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$3.7m funding boost for storm-damaged Rail Trail, P2

Volunteers step upVolunteers step up

Selwyn Cook and Lesley Lewis are volunteers for Hospice Waikato and say that giving back has done them a world of good.         Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A “feather in the wind”, Lesley 
Lewis is following the path 

being paved for her by Hospice 
Waikato. 

The Waihī woman and 
budding writer started 
volunteering for the charitable 
trust in April, and said that 
thanks to the people she’s met 
along the way, her dynamic self 
is starting to make a comeback. 

“I used to be a dynamo,” she 
told The Profile, “but my stuffing 
has been taken out of me. I’m 
just starting to stuff myself back 
up and hopefully the dynamo 
will come back again one day.” 

Lesley said her initial 
impression of hospice care in 
New Zealand was that it just 
existed to give patients “a quick 
and painless end”, but her mind 
was opened after meeting a 
fellow volunteer. The man who 
changed Lesley’s perception 
was Hamilton-based Selwyn 
Cook, who has been a volunteer 
with Hospice since he lost his 
first wife to cancer.

He’s at the in-patient unit 
every Wednesday evening, 
carting around the liquor trolley 
and telling dad jokes. 

“When I went in with my wife 

who was in the last stages of her 
life, I expected this sad, ‘death’s-
waiting’ room, and it was the 
opposite. It was upbeat, it was 

happy, and my wife’s wellness 
just improved within hours. 

“They have an absolute focus 
on patients living life to the 

utmost,” he said. 
“I was absolutely drawn to 

that in-patient unit, and I want 
to volunteer until the day I can’t 

anymore.” 
Lesley and Selwyn met 

through Selwyn’s work in Waihī.

Waihī volunteer doing well by doing good

CONTINUED ON P2
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The Hauraki Rail Trail has secured a total of 
$3.7m in government and council funding 

to repair and upgrade the cycle network after 
damage suffered in recent storms.

Last week it was announced that the Minis-
try of Business, Innovation and Employment 
will contribute just over $2m towards the pro-
ject. This was matched by joint funding from 
Thames-Coromandel, Hauraki, and Matama-
ta-Piako District Councils, which will contrib-
ute to the three-year repair project.

The trail suffered severe damage to its sur-
face and stability in this year’s summer storms, 
with the funding ensuring its recovery and re-
silience.

Tourism Minister Peeni Henare made the 
announcement about the funding in Matamata 
last Thursday.

“I am grateful for the support we have from 
our three district councils and central govern-
ment in working with us to resolve the funding 
hole we were facing after the storms,” Hauraki 
Rail Trail chief executive Diane Drummond 
said.

“This community asset is of such great im-
portance to our local community, providing 
both strong economic and health benefits. To 
see it on its knees in February, was very sad. 
With our borders now open again, we need to 
dust off the dirt and get on with the mahi now.”

Diane said the works programme would take 
another 18 months to complete, such was the 
scale of the damage.

Minor works are already underway through-
out the network, with the project due for com-
pletion in 2025.

The major repairs included in the project in-
clude: rehabilitation on the trail from Kaiaua to 
Rays Rest, relocating the track away from the 
unstable northern end of Rays Rest; putting 
in a bypass of the ongoing Waikato Regional 

CONTINUED FROM P1$3.7m joint funding 
boost for Rail Trail

As a disability employment facilitator, he 
asked Lesley if she would consider volunteering 
- because while there are 650 volunteers for 
Hospice in the Waikato, there is a shortage of 
helpers from Hauraki.

Lesley has since become a companion to a 
woman in Waihi and a ‘my life, my story’ writer 
for the charitable trust. 

“[My companion] is doing as much for me as 
I’m doing for her,” she said. 

“She’s helping me learn how to have more 
confidence. I’ve lost all my guts and I’m starting 
to find them again, so if I can help people, the 
flip-side is that they help me.” 

Composing life stories for patients is also a 
win-win for Lesley, who has ambitions to be a 
writer.

The service’s aim is to record the stories 
of patients in their own words, preparing a 
finalised bound transcript for the family to 
keep.

“I’m a feather in the wind and I’m just going 
with the flow with this,” Lesley said. 

“It is leading me down a path and there’s got 
to be a reason for that.” 

Hospice Waikato’s manager of volunteer 
services Karen Mansfield said anyone affected 
by a terminal illness and in need of specialist 
palliative care may be referred to hospice. 

“Our patients and their whānau are 
supported by our team of specialist palliative 
medicine doctors, nurses, counsellors, and 
social workers - as well as volunteers like 
Lesley.

“The majority of our patients are cared for 
in their own homes and to do this we need 
support from the community.” 

Hospice Waikato is currently looking for 
volunteers who are able to give a couple of 
hours a week to be a companion or visitor for 
a patient, or to sit down with a patient while a 
carer attends to other errands. 
DETAILS: If you would like to volunteer, please con-
tact Karen on 021 769 475, or to enquire about lo-
cal hospice services, contact 0800 HOSPICE (0800 
4677 423).

Council stopbank works and then relaying the 
trail; resurfacing and bridge repairs between 
Thames and Hikutaia; extensive works between 
Paeroa and Waihī to stabilise and resurface the 
trail, and surface and slump repairs between 
Paeroa and Te Aroha.

Strong support for the repair project reflected 
the contribution the 160km Hauraki Rail Trail 
made to the surrounding regions, Diane said.

The trail is used by 115,000 people each year, 
many of whom are tourists.

Recent research showed that the trail had a 
high return on investment, with visitor spend, 
business development, job creation and positive 
health outcomes credited in its contribution to 
the area. 

They Hauraki Rail Trail was badly damaged during 
storms earlier this year. Photo: SUPPLIED

CELEBRATING LOCAL VOLUNTEERS, P8-9
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Create the Vibe survey ‘too hard to find’
Concerns have been raised over 

the handling of a survey that 
will help decide the future of the 
Create the Vibe on Mary St.

The pedestrian space was set 
up by Thames-Coromandel Dis-
trict Council and Waka Kotahi 
NZ Transport Agency in March, 
2021, to create a space for people 
to gather, and since its opening, 
Mary St has been closed to vehi-
cles near the Pollen St intersec-
tion.

The project, which initially cost 
around $355,000 and was named 
Best Street at the 2022 Keep New 
Zealand Beautiful Awards, was 
initially established as a 12-month 
trial. However, this was extended 
for another year to enable the 
council to grasp how the space 
operated over a full summer peri-
od without Covid-19 restrictions. 

The council launched an online 
survey on June 12 for the Thames 
Community Board to seek feed-
back to ultimately determine its 
next steps. Council said it also 
planned to visit the Create the 
Vibe space to interview users be-
fore the survey closed on June 25.

However, Thames resident 
Sheryl McConnell, who presented 
a 640-signature petition to the 
board last year calling for Mary St 
to reopen to traffic, told The Pro-
file she believed the recent survey 
was “underhanded”.

“My view is that it’s far too hard 
for Thames people to find… it’s 
attached to an email from TCDC 
where I get weekly updates about 
what’s happening, and you scroll 

all the way down and it’s quite 
buried,” she said.

“In the Local Government Act 
[2002], it says persons who wish 
to have their views on the decision 
or matter considered by the local 
authority should be provided by 
that local authority with a reason-
able opportunity to present the 
views.

“If [the community board] are 
making a decision and it’s in-
fluenced by the survey, then it 
sounds like consultation with peo-
ple who want to have their views 
considered, might not find an on-

line survey appropriate to their 
preferences and needs.”

Sheryl also believed the council 
had also not given an appropriate 
timeframe for residents to com-
plete the survey.

“I just don’t know how in the 
very short time that we’ve got to 
do this, people are going to be able 
to get it done,” she said.

“In the Local Government Act 
[2002]... it’s got to be in a fairly 
clear and reasonable timeframe.”

Sheryl believed the survey 
should be open for one month in-
stead of 14 days.

A Thames retailer on Pollen 
St, who wished to remain anony-
mous, said she also thought the 
timeframe for the survey was too 
short and was concerned it hadn’t 
been advertised adequately.

She opposed the Create the Vibe 
space, she said.

“I liken [The Vibe] to what’s 
happened now at the Kōpū-Hikuai 
where the natural flow of the traf-
fic has been diverted, and that has 
affected us,” she said.

“[The Vibe] has done the same 
thing, it has divided Pollen St and 
Grahamstown and that’s why I 

Mary St has been closed to vehicles since the Create the Vibe space opened in March, 2021.         Photo: GORDON PREECE

think it needs to go.”
Council infrastructure project 

delivery manager Andrew Boden 
said he believed two weeks was an 
“appropriate” timeframe for the 
survey.

“For the last 12 months, our 
website has kept the community 
informed that community en-
gagement would be undertaken 
around this time,” he said.

“Two weeks is appropriate 
given that we have been clear on 
the timeline since the trial was ex-
tended in June, 2022.”

Mr Boden said council had ad-
vertised the survey “widely”, in-
cluding in its weekly newsletter, 
on social media, and as part of an 
advertisement in The Valley Pro-
file on June 21 for those who were 
not online.

