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LIVING ROUGH

There are homeless people living in tents and under tarps in Thames’ Danby Field, 100 metres from
a children’s playground set for a $1.5m redevelopment. KELLEY TANTAU looks into the effect it’s
having on the community and talks to the residents who are living rough.
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There is a second, smaller tent
on the other side of the metal
fence - which now has a gaping
hole. She says that one is used
for “time out”.

The woman is a “born and
bred” Thames local. Ngati
Maru is her iwi.

She’s been living rough for
about a year, while others, she
says, have been doing it much
longer.

Before moving to the camp-
site, she lived with family and
says she hasn’t had a rental
“for along time”. She’d like one
though, one she can afford.

“The rent is too dear around
here and housing is pretty hard
to get,” she says. “If you do get
a house, you starve.”

But here, within the man-
groves, she and the others “get
hungry but manage”.

Every morning, they head to
the Thames Baptist Church and
have breakfast. They stay there
until midday. On Tuesdays,
the church offers a community
meal and it also provides them
with food parcels.

The church is a big help, she
says.

Still, court appearances are a
regular thing for some.

“I'm going to court for theft,
theft, theft,” the woman ad-
mits. “Stealing food all the
time.

“But I'm pretty lucky be-
cause when Pak’nSave dumps
all their food, we eat out of the
dumpsters.”

There is a makeshift access-
way that crosses the gully be-
tween Danby Field and Gold-
fields Shopping Centre.

This is one quick way for the
tent-dwellers to traipse into

town.

Goldfieds manager John Fre-
er has heard of them rifling in
the rubbish bins.

He has also been to see the
residents, but he tells The Pro-
file that he was verbally - and
almost physically - abused by a
man living at the campsite.

He says there’s no easy solu-
tion but “something has to hap-
pen” to move them along.

“There’s been people living
there for... it must be more
than six months.

“At first, there were one or
two and they used to come over
to Goldfields and charge their
phones and that sort of stuff,
but now there’s around a dozen
in there,” he says.

“And you get people walking
around the shopping centre

: A'make-shift bridge.”
= T eoMMECts thevcampsite'ta”,
Goldfields Shopping Centre:
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who have got cans of beer in
their hands. It’s totally unac-
ceptable that right in the heart
of town, we have to put up with
that.”

John says his stores, their
staff, and the customers that
use Goldfields are feeling in-
timidated, and so he’s contact-
ed council chief executive Ai-
leen Lawrie about the problem.

“We've been very tolerant,”
he says, “but last week the situ-
ation just became unbearable.”

According to Thames Po-
lice, local officers first became
aware of people sleeping rough
at Danby Field about two years
ago.

At the time, there were two
separate camps established
and the area had become a bit
of a “dumping ground”.

The tent tenants were tres-
passed from the property and
were given a reasonable time to
vacate with their possessions.

Police also worked together
with the Ministry of Social De-
velopment [MSD] and assisted
the residents into emergency
housing.

The community then ar-
ranged a clean-up of the entire
park, in which two skip bins of
general rubbish and one of re-
cycling were collected, and the
area was returned to its natural
state.

It was during this initial pe-
riod that Thames Police was
receiving “regular reports” of
incidents within - or within
close proximity of - the camps.

“These calls would usually
be related to anti-social be-
haviours being witnessed by
members of the public, such as
intoxicated persons, drinking
alcohol, arguing, fighting,” a
local police officer says.

“This is still happening occa-
sionally, but is not as frequent
and it usually involves other
members of the community
not residing at the camp di-
rectly but loitering in the area
also.”

Thames police officers are
described by the tent-dwellers
as “cool”, and the police them-
selves say they work with an
“eyes wide open” approach -
looking at incidents through a
wide lens and considering all
factors contributing to a par-
ticular situation.

“For example, when looking
at the situation of homeless-
ness, we need to understand
why these people are living
rough. We know they are of-
ten unemployed and often not
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receiving the appropriate ben-
efits.

“So, utilising our close part-
nership with MSD, we now
help them through the pro-
cess,” they say. “Often it’s
something as simple as helping
them to create a bank account
or obtain a birth certificate.”

Police say the homeless often
have underlying health condi-
tions, especially mental health
struggles and drug or alcohol
addictions. They therefore try
to involve partnering agencies
such as the Manaaki Centre
(Thames Mental Health and
Counselling service).

One of the women at the tent
site just discovered she suffers
from ankylosing spondylitis,
an inflammatory disease that,
over time, can cause some of
the bones in the spine to fuse.

She says she’s been getting

“massive headaches”, back
pain, and numbness in her
legs.

“For two, three years I've not
known what the hell has been
wrong,” she says. “I'm in pain a
lot, and I do not like the pain-
killers they give me - they make
me too dopey - and I drink. I'm
an alcoholic,” she says.

“I'd rather have a beer than
the pills.”

The conversation ends when
the woman gets a phone call
from the radiology department
at Thames Hospital. She even-
tually leaves the site with her
dog in tow.

“Some have employment,”
Police say.

“T hear reports they are good,
reliable, and hard workers who
are just struggling to make
ends meet and can’t afford or

.......

Rodents and white tails are a common sight fo tose living i the bush. INSET: A Google Ma imge of

the location of the illegal campsite at the northern end of Danby field.

obtain housing.”

A spokesperson for the Min-
istry of Housing and Urban De-
velopment says it straight: until
recently, New Zealand hasn’t
been building enough houses.

“The lack of new housing
development, coupled with a
lack of investment in new infra-
structure, has meant that hous-
ing supply has not kept up with
demand. This lack of housing
supply has meant house prices
and rents have increased.

“As a result, housing has be-
come unaffordable for many

New Zealanders.

“We see deepening inequali-
ties - particularly for Maori, Pa-
cific peoples, and young people
- and too many people living in
crowded homes, experiencing
homelessness, and in need of
support.

“Against this backdrop of
housing shortages and rising
rents, homelessness can also be
triggered by a range of other is-
sues and has causes that can in-
clude family violence, physical
and mental health issues, drug
or alcohol addiction issues,

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

family and relationship break-
downs and not feeling safe at
home.”

The ministry publishes quar-
terly public housing reports
and, in its December report, it
found that 2528 people were
on the public housing register
in the Waikato.

Fifty-five applicants were
from the Hauraki district, while
79 applicants were from the
Thames-Coromandel.

One of the women says
she doesn’t want to reside in
Thames, that she “wanted out

of here” but circumstances
haven’t allowed it.

They say that some of them
sleep in the public toilets at
Porritt Park when it’s cold be-
cause there are heaters inside,
and that they've broken into
one of the changing sheds at
Danby Field for shelter.

Thames High School tumua-
ki Michael Hart explains that
Danby Field is the property
of the Ministry of Education,
and that technically, the school
leases the land and buildings
from the ministry.

The field is rarely used, he
says, and is certainly not “a
field of first choice”. It’s been
utilised only once or twice in
the last year because it is low-
lying and prone to flooding.

He says the school hasn’t had
any run-ins with the tent resi-
dents, but they have had rough
sleepers occasionally use the
school at night.

“We have fortunately not had
any direct experience of anti-
social behaviour, but we are
generally cautious about the
presence of people and dogs in
the area.

“[Danby Field is] not a space
used by the school on a regular
basis, so the chances of contact
are reduced.”

Mr Hart agrees that sufficient
social services and accom-
modation would be “great” to
meet the needs of the Thames
community.

In an ideal world, he says,
there would be sufficient, good
quality accommodation.

But the tent residents have
also drawn attention from the
community because of their
camp’s close proximity to Por-
ritt Park, which will soon be

CONTINUED ON P13
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Hauraki to consult on Maori Wards

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

auraki District Council will
talk to iwi and members of
the community to better under-
stand the effects of, and the inter-
est in, establishing Maori Wards.

Maori Wards allow voters on
the Maori role to elect a repre-
sentative to their local council.

They sit alongside general
wards and staff said that at the
2022 local elections, six of the 11
regional councils [54 5 per cent]
had Maori constituencies while
29 of 76 territorial authorities
[43.3 per cent] had Maori wards.

At its meeting on April 26,
elected members heard the pop-
ulation of Maori within the Hau-
raki district was roughly 26 per
cent. That could equate to two
seats around the table.

Paeroa councillor Carole Da-
ley believed council needed to
go through the process “from a
new perspective” - but she also
pointed to fellow ward council-
lor Rino Wilkinson, who became
Hauraki’s first ever Maori coun-
cillor following the local elections
in 2019.

Carole said Rino polled “really,
really well” in the 2022 elections.
She would like to see more peo-
ple “like Rino - that have so much
to offer” enter council “just the
same as anybody else”.

“More shoulg be done to try
and encourage people to come in
on the ordinary roll,” she said.

