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Porritt Park design approved, ongoing costs unknown, P2

Hot to trotHot to trot
A small ginger horse has 
captured the hearts of more 
than 260,000 social media 
followers around the world 
with his Waihī adventures.   

FULL STORY, P8

Geoffry the Conqueror, currently based on a Waikino farm, makes waves 
worldwide with his antics.   Photo: KATE BASKOVA
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

LETTERS Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 3600. Letters must include your full 
name and address, be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display advertise-

ments in The Valley Profile, then 
email admin@valleyprofile.co.nz 
with your full name and postal ad-
dress, and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the fol-
lowing Monday to go in the draw to 
win a Lotto ticket. Last issue it was 
in the Hydraulink ad.

CONTACT US
The Valley Profile is delivered 
weekly to letterboxes in the  

Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, 
Thames, Thames Coast, plus 
bulk distribution peninsula-

wide. 
Our focus is 100% local 

community news. 
‘THE PAPER PEOPLE READ’

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Publisher/Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Alice Parminter

Ph 022 527 0988
alice@valleyprofile.co.nz

ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 130 3885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 

2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA
Ph 07 862 7077

FIND US ONLINE:
www.valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 

Coromandel App 
on your smart 

phone

CREATE THE VIBE ARTICLE
Dear Teresa Ramsey,
The Valley Profile’s half-page piece on 21 
June with the headline Create the Vibe 
survey ‘too hard to find’ was based sole-
ly on the comments of two individuals. 

The reporter approached our coun-
cil for background information on the 
survey methodology and at that time 
was urged not to base an article solely 
on the comments of people who had 
approached the paper with their com-
plaint. 

The reporter didn’t attempt to use 
basic techniques of journalism to report 
on how other members of the commu-
nity have found out about the survey. 
One of the individuals quoted was able 
to find the survey, despite her criticism 

of it being hard to find. That individual 
is an active opponent of the project and 
does not necessarily reflect a general 
view in Thames. The other comment 
was from an anonymous shopkeeper, 
who made a comment about the length 
of time the survey is open. These two 
comments do not justify the headline 
or such a prominent article. In fact, the 
opposite of it being hard to find is true. 

Our survey had 1457 survey respons-
es – one of the highest responses ever. 
The vast majority of these responses 
(1374) were made online. In addition, 
our researcher interviewed 83 people 
face to face. This is one of the highest 
totals ever for our consultations – nearly 
three times the number the people who 
responded to a survey last year about 

aquatic and sports facilities for Thames. 
We are very pleased with this response 
and we hope that the Valley Profile’s re-
porting in its next issue will reflect it.

- Andrew Boden, Thames-Coroman-
del District Council infrastructure pro-

ject delivery manager

VALLEY PROFILE RESPONSE
Our story about the Create the Vibe 
survey was fair and balanced, with 
comment from both the opponents of 
the Vibe, who had concerns about the 
availability and timing of the survey, 
and comments from council, which was 
given the opportunity to respond to 
those concerns and asked for additional 
information about the survey. This story 
represented both sides of the issue, and 

also helped bring information about the 
survey to light for those who may not be 
subscribers to council’s email newsletter 
or may have missed it.

I stand by my journalist’s reporting 
of this issue, as all stories in the award-
winning Valley Profile are approved and 
edited by me. I qualified as a journalist 
in 1995 and have worked for some of 
the biggest publications in New Zealand.

In that time, I have never been 
“urged” by a council to write a story in 
a certain way such as in the emails our 
reporter received from council prior to 
publication.

I also understand the “basic tech-
niques of journalism”, which include 
gathering information and comment 
from those who represent a sector of 

the community, such as Sheryl McCo-
nnell, who previously presented council 
with a petition containing more than 
640 signatures. 

She had a genuine concern that the 
survey may not reach those who would 
like to have their say. This was also ex-
pressed to me in person by many mem-
bers of the public. Without the presence 
of a scientific survey, it would be impos-
sible to know how many members of 
the community knew about the survey. 
However, I expect recent coverage by 
local media outlets, such as The Profile 
and local radio stations, also helped in-
form the community about the survey, 
contributing to the high response. 

- Teresa Ramsey, Valley Profile 
managing editor

Park design approved, ongoing costs unknown

Landscape design plans have 
been approved for Porritt 

Park’s new destination play-
ground, but the Thames Com-
munity Board has yet to decide 
how much ratepayers will fork 
out in depreciation costs. 

Ongoing operational and 
maintenance costs of approxi-
mately $6.45 a year per rate-
payer are already expected to be 
included in the district’s rates, 
according to a report updating 
the board on the project’s pro-
gress. 

However, the cost of deprecia-
tion is still up in the air, depend-
ing on whether the board opts to 
fully or partially fund deprecia-
tion, or not account for depre-
ciation at all. 

If the depreciation is fully 
funded by ratepayers, all play-
ground equipment will be able 
to be replaced at the end of its 
lifespan. Partial funding means 

the council will have to make 
decisions about which pieces of 
equipment to remove at the end 
of its life and which to replace, 
potentially reducing the appeal 
of the space as a ‘destination 
playground’. Without deprecia-
tion funding, expired pieces of 
equipment will simply be re-
moved with nothing replacing 
them. 

According to the report pre-
sented at the board’s June 21 
meeting, if the board opts to 
fund depreciation for the play-
ground in full, it could cost an 
estimated $13.83 per annum 
per ratepayer. The total cost 
per ratepayer could be around 
$20.28 per annum, including 
operational costs. 

This is an increase from pre-
vious cost increase estimates 
by the Thames Coromandel 
District Council. In a Septem-
ber 2022 meeting, the board 
received a report estimating the 
operational costs to be $4.50 per 
annum, with potential deprecia-

tion costs of $12.80 a year.    
Thames councillor Robyn Sin-

clair said at the latest meeting 
that depreciation costs for the 
playground would not be a com-
pletely new charge for ratepay-
ers, as the existing playground 
also required maintenance and 
depreciation payments. 

“We have already been pay-
ing depreciation, we have al-
ready been paying [operational 
costs], so yes this is a charge, 
but it is not a brand new $20.28 
charge,” she said. 

The board opted to defer its 
decision on depreciation costs, 
recommending instead that 
the costs be decided in the next 
long-term plan cycle for the dis-
trict.

The playground landscape 
plan, meanwhile, was approved 
by the board. It includes a be-
spoke boat and lighthouse play 
feature inspired by the rep-
lica Wakatere Paddle Steamer, 
which stood on the site between 
1969 and 2017. It also features 

an accessible seesaw and carou-
sel, a nature play area, scooter 
track, basketball court, barbe-
cue facility and an accessible 
‘Changing Places’ toilet facility. 
Some existing features, such as 
the swings and skate park, will 
remain. 

Council parks and open spac-
es manager Derek Thompson 
told board members the new 
playground would ideally be 
suitable for play by Christmas, 
with landscape planting to be 
completed next winter.

The playground project has a 
budget of $2 million. An initial 
$1.5 million was donated to the 
council in 2022 by an anony-
mous donor, and an additional 
$500,000 was approved by the 
council to cover potential cost 
increases. 

The Thames Business Asso-
ciation has been charged with 
raising the additional funds.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

An artist’s impression of the approved layout for the new destination playground at Thames’ Porritt Park.  Image: SUPPLIED/TCDC



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     June 28, 2023, THE VALLEY PROFILE 03

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

TE MAHI - Upskill
Learn to earn

To all fridge door swingers, couch surfers and screen
queens who have dreamt of fixing the world and starting
a revolution but can’t
start a lawn mower, we
can pave the way to
your next job.

Our FREE 15 week course is a Level 3 programme giving
you confidence with all kinds of machinery - chainsaws,

quad & motorbikes, fencing & infrastructure.
Call now to check your eligibility

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

SALEMid
Winter

25%-
50%off*
all La-Z-Boy!

*T&C’s apply. Participating stores only. Prices & promotions may differ between stores. Please see in-store for more details or go to la-z-boy.co.nz

FURNITURE & BEEEDDDSSS RRR UUUSSS
205 sealey st, thames PH 07 868 6128

From Thames to the Pacific for Dame Teuila
For Dr Teuila Percival, the 

health and wellbeing of Pacif-
ic people, particularly children, 
has been a life-long passion. 

The newly-appointed Dame 
Companion of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit has spent her ca-
reer caring for the Pacific com-
munity. 

“I grew up in Thames, and 
my mum and dad were radiog-
raphers at Thames Hospital,” 
Dame Teuila said. 

“Back in those days there was 
a real sort of community feel to 
the hospital. I used to go after 
school and hang around the de-
partment.”

Medicine was a comfortable 
space, she said, and when she 
developed an interest in science, 
going to medical school was the 
obvious choice of career. 

“I love clinical work, it’s my 
main job,” Dame Teuila said. 

“I’m a front line paediatrician, 
I work at Middlemore in ED and 
in the wards.”

The Samoan health-care pro-
vider, who now lives in Auck-
land, has spent years researching 
and developing Pacifika-centric 
healthcare programmes and ser-
vices. She was a founding mem-
ber of South Seas Healthcare in 
Ōtara and the Pacific Medical 
Association. 

She was also involved with the 
start-up and running of several 
community services, including 
a child obesity clinic, Mana Kids 
school clinics, Moana Connect 
and school nursing programmes. 

“When I started off as a young 
doctor there was very little 
awareness or involvement of Pa-
cific people in their own health 
and the development of health-
care for themselves,” Dame Teui-
la said. 

“[These programmes] work re-
ally well with Pacific families and 
high-need families and they pro-
vide really good care for them.

“The outstanding example is 
the Covid-19 pandemic and how 

the Pacific community and the 
providers really worked together. 
They were kind of left out of the 
initial planning but once they be-
came involved and got resourced 
they stood up fantastic services. 

“Pacific people had really, re-
ally high vaccination rates, they 
set up services where they looked 
after Covid patients in the home, 
they had a huge centre for immu-
nisation, they did really fantastic 
testing and tracing for their own 

community.”
Dame Teuila has been no 

stranger to other disaster events 
either. 

She spends time every year 
working in clinics in Niue, Sa-
moa, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and other 
Pacific Islands, and a few times 
found herself stationed in the 
midst of a crisis. 

“I’ve developed an interest in 
responding to disasters from 
a doctor’s point of view. I’ve 

Dr Teuila Percival is now a Dame Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit, following her recognition in the 
King’s Birthday Honours.                                 Photo: SUPPLIED

worked in the 2009 tsunami, 
Cyclone Pam in Vanuatu, so I’m 
really interested in how we look 
after children in disasters. And 
that’s really important to New 
Zealand too because we’re get-
ting more and more extreme 
weather events [here].”

