings for their 
situation. This includes making 
sure your contribution rates are 
sufficient to help set you up for 
the lifestyle you’d like to enjoy in 
your retirement. 

“If you are not sure, contact 
your KiwiSaver scheme provider 
for help,” he said.

Also included in the research 
findings was that 20 per cent 
of Kiwis feel they don’t have 
enough wealth to worry about 
protecting it, and of those, 58 
per cent percent admit to having 
a KiwiSaver account.

Callanan said this was a “sur-
prising insight” as for many New 
Zealanders, their KiwiSaver ac-
count is a significant wealth as-
set that will grow over time and 
is “definitely worth protecting”.

“As KiwiSaver accounts can 
only be used for retirement or 

a first home deposit in most in-
stances, many people treat their 
accounts as ‘set and forget’ for 
a long period. This means some 
people may not be reviewing 
their accounts regularly enough 
and, as this research shows, 
some may not view their Ki-
wiSaver investment as an asset.”

He said there were around 3.2 
million Kiwis with KiwiSaver ac-
counts, and he encouraged eve-
ryone to have a will, which could 
help protect their wealth.

“For many of us, our KiwiSaver 
investment will form a key part 
of our retirement savings, our 
overall wealth and our legacies. 
Without a will in place, your spe-
cial items and assets may not be 
distributed how you would have 
liked, and it can be more compli-

cated for family left behind.”
Callanan explains that if a 

person dies without a will and 
has an estate (house, vehicle, 
KiwiSaver investment etc) worth 
more than $15,000, distribut-
ing their assets and possessions 
will involve a court process that 
may be more complex and time-
consuming at an already difficult 
time for their family. Currently 
nearly 50 per cent of Kiwis over 
18 have a will in place.

“You don’t need a lot of money 
and assets to have a will – but 
anyone over 18 with $15,000 
or more in cash, assets or in-
vestments needs one. With the 
average KiwiSaver balance now 
around $28,000 (and constantly 
growing), this means far more 
people should have a will.”
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3

• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

ENQUIRE TODAY!

Golden YearsGolden Years

There are many great reasons to book 
with helloworld Travel Thames.

We possess expertise that can simplify 
the complex process of your trip planning. 
For those who might be less familiar with 
digital tools or online booking platforms, 
we offer personalized assistance, mini-
mizing potential stress.

We can tailor trips to accommodate 
mobility and health requirements, ensur-
ing smooth transitions and comfortable 
accommodations.

Ultimately, booking with us can empow-
er senior travellers to embark on enrich-
ing journeys with confidence, while enjoy-
ing the convenience and peace of mind 
that comes from professional guidance.

We know you love to travel as it offers 
you the chance to explore new places, 
engage in leisure activities, connect with 
friends and family, and create lasting 
memories. Traveling can provide a sense 
of adventure, relaxation, and fulfilment, 
helping seniors stay active, curious, and 
engaged in life.

Here are 4 top travel ideas that retirees 
enjoy and why: 

1. Cruise Holidays: Cruises offer a re-
laxed way to explore multiple destinations 
while enjoying various on-board activities 
and entertainment.

2. Island Holidays: Close to home or 
further afield, island breaks can be full of 
adventure or completely relaxing

Simplify your trip planning 
with helloworld Thames

3. River Cruises: River cruises often 
provide a more leisurely pace and scenic 
views, making them a great option for sen-
iors.

4. Escorted group Travel: This type of 
travel is popular for its convenience and 
the opportunity to explore new destina-
tions without worrying about logistical de-
tails.

Discover the world far and near with hel-
loworld Travel Thames.

- Supplied by Helloworld Thames

The team at helloworld Travel Thames 
can tailor trips to accommodate your 
requirements.       Photo: SUPPLIED
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GardeningGardening
Signs of spring growth are eve-

rywhere. Daffodils are in full 
bloom and in some cases finished 
blooming. 

New blossoms and leaves on 
deciduous shrubs and trees are 
appearing. Week by week the rate 
of spring growth becomes increas-
ingly rapid. Many shrubs, trees 
and perennials are in full bloom 
and spring flower gardens are a 
blaze of colour. Any new plantings 
should be protected in case of late 
frosts.