He said council also planned 
to have researchers at the space 
on June 15, June 16 and June 24 
to engage with pedestrians, and 
the Thames Library was open for 
residents to complete the survey 
online with assistance from li-
brary staff. “Our elected members 
are also promoting the survey, 
including when they interact with 
the public at the Thames weekly 
market,” he said. “The survey 
link was emailed on [June 9] to 
community groups identified by 
the Community Board including 
emergency services, Police, St 
John, Thames Business Associa-
tion and community groups that 
have previously booked the con-
tainer or the Vibe space.”
DETAILS: Create the Vibe survey will 
be available online at: www.tcdc.
govt.nz until June 25.

By GORDON PREECE
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Every day matters at Hauraki Plains College!
These students were rewarded with a Food Truck voucher.

NZ has set this goal: By 2024, 70% of students will attend
90% of the time. 90% is called regular, this means missing 1 day
every fortnight. At Hauraki Plains College, our Term 1 regular
attendance rate was 66.6% - very close to the 2024 target.

In fact, our 2022 attendance data was higher than the average
of Waikato schools in Year 9-11.

We are very proud of the 100 students who attended 100% of Term 1.

Education
HPC venturers prepared for jamboree
Three Hauraki Plains Col-

lege students will don their 
scouting uniform to represent 
New Zealand at the World Scout 
Jamboree in South Korea next 
month. 

The jamboree, which will take 
place around three hours south-
west of Seoul at Saemangeum, 
will be attended by around 
54,000 international scouting 
associates.

Cayden de Graaf, Hamish Pat-
erson, and Thomas Brown will 
be three of 94 members of the 
New Zealand contingent attend-
ing the triannual event.

Year 11 student Cayden told 
The Profile the jamboree would 
be a “trip of a lifetime” for him 
and his fellow Clevedon Scout 
Group venturers.

“It’s not everyday you go to 
South Korea for a month,” he 
said.

“We’re a bunch of mates who 
are going overseas for a month 
and we just want to have that 
opportunity to learn as much as 
possible and explore other peo-
ple’s cultures.

“It basically allows us to go 
over there and have the ability 
to enjoy as much time as possi-
ble and not have to worry about 
school but we will come back 
and definitely catch up on as 
much as possible.”

A venturer is the fourth rank 
in Scouts.

Cayden said he, along with 
Thomas and Hamish, first got a 
taste of jamboree life at the New 
Zealand Scout Jamboree at Mys-
tery Creek Events Centre, near 
Hamilton, in 2019.

“That was one where there 
were mostly New Zealanders, 
but there were some overseas 
contingents who came over and 
we all had some of the best times 

of our lives, they had all these 
activities and we learned heaps,” 
he said. 

“We got offered to do the next 
one overseas, we all sat down 
and decided that we can’t miss 
an opportunity like that.”

The venturers said their trip 
would include visiting temples, 
amusement parks, the demili-
tarised zone at the South and 

North Korean border, and meet-
ing New Zealand troops de-
ployed to South Korea. 

They had spent every second 
weekend for the past two years to 
fundraise $9000 for their travels 
by selling samosas, collecting ex-
pired food from supermarkets to 
be turned into animal food, and 
catering at a Clevedon A&P show 
and a Kawakawa Bay wedding.

Year 11 student Thomas said 
they travel to South Korea on 
July 24 and fly back on August 13 
where they will reinvest in school 
work.

“My dad printed off three let-
ters for us and it’s from the actu-
al world scout jamboree people 
and it says ‘please don’t let these 
venturers do homework during 
this period’,” he said.

Thomas Brown, left, Hamish Paterson and Cayden de Graaf will jet to South Korea for the World Scout Jamboree in late July.       Photo: SUPPLIED

By GORDON PREECE
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Ngātea nurse pulses four decades
Community support has been 

the best medicine in Pauline 
Olesen’s 40-year nursing career 
in Ngātea.

The 71-year-old practice nurse 
at Health Ngātea told The Profile 
she felt “proud” to have worn a 
stethoscope and provide vaccina-
tions, wound care, and medical 
advice to thousands of patients. 

“It’s hard to believe really that 
this much time has gone by, but I 
feel quite proud that I’m still here 
and I’m very proud of our prac-
tice,” she said.

“I’ve got wonderful manage-
ment and in the 40 years I’ve 
been here I’ve had fantastic 
bosses who are very considerate 
towards the nurses’ needs.

“The crux of the matter really 
is helping people… being a big 
part of our community and hav-
ing familiarity with the people in 
Ngātea and the surrounding dis-
tricts.” 

Pauline said she scrubbed up 
the courage for a nursing shot as 
a teenager.

“I was brought up on a farm [in 
Ruawaro, west of Huntly] and 
animal husbandry was quite a 
big thing. I don’t know whether 
that persuaded me but [nursing] 
was something that I was keen to 
do,” she said. 

“In those days when I was a 
young teenager, there were lim-
ited choices, you were either a 
nurse or a teacher, or worked at 
the bank or in retail, and nursing 

Pauline Olesen says she feels “proud” to serve as a nurse in Ngatea for 40 years.                              Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

appealed to me.
“It helped that I had a friend 

who was going to nursing school 
as well.”

Pauline said she first donned 
her scrubs at Thames Hospital for 
her nursing training in 1969 as a 
17-year-old.

“It was all hospital based in 
those days and we did block 

courses at school for three weeks 
every three months and we would 
spend that time in the nursing 
school,” she said.

“The rest of the time we were 
part of the workforce in the wards 
as junior nurses.”

Pauline said she worked in the 
profession at Thames Hospital 
for two years after she graduated 

in 1972 before hanging up her 
stethoscope for nine years to raise 
her children.

She stitched back her career in 
1983 at Health Ngātea where she 
has practiced ever since. 

“Forty years ago in practice 
nursing, nurses were probably 
pretty much the doctors assis-
tants, but today nurses have got 

the skills to work to the top of our 
professional scope.”

Pauline said she’s not planning 
on hanging up her stethoscope 
anytime soon. 

“While I’m still fit and able and 
enjoying the job, I’ll keep on until 
I don’t want to do it anymore, be-
cause I’m here, because I want to 
be here.”
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Tiakina a Papa! Mimiti te Para!

Available from 1 September 2023

Going in
• Only one vehicle on the weighbridge at a time.
• Drive up to the sign in screen. Make sure you’re up

close, trucks have a high up option.
• Confirm your vehicle registration details (enter

manually if wrong).
• Swipe your Eftpos or credit card to continue – no

payment taken yet.
• Select your individual item or rubbish option.

Tyres, car bodies, gas bottles and paint are heavy
and charged per item not by weight.We will cover
this more in the next NoTime toWaste advertisement.

• Enter the site when the boom gate opens.

Going out
• Drive onto the weighbridge (remember one

vehicle at a time).
• Confirm your car registration.
• Pay by Eftpos or credit card – follow the payment

prompts on screen.
• Payment is paperless, for a receipt, take a photo

of the payment confirmation screen.
• Drive offwhen the boom lifts.

We’re installing two new weighbridges at the
Paeroa RefuseTransfer Station, and at the same
time, updating the payment system to new
contactless technology fromATRAX.

With two weighbridges, your vehicle is weighed
as you go in and as you go out.You pay for the
difference in weight, based on what type of
rubbish you’ve dropped off.

Weighing in on changes
at the Paeroa RefuseTransfer Station

New operating hours at
RefuseTransfer Stations
from 1 September 2023
The Paeroa andWaihīTransfer Stations will
be open from 9.00am – 5.00pm,Wednesday
to Sunday. Closed onMondays andTuesdays
and all public holidays.

From 1 September, we’ll also open a new
Recycling andGreenWaste Collection
Centre for the Plains at River Road, Ngātea.
We’ll determine the operating hours closer
to the time and advertise themwidely.

Are you a bach owner or have mobility issues?
Youmay be interested in our new kerbside assist service
available from 1 September 2023.

Bach or absent owners can register for a Put Back My Bins
service for all bins (landfill, recycling, glass and food scraps) at
a cost of $30.00 per house per year in addition to the targeted
rate.The bins must be placed at kerbside and after collection,
will be placed by our contractor inside the property boundary.

If you have mobility issues, you can register for an Assisted
Kerbside Service for all bins (landfill, recycling, glass and food
scraps) at a cost of $60.00 per year in addition to the targeted
rate.The contractor will fetch the bins off the property and
return them to the same place.

Interested?
Contact our friendly customer services team on 0800 734 834
(free call in district) or 07 862 8609 to register your interest.

Put My Bins Back service

Hauraki District Council www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz P 0800 734 834 (within the district) or 07 862 8609 E info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz

First lighten your load by
stopping off at the Hauraki
Reuse and Repair Centre
to drop off anything that
can be resold, repaired or

repurposed.

Next, drop off any recycling
(that’s free) before going to

the weigh bridge.

You’ll still need to attach an $8 lime green Pay AsYouThrow
tag to your landfill bin each time you put it out for collection.
You’ll be able to buy the tags from our council service centres
and local retailers fromAugust 2023.