Countries like Tuvalu often 
have very limited resources, she 
said, and it’s a different kind of 
medicine.

“You have to go back to the 
old fashioned clinical skills you 
might have had when you were 
a young doctor, and you don’t 
have CT scans down the corridor 
like you do here.

“You have to be prepared to 
practise medicine in a different 
way … and work pretty hard.”

Dame Teuila said the work was 
always very enjoyable no matter 
where she happened to be, and 
that was in large part due to the 
people. 

“I always find a great sense of 
collegiality in whatever I do, no 
matter what the context. So work 
might be hard, but it’s nice work 
because you’ve got good people 
that you work with,” she said.  

Her praise for the people ex-
tended beyond the workplace 
too, with the acknowledgement 
of her family. 

“We can’t do anything without 
our family, they’re a big team 
that you return to when times 
are tough or when times are re-
ally good, so I am always very 
grateful for my family and the 
support they give me.”

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Do
EYE STRAINEEYYEE SSTTRRAAAIINN
Do you have any of the following

symptoms when using a
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa�gue • Light sensi�vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina�on

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the difference
45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines
& Equipment, Effluent &

Irrigation Systems,
Filtration & Purification,

andWater Pump Supplies &
Installations.

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Brett Harris
Electrical 2016 Ltd
For all your Electrical
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural
Commercial

7 Mahuta North Road,
Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196

Mobile: 027 270 2804

Goldfields School students have fun with their poi during an item.                            Photos: TERESA RAMSEY

Hamilton North students enjoy their performance.

A Tauranga student performs.

Keira leads the Goldfields School group.

Kapa haka fun
Goldfields School hosted students from Tauranga, 
Hamilton North and Rotorua specialist schools for its 
inaugural kapa haka festival on June 20. A performance 
from Paeroa Central School students kicked off the event, 
which was held at the Elim Church in Paeroa with friends 
and family.

Paeroa Central students open the festival with a strong performance.

Rotorua students wow the crowd with their polished performance.
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NEW BED SHOP NOW OPEN IN THAMES

Superprice Bed Shop
543 Pollen St.
Ph # 07 211 9307

www.superrrppprrriiiccceeefffuuurrrnnniiitttuuurrreee.cccooo.nnnzzz
Mon to Fri 9:30am till 05:00pm
Sat : 09:3000am till 3:00pm

Single $499
King Sinnngggle
$569
Double $679
Queen $739

Doubleee $899
Queen $999ELSEWHERE $1499

OUR PRICE $1199
Including Mazon
tight top mattresses.
5 Years warranty.

Feel Medium
5 years warranty

*Interest free deals available with Finance Now & Q-card (T & C apply).

Feel Soft
5 Years Warranty

Starting from
$2949Feel Soft

10 Years Warranty

Feel Soft
10 Years Warranty

Single $1149
King Single $1399
Double $1499
Queen $1599
King $1849
Super King $2149
California King $2749

Single $1649
Kinnnggg SSSiiinnngggllleee $1999
Double $2349
Queen $2549
King $2949
Super King $3349
California King $4349

AAAdddjjjustabbbllle HHHeaddd &&& Foot lift.
Cordless remote and
programmable favourite
setting

CCC aaassssss ccc TTTrrruuunnnddd eee PPPooopppCCCCCCClllllaaaaaaassssssssssssssiiiiiiiccccccc TTTTTTTrrrrrrruuuuuuunnnnnnndddddddllllleeeeeee PPPPPPPoooooooppppppp BBBBBeeeeedddddssssseeeeettttt

Natural Merino ‘NZ MADE
Moana’ Bedssset

Cool Gel ‘NZ MADE Cloud 9’
Beeedddssseeettt

MMM555 AAAdddjjjuuussstttaaabbbllleee BBBeeeddd

MAZON M1 BEDSET Donna Bedset Range

Community treasurer treasures new honour
For years, Peggy Barriball has 

been the go-to treasurer for 
organisations in Waitakaruru 
and Thames. Now, the long-time 
Justice of the Peace (JP) and 
budget services advisor has a 
new set of initials to add after her 
name: QSM. 

Peggy was awarded a Queen’s 
Service Medal in this year’s 
King’s Birthday honours for her 
services to the community. And 
there have been a lot of them.

Since moving to the Hauraki 
Plains in 1971, she has been 
involved with the NZ Plunket 
Society, Waitakaruru Playcen-
tre Association, Western Firth 
Catchments Group Trust, Fam-
ily Safety Services Trust, Seagull 
Centre Trust, Thames Valley 
Special Olympics, Waitakaruru 
Community Hall Committee, 
Waitakaruru School Calf Club, 
Hauraki Plains Agricultural Club 
Group Day, Treasury Research 
Centre and Archive, A Place at 
the Table Trust, and Trust Wai-
kato. She is or was the treasurer 
for many of these groups. 

She has also been a JP for 13 
years and a budget financial ad-
visor at Thames Budgetary Ser-
vices for 16 years. There’s proba-
bly more, she said; over the years 
she’s been involved with many 
different areas of the community.

“As my aunt always said, ‘if you 
want something done, ask a busy 
person’,” Peggy said. 

“And as my daughter says, 
‘you’ve got to learn to say no’!”

Peggy said she has always 

loved numbers, as well as helping 
people. 

“I find organisations have trou-
ble getting treasurers, and so I’ve 
been able to help them out in that 
way,” she said. 

“Funding’s always an issue. But 
your best asset in any organisa-
tion’s always your people.”

Each of the causes are some-
thing close to Peggy’s heart. Plun-
ket and Playcentre were there for 
her when she was new to the area 
with a young family. 

“The Plunket Society and sup-
porting the young mums is very 
important. Especially around 
here in the rural areas,” she said. 

“Young mums probably feel a 
bit of isolation, especially if they 
don’t have the support of their 
family around them.” 

School groups came later on, as 
her own children and then grand-
children grew up. Even now, 
she’s remained involved with the 
school. 

“Yeah, they keep calling me 

back to do things. Which is great! 
I’m the [calf club] chief recorder 
now.” 

Peggy’s service with the JP As-
sociation was also instigated by 
someone asking her to join. She 
established a JP service desk in 
Ngatea to provide notary services 
to the rural community in Hau-
raki Plains.

“The JPs are a really good 
group of people to work with. You 
meet lots of different people with 
that too. 

 Peggy Barriball has received a Queen’s Service Medal for services to the community.                Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

“We set up the service desk, 
and we’ve got one in Ngatea, 
one in Thames and I think Whi-
tianga, Waihī. And that’s so that 
… there’s a regular date, a regular 
time a JP will be there.”

With her love of figures, work-
ing at Thames Budgeting Servic-
es was also a natural step. 

“If you help somebody get out 
of the financial … it’s a real bo-
nus. A lot of them you can’t but 
just the one every now and then 
will be a great success.”

And no matter what she was 
involved with, there was always 
something new to learn, and new 
people to help. 

“My eight years on Trust Wai-
kato … the communities that we 
went around to and seeing what 
they were doing and what they 
needed - yeah, I learnt a lot from 
that,” she said. 

“Mind you, I’ve learnt a lot 
from every organisation. It’s con-
tinuous, you can never stop. 

“You can’t be successful with-
out a team of people around you. 
Any success you have is a team 
effort, it’s not just a personal 
one.” 

Receiving the Queen’s Service 
Medal, Peggy said, was also a 
team effort, with her family heav-
ily involved in community ser-
vice as well. 

“I wish to thank the person or 
persons who nominated me for 
this award. As you know I don’t 
get to find out who this is but to 
think they consider me worthy of 
the award is very humbling.”

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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We have a focus on enabling better access to health
services, and local community health and wellbeing.
Topics include – Local community feedback on what

matters most in terms of the Te Tara o Te Whai Hauraki
Locality Plan, and discussion on the new health system.
Come along and share your knowledge and experience

as wework together on thesematters
These meetings are open to everyone

Te Tara o Te Whai Hauraki locality

All welcome

OUR LOCAL
COMMUNITY HEALTH FORUM

Hauraki – Coromandel
Thursday 6 July 11am-1pm
Richmond Villas,
Richmond Street, Thames
Face-to-face forum

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Snowden’s Menswear.For all of yourwinter requirements.

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

GRAHAM O’BRIEN

Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Deputy chief fire officer and JP honoured
Derek Collier was “totally 

blown away” upon being 
honoured for his community 
service.

The Whitianga Volunteer 
Fire Brigade deputy chief and 
Justice of the Peace [JP] re-
ceived the Queen’s Service 
Medal in the 2023 King’s 
Birthday and Coronation Hon-
ours for services to Fire and 
Emergency New Zealand and 
the community.

Derek, who has lived in Whi-
tianga for six decades, said his 
honour was an appreciation of 
the work his fellow brigade and 
JP members do for the town.

“I was totally blown away 
and thought to myself I’m sure 
there’s other people who de-
serve it far more than I do,” he 
said.

“It’s definitely not something 
that I have done all by myself, 
it’s the other members of the 
brigade, the other JPs in town, 
and especially my family.

“If anyone probably deserves 
this award, it’s probably my 
wife Jenny, who is also ex-
tremely involved in the local 
community.”

Derek said he first suited up 
at Whitianga Volunteer Fire 
Brigade in 1987.

“My grandfather, [Douglas 
Butcher], was the chief fire of-
ficer of the Stratford Fire Bri-
gade and he actually received 

the Queen’s Fire Service Medal, 
and he was also the president of 
the United Fire Brigades’ Asso-
ciation,” he said.

“That gave me a little bit of 
inspiration to step up and join, 
and back then the fire brigade 

needed a couple of extra people 
involved and I was approached 
by them and I said yes, and the 
rest is history.”

Derek said he had been heav-
ily involved in training recruits 
and was the senior station of-

ficer for nearly 20 years prior 
to being appointed its deputy 
chief in 2018.

He also competed in New 
Zealand and Australia with 
the brigade’s road crash rescue 
team for ten years.

Derek Collier, QSM, said his honour was dedicated to the Whitianga Volunteer Fire Brigade and the Justices of the 
Peace in Whitianga.                              Photo: SUPPLIED

“The comradery of the bri-
gade is the biggest thing, it’s 
like a big family… we all work 
well with each other and it’s a 
great community group to be 
part of,” he said.

“We were obviously well rec-
ognised when we had Cyclone 
Gabrielle come through ear-
lier this year, our boys were 
very busy for a couple of days 
but it’s just being a part of the 
community, helping the com-
munity when the community is 
in need.”

The 61-year-old said he had 
also served as one of 14 Whi-
tianga JPs from his sports re-
tail store on the main street for 
18 years.

He is regularly involved with 
the Hauraki Justice of the 
Peace Association, mentoring 
newly appointed JPs and con-
tributing to education sessions 
held in Whitianga.