It’s time to start planting spring 
crops and get your property ready 
for the warmer months. Harvest 
the last of the winter crops in the 
vegetable garden to make room 
for the new season plants.

If you are like us, we are still 
harvesting broccoli, cauliflowers, 
leeks, kale beetroot so we will 
leave new planting until they are 
finished in a couple of weeks. This 
has been a real bonus considering 
the prices of vegetables. I would 
urge would be gardeners to have 
a go at growing a few vegetables 
to help with the weekly shopping 
budget.

Now is the time to get your 
spuds ready to go in the garden 
for the Christmas lunch. Place 
seed potatoes on a tray in a sunny 
position for at least a month if pos-
sible before planting. When the 
sprouts on the seed potatoes are 
about 2-4cm long they are ready 
to plant out. They like a sheltered 
warm spot in your garden or in 

Time to plan for warmer months

Spring flower gardens are a blaze of colour.                  Photo: PIXABAY
pots or bags. Complete your veg-
etable garden preparation by dig-
ging in some good compost, blood 
and bone and sheep pellets. If the 
soil is too wet just wait until it dries 
out a bit more. I know it’s been ex-
tremely wet but good weather is 
sure to arrive with spring. Fingers 
crossed. Any new plantings require 
the protection of slug and snail bait 
and keep your eye on the weather 
for late frosts. It might be a good 
idea to consider mulching around 
new seedlings for added warmth.

Continue to plant Strawberries 
(if you can get plants), Blueberries 

(love peaty soils), Rhubarb.
Prune passionfruit removing 

some of last seasons excessive 
growth but remember they fruit on 
last years growth so don’t be too 
harsh. Feed berry vines, citrus and 
fruit trees with a citrus fertiliser or 
liquid fertiliser. 

Refresh you herb garden with 
new plants either in the garden or 
pots. Trim back any old growth on 
woody herbs to refresh.

It’s time to also give the flower 
garden some attention with new

Petunias, Federation Daisies, Im-
patiens and Geraniums. Make sure 

to protect new seedlings with bug 
bait and frost protection if needed. 
Feed roses, shrubs and flower beds 
and mulch. Plant Dahlia tubers and 
Gladioli corms for a summer dis-
play.

This month is the perfect time to 
sow a new lawn and over sow any 
bare patches in the existing lawn. 
Spray now for Onehunga weed 
(prickle weed) and broadleaf weed 
with a specific Onehunga Weed 
spray. It makes summer on the 
lawn so much more enjoyable.

Enjoy your spring garden.
- Ngatea Garden Circle

A free photo competition aimed 
specifically at youth is coming to 
Thames-Coromandel.

Entries for the Coromandel 
Peninsula youth photography 
competition open on October 1, 
and close on November 30. 

Competition organiser Karen 
Moffatt-McLeod is encouraging 
anyone under the age of 18 to pick 
up a camera, phone, tablet or oth-
er photo-capable device and get 
snapping. 

“I have long felt that most pho-
tography competitions run na-
tionally lack a specific youth focus 
or category,” Karen said. 

“There are a number of very tal-
ented youth involved in the arts 
on the Coromandel Peninsula and 
I would love to see their views.”

Entrants must live within the 
Thames Coromandel District 
Council area. 

There are two age groups for the 
competition: 11 years and under, 
and 12-17 years. 

Entrants can choose to enter the 
portrait category or the street/my 
community category, with a maxi-
mum of four photos submitted 
across the two categories. All en-
tries must have been shot in 2023. 

Entries will be judged by pho-
tographers Shelley Harvey, Lia 
Priemus and Karen Moffatt-
McLeod. There are prizes up for 
grabs, and the top three photos 
from each category will be show-
cased in an exhibition. 

Visit karenmcleodphotography.
com for details and to enter.

Youth 
photography 
comp to open
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If school failed you remember...
Rivers never go in reverse so be
like a river,

forget your past
and

focus on the
future.

Be positive - call us!
Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

SCHOOL LEAVERS

Authorised by Scott Simpson,
614 Pollen St, Thames.