Rino, of Ngati Tamatera, was
the second-highest polling can-
didate for Paeroa in 2022 with
1414 votes. He earned 1368 votes
in 2019. He is a radio DJ for Nga

Rino Wilkinson was the second-highest polling candidate for Paeroa in 2022.

Iwi FM and a trustee of Te Pai o
Hauraki Marae.

He said a difficult aspect for
Maori is getting a single person to
represent the entire iwi.

“If you appoint someone and it
gets approved, most will not listen
to him or her, it’s just the way it
is.”

He said he was friends with
Maori Ward councillors around
Aotearoa and some had walked
away from their role.

“It's just been tough. They've
been bombarded by many crit-
ics from within their area and it

hasn’t gone down well,” he said.
“If I had a chance of going down
the Maori Ward [route], I'd most
likely refuse it to be honest with
you. I got voted in through this
way and that’s what I like. If peo-
ple want to follow my journey,
step up here,” he said.

To establish Maori wards for
the 2025 and 2028 local elections,
council needs to make a decision
by November, 2023.

There would be preliminary en-
gagement no later than May-July,
while the community-wide con-
sultation would run between July

File photo: KELLEY TANTAU

and September.

Council said it was important to
reiterate that the decision to es-
tablish Maori Wards would not be
open for submissions and was not
reversible through its representa-
tion review process.

When Hauraki District Coun-
cil last completed a representa-
tion review in 2018, it opted not
to establish Maori wards but to
look for other opportunities to
improve engagement with Maori.
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Parades
cost $11k

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A- round $11,000 was spent by

auraki District Council for
this year’s Anzac Day parades,
$3000 more than in 2021.

Figures quoted to the district
council showed Waiht's parade
cost around $3375; Ngatea’s cost
around $3030, and Paeroa’s pa-
rade was priced around $2160.

Including $1000 worth of traffic
management plans, this equalled
$10,999.75. Due to Covid-19, there
were no civic parades in the Hau-
raki district for 2020 and 2022,
meaning there was no cost to coun-
cil. In 2021, however, Paeroa’s pa-
rade was the most expensive at
$3027. Ngatea’s parade cost 2651,
while Waiht’s parade cost $1569.

Council told The Profile that the
increase in costs between 2021
and 2023 was caused by changes
to legislation for Waka Kotahi New
Zealand Transport Agency, which
came into effect in 2020. This was
in regards to health and safety due
to accidents at traffic management
sites, meaning the requirements
for staff needed had increased
significantly from previous years,
council said.

Prior to 2020, Hauraki District
Council could undertake traffic
management with its internal staff.

Therefore, the cost for the 2018
Anzac Day parades for all three
main town centres was around
$4000. For 2019, council provided
arough estimate of $3000.
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Carving for kura

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

‘heart of the oak’ carving
ymposium has raised
around $8000 for a local kura.

Ngakau O te Rakau Oki
was held at Te Kura o Te
Kauaeranga Thames South
School between April 17 to 23.
The event saw 14 carvers
from near and far create 20
carvings from pieces of an
historic oak tree that had to be
cut down for safety reasons.
Spokesperson Tes Rae
said completed carvings had
been delivered to the Thames
Seagull Centre, Te Whariki o
Mana Wahine Hauraki, and
Central Kids Kindergarten.
Other sponsored carvings
will be completed and sent
to Moanataiari School,
Twentymans, Te Korowai
Hauora o Hauraki, and A&G

Price, while Te Kura o Te
Kauaeranga will keep three
carvings in its grounds.

Tes said the event was
creatively inspiring. It was so
positive that the team behind
Ngakau O te Rakau OKki are
looking at running another
symposium next year.

She said the time frame
could be extended to give the
artists more time to work on
their pieces because the oak
- roughly 100-years-old - was
“much harder to work with”
than expected, with some
carvers having to pull out the
chainsaws.

There was a well-attended
auction at the Rolleston St
kura on April 23 and overall,
around $8000 was raised for
the school.
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People of all ages came
together on Anzac Day
last week during a na-
tional day of remem-
brance to commemorate
those who served. Valley
Profile reporters attended
five Anzac Day parades
and services across the
Thames Valley on April

25.

Students lay a wreath in Paeroa. The Thames parade down Pollen St.
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A moment’s silence at the Kerepéhi dawn service. A wreath is laid at Paeroa.
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rAao: ew, rully Pptione SPECIAL CAR

11,990 59,990 59990 10,990
2013 Mazda 6 Atenza 2005 Toyota RAV4 2014 Mitsubishi ASX 2006 Nissan Wingroad
Auto, 18”Alloys, Mint Condition Auto, 4WD, 3 Door, Hard to Find Auto, 2WD, Low 39kms, NZ New, 1 Owner Auto, Alloys, Body Kit,

Top Condition at

_‘pl

PRICE REDUCED

L o B
$13,990 P 6,990

LEYLAND STOWE No Deposit Finance
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981 = available on all vehicles.

or 0800 868 898 Full workshop servicing
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT = & repairs available including

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz Auto Electrical service




www.valleyprofile.co.nz

08 THE VALLEY PROFILE May 3, 2023

'|l"

r\ ﬁ

et

Kaihere PTA members say
their inaugural hunting
fundraiser is open to all
hunters young and old.
Photo: GORDON PREECE
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By GORDON PREECE

Eradlcatlng pests  and
shooting up funds for ru-
ral teachers is the aim of the
upcoming inaugural Kaihere
School hunting competition.
The event, hosted by the ru-
ral school’s Parent Teacher
Association (PTA), will load at
5pm on May 12 until final shots
on May 14 before the weigh-in
at noon at Kaihere School.
PTA member Clare Ward told
The Profile the event was part
of its target to raise $15,000
each year to keep its two full-
time teachers to provide educa-
tion for the school’s 30 pupils.

roR EARTHWORKS

“We've been funding our
teachers and trying to keep our
teachers solidly for four to five
days a week within the school
rather than having to get relief
teachers in to cover for those
days that aren’t funded by the
ministry,” she said.

“We are short of the required
[student] numbers to get fund-
ing for an extra teacher, this
means the government only
funds us for one and a half full
time teachers.

“Kaihere School is also a sil-
ver enviroschool, so we're like-
ly to pull [the competition] in
with the guidelines with DOC
to make New Zealand pest free

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

» Metal

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &

Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

by 2050.”

Clare said the competition
was split into five categories,
including pests such as pos-
sums, rats and stoats for mini
hunters, the Big Three, which
is deer, duck and pigs, and two
separate categories for deer
and pigs with subcategories for
heaviest deer and pig, best deer
head and biggest pig tusks.

“Possums are really bad
around this area and rats... I've
got a trapping tunnel that we’ve
built and we've been shifting it
around to see what sort of ro-
dents are around,” she said.

“Wild pigs come in and root
up our paddocks, so that’s a

problem on farms.”

All hunters will take their kill
unless they discuss it with the
school beforehand, and pos-
sums will be plucked and the
school will sell the fur to raise
extra funds.

Clare said there was no
boundary for where hunters
and trappers could compete,
all competitors shooting must
be accompanied by someone
with a gun licence and kids tak-
ing part in trapping must be ac-
companied by a guardian aged
over 16 years. “We've got the
Thames Valley Deerstalkers
Association coming in to do all
the weigh-ins and support us

with that, and we’ve had DOC
backing us and they've also
given us 200 traps and educa-
tional material,” she said.

There’s also a colouring com-
petition for those kids who
don’t have the means to go
hunting and when the weigh-in
is on there’s going to be sau-
sage sizzles as well.”

The grand prizes include:
Heaviest Pig, $500 cash prize
and a whole ham; Heaviest
Deer, homekill fees valued at
$250 and a $400 barbecue.
DETAILS: To register and for more
information about the the com-
petition visit pta.kaihere@gmail.
com.

For CARTING OF

Suppliers of Mangatangi River

Rock

Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell
Palm Kernel

Fertiliser

All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
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By GORDON PREECE

Necent ruling by Fonterra to cut its
orecast milk payout will be “hard to
swallow” for farmers already struggling
with increasing costs, Federated Farm-
ers says.

The dairy behemoth announced last
month it had revised its forecast Farm-
gate Milk Price range for the 2022-2023
season from $8.20-$8.80 per kilogram
of milk solids to between $8-$8.60. This
also reduces the midpoint of the range
by 20 cents from $8.50 to $8.30 per
kilogram of milk solids.

The Farmgate Milk Price determines
the amount paid for milk solids by farm-
er shareholders.

Hauraki-Coromandel Federated
Farmers president Robert Craw told The
Profile the cut would be “hard to swal-
low” for most dairy farmers who were
already battling increased expenses.

“Guys haven’t had a great opportunity
to put a reserve in the bank to get them
through a major drop in the payout like
that so coming forward into this season,
I'm picking there is going to be some
pretty distressed farmers running very
close to the wire,” he said.