“[In 2004] some of the local 
JPs were finding the workload 
was getting too much and they 
approached me and asked If 
I would be interested in help-
ing the JP society to relieve the 
workload,” he said.

“Myself and all the other JPs 
in Whitianga do a fair bit of 
work around the area.”

Derek said he also flew com-
mercially for ten years with 
Mercury Airlines, which oper-
ated an emergency air ambu-
lance service, transporting pa-
tients to Auckland.

By GORDON PREECE
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2020 Hyundai Kona
2.0Lt Auto, 30km, As New

$23,990
2000 Toyota Celica

1.8Lt Auto, Low Kms, Excel Condition
BUY A CLASSIC

$9,990

2011 Mercedes Benz C350
S/W, 3.5Lt Auto, High Spec,

Stunning Condition

$17,990
NOW

2015 Ssangyong Korando
2.0Lt Auto, Low Kms, Top Condition

$13,990

2012 Opal Astra GTC Coupe
Turbo, 6spd Manual,
SPECIAL CAR

$10,990

2016 Holden Cruze
1.8Ltr Auto, NZ New, Top Value

$11,990

2018 LDV
V80, 11 Seater, Turbo Diesel Auto,

Well Set Up Mini Bus

$23,990

2018 Honda Jazz RS
6 Speed Manual, NZ New, Low 65kms

$16,990
SPECIAL

Restoring justice life’s work for Shirley
For Dr Shirley Jülich, her 

life’s work in restorative 
justice has had a very personal 
bent. Now, she’s been recog-
nised by the Crown for her 
work, as an officer of the New 
Zealand Order of Merit. 

The Whitianga resident has 
been a champion of restorative 
justice since the mid-1990s, 
helping survivors of sexual 
abuse experience a sense of 
justice during their journey to 
recovery. 

Having been a victim of child 
sexual abuse herself, Shirley 
said the most helpful part of 
her recovery process wasn’t the 
court hearings, but the family 
meeting her father held, where 
the perpetrator was made to 
take accountability for his ac-
tions. 

“When I thought back about 
all of that … I just thought the 
thing that gave me an experi-
ence of a sense of justice was a 
family meeting that my father 
had convened, and the only 
thing that was wrong with it 
was that it had no follow up,” 
Shirley said. 

“When I had just started my 
PhD, I thought, ‘that’s what I 
think would be good to find out 
about, what other survivors 
thought’, so that’s what drove 
my research.”

Shirley’s research led to 

Project Restore, an initiative 
offering a survivor-led restora-
tive approach to addressing 
sexual violence. The organisa-
tion holds meetings or hui be-
tween the offender and victim, 
along with support people and 
specially trained facilitators, to 
directly address the harm done. 

“That’s what victims want. 
They want to tell their story 
in a safe forum. If they go to 
court, they don’t often get the 

opportunity to tell their story,” 
Shirley said. 

“They want to hear the of-
fender take on responsibility 
and demonstrate accountabil-
ity. And they want to feel vindi-
cated that there has been some 
censure against the offender.

“That will then give them a 
sense of justice. And a sense of 
justice, of course, is one of the 
prerequisites for having a sense 
of closure to be able to move 

on.” 
Project Restore is accred-

ited by the Ministry of Justice, 
and receives referrals from the 
courts for anyone who pleads 
guilty to a sexual violence case. 

“We’ve got I believe a gold 
standard type programme ad-
dressing sexual violence,” 
Shirley said. 

“And we also have some 
funding to allow some commu-
nity referrals. 

Dr Shirley Jülich, ONZM, has spent her career helping victims of sexual abuse find a sense of justice and closure.
                        Photo: SUPPLIED

“It’s interesting to know that 
more than 90 per cent of us 
will report our car stolen, but 
only 10 per cent of us will re-
port our bodies violated. So 
that funding is in recognition 
that the majority of survivors 
of sexual violence don’t report 
their experience to anybody.”

Project Restore was now seen 
as a leader in the field, Shirley 
said, and she was proud of eve-
rything the programme had 
achieved.

“We have the mechanism in 
law that allows us, it’s not an al-
ternative system - it’s an extra 
layer to justice. That’s the re-
storative part. I’m really proud. 
I’m proud that my research is 
being accessed through the 
[Massey University] library. 

“It’s exciting that people are 
using my work.”

Shirley, who is an associate 
professor at Massey Univer-
sity, said the public hadn’t al-
ways been so accepting of her 
work. “Back in the 90s, when-
ever there was anything in the 
paper about my work you’d get 
emails putting us down… it was 
appalling,” she said.

“[Lately] I haven’t had a 
thing so … I wonder if the pub-
lic has grown up. I think it’s a 
little change in attitude. 

“I just think, what a differ-
ence to the 90s.”

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Miniature horse ropes in social media herd
A small ginger horse who is 

hot to trot has conquered 
more than 260,000 social media 
followers.

Geoffry the Conqueror, who 
is currently based at a Waikino 
farm, has touched the hearts of 
many around the world for his 
courage to cross kilometres of 
coastline, swim in deep water, 
and tackle bushland. 

Owner Rachael Jenks told The 
Profile the Facebook page that 
had now roped in more than 
260,000 followers since it was 
established in 2017, was “almost 
too much for my brain to com-
prehend”.

“It was definitely unexpected 
- it was just a thing that some 
friends had suggested when he 
used to come to horse camps 
and stuff and they were like, ‘oh, 
he’s so cute, you should start a 
Facebook’,” she said.

“I remember when I got to 200 
likes and I was like, oh my gosh 
that’s so many likes, imagine 
200 people in the same room… 
and now it’s [260,000], that’s 
almost too much for my brain to 
comprehend, but it’s cool.”

Rachael said she had also sold 
calendars featuring images of 
Geoffry and his “sidekick” Dou-
gal the donkey for four or five 
years.

“I sold 1000 a couple of 
years ago, and every year their 
numbers go up. I send them to 
America, Canada, Sweden, Swit-
zerland, and random places I 
haven’t even heard of,” she said.

Rachael said she assumed the 
images of Geoffry the Conqueror 
galloping in New Zealand’s envi-
ronment won people over.

“People absolutely love the 
New Zealand scenery and just 
the freedom that Geoffry repre-
sents,” she said. 

“In my videos, there’s always 
a horse or two running free 
with Geoffry, he’s got his little 
sidekick, Dougal the donkey, or 
sometimes my two horses are 
running free. People just can’t 
fathom that life if they’re living 
overseas in apartments or what-
ever.

“Even if people do own horses, 

Geoffry the Conqueror and Dougal enjoy the beach. 
INSET: Geoffry enjoys his freedom. 

Photos: KATE BASKOVA        

By GORDON PREECE

they don’t have the same free-
dom to run free on beaches, and 
it’s just that free life that people 
just love to see, horses running 
and enjoying what they do.”

Rachael said she purchased 
Geoffry the Conqueror off Trade 
Me in 2011 while she was living 
in her hometown, Katikati. 

“I was never allowed a min-
iature horse, my mum and dad 
said no, and they went away on 
holiday for... about four days and 
I rang up mum to tell her that I 
saw [Geoffry] on Trade Me,” she 
said. “I was like ‘you know that 
miniature horse that is at the 
neighbours place, it’s on Trade 
Me, I’m going to buy it’, and they 
just sort of laughed it off, and 
they came home and there were 
little muddy hoofprints through 
the house.

“They were like, ‘ah, you’ve 
bought that horse haven’t you’, 
and I had bought the horse with 
the emergency $200 they had 

left me for food.”
Rachael said Geoffry the Con-

queror “makes their day” for 
those who encounter him.

“I’ll be walking along [Waihī 
Beach] and look back and there’s 
a child walking along with Geof-
fry and Dougal,” she said.

“People will comment that 
[Geoffry has] made my day be-
cause if they look like they want 
to approach, we’ll stop and let 
them pat them and they’ll say 
they’re very friendly and give 
them a scratch.

“I’ve taken them to old peo-
ple’s homes as well, and all the 
old people have a story about 
how they used to ride to school 
on a horse and ‘there was usually 
five of us on a horse but much 
bigger than this horse’, but it ab-
solutely makes their day as well 
because it keeps the memories 
for them.”
DETAILS: Follow Geoffry at: face-
book.com/geoffrytheconqueror.

Dougal, Rachael 
Jenks and Geoffry 

the Conqueror. 
Photo: Andrew Jenks
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

444x444, PPP///SSSttteeriiing, EEEFFFiii,
5 Spd Manual, Diff Lock

4x4, 5 Spd Manual, P/Steering, EFi,
LIMITED STOCK

$21,787 INC GST $18,049 INC GST

NEW HONDA TRX 520FM2 NEW HONDA TRX 420FM2

/

KOPU 07 868 5007 PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCALVETS HERETO HELP 24/7

Fieldays, the largest agricultural event 
in Southern Hemisphere, has just 
wrapped its 55th year.  

With an audience comprising of both 
newcomers and Fieldays stalwarts, the 
event once again demonstrated a re-
markable level of engagement and con-
nectedness, organisers say.

With this being the first winter event 
with the international borders open 
since 2020, Fieldays brought together 
individuals, business leaders and de-
cision makers from various corners of 
the globe, to create invaluable relation-
ships and partnerships that will facili-
tate knowledge-sharing and champion 
New Zealand-led innovation.

“It’s been a truly wonderful four 
days,” New Zealand National Fieldays 
Society chief executive Peter Nation 
said.

“When the gates opened on a Wednes-
day morning under a blanket of fog and 
sun and positivity on the horizon, the 
buzz was great, and you could feel the 
positivity and excitement within hours 
of opening.

“In the face of economic and regu-
latory changes ahead for the primary 
sector, there was a profound spirit of 
camaraderie and buoyancy”  Mr Nation 
said. 

“With just over 105,000 attendees 
through the gates in the past four days, 
it had a different feel to our audience at 
the end of the last year”.  

A number of the 75,000 who came 
through in November, only six months 
prior, were newcomers to Fieldays. 

“To be welcoming back many of those 
who hadn’t been here since 2021 was 
humbling. 

“Effectively we have welcomed over 

105k attend Fieldays

170,000 to Fieldays in just 12 months.”
Once again Fieldays provided the ul-

timate platform to showcase New Zea-
land’s agricultural excellence, he said.

“The event served as a compelling 
testament to the unwavering resolve 
and determination of the agricultural 
community. 

“Like the main event, the Fieldays In-
novation Awards celebrated their 55th 
anniversary proving that the sector has 
a huge runway for growth and driving 
the primary sector forward.”

Planning is already underway for 
Fieldays 2024, building on the success-
es of the past week. 