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Contact me anytime

SPORTS

Valley squash champs held
Paeroa Tennis and Squash Club hosted 
the 2023 Thames Valley Squash Cham-
pionship on August 2-4. There were 
60 people who entered from Te Aro-
ha, Paeroa, Mercury Bay and Thames.  
Thames won the most points, and there-
fore are the proud holders of the shield 
for 2023.  Grade winners were: Lindell 
Tuhakaraina (Mercury Bay) F grade la-
dies; Matt Rick Flair Fulton (Thames) F 
grade men’s; Charlotte Thurgood (Mer-
cury Bay) E grade ladies; Reid van der Byl 
(Mercury Bay) E grade men’s; Meredith 
Ashby (Thames) D grade ladies; Ben 
McLeod (Paeroa) D grade men’s; Char-
lize Davy (Thames) C grade ladies; Lance 
Erceg (Thames) C grade men’s; Jody Cos-
tello (Mercury Bay) B grade ladies; Quinn 
Robcke (Thames) B grade men’s; Georgia 
Robcke (Thames) A grade ladies; Alan 
Westrupp (Mercury Bay) A grade men’s.

SQUASH

Thames won the most points, and therefore are 
the proud holders of the shield for 2023.

The Thames Valley Squash Championship was held this month.           Photos: SUPPLIED
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill
HOUSEWASH

SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house, 
roof or pa� os, fences & driveways.

Cleaning, moss treatment & 
waterblas� ng for 25 years.

Also clean exterior windows.
Call 0800 737 777 or 

Anton direct on 027 313 4386
atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

home maintenance  

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician
Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 electrician

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
We solve your tree problems 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding   
Pruning • Clearing • Storm Clean Up

Qualifi ed, experienced, 
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today 

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

• Caravan e-wofs
• Home and Business
electrical inspections

• IQP emergency lighting
inspections

• Solar power inspections
Servicing Hauraki,

Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

electrical inspector

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 plumber

CALL THE EXPERTS

Waihī-based Short Back’n’Sides of-
fers “anything to do with trees and 

wood” for Thames Valley and Coromandel 
clients up to Whangamatā.

Brett Soutar, who directs the business 
with Carolyn Treblico, said the arboricul-
ture contracting business had been solv-
ing clients’ tree problems for 25 years, 
offering experienced qualified solutions 
so clients could make informed decisions 
regarding their tree assets.

“We do arboricultural contracting work, 
contracting to Hauraki District Council, 
Waikato Regional Council, and we’ve 
been doing lots of arboretum work as 
well,” he said.

“Pruning is where art meets science… 
a badly pruned tree will always devalue 
your property whereas a very well pruned 
tree will increase your property’s value.

“We’re trying to be the crystal ball for 
the client as far as how the trees will grow 
in the future… and we must be doing 
something right after 25 years because 
we keep getting the call backs.”

Brett said the business also offered 
milling and stumpgrinding services, log 
splitter and chipper hire, tree removals, 
and firewood, mulch, slab and smoking 
wood sales.
CONTACT: Ph: 07 863 5660 or 027 439 
0367 or email: sbnstreework@gmail.com.

A chipper arboriculture service
Brett Soutar says a well-pruned tree will increase your property’s value.                      Photo: SUPPLIED                                          
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Trades & Services
Trades & Services

Storage Storage

Storage

Church NoticeDeath Notices

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 021 
060 7659

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Handyman

Handyman Services

Situations Vacant

Public Notice

Situation Vacant

Public Notice

Thames Valley Storage 

– secure, dry units 

available, two sizes. Call 

Trev 027 4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 

Clean, dry, alarmed. 

Call Curly 021 746 608.

Last month’s winner of  the lotto ticket was Phil 
Haycock, who found Pete in the August 2nd 

edition in the Walter & Co. advert. 
Go to page 2 for details on how to enter.

McMILLAN, 
Olive Reta:
Passed away 
peacefully 27th August, 
96 years old. Loved 
wife of the late Soap.
Dearly loved by all her 
family and friends.
Service to celebrate 
Ollie’s life, Monday 4th 
Sept 11am, Osbornes 
Funeral Home, 197 Old 
Taupo Rd, Rotorua.
Communications to 
(PO Box, 926, Rotorua 
3040)

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

DEADLINEDEADLINE
We can take your classified ads
 anytime before 12pm Mondays

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

TILER
Quality workmanship. 
Currently available. 
Enquiries ph Rob 
 Ph 021 026 93064

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nzYards for lease, 

Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

I’ll have to stop saying 
“How stupid can you 
be”, I think people are 
taking it as a challenge. – 
Unknown

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday 
September 3rd, 2pm 
Grahamstown Hall. 
Speaker: Clinton.