“It’s going to impact them quite hard,
there’s a lot of people who are struggling
with this season’s payout with inflation-
ary costs, fuel is a big cost and the re-
pairs from storm damage on top of that.

“Granted we have had a good growth
season for grass, so that’s helped a lot of
people out, but it hasn’t equated to mon-
ey in the bank which is going to be the
hard part going forward.”

Rural' Life' v
Drop in milk payout forecast

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

g FRANKLIN

Mr Craw advised dairy farmers in
Hauraki-Coromandel plan ahead this
season to alleviate the recent “kick in the
guts” for them.

“Get some budgeting advice and con-
sultants’ advice as to how to best mini-
mise your expenses and maximise re-
turns to try and alleviate the pain in the
short term until things get back on track
and recover,” he said.

“We're all crossing fingers and hop-
ing this is a short term blip on the radar
and that things will turn around pretty
quick.”

Fonterra chief executive Miles Hur-
rell said the two main drivers behind the
price change were whole milk powder
demand in China not yet returning to
expected levels and milk production in
the Northern Hemisphere increasing as
it headed into its spring flush.

“With these factors weighing on de-
mand, prices have not increased to the
levels required to sustain a higher fore-
cast farmgate milk price for this season,”
he said.

“We recognise this change has an im-
pact on our farmers’ businesses, at a
time when many are facing increasing
costs.”

Mr Hurrell said to assist on-farm cash
flow, Fonterra had adjusted the advance
rate schedule to get cash to farmers ear-
lier.

The advance rate schedule is the pro-
portion of the season’s farmgate milk

100% LOCALVETS HERETO HELP 24/7

price paid to farmers each month.

“We have increased the March paid
April payment and plan to hold pay-
ments at that level until June,” he said.

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295.
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030.
www.franklinvets.co.nz
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1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz
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Govt funding sought for
flood protections

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Waikato Regional Council
is seeking millions of dol-

lars in funding from the gov-
ernment for a number of flood
protection and climate resil-
ience projects throughout the
region.

At a March 30 meeting, a re-
port outlined council’s intent to
seek up to $43 million to cover
14 projects across the Waikato.

“[The report] is about sup-
porting our existing work pro-
gramme and projects that are
already identified through our
long-term planning process,”
director of integrated catch-
ment management Greg Ryan
told the meeting.

“It is about making sure that
additional funding is there to
help offset those increasing
costs that our community is
facing.”

Included among the bid re-
quests were $2.8 million for
erosion and flood prone rivers,
streams and stream mouths in
Coromandel river catchments;
$1.1 million for Pipiroa stop-
bank piping failure repairs;
$580,000 for work on the
Ngatea stopbank; $3 million

for sediment trap digs in the
Firth of Thames/Waihou River;
$1.8 million for Thames Val-
ley diversion channel planting
and maintenance programme;
and $540,000 for work on the
pump station infrastructure at
Mangatawhiri.

The projects were chosen
based on the need to “urgent[ly]
respond to the increased

frequency and magnitude of
climate-change-influenced riv-
erine flood events,” the report
said.

“Council has been working
with central government for a
number of years to gain sup-
port for sustained government
investment in the renewal of
aging flood protection infra-
structure, along with invest-
ment in new flood risk manage-
ment initiatives that will help
communities to be more re-
silient to the effects of climate
change.”

The identified projects are al-
ready part of council’s current
works programme, and as such
they currently have funding al-
located from rates. However,
with the government’s call for
“shovel-ready” climate resil-
ience projects following Cov-
id-19 in 2020, and the council’s

previous success at gaining ad-
ditional funding, the council
has agreed to bid for govern-
ment co-investment.

“We are being as active as
we can in terms of highlight-
ing that it’s not just the hard
infrastructure, and particular-
ly when it comes to our flood
schemes,” Mr Ryan said.

“It is also about the damage
that has been sustained to our
catchments and the opportu-
nity to remediate that in order
to support a healthier and more
sustainable catchment.”

In 2020, the council received
funding of $18 million for pro-
jects aimed at managing flood
risk and improving community
resilience to climate change.

If the current bid is success-
ful, the funds received will
offset council funding require-
ments.

The outcome of this funding
bid is expected to be known
in May when the government
makes its budget announce-
ments. The council report
states it expects recent flood
events across the North Island
will lift the profile of its applica-

tion. ez sirlamx
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SH25A fix ‘too long’

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
Coromandel MP Scott Simpson
has condemned the lack of a
decision to repair State Highway
25A.
“It has been three months since
the Kopu-Hikuai highway closed,
but we still have no idea when the
road will be reopened. People have
been patient, but the lack of deci-
sion, let alone a start on the work
to get the road reopened is deeply
concerning,” Mr Simpson said.

“NZTA are meant to be making
an announcement about SH25A
in May, but three months has been
far too long to wait and is indica-
tive of the lack of urgency to fix
SH25A.”

Mr Simpson said local residents
were frustrated and angry.

“Our communities are resilient,
but I have spoken to many busi-
nesses who are at their breaking
point.

“Everyone is suffering and we
desperately need some positive
action. Any solution that does not
get the Kopu-Hikuai reopened
by Christmas simply is not good
enough, because the prospect of
a fourth devastating summer for
our region is too awtful to contem-
plate.”

Waka Kotahi NZ Transport
Agency said an announcement
was “imminent”. “[We] agree that
the work to repair SH25A is a high
priority,” acting regional manager
of infrastructure delivery Jason
Harrison said.

“Waka Kotahi is focused on
restoring vital access to the Co-
romandel as soon as possible.
Beyond the initial emergency re-
sponse, our focus also includes

long-term solutions so that SH25
and SH25A remain resilient.

“We acknowledge that Coro-
mandel residents, businesses and
visitors are very concerned about
how long it will take to rebuild
SH25A. While SH25A is closed,
Waka Kotahi is acutely aware of
the sacrifices locals, businesses
and communities are having to
make.”

Waka Kotahi will confirm their
preferred roading fix in May, and
is considering three options.

A bridge across the slip site is
considered the fastest option. A
steel bridge with precast deck el-
ements, lightweight long beams
and fewer piles would save time
over a bridge with concrete beams,
NZTA said. A bypass option would
require a new section of road
around the slip site, however,
geotechnical information showed
a bypass to the north would need
substantial digging out. Likewise,
moving the bypass closer to the
slip face would require rebuilding
an embankment, filling the slip
below and removing the old slip
material, a challenging task dur-
ing winter weather. There were
also concerns over where to place
the removed fill. The third option,
a retaining wall, would require the
rebuilding of the embankment
where the road slipped away. Soil
testing was undertaken on April 17
to see whether the ground condi-
tions would make this a viable op-
tion.

Waka Kotahi said expediting de-
livery would be a considerable fac-
tor in deciding the preferred op-
tiOIl. Fexzirlama
Joumalism
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WAIKATO
TRACTORS:

Contact
Graham Sara

027 654 0915

graham@waikatotractors.co.nz

www.waikatotractors.co.nz

Waikato Tractors Ltd

waikatotractors.ltd

VALTRA GEN -

2021 JOHN DEERE 6215R
$275,000 plus GST

Full spec tractor.

Commandpro
710/60R42

FL&PTO

Greenstar

Suit new buyer

1400 hours
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JOHN DEERE 6155M

$125,000 plus GST

3750 hours
Pick up hitch

Cab suspension

Very tidy

2014 JOHN DEERE 6140
$99,000 plus GST

Direct Drive Gearbox

4750 Hours
Trailer Brakes

A1,

FENDT 822/824

Selection of used
tractors available

From $195,000 plus GST

Get.a load of affordablefinancing with 1.99% p/a interest onall Valtra models across the entire range.
Take charge with ithe Valtra “S5th’ generation ‘range.” With cutting-edge” technology. and  design,
including - the ~easy-to-use interface of the SmartTouch and /A-Rillar.display,-and:our_unique Aires
suspension, Valtra“responds-rapidly to-even the biggest load ichanges. Offer only while stocks last -
ends June 30. Contact your l6cal dealer to find out'more.
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Watgr race system collapses

Hd"'

As part of a Valley Proﬁ/e series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1944

disturbing earth movement

in the Kauaeranga Valley
section of the Thames water race
led to the collapse of over 600ft
of the race system.

The town was now depend-
ent on a temporary supply from
Mangakirikiri, and would be for
some time. The water supply was
reduced by half, the use of hoses
prohibited, and residents urged
to make voluntary restrictions
as an alternative to the turning
off of the valves for a period each
day. Great care had to be taken
in the interests of health and to
provide adequate water for fire-
fighting. The borough engineer
d:lscribed the situation as criti-
cal.