Keep up to date with the new kerbside collection service
starting on 1 September at www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/rubbish-

recycling/kerbside-collections-new

The new Paeroa weighbridges will be operational by July 2023

The current weighbridge
in Paeroa will be moved

to theWaihīTransfer
Station.There are some
logistics to sort out but

we’re hopeful of installing
it by the end of 2023.

Here’s how it works

Please remain in your car at all times while processing
your transaction. For assistance at any time, push the
intercom button.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2020 Hyundai Kona
2.0Lt Auto, 30km, As New

ARRIVING
2000 Toyota Celica

1.8Lt Auto, Low Kms, Excel Condition
BUY A CLASSIC

$9,990

2009 Nissan X-Trail
4WD, Auto, NZ New, T-Bar

$9,990

2015 Ssangyong Korando
2.0Lt Auto, Low Kms, Top Condition

$13,990

2012 Opal Astra GTC Coupe
Turbo, 6spd Manual,
SPECIAL CAR

$10,990

2016 Holden Cruze
1.8Ltr Auto, NZ New, Top Value

$11,990

2013 BMW XI
Supurb Condition

JUST
$11,990

2018 Honda Jazz RS
6 Speed Manual, NZ New, Low 65kms

$16,990
SPECIAL

A colourful array of runners and walkers make a start from Paeroa Domain.      Photos: TALLIS AUSTEN

Organisers Grier Buchanan and Jamie Lee Owen, right, award the best 
dressed prize to Miriama moka and Anahera Fenton.

Barry Williams enjoys the run.

Entrants dress up for the event.

Running for 
mental health
Paeroa College’s Run For 

A Reason event at Paeroa 
Domain on June 11 was a huge 
success. 

The purpose of the run was 
to raise money for the mental 
health charity, I Am Hope. 

The event was organised 
by student leaders Jamie-Lee 
Owen and Grier Buchanan to 
“start a conversation about 
mental health and bring the 
community together to show 

anyone who may be struggling 
that they are not alone”. 

Around 200 students and 
community members took part 
to walk or run the four kilome-
tre course from the domain to 
the Hauraki Rail Trail around 
the college.

Nearly $2000 was raised for 
the charity through participa-
tion fees and donations. 

Organisers were thrilled with 
the turnout and said it was 
“really amazing to see every-
one band together and get out 
there”.

Grace Burton, left, Mikaela Bradey, Hamish Buchanan, Mikayla McArthur 
and Hayley Harris make their way around the course.

By TALLIS AUSTEN, Paeroa 
College Student
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Volunteers are vital to the work that we do.
We have a pool of volunteers who regularly visit socially
isolated older people throughout the Hauraki Coromandel.

If you’d like to help out for an hour a week,
please contact us.

T: 07 868 9790 E: info@achc.org.nz
W: https://www.achc.org.nz/

ABIG SHOUTOUT fromAgeConcernHauraki
Coromandel to our fabulous volunteers for
the work that they do visiting and supporting
seniors in our local communities.

THANK YOU

National Volunteer Week is 18-24 Junee and we’re
celebrating all the knowledge, skill andd time our
volunteers give to Hospice Waikato. Thhe hundreds of
people who volunteer for no financial reward allow
Hospice to enhance our patients’ livess in many ways.

“Our volunteers represent all ages, beliefs and
nationalities and are a wonderful exammple of good
people within our community giving bback,”
says Hospice Volunteer Manager Karen Mansfield.

Hospice would like to take this opportunity to thank
each and every volunteer. You are superstars in our eyes!

If you would like to learn more aboutt volunteering
on a regular basis, contact Karen Maansfield on
07 859 1260 or email Karen@hospiceewaikato.org.nz

Thank you!

Thames Museum
Te Whare Taonga o te

Kauaeranga
Showcasing our town’s

social history.
Join our volunteer

teams front-of-house or
behind-the-scenes.

Mon-Sat, 10am-1pm
Pop in cnr Pollen and
Cochrane Streets

Or phone 07 868 8509

Thames Coast Kiwi Care thanks our
wonderful volunteers who give
4000+ hours each year. Trappers
check 850 traps over 115km of
traplines every 2 weeks, our

committee oversees the project
supported by our kaumatua,

volunteers run annual kiwi surveys,
stalls, manage donation boxes,

provide photography and
maintain our website.

Outstanding commitment &
support have brought kiwi back
from the brink of extinction

in Te Mātā & Tapu.
A heartfelt thanks to everyone.
Go to thamescoastkiwicare.org

Celebrating volunteersCelebrating volunteers
New campaign launched 
to celebrate volunteers
The efforts of Kiwi volunteers will 

be recognised during a special 
Big Shout Out, a new campaign for 
June that encourages everyone to 
give a shout-out to volunteers.

Minister for the Community and 
Voluntary Sector Priyanca Rad-
hakrishnan launched the campaign 
ahead of National Volunteer Week 
on June 18 - 24.

Kiwis were encouraged to “shout 
out” their local volunteers, either 
in person or via social media, she 
said.

“We all know people who gener-
ously give their time, energy and 
expertise to causes they believe 
in. The Big Shout Out will be about 
recognising and thanking those 
volunteers doing what may some-
times seem like thankless tasks.”

Volunteers were the backbone 
of our society, she said.

“For example, 90 per cent of our 
community organisations are en-
tirely volunteer run. 

“We know that around 50 per 
cent of Kiwis volunteer in some 
way, shape or form. Their efforts 
can range from being first respond-
ers in emergencies, working to 
conserve the environment, or to 
support individuals and families 
who are struggling.”

The severe weather events at 
the beginning of this year saw the 
best of volunteering at the front 
line, she said. 

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Hospice services hold immense importance in the realm of end-of-life care. These services 
provide essential support for individuals who have been diagnosed with a life-limiting illness, 
and for their families and whaanau. With a focus on holistic care, hospice teams consisting 
of skilled professionals provide wrap around care to address pain management and symptom 
control, and to provide emotional and spiritual support. Volunteers give up their time to support 
this care, offering companionship and respite care.  By managing pain, alleviating symptoms, and 
addressing unique needs, hospice services improve the quality of life for patients. Society as a 
whole benefits from hospice services.  By promoting patient-centered care, hospice care strikes 
a balance between compassion and practicality. It empowers individuals to make informed 
decisions, supported by their loved ones. In a world where living well is such a focus, Hospice 
services remind us of the importance of dying well. It offers solace, support, and comfort when it 
matters most. Let us acknowledge and appreciate the vital role hospice services play in enabling 
patients and their families to live every moment.

“National Volunteer Week 2023 
will be a time we can reflect on 
these efforts and the role they play 
to strengthen our communities.”

The Big Shout Out was an excel-
lent opportunity to show how 
much we valued our volunteers, 
she said.

“I hope everyone will play a part 
in giving volunteers a right royal 
shout out this year.”

Te Wiki Tūao ā-Motu – National 
Volunteer Week honours the col-
lective energies and mana of vol-
unteers in Aotearoa, who grow our 
people, open minds, open hearts 
and create joy.

Tūao Aotearoa Volunteering 
New Zealand leads this national 
event, which runs from June 
18–24. This year’s theme is He wā 
pīataata – time to shine.
DETAILS: More info online at: na-
tionalvolunteerweek.nz.

Volunteering makes a difference
New Zealand volunteering data insights us-
ing information from Statistics New Zea-
land’s latest quarterly Labour Market Sta-
tistics show approximately 21.5 per cent of 
New Zealanders undertake volunteer work. 

The value of formal volunteering is esti-
mated at $4 billion per annum.

New Zealanders contribute a total of 
around 159 million hours of formal volun-
teer labour each year. 

11.8 per cent of people undertake infor-
mal volunteering work, contributing a total 
of 7.8 million hours of volunteer labour per 
year to these figures.

Rates of volunteering for those who are 
employed are higher than those who are un-
employed or not in the labour market. The 
exception is those over 65 years old, where 

the rate of volunteering for those not in the 
labour market is higher than those who are 
employed. This is because the proportion 
of over 65 who are not in the labour mar-
ket may be higher than those who are em-
ployed. 

People from European and Māori eth-
nic groups are the two ethnic groups most 
likely to volunteer, while Middle Eastern, 
Latin American and African and Asian are 
the least likely by volunteer percentage rate. 
This shows the ongoing challenge of making 
the volunteering landscape more inclusive 
to widen the types of people who engage in 
volunteer work.

Those in professional occupations are 
more likely to volunteer than those in non-
professional occupations: 23 per cent of pro-
fessionals and managers, versus 16 per cent 
of labourers and machinery operators.

VOLUNTEERING STATS
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Many thanks to the Volunteers who bring
the stories and history of the Victoria
Battery Site alive for visitors to enjoy and
learn about the significant part that this
site in Waikino played in the processing
of quartz to find the gold that was hidden
from sight.

The stories of the
Victoria Battery Site are
incredibly special and
unique so preserving
them for years to come
is critical. The Society
invests a lot of time in
the Site which means visitors can
discover the site in a way that suits them
– they can explore our Museum, jump on
board our tram which weaves throughout
the Site or head on underground to get a
truly one of a kind experience.

To make this happen we need to have
more Volunteers who are ready to learn
about the history, learn to drive a tram,
take people on a tour under ground and in
general meet interesting people from New
Zealand and around the world.