Qualified Mechanic Wanted 
Immediate start. 

Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz 
or phone 

027 227 1121

Grazing 
Wanted

Long term 10 acres 
minimum between 
Paeroa and Thames. 
Ph Steve 0220 75 
62 11

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

EAZY-BLAST
Household Water Blasting

Slippery steps, patios, pathways 
& driveways can be very dangerous.

I specialise in small local jobs at 
reasonable prices.

Contact CHRIS for a FREE local quote 
021 0852 1825

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

PART TIME STAFF MEMBER
We require a fit and reliable person to 

work 4 hours every Saturday.
Please send a cover letter and CV to  

Derrick.Wharerau@placemakers.co.nz

Hikutaia Hall AGM
Hikutaia Hall 6.30pm

Tuesday 12th September
Garage Sale & 

Swap Meet 28th Oct

Handyman services
• Waihi and surrounding    

  areas
• Building maintenance 

and repairs
• Mobile - Grant - 027 333 8331

• E - Waihi105@gmail.com

signs

Hauraki District Council 
Meetings - September 2023

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of September 2023 in 
the Council Chamber, Hauraki House, William 
Street, Paeroa unless otherwise stated.
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Monday, 4 September 2023, 9am (if required)
Western Plains Drainage District Committee 
Thursday, 7 September 2023, 10.30am 
Ngatea Service Centre
Eastern Plains Drainage District Committee 
Thursday, 7 September 2023, 1pm 
Ngatea Service Centre
Paeroa Rural Drainage District Committee 
Friday, 8 September 2023, 1pm 
Paeroa Council Office
Planning Committee 
Monday, 11 September 2023, 9am (if 
required)
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Monday, 18 September 2023, 9am (if 
required)
Plains Ward Public Meeting 
Tuesday, 19 September 2023, 3pm -6pm 
(Ngatea Memorial Hall – supper room)
Waihi Ward Public Meeting 
Thursday, 21 September 2023, 3pm - 6pm 
(Waihi Memorial Hall – supper room)
Paeroa Ward Public Meeting 
Tuesday, 26 September 2023, 3pm -6pm 
(Paeroa Memorial Hall – supper room)
Council 
Wednesday, 27 September 2023, 9am

L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

AUSTEN, Jaren Ann 
(nee Williams):
Born August 15, 1943. 
Jan passed away 
peacefully at home 
on Friday August 25, 
2023.
Beloved wife of 
Keith, mother of Sue 
and the late Geoff.  
Grandmother of Tallis 
and Matthew. Mother-
in-law of Tony. A loved 
sister, aunt, and friend.  
A service will be 
held on Thursday 
the 31st of August 
2023, at 11.00am 
at the Karangahake 
Hall, Crown Hill Rd 
Karangahake.

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Life Education 
Waikato East Trustees

We are currently looking for people, 
preferably with financial, marketing and 
promotional skills, but not necessary.

These positions involve meetings every 2 
months at Coombe & Associates in Paeroa 

5pm to approx 6.30pm.
We share a planning approach with schools 
to create individual lessons to suit the needs 

of our children.
Our teaching strands have been developed 
based on the 4 key challenges that children 

face to their health & wellbeing
while growing up.

Currently we visit 48 school in our mobile 
classroom seeing 5000-6000 children in our 

area each year.
If you are interested in becoming a 

Trustee contact Keith Trembath 
07 862 6833 or Bruce Smith 027 579 7275

Wanted-
Fun loving musician(s) to conduct and accompany 
an established and enthusiastic choir of around 20 
singers at Richmond Villas Retirement Village.
Please contact Richmond Villas Office for further 
details (07 868 5484).

BEDFORD, Jennifer 
Prudence 
(nee Strange):
Aged 62, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday 
27th August 2023 at 
home.
Dearly loved wife of 
Grant. Mum of James 
and Jessie, Damien 
and Bianca, Blain and 
Alice.  Nana of Finlay 
and Maisie.
A service to celebrate 
Jennifer’s life will be 
held on Saturday 2nd 
September 2023 at 
11am at the Paeroa 
War Memorial Hall, 
Normanby Rd Paeroa.