BLACKBERRY STANDOFF

A kindly land owner at Paeroa
had refused to cut the black-
berry on his property during the
war so as not to deprive resi-
dents of fruit in a time of scarci-
ty. He replied to the Paeroa Bor-
ough Council, which had written
asking him to have all noxious
weeds controlled, that there
were only a few blackberries

Lookmg up Waiotahi Creek, Thames

growing on the roadside near
the property. When war broke
out he had arranged with a firm
of contractors to bulldoze them,
but as there was a great shortage
of fruit due to the dry season and
the government’s control of the
pip-fruit industry; and to ensure
that people would at least get
some jam, he decided to leave
them there. The blackberries also
provided a shelter belt for the
cows that supplied Paeroa with
milk. He would have the weeds
cut down now that the borough
council had discovered them and
inquired if he would see some of
their employees in the near fu-
ture. He signed off “Please for-
get about the blackberries —I
won't.” Laughter greeted the
reading of the letter.
HOUSEKEEPER SHORTAGE

The need for housekeepers for
farms was on the agenda at the
Tauranga Primary Production
Council. A deputation from the
Women’s Division of the Farm-
er’s Union stated that a scheme
had been in operation for many
years where housekeepers had
been provided temporarily to
country homes needing assis-
tance because of sickness or oth-

Photo: SUPPLIED

er causes. War work and essen-
tial duties had now taken all the
housekeepers, and the situation
was acute, causing cases of seri-
ous hardship. The Waihi district
was in dire straits.

Formerly a housekeeper had
been obtainable from Ngatea but
no one had been available for
some months past. Members of
the WDFU and neighbours were
called on to help often at extreme
inconvenience and self-sacrifice.
HORSE BREAKS LAW
Barney, the Waihi Borough
horse, broke the law when he
ended up on the wrong side of
the fence. Barney had a spirit of
independence that urged him to
seek green fields and pastures
new; but his enterprise was
curbed by the alert pound keep-
er, Mr Weeks, who took Bar-
ney into custody. Barney, when
asked to comment on the inci-
dent, would say neither yea nor
neigh. It was understood that
this was Barney’s third convic-
tion. Mr Weeks, in one month,
impounded four cows, two hors-
es, eight calves and one goat. The
council described Mr Weeks as
the best pound keeper they had
ever had.

Cosmo is the last of his siblings to be adopted from the SPCA.

5 months in SPCA for Cosmo

PET PROFILE

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
“very gentle” dog who was
dumped in Thames in Decem-
ber is the last of his brothers and
sisters to be adopted.

Cosmo was taken in by the
Thames SPCA on December 14 after
being found dumped as a newborn
pup at the Bird Hide on Brown St.

The mix-breed pup had six other
brothers and sisters who all found
homes, but he is still patiently wait-
ing for his turn, Thames SPCA cen-
tre attendant Brent Thomas told
The Profile.

“Cosmo and all his siblings spent
a lot of time with one of our staff
members’ children. Because of this,
he is wonderfully playful and very
gentle with children,” he said.

“Like most puppies, he loves to
play with other dogs and toys.”

Cosmo has had a thorough health
check; he’s desexed, microchipped;
and his vaccinations, worming, and
flea treatment is up to date.

Brent and his team have received
feedback from the people who
have adopted Cosmo’s brothers
and sisters and they said the dogs
have made for “the most wonderful
and loyal pets”.

“We truly believe Cosmo would
be the same, and we really can’t
understand why he hasn’t been
snapped up yet. Cosmo loves chil-
dren and he’s very gentle with
them,” he said.

“Cosmo had a rough start in life
and we want to be able to give him
the happy ending he deserves.”
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AlMotorcycle.

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph: 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic
graham@almotorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph: 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@almotorcycles.co.nz

www.almotorcycles.co.nz
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Stephen Young

0274 820 536
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P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES
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FEL or 3pt Linkage fittings
From: $2000 + GST
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SPORTS

A good catch

Thames High School and Waihi College played ball in
Waihi on April 6 for the Thames Valley Secondary School
softball championships. Each player aimed to be pitch
perfect and knock the ball out of the park. Reporter
GORDON PREECE headed along to catch the action.

-

Thames High School year 11 student Troy Costello slings the ball. Photos: GORDON PREECE
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Waihi C°||989 year 11 student Luke Butler keeps hisfocus,

Thames High School year 11 student Chloe Paynter prepares to swing.
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Firefighters set for fierce climb

By GORDON PREECE

Turua firefighting duo will
scend the tallest building
in the southern hemisphere
later this month for a flaming
good cause.

The annual Firefighter Sky
Tower Challenge attracts hun-
dreds of New Zealand firefight-
ers to race to the top of the
328m Auckland Sky Tower
carrying 25kg of gear and raise
funds and awareness for Leu-
kaemia and Blood Cancer New
Zealand (LBC).

Hannah Thorburn and Stacey
Frow, who have volunteered at
Turua Volunteer Fire Brigade
for a combined eight and a half
years, told The Profile it would
be their second year attempting
to conquer the fierce climb.

The duo, along with Wayne
Thorburn, were the first team
from the Turua brigade to com-
pete in the challenge last year.

“It’s pretty cool for a small
community to be able to do
something like that, especially
when you get to the Sky Tower
Challenge itself and you've got
all these permanent firefighters
rather than volunteers,” Han-
nah said.

“They’ve been training hard-
core for seven days a week and
then you beat them and then
you're like, ‘yeah, little town
Turua can do stuff’.”

Stacey said in addition to her
and Hannah climbing the Sky
Tower’s 51 flights of stairs, for
the challenge on May 20, she
would also compete in the Fire-
fighter of Steel category.

Hannah Thorburn, Ieft,-and Stacey Frow will race up the Auckland Sy

for Leukaemia and Blood Cancer New Zealand on May 20.

The category involves climb-
ing an additional 10 flights and
carrying a heavier cylinder.

“If I can make it in the same
time and go up the extra 10
floors it would be good for me,”
she said.

“I would never have possibly
thought about doing that but
then last year I also did the 9/11
memorial walk up the Sky Tow-
er and that goes to 61 floors, so
I thought if I could do it then, I
should be able to do it now.”

Stacey said she and Hannah

had trained for the event since
November last year, which in-
cluded scaling Jacob’s Ladder
in Thames wearing their full
firefighting kit.

The duo also planned to wear
tutus for the challenge again
this year, hence their team
name: Turua Tutus Team.

“Last year we were waiting
to do our walk and we noticed
before the climb there’s actually
a lot of teams dressed up, so the
whole team in kilts and things
like that,” she said.

- L [
Tower to raise funds and awareness

Photo: GORDON PREECE

“So we thought let’s go and
grab some tutus just to brighten
itup.”

Stacey said the team had
raised around $400 for the
charity this year and hoped to
raise a minimum of $1500.

Stacey said the Turua brigade
was also seeking more volun-
teers. “We would really love
people if they want to help out
the community to pop into a
training night on a Wednesday
at 7pm and see what we’re all
about,” she said.

Living rough

the site of a $1.5m Destination
Playground.

Last year, the district council
threw its support behind the
project.

Where the current play-
ground now sits, there will
soon be a revamped space for
all ages, as well as a Changing
Places toilet facility for people
who cannot use standard ac-
cessible toilets.

It’s all thanks to an anony-
mous philanthropic donation
of up to $1.5 million.

Thames Police say it’s not
ideal for the anti-social behav-
iours sometimes shown by the
tent residents to be witnessed
by local children, and Mayor
Len Salt agrees.

“It is an issue because we
need to be reassured that if
we’re going to encourage peo-
ple - especially young people
and children - to come and en-
joy the playground and use the
facilities, that they can do so
safely.

“If there’s anything around
that area that might put people
at risk, then the council has a
responsibility to address that.
We would want to do so in a
firm and fair way,” he says.

“We’d start by talking to the
agencies: Police, Ministry of
Social Development, and we
would get their guidance and
ask them for assistance.”

He also said the situation at
Danby Field would be included
in development conversations
going forward.
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Paeroa / Ngatea

/Richardsons

545 State highway 25

* Free standing fire/new drapes & carpet

RN1492

$859,000

* Modern kitchen/ stone bench tops & dble ovens
* 2605m2(m or I) High stud 9m x 7m shed
=3 el emd5 =1

8 Costello Drive

RN1491

Offers Over $985,000

* Designer kitchen/ scullery/ Stone bench top
* Multiple living zones in one home/ 2 heatpumps
* Double garage/ 5 car parking on section
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9 Te Mata Creek Road, Thames

Price guide: Offers over $695,000. This tidy 2 bedroom cottage has been a family get away for over 30 years
and now it is another families turn to create wonderful memories together. Situated off the main road but very
handy to the beach and across the road from the creek.