If you’re interested
in helping out,
come out to the
Site on a Saturday

or Sunday between
10.00am and 1.00pm

and make your self known to the
Volunteers at the Museum, or check
out the VolunteeringWaikato website:
volunteeringwaikato.org.nz.

nto
itors can

I

10.0

*Haato Hone St John does not provide Ambulance Services inWellington orWairarapa regions.
Not all services are provided in all communities.

1,550
Store volunteers

83
Chaplains

2,521
Clinical volunteers

752
local Area Committee

volunteers

798
Youth leaders

86
Peer Support volunteers

403
Therapy Pets volunteers

11
Order Matters volunteers

576
Caring Caller
volunteers

784
Health Shuttle volunteers

630
Friends of the Emergency

Department, Hospital Friends
and Community Carers

68
Governance volunteers

TTThank you to ouuuurrrr
ovvveeer 8,000HHHaaatoHHHHHHHoooooneee
St JJJohnVollluuunteeeeers

Time to Shine!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Do you want to make a difference in people’s
lives? We provide free information, advice and
support to anyone who needs it.
If you’re a good listener, willing to learn,
confident using a computer and like the idea of
doing a bit of research to help people find the
information they need, then you are a potential
CAB volunteer.
We provide our volunteers with training and the
tools and ongoing support necessary to provide
our service.
For more information contact your local CAB
(located in the Information Centre Bldg)
101 Normanby Road, Paeroa
Open: Tues,Thurs and Friday 10am - 1pm
Phone: 07 863 7640 or 021 318 946
Email: hauraki@cab.org.nz

Citttiiizens AAAdddviiice BBBureau HHHauraki
“ALL OUR DREAMS CAN COME TRUE, IF WE HAVE THE COURAGE TO PURSUE

THEM.”WALT DISNEY

We all have dreams – that is what motivates us to keep going and not give up. Most of us
care about an issue where we�d like to see change for the better – and that is the
number one reason why people become volunteers. Volunteers are crucial to the fabric
of our society. In every corner of our towns and cities we can find volunteers – from
sports fields and gullies to foodbanks and hospitals. Volunteers are leading the way on
equity, sustainability, cultural, health, climate, and social justice issues – chasing those
dreams of making something better. The richness, generosity, diversity, and cultural
contribution of volunteers is massive, but often unacknowledged and sometimes taken
for granted - so giving volunteers their time to shine is vital.

Te Wiki Tūao ā-Motu - National Volunteer Week 2023 honours the collective energies
and mana of volunteers in Aotearoa. This year�s theme - �Time to Shine – He wā
pīataata�, gives us the opportunity to acknowledge and highlight the game changing
contribution volunteers are making. Volunteers are the biggest workforce in Aotearoa
New Zealand – let�s celebrate and honour them this week.

Volunteering Waikato also recognise the following nominees from Paeroa, Te Aroha,
Thames and Waihii for the 2023 Volunteer Excellence Awards, to be held on Thursday 22
June in Hamilton:

� Robert Bailey, individual category,
nominated by the Order of St John

� George Capper, long service category,
nominated by the Victoria Battery
Tramway Society

� Front & Back of House – Thames
Museum, team category, nominated by
Thames Museum

� Thames Meals on Wheels, team
category, nominated by Te Whatu Ora – Health NZ - Waikato

� St Johns Thames and Paeroa Health Shu�le, team category, nominated by Hato Hone St John
(pictured)

� Te Aroha & District RDA Volunteers, team category, nominated by Te Aroha & District RDA
Committee

� Caitlin Harris, youth category, nominated by St Johns Paeroa Store

By Chris Atkinson, Regional Advisor, Volunteering Waikato - Te Ohu Tuuao OWaikato

www.volunteeringwaikato.org.nz

CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIINNGG
VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERRSS IINN
OOUURR CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY

Celebrating volunteersCelebrating volunteers
Help out at the museum
Thames Museum Te Whare 

Taonga o te Kauaeranga col-
lects, safeguards and displays 
our district’s social history, from 
Hikutaia to Waikawau and from 
the earliest settlement by tangata 
whenua in the 12-1300s through 
to the goldrush in the late-1800s 
and on into the early 1970s.

The museum is run entirely by 
volunteers, who look after admin-
istration, care of artefacts, organ-
ising displays and front-of-house 
welcoming and interacting with 
visitors. To volunteer, you don’t 
need to be an expert on the dis-
trict’s history. All it needs is for 
you to be passionate about our 
amazing heritage and be keen to 

preserve and share it with others. 
You can make a difference to the 
museum’s wellbeing with just one 
half day a month. 

Full training is given and we look 
after our volunteers with morning 
teas and get togethers.

Volunteering is good for the 
museum and it’s good for you too. 
You get to meet like-minded peo-
ple and have the real feel-good 
of knowing you are helping the 
museum thrive and stay open six 
days a week all year round. Vol-
unteering also looks good on your 
CV. Interested? We would love to 
welcome you to our team. Pop in 
or phone 07 868 8509.

- Supplied by Thames Museum

Hato Hone St John celebrated 
a number of its staff and 

volunteers on Saturday with an 
investiture service, welcoming 
them into the Order of St John. 

Ten of those acknowledged 
were from the Hauraki and Coro-
mandel districts, with one recog-
nised as a commander, three pro-
moted to officer, and six admitted 
as members. 

Their admittance into the Or-
der was due to their exceptional 
efforts and services to the com-
munity and St John. 

The Order of St John has its 
roots in a 900-year-old hospital 
in Jerusalem, and has been estab-
lished in New Zealand since 1885. 

The charitable organisation 
runs all of the ambulance ser-
vices in New Zealand with the 
exception of Wellington Free Am-
bulance. It also has a number of 

health-related functions within 
the community, including running 
op shops, hospital transporta-
tion services, providing first aid at 
events, visiting people in hospital, 
calling vulnerable members of so-
ciety, providing first aid courses 
and community defibrillators, 
and running a number of youth 
and community programmes. 

Thames Museum volunteers.        Photo: SUPPLIED

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Michael Earl, left, Peter Young, Helen Appleby, Roseanne Shaw, Shane Deverill, John Armitt, Sheila Cummings, Bren-
da Reid, Harvey Till and Rachel Ross.                    Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

St John members recognised
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Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd

FIELD DAYS DEALS

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW

NEW

$8,995 inc gst

NEW

$4,695 inc gst

XRM125
STEP THRU,
ELECTRIC
START,
FUEL INJECTED,
FARM KITTED
2-WHEEL BIKE

XR 250F
FUEL INJECTED,

ELECTRIC
START

NEW
XR 150
ELECTRIC START
2-WHEEL FARM
BIKE

XR190
FUEL INJECTED,

ELECTRIC START,
DDDOUBLE CARRIERS,
DOUBLE STANDS,

FFFRONT DISC BRAKE

*Valid Till the End Of June 2023
*SPECIAL CONDITIONS APPLY

$6,034 inc gst

$4,639 inc gst

SAVE
$300

SAVE
$300

SAVE
$400

SAVE
$750

myfeed.co.nz | Brettp@myfeed.co.nz

WELCOME TOALL
NEW FARMOWNERS/MANAGERS & FAMILIES TO THE AREA

WEARE YOUR LOCAL STOCK FEED SUPPLIER

All blends are custom made through a mixer wagon so
all your girls are getting the same uniform feed/minerals.

Custom made to fit your farming system and diet requirements.

We work while you & your girls Make the Moolah!

CALLNOW 0272 240 728

YOUR LOCAL FEED SUPPLIER IN PAEROA

Bulk products direct.
Custom Blends all through mixer wagon
for a more uniform blend.
Minerals/Trace Minerals/Custom
Made Mineral Blends.
Contracts.
Auger and bulk delivery for silo and bunker.

CALFMEAL

Highly palatable Calf Meal with all the
Vitamins & Minerals with Coccidiostat.
Available in 500kg and 1000kg bulk bags.
Competitively Priced.

Pellets

Blends

Less/No Dust

High
Energy Oil

Hauraki-Coromandel farmers are 
being warned to prepare for early 

dry soils this year.
NIWA meteorologist and forecaster 

Ben Noll told The Profile warmer tem-
peratures and strong winds caused by 
a climate driver in the Pacific Ocean 
called El Niño was anticipated towards 
the end of winter, which could cause 
arid soils.

“The soil temperature being a little 
bit elevated is a strong possibility and 
I would also say that in addition to this 
temperature being elevated, it could, if 
it is a drier season, cause soil moisture 
deficit developing in spring,” he said.

“This may be a little earlier than 
you would typically expect, so farmers 
should prepare for soil moisture defi-
cits later in the year with El Niño.”

Ben said there would also be less 
rainfall in the northern parts of the 
North Island including the Coromandel 
this winter period, compared to recent 
years when winter had produced high 
rainfall.

“It’s been a very wet first half of the 
year, residents in the Coromandel are 
very well aware of that with the mul-
titude of extreme rain and weather 
events… and in many respects [May] 
was actually more like the weather that 
typically occurs in April,” he said.