The dedicated Fieldays team are 
looking forward to welcoming every-
one back to Mystery Creek in twelve 
months’ time,  from Wednesday, June 
12 to Saturday June 15.

Crowds flock to Fieldays at Mystery Creek.   
    Photo: SUPPLIED/FIELDAYS
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027 654 0915
graham@waikatotractors.co.nz

Contact
Graham Sara

www.waikatotractors.co.nz

Waikato Tractors Ltd

waikatotractors.ltd

VISIT OURWEBSITE FOR FULL RANGE OF
NEW & USED STOCK

2009 John Deere 6530

$62500 + GST
6750 Hours
Stoll, PQ 24 speed, 3 spools, Trailer
brakes, Weights

SAM SPREADERS

New & used options available

Trailers and wagons in stock also. We
always have build slots booked if you
want to spec one yourself.

McIntosh 600 Feed out
Wagon

$9900 + GST
9.1 Cube
Extra wide belt
Ready to go
Used SAMwagons available also

Bunning 105
Muck Spreader

For Sale or Hire

Kuhn HRB503DR
Power Harrow

$44,900 + GST
5 metre
Suit new buyer
Paint barely off the roller

McCormick cx95

$35,000 + GST
Fully repainted
Pearson loader
Very tidy

Contact us to book

M5111DH

M5 SERIES
TRACTORS

W | CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ

PH | 027 2850349 ANDREW WELCH
NGATEA 07 8677524

IN STOCK NOW!

M5-111 ROPS

110 HP
QUX46 FRONT END

LOADERIN
C
L
U
D
E
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Federated Farmers gives the recently an-
nounced National Party climate policy 
“five stars”, the farming organisation’s 
president Wayne Langford says.

“We released a rural roadmap outlining 
our 12 key policy priorities for restoring 
farmer confidence this election.

“That roadmap included a clear call for 
the next government to urgently review 
our methane reduction targets, support 
the better use of technologies, and to re-
think our ETS forestry rules,” Mr Langford 
said.

“We’re really pleased to see the National 
Party have picked up on those important 
issues and are making commitments to 
put in place solutions that will work for 
farmers. It shows that they’ve been listen-
ing to farmers’ concerns.”

National’s climate change spokesper-
son Simon Watts said around half of New 
Zealand’s greenhouse gas emissions came 
from agriculture. 

“Finding a sustainable pathway to re-
duce agricultural emissions, when we are 
among the most emission efficient farm-
ers in the world, without decimating our 
most important economic sector is a ma-
jor long-term challenge for New Zealand,” 
he said.

“National is up for that challenge and 
that is why... we announced we will re-
move the ban on gene technologies, which 
will help give farmers the tools they need 
to reduce methane emissions through 
gene edited crops, feed, and livestock.

“National supports the recognition of 
on-farm sequestration, allowing landown-
ers to earn Emissions Trading Scheme 
credits through other forms of carbon 
capture besides tree planting, such as re-
storing wetlands. This will reward those 
who put effort into removing carbon from 

the atmosphere and bring us closer to our 
emission targets.”

Langford said farmers would be particu-
larly pleased to see a firm commitment to 
review the current unscientific and unreal-
istic methane reduction targets that could 
only have been achieved through unaccep-
table reductions in sheep, beef and dairy 
production.

“Putting a price on emissions to drive 
blindly towards those targets would be 
absolutely devastating for farmers, rural 
communities and the New Zealand econ-
omy,” he said.

“We can’t just reduce emissions by farm-
ing less and planting productive farmland 
in pine trees - we need to be looking to new 
technologies whether that be methane in-
hibitors, vaccines or gene-editing.

“New Zealand farmers are committed to 
doing our bit to stop additional warming, 
but the policies that support emissions 
reductions need to be pragmatic, sensible 
and fair,” Langford said.

DairyNZ said delaying agriculture emis-
sions pricing until technology was in place 
and targets reviewed was a step in the 
right direction.

DairyNZ chair Jim van der Poel said if 
a New Zealand government was going to 
price agricultural emissions, then the pric-
ing system must be fair and practical for 
dairy farmers.

“Dairy farmers are already world lead-
ing – because of that, we need to continue 
to invest in new technology and mitigation 
options to hold that position,” he said.

“Before any emissions pricing system 
is introduced, there must be clarity about 
emissions targets and how any pricing 
mechanism will work, along with how all 
these factors work together. 

“We must get the details right.”

Climate policy welcomed
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THE FINAL FAREWELL
Be part of our special feature to showcase your
products and services to potential customers

Publishing Tuesday July 25th
Booking deadline Monday July 17th
Contact Nikki for more information

Phone: 022 130 3885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Thames Valley Club RugbyThames Valley Club Rugby

All Senior A games start at 2.35pm (unless stated)

Teams named first indicate home team
Rugby United Under 21s V Morrinsville Sports U21s at Centennial Park, Paeroa,

1.00pm on Saturday 1st July
SENIOR B

SEENNIIOORR AA SSatturdday JJully 11stt

Coromandel V Tairua Sat July 1st 2.35pm
Waihou V Whangamata Sat July 1st 1.00pm
Hauraki North V Ngatea Sat July 1st 1.00pm

Mercury Bay Waihi AthleticV
Paeroa Hauraki NorthV

Te Aroha COBRAS ThamesV
Waihou WhangamataV

Mud & 
mayhem 
at rippa 
finals
Thirty five teams of rip-
pa rugby players from 
around a dozen prima-
ry schools competed in 
the Thames Valley Rip-
pa Rugby finals tourna-
ment at Paeroa Domain 
on June 21. A morning 
of rain turned the fields 
to mud, which added 
to the fun for some. 
TERESA RAMSEY caught 
some of the action.

Te Puru School’s Louie Dryden, 8, had some fun in the mud. Ngatea’s Felix Latham is about to lose his tag.

Mercury Bay Marlins have a break from the mud. Netherton’s Zeeva Hayes evades her opponent.

Hikutaia’s Kiana Parata-Bidois defends her tag.

SPORTS

Lola Harris, of Ngatea Primary School, tries her best to avoid having her tag ripped.                                      Photos: TERESA RAMSEY
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We’ve been building quality homes for NZ families for over 33 years!
We are the industry leaders in steel framed home construction.

Talk to our experienced team today to explore your opportunities!

Call Nicole: 021 889 182 | Call Blake: 027 208 6563

Lakeside Development!
House & Land Packages -With amazing amenities within Lakeside!

3 Bittern Road

WAS: $809,000 NOW: $799,000

$874,000

Visit goldenhomes.co.nz

Scan the QR codes to view these properties on our website!

20 Pa Ariki Road

NOW: $794,000

Just 35 mins to Hamilton or South Auckland!

These homes will give Kiwis a neighbourhood they can call their own at a price they can afford. They’ll enjoy brand-
new, quality homes with their own backyards, where they can put down roots and be part of a great community.

Lakeside’s location combines the best of town and country living, with brand-new homes in a picturesque
setting, close to an established, friendly rural town. Te Kauwhata is a strong community with excellent local
services and amenities. Lakeside is commuting distance to employment hubs in Manukau, Mt Wellington,
Auckland airport, Hamilton, Pukekohe and the newly approved Ohinewai Sleepyhead Industrial park.
Don’t miss out!

Since 1991, Golden HomesWaikato have built an average of 100 new
homes a year and we’re still growing!

We are here to stay!

Our stunning new showhome is surrounded by rolling hills and stunning views to Lake Waikare.

With four bedrooms, open-plan family living, and separate lounge for privacy, the showhome features quality
fittings and classic fixtures throughout. Golden Homes prides itself on designing homes that are both
affordable and desirable.

8 Crake Street, Lakeside Development

$889,000

VISIT OUR LAKESIDE SHOWHOME! 8 CRAKE ST, LAKESIDE DEVELOPMENT, TE KAUWHATA

Thurs /Fri / Sun: 11:00am - 3:00pm Also open anytime by appointment!

Lakeside Showhome Open!

Come and explore the exceptional quality and finish of a Golden Home!

Opening Special Prices!

22 Pa Ariki Rd

Call Nicole: 021 889 182 | Call Blake: 027 208 6563

Visit goldenhomes.co.nz
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2
• 3 Bedroom Villa, 124sqm with

1 bathroom , guest WC,
single garage.

ENQUIRE TODAY!

Trout breeding established

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.
1884

Trout breeding on the Paeroa 
Estate was a successful ven-

ture for Geoffrey Maclean, who 
had received a large installment 
of 3000 ova from the Acclima-
tisation Society. At a consider-
able sacrifice of time and with 
much perseverance, he suc-
ceeded in stocking the creeks 
of the Paeroa, Horahora, and 
Okoroire districts with speckled 
English brown trout.

Two thousand five hundred 
fish hatched - a proportion 
rarely achieved in the province. 
In the fish house were hatching 
out troughs, which, instead of 
receiving the water one from the 
other, were supplied simultane-
ously and independently of each 
other, avoiding the possibility of 
transmitting disease.

In transporting the fish a dis-
tance of nearly ten miles, tanks 
were placed on a dray and so ar-
ranged that a constant supply of 
water was kept flowing in at one 
end and out at the other. 

Keeping the water perfectly 
still ensured the fish would sur-
vive the journey. Although the 

Trout fishing on the Waihou River.                       Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

undertaking was more patriotic 
than profitable, settlers were en-
couraged to take part in this very 
deserving work. 
TARARU CAB MOOTED
When business obliged George 
Harcourt to walk to Tararu, he 
observed there was no cab on the 
Bank Corner at Grahamstown 
when he started at 11am and 
none on his arrival at 12.45pm. 
Was this road not worthy of hav-
ing an advertised cab, say three 
times a day? he asked. 

Residents might then have an 
opportunity of arriving on the 
asphalt with less than an inch 
of dirt on their boots. Four cabs 
usually stood either at Grahams-
town or Shortland. People could 
never get them separate. He sug-
gested that a spirited proprie-
tor could organise a Tararu cab 
starting from the Corner, say at 
9am, 12pm and 4pm and return 
30 minutes later. “Kindly venti-
late”, he signed his letter to the 
editor.
MIRACULOUS ESCAPE
Messrs Bradley and Co dis-
patched their driver of the mail 
coach, Alf Rowe, to Thames from 

Te Aroha in a light four wheel 
trap, recently purchased for this 
job, and known as a Gortland 
wagon, to which were attached a 
pair of smart bay horses. 

All went well until a part of the 
road which lay right at the foot 
of the Karangahake gorge. Here 
there was a very sharp turn, in a 
place where the road was only 10 
feet wide.

On the left hand side was a 
high bank; on the opposite was 
an almost perpendicular drop of 
some ten or twelve feet on to the 
creek bed. There was no protec-
tion at all, from a bank or rail.