RT5735 - KATHY MUIR 027 33 44 600

By Negotiation
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10A Nahum Street, Paeroa

L

$595,000

Rotokohu Road $420,000 plus GST (if any)

13 Firth View Road, Thames

$679,000

This coastal escape property in beautiful Te Puru is set back off the road and offers the new owners a base
with opportunities to put their own stamp on. New modern kitchen, spacious bathroom/laundry & separate
toilet. The large 1343m2 section has had all new drainage laid & includes 2 garden sheds.

¢ 3 brms, contemporary bathroom & kitchen
* Large man cave, private entertaining patio
« Single carport, 550m2 (more or less) section

RG2011 -=3 w1 =1

e Lot 1, 6611m2 (more or less) close to Paeroa
« Titles issued, covenants apply, Flat contour
* For details phone Kevin Fathers 027 279 9800

RRP231

RT5767 - EVELYN LOWRY 021 828 384 —2 w1 ==

PAEROA
07 862 7888

NGATEA
07 867 7800
33 Orchard Road

THAMES
07 868 6978
556 Pollen Street

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

54 Belmont Road

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz thames@richardsons.co.nz
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Haurakl to thlnk pink

By GORDON PREECE

trio of Hauraki events are
lanned to take place this
month to raise funds for the
Breast Cancer Foundation NZ.

The charity said breast can-
cer was the most common can-
cer for New Zealand women,
and around 300 women in the
Waikato region were diagnosed
each year.

Lyn McHugh, who will host
the first line of fundraising
events for Hauraki at Paeroa’s
former racecourse on May 17,
told The Profile she hoped to
raise more than $1000 like the
past two luncheons had done.

“[Breast cancer is] some-
thing that just about structures
around most families... I know
so many people who have it
and [fundraising is] just some-
thing that is so worthwhile do-
ing,” she said.

“It’s helping to raise the
funds for [the foundation’s]
education and for the research
and more importantly the pa-
tient support and the support
that’s given to the families dur-
ing treatment and recovery.

“This will be our third one,
we've raised around $1200 in
the last two so I'm hoping to do
the same again.”

Lyn encouraged those who

Three Pink Ribbon events are planned throughout the Hauraki

district next month.

wished to attend to book in
advance as there would be a
limited number of walk-ins al-
lowed.

A second Pink Ribbon lunch-
eon with entertainment, raffles
and activities is also planned
to take place at Paeroa RSA on
May 20.

The event, where bookings
are essential for catering pur-
poses, will be hosted by the fe-
male members of the RSA and
Mel’s Catering Paeroa, with all
proceeds from the raffles being
donated to the Breast Cancer
Foundation.

A third Pink Ribbon lunch-

File Photo: GORDON PREECE

eon is planned to take place on
May 25 at St Paschal’s Catholic
Church in Ngatea.

DETAILS: Pink Ribbon luncheon at
Paeroa’s Old Racecourse, May 17,
11am to 1:30pm, $10 per person,
contact 027 681 8610 to book a
table.

Pink Ribbon luncheon at Paeroa
RSA, May 20, 1:30pm to 3:30pm,
510 per person, contact mc-
paeroa@gmail.com or 021 759
546 to book.

Pink Ribbon luncheon at St Pas-
chal’s Catholic Church in Ngatea,
May 25, 11:30am, $10 donation
(or what you can afford), contact
021 268 1472 for enquiries.

Ganesh’s Pink Ribbon pancakes

Celebrity foodie Ganesh Raj is asking
Waikato locals to show their support
for Kiwis affected by breast cancer
this May by hosting a Pink Ribbon
Breakfast, Breast Cancer Foundation
NZ's largest annual fundraiser.

The co-host of TVNZ's Eat Well for
Less has created a mouth-watering
new recipe for Pink Ribbon Break-
fast - Raspberry Ricotta Pancakes
with Raspberry Compote — to show
his support for the cause and entice
more hosts to sign up. Ganesh says he
is inspired by the improving survival
rates of breast cancer in New Zealand
thanks to early detection and access
to effective treatment, but more still
needed to be done.

INGREDIENTS

Ingredients for pancakes:

2 cups flour

4 tsp baking powder

¥ tsp salt

2 cups ricotta cheese

Y cup granulated sugar

1% cups milk

2 tsp vanilla extract

1 cup fresh raspberries (rough chop)
4 eggs

Ingredients for raspberry compote:
2 cups frozen raspberries

Y% cup granulated sugar

2 tsp lemon juice

% cup water

Toppings:

2 cups fresh strawberries (sliced)
Maple syrup

Mascarpone (a dollop if you want)
METHOD

Mix the flour, baking powder, salt,

and sugar in a big bowl. The ricotta
cheese, milk, eggs, and vanilla es-
sence should all be thoroughly blend-
ed in a separate basin.

Just combine the dry components
with the addition of the wet ingredi-
ents. Avoid overmixing. Add the rasp-
berries, chopped, in a gentle fold. A
non-stick pan should be heated over
a medium heat. Use cooking spray or
a little butter on the pan. For each
pancake, pour roughly 1/4 cup of bat-
ter into the griddle. Cook for 2 to 3
minutes, or until surface bubbles de-
velop. When golden brown, flip the
food over and cook for an additional
1-2 minutes. Continue until all the
batter is done.

In a medium saucepan over medium-
high heat, combine the raspberries,
sugar, lemon juice, and water to
make the raspberry compote. Cook
for 5-7 minutes, or until the mixture
has thickened, after bringing to a sim-
mer. Along with the compote of rasp-
berries, serve with some thinly sliced
strawberries, and maple syrup. Mas-
carpone it for next level good times!

JOB VACANCIES

e Bowowval Hovora o Haorakd

ant to join an awesome kaupapa Maori
tion? Nau mail. tono mai

E?ﬁ TE KOROWAI

PLLLUMDIR S O BLALLRELA ]

That's

L} OS08B35676

{:I KOrowal.co.nz

Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames

www.walterandco.co.nz
Instagram@walter_andco

What is - AY How does
Bowen? B Q W I E C H it work?
Bowen is muscle and
Tie Plaigopnid Framten Tecklaniaqus Bowen encourages
connective tissue - ! the body to s
therapy, appropriate realign/balance
for all ages. itself.
* Back Pain/Sciatica * Respiratory Problems & * Tinnitus
* Groin Pain, Pelvic Tilt & Hay Fever « Hip, Knee, Ankle &
Uneven Leg Length * Earache & TMJ Problems Foot Problems
* Digestive & Bowel * RSI, Carpal Tunnel & .
Problems Tennis Elbow CLenis
* Stress & Anxiety * Migraines & Other (infants respond well)
* Fibromyalgia Headaches * Neck & Shoulder Problems
Pam Smith 021 293 5896 « Thames
Registered
: Professional : 3 ;
. ofession pamjsmith.nz@gmail.com
- Practitioner .
2 H":‘:i % Nurco www.pamsmithbowen.com

Thames
(entre

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm
(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Ph 07 8685100 — Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Pharmacy®

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames
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SR 24,990

STOCK AVAILABLE NOW!! Featuresincice:

e 1.4L DOHC MPI D-CVVT Petrol Engine

® 6-speed Automatic

¢ 15" Alloys

* 6 Airbags

* Forward Collision Avoidance Assist -
Car / Pedestrian / Cyclist
Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist
Driver Attention Alert

Rear Parking Sensors

Rearview Monitor with
Dynamic Guidelines

LED Daytime Running Lights

Halogen Bi-Function Projection
Headlamps with Static Bending Light

8" Touchscreen Infotainment

4.2" TFT LCD Colour Supervision
Instrument Cluster

Wireless Apple CarPlay™
& Android Auto™

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

(D) 5 VEAR ey, &) svenr e

(OR UP TO 100,000 KMS)

LT

“MRP is the Maximum Refail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 100,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and Conditions apply, see Kia.co.nz for full details.