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Asked, 4 Wash one’s hands of, 14 Scope, 15 Argue, 16 Vernacular, 17 Catch, 19 Apt, 20
Battery, 21 Tiredness, 22 Bowler, 25 Rain gauge, 27 Helium, 28 Jam jar, 33 Postscript, 35 Lap, 36 Belief,
37 Scab, 39 Lee, 41 Utensil, 42 Bounce, 43 Bamboozle, 44 Slyly, 45 Premiere, 50 Is, 51 Asterisk, 55 Dross,
58 Rationale, 59 Offset, 60 Complex, 61 Gel, 63 Lard, 64 Levels, 65 Axe, 66 Recognises, 68 Pullet, 69
Recite, 71 Impartial, 76 Shears, 77 Applauded, 79 Outlook, 81 Tun, 84 Igloo, 85 Statistics, 86 Snoop, 87
Cuffs, 88 Deliver the goods, 89 X-rays.

DOWN: 2 Stream, 3 Erupt, 5 Aces, 6 Hanging, 7 Nickel, 8 Salon, 9 Aerosol, 10 Dice, 11 Option, 12 Solar, 13
Settler, 14 Shellac, 18 Transcribe, 23 Mania, 24 Lullaby, 26 Antonym, 27 Hapless, 29 Jacuzzi, 30 Jotter, 31
Blunt, 32 Dermis, 34 Toot, 36 Beryl, 38 Bleak, 40 Bore, 45 Peril, 46 Enthral, 47 Iron, 48 Reader, 49 Tongs,
50 Isolate, 52 Thoughtful, 53 Replica, 54 Sweden, 55 Deleted, 56 Offer, 57 Gear, 62 Ocean, 67 Genesis, 68
Protect, 70 Impasse, 72 Maestro, 73 Grille, 74 Pumice, 75 Colony, 76 Sniff, 78 Least, 80 Liner, 82 Gobi, 83
Acid.

135

ACROSS
1 Battle with the
utmost ferocity (5,5,3,4)
10 South American
snake (8)
15 Thwart (6)
16 One’s finest clothes
(6,4)
17 Performs surgery
(8)
19 Place of study or
training (7)
21 Discourage (5)
22 Solve (6,3)
25 Person closely
resembling another (9)
27 School (7)
29 Radio crackle (6)
33 Entire range (5)
34 Reduced in
strength (8)
36 Deceitful or
dishonest (10)
39 Intestine (3)
41 Arsonist (7)
42 Saltwater solution
(6)
43 Woke (6)
44 Matured (4)
45 Objection (7)
48 Stereotype (10)
53 Badly behaved (7)
57 Shove (4)
58 Tusked marine
animal (6)
59 American state (6)
60 Nightclub heavy (7)
62 Black sealant (3)
64 Inflammation of the
larynx (10)

65 Meant (8)
66 Closes (5)
69 Din (6)
70 Absconder (7)
71 Boxers (9)
76 Table ball game (9)
77 Fissure (5)
78 Natural polish (7)
83 Waste from ore-
crushing plant (8)
84 Go against, as of
rules and laws (10)
85 Nuclear (6)
86 Opera text (8)
87 Show no emotion,
refrain from smiling
(4,1,8,4)

DOWN
2 Unbroken (6)
3 Muggy (5)
4 Dead heat (3)
5 Throw out (4)
6 Nag (7)
7 Approached (6)
8 Calligrapher’s tips (4)
9 Gut feeling (8)
11 Male relation (6)
12 Indirect and windy
(10)
13 Short letter (4)
14 A deadly poison (7)
18 Deception, ploy
(10)
20 Create (4)
23 Armada (5)
24 Potency (8)
26 Luxurious (7)
28 Ire (7)
30 Sword (6)

31 Imprudent (6)
32 Large serving dish
(6)
35 Army colour (5)
37 Hot alcoholic drink
(5)
38 Yours and mine (4)
40 Threesome (4)
45 Eye centre (5)
46 Block (8)
47 Calamitous (6)
48 Fussy (10)
49 Essence (4)
50 Egg-shaped
musical instrument (7)
51 Red suit (6)
52 Compare (5)
54 Declare as true (4)
55 Noughts (anag)(7)
56 Pact (6)
61 Vacillating,
irresolute (10)
63 Lukewarm (5)
67 Cupboard for
clothes (8)
68 Spouse (4)
69 Concert by soloist
(7)
72 Ill-defined (7)
73 Insult (6)
74 Snaps (6)
75 Psychopath (6)
79 Satirical parody (5)
80 Branch (4)
81 Footfall (4)
82 Abominable
Snowman (4)
85 Tree (3)

 SUDOKU               115

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                135

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school holidays 
- art and craft, 

moving, table coverings 
and more .....