Just as the vehicle came round 
the corner one of the horses 
shied, and before the driver 
had time to avoid an accident, 
the whole vehicle went over the 
bank, the two occupants being 
pitched right across the creek 
bed.

One horse was killed and the 
wagon badly damaged, but the 
driver and passenger had a mi-
raculous escape. Several altera-
tions were urgently needed at 
this part of the road to make it 
safer for traffic.

The Living Well Trust is host-
ing a series of promotion 

stands at PaknSave Thames 
each Thursday in the coming 
weeks to boost financial support.

The trust provides youth 
work in primary and secondary 
schools in Thames and Paeroa 
to restore hope, instil an appre-
ciation for life, and inspire posi-
tive decisions towards a fulfilled 
life.

Co-ordinator Michael Wilkes 
told The Profile the trust cur-
rently had a funding gap.

“If we can get regular people in 
the community supporting what 
we do financially, then it’s just so 
much more sustainable than the 
traditional approach of looking 
for grants all the time,” he said.

“I’ve been hoping to increase 
individual support by 40 to 50 

grand a year, which feels like 
a big number but if we had 50 
people giving ten bucks a week 
we’ll be getting there.

“That money goes straight 
into the cost of programmes and 
then paying for staff time to pro-
vide the programmes.”

Michael said the trust had 
three current staff and planned 
to introduce another two to-
wards next year.

“We’ve definitely got some 
interesting demand from a lot 
of people in schools locally but 
then also, there’s other groups 
outside of the region that are 
wanting to explore taking on the 
programme,” he said.

“There’s lots of parents who 
see the value of what we do in 
their kids and we still get great 
feedback from parents.”
DETAILS: More information online 
at: livingwell.org.nz.

Youth trust seeks support
By GORDON PREECE

Michael Wilkes held the first of many Living Well Trust promotion 
stand outside PaknSave Thames on June 15.       Photo: GORDON PREECE
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PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under REAA 2008 Helping grow the country

pggwre.co.nz/MOR37917

EXCLUSIVE

KOPU 181 Ngati Maru Highway, SHWY 25
A Rare Find
Lovely low maintenance family home with two lounges on 6505m2 flat land in very handy location.

Sunny and private open plan living with beautiful modern kitchen.
Seamless indoor/outdoor flow to decks and paved patio.

Heap pump and wetback log burner. Double garaging with workshop space and plenty of off-street parking.

Fully fenced gardens plus paddock with established trees and cherry tree lined driveway complete this attractive property.

Don’t miss out. Call us now to view.

4 2 2

$1.1M GST Inclusive

VIEW By Appointment Only

E johan.vandeput@pggwrightson.co.nz
M 021 964 070
Johan Van de Put

E emma.muir@pggwrightson.co.nz
M 027 210 1803
Emma Muir

RURAL | LIFESTYLE | RESIDENTIAL
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KentWood Fires

SEE MORE AT
www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

COME & SEE US for all your wood
fire and heating needs.

Flue cleaning kits - Fire guards - Wood
baskets - Kindling - Fire lighters -

Replacement parts for Wood Burners

Weare your local Kent indoorwood fire dealer. For over 40 years Kent wood fires have
been heating New Zealand homes, creating a warm, cosy haven that Kiwi’s look forward

to enjoying. Designed in New Zealand for your New Zealand home, Kent indoor wood fires
come with a 15 year warranty, backed by service and support at your doorstep.

Consumer NZ, Warmer Kiwi Homes and 
the Electricity Authority have teamed up 

on a campaign to provide free and easy tips 
to help people keep their home warm and 
healthy this winter; and save up to $500 in 
the process.

The campaign’s headline is ‘Find money 
in weird places’, and it focuses on how eve-
ryone can make savings by making tiny 
changes.

Consumer’s latest nationally representa-
tive survey shows three in five New Zealand-
ers are concerned about the cost of energy.

“We know the cost-of-living is hitting 
many people hard,” Consumer NZ chief ex-
ecutive Jon Duffy said.

“New Zealanders’ wallets are having to 
stretch further than ever, and for some it’s 
the first time they have had to worry about 
covering the essentials”.

One place where everyone can make a 
saving is on their household energy costs.
Check your power plan
All electricity is the same, no matter where 
you buy it from. You may as well get it for 
the cheapest price you possibly can.

“Make sure you are on the best plan for 
your household,” Electricity Authority chief 
executive Sarah Gillies said.

“The more households shop around for 
electricity on a regular basis, the more elec-
tricity retailers improve their products, ser-
vices and pricing.

“Users of the Powerswitch comparison 
site, typically save between $300 and $400 
per year when they change plan.

“It’s a free and easy comparison service. 
It only takes a few minutes to enter your de-
tails and compare the plans and providers 
available,” she said.
Get the most out of your heat pump
“Heat pumps are great for heating bigger or 
less well-insulated spaces, because the run-
ning costs are so low – but it pays to know 
how to get the most out of it and maintain 
it properly,” Warmer Kiwi Homes manager 
Henry Nepia said.

“For anyone wanting to stay warm with-
out breaking the bank, using a heat pump 
efficiently is a game-changer,” he said.

Warmer Kiwi Homes offers government 
grants of 80 per cent of the cost of ceiling 
and underfloor insulation, and up to 80 per 
cent of the cost of an energy-efficient heat-
er to eligible households.

Cranking up the heat pump temperature 
on a cold day won’t make it work faster, but 
it will make it work harder and cost more 
money.

If you tend to have the heat pump setting 
high, choosing to keep it at its optimum set-
ting of between 19 and 21 degrees could 
save you up to $320 a year.

Take a few minutes every two months to 
clean your heat pump filters. A clean heat 
pump will be more efficient and will save 
you money on your power bill.
Switch off appliances at the wall when 
you’re not using them
If something is plugged in at the wall but 
not being used, it’s probably still sucking 
up your power. Devices with a stand-by light 
are even more likely to be an unwanted 
drain on your household power bill. Take a 
few seconds to switch your appliances off 
at the wall – this could save you up to $100 
a year.
Shorten your showers to five minutes
A long hot shower provides a moment of 
bliss on a cold and blustery day. However 
it’s useful to know that longer, 15-minute 
showers are surprisingly heavy on the wal-
let: about one dollar each. Cutting showers 
down to five minutes could save $5 per per-
son per week. Set a timer to help you keep 
your showers short.
Change your washing machine settings to 
cold wash
A cold wash performs well for a general-use 
wash and uses a quarter of the electricity 
per load than a warm wash.

A family doing four loads of laundry per 
week stands to save about $50 per year by 
switching to a cold laundry setting.

GET WARM STAY WARMGET WARM STAY WARM
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Simple ways to save 
money this winter

Longer, 15-minute 
showers are surpris-

ingly heavy on the 
wallet: about one 

dollar each. Cutting 
showers down to five 

minutes could save $5 
per person per week. 

Set a timer to help you 
keep your showers 

short.
Photo: PIXABAY

As temperatures drop, energy use, costs, 
and waste inevitably begin to rise. With 

the ever-increasing need to lower our car-
bon footprint, it makes sense for home-
owners to consider various ways to lower 
their homes’ energy consumption.

While you may have already considered 
investing in energy-efficient appliances 
and heat pumps, water heater insulation, 
and/or solar panels, you may well have 
overlooked a key aspect of your home 
that’s in dire need of insulation. That as-
pect? Windows.

On average, a home can lose upwards 
of 30 per cent of its heat through windows 
alone. That’s because glass is not inher-
ently insular. The more windows a home 
has, the more energy will be lost. This also 
means that you as a homeowner will likely 
need to run your heating system at a high-
er temperature and/or for longer periods 
of time. In this case, it won’t really matter 
how energy efficient your home might be 

in other areas, as whatever gains might be 
made will eventually be outweighed by the 
loss.

To combat this issue, be sure to check 
your windows’ age, as older windows are 
generally less energy-friendly. You could 
also consider double-glazing your windows 
if they aren’t already – or check if it might 
not be time to replace old double-glazed 
windows with newer ones.

You will also want to check window seals 
and joinery, as windows that don’t seal well 
will not be able to effectively trap in heat. 
While wood frames tend to be the gener-
ally more effective option, this material is 
not as long-lasting. It may be beneficial for 
you to, instead, invest in aluminium joinery, 
as this material creates a good seal, looks 
stylish, and is 100 per cent recyclable.

While the initial outlay might be high, the 
energy and associated cost savings associ-
ated with well-insulated windows are defi-
nitely worth it.

Time to insulate your home
A home can lose upwards of 30 per cent of its heat through windows.           Photo: PIXABAY
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THAMES &
WHITIANGA

Your Electric
Heating Specialists

100% Thames
626 Pollen Street
(07) 868 6124

100% Whitianga
4/9 Joan Gaskel Drive

(07) 866 5726

FREE
NO-OBLIGATION

QUOTE

Let FAIRVIEWTHAMES help you fight the
winter chill and summer heat with new
Double-Glazed Aluminium Joinery

• FAIRVIEWTHAMES has been operating throughout the

Coromandel and Hauraki region for over 20 years

• We are 100% locally owned and operated and are proud to

employ local and support many local clubs and community

groups

Contact us today to arrange a
FREE, no-obligation, measure
and quote and ask us about our
installation service.

FAIRVIEWTHAMES
10 Millar Place, Kopu
07 868 9105
office@fairviewthames.co.nz
www.fairviewthames.co.nz

GET WARM STAY WARMGET WARM STAY WARM
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Wrong heater could cost dearly
For many, making the leap to installing 

a heat pump is an expensive gamble. 
However, “understanding the pros and cons 
of heat pumps versus portable heaters can 
save users money in the long run”, says 
Mark Milmine, owner of 100% Thames and 
Whitianga.

Portable heaters have their place. Under-
standing the basic costs and benefits of 
each type of portable heater could avoid a 
disappointing result. 

Heat pumps are now well-established as 
the primary heat source for kiwi homes. Fur-
ther, a heat pump can cool a room as well 
as heat it, allowing you to use it as an air 
conditioner. Before choosing a size, style or 
model of heat pump, you need to consider 
their pros, cons and cost-effectiveness.

Pros include: warm, dry and comfortable; 
lower heating costs (usually); dehumidify-
ing; air filtering; cooling. Cons include: noise; 
not so good in low temperatures; draughts/
breeze; initial $ outlay. 

100% Thames and Whitianga only stock 
reputable brands of heat pumps, including 
Panasonic, Mitsubishi Electric and Fujitsu. A 
free, no-obligation quote is the only way to 
ensure the right model is selected to heat 
the target space efficiently.

Electric heaters can be expensive to run 
and aren’t usually powerful enough to keep 
living areas warm. However, their low pur-
chase price means they’re often the best 
value for money in small spaces like the 
bedroom or study, or to provide a short-term 
boost for spaces heated by heat pump or 
wood fire.