Ph 07 868 8951 - Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 - www.ThamesKia.co.nz

2022 Toyota H |qu THAMES PAEROA 2017 Toyota C-HR
Cruiser = 1.8L HYBRID
Qualifies for
Clean
Car
rebate
4WD,
Auto, Top Spec
2021 Toyota RAV4, GXL, Auto, Towbar $41,990 2020 Toyota Corolla 1.8P Hybrid G, Low KM’s $36,790
2019 Toyota Prado, VX Ltd, Top Spec $72,990 2019 Toyota Land Cruiser Prado VX 2.8D $67,990
2019 Toyota RAV4 GX, 2.0Ltr 534,990 2019 Toyota RAV4 GX 2.0P 2WD, NZ New $34,990
2019 Toyota HiLux SR, 2WD, Auto, Alloys $34,990 '
2019 Honda HR-V, Low Kms, NZ New $24,990 2018 Toyota Hilux SR5, 2.8TD, 4WD, 6AT $48,990
2018 Toyota Hilux, SR5, Auto, 2WD $41,990 2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL 2.0P 2WD $29,990
2018 Toyota Rav4, GXL, AWD, 2.5 Petrol $28,990 2018 Kia Sportage LX+ 2.0D, AWD, NZ New $29,990
2018 Toyota Corolla Hatches from $19,990 2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL, 2.0P, 2WD $27,990
2017 T?yota CH-R, turbo, 3 to choose from $29,990 2018 Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P NZ New $24,990
2017 Kia Sportage, NZ New from $19,990 .
2017 Toyota Vitz, Hybrid $18,990 2017 Toyota Vitz 1.5P HYBRID $19,990
2016 Hyundai Sante Fe Elite, Alloys, Steps $29,990 2016 Toyota Hilux S 2.8D 5MT 2WD $32,990
2016 Hyundai Tuscon, Elite $29,990 2014 Toyota Hilux 3.0TD, DCC, 4WD, 5AT $32,990

Valley Toyota Thames Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa

www.richards.toyota.co.nz ¢ 07 862 7674

www.valley. toyota co.nz ¢ 07 868 8950

Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564 )
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264 Contact - Kent Ravenhill e 027 878 0642

Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929 Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642
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CALL THE EXPERTS
-
& TREE | 2o oo pues| Take the time o talk

<3 SH APES Pruning * Clearing * Storm Clean Up In our journey across the course  gather together and support one

gt = ' Qualified, experienced, of life we experience many another and celebrate your life
Qualdfied Anboriots fully insured different stages and events our without the responsibility of
- Treework Large & Small Trusted treework for over 25 years lif bel d fulfilli Kine difficult choices i
+~ Stump Grinding -~ Hedge Trimming Call today life may be long and fulfilling or  making difficult choices in very
# Fruit Tree Pruning = Chipping it may be tragically cut short but  emotional circumstances.
For a free quote call we all live a life that should be
07 868 3985 or 0274 726627 || Sl | remembered and celebrated by
BUILDER /| CARPENTER our family and friends who are
left behind.

Architectural design QuALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. Mt A

Plans and documentation for id t only value, but it
alterations and M an y yea rs fsr:resesseii)iafga};tvszealrh;
ainti.ons to existing b.uild.ings. ex perien ce. grieving. The importance of
Building consent applications. preplanning your final farewell
LBP Design - Contact Richard P h Peter allows your loved ones to

Tel: 022 050 3157

Email: richard@sketch-it.co.nz 027 496 5241

F‘E‘DFEEEIEHEL
TEAI:IE EEF-!‘U"IEEE

- Ficuss Rencwaiions - KAchsms AL - Beody Coaporsis Meinisnesncs
Frogr 1r|-'r:-d Maintsnance

Frgaiil il Budlabng Cansant work lodged

¢ Pre-Planning ¢ Traditional &
e Direct Cremation = Bespoke Funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362

valleyfuneralservices.com

Funeral Directors

CIrrIm
= K e Lawn mowing
c h I m n ey o Weedeating

v i
o Hedge & tree trim i .‘ j d/ﬁl/ ELEJRN\I/EIEEE
3 &

C:IH'ill.:n I. W T E-EHT
BUILDING SUPPLIES
For all your
building supplies

Trade welcome Sweep| ng » Secton dearing )
79 Kopu Rd, Thames S Faniat r%moval Jn._
Phone 868 0130 Rich Visick 0800 464 898 o Interior house clean Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki

Alaine Hedges New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges o One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

& Thames Corromandel Districts

027 424 4217 / 07 862 5114

Coromandel, Hauraki & Beyond
Heights Certified & Insured

ELECTRICIAN

®

Traditional & Bespoke Funerals

Direct Cremation

DRiVING COURSES

Driving lessons

ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR

e Caravan e-wofs
4l * Home and Business

Pre-Planning

Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

! < lectrical inspecti
Learner Licence courses* ~ . INNIS ELECTRICAL . f;; ;ﬁzrg;?c?{cli;hn;ng
Defensive Driving courses* a0 epechons -
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone) ndustrial g \027 539 5572 « Solar power inspections Des & Chrlstlne Necklen
*register your interest Commerecial - theinnis@xtra.co.nz Funeral Directors

Servicing Hauraki,
Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

*see if you are eligible for free courses New Installations <« Registered
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz Re-Inspections N Electrician &
= ® Electrical WOF’s EIectncaTInspector

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area_

Supply & Installation for

71 Digger, Bulldozer ; \ 2 i >
L, gger, _ Domestic & Commercial Call the Gardener e T ‘lr!ad,l*
b & Truck Hire .C . Vinvl ety e b
arpet - Viny : JLIM“T'H
» Mulching - Laminate - Polyurethane o] HAIRCUTS
” Contact us for your o BT
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, free Measure and Quote
palm kernel, hay & maize silage Phone : 021 020 47027 B R
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz
PHone Tim 027 278 5384 r@’::!'""- " Call Paul (028) 4640 600 APPOINTMENTS Across From MiTre 10
T & A MCWATTERS LTD L-éql;m www.callthegardener.conz NOT NEEDED  PoLLEN St THAMES
Bl 2 Homeki. HOME MAINTENANCE HYDRAULIC HOSES MOBILE MECHANIC
Hunts Home Kills HOUSEWASH il
We have over 30 years of butchery expertise. SOFT-WASH the exterior of your hOUSE, : .rf' muh H
: \é\;&ag;r:ﬁeéigsteﬁ :,23?:& g;iglljz:zmer. E' Y rOOfIOI‘ p;.atlos, fences & driveways. U s m Enha HIBS
« Professional facilities. Y Cleaning, moss treatment & We come to you...

* Smoked meats are our specialty. waterblasting for 25 years.

e 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum 4" Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,

: : Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service ) _
* Game orders over 10kg Also clean exterior windows. Whangamatay/Thamesfcoromandel Region campervans, machmery & small engines
® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

h b: Mik Call 0800 737 777 or ) e A - 4 Batteries available
O butthersspron@yahoocomz Anton direct on 027 313 4386 Clew  Mate °?7‘7'z:;3 996 = "‘] : Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz for Sence Tral Counls Email: robosvette@gmail.com
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CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

M PantER
=

i e s snly

* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

+ Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

DOG TREATS

.*-'h'l?han?_aes Market
“everyiSaturday " {5
“¥ RainloriShinek

E: debst'fa.dogs@gmail.com
FB: Debis|Dog Treats'n'Meats

Plurnbing
ﬂlaser

PLUMBING « DRAINAGE * GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021
Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

=ma

= TYRE and BATTERY

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

AUENS[UNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LiQui
SPECIALISTS

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

[PRECISION|

"WINDSCREENS /
We come lo W

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
Www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

'

ASTE

Handyman Services

Situation Vacant

THAMES HANDYMAN
& BUILDING SERVICES
Building,
home maintenance &
general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton 0273 913 283

Public Notice

A
=
—

RAKI

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Council Land Drain
Maintenance Programme

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the Hauraki
District Council Drainage Bylaw Clause 10.1, that
Council's annual drain maintenance programme
will operate from November 2022 to June 2023.

During this time council staff and contractors will
be entering onto private property to spray aquatic
weeds by vehicle or helicopter using an approved
weed control chemical or to clear drains using an
excavator. Work will take place in these areas:

Drainage District Town
Western Plains Ngatea
Eastern Plains Kerepehi
Komata North Turua
Opukeko Paeroa
Tirohia Waihi
Rotokohu Whiritoa
Taramaire Kaiavua

Individual property owners will be advised only
when the excavator is in their area, before work
starts.

LD Cavers

Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

Last month’s winner of the lotto ticket was
Michael Anderson, who found Pete in the April

19th edition in the O’Hagan Visique advert.
Go to page 2 for details on how to enter.

CLASSIFIEDS - peadiine 1pm Monday

Church Notices

Handyman

Storage  |Trades & Services

Thames Spiritualist
Church, Sunday April
2nd, 2pm Grahamstown
Hall. Speakers:
Margaret Edmunds and
Eric King.

Gardening

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number,
anywhere.
Different machines for
different applications.
Over 20 years

experience.
Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your
stump problems.

027 439 0367

Mowing, hedges,
fencing, gardening,
carpentry, painting,
retaining walls, welding,
waterblasting. Work is
good quality and | will
not attempt to work
outside of my skills.
Insured. Dennis Schuler
022 129 0169

Small husband and
wife craftsman building
company. Nathan is on
tools bringing 20+ years

STORAGE

KOPU, PAEROA

TE AWAMUTU experience. NZ qualified
“New Units” and LPB registered.
ew Units Specialising in unique
Ph 027 440 7101 and challenging projects.
07 868 3033 Restoration and

renovation with design
and assistance from your
ideas to council approved

Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

—
_—

HAURAKI

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Library Assistant
(casual/on-call)

We are looking for a positive and customer-focused
person who has the flexibility to be available on a
casual on-call basis across the Hauraki District
Libraries. Ideally, you will have excellent customer
service skills and enjoy dealing with a diverse range
of people. You will also need to be computer literate
with the ability to multi-task across a range of
applications. If you're dedicated to serving your
community and have the flexibility to do casual
hours as required (including Saturdays), then this
could be the opportunity for you.