“As we look ahead into the winter sea-
son and beyond, I think even the gener-
al trend for the northern North Island 
including the Coromandel is towards 
generally less wet conditions than we 
have experienced so far this year.

“There is an elevation in the odds that 
the rainfall could end up being below 
normal… as opposed to a winter that’s 
very consistently wet and gloomy, so it 
may be a little bit of good news there 
with the rainfall.”

Ben said the increased chance for low-
er rainfall this winter in Coromandel 
was created by high pressure weather 
systems in the Tasman Sea, which con-
tain lower moisture levels. He also said 
while the winter temperature would 
be cooler than previous years, a colder 
than average winter was “unlikely”.

“As we look ahead to the winter and 
beyond, the airflow pattern may begin 
to favour more southerly winds, which 
is not a wind direction we’ve had all 
that frequently in the last couple of 
years,” he said.

“A colder than average winter is un-
likely but those southerly winds may 
cause the winter season to be a little bit 
cooler than our recent couple of win-
ters. 

“We’ve had three consecutive record 
warm winters and by the looks of it, it 
would seem unlikely that there is going 
to be a repeat.”

Dry soils possible  
for Hauraki - NIWA
By GORDON PREECE
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Aword from our Thames Community
Board Chair Adrian Catran JP:
“The future of Thames’ Create the Vibe
space in Mary Street has been top of the
minds of many people I speak to. Please
make sure you have your say on The Vibe so that
your views count on whether it stays or goes. We’re
making it as easy as we can for you to contribute
through an online survey which closes on 28 June.
This is your opportunity to comment on the Mary
Street Vibe!”
adrian.catran@council.tcdc.govt.nz

The Board’s nextmeeting is onWednesday
21 June 2023, 10am in the Council Offices.
Themeeting following that is onWednesday 2 August.
Recordings of all our Council and Community Board
meetings are posted on tcdc.govt.nz/meetings, where
you’ll also findmeeting agendas andminutes.

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE

TC
DC

/2
32
0

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

21 June 2023

Coromandel
Our

News from Thames-Coromandel District Council

Our road to recovery
Work to get the district back on
its feet after the summer storms
is continuing at a pace. Waka
Kotahi NZ Transport Agency
contractors are due begin in late
June on a new $40million bridge
to reconnect SH25A.

A Business Association Recovery
Forumwas held in Thames on
13 June to share ideas about a
programme of work for each of
our district wards to access the
$75,000 each allocated by the
Ministry of Business, Innovation and
Employment to serve the area’s business needs.

Our Council’s also finalising a Recovery Plan to provide

Kōpū Marine Business Update
Work on the Kōpū
Marine Business
Precinct is
progressing well.
The construction
of the recreational
boat ramp is starting
in late June with
firmer than expected
ground conditions facilitating the siting of piles. The
rock revetment is nearly 90 per cent complete with
over 200 metres constructed.

The first sheet piles have been installed, forming the
cofferdam around the recreational boat ramp area.
All six boat ramp pontoons and the large wharf
pontoon have been built and are being stored in
Whangārei. The whole project is due to be completed
by April 2024.

Find out more about this project at tcdc.govt.nz/kopu

a clear direction for rebuilding
our communities in partnership
with our communities, iwi and
other stakeholders. The recovery
framework establishes four
interrelated work streams:

• ensuring businesses thrive and
are sustainable

• making infrastructure fit for
purpose and resilient

• connecting communities and
rural areas

• enhancing our natural
environment

and sets out an action plan to achieve this.

Porritt Park playground
A one-of-a-kind
piece of playground
equipment, the
centrepiece for the
imaginative redesign
of Thames’s Porritt
Park playground has
been ordered from
France and will be
installed in October or
November this year.
The bespoke piece includes a boat, a climbing
tower and lookout.

The project was made possible by a large donation
from a philanthropic couple. A further $500,000
is needed to complete the project. Look out for
donation jars at local businesses or take a jar home
and contribute your small change.

To get in touch, make a donation or see how you
can help, email porrittparkproject@gmail.com

KAUAERANGA
VALLEYTRAIL

A Trail in the Kauaeranga Valley?
A local group has suggested a trail be established in
the Kauaeranga Valley. Our Council wants to hear your
views on accessing the Kauaeranga River Valley.

Fill in the online survey –
open 21 June to 12 July.
surveymonkey.com/r/W8XG5LS

Or pop in to part of a drop-in session between the
following times:

• Thames Citizen Band Hall – 301 Queen Street
Wednesday 28 June: 3–6pm

• Thames Bowling Club – 512 Mackay Street
Thursday 29 June: 12 noon – 2pm

• Kauaeranga Valley Hall –
437 Kauaeranga Valley Road
Thursday 29 June: 3–6pm

Your views onYour views on

This month we’re canvassing local views of the
Create the Vibe space so a final decision can be
made about the future of this area in Mary
Street, Thames.

The street has been closed to vehicles for more
than two years so the street can be used as a
community space.

We’re visiting the space to interview users and
there is an online survey you can fill out until
25 June. research.net/r/create-the-vibe
Have your say.
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Welding is a skill that can take

you places.

No experience needed.

Learn how to design, create and weld in our

spacious workshop,

FREE Level 2 qualifications available NOW.

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.

Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

ENGINEER / NOUN
(EN-JIN-EAR)

A PERSON WHO FIXES
STUFF YOU CAN’T Open Monday to Friday

9am - 5pm
(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

New in stock !!
Reversible capes
can also be used

as a blanket

• Cushions

• Jewellery

• Wall Art
• Handbags & Accessories

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
• Loyalty Cards

• Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

• Possum Merino Gloves
• Alpaca and mohair throws
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Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

Pukekos Educare at your service since 2003
A safe space for little ones to truly be themselves, to enjoy friendships,

adventures, & discoveries, about themselves and the world around them.

Home away from home with children spending their childhood years together

(not separated by age) a true family feel.

Highly skilled teachers, with years of experience,

who genuinely love and care for your precious little ones

with loads of cuddles, fun and laughter.

Enchanting, creative, and large natural play spaces for

those magical outdoor adventures.

Highly successful & innovative transition to school programme

integrated into the local school programmes

Pukekos Educare
creatingthemagic of childhood

Ph 07 868 5027

�

�

�

�

�

Authorised by Scott Simpson, 
614 Pollen St, Thames.  

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Contact me anytime

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

SPORTS

Revival for Blue Bulls and Diamonds
After one of the most disappointing sea-
sons on and off the field in the Hauraki 
North Rugby club’s 115-year history in 
2022, a lot of soul searching was done, 
followed by a powerful lot of work by a 
lot of people behind the scenes put into 
place.

The club got into recruiting players 
for 2023, which allowed them to field 
Senior A and B teams, after they had to 
withdraw their Senior Bs in 2022, the 
first time in 51 seasons that the club only 
had one team. 

The club also took up the challenge 
of entering a women’s team in the Wai-
kato competition. They became history 
makers as the first ever women’s team 
at Watakaruru in 115 years - the only 
women’s club team in the Thames Valley 
and the first ever club team in any grade 
from the Thames Valley to make a Wai-
kato RFU grand final. All these wonder-
ful women travelled from all parts of the 
Thames Valley and Hauraki Plains, plus 
we had two girls come over from Ireland 
to play for the Blue Diamonds.

All this allowed Hauraki North to be 
the only club in the Thames Valley to 
field three teams in 2023, while they 
were also the last club to field three 
teams in 2015 - Senior A and B and Un-
der 19s.

Having 93 registered players allowed 
all three teams to perform well in their 
respective competitions with the Senior 
As currently in first place, the Senior Bs 
in second place while the Blue Diamonds 
finished runners up in their grand final. 
Hauraki North has now created a record 
of playing in four different rugby union 
grand finals: Thames Valley, 1952 - 2019, 
winning several in the different grades;  

Hauraki North’s Jordan Matson touches down against Waihou.              Photos: LUKE MITCHELL/CHILLED EDGE PHOTOGRAPHY

Hauraki North was the only Thames Valley club to field three teams this year.

CLUB RUGBY Bay of Plenty, 2008, winning the Under 
19 championship; Counties Manukau, 
2013 and 2015 winning the Under 19 
championships, and 2023 runners up in 
the Waikato women’s championship.

This year has also seen several family 
names from the past appear back in the 
Royal Blue colours, with some families 
spanning four generations while several 
span three generations. One of these 
players is Max Heaven from the Senior 
Bs, whose great great grandfather, Wil-
liam O’Neil, played for Waitakaruru 102 
years ago in 1921.

So the 2023 history-making season 
for the Blue Bulls and Blue Diamonds 
has created scenes at the Waitakaruru 
Bull Ring/Diamond Mine that haven’t 
been seen for more than 50 years, with 
massive crowds and a real buzz and vibe 
thanks to all the hard work of the com-
mittee, coaches, managers, sponsors, 
supporters and of course all the players.  

- Peter Mitchell, 
Hauraki North historian.     