Oil column heaters provide efficient and 
cost-effective heating for longer term use. 
Ideal for medium to large rooms needing 
constant temperature. Not useful for quick, 
targeted heating, however.

Oscillating tower fan heaters offer fast, 
even heating thanks to fan, large element 
and oscillation. Good for quickly heating an 
office or rumpus room.

Panel heaters are fast and quiet, they 
are ideal to warm up all objects and people 
in line with the radiant waves, providing a 
pleasant warmth.

Convection heaters provide fast heating 
for medium- to large-sized rooms and are 
perfect for rooms where occasional heating 
is required.

Personal fan heaters deliver instant di-
rectional heat. Ideal to quickly heat a space 
and/or provide directional warmth. Cheap 
to buy, often expensive to run long term.

The staff at 100% Thames and Whitianga 
are trained to assist customers in identify-
ing their underlying needs and choosing a 
heating solution that is right for them. Lead-
ing brands include Dimplex and Delonghi – 
both recommended by Consumer NZ.

“Understanding the goals of the purchase 
– heating what? how quickly? for how 
long? - is critical in avoiding an expensive 
mistake,” Mark says. - Supplied by 100% 
Thames and Whitianga

Oil column 
heaters provide 

efficient and 
cost-effective 

heating for 
longer term 

use, ideal for 
medium to 

large rooms 
needing con-

stant tempera-
ture.
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Looking for quality in
garden tools, watering options

and pest management?

We have the advice and products
you need to get the best from
your garden all year round.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

31

Plant above
ground crops

1

Non planting
Day

2

Non planting
Day

3

Full Moon

4

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

5

Non planting
Day

6

Non planting
Day

7

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

8

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

9

Non planting
Day

10

Non planting
Day

11

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

12

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

13

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

14

Non planting
Day

15

Non planting
Day

16

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

17

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

18

NewMoon

19

Non planting
Day

20

Non planting
Day

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

Non planting
Day

24

Plant above
ground crops

25

Plant above
ground crops

26

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

27

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

28

Non planting
Day

29

Non planting
Day

30

Non planting
Day

July 2023JJJuly 2023 MoonMMMoon
Planting CalendarPlantiiinnggg CCCCalendar

JULY GARDENING AT AEROVIEW
382 Ngati Maru Highway

Totara, Thames

Ph 868 7960
Open 7 days a week

June & July Mon-Fri 8.30am to 5pm
Sat & Sun 8.30am to 4pm

NEW
SEASON
ROSES

In-store now
• Standards
• Hybrid Tea
• Climbers
• Floribunda
• Old Fashioned
• David Austin
and new releases
from Matthews

Nursery

Our First
Shipment
of New
Season

Deciduous
& Fruit
Trees
have
arrived
Instore

Pruning - It’s time
to prune.

Come meet Paul and
see our pruning demo
Sunday 9th July
@ 1.00pm.

Learn to prune roses,
fruit trees, grapes
& hydrangeas

What to do in the
garden in July

SEED POTATOES
• Rua • Swift
• Rocket • Agria
• Jersey Benne
• Ilam Hardy
• Liesta • Nandine

MAORI
SEED POTATOES

• Urenica
• Moemoe

• Waiporoporo
• Whataroa
• Huakaroro
• Karuparera
• Kowiniwini

GARDEN
CENTRE

9am - 5pm 7 Days
28 Thames Road, Paeroa
Ph: 862 6438
E: donna@countrydoggardencentre.co.nz
www.countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

POTS • VASES
• PLANTS • WATER FEATURES

Great Gift Ideas

for

GardeningGardening
We are almost to the middle of winter, 

and still experiencing some warm 
sunny days interrupted by some mild 
frosts. Growth in the garden is beginning to 
slow down which gives time for spring and 
summer planning. It is a nice time to wit-
ness the cheerful flowers begin to merge 
in the garden, camellias, leucadendrons, 
daphne and some blossoming shrubs to 
brighten our days.

If the soil is dry enough the empty spaces 
in the vegetable garden can be cultivated, 
fertilised with blood and bone and sheep 
pellets and then planted out. You can also 
apply a heavy dressing of compost and 
leave as a mulch on the surface to be dug 
in later if you don’t want to plant straight 
away.

Sow your favourite veges like cauliflower, 
lettuce, potatoes, silverbeet, kale and cab-
bage. Protect where possible with cloches.

Continue harvesting carrots, cabbage, 
kale, leeks, lettuce, mesculun, rocket, sil-
verbeet if lucky enough to have all this pro-
duce in your garden.

When planting new crops make sure 
you put plenty of slug bait and derris dust 
around the seedlings to protect from pests.

In containers under shelter, plant seeds 
of – broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce, 
onions, carrots, parsnips and beetroot.

In the flower garden now is the time to 
plant camellias, viburnum, hellebores, di-
anthus, leucadendrons, violets, daphne, 
kowhai and flowering kale.

In the fruit garden it is all about planting 
new season fruit trees and getting those 
strawberry plants in. Check for earliest 
signs of bud movement on early season 

plums and peaches. Inspect terminal leaf 
buds critically. Green tip sprays are vital for 
control of leaf curl and bladder plum infec-
tions. Apply copper oxychloride or similar. 
Prune your deciduous fruit trees now. En-
sure that your cutting tools are clean and 
sharp and clean and protect cuts with a 
pruning paste.

Citrus – Harvest citrus using secateurs to 
prevent damage to the trees. Cold temper-
atures are responsible for intensifying skin 
colour but it doesn’t necessarily indicate 
full maturity. Provide protection against 
cold. Grapes – Select the strongest grow-
ing canes when pruning. Cut out old wood 
which bore last season’s fruit. Remove 
those which are thin and weak. Passion-
fruit – Apply copper oxychloride to protect 
against grease spot disease. Berry fruits- 
Complete pruning. Strawberries – Carefully 
cultivate around plants, side dress with a 
balanced NPK fertiliser. Mulch with either 
peas straw or pine needles.

Winter colour when the leaves change 
can be stunning and berries such as idesia, 
holly and pyracantha brighten the garden 
as well. To promote healthy rose bushes 
and a fabulous floral display, there are two   
simple steps to take during winter. Prune 
and Spray. Completely remove any dead 
stems (usually grey) then prune each stem 
to just above an outward facing bud.

Spray with Conqueror oil and Copper 
Oxychloride and again in 2 weeks time to 
help break the pest cycle. Cut up light prun-
ing’s and twigs from fruit trees and include 
in compost with lawn clipping and aerate 
if possible.

- Ngatea Garden Circle

Garden growth slows down
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2022 Toyota HiLux Mako, Factory Edition, Low kms$95,000
2022 Toyota Highlander ZR, Fully Loaded $79,990
2021 Toyota Hilux, SR5, 2WD, Auto $44,990
2021 Toyota Corolla Hatch, 2.0Ltr Auto $28,990
2019 Toyota Prado, VX Ltd, Top Spec $72,990
2019 Toyota RAV4 GX, 2.0Ltr $34,990
2019 Honda HR-V, Low Kms, NZ New $24,990
2018 Toyota Rav4, GXL , AWD, 2.5 Petrol $28,990
2018 Toyota Corolla Hatches from $19,990
2017 Toyota Hilux, 4WD, Manual, Flatdeck $39,990
2017 Toyota CH-R, turbo, 3 to choose from $27,990
2017 Kia Sportage, NZ New from $19,990
2017 Toyota Vitz, Hybrid $18,990
2016 Toyota Hilux, SR5, 4WD, Manual, Canopy $36,990
2016 Hyundai Tuscon, Elite $29,990

2020 Toyota Corolla 1.8P Hybrid G, Low KM’s $36,790
2019 Toyota Land Cruiser Prado VX 2.8D $67,990
2019 Toyota RAV4 GX 2.0P 2WD, NZ New $34,990
2018 Toyota Hilux SR5, 2.8TD, 4WD, 6AT $48,990
2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL 2.0P 2WD $29,990
2018 Kia Sportage LX+ 2.0D, AWD, NZ New $29,990
2018 Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P NZ New $24,990
2017 Toyota C-HR 1.8L Hybrid $37,990
2016 Toyota Hilux S 2.8D 5MT 2WD $32,990
2014 Toyota Hilux 3.0TD, DCC, 4WD, 5AT $32,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 100,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and Conditions apply, see Kia.co.nz for full details.

5 YEAR Warranty
Programme

(OR UP TO 100,000 KMS)

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

Features include:
• 1.4L DOHC MPI D-CVVT Petrol Engine
• 6-speed Automatic
• 15” Alloys
• 6 Airbags
• Forward Collision Avoidance Assist –
Car / Pedestrian / Cyclist

• Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist
• Driver Attention Alert
• Rear Parking Sensors
• Rearview Monitor with
Dynamic Guidelines

• LED Daytime Running Lights
• Halogen Bi-Function Projection
Headlamps with Static Bending Light

• 8” Touchscreen Infotainment
• 4.2” TFT LCD Colour Supervision
Instrument Cluster

• Wireless Apple CarPlayTM
& Android AutoTM

Kia Stonic
LX 1.4L Petrol

MRP

$24,990+ORC*

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

PPPhhh 000777 888666888 888999555111 • PPPaulll GGGriiiffffififin 000222111 111666999 444000333666 • www.TTThhhamesKKKiiia.co.nz

STOCK AVAILABLE NOW!!

2021 Toyota Prado
VX

2019 Toyota RAV4
GX

THAMES PAEROA

$34,990$79,990

2.0P, 2WD
NZ New

Low Kms, 1 Owner

LiiLimmiimiimmittiiteetteddeed

Beat the Clean Car Tax
coming July 1st
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill
HOUSEWASH

SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house, 
roof or pa� os, fences & driveways.

Cleaning, moss treatment & 
waterblas� ng for 25 years.

Also clean exterior windows.
Call 0800 737 777 or 

Anton direct on 027 313 4386
atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

home maintenance  

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician
Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
We solve your tree problems 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding   
Pruning • Clearing • Storm Clean Up

Qualifi ed, experienced, 
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today 

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

Rich Visick 
027 424 4217 / 07 862 5114 

Coromandel, Hauraki & Beyond
Heights Certified & Insured

Chimney 
Sweeping 

chimney sweep

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

• Caravan e-wofs
• Home and Business
electrical inspections

• IQP emergency lighting
inspections

• Solar power inspections
Servicing Hauraki,

Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

electrical inspector

HAIRCUTS
WALK INS
WELCOME

NEW 
LOCATION 
OPPOSITE 
MITRE 10

APPOINTMENTS
NOT NEEDED

Pollen Street 
Thames

hairdresser

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

building supplies

architecture
Architectural design

Plans and documentation for
alterations and

additions to existing buildings.
Building consent applications. 
LBP Design - Contact Richard

Tel: 022 050 3157
Email: richard@sketch-it.co.nz

CALL THE EXPERTS

For more than three decades, 
Smart has played a significant 

role in maintaining cleanliness 
and a rubbish-free environment in 
the Coromandel and Waikato re-
gions; we’ve been proud to do that, 
through trying conditions at times.