Applications close 08 May 2023

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

To apply for this job go to:
haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz/Vacancies
6314771

Employment Opportunity!

PCST OSCAR Program
Coordinator

The Paeroa Community Support Trust is
an organisation with Christian ethos and
values. We operate from two community
centres in Paeroa providing resources
and support in a caring and loving way
to meet the needs of the community of
Paeroa and surrounding districts. We
support Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

We are looking for a coordinator for our
OSCAR-approved services.

Our ideal candidate will have:

 Ideally have qualifications relating
to primary age children OR be

willing to obtain

» Energy, enthusiasm, and
imagination to design and develop
programs

« Excellent communication skills

 Ability to handle multiple
responsibilities and priorities in a

calm and professional way

» High standards of personal integrity
and professionalism

« Build on current staff capacity

* Full drivers license

This position is for 3 hours per afternoon,
Monday to Friday during term time;
additional hours will be required during
school holidays (for 8 weeks holiday
program pa)

A position description is available on
request from the Hauraki Resource
Centre phone 07 8626110.
Closing date for applications
Friday 12th May 2023.
Applications including a CV and cover
letter should be emailed to
admin@pc.org.nz

Situation Vacant

Situation Vacant

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based. Ph 021
060 7659

- plans.
. . STORE 4 U Waihi.
Sltuatlon Clean, dry, alarmed. 027 4177343
Vacant Call Curly 021 746 608. [ITI4]I [\ [0} ([¥]
Class 5 driver, tipping | Trades & Services Kerepehi
exp. preferred. Ph 027 Bowls and
490 5994
FENCING Sports Club
RRte?'f’e"“a'lf 2”“' will be held in the
etaining walls & more
Thames Valley ) g . Clubrooms,
Storage — secure, dry High quality workmanship ||| 202 Kaikahu Rd,
units available, two Competitive prices Kerepehi
sizes. Call Trev 027
4076966 Call Matt on Sat 20th May
021 1727 148 at 2pm

G

i B A B N 1

Py
Data Entry Administrator
We are seeking an administrator with accurate
data entry skills and strong attention to detail to
cover maternity leave.
Hours approx. 10-12 hours per week
— days negotiable.
Commencement will be beginning of May.
Please send CV to office@Ibtcement.co.nz

or call Catherine: 07 867 7588

Purnell

Legal Assistant / PA

We require a legal assistant / PA to assist an
experienced lawyer working across a range
of practice areas. We offer a supportive

and collegial work environment with the
opportunity to develop your career through
experience and training.

Applicants will have the following qualities:

» Attention to detail

» Excellent computer skills

* Confident communication - written &
verbal

This role is 5 days per week with part time
hours which are negotiable for the right
applicant.

Please send your CV and cover letter to
info@purnell.nz by Friday 5 May 2023
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SPORTS REPORTS

Send us your sports reports and photos: email

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Annual tennis champs held

Thames Tennis Club held its an-
nual club champs on Sunday,
April 16 in perfect autumn con-
ditions. There were some close-
ly-fought finals with all games
cheered on by a great crowd of
supporters.

The over 65s section was a
popular event. The men’s dou-
bles final was taken out in the
end by the strong pairing of Pete
McGaffin and Noel Coxhead.
The mixed doubles was won by
Paul Heffernan (Heff) and Kay
Rickman. A new men’s singles
champ was found in the form
of Roger Cook who wore down
his opponent with some steady
play. The men’s doubles final
was taken out by Barry McGaffin
and Jon Ballantyne in a closely
contested three-setter.

The women’s final was con-
vincingly won yet again by Ma-
ree Jamieson and the mixed
doubles was won by Gary and
Maree Jamieson.

DETAILS: To join up or have a go,
email Thames Tennis Club via
www.thamestennisclub.com.

- Thames Tennis Club

Maree Jamieson and Gary
Jamieson. BELOW: Kay Rickman,
Paul Heffernan; Pete McGaffin and
Noel Coxhead.

Dawn Finch’s winning shot. BELOW: Peter Ne|| congratulates Dawn Finch on

her win.

Photos: SUPPLIED

Strong competition for trophy

It is not often that the Thames
Croquet Club members play
singles, but on April 13, a doz-
en players in two sections com-
peted for the Day Trophy.

The five courts, at 101 Beach
Rd, were dotted with players
smartly dressed in the club’s
colours of white and red as
they each played five handi-
cap games over the course of
the day. The competition was
strong, and games were close.

In the first section, the run-
ner up was Annie Adams, who
won four games, and the win-
ner was Dawn Finch with five
wins.

In the alternate section, the
runner up was Maggie McE-
wing, who also won four games
and the winner was Peter Neil.

On Monday, April 17, keenly
watched by other club mem-
bers, the winners of each sec-
tion had a play-off, playing the
best of three games. It was an
exciting game, with more than

one ‘hoop in one’, some spec-
tacular ‘jump shots’, and long
distance roquet (deflection)
shots. In the first game, Peter
Neil won 7/5. Both the second
and third games went to a tie
breaker with Dawn Finch win-
ning each at 7/6 and becoming
the holder of the Golf Croquet
handicap singles Day Trophy
2023.

- Thames Croquet Club

SUNDAY CONCERT

Thames Music Group’s next Sunday
concert features New Zealand pianist
Katherine Austin together with cellist
Hyein Kim at St George’s Church on
May 7 at 2pm. Hyein Kim was born
in 1999 in Seoul, South Korea and
moved to Christchurch in 2007. At
13, he was awarded first prize at the
International Padova Competition
in Italy. He has been awarded first
prize in the Gisborne International
Music Competition and second
prize in the 2021 National Concerto
Competition. In 2017, Hyein won the
New Zealand Secondary Chamber
Music Competition wth his Yerevan
Trio from Hillcrest High School, he
was awarded the Most Promising
Cellist prize at the inaugural Wallace
International Cello competition as
well as being selected as second
prize in the 50th National Concerto
Competition and received a
wonderful opportunity to play with
the NZSO. Pianist Katherine Austin
has been head of Piano Studies at
the University of Waikato for 21
years. She performs regularly around
New Zealand and overseas, touring
frequently for Chamber Music New
Zealand, and broadcasting regularly
on Radio New Zealand Concert.
Tickets: $20 cash at the door, TMG
Members $15.

WEATHER STATION REMOVED
MetService’s Paeroa weather station,
previously located at the Paeroa
Racecourse, has been removed. Due
to redevelopment works at the site,
MetService said it was no longer a
suitable location for the equipment.
MetService has confirmed it no
longer has a weather station in the
area, and it has instead been given
access to Fire and Emergency NZ’s
Paeroa weather station data.

OUR LOCAL

VOLUNTEER IN

Volurneenng

NEWSPRINT

COMMUNITY HEALTH FORUM 4
What matters to your

COMMUNITY?

4
We have a focus on enabling better access to local
community health and wellbeing

Topics include — Local community feedback on what
matters most in terms of the Te Tara o Te Whai Hauraki
Locality Plan, and discussion on the new health system.

Come along and share your knowledge and experience
as we work together on these matters

These meetings are open to everyone

Hauraki - Coromandel
Thursday 11 May Tlam-1pm
Hato Hone | St John Hall,
285/345 Tiki Road, Coromandel
Face-to-face forum

Te Tara o Te Whai Hauraki locality
Te Whatu Ora

YOUR COMMUNITY é

wwwivalunteeringwaikato.orgnz

m

TODAY!

#1 Administrator (Paeroa, Waih1)

If organising, arranging, sorting and creating
are your thing, Victoria Tramway have the
administrator role you've been waiting for!

#2 Heritage Investigators (Thames)

Assist researchers, especially on Saturdays,
to locate relevant documentary heritage
materials and resources within the
Coromandel Heritage Trust collection.

#3 Programme Assistant (Thames)

Volunteer for a few hours a week with
Enliven Day Services and connect with our
older community members.

#4 Train Guard (Waih1)
Join the Goldfields Railway Team and provide
a wonderful experience to our passengers!

Volunteer today! Phone 07 839 3191

Roll ends for sale
800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the
Valley Profile office:
2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:
Ph 0204 0944 853
Perfect for school holidays
- art and craft,
moving, table coverings

and more .....

