Carving symposium to preserve mighty oak, P3
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By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

he kids at Kaiaua School were
disconnected.

There were cracks in their com-
munication, and through all the
stress of Covid, they had forgot-
ten how to be kind.

Seeing what was happening in
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e playground and in the class-
room, Kaiaua’s principal, Matua
Karlos Bosson, sought out ways
to make things right again.

And as it turns out, horses have
been just the thing to remind the
pupils what it means to be com-
passionate.

On a sunny Monday morn-
ing at Annarehab in Miranda,

young students - aged between
10 and 13 - lead their blindfolded
partners and their chosen horses
through a series of obstacles.

“You did it, you did it!” one of
them cries out. “Good job!”

It’s a jovial exclamation, a ver-
bal pat-on-the-back by a peer,
and it’s these sorts of interactions
that had been missing from the
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Joyce Ratahi, Caylin Mitchell, and Maria
the experience a ‘ten out of ten uto

firth-side Hauraki school.

“Last year, we had a few things
happen at the school, and I know
that it stemmed from Covid and
other stuff,” Matua Bosson tells
The Profile.

“And even though we've got a
small class, the different types
of behaviors that we were expe-
riencing around the school, we
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Just knew something was going
on that we needed to get to the
bottom of. It was just that niggly
communication that was coming
through, and kids not treating
each other respectfully.”

Hoping to rid the young stu-
dents of their stress, anxiety,
and trauma, and to better their

CONTINUED ON P2
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"No more niggles’ at Kaiaua School

CONTINUED FROM P1

mental health and well-being,
Matua Bosson contacted Ma-
ria Baigent, who, alongside her
daughter Anna, runs the equine
rehabilitation farm Annarehab.

The pair have taken in ex-race-
horses with injuries or illnesses
and have transformed them into
therapy horses that work with a
variety of people of all ages, gen-
ders, and outlooks.

Matua Bosson, who knows
first-hand how a horse can work
wonders on a person’s well-be-
ing, asked Maria to present her
team-building programme to
the school’s Board of Trustees.

The board committed to fund-
ing the programme for 14 of
its students for seven weeks.
However, there is hope that the
Ministry of Education can share
some, if not all, of the cost.

“I'm humbled that the school
picked us and I am humbled
that they were brave enough to
go outside and find help for their
children. T think that is incred-
ibly courageous,” Maria Baigent
says.

“T am so proud to be involved
with the school, but I am sad,
because I've been a teacher and
a deputy principal and the only
sadness I have is that they are
funding this themselves.”

Maria is Annarehab’s certi-
fied equine assisted learning
facilitator, and with some 25
years of classroom experience,
she’s been drawn to helping chil-
dren who experience difficulties
learning in a traditional school
environment.

* o

Kaiaua School principal Karlos Bosson and parent Michelle Whakaari are

proud of the students.

Her 12-week course typically
costs $50 a session per pupil,
but Maria is charging the school
$30 per student. They've just
finished their seven weeks, and
hope to find additional funds to
complete the further five weeks.

“I want to see the kids helped,”
Maria said. “When we first start-
ed, they were disconnected, they
were shut-down, you couldn’t
get a word out of them. Now, you
can feel the change in the atmos-
phere.”
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Just ask the students: 12-year-
olds Joyce Ratahi and Caylin
Mitchell, and 11-year-old Maria
Angel desperately want to see
out another five weeks on the
ranch.

“Were a small school and I
would love the ministry to find
the money to fund us to be in
this programme, even for more
schools because this is a great
opportunity for us,” Joyce says.

“You learn confidence, team-
work, leadership, trust... you

learn heaps of things from this
programme and we’re really
lucky that our board has found
the money to let us come here.”

Caylin says the horses have
been their teachers, and they've
not only learned about courage,
but consent, too.

Overall, the trio give the ex-
perience a “ten out of ten out of

Parent Michelle Whakaari -
whose son Nate is busy leading
his friend through the course
- drives a carload of Kaiaua stu-
dents once a week to the Baigent
Rd farm and says she hears
all the “amazing things” the
kids have to say about the pro-
gramme.

“Nate was quite anxious about
it, but he gave it a go and he was
really proud of himself.

“T've seen really good things
with all the kids that have come,”
she says. “From being a bit not
sure... and now, they look pretty
sure to me.”

And though the term has all
wrapped up and the students’
return to the ranch is unknown,
Matua Bosson and his principal
relief teacher Darryl Manson,
know one thing for sure: the
mental well-being of the chil-
dren has improved.

“There used to be elements
of conflict, but on that very first
session, there was none whatso-
ever on any level, and as a teach-
er, that is huge,” Matua Manson
says. “There’s no longer any nig-
gles.”
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Historic oak memorialised in sculpture
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By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

t was once the site of school

photos and assemblies; the
long arms of a 100-year-old
oak tree sheltering the tamari-
ki at Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga
Thames South School.

But with the old tree cut
down for the sake of the stu-
dents’ safety earlier this year,
organisers of an upcoming
carving symposium say the oak
will have its history memorial-
ised through sculpture.

Ngakau O te Rakau Oki - The
Heart of the Oak will bring to-
gether sculptors from around
the Thames Valley and beyond
for a carving symposium that
will transform the tree’s trunk
and limbs into works of art.

“It was important for us to
keep hold of those memories of
past pupils, teachers, and eve-
ryone that had a connection to
the tree,” one of the organisers
André Barlow told The Profile.

She, alongside Tes Rae, Jo
Murray, and sculptors Rika
Turoa, Darin Jenkins, and
Jocelyn Pratt, all said they had
their own memories of the tree
- which had become a taonga
for the kura.

“Those trees have been there
since the school has been here,
and so everyone who came here
had to pass under the trees,”
Rika said.

A Thames-based sculptor,
Rika said his great-grandkids
were the fourth generation of
his whanau to witness the wel-
coming beacon that was the
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grand oak.

He held a stone carving sym-
posium back in 2009, so in-
stead of selling pieces of the
tree off as firewood, he and the
others opted to run a similar
event, using the body of the
felled oak.

Now, professional carv-
ers from Hauraki and around
Aotearoa will start transform-
ing their pieces from April 17,

f ' i : '

Th_a\mes carver Rika Turoa will take part in Ngakau O te Rakau Oki - The Heart of the Oak 2023 Carving Symposium.

with the symposium culminat-
ing with a public auction on
Sunday, April 23.

Carver Darin Jenkins said
working on the oak would be a
“privilege”.

“It’s all coming from the
heart; it’s not about the putea
[money], it’s just artists having
an ability to create.”

From 2pm until 6pm each
day of the symposium, mem-

bers of the public are welcome
to watch as the carvers work on
their pieces.

And, in addition to support-
ing the artists in their creative
work, some of the funds raised
during the symposium will go
to Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga, to
assist with further learning op-
portunities for the tamariki.

“The idea is to put out the
best artwork with the resources

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
we have,” Rika said, “and by
using the oak, I tend to think
we’ve got a good shape going
on here.”

DETAILS: Carving Symposium,
April 17 to 23 at Te Kura o Te
Kauaeranga  Thames  South
School. For info contact: tes.rae@
gmail.com.
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SH25A: a Jagged scar across the _C_Qromandel

KOPU-HIKUAI UPDATE

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

M onday morning on March
27, and representatives
of every media outlet from
across the North Island are
gathered in a huddle for a
safety briefing before heading
into the hills to inspect the slip
on the Kopu-Hikuai Rd.

The highway, once a main
corridor for traffic to and from
the Coromandel, has been
closed since January 27, when
cracks in the road’s surface
began to widen and slip.

It’s a strain for local commu-
nities; many businesses are
struggling, with some losing
up to 90 per cent of their rev-
enue. The lifeblood of the pen-
insula, tourists, are bypassing
many small towns altogether.

We are among the few who
have travelled this road since.

It’s a sunny day, and as we
line up into a convoy for the
journey, it’s hard to believe
that two destructive cyclones
have recently ripped through
the area.

The road up to the site how-
ever, is still scarred from the
wind and rain. Around every
corner, sheer rock faces spill
their guts towards the road,
cleared now from the tarmac
but still piled menacingly
close to my tires as I drive cau-
tiously towards the chasm.

Debris has ﬂown into the valley.

And chasm it is. We pile out
of the vehicles and make our
way to the edge, decked out
in protective vests, hard hats
and safety glasses, eager to see
what photos and drone foot-
age have tried to convey to us
for the past few weeks.

We're met with ... nothing,
just the road dropping away
beneath our feet. Where once
there was lush, verdant bush
and a winding black ribbon of
road twisting its way through,
instead we see a sea of orange
and brown; the muddy, clay
remnants of the cliff to the left
of where the road once lay.

We're told the slip debris is
variable, formed largely from
clay and sand in some places,
with rock found easily in some
places and not in others.

“Over a rugby field in
length,” we’re told by Waka
Kotahi NZ Transport Agency
in the days and weeks follow-
ing the storms.