The Blue Diamonds make history for Hauraki North.
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201 Pollen St • www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963 

Paul Saunders 021 220 00980800 11 11 10

NEW MITSUBISHI 
ECLIPSE CROSS PHEV 

 • 2.1L/100KM’S
• 2 X ELECTRIC MOTORS

from 
$52,990 
plus on road costs

Saunders Mitsubishi

Vehicle is eligible for 
NZ Government 

Clean Car rebate of 

$5,750
See NZTA website for further details.IN STOCK NOW

10% OFF
EVERYTHING STOREWIDE

ALL DAY AT MODEL BARN
LOCATED NEXT DOOR TO VINTAGE BARN

OPEN DAY
Come and see one of
NZ’s largest display
of diecast models and

rare toys

It only happens once a year

Turua

AAAuuuccckkklllaaannnddd

ThaaamesPaeroa

Plus

SUNDAY
25th JUNE 2023
9.00AM - 4.00PM

FREE ENTRY

PLENTY OF PARKING

(except Kiwi Replicas)

crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

Foul play suspected in mine death
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores our local 

history by seeking out stories of life and 
death in the Thames Valley

The incidents surrounding the bizarre 
disappearance of John McIntosh from 

a Waihī mining cage in 1916 were mystify-
ing.

At the inquest John Turner, chamber 
man, said in his four years’ experience he 
had never known such a series of objects 
to come down a shaft accidentally. T Hol-
lis, shift boss, who had been twenty years 
with the Waihī Company, said he did not 
think all the items could have got into the 
shaft by accident. 

It was the first time in his experience 
that such things had happened. Objects 
were also coming up the shaft - F Timanus, 
head battery man and A Toyer, engine 
driver, said this was the first occasion in 
their experience in which timber had ap-
peared on the top of a cage.

Mr Gilmour, mine manager, thought 
that when the cage carrying John McIn-
tosh came into contact with the iron rail, 
the great pressure of the cage flicked the 
iron causing it to fly through the hole 
in the side of the cage, probably strik-

John McIntosh’s grave at Waihī cemetery.                      Photo: SUPPLIED

ing John McIntosh and knocking him out 
through the other side. Mr Gilmour stated 
that he had had to remove a worker em-
ployed near the No 2 shaft to another part 
of the mine, away from all the shafts, ow-
ing to suspicion falling on him in connection 
with the discovery of various articles in the 
shafts. The man at the centre of the alle-
gations was questioned at length as to his 
movements on certain levels in the mine. 
He denied all knowledge of the articles 
found at the bottom of the shaft. He denied 
having put timber and other articles down 
the shafts. He denied having tampered with 
electric wires.

The Coroner said that although the evi-
dence was strongly against accidental hap-
penings, the evidence against man under 
suspicion was purely circumstantial. The 
jury returned a verdict that John McIntosh 
was struck by an iron rail and knocked out 
of the cage. The evidence was not sufficient 
to show how the rail came into the shaft, 
but the jury was of the opinion that it did 

not get there accidentally. They also found 
that articles were thrown down shafts 
and this should have been reported to 
the mine manager immediately, probably 
preventing the terrible fatality. 

In the Warden’s Court, the shift boss 
was charged with having failed to notify 
promptly the manager that material had 
fallen down the shaft. He was convicted, 
and fined one pound. 

At a meeting of the Ohinemuri Mines and 
Batteries Employees’ Union, a vote of sym-
pathy for John’s widow and the six children 
was passed.

The incident was a tragedy in several 
ways. The man thought to be responsible 
had returned from World War I the year be-
fore, medically unfit. He had started work 
in the Waihī mine a few months previously 
suffering from concussion and shell shock. 

The claustrophobic atmosphere of a dark 
mine, with its loud noises and flashes of 
light likely adversely affected him leading 
to the heartbreaking consequences.

PART TWO
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Health Shuttle service.
Hato Hone St John Thames have vacancies for volunteer drivers
for our health shuttles that service the Thames, Paeroa, and
Ngatea area. Time commitments for our volunteers is flexible to
accommodate your availability.

Missing medical appointments has been shown to have a huge
financial loss to the health system as well as decreasing the
quality of life for patients. Transport issues feature as a leading
cause of missed appointments.

We are here to help with our shuttles transporting people from
the Thames, Paeroa and Ngatea communities to their health
appointments in the Waikato and Auckland areas as well as to
Thames Hospital and the local doctors.

If you need transport to a medical appointment, contact the
service as below. There is no fixed charge. Getting to your
appointments is a priority for good health outcomes and the
service is supported by our community for the benefit of our
community. Simply contribute a donation or koha as you can.

For Health Shuttle bookings call: (07) 868 0567 or
0800 934 287

To find out more information or register your interest in being a
volunteer driver please email: Hauraki.Community@stjohn.org.nz

St John - local people helping meet the needs of our community.

Hato Hone St John Thames

eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Paeroa
69 Junction Road 3 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa15654

Family Home on Large Lifestyle
Discover the perfect blend of country living and
modern comfort in this exceptional 7-hectare
(approx.) lifestyle property nestled on the outskirts
of Paeroa township. Experience the serenity of
rural life while enjoying the convenience of being
just moments away from all amenities. Get ready
to fall in love with this remarkable home and its
breathtaking views of scenic farmland.

Viewings by Appointment only.

Asking Price $1,250,000 Plus GST (if
any)

View by appointment

Brooke Edwards
027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

We cater from small
private gatherings to
large scale events.
• Weddings &
Funerals

• Corporate Events
•Team Building

Events

And we can cater
to your needs...

• Buffet
• A La Carte

• Morning & Afternoon
Teas

• High Teas
and more

How can we help you?
What do we cater?....Everything!

Contact us to plan the catering for your next event.
Kris Burton 022 380 9735

email burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
facebook @burtonscatering • website burtoncatering.co.nz

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

FoodiesFoodies
Burton’s On Pollen Lunch Bar & Cater-
ing is a family-run business that caters 
to the locals and Coromandel Peninsu-
la for all their catering needs or a lunch 
time fix. Always offering freshly made  
food made with a whole lot of love, 
the lunch bar is now up and running in 
their new premises. The Chef Kris and 
The Butcher Elliot together own Bur-
ton’s on Pollen and Burton’s Butchery 
in Paeroa. With their combined knowl-
edge, they are the award-winning 
team to get for your next event. The 
Burtons and their team were awarded 

the 2022 Emerging Wedding Provider 
Wedding Industry Award. 

INGREDIENTS
250gm Butter, Softened 
1 Cup Castor Sugar
1 teaspoon Vanilla Essence
2 Eggs
2 Cups Plain Flour 
2 teaspoons Baking Powder
1 Cup Raspberries (frozen or Fresh)
1 Cup White Chocolate Chips

METHOD
Preheat the oven to 180 degrees cel-
sius, grease and line a 26cm slice tray 

with baking paper. Cream butter and 
sugar until light and fluffy, add one egg 
at a time, then vanilla. 
Sift flour and baking powder together 
then fold into the mix, folding together 
until it just forms a dough. In the slice 
tray, add half of the dough and spread 
out into the corners then press down 
to make the base. Spread the raspber-
ries and white chocolate chips evenly 
over the base, then add the remaining 
dough crumbled over the top. Bake 
for 35 minutes, until it’s golden brown 
over the whole top. 

- Supplied by Burton’s On Pollen
 Lunch Bar & Catering

Raspberry &  White Chocolate Shortcake
RECIPE
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill
HOUSEWASH

SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house, 
roof or pa� os, fences & driveways.

Cleaning, moss treatment & 
waterblas� ng for 25 years.

Also clean exterior windows.
Call 0800 737 777 or 

Anton direct on 027 313 4386
atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

home maintenance  

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domestic
Industrial
Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

electrician

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

driving academy

garden care services

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 electrician

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
We solve your tree problems 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding   
Pruning • Clearing • Storm Clean Up

Qualifi ed, experienced, 
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today 

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

Rich Visick 
027 424 4217 / 07 862 5114 

Coromandel, Hauraki & Beyond
Heights Certified & Insured

Chimney 
Sweeping 

chimney sweep

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

building services

• Caravan e-wofs
• Home and Business
electrical inspections

• IQP emergency lighting
inspections

• Solar power inspections
Servicing Hauraki,

Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

electrical inspector

Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service

For Service That Counts
Matt: 0274 123 996

Whangamata/Thames/Coromandel Region
hydhosecompany@gmail.com

hydraulic hoses

HAIRCUTS
WALK INS
WELCOME

NEW 
LOCATION 
OPPOSITE 
MITRE 10

APPOINTMENTS
NOT NEEDED

Pollen Street 
Thames

hairdresser

CALL THE EXPERTS

The wet weather has put the brakes 
on a lot of exterior work, so it’s time 

to turn a negative into a positive and get 
those interior painting jobs off the back-
burner and sorted! 

A big thank you to all the happy cus-
tomers in Ngātea, Hikutaia, Ngarimu 
Bay, Waiomu, Te Mata and Te Puru, I 
appreciate the work! 

If getting some painting done is on 
your list of things to do, give me a call to 
organise a free quote.

Here’s what a happy customer had to 
say about a recently completed project: 

“Having for months looked for a paint-
er to paint my bedrooms and fix a hole 
in the lounge wall, I found an editorial 
on Stan ‘That Painter Ltd’ in the Valley 
Profile and I decided to take a chance. 
Stan turned out to be better than the 
editorial said!