Profile

Thames) Valley/Club) Rugby/

SENIORA Thursday May 4th

Hauraki North V

Saturday May 6th

Waihi V
Thames V

Whangamata V

All Senior A games start at 2.35pm (unless stated) -Teams named first indicate home team

Hauraki North Diamonds Women’s v United Matamata Sports, at Bedford Park, 1.00pm
on Saturday 6th May.
Rugby United Under 21s V Pirongia, at Pirongia Rugby & Sports Club,
1.00pm on Saturday 6th May

SENIORB

Hauraki North \"
Whangamata \
Tairua Vv

Ngatea
Waihou
Coromandel

Paeroa 7.45pm

Mercury Bay
Te Aroha COBRAS

Waihou JE5CERF

Thur May 4th
Sat May 6th
Sat May 6th

6.30pm
1.00pm
2.35pm
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THAMES VALLEY

CREMATORY

LTD.

Thames: (15km radius) $2750 incl GST
Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa,

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz

DIRECT CREMATION

SUPPORT

LOCAL

Ngatea $3045 incl GST

CONTACT: 07 868 6003

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

[ °%
Forever
Pets

PET CREMATORIUM

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

SUPPORT

CONTACT: Forever Pets

LOCAL
07 868 6003. '

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.
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JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Brother or sister (7)
4 Working
industriously, non-stop
(4,2,1,3)

9 Exact (7)

13 Well ventilated (4)
14 Root vegetable (6)
15 Conflict, discord (6)
16 Obstacle (7)

18 Dead heat (3)

20 Brainwashing hype
(10)

21 Sobriquet (8)

22 Circumference (5)
25 Underhand (6)

26 Wheedle (6)

28 Roast lamb
condiment (4,5)

33 Singing voice (8)
34 Freewheels (6)

35 Small axe (7)

39 Small piece broken
off (8)

40 Bring to mind (6)
41 Drink made from
honey (4)

42 Damp (5)

43 Find out (5)

46 Admire
disproportionately
(3,2,1,8)

53 Loaf outer (5)

56 Examine (5)

57 Remaining (4)

58 Alehouse (6)

59 Reckless
mischievous adventure
(8)

62 Pried (7)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

63 Subtle distinction (6)
64 Half-time (8)

67 Began again (9)
69 Motif (6)

70 Standing posture (6)
74 Bow-legged (5)

75 Telescope (8)

77 Brotherhood (10)
81 Lip (3)

83 The meantime (7)
84 Blanket-like cloak
(6)

85 Arrival (6)

86 Long soft seat (4)
87 Bishop’s hooked
staff (7)

88 Small village (10)
89 Uppermost (7)
DOWN

1 Inundate (5)

2 Acquired temporarily
(8)

3 Worldwide (6)

4 Insipid (5)

5 Catch sight of (4)

6 Non-attendance (7)
7 Continent (6)

8 Of small and delicate
build (5)

10 Wander (4)

11 Of the heart (7)

12 Detective (6)

17 Board game (10)
19 Vacate (5)

23 Predicted (8)

24 Navigation device
(5)

25 Adept (7)

27 Eagerly expectant
(4)

29 Narrow connecting
land (7)

30 Abduct (6)

31 Song (6)

32 Official count (6)
34 Muscle seizure (5)
36 Singing group (5)
37 Molten rock from
volcano (4)

38 Gay festivity (4)
44 Make longer (6)
45 Communication
device (5)

47 Not new (4)

48 Silhouette (7)

49 Song of loyalty (6)
50 Messenger (5)

51 First (8)

52 Shine (6)

53 Persons in a novel,
play (10)

54 US state (4)

55 Thick sweet liquid
(7)

60 Trivial (5)

61 Male deer (4)

65 Burial chamber (5)
66 Counterpoison (8)
68 Perpetual (7)

69 Undress (7)

71 Long flag (6)

72 Team'’s lucky charm
(6)

73 Foul smell (6)

76 Garden figure (5)
78 Metal fastener (5)
79 Leavening (5)

80 Heap (4)

82 Labyrinth (4)

ACROSS: 1 Get away with murder, 10 Trisects, 15 Blouse, 16 Photograph, 17 Schedule, 19 Vinegar,
21 Solid, 22 Vocalists, 25 Foolhardy, 27 Curious, 29 Scenic, 33 Cross, 34 Trespass, 36 Accelerate, 39
Urn, 41 Journey, 42 Blazer, 43 Idiocy, 44 Ogre, 45 Ascends, 48 Enticement, 53 Liberty, 57 Aunt, 58
Squall, 59 Estate, 60 Foghorn, 62 Elk, 64 Heightened, 65 Harmless, 66 Ebony, 69 Excite, 70 Absolve,
71 Retaliate, 76 Selection, 77 Tabby, 78 Clothes, 83 Yearbook, 84 Family tree, 85 Manual, 86 Detoxify,
87 Not for love or money.

DOWN: 2 Eclair, 3 Amuse, 4 Ace, 5 Wept, 6 Twofold, 7 Myopia, 8 Rare, 9 Euphoria, 11 Recoil, 12
Spectacles, 13 Clue, 14 Shellac, 18 Manuscript, 20 Ally, 23 Cairn, 24 Enlarger, 26 Observe, 28
Upsurge, 30 Errors, 31 Banzai, 32 Pencil, 35 Salon, 37 Enemy, 38 Weld, 40 Nile, 45 Awash, 46
Convince, 47 Sequel, 48 Exacerbate, 49 Tile, 50 Chekhov, 51 Mature, 52 Natal, 54 Idol, 55 Exhibit,
56 Throng, 61 Chatterbox, 63 Usual, 67 Colorado, 68 Sill, 69 Enjoyed, 72 Embargo, 73 Set off, 74
Lawyer, 75 Debate, 79 Tango, 80 Oast, 81 Tiff, 82 Cede, 85 Mar.
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Puriri golfer on fairway to America

By GORDON PREECE

q drive to become an engi-
eer and professional golf-

er prompted Ryan Courtney to
tee up his tertiary education in
a place John Denver described
as “almost heaven”.

The 18-year-old Puriri golfer
told The Profile he received a
scholarship for Wheeling Uni-
versity in West Virginia in the
United States, and planned to
travel there in late July, as it
trundled a “really nice” course
for both golf and engineering
science.

“It looks like a really nice
school, it’s also got some very
nice climate in terms of study-
ing,” he said.

“In terms of golf, the coach
is very experienced and he’s
bringing in a lot of freshmen
in my year, so it looks like it’s
going to be quite a young team
that’s going to grow a lot over
the years.

“I hope to get a degree in en-
gineering science but also im-
prove my golf in the hopes of
turning pro in the States.”

Ryan said he would get
into the swing of things at the
Wheeling campus in August
and planned to study and com-
pete in golf for four years.

“T've always liked the sciences
and I've always liked building
and creating and designing, so

Ryan Courtney said the USA would pave his way to become a professional golfer.

that pretty much nails it togeth-
er into engineering,” he said.
“[My parents and I] are also
doing a trip before the actual
school starts to have a look

through the States.”

Ryan, who attended Hauraki
Plains College followed by St
Peter’s School in Cambridge for
his final year in 2022, said he

Photo: GORDON PREECE

began competing in golf in 2019
when he followed in the foot-
steps of his father, Clark Court-
ney.

“Dad’s always been a golfer

WHYTELINE

Driven by
humans

The Ignis is a real car for real people. Perfectly tuned
to be easy to drive, breezy to park and simple to own.
You’ll feel right at home in a Suzuki Ignis.

Perfectly practical. Practically perfect.

[ CLEAN CAR REBATE UPT0 $2,490° |

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ |

39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA |

HAURAKI’'S HOME OF € SUZUKI

and he’s the main green keep-
er [at Paeroa Golf Course]. I
stopped playing soccer so I
needed to pick up a sport and
gave golf a try, and pretty much
fell in love with it,” he said.

Last year in the New Zealand
Secondary School Champion-
ships, Ryan helped St Peter’s
golf team place second, shoot-
ing one over par through two
rounds. He also placed second
in the junior Kaimai Classic held
on April 20-21, shooting rounds
of 72 to 69 to finish three under
par and came second by a shot.

Ryan said he was also a club
champion at Paeroa Golf Club.

A team of four Ambrose 18-
hole golf tournament to chip
in funds for Ryan will be held
at Paeroa Golf Club on May 28,
with a shotgun start at 10am.

“I'm very happy with every-
thing that’s being planned for
it, it looks like it’s going to be
a really great day and a lot of
money is going to be raised, and
we’ve got some great sponsors,”
he said.

“I'm hoping to raise between
$10,000 and $15,000, that will
cover the majority of the costs
for the trip.

“We're looking to get as many
people out playing as possible
and we’re trying to make the
day as fun as possible for eve-
rybody.”

07 862 8783