As our area undergoes major 
changes in waste collections, han-
dling, and charges, rest assured 
that Smart Bins commercial ser-
vices will continue to be your trust-
ed local waste business, proudly 
owned and operated, with people 
who live in your communities.

As area manager, I guarantee 
you and your community a reliable, 
friendly, and hassle-free rubbish 
and recycling collection service for 
your home or business, come rain, 
shine or slips.

While our council’s work in the 

area is evolving, our commitment 
to serving our customers remains 
unwavering. 

Whether you’re a household or 
a business, we will continue to 
provide a comprehensive range of 
services. 

We understand that the proposed 
council services may not meet 
everyone’s needs, so we offer flex-
ible, cost-effective, customised col-
lection times, and a variety of bin 
sizes ranging from 80 litre wheelie 
bins to 30 cubic metres. 

 - Rodney Barriball,
Smart

CONTACT: If you would like to ex-
plore the range of services we pro-
vide, please contact our team today 

at 0800 4MYBIN or email sales.
support@smartenvironmental.

co.nz.

Smart decisions in changing times
Smart offers a variety of bin sizes ranging from 80 litre wheelie bins to 30 cubic metres.       SUPPLIED
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Storage

Storage

Storage

Public Notices

Public Notices Public Notices

Public Notices

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 021 
060 7659Buyers of all scrap metal & cars

Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid

Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

NEED STAFF? 
GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?

Advertise in the Valley Profile 
and get results!

Phone Nikki on 022 130 3885

Church Notices

Dogs For Sale

Handyman Services

Grazing Wanted

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the Valley Profile office: 

2 Queen St, Paeroa 
Call first to check availability: 

Ph 0204 0944 853
Perfect for school 

holidays - art and craft, 
moving, table coverings 

and more .....

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 plumber

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

DOG TREATS
Thames Market Thames Market 
every Saturday...every Saturday...

Rain or ShineRain or Shine

E: debstra.dogs@gmail.comE: debstra.dogs@gmail.com
FB: FB: Deb’s Dog Treats‘n‘MeatsDeb’s Dog Treats‘n‘Meats  

pet food

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Gardening

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Long term 10 acres 
minimum between 
Paeroa and Thames. 
Ph Steve 0220 75 
62 11

Victoria Battery 
Tramway 

Society Inc.
AGM

Sunday 3rd July 
2.00pm

Victoria Battery Museum

���� � ���� ����
������ � ���� ��������

���� ������
 � �������� ����� 
�����������

Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

signs

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

wallpaperer

Hauraki District Council 
Meetings - July 2023

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of July 2023 in the 
Council Chamber, Hauraki House, William 
Street, Paeroa unless otherwise stated.
Taramaire Drainage District Committee
Thursday, 6 July 2023, 9.00am
Ngatea Service Centre
Western Plains Drainage District Committee
Thursday, 6 July 2023, 10.30am 
Ngatea Service Centre
Eastern Plains Drainage District 
Committee
Thursday, 6 July 2023, 1.00pm 
Ngatea Service Centre
Regulatory Hearings Committee
Monday, 10 July 2023, 9.00am (if required)
Planning Committee
Monday, 17 July 2023, 9.00am
Regulatory Hearings Committee
Monday, 24 July 2023, 9.00am (if required)
Council meeting  
Has been rescheduled from Wednesday,  
26 July to Wednesday, 2 August 2023.
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

REQUEST FOR TENDER
Hauraki District Council is seeking tenders 
for contract HDC 8002_001.1 Reactive 
Maintenance and Civil Works.  
This contract is for the provision of plant 
and labour services to support Council’s  
in-house Works Team providing water, 
wastewater and stormwater reticulation 
services and civil project works. 
The successful contractor will provide the 
resources and commitment to complete 
various planned maintenance works, civil 
projects, provide after hours on call  
services and attend emergency events.
From 3 July 2023 you can find out more 
information and register online with GETS 
(Government Electronic Tenders Service) at 
https://www.gets.govt.nz/. Tenders will 
only be accepted via GETS.  
LD Cavers
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday July 
2nd, 2pm Grahamstown 
Hall. Speaker: Kay 
Moore.

Kelpie bitch. 14 mths 
old, spayed, vaccinated. 
Ph 027 494 4262

Notice of 2023 AGM 
Thames Museum 

Society Inc 
The Annual General 

Meeting will be held at 
Thames Museum Te 

Whare Taonga o te Kau-
aeranga, 1pm, Saturday 

8th July. 
All welcome. 

Enquiries 027 868 6072

HAURAKI AERO 
CLUB INC.

NOTICE OF AGM
The AGM of the Hauraki 

Aero Club Inc.
Will be held at the 
HAC Clubrooms

Ngati Maru Highway, 
Thames

At 11.00am on
Saturday 15 July 2023

Members and prospective
Members welcome

Lesley Weston
Secretary
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OHINEMURI
SINGERS
AND SPECIAL GUESTS

SINGSATION

ELIM CHURCH CENTRE
STATION ROAD, PAEROA
SATURDAY 1 JULY  2PM

ADULTS $10
SCHOOL AGE MUSIC LOVERS......FREE!!

If you are old enough to remember singing in
the rain with Gene Kelly, let us take you over
the rainbow on a trip down Memory Lane, with
uplifting songs you know and have loved! If
Beyonce or Justin Beiber is more your thing,
come along anyway, and hear what we used to
groove to!!

N

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

OPERATIONS MANAGER
A lead position is available for a 
Young-stock and Bull Farming 
operation covering approximately 
1,000 head across three properties 
on the Hauraki Plains.
Essential skills required for the role 
include:
• Pasture Management & Feed   
 Budgeting skills
• A high level of livestock   
 management capability
• Basic computer & spreadsheet  
 skills
• General farm maintenance skills
• People leadership capability to
 oversee any other employees   
 (currently one)
Optional skills
• An interest in genetics & stud stock
•	 A	heavy	traffic	licence

Please express your interest 
and send your CV to 

catherine@townshend.co.nz

WANT TO JOIN THE 
HG LEACH TEAM?
We’re on the hunt for a 

Quarry Operator
About the role:
· Full-time permanent position
·  Involves operating across all
   three of our quarries
· Entry – intermediate level
· Full on the job training will be 
   provided
· Applicants must have a Class 1 
  drivers licence
· Looking for someone with a 
  keen attitude, willingness to 
		learn	and	ability	to	fit	in	with	
   the family value approach 
  at HG Leach

If you’d like to learn more about 
the role or send us your CV, 

please contact jan@hgleach.co.nz 
or phone 0274 922 001

Computer and 
SCADA Network Engineer

Hauraki District Council is seeking an enthusiastic, 
self-motivated Network Engineer. This position is to 
assist in the configuration and maintenance of 
Council's SCADA Networks and Infrastructure, to 
ensure that our treatment plants and pump stations 
are operating reliably.

This role has the potential opportunity of transferring 
to a new entity under the affordable Water reform.

The salary range for this role is between $90,000 
and $100,000 per annum based on your relevant 
experience and competencies. 

To apply for these roles, please go to: 
www.haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz/Vacancies

Applications close 17 July 2023

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Incorporating Bronze Plaques NZ Ltd
Person  Extraordinaire

Wanted now
The memorial company (formerly Peninsula Memorials) are relocating to new 
premises at Kopu from 21st of August and looking to fill a new exciting role. 
You will be the goto Customer Service Administrator plus the Personal 
assistant to the busy Managing Director, ensuring orders are processed 
on time correctly and keeping the MD busy working on his well-established 
business with customers throughout N.Z.
You will be a special person with attention to detail, good at admin tasks, 
social media  and a bright personality and great organisation skills with PA 
desires for efficiency. This role could suit school hours and flexible working 
days could be 20-25 hours per week to suit. Tell us why you would be a great 
person extraordinaire for us. Send us an e-mail and your CV.

Chris   Fraser
Managing  Director
The Memorial Company
Bronze  Plaques  NZ
cf@pmthames.co.nz

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Trades & Services

Trades & Services

TILER
Quality workmanship. 
Currently available. 
Enquiries ph Rob 
 Ph 021 026 93064

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Wanted To Buy
Wanted

Plucked Possum 
Carcasses

Possum Fur MP & HP 
$100/Kg

Possum skins 
all sizes/colours

1st & 2nds, 
From $10 - $22 per skin

Ph:  07 579 9931 
Basically Bush Ltd

Rotary cyclone relief funds available
The Thames Rotary Club has funds avail-

able to donate to people or organisations 
who have been affected by the floods that 
followed Cyclone Gabrielle.

Thames Rotary has already distributed 
$8300 and expects to receive a further 
$7000 shortly, and it plans to allocate this 
before the end of June.

President Jacquie Mitchell said the club’s 
Rotary District, which encompasses most 
of the eastern side of the North Island, had 
been the beneficiary of overwhelming and 
heart-warming financial support from many 
generous clubs and individuals throughout 
New Zealand and even from Australia. 

“These funds are to be used to assist with 
recovery from the disastrous floods experi-
enced by the district,” she said.

“The Thames Club is the only Rotary Club 
on the peninsula, and we are aware that 
there are those further from Thames who 
need assistance. 

“We would like to hear from any individu-
al or group who is still experiencing cyclone 
related difficulties.”
DETAILS: Applications for funding, outlining 
what the money would be spent on, should be 
sent to the Thames Rotary Club, giving your 
contact details, at thames.rotary@gmail.com 
before Friday, June 30.

In Brief
KINDY POP UP SHOP
The Pop Op Shop, a benefit event for Thames 
Coast Community Kindergarten, will be host-
ed at the Thames Squash Club on July 1 at 
6pm. 

The Pop Up Shop is an opportunity for shop-
pers to buy quality second hand adult cloth-
ing and enjoy a fun evening out in Thames all 
while supporting Thames Coast Community 
Kindergarten’s fundraising efforts. Clothing 
is donated by locals, and this year designer 
fashion brands Twenty Seven Names, Citta, 
One Teaspoon, AS Colour, Recycle Boutique 
and Brixton have also come on board. These 
coveted items will be sold by silent auction.

“We are thrilled to be hosting this event 
again,” Thames Coast Community Kindergar-
ten chair Justina Lardner-Burke said.