But gazing upon it in person,
the 130 metres it encompasses
feels so much more vast, im-

Media trek down the slope to see the State Highway 25A slip in person.

mense, monstrous.

Several metres below, a lone
drilling rig is set in the base of
the slip. It’s drilling bore holes,
which will reveal the layers of
soil in the ground below.

The samples will be put to-
gether in a model of the site
and analysed as part of the
decision-making process.

Waka Kotahi has outlined
the three possible fix options it
is investigating; a bridge, a by-

pass, or a retaining wall in the
original road’s place.

In a few months, this site
will be buzzing with activity
as contractors work to fulfil
Waka Kotahi’s chosen fix. But
for now, the rig and a couple of
geotechnical engineers are the
only other people on site.

The rig itself, nearly four
times taller than a person, ap-
pears minuscule within the
footprint of the damaged land.
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Our media group is briefed
just metres from the jagged
edge of the chasm.

BECA lead geotechnical en-
gineer Nathan McKenzie ex-
plains the technicalities of the
testing, while Waka Kotahi re-
gional manager of infrastruc-
ture delivery Jo Wilton talks
us through the likely solutions
and timeframe of the remedia-
tion project.

CONTINUED ON P5
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Geotechnical engineers have been taking borehole samples from the

slip site.

CONTINUED FROM P4

Jo’s confident the road can be
reopened in 9-12 months from
now, although she cautions
that construction work head-
ing into winter could be de-
layed by bad weather.

Then we’re escorted down
into the slip itself, walking sev-
eral metres along a dirt path.

“Stay on the marked track,”
we’re warned.

While there is no longer any
significant movement in the
slip, there is a lot of water still
in the ground, and some of the
earth is like quicksand - one
wrong step and we could sink
up to our knees or further.
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It’s clear that whatever so-
lution is chosen to repair the
road, this is no quick fix.

The gap is not just across,
but 30 metres down as well -
there’s nothing left to support
a road.

Even to a layman’s eye, it’s
going to take much more than
just some replacement gravel
and bitumen.

A steep climb out of the slip,
and I'm in my car, headed back
towards the office.

In the rearview mirror, the
muddy scar gives way to trees.

It’s like it never existed.
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LATEST UPDATE: Geotechni-
cal investigations at the site
of the slip on State Highway
25A were completed on April
4, Waka Kotahi confirmed.
Fourteen boreholes were
drilled and five test pits dug.
Material found above and in
the slip was variable, with
rock discovered quickly in
some areas, and other areas
consisting of wet and soft
soil. Waka Kotahi is plan-
ning to make a decision on a
permanent fix in May. Work
will continue at the site in
the meantime, with drainage
material being installed to
protect the area.

The drilling rig is almost four times as tall as a person. Wlthln the slip
site, it looks almost toy-like against the backdrop of orange soil.
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Cycle shelter set
for monument
site at Kopu

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest

Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The district council has ap-
proved, in principle, the

building of a cycle trail shelter on

the former site of Thames’ Cap-

’F$ain Cook Monument - at a fee of

1

Back in June, 2021, Thames-
Coromandel District Council ap-
proved a Licence to Occupy for
the Hauraki Rail Trail Charita-
ble Trust to build a cycle shelter
on road reserve at Pakura Close,
Kopu.

Since then, no action has been
taken by the trust, as the site of
the origin é)roposed shelter had
been identified as a potential site
for the position of a temporary
shipping container “store” - to
be used by the Kopu Bridge and
Community Trust in restoring
the old Kopu Bridge.

However, following the re-
moval of the monument to Brit-
ish explorer Captain James Cook
by the Ministry of Culture and
Heritage, the Hauraki Rail Trail
Trust has requested that the pro-
posed shelter be relocated to that
position.

“Do you foresee there might be
any push-back from our... rate-
payers, residents?” Councillor
Martin Rodley asked group man-
ager operations Bruce Hinson.

“I'm really not much of a bet-
ting man, but who knows which
l}(f that could go, there’s always

" he replied.

The Captain Cook monument
was built in 1941 as part of the
100th Treaty of Waitangi cel-
ebrations, but was only installed
at its former Kopi site in 2020.

It was vandalised beyond re-
pair in 2021 and was removed
from Kopii in October, 2022.

The rail trail shelters are a joint
project between the trust and Ro-
tary clubs from Te Aroha, Mata-
mata, Thames, Morrinsville, and
Paeroa.

The partnership will see 16
shelters erected along the net-
work, and according to a council
report, the site near Kopu Bridge
is still within road reserve and
poses no safety issues.

Thames-Coromandel District
councillors therefore approved
that a Licence to Occupy be
granted to the Hauraki Rail Trail
Charitable Trust to erect and
maintain a cycle trail shelter on
the public road reserve at Kopi
Bridge, Thames.

It comes with a term of 99
years, a $1 fee, and a Special Con-
dition Licence which is termina-
ble with six-months’ notice.
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Missing mmer sparks masswe search

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

William Booker was keen to have
a fossick for gold up the river
after the midday meal. He was one
of a mining party camped near Mac-
kaytown on the Ohinemuri River in
March 1875.

The 24-year-old, from Riccarton,
Christchurch, had only been in the
North Island a few days, having ar-
rived with his mate John Morris.
Their claim was close to one pegged
out by George Clarkson and William
Cobley — men from the party who
had discovered gold at Thames. They
were set on finding another rich reef,
and William Booker may have hoped
some of their earlier good fortune
would rub off on him.

After dinner the men had a smoke
and then headed to work, except for
William who followed soon after and
asked John Morris for his telescope.
John told him it was in the swag and
William, puffing on his pipe, went up
the hill for it, and then just vanished.

Once he was missed a search was
made but no clue could be found as
to where he was. After two days of
fruitless looking a party of about 20
more men was got together at Mack-
aytown, including four of the Armed

:rl

Men gather at mldday meal time at a mining camp. )

Constabulary. James Morris, who
came north with William, was very
upset. He was convinced he had fall-
en into a creek but despite searching
every creek and gully until nightfall
there was no trace of William.

The next morning at Mackaytown
a bellman walked round ringing for
more volunteers and between 70
and 80 men turned out. A system-
atic method of work and signals, and
a point of rendezvous were agreed
on. They crossed the river, and began
carefully searching through the unfor-
giving terrain. A gunshot signalled the
find of William’s hat. Ti-tree saplings
were used to drag the creek. At Fern
Flat, about two miles above Mackay-
town, the body of William was finally
found in a deep waterhole.

On the body was a watch (which
had stopped at 1.25), a few pound
notes, three pennies, and receipted
bills from Riccarton, Canterbury, a
knife, tobacco and a pipe case. A
stretcher was improvised, and the
body was carried into Mackaytown
followed by over 70 weary men.

The efforts of the searchers were
praised, particularly volunteers who

Photo SUPPLIED

dived into the creek until they were
nearly perished with cold. The Clark-
son and Cobley party were amongst
the most tireless in the search.

At the inquest it was concluded
William got into thick bush and fell
over a precipice into the river and
drowned. It seemed the accident
happened only a few minutes after
his mates resumed work.

His watch must have stopped at
1.25pm. His pipe was missing; most
likely he was smoking it when he fell
from the rock.

William, warned an Auckland Star
correspondent, was only the first vic-
tim that year in the search for gold,
in the coming winter, with its swollen
rivers and long dark nights many more
catastrophes would be recorded.

William is buried in an unmarked
grave at Shortland cemetery, but at
Riccarton is remembered on a family
headstone which documents further
Booker family tragedies following his
death. His father died the year after
him after being thrown from a trap,
followed two months later by his
brother who, while attempting to
save a horse, also drowned.

HEY (WAIHL.>
WE'VE BEEN

WORKING ON

SOMETHING ,NEW.‘

We'd like to invite you to come and see the changes
we’ve made at your new local FreshChoice Waihi

Supermarket.

I/

We think you’re going to like them. We've created a
completely different shopping experience with you in

mind.

Fresher, more local, and more choice. We’re here to
serve our community, so please let us know if there’s
anything we should stock that you’re missing and we’ll
be sure to look into it.

See you in-store! FreshChoice Waihi Team.

@reshchoice waihi

6 Consols Street, Waihi. Open 7am-9pm, 7 days.
8. 078633519 “§ FreshChoice.co.nz

Prices apply from Monday 10t to Sunday 16t April 2023, or while stocks last at FreshChoice Waihi only. Limits may apply.

Loose Gold Kiwifruit
(Product of NZ)

Coca-Cola, Sprite, Fanta,
Lift or L&P Soft Drinks
2.25L Bottles

Fresh Beef Rump

Steak or Roast
(Product of NZ)

Loose Carrots or

Brown Onions
(Product of NZ)
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By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest

asked them what worked, what

Waihi hub could offer options for all

Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A? outdoor recreation hub
ould offer a safe, social
space that gives the youth of
Waihi more to do in town.