“When completed, the bedrooms were 
perfect and the lounge wall was surpris-
ingly perfect after he had applied his 
skill and attention to detail.

“I am always happy to let people know 
who did the work!” - K Krall, Thames 
Contact Stan Reihana 022 313 7911.

Inferior Interior? Call That Painter Ltd!
Stan Reihana of That Painter Ltd.                                                                                         Photo: GORDON PREECE
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Trades & Services

Storage

Storage

Public Notices

For Lease

Death Notice

Death Notice

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 021 
060 7659

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

NEED STAFF? 
GOT SOMETHING TO 

SELL?
Advertise in the 

Valley Profile 
and get results!
Phone Nikki on 

022 130 3885

Mowing, hedges, fencing, gardening, carpentry, 
painting, retaining walls, welding, waterblasting. 
Work is good quality and I will not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. Insured. Dennis Schuler 022 
129 0169

Handyman

Handyman Services

Situations Vacant

Grazing Wanted

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Curly 021 746 608.

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and craft, 
moving, table coverings 

and more .....

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 plumber

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

DOG TREATS
Thames Market Thames Market 
every Saturday...every Saturday...

Rain or ShineRain or Shine
E: debstra.dogs@gmail.comE: debstra.dogs@gmail.com
FB: FB: Deb’s Dog Treats‘n‘MeatsDeb’s Dog Treats‘n‘Meats  

pet food

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

TILER
Quality workmanship. 
Currently available. 
Enquiries ph Rob 
 Ph 021 026 93064

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Gardening

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Long term 10 acres 
minimum between 
Paeroa and Thames. 
Ph Steve 0220 75 
62 11

Victoria Battery 
Tramway 

Society Inc.
AGM

Sunday 3rd July 
2.00pm

Victoria Battery Museum
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����������������

����������������
��������������
����� ����

waste removal

Wanted
Plucked Possum 

Carcasses
Possum Fur MP & HP 

$100/Kg
Possum skins 

all sizes/colours
1st & 2nds, 

From $10 - $22 per skin
Ph:  07 579 9931 

Basically Bush Ltd

Work Wanted
Man and a Van. Small 
Furniture Removals. 
Rubbish Removed ETC. 
Ph Carlos  021 184 5652

Notice of Annual 
General Meeting

Karangahake Hall and 
Local Reserves 

Association.
Sunday 2nd July 2023 

at 3:00 pm at the 
Karangahake Hall,

12 Crown Hill Road, 
Karangahake

Apprentice 
Automotive Technician

Saunders Mitsubishi are seeking an automotive 
apprentice to join the team at Saunders Motor Group.  

This is a full-time position.
Apply to Paul Saunders 

paul@saundersmotorgroup.co.nz
HARVEY, 
Michael Kenneth:
Peacefully, on 
Thursday 15th June, 
2023, after a long fight 
with cancer. Loving 
husband of Chrissie. 
Loving Dad of Carl. 
Brother-in-law of Kevin 
and Alison, and good 
friend of Rosemary.
‘Will be sadly missed’.
Sincere thanks to 
Dr Poortier, Thames 
Medical Centre, District 
Nurses, and staff of the 
Inpatient Unit, Thames 
Hospital.
At Michael’s request, 
a private cremation 
has been held, and 
a private celebration 
of his life has been 
arranged.

BRADLEY, 
Jillian Margaret:
Born 30th July 1949, 
passed away overnight 
on the 13th June in her 
home.
Beloved daughter of 
Rex (dec) and Val (dec) 
of Gisborne, special 
sister to Wendy, Morris 
and Michelle (dec). 
Jill aged 73, has lived 
life to the full, touched 
many hearts, and is 
known locally in Paeroa 
as “Nana Jill”.
Jill is greatly loved 
and will be dearly 
missed by her best 
friend and husband 
Keith; her children 
Kerry, Kim,Tane and 
wife Clare, Liam and 
Lauren, her many 
moko’s and great 
moko’s along with 
loved nieces and 
nephews.  
 A Service to celebrate 
Jill’s life has been held.
In lieu of flowers please 
make donations to 
Pataka Kai Paeroa – 
Contact Patakakai@
hauraki.refuge.co.nz
All communication c/- 
Valley Funerals. 
“Keep your face 
towards the sun and 
the shadows will fall 
behind you.”

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

PRUNING DEMO
Two days only with 

Paul Green at Aeroview 
Garden Centre, Sunday 
25th June & Sunday 9th 
July,1pm sharp to learn 

how to prune roses, 
fruit trees, grapes & 

hydrangeas. Main road, 
Totara, Thames.

Ph 07 868 7960

CHURCH OFFICE MANAGER
Hauraki Plains Co-operating Church is 
seeking to appoint a part-time Office 
Manager to be responsible for the 
general admin of this church.

Deadline Application by CV and 
covering letter must be received by 

Friday 23 June 2023.

The successful applicant will be 
responsible for the administrative 
management of the church’s office, 
ensuring that an accurate database 
is maintained of church members, 
ensuring that accounts receivables/
payables are processed timely, and 
providing administrative support 
to the Minister and Parish Council. 

The Office Manager works part-time 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. The 
Office Manager reports directly to the 
Parish Council but must be able to work 
effectively with the Minister,  church 
leaders, volunteers, facility users and 
members of the congregation.

Please direct your applications to Jane 
Robinson: jdonrob@xtra.co.nz
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Thames Valley Club RugbyThames Valley Club Rugby

All Senior A games start at 2.35pm (unless stated)

Teams named first indicate home team

* Doctor Dunn ** Doctor Lawrence

Rugby United Under 21s V Hamilton Marist at Hamilton Marist
1.00pm on Saturday 24th June

SENIOR B

SEENNIIOORR AA SSatturdday JJune 2244tthh

Whangamata V Ngatea Sat June 10th 1.00pm
Hauraki North V Coromandel Sat June 10th 1.00pm
**Te Aroha COBRAS V **Waihou Sat June 10th 1.00pm

Whangamata PaeroaV
Waihi Athletic ThamesV
Hauraki North Mercury BayV

*Te Aroha COBRAS *WaihouV

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

SPORTS

Thousands chip in for Ryan

Puriri golfer Ryan Court-
ney was “super stoked” by 

the community support who 
chipped-in between $25,000 
to $30,000 for his golfing and 
study excursion in the United 
States.

The 18-year-old plans to 
travel to West Virginia in Au-
gust to study and compete in 
golf at Wheeling University 
with the hopes of scoring an 
engineering science degree and 
becoming a pro golfer. 

Ryan told The Profile around 
130 golfers were in full swing 

for the Ambrose 18-hole golf 
tournament at Paeroa Golf 
Club to fundraise for his trav-
els on May 28.

In an earlier article, Ryan 
said he hoped to raise between 
$10,000 and $15,000.

“I was super stoked and very 
grateful for the support we 
had, it was an amazing day and 
people were very generous in 
their donations and also in the 
auctions and raffles,” he said.

“The overall feeling of the 
day and the reactions that I 
received was that everybody 
really enjoyed it so I’m very 
happy with that.”

By GORDON PREECE

Ryan Courtney tees off during the Ambrose 18-hole tournament at 
Paeroa Golf Club.                Photo: SUPPLIED

Paeroa College students will 
soon be able to play winter 

codes without worrying about the 
weather.

A grant of $40,000 from NZ 
Charitable Trust has enabled the 
school’s Paeroa College Charitable 
Trust to go ahead with stage one of 
its planned multi-sports complex. 

The complex will be composed 
of an artificial sand-based turf, 
suitable for sports including net-
ball, basketball, lacrosse and soc-
cer. The turf will be encircled by a 
running track. 

School principal Amy Hacker 
said the trust was delighted to fi-
nally have the project underway. 

“Our sports programme is grow-
ing so much - this is the first year 
we’ve had a football team, our 
hockey is growing, we’ve always 
had really strong netball and bas-
ketball. But we’ve had a shortage 
of training facilities,” she said. 

“Our school roll has grown over 
the last four years, by 100 stu-
dents. We are stretched at the gills 
in terms of our physical education 
classes. Obviously we have a gym, 
we have lovely fields but what we 
haven’t had is netball courts or 
a turf that will enable us to pro-
vide our students with a variety of 

physical education opportunities.”
Stage one of the project, which 

has already begun, involves dig-
ging up the existing, defunct as-
phalt netball courts on the college 
grounds. These will be replaced 
with the new turf. Fencing in the 
area will also be upgraded. 

In stages two and three, the area 
will be covered with a roof, and 
changing facilities and lighting will 
be installed, creating the Hauraki 
District’s first covered sports facil-
ity of this type. 

“This will be the only full court 
area that’s going to be covered in 
the district,” Board of Trustees 
member Larn Wilkinson said. 

“We’ve got the equivalent of 
an indoor facility but without the 
added ongoing costs that would 
cripple our community. [It’s] long 
overdue for Paeroa and the Hau-
raki district.” 

The trust plans to eventually 
open up use of the turf to local 
sports clubs. 