“Last year the queue was out the door, the 
vibe was great and shoppers purchased some 
stunning clothing for bargain prices.This year 
builds on this experience and promises to be 
even better.

“This is an important event to support our 
Kindy fundraising efforts, so we really appre-
ciate everyone who has donated clothing and 
purchased their tickets to come along.”

In addition to clothing donated by our com-
munity, the kind has also secured sponsorship 
for some premium items, which will be auc-
tioned.
DETAILS: Tickets are $25 pre-sale and $30 
on the door and are redeemable in cloth-
ing. Pre purchase tickets: email kindy.pop.
up.opshop@gmail.com. Clothing prices 
range from $5 -$40, with select special items 
priced at a little more, sizes available are 
6-20. The event includes clothes for sale, 
cash bar, auction, raffles, a cash bar and EFT-
POS. 

FAR OUT FOLK CLUB RETURNS
The Far Out Folk Club is back after a break due 
to the closing of The Backroom in Thames. 
Founding member Dylan Lajunen said a new 
venue had been sourced for the monthly 
open mic, open stage event on the first Fri-
day of each month at Te Kura o Te Kaueranga 
- Thames South School Hall. 

“Our mission is to create a welcoming, sup-
portive space for performing artists and audi-
ences to come together. The stage is open to 
all kinds of performance artists - to the shar-
ing of stories, songs, dances, poems, humour 
and more.”

Artists of all skill levels were welcome, from 
absolute beginners to seasoned profession-
als, he said. “We also encourage those who 
are not performers to come along to listen 
and connect with other like minds. 

“A regular performance venue that is re-
laxed and low key but with a quality sound 
system and a receptive, appreciative audi-
ence is a really valuable platform for any per-
former.

“The several monthly sessions we have 
had so far have been rewarding for everyone 
who has been involved, and there are regular 
performers who will be really happy to return 
and practice the art of sharing their gifts with 
the world.”
DETAILS: The first session will be held at the 
hall at 7pm on July 7, $5 entry. For more de-
tails contact faroutfolkclub@gmail.com.

KIAIDO RYU MARKS 40 YEARS
Kiaido Ryu Martial Arts is having another 
huge get together in Thames on June 30 and 
July 1 for gradings as well as their annual mid-
year Ball.

This year they’re also celebrating a mile-
stone of 40 years since Lance and Ava Strong 
began their first Karate classes in Thames in 
1983. Over this 40-year period, Lance and 
Ava also developed twelve other Kiaido Ryu 
schools, now run by senior ranked instruc-
tors, with Thames Dojo being the ‘Hub’ for all 
the other Kiaido Ryu Martial Arts Dojo.

In Thames, 50 junior students and 40 sen-
ior students train year round every Tuesday 
and Thursday at the Jack McLean Community 
Recreation Centre. Lance said more than 140 
martial arts students and their supporters will 
attend the upcoming annual gradings.

“Students and Instructors will come from - 
Thames, Auckland, Tauranga, Katikati, Taupo, 
Hamilton, Bombay, Putaruru, Taupo, Hawera, 
and even from as far north as Kawakawa.

“They’ll all converge on Thames with the 
aim to grade for their next belt levels.”

Every year, Kiaido Ryu has two large grad-
ings: one in July, one in December, and at this 
time students and their supporters travel to 
Thames.  “Many stay over and make a week-
end of it, and also support the local hospital-
ity industry.”
DETAILS: Gradings will begin on Friday, June 
30, at 7pm with 10 people aiming to attain 
Black Belt 4, including Thames students. All 
other ranks gradings begin from 10am on 
July 1. There is no charge for members of 
the public, who are welcome to attend and 
watch any or all of the gradings.
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Strayed, 4 Jump the gun, 9 Scholar, 13Ante, 14 Flakes, 15 Rasher, 16 Partner,
18 Tun, 20 Prison term, 21 Illusion, 22 Gamut, 25 Bovine, 26 Scorch, 28Aftermath, 33 Prolific,
34 Pamper, 35 Blister, 39Aqueduct, 40 Morale, 41 Swap, 42 Noted, 43 Naked, 46 Straight as a
die, 53 Sewer, 56 Comic, 57Aria, 58Artery, 59 Motoring, 62 Faction, 63 Meteor, 64 Twilight, 67
Itinerary, 69 Convex, 70 Banana, 74 Satin, 75 Stubborn, 77 Vociferous, 81 Cur, 83 Boredom, 84
Native, 85Absent, 86 Cave, 87 Wastrel, 88 Relentless, 89 Remnant.

DOWN: 1 Sharp, 2 Retrieve, 3 Delete, 4 Joker, 5 Mast, 6 Tarnish, 7 Easily, 8 Users, 10 Coax, 11
Outcast, 12Avenue, 17 Downgraded, 19 Foyer, 23 Broccoli, 24Amble, 25 Bargain, 27 Cuff, 29
Freesia, 30 Plucks, 31Amoeba, 32 Recede, 34 Poach, 36 Shone, 37 Puck, 38 Taxi, 44Anorak,
45 Exist, 47 Tart, 48Amateur, 49 Graded, 50 Tutor, 51 Scrutiny, 52 Erotic, 53 Soothsayer, 54
Whim, 55 Regatta, 60 Coins, 61 Give, 65 Crate, 66 Panorama, 68 Trident, 69 Concept, 71
Pagoda, 72 Polite, 73 Dinner, 76 Blame, 78 Oasis, 79 Scent, 80 Cope, 82 Rage.

ACROSS
1 Take an oath (5)
4 Safely secured away
(5,4,3,3)
14 Sudden forceful
flow (5)
15 Room on ship (5)
16 Poet-folk singer (10)
17 Alcoholic drink (5)
19 Infection liquid (3)
20 Illness with spots
(7)
21 Graceful dancer (9)
22 Socially awkward
(6)
25 Weather instrument
(9)
27 Meat pin (6)
28 Argument (6)
33 Lies (10)
35 Night bird (3)
36 Profited (6)
37 Qualify (4)
39 Metal (3)
41 Germ (7)
42 Eastern temple (6)
43 Retinue (9)
44 Wanderer (5)
45 Equestrian event (8)
50 Mother (2)
51 Base for statue (8)
55 Fusillade (5)
58 Conveyance for
skiers (9)
59 Maintenance (6)
60 Corridor (7)
61 Impair (3)
63 Place in position (4)
64 Barter (6)
65 Short sleep (3)

66 Predecessor (10)
68 Time of most power,
popularity, vigour (6)
69 Fix (6)
71 Bolted to avoid
arrest (9)
76 Sewing thread (6)
77 Seasoned (9)
79 Make reference to
(7)
81 Mineral spring (3)
84 Surrendered up (5)
85 Insignificant (10)
86 Rudimentary (5)
87 Bedlam (5)
88 Whatever the
weather (4,4,2,5)
89 Brimless soft hat (5)
DOWN
2 Enervate (6)
3 Assumed name (5)
5 Standard (4)
6 Do like (7)
7 Legally answerable
(6)
8 Group of singers (5)
9 Organise (7)
10 Peace symbol bird
(4)
11 Neared (anag)(6)
12 Complaint (5)
13 Deep in thought (7)
14 Small soft suitcase
(7)
18 Fear and hatred of
foreigners (10)
23 Snake poison (5)
24 Went to bed (7)
26 Soaks up (7)
27 Sultan’s wife (7)

29 Stubbornly resolute
(7)
30 Sword (6)
31 Intestine part (5)
32 Spirit, courage (6)
34 Joint line (4)
36 Garden figure (5)
38 Shoplift (5)
40 Fool (4)
45 Wharf area (5)
46 In a precise manner
(7)
47 Convinced (4)
48 Musical instrument
(6)
49 Hold responsible (5)
50 One at a funeral (7)
52 Exact lookalike (4,6)
53 Hush (7)
54 Flowering shrub (6)
55 Reel (7)
56 Misses out (5)
57 Cow flesh for eating
(4)
62 Sunken vessel (5)
67 Strategy (7)
68 Church cushion (7)
70 The capital of US’s
Georgia (7)
72 Stain (7)
73 Black magic (6)
74 Subordinate (6)
75 Submissive,
compliant (6)
76 Waterway (5)
78 Animal products
abstainer (5)
80 Commerce (5)
82 Chopping tool (4)
83 Open pastry (4)

 SUDOKU               106

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                126

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $2750 incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa,
Ngatea $3045 incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz 
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF

OUR PRE-OWNED PICKS

$19,990

2007 Mitsubishi
Pajero SWB 3 Door
Automatic

$28,990

2021 Suzuki Vitara
Turbo 2WD
Automatic

$27,990

2020 Suzuki Vitara
Turbo AWD
Automatic

$25,990

2018 Ford Escape
Diesel
Automatic

$23,990

2018 Suzuki S-Cross
Prestige Turbo
Automatic

$29,990

2022 Suzuki Vitara
Turbo AWD

2022 Suzuki Vitara
Turbo AWD

Automatic Automatic

$29,990 $35,990

2022 Suzuki S-Cross
JLX Turbo
Automatic

$23,990

2021 Suzuki Swift
Sport Turbo
Manual

Finance Me Finance Me Finance Me Finance Me Finance Me

Finance MeFinance MeFinance MeFinance Me
$26,990

2017 Nissan Qashqai
TI

Finance Me

Automatic

Demo special!

Hi there! My name is Kirsten
Anderson, and I am a real
estate sale associate in the Te
Kauwhata and surrounding
areas. Coming from a small
farming town for most of my
life, I have a love for being a
part of a community. This love
was my motivation for moving
to Te Kauwhata, after living in
Hamilton for a few years.

I value the community spirit where locals help locals.
In my spare time you will find me at the local squash
club, the creativehub running photographyworkshops
for youth, at the netball courts, as well as networking
and supporting a local business group. As a mother of
2 girls, my values in life are built on trust and honesty.
You can trust that I will always be honest and support
you every step of the way! When you work with me, I
work for you, so we can problem solve together to get
you where you want to be.
I bring withme a can-do attitude with a strong farming
work ethic; I will go out of my way to make sure that
every client I work with has the best experience
possible.
Any of her listings can be found at remaxapex.co.nz
or contact her on 022 0877 354 for a comprehensive
market appraisal.

Kirsten Anderson

RE/MAX APEX
5B Main Road
Te Kauwhata.

kirstenanderson@remax.co.nz
www.remaxapex.co.nz

Kirsten’s Featured Properties

$810,000
• less than 12 months old
• 4 bed, 2 bath
• quiet cul-de-sac

$1,010,000
• 4 bed, 2 bath
• fully fenced
• secure, alarmed, zoned for Pokeno school

26 Cabernet Court, Te Kauwhata 23 Wingfield Road, Pokeno

SOLD