The Waih1 Community Fo-
rum is partnering with Haura-
ki District Council to propose
a new outside recreation area
that features a much-needed
modern skate park, pump
track, playground area, and
barbecue.

The hub - designed with all
ages in mind - has received
“generally very positive sup-
port”, with the community
calling for flat, shaded areas,
a family space, and options for
the town’s youth.

“Many are telling us there
needs to be more for young
people to do in town,” Waih1
Community Forum chair Bindy
Burke said.

“The skate park and pump
track seem to be the most pop-
ular, but we’ve also had other
good suggestions - like a flat,
shaded area for residents to do
Tai Chi, exercises, and picnic
tables and a barbecue area for
families, so that this becomes
a safe, social fun space for eve-
ryone, and where everything is
tied together.”

The suggestions come as
the forum conducts an online
survey, asking residents what
they think about the potential

The Waihi Comrﬁunity Forum has been involved in several successful community projects, such as creating a 3x3

basketball area at Morgan Park.
space. So far, they’ve had more
than 100 responses and have
generally received very positive
support.

“We Dbelieved this project
could benefit people of all ages
in Waih1 and be a great addi-
tion to our community, so we
attended a council meeting and
presented our proposal to part-
ner with council on an outdoor
recreation hub, which received

full council support,” Bindy
said.

“We then met with council’s
community advocacy officer,
Michelle Johns, who gave us
great advice on applying for
funding for a feasibility study,
which we're in the process of
doing.”

The forum had been look-
ing into a new pump track for
Waihi since 2021 and received

Photo: SUPPLIED
“some strong support from the
community”.

Meanwhile, a group of stu-
dents had approached the
council requesting an upgrade
of the skate park, which Waihi
Ward Councillor and Commu-
nity Forum member Anne Ma-
rie Spicer said was clearly in a
poor state.

“We had a couple of meetings
with local skatepark users and

didn’t, and what theyd like
to see. It soon became appar-
ent that the current skate park
area was not fit for purpose - it
is too small, too dark and un-
safe at night and too close to
residents,” she said.

“Given the forum had already
been looking into building a
pump track, it just made sense
to tie these two projects togeth-
er and create a hub where these
and other activities were in one
well-designed place.

“It also made sense to work
in partnership with council to
source as much external fund-
ing - and not ratepayer funding
- as possible.”

The forum has been involved
in several successful commu-
nity projects in Waihi, all de-
signed to enhance the town.

Past initiatives include mu-
rals in town and by Morgan
Park, creating a 3x3 basketball
area, and the community play-
ground at Waih1 East School.
DETAILS: The forum’s survey
closes on April 16. To complete it,
visit: www.surveymonkey.com/
r/6G7V7C7 or the Waihi Commu-
nity Forum Facebook Page. Eve-
ryone who completes the survey
and provides contact details will
go into the draw to win one of
two Prezzy Cards valued at $100.
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v~ HOME DEMONSTRATIONS

AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
!!'ﬂ;- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

mes Au

2014 Mitsubishi Lancer
2.0Ltr Auto, NZ New, Hi Spec Model

R.MMWT.

2013 BMW Xi

Auto, Top Example

2011 Nissan Caravan
3.0Lt Diesel, Manual, High Roof,
Camper Bed & Awning, Best Example
Available

wmy,

2014 Ssangyong Actyon

SpOl'tS Manual Diesel, 2WD,
Low km

JUST
$14,990

2007 BMW 24

$11,990

COMPARE
$14,990

Q\eﬂ

2016 Suzuki Vitara

2009 Toyota Corolla

1.8Lt Manual, NZ New,
Economy Plus

2006 Toyota BB

Auto, Alloys, T-Bar, Top Example

2.5Lt Auto, Power Soft Top, Exceptional
Example of a Classic Sports Car

1.6Lt ,Auto, AWD, Low kms

$19,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz
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YEARS'

'‘Q6 FRONT END

LOADER

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd ——

INCLUDES

M7152 Standard Deluxe

M7 SERIES TRACTOR

- FARMING PROFESSIONAL

- 150 HP KUBOTA DIESEL
ENGINE

- 30 SPEED SEMI-POWERSHIFT

FREE
QUICK HITCH

4 WITH ANY BX SERIES TRACTOR )

BX2380 Bx SERIES TRACTOR BX2680 Bx SERIES TRACTOR
COMPETITIVE FINANCE AVAILABLE

COMPETITIVE FINANCE AVAILABLE

- PROPERTY MAINTENANCE ALL-ROUNDER

- PROPERTY MAINTENANCE ALL-ROUNDER

- 17.7HP KUBOTA DIESEL ENGINE - 256.6HP KUBOTA DIESEL ENGINE

- OPTIONS: 54-60" DECK, QUICK ATTACH FRONT - OPTIONS: 54-60" DECK, QUICK ATTACH FRONT
END LOADER. END LOADER.

DH1060 bpisc HARROW

-1.2-1.4M WORKING WIDTH

RB1560 REARBLADES

-1.2-1.4M WORKING WIDTH

(GS2584 GRADING SCRAPER RCR1260 ROTARY CUTTER BB2572 Box SsCRAPER

-1.2-2.4M WORKING WIDTH -1.2 - 3M WORKING WIDTH -1.2-2.1M WORKING WIDTH

W | CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ

Central Motors
PH | 027 2850349 ANDREW WELCH

—— Hauraki Ltd ——
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New owners to contmue superlor service

Central Motors is a well-known
name in the Hauraki Plains.
The Ngatea-based company
has been committed to serving
the farming community since it
opened its doors more than 40
years ago.

Now new owners Carmel and
Andrew Welch and Cameron
McGill are planning big things
for the business, and top of the
list is continuing to offer the su-
perior service the company has
become known for.

They know they have big shoes
to fill. Previous owners Mark and
Jane Browne ran the business
for 22 years, building a reputa-
tion for excellent service.

“We want to carry on being
the successful business that it
is, and continue to support and
supply the local district with
all its machinery and service
needs,” Andrew says.

Mark and Jane have been very
supportive through the transi-
tion, helping the new leadership
team to find their bearings, Car-
mel says.

“We’'d like to thank them very
much for the help they’ve given
us.”

Mark will be a familiar face
around the shop - he and his son
Chris are staying on within the
company along with the rest of
the staff in sales, parts and ser-
vice.

Stock will remain the same as
well, with the company continu-
ing to offer their current large
range of products and services.

Central Motors stock a wide
range of construction machin-
ery, agriculture implements and
accessories. You'll find all the

big farming names on their shop
floor; Kubota tractors, Yamaha
motorbikes and Steelfort lawn
mowers, plus a host of other
brands and products.

Their motto is “we service
what we sell”. It’s not just lip ser-
vice - they have a full mechani-
cal workshop on site and a parts
sourcing team. And if they don’t
have what you want in store, An-
drew says they can find it. As the
trio get settled into their roles
they have been thrilled to have
the support of the community
around them. Andrew has lived
in the Hauraki Plains all his life,
with wife Carmel joining him
from lIreland in 2002. Mean-
while, Cameron is also a familiar
face on the plains, with his ac-
counting firm Rocam Account-
ants Ltd based in Thames.

“We have a lot of locals, lovely
local people that are coming
in that we know,” Carmel says.
“They’re being really support-
ive.”

The three directors stepped
into their new roles in February
- Cameron is in charge of ac-
counts and Carmel is running
the admin team, while Andrew
has taken on the managing di-
rector and sales roles.

“It's a nice flow - we all have
our own roles to play, it's a nice
mix,” Carmel says.

After being friends for over
seven years, they say they are
looking forward to the exciting
new challenge of running a busi-
ness together.

“We just want the whole of the
public to know that we’ve taken
over and that the business is still
here.”
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. j‘.-l .I?:d'.- “‘\-

'l-. :.. % 'a-'-a. "“‘

Central Motors

Hauraki Ltd

Head in to Central Motors to meet the team and find out how they can help you W|th your machlnery and
servicing needs. Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

The Central Motors staff are staying on. Photo: SUPPLIED

Come and see us for
more info

* Finance Available

: e

i it : E"r"-“ﬁ‘-'.

by r;"":- ;
: K‘*’"j‘_ e ‘:ﬁ;a%;* ;

{ -

'60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea * 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349

John - 027 279 6799
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Signs take flight

By GORDON PREECE

A- trio of protection signs
esigned by Moanataiari

School students were unveiled
and erected during a field trip
to Kuranui Bay on March 29.

Principal David Brock said
the signs were to let Kuranui
Bay visitors know to protect the
local birdlife.

“The children [who designed
the signs] have displayed a pas-
sion for the area and they also
have got some artistic abilities
and clearly want to put their
best foot forward,” he said.