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust
Total Mobility Scheme assessors

• Reachers
• Sock Aids
• Walking Sticks
• Continence Products
• Bathroom & Toilet Aids

We do our best to source other products on request

DAILY LIVING PRODUCTS

607MackaySt, Thames (Opposite the hospital) •Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 •E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE
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SPORTS

Three in a row for Valley
Following their third consecu-
tive win, Thames Valley is now 
placed second in the Bunnings 
Warehouse Heartland Cham-
pionship. By defeating West 
Coast 30-22 at Greymouth, 
the Swamp Foxes are now two 
points behind South Canter-
bury and two ahead of North 
Otago and East Coast on the 
points table.

The victory over West Coast 
also means that Thames Val-
ley retain “The Game” trophy, 
which was presented for com-
petition between the two teams 
last year.

As could be expected from 
two evenly matched teams, the 
encounter was a tight one with 
both sides scoring three tries. 
Once again, the difference was 
the goal kicking of Fletcher 
Morgan, who converted all 
of Thames Valley’s tries, plus 
kicking three penalty goals for 
a total of 15 points.

Leroy Neels opened Thames 
Valley’s scoring with a try. 
Morgan later added two penal-
ty goals to go with the conver-
sion and the Swamp Foxes had 
thirteen points on the board at 
half-time. However, the Coast-
ers had scored two converted 
tries and led 14-13 at the break.

Matty Axtens, who had last 
represented the Valley in 2021, 
had been recalled to the team 
and he scored a try in the 53rd 
minute. Morgan’s conver-

Leroy Neels has scored a try in each of Thames Valley’s first three games this year. Here he is dotting down against 
Poverty Bay.                                                         Photo: TVRFU

sion gave the Swamp Foxes 20 
points and the lead. West Coast 
replied quickly with an uncon-
verted try but Thames Valley 
attacked strongly and Tyrell 
Kopua went over for his first try 
as a Swamp Fox. The conver-
sion made the score, Thames 
Valley 27, West Coast 19. Both 
sides added a penalty goal in 
the final ten minutes and the 
Swamp Foxes ran out the win-
ners 30-22.

Thames Valley return to home 
territory on Saturday when they 
play King Country at Thames. 
This local derby contest is al-
ways a hard-fought encounter 
as the “Centurions Cup” is at 
stake along with vital competi-
tion points. 

Thames Valley are the current 
holders of the cup with King 
Country having last held the 
trophy in 2018. Thames Valley 
finished third in the Heartland 

Championship last year and 
King Country were fourth. This 
year both sides have defeated 
Whanganui so it is going to be 
all on at Rhodes Park this Sat-
urday.

Meanwhile, in a try fest at 
Ruatoria, the Thames Valley 
Vixens defeated Ngati Porou 
East Coast Hamoterangi by 25 
points to 20 - a total of nine 
tries in a great game of running 
rugby.

HEARTLAND RUGBY

A Paeroa Golf Club women’s team 
has won the Silver Salver trophy for 
the first time in club history.

The silver salver was donated by 
Dorothy McNicol, who was a mem-
ber of Waihī Golf Club. In 1986, she 
instigated the Women’s Veteran 
Society and HomeLinks Team com-
petition for teams of three from 
the Bay of Plenty and Thames Val-
ley clubs. The winner is the team 
with the best combined stablefords 
points.

A Paeroa Golf Club spokesperson 
said the competition was played at 
Te Puke Golf Club. 

“Our Paeroa girls didn’t play to-
gether on the day but when we saw 
our three scores, we knew we were 
in with a chance - and we won.”

Paeroa golfers Chris Alley, left, Lyn 
Pullan and Frances Nicol with the 
silverware.                    Photo: SUPPLIED

A Paeroa first
GOLF