“The idea is that it will be pri-
marily for school use particularly 
during the school day, but our 
hope is to be able to provide a facil-
ity for wider use in the community 
as well,” Amy said. 

The Paeroa College Community 
Trust has been working on devel-
oping this facility since its incep-

tion in 2016, but progress stalled 
when Covid arrived. 

“It’s just been over the past nine 
months or so that we’ve really re-
invigorated it and decided to re-
ally get stuck into the fundraising,” 
Amy said. 

“I think we’ll find we get quite 
a lot of use out of it and then it’ll 
be easy to write those funding ap-
plications for stage two and get it 
covered.” 

The Paeroa College Community 
Trust is made up of community 
members invested in the growth 
and development in community 
and school resources and assets. 

“What’s been really cool about 
that for me is to see how much 
Paeroa College is a community as-
set, resource, part of the commu-
nity,” Amy said. 

“We have people who don’t even 
have children here … who are on 
that trust and who really see the 
importance to growing opportu-
nities for our rangatahi, so that’s 
been really awesome to have that 
level of community partnership, 
both from our funders and from 
the people who have been working 
hard to raise the money for this to 
go forward.” 

Upgraded sports facility 
for Paeroa college
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Unleashing the power of wisdom: moving beyond knowledge

In this fascinating era of informa-
tion overload, where answers lie 

at our fingertips, we find ourselves 
standing at a crossroads. 

The age of the information explo-

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION sion has ushered in a new paradigm, 
one where knowledge is abundant, 
yet wisdom remains elusive. A few 
clicks on the phone and we can find 
out the population of Brazil, the 
best butter chicken recipe ever, or 6 
steps to a successful life.

It has now moved to a whole new 
level with AI chat bots like ChatGPT. 
I asked it for six steps to living a ful-
filled life. It’s response:

1. Define your values and priori-
ties: Take time to reflect on what 
truly matters to you

2. Set meaningful goals: Establish 
goals that are personally meaning-
ful to you.

3. Cultivate positive relationships: 
Surround yourself with people who 
support and inspire you.

4. Practice self-care and well-be-
ing: Take care of your physical, men-
tal, and emotional well-being.

5. Embrace personal growth and 
learning: Seek new experiences, 
expand your knowledge, and chal-
lenge yourself to step out of your 
comfort zone.

6. Contribute to something great-
er: Find ways to give back and make 
a positive impact in the world.

Not surprisingly this list is similar 
to many self help books and re-
search documents. Actually, crazy 
how much it reflects what we teach 
in schools. But here’s the thing: hav-
ing knowledge is not enough. We 
often confuse knowing something 
with actually doing it. For example, 
someone struggling with anxiety 
might dismiss advice because they 
already know what they should do.

Similarly, someone dealing with 
addiction might not seek help be-
cause they already know the steps 
to change. And a family struggling 

financially might resist budgeting 
assistance because they think they 
already know how to do it.

It is not knowledge we need to-
day. It is wisdom in how to use that 
knowledge and the discipline to 
practice it. I have been considering 
this in our resilience programs. We 
teach and provide incredible expe-
riences to support young people to 
thrive. And yet without regular op-
portunities at home and at school 
to practice the learning we see 
knowledge become disconnected. 
We have students who can give us 
all the right answers to how to de-
tach from hard thoughts, yet when 
their anxiety kicks up, they don’t 
use the very knowledge that could 
help.

Our challenge before us not to 
know more. It is instead to use what 
we know well. To teach our children 

to practice what they are learning. 
To know what is important to us 
and walk in that direction. To be dis-
ciplined enough to choose in a way 
that leads us towards the things we 
value in life.

It’s time to shift our focus from 
accumulating knowledge to em-
bracing wisdom. Let’s inspire a 
generation that not only knows 
the right steps to take but also has 
the determination to put them into 
practice. 

If you’re curious about our work, 
I invite you to watch our recently 
released promotional video: youtu.
be/40lln6pTU9M]

Together, let’s embark on a jour-
ney where wisdom guides our ac-
tions, and knowledge becomes a 
force for positive change. 

- Michael Wilkes is a Living Well 
Trust Youth Worker
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Strew, 4 Tip of the iceberg, 14 Purse, 15 Sabre, 16 Jolly Roger, 17 Cocoa, 19 Bus,
20 Refrain, 21 Interests, 22 Relate, 25 Warehouse, 27 Jargon, 28 Recipe, 33 Tourniquet, 35
Wok, 36 Précis, 37 Lens, 39 Eel, 41Abandon, 42Aplomb, 43 Guarantee, 44 Olive, 45 Underdog,
50 Ex, 51 Keepsake, 55 Toast, 58 Contender, 59 Extras, 60 Spectre, 61 Tar, 63 Even, 64 Erects,
65 Nip, 66 Persevered, 68 Canvas, 69 Morsel, 71 Supersede, 76 Shield, 77 Dalmatian, 79
Dossier, 81 Fan, 84 Equal, 85 Perforates, 86 Camel, 87 Stole, 88 Cheek of the Devil, 89 Petty.

DOWN: 2 Trader, 3 Error, 5 Iron, 6 Oblongs, 7 Tureen, 8 Eagle, 9 Curator, 10 Back, 11 Racket,
12 Bribe, 13 Measure, 14 Panacea, 18 Likelihood, 23 Vogue, 24 Lozenge, 26Arrange, 27
Jukebox, 29 Inertia, 30 Bobbin, 31 Swoon, 32 Silage, 34 Type, 36 Plain, 38 Sieve, 40 Damp,
45 Uncle, 46 Dungeon, 47 Reek, 48 Orders, 49 Darts, 50 Eternal, 52 Expression, 53 Succeed,
54 Kernel, 55 Tractor, 56 Stops, 57 Harp, 62 Gruel, 67 Matinee, 68 Confuse, 70 Shampoo, 72
Unaware, 73 Plough, 74 Stroke, 75 Defect, 76 Snoop, 78 Merit, 80 Stale, 82 Flue, 83 Yeti.

ACROSS
1 Wandered from (7)
4 Act prematurely
(4,3,3)
9 Student (7)
13 Gambler’s stake (4)
14 Snow crystals (6)
15 Bacon slice (6)
16 Mate (7)
18 Large cask (3)
20 Penal sentence
(6,4)
21 Mirage (8)
22 Entire range (5)
25 Of cattle (6)
26 Char (6)
28 Consequences of a
catastrophic event (9)
33 Abundantly
productive (8)
34 Mollycoddle (6)
35 Skin bubble (7)
39 Bridge for water (8)
40 Esprit de corps (6)
41 Exchange (4)
42 Well known (5)
43 Bare (5)
46 Physically or
morally upright (8,2,1,3)
53 Waste drain (5)
56 Clown (5)
57 Opera solo (4)
58 Blood vessel (6)
59 Travelling by car (8)
62 Sect (7)
63 Heavenly body (6)
64 Gloaming (8)
67 Travel plan (9)
69 Bulging outwards
(6)

70 Curved fruit (6)
74 Glossy fabric (5)
75 Headstrong (8)
77 Conspicuously and
offensively vocal (10)
81 Mongrel (3)
83 Tedium (7)
84 Endemic (6)
85 Away (6)
86 Grotto (4)
87 Spendthrift (7)
88 Sustained,
unremitting (10)
89 Scrap (7)

DOWN
1 Astute (5)
2 Fetch back (8)
3 Strike out (6)
4 Playing card (5)
5 Nautical pole (4)
6 Discolour (7)
7 Without difficulty (6)
8 Consumers (5)
10 Persuade gradually
(4)
11 Pariah (7)
12 Tree-lined street (6)
17 Reduced in status
(10)
19 Lobby (5)
23 Green vegetable (8)
24 Stroll (5)
25 Haggle (7)
27 Sleeve end (4)
29 Bulb with fragrant
coloured flowers (7)
30 Defeathers (6)
31 Single-celled
animal (6)

32 Ebb (6)
34 Catch game
illegally (5)
36 Gleamed (5)
37 Ice hockey disc (4)
38 Hired car (4)
44 Waterproof jacket
(6)
45 Be (5)
47 Sour (4)
48 Non-professional
(7)
49 Assigned rankings
to (6)
50 Private teacher (5)
51 Close examination
(8)
52 Titillating (6)
53 Seer (10)
54 Caprice (4)
55 Boating event (7)
60 Change (5)
61 Donate (4)
65 Packing case (5)
66 Vista (8)
68 Three-pronged
spear (7)
69 Idea (7)
71 Eastern temple (6)
72 Civil (6)
73 Meal (6)
76 Hold responsible
(5)
78 Desert green spot
(5)
79 Perfume (5)
80 Manage (4)
82 Violent anger (4)
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THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

• Mobility Scooters
• Wheelchairs
• Walkers
• Electric Lift Chairs

We do our best to source other products on request

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

607MackaySt, Thames (Opposite the hospital) •Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 •E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: 10am - 3pm Monday to Friday - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance toThames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2
• 3 Bedroom Villa, 124sqm with

1 bathroom , guest WC,
single garage.

ENQUIRE TODAY!

HAURAKI’S HOME OF 
whyteline.co.nz   |   39 puke road, paeroa   |   07 862 8783 