The messages displayed on
each sign include it’s not too
late to decide our fate, birds are
nesting here so be aware and
birds aren’t food don’t let them
be chewed.
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Mr Brock said the trip, which
was made possible by a $1000
Seagull Centre grant donated
to the school in 2022, also in-
volved its 149 students collect-
ing rubbish, participating in a
scavenger hunt and observing
birds like the local oystercatch-
ers.

“It’s really important work,
this is one of our key local en-
vironments and we need to act
as guardians for it and that’s
our connection to the whole
concept of kaitiakitanga and
guardianship,” he said.

“It’s really significant for us
as a school and for the future
and our children need to learn
that actually there is certain
mahi [work] that needs to take
place if we’re going to look after
our planet.”

i .
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Year seven students Mia McCaskill, left, and Maggie Carter with their sign.

Haeley and Sapphire with their sign.

Photos: GORDON PREECE
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Tajdeep, Ezra and Malachi clean up.

MUSIC FEST

Thames Musicians club is holding
a free music festival in conjunction
with Creative NZ on April 16, 11am-
4pm at the Thames Civic Centre.
Come along and support live
musicians Koohlio, the Andy Mac
Trio, Crimson Coast, No Exit and
Shades of Dark. The event is free,
and food stalls will be on site.

ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIONS
PAEROA: Dawn service at 6am at
Primrose Hill, parade at 9am from
Marshall St to War Memorial Hall
via Belmont Rd and Normanby
Rd, service at 9:15am at Paeroa
War Memorial Hall. WAIHI: Dawn
service at 6am at Waihi RSA,
wreath laying at 8am at Waihi
Cemetery, Tunnelling Company at
9am at Gilmour Reserve, parade at
10:45am from Seddon St to Waihi
Memorial Hall, service at 1lam
at Waihi Memorial Hall. NGATEA:
Parade at 11am from Pipiroa Rd to
Ngatea War Memorial Hall, service
at11:15am at Ngatea War Memorial
Hall at 11:15am. KAIHERE: Service
at Kaihere Hall at 9am. KEREPEHI:
Dawn service and parade at
5:30am at Kerepehi War Memorial
Hall. THAMES: Dawn parade at
5:45am from Cochrane St, along
Pollen St to Thames War Memorial
Civic Centre, dawn service at 6am
at Thames War Memorial Civic
Centre, followed by breakfast at the
Thames Workingmen’s Club, civic
parade at 9:45am from Sealey St,
along Pollen St, left into Walter St,
left into Service Lane 8 to Thames
War Memorial Civic Centre, service
at 10am at Thames War Memorial
Civic Centre. TAPU: Dawn parade at
5:45am from Tapu Fire Station to
Tapu Hill cenotaph, dawn service
at 6am at Tapu Hall followed by
breakfast.

PUBLIC MEETING

Talking - Economy, Roading and our

Coromandel Recovery

Christopher Luxon Leader of the National Party

Scott Simpson MP for Coromandel

Thursday 13 April
12.00pm - 1.00pm

Thames Civic Centre

Conference Room

Authorised by Christopher Luxon,
Leader of the Opposition, Parliament
Buildings, Wgtn.

For all your Electrical
Requirements 24/7

Specialist in all
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road,

Hauraki Plains

Tel: (07) 867-5196
Mobile: 027 270 2804

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

COME

AND FLAY!

ALL WELCOME
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wam srchesiras.oog.ne

Paeroa Auto Electrical

e Auto Air Conditioning
e Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car

* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,
RVs and more
e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz

3 Belmont Road Paeroa
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Rural

Plans to form Maratoto enviro group

By GORDON PREECE

Maratoto Valley residents
are joining forces to estab-
lish a catchment group under
the authority of the New Zea-
land Landcare Trust to support
its natural environment.

Group leader Tim Cruick-
shank, who’s lived in the Hi-
kutaia  valley
for around
20 years, told
The Profile he
aimed to bring

“Possums, rats, stoats,
weasels and ferrets...

see the benefits of it,” he said.

“It was a representative group
of farmers and landholders who
were keen to continue so we've
set another date... and hopefully
we will be able to get some of
the bigger groups who have ex-
pressed interest.”

Tim said the first environ-
mental challenge facing the
valley, which
the catchment
group was keen
to resolve, was
its “pretty nice”

the community they’ve had a big impact native bush be-

together totake - on push quality and as  ing plagued by
ownership o . predators.

any landcare is- the bush quql f t}f f ad_es' “Welll  find
sues to improve the loss of biodiversity possums, rats,
the quality of lies.” stoats, wea-

the 50-square
kilometre area.

- Tim Cruickshank

sels and ferrets
in our catch-

“This is the
first group of landowners within
the Waihou catchment to work
together to potentially form a
catchment group,” he said.

“It will be the formation of a
not-for-profit organisation... to
try and plan ahead and encom-
pass the ideas and interests of
everybody,” he said.

Tim said he and NZ Land-
care Trust Waikato catchments
co-ordinator Ric Balfour held
a meeting at Hikutaia Hall on
March 31 to bolster member-
ship.

“The group [of around 12 peo-
ple] that turned up were very
interested in sharing and being
part of a group like this, they can

ment... they've
had a big impact on bush quali-

and as the bush quality fades,
the loss of biodiversity lies,” he
said.

“So an area of interest in the
%roup is to try and bump up the

iodiversity protection within
our land holding that adjoins
the bush so that the bush is able
to work as one to maintain wa-
ter quality.”

Tim said the second envi-
ronmental challenge was track
damage caused by some 4WD
vehicles.

“That’s an area of concern for
locals because they then strug-
gle to use the tracks for their
own walking use and makes it

Farmers and landholders were among those who attended the inaugural meeting. BELOW: The Maratoto Valley.

more difficult to take the fam-
ily down to swim in parts of the
[Hikutaia] river,” he said.

“People are interested in track
access 1n this Valley, people are
interested in swimming in clean
water and their family enjoying
the native birds.

“So a lot of these projects [for
the group] will all build towards
maintaining this as a nice Val-
ley to visit.’

Tim said the second catch-
ment group meeting would be
held on May 3 at 5:30pm.

sl e e
W el
J ]
o f‘- =
S,
- *:1
| S
x )
A f
% |
—
b ¥ i
A B b
i W

MOTORS LTD

NEW HONDA PIONEER 700

Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

Auto, P/S,
2/4 WD,
Diff Lock,

Tipping

526,444

INC GST

Tray
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Hauraki develops
new biodiversity

strategy

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
new biodiversity strategy
hat aims to enhance and
protect the environment of Hau-
raki has elicited excitement from
elected members.

The district council voted
last month to develop the strat-
egy, which staff say will provide
“higher-level goals and guidance
that will lead into specific ac-
tions”. These actions will then be
put into action plans for imple-
mentation.

According to a report present-
ed to councillors on March 29,
the Hauraki district contained
a broad range of habitats, flora,
and fauna, and it was “essential”
that staff manage them all ap-
propriately.

Around 35,454 hectares (or
29 per cent) of the district was
covered in indigenous vegeta-
tion and habitats, council said,
while there were at least 200 sig-
nificant natural areas covering
32,677 hectares, containing hab-
itat for 49 nationally-threatened
plants and animals.

These species included: long-
tailed bats, kiwi, New Zealand
falcon, giant kokopu, native
frogs, king fern, various native
orchids, and Sporodanthus fer-
rugineus - giant cane rush, found
only in four places in Aotearoa.

“A number of nationally

threatened vegetation units are
under-represented within Hau-
raki,” the report said. “This is
typical of districts with large
components of flat and easy hill
country, with

fertile soils which have been
developed for agriculture.”

Historically, the entire Hau-
raki Plains most likely supported
a mix of podocarp-dominant
forests - containing kauri, kauri-
beech and kahikatea - and raised
peat bogs. The vast majority of
this former forest cover has now
been cleared to about one per
cent of its former extent, with
only small remnants, mainly ka-
hikatea, surviving, mostly on the
floodplains of the larger rivers
and streams.

Waihi ward councillors Anne
Marie Spicer and Sarah Holmes
were excited about the strategy’s
development and were “happy to
support it”.

It will incorporate a Maori
worldview, and it is hoped that it
will be completed in time for the
inclusion of actions in council’s
Long Term Plan, due to be final-
ised in July, 2024.

Staff have applied for funding
from the Lottery Environment
and Heritage Fund for the strat-
egy’s development.

Fixzirlzwm
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The New Zealand Falcon.
FILE Photo: PIXABAY

A best friend in Buddy

PET PROFILE

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A_ dog found roaming back in

ovember has been lovingly
cared for by a foster family, but
the time has come for him to
find his forever home.

Buddy was found by Hauraki
District Council’s animal control
team near the end of 2022, and
over Christmas, he was lucky to
tie looked after by a foster fam-
ily.

“Unfortunately, all good
things must come to an end, and
as much as his foster family ab-
solutely adore him, he urgently
needs to find his very own for-
ever home,” council’s spokes-
person said.

Buddy is described by his car-
ers as being a lovely young dog
with good manners and a fun
personality.

“[He really enjoys playing
with other dogs and people,
and splashing around in the wa-
ter, but also happy just to laze
around and relax. He loves peo-
ple and enjoys lots of cuddles.”

Buddy has learned how to in-
teract with stock, horses and
chickens. He is still learning
about cats but is a pro at picking
things up quickly.

He has recently been neutered
by his foster home.

“If you are looking for a loyal

Budy loves splashing around in water.

hoto: SUPPLIED

dog and a best friend, Buddy is
the dog for you,” they said.

DETAILS: To enquire about adopt-
ing Buddy, phone the council on
0800 734 834 (in the district) or 07

862 8609.

Iourwalism
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Options for paying for pets’ health care needs

ith the increased cost of living,

budgeting has become more
critical. Our pets are part of our fami-
lies, particularly cats, dogs, and rab-
bits. Their care is not optional; there-
fore, we must allow their healthcare
within the household budget.

While we are lucky to have a system
in New Zealand where human health
care is subsidised, animal health care
is not. So, although it may be tempt-
ing to measure the cost of caring for
your furry family member against
your human family members - it is
simply not comparative.

Anexa is passionate about your
pets and will support you with man-
aging your pet’s health care expenses
by offering treatment options and
providing the following pay-on-the-
day choices: EFTPOS, internet bank-
ing, Visa and Mastercard; Bundle
monthly pet plan offers unlimited
consults and includes the pet’s key
healthcare needs, as well as discounts
and special offers; Anexa Vets also ac-
cept Afterpay, Q card and Smartcover

pre-approved finance options.

Another option could be to set up
a bank account specifically for your
pet and put money aside regularly, so
you have a fund to draw from if your
pet needs care over and above their
yearly expenses. Anexa Vets also ac-
cept pet insurance.

Bundle pet plan is available to cats,
dogs and rabbits of all ages. It includes
a pet’s key veterinary care in a month-
ly payment plan. Once enrolled, the
pet will receive unlimited consults,
an annual health check including
bloodwork and urine analysis, routine
vaccinations, microchips and NZCAR
registration, nail clips, and discounts
on surgery, dental care, pet food, flea
and worm treatments. Specific infor-
mation can be found at anexa.co.nz/
bundle. Medications are excluded
from the cost of the monthly plan
so the vet can provide the client and
patient with the best options for their
situation.

How can you help reduce pet care
health costs? The adage prevention is

better than the cure runs true regard-
ing health care. Help your pet stay
healthy: Ensure your pet maintains a
healthy weight — keep them not too
heavy, not too light; Feed a quality
diet specific to your pet’s needs - our
staff are happy to help select a pet
food that suits; Treat your pet regu-
larly for fleas, worms and ticks — this
will help prevent disease and skin ir-
ritation; Regularly handle your pet —
note and investigate changes found;
Opt for annual health checks and
vaccinations; Opt for regular dental
checks and maintain dental health
to reduce the risk of disease; Opt for
preventative care testing — a warrant
of fitness for your pet’s internal func-
tion. Testing can pick up very early
signs of disease, allowing much easier
(and cheaper) management.

When our furry family members
are unwell, it can be emotional. By
working together with mutual respect
and understanding, we can provide
the best care for your pet.

- Supplied by Anexa Vets

Joining fee

135

PERMONTH

-

Joining fee

135

less hassle and more joy!

Joining fee
+

Enrol your pet in Bundle, a budget friendly option to manage your
pet’s primary veterinary care. Enjoy peace of mind knowing your pet’s vet
consults, an annual health check and routine vaccinations are covered as well
as discounts off dentals, surgery, petfood and flea and worm treatments.

/ Bundle up vour pets’ key veterinary care for

-

»

~

veterinary services

Call into an Anexa Clinic to find out more
Thames 623 Pollen St, 07 868 7005

Ngatea 49 Orchard Rd, 07 867 7256

Te Kauwhata 22 Main Rd, 07 826 3581

Maramarua 515 Ferndale Rd, 09 232 5891

Paeroa 39 Belmont Rd, 07 862 8815

Te Aroha 60 Rewi St, 07 884 8014
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Lada station wagon served Police well

By RON AGNEW

Istill smile when I recall join-
ing the Police with Consta-
bles Nig Paki Paki and Chris
Dale in 1972 at the police
Training School in Trentham.

We were issued with a siege
black uniform, a small wooden
baton, a whistle, small plastic
torch and a pair of braces to
keep the trousers up.

Most dumped the plastic
torch and bought a large metal
one. I don’t think I ever drew
the wooden baton in anger,
the torch could be used much
more easily.

The tired old grey 1972 Hold-
en Belmont we had in Thames
was worn out, but gradually
the cars were replaced. The cit-
ies received the new cars, and
we got the leftovers. I recall in
the 1980s the Police were try-
ing out Ford Falcons and had
some converted to CNG fuel
(Compressed Natural Gas), to
save money. The Huntly car
had blown its motor, shortly

The second hand Lada station wagon gifted to Thames Police in the 1970s.

after going on to CNG.

Late one night, the Ngatea
Constable, Nigel Petrie, called
to say he needed back up, at the
Shell Petrol Station, where two
carloads of gang members were
causing problems.

I headed along Hauraki Rd
on a dark still night as fast as
I could go on CNG. When just
before Turua, the front of the
car lit up with screaming red
hot metal shooting all over the
place in all directions and up in
the air.

It was an amazing sight and
lit up the night!! T called for

Mike Moore, our terrific local
tow truck operator, and we had
lots to talk about on the way
back to town after picking up as
much hot metal as we could off
the road.

The police discontinued us-
ing CNG shortly after. Years
later, as Community Constable,
I put feelers out to car dealers
for a sponsored car to use to
get around the Peninsula for
meetings; Neighborhood sup-
port, Victim Support etc. At
one of our regular Police social
functions, to which the com-
munity was usually invited; I

Photo: SUPPLIED

approached Mike Saunders of
Mike Saunders Motors (now
Saunders Mitsubishi) and put
the request to him.

He happily agreed.

I must say it was a shock
the following month when I
went in to get the car. It was a
second-hand 1500cc Russian
Lada Station Wagon. But I was
grateful, and we had the car
sign written as a Police car and
it served us well for many years
roving the peninsula, Hauraki,
Hamilton. It even took part in a
small chase one day to pull over
a wanted car.

The only drawback was fifth
gear, which, when engaged,
slowed the car right down as
there was not enough power in
the motor to support fifth gear.

It sadly ended its days when
I accidentally put it over the
bank entering Waiomu; where
we landed on the rocks below
- it bellied on to a large rock
on the beach. I called for as-
sistance and Sergeant Peter
French responded and amaz-
ingly drove it off the beach and
back to Thames, very slowly.

Patrolling on a quiet night
shift in Thames, we were mys-
tified to find a driver on Queen
St wearing a crash helmet.
When stopped he turned out
to be a Japanese tourist who
explained that he finds New
Zealand drivers aggressive and
a bit dangerous, so he prefers
wearing a helmet when driv-
ing in NZ. We did lose a police
car for much of the day at one
stage. Detective Sergeant Ste-
ve Lewis was the Thames CIB
branch. He had recently joined
the Thames Club and went for
drinks and snooker after work
one night. Later that even-
ing, he called requesting a ride
home, a little worse for wear.

Next day he sheepishly came
in late for work, with a hazy
memory and asked for a search
of the general area, for the
plain blue Holden CIB car. It
wasn’t in all the usual places,
but was later found very dis-
creetly parked out of sight from
the night before!!

- Ron Agnew is a former
Thames Police officer

/Richardsons

Paeroa / Ngatea

/Richardsons

Thames

6 Thames Road, Paeroa

Offers Over $850,000

Sixty year old brick home with sixty years of memories for this lovely couple who have downsized and are
offering this beauty to the market for the very first time. Two three bedroom dwellings. Established grounds
with large vege garden and mature fruit trees which create this parklike setting.

RG2006 - KYLIE HEDGES 027 210 2996

=6 w2 =2

108 Brunton Crescent, Thames

39 Benner Drive, Ngatea

» Covered outdoor entertaining space
* Modern, Comfortable, Easy care

RN1475

$915,000

¢ Huge open plan living area + Separate lounge

=4 w2 b2 =2

RRP229

8128 State Highway 26, Hikutaia $730,000

* Small village living between Paeroa & Thames
* 3 brm home with lovely rural outlook - Dbl Garage
* Room for gardening & paddocks for your animals

=3 el b2 =1

RT5771

Superbly positioned to take in all day sun on an elevated private 1502m2 section with magnificent views is
this fully renovated contemporary home. The open plan living flows to both front and back outdoor decks
providing room for the BBQ and alfresco dining.

$939,000

=4 w2 b2 =1

PAEROA
07 862 7888
54 Belmont Road

NGATEA
07 867 7800
33 Orchard Road

THAMES
07 868 6978
556 Pollen Street

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz thames@richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008
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ENTERTAINMENT

Hauraki ente

By GORDON PREECE

p to 12 Hauraki performers

will grace the Paeroa Little
Theatre stage for its Pre Winter
Knees Up on April 28.

Committee member Don Neil
told The Profile the commit-
tee decided to hold the event
after the success of last year’s
Friday Night at the Theatre per-
formance, which attracted a full
house. “The vibe in the theatre
was just so lovely... people are
realising we are becoming quite a
popular venue for singers, poets,
or evenings and that is a biggie
t00,” he said.

“As a theatre we’re here for
the performers, it’s a chance to
enhance their reach within our
community, that there are ter-
rific musicians and poets within
our community.”

Don said the performers, con-
sisting of musicians, storytellers,
poets and a contemporary dance
group, will entertain this year’s
audience.

“Quite a few from last year have
returned because they enjoyed it
so much even as performers or as
part of the crowd,” he said.

“The performers that we have
are from within Hauraki, includ-
ing Paeroa, Mackaytown, Karan-
gahake, Waikino, Waitawheta,
and Waihi catchment, so we've
kept it very much local.”

Don said doors will open at
6:30pm and the curtains will
draw for the opening perfor-
mance at 7pm.

An intermission will take place

B gyt T
| A

at around 8pm with the show
wrapping up between 9:30pm
and 10pm.

Tickets are available at the
door for $20, which will go to-
wards the upkeep of the Francis
St theatre.

“We hope this will be as suc-
cessful as it was last year and
that would go a long way towards
keeping us for the year,” Don
said.

DETAILS: Paeroa Little Theatre Pre
Winter Knees Up, 1 Francis St, April
28, doors open at 6:30pm, first per-
formance at 7pm, intermission at
8pm, finish between 9:30pm and
10pm, Tickets available at the door.

rtainers to perform

Er 3 l,*' :

Rowena Buchannan, left, and Don Neil. Photo: GORDON PREECE

Waihi Fire
open day

By GORDON PREECE

'I‘he public have been ignited
to rush to the scene at 69
Kenny St for the Waihi Fire Bri-
gade open day on April 15.

Chief fire officer Moe Stevens
said the station had undergone
a close to $2 million redevelop-
ment for earthquake proofing
and the open day was a chance
for the public to see the “pretty
flash” upgrade.

“It’s the first time since it was
built [in 1966] that we've had
something spent on it by the fire
service and so we’re now look-
ing pretty flash so we would now
like to have an open day and give
thelocals a chance to have a look
round,” he said.

“We've got a couple of cars
to cut up, we've got fire engine
rides, barbecue, coffee, kids ac-
tivities, an escape maze, and
kitchen fire demonstrations,” he
said.

Moe said the event, which will
be held between 10am and 2pm,
would be free entry and a charge
will apply for the sausage sizzle
to raise funds for Leukemia and
Blood Cancer New Zealand.
DETAILS: Waihi Fire Brigade open
day, 69 Kenny St, April 25, 10am
to 2pm, BBQ, kitchen fire demon-
strations, escape maze, car cutting
demonstrations, fire engine rides,
money raised from sausage sizzle
sales will be donated to Leukemia
and Blood Cancer New Zealand.

DRIVING ACADEMY

Call us to see if you are
eligible for our FREE 3 day

We Care Community
Trust Grant Funding

In tough times we are here to help

We Care Community Trust is a recently licensed
gaming machines’ society operating from Punters
Sports Bar in Thames. We Care has funding available
for qualifying organisations in the local community.

Learners Course.
Driving lessons and help
to move you from
learners restricted
to a full licence are available.

Don’t let a lack of a driver’s licence make you
miss out on that job.

To book now call or text 027 314 1577

Applications are now being received and considered
by the Directors of We Care Community Trust in
accordance with their authorised purpose statement
and the funds that are available. Applications close at
the end of each month for consideration the following
month.

Level 3 Agriculture spaces available now.
Level 3 Horticulture spaces available now

Applications can be obtained online from:
https://wecare.org.nz/ or from
Punters Sports Bar

719 Pollen St
Thames

FREE courses, FREE transport - no EXCUSES
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SPORTS

Round the ring

High school students saddled up for the Thames
Valley Secondary Schools Show Jumping Day at
Ngatea Pony Club on March 24, where each horse
and rider had an appetite to rein supreme. Reporter
GORDON PREECE headed along to snap the action.

o g et

[ i

Charlotte New paces with her horse Maisie- Mouse. -

L . A Y I i et TS | 1, b S
Waihi College student Kylia Muir and Comet prance over the jump.

H
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Tamsin Douglas trots the course.

Hydraulink
Thames

MOBILE
== SERVICE

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

* Hydraulic hose & fittings by
* Breakdown services 24/7 jos
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Qils

* Ram repairs & servicing

» General Engineering

Flush out

Ph 07 868 5435  wox
0274 990 924 T

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

www. hauraki-dc.govt.nz/water/water-supply

__ai—

HAURAKI

DISTRICT COUNCIL

your taps

Some plumbing fittings have the
potential to allow minute traces of
metals to accumulate in water standing
in the fittings for several hours. Although
the health risk is small, the Ministry

of Health recommends that you flush

a mugful of water from your drinking
water tap each morning before use

to remove any metals that may have
dissolved from the plumbing fittings.

We recommend this simple precaution
for all households, including those on
public and private water supplies.

Triton GLX, sekms Triton GLX-R,
6 Speed

Triton GLS, 4x4

NOW %24,995

or finance

NOW 34,995

or finance

$22,995

or finance

Saunders

2014 Mitsubishi 2015 Mitsubishi 2015 Mitsubishi 2015 Holden

2008 Nissan 2019 Nissan 2019 Mitsubishi
Colorado LTZ, 4x4 Navara ST-X Navara ST-X, Triton GLX-R,
4X4, Top Spec 36 km’s, 4X4

NOW 32,995 -

or finance

\
A

NOW 520,995 NOW 42,995 NOW 42,995

or finance or finance or finance

201 Pollen St

www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz

5 B = A/h:W Hurley 021 941 963 - Paul S d 021 220 0098
wrsueisti IVITtsubishi arren Hurley aul Saunders

MOTORS

0800 11 11 10
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CALL THE EXPERTS

%~ TREE

*SHAPES
Quatficd Anboniots

s+~ Treework Large & Small

== Stump Grinding = Hedge Trimming

s+ Fruit Tree Pruning #= Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

BUILDING

FHDFEESIDHAL

TF:'A D

4 « Hinzbsinis

Office & Showroom

Chimney
Sweeping

Rich Visick
027 424 4217/ 07 862 5114

Coromandel, Hauraki & Beyond
Heights Certified & Insured

DRIVING ACADEMY
DRivVING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

o e

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal * Stump Grinding
Pruning * Clearing » Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BAGKN'SIDES m

027 439 0367

SERVICES

E EEHUIEEE

lacemakers Thames offers the full

range of building supplies from frame
and truss, to concrete, windows, kitchens
and bathrooms.

Branch operator John McGill, who has
held the role for 24 years, said Placemak-
ers’ 16 staff do “the very best” for retail
and commercial clients, especially during
recent periods of supply chain issues due
to Covid-19.

C nn..-rm'l.l-..-rl E-Irr'ul. F.J.r'rr_r..!

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

e Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

DAl Gt * Interior house clean “We've all been through the ups and
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear downs of the whole thing and it's been
gngnzﬁiZggg '8‘“ jof??‘ EO”Sidle’Ed testing for everybody and the builders
e Une Olf jJobs welcome H . sy -
027 457 2018 themselves... but it looks like it’s starting

to improve slowly,” he said.

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz “We're very well rounded, | think we've

Placemakers Thames’ John McGill says staff do “the very best” for clients.

Everything you need at Placemakers

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Photo: GORDON PREECE

got a lot of expertise within our business,
the Placemakers brand’s been around for
along time.”

John said he hoped to expand Place-
makers’ trade and retail supply.

“l think the industry itself would stand
up for a period of time in terms of record
house builds and in the Coromandel,” he
said.

“We’re very much seeing a lot of that
where people from out of town come and
build, especially on the eastern [Coroman-
del] border,” he said.

Contact Placemakers: 79 Kopu Rd, Mon-
day to Friday 7am - 5pm, Saturday 8:30am
to noon, Sunday closed, 07 868 0130.

ELECTRICIAN
* Rural & Dairy

ELECTRICIAN

®

1HNI5 ELECTRICAL
. 027 539 5572

\\" theinnis@xtra.co.nz
S

e Commercial

» Residential * Heat Pumps

e Service &
Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

&

Laser

Trialy Drpemabis”

¢ Industrial & Domaestic

ndustrial
ommercial
New Installations
® Re-Inspections
® Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area_

Registered
> Electrician &
Electricahlnspector

(07) 867-7049

ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR

ECTH e Caravan e-wofs
-.;:ir"'? 'f".-;{, ¢ Home and Business

electrical inspections
¢ IQP emergency lighting
inspections

e Solar power inspections

Servicing Hauraki,
Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz
GARDEN CARE SERVICES

Call the Gardener

FORH GLEDER . WIUR WAy

Call Paul (028) 4640 600
www.callthegardenerco.nz

HOUSEWASH

SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house,
roof or patios, fences & driveways.

Cleaning, moss treatment &
waterblasting for 25 years.
Also clean exterior windows.
Call 0800 737 777 or
Anton direct on 027 313 4386
atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Supply & Installation for

Digger, Bulldozer
99 Domestic & Commercial

& Truck Hire  Carpet - Vinyl
» Mulching - Laminate - Polyurethane
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote

Phone : 021020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz

r il

palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHonE Tim 027 278 5384

T & A MCWATTERS LTD

HIRE CENTRE

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland
Telephone: 07 868 9350

Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

HAIRDRESSER

Seiskors
HAIRCUTS
MEN
WOMEN
CHILDREN

APPOINTMENTS Across FrRom MiTRE 10
NOT NEEDED PoLLEN ST THAMES

HYDRAULIC HOSES

qpﬁML

www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

MOBILE MECHANIC

~ “mohile
mechanics

We come to you...
9 Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,
campervans, machinery & small engines
.9 Batteries available
Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

%ﬂrﬂmﬂi

Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service
Whangamata/Thames/Coromandel Region

hydhosecompany@gmail.com

Matt: 0274 123 996
For Senice Thal Couls

i . "-'-\

o FUNERAL
13 %

. SERVICES
u...' 3 /

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Traditional & Bespoke Funerals
Direct Cremation
Pre-Planning

Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

We have over 30 years of butchery expertise.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.

¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.

¢ Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty.

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

e Game orders over 10kg

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210

E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz
W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

Il  PanNTER
“That, Painter

Pl Lot
W il Prscase vy

* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

RUBBISH REMOVAL

DOG TREATS

Thames Market
everyiSaturday*
“RainforiShinel,

L

E: debstra.dogs@gma_i_i.com
FB: Debis|Dog’Treats‘n‘Meats

AULERIUNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LiQuI ASTE
SPECIALISTS

& 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

CLASSIFIEDS - peadiine 1pm Monday

Gardening

Handyman Services

PLUMBER

& Laser
PLUMBING ¢ DRAINAGE ¢ GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021
Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz
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SCRAP METAL

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

TYRES & BATTERIES

—

— TYRE snd BATTERT

[PRECISION

b Stockists of all major tyre brands
» Exide Batteries with

" WINDSCREENS

to /
e come 2 47 022 130 3885

extended warranties
» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Situation Vacant

Public Notice

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based. Ph 021
060 7659

THAMES HANDYMAN
& BUILDING SERVICES

general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

PART TIME DRIVING
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Building,
home maintenance &

for school runs in the Hauraki Plains, Thames

Gardening

& Coromandel areas.

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number,

Situation Vacant

Full training will be given however you will need to

anywhere.
Different machines for
different applications.
Over 20 years
experience.
Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your
stump problems.

027 439 0367

Grazing

Grazing available
Tahuna Alan 021 0244

3463
teaching Y1-3, commencing term 2, Monday
Storage 24th April 2023. Strengths in Literacy and
STO R AG E Numeracy, and a keen interest in Te Reo Maori,
KOPU, PAEROA Learning through Play and Enviroschools.
TE AWAMUTU Timeline for appointment process:
“New Units” + 14 April: shortlisting, reference checks.
Ph 027 440 7101 Shortlisted applicants will be contacted to
07 868 3033 arrange an interview time.
Safe n Sound Storage || |, 17 April: interviews, successful applicants
www.safestorage.co.nz pril-1 1ews, successiul appll

Thames Valley
Storage — secure, dry

units available, two
sizes. Call Trev 027
4076966

ANy

()

Paeroa Central School -
Position, Y1-3
(Suitable for Beginning Teachers)

We seek an energetic and dynamic teacher for
a position in our English Medium Junior school,

notified by phone, unsuccessful applicants
notified in writing by email.
Please send your CV and a cover letter to
principal@paeroacentral.school.nz

have held a full class one driver’s licence

for at least 2 years.
Drug and Alcohol testing and police checks apply.

If you are interested in joining our team, please
contact Gary at Go Bus on 0273754189 or

g6

Junior Teacher Gary.Brown@gobus.co.nz

for more information.

Situation Vacant

Proposed Temporary Road Closure

Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974,
notice is hereby given that for the purpose
of a Motorsport Hillclimb event organised by
Thames Valley Car Club it is intended to close
the following roads to ordinary vehicular
traffic for the period indicated hereunder.
During the proposed period of closure
provision will be made for ordinary vehicular
traffic, which would otherwise use the road,
to use alternative routes.

Period of closure: Sunday 21 May 2023,
9.00am to 5.00pm.

Roads to be closed: Pukewera/Taieri Roads,

Waihi

NEED STAFF?

Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular

GOT
LTI S
SOMETHING ,_q el
9 . . .
TOSELL? 11 concrete Mixer Driver Required
Advertise in the Based in Ngatea
Valley Profile . Expgrience preferred (however training will be
provided)
and + Class 4 license essential

get results!
Phone Nikki on
022 130 3885

+ Part-Time/Full-Time Positions Available
+ Pre employment drug test required
Phone Craig 0274 988 626
Or email operations@lbtcement.co.nz

traffic will be made with signs, cones and
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.

It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person otherwise than
under authority of an authorised permit to
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic
during the proposed period of closure.

Any objections should be directed to the
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or email
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 26 April 2023.
L D Cavers

Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATION
PARADES AND SERVICES
TUESDAY 25 APRIL, 2023

Citizens are invited to attend Public
Commemoration Services to be held in the
Hauraki District on TUESDAY 25 APRIL, 2023.

Paeroa Ward Civic Service

Public Commemoration Service to be held in the Paeroa War
Memorial Hall at 9:15am.

The Service will be preceded by the Parade, which will assemble in
Wharf Street behind the RSA at 8:45am. Organisation Markers are
requested to report to the Parade Marshal by 8:45am.

The Parade will commence at 9:00am proceeding to the War
Memorial Hall via Wharf Street, Belmont Road and Normanby Road.

Plains Ward Civic Service
Public Commemoration Service to be held in the Ngatea War
Memorial Hall at 11:15am.
The Service will be preceded by the Parade, which will assemble in
Pipiroa Road behind the RSA at 10:45am. Organisation Markers are
requested to report to the Parade Marshal at 10:45am.
The Parade will commence at 11:00am proceeding to the War
Memorial Hall via Pipiroa Road and Orchard West Road.
Waihi Ward Civic Service
Public Commemoration Service to be held in the Waihi Memorial
Hall at 11:00am.
The Service will be preceded by the Parade, which will assemble in
Seddon Street beside the RSA at 10:30am. Organisation Markers are
requested to report to the Parade Marshal at 10:30am.
The Parade will commence at 10:45am proceeding to the Memorial
Hall via Seddon Street.
Services Dress — Mufti and Service Medals
Wreaths will be laid during the service
All organisations and persons wishing to present wreaths at each
ward CIVIC service are asked to advise Katie McLaren, telephone
07 862 8609 no later than 4.00pm on Tuesday 18 April 2023.

Other Non-Civic Services:
Paeroa Dawn Service  6:00am
Kerepehi Dawn Service 6:00am

Cenotaph Primrose Hill, Paeroa

War Memorial Hall, Kerepehi
(5:30am muster for parade)

Ruaoneone Urupa, F Lowry Rd,
Whakatiwai

Kaihere Hall, Kaihere

Hauraki Plains College, Ngatea
RSA Club Waihi

Wreath Laying, Waihi Cemetery
Gilmour Reserve, Waihi

Kaiaua Service 7:00am

9:00am
6:00am
6:00am
8:00am
9:00am

Kaihere/Patetonga
Ngatea Dawn Service
Waihi Dawn Service

Tunnelling Company

DA Adams JP
MAYOR
Hauraki District
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The winning Hauraki RSA team.

Hauraki RSA captain Richard Coe, left, receives the
McCarroll Cup from Hauraki RSA president Chris Whitton.

The Paeroa RSA team.

Hauraki wins RSA sports competition

By GORDON PREECE

Hauraki RSA  bowled,
stroked and hit the bulls-
eye to win the refreshed McCa-
rroll cup competition against
Paeroa RSA on April 2.

The cup, which was named
after the McCarroll family who
lived in Ngatea, involves teams
from local RSA organisations
competing in bowls, snooker
and darts.

Hauraki RSA publicity officer
Trevor Birchall said while the
inaugural competition for the
cup was held in 1963, the event
had not been held since 2017.

“I came on the committee
and wanted to find out a little
about it and re-establish it so
I invited the Paeroa team to
come and play us and put a bit
more life into it,” he said.

“We’re going to be invited
back to Paeroa at a date still

to be finalised... so we can play
twice a year and continue it as
it traditionally has been.”

Trevor said the Hauraki
team, which consisted of 12 of
its committee members, were
“jubilant” when they won the
silverware.

“There were no other words
for it... Paeroa had won the
snooker, darts was shared...
and the bowls we happened to
be slightly better,” he said.

Inaugural Paeroa night
golf competition a big hit

Forty five keen golfers braved
what might have been a cold
dark night to play the inaugural
Night  Golf  three-person
Ambrose event on the evening
of April 5.

It was a brilliant clear evening
with close to a full moon. Some
played their part with fully lit
up trundles, bags etc to make
like mobile lighthouses, clearly
making their mark around the
course.

Golfers played six holes from
each nine in teams of three.

The flag pins and Tee blocks
were made up with glow sticks
and garden lights, and the glow
balls surprised all entries.

It was an amazing finish
to the Linn Motors Business
house twilight summer series.

Next game will be a composite
course nine-hole individual
event.

- Colin Anderson

Golfers enjoy playing at night under a near-full moon.
Photo: MARGARET MACLAURIN

= COromandelApp

JIYId Local news and information at your fingertips!

Download the Coromandel App for up-to-date local news from around the Coromandel Peninsula
and Hauraki districts, plus road and weather reports, local activities, trades & services, things to do,
local markets, shopping, dining, community information and much more!

The Coromandel App is powered by your local team at the Valley Profile, with
our award-winning journalists providing local news you can trust

Get your business on the Coromandel App for a cost effective way to reach your customers with
listings, banners or in-story adverts. Pricing starts from just 510 + GST per week!
Find out more: Ph 022 130 3885, nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

DOWNLOAD FREE TODAY!
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NEWSPRINT

Roll ends for sale
800mm wide, varying lengths,
S10 ea
Available at the
Valley Profile office:

2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school holidays
- art and craft,
moving, table coverings

and more......

Profile

Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST

The People’s Wellbeing Trust « Mobility Scooters  * Electric Lift Chairs
Total Mobility Scheme assessors « Bathroom and

IR EE el Wheelchairs

Toilet Aids
« Walkers
& SERVICE & SALES ] _
SALES HIRE . Daily Living Continence
Products

. Products -
. +*We will also do
Reachers, SockAids,
our best to source

Walking Sticks

other products on
and more

request

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) » Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 - E: tvtot2017 @gmail.com
Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am - 3pm, Friday 10am - 1pm - After hours by arrangement
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www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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EASY

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Ceasefire (5)
4 Become more
ambitious (5,4,6)
14 Investigate (5)

65 Go astray (3)
66 Headland (10)
68 Meat pin (6)

69 Stinging plant (6)
71 Going up (9)

EASY

MEDIUM

29 Egg-shaped
musical instrument (7)
30 Discover the
position of (6)

31 Grey-faced (5)

15 Seller’s patter (5)
16 Good poker hand
(5,9)

17 River freight boat (5)
19 Boy (3)

20 Spotted feline (7)
21 Customer base (9)
22 Hole (6)

25 Thwart (9)

27 Dexterous (6)

28 Renowned (6)

33 Place of restricted
flow (10)

35 Jamaican musical
style (3)

36 Undergo pain (6)
37 Final (4)

39 Intestine (3)

41 Tycoon (7)

42 Thin covering (6)
43 Financial debt (9)
44 Coral island (5)
45 Mended (8)

50 Expression of
hesitation (2)

51 Rebel; outlaw (8)
55 Shepherd’s staff (5)
58 Abundant (9)

59 Combined (6)

60 Walk heavily or
tiredly (7)

61 Night flier (3)

63 Platform (4)

64 School non-
attender (6)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Awkward, 4 Restricted, 9 Academy, 13 Link, 14 Grovel, 15 Vienna, 16 Propose, 19
Bassoon, 20 Let sleeping dogs lie, 21 Gazebo, 22 Sticky, 24 Duplicate, 29 Heirloom, 30 Beaver, 31
Sparrow, 35 Contains, 36 Margin, 37 Earl, 38 Camel, 39 Yet, 41 Shell, 43 Seethe, 47 Zebra, 50 Hop,
54 Covet, 55 True, 56 Collie, 57 Triangle, 60 Fiction, 61 Govern, 62 Exhausts, 65 Applauded, 67
Asthma, 68 Savage, 72 Blot on the landscape, 75 Old hand, 77 Attempt, 78 Fathom, 79 Appeal, 80

76 Floor covering (6)
77 Allowed (9)

79 Pair (7)

81 Court (3)

84 Backbone (5)

85 Considerate (10)

86 Soldier’s decoration

®)

87 Throw out (5)
88 Very difficult
to catch, pin down
(8,2,2,3)

89 Penniless (5)

DOWN

2 Sword (6)

3 Inexpensive (5)

5 Tiny particle (4)

6 Bright red colour (7)
7 Counterbalance (6)
8 Burst (5)

9 Learned person (7)
10 Asian desert (4)

11 Intimidating remark
(6)

12 Mirthful (5)

13 Interferes (7)

14 Fishing bird (7)

18 Gold seeker (10)
23 Basket for fish (5)
24 Hidden or
unsuspected difficulty
()

26 Circular building (7)

27 Word puzzle (7)

Silo, 81 Pretend, 82 Ingredient, 83 Airless.

32 Partial refund (6)
34 Was aware of (4)
36 Bend down (5)
38 Culinary herb (5)
40 Conceal (4)

45 Quick (5)

46 Childish (7)

47 Jot (4)

48 Exertion (6)

49 Automaton (5)
50 Stringed instrument
(7)

52 Reduce the number
of options (6,4)

53 Shine wetly (7)
54 Crave (6)

55 Meat chopper (7)
56 Saltpetre (5)

57 Retain (4)

62 Pugilist (5)

67 Thaw (7)

68 Underwater plant
()

70 Playhouse (7)
72 Add sugar (7)

73 Story in episodes
(6)

74 Periods in
development (6)

75 Go onboard (6)
76 Managed (5)

78 Irritable (5)

80 Diaphanous (5)
82 Cry (4)

83 Uncontaminated (4)

B
H K

71 Sonata, 73 Learn, 74 Adage, 76 Dross.

DOWN: 1 Ad-lib, 2 King-size, 3 Daring, 4 Revolution, 5 Split, 6 Rivalry, 7 Clever, 8 Ennui, 10 Carbon
copy, 11 Deposit, 12 Mosaic, 17 Double bass, 18 Agile, 21 Grouchy, 23 Compass, 25 Uneven, 26
Cringe, 27 Launch, 28 Bolero, 30 Bugle, 32 Reap, 33 Knot, 34 Urge, 40 Exotic, 42 Lard, 44 Exceed,
45 Talon, 46 Evident, 48 Barque, 49 Avant-garde, 50 Huge, 51 Prelude, 52 Dent, 53 Remote, 58
Rolling pin, 59 Chamber pot, 63 Sushi, 64 Parasite, 66 Patient, 67 Assumed, 69 Slater, 70 Anchor,
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National success relayed to junior riders

By GORDON PREECE

Paeroa BMX Club coach
opes her second place
finish at the recent national
championships can inspire the
next generation of young ped-
dlers.

Caitlin Georgantas, who lives
in Te Awamutu, first saddled
up to coach in Paeroa in Sep-
tember last year.

She told The Profile she was
“stoked” to pass on her skills
and knowledge at the Taylor
Ave club.

“I did a bit of coaching in
Hamilton and I had done some
[coaching] when I lived down
in Wellington so when [Paeroa
BMX Club] approached me,
I thought why not help coach
a different area of riders and
hopefully provide as much
knowledge as I can to them,”
she said.

“I really enjoy the kids [at
Paeroa BMX Club] and their
will to learn about the sport
and how passionate they are
about the sport.

“I started from a small club
down in Wellington and I
wasn’t really good when I
started and a lot of people
don’t really believe that... I try
to teach the kids that because
they’re very much a small club
that is very much like where I
started.”

Caitlin said the Paeroa club
was “very supportive” after
her second place achievement
at the 2023 BMX NZ National

Caitlin Georgantas, centre back row, says she is “stoked” to pass on her skills and knowledge to the BMX riders she coaches in Paeroa.

Championships held in Tau-
ranga last month.

“They shared the post on Fa-
cebook and I could hear them
cheering for me and it was
quite cool for the kids to know
a name in that class,” she said.

“I've been riding since 2009
and I think that might have
been my 13th nationals... and

I was pretty stoked [to achieve
second place], happy to still be
out there and pushing it with
the girls.”

Caitlin said she competed un-
der Hamilton BMX Club at the
nationals.

She coached up to 30 BMX
riders once a fortnight at the
Paeroa club, which was also

focused on getting its wheels
spinning again with more
members and volunteers, par-
ticularly after track damage
caused by Cyclone Gabrielle.
“We actually spent one ses-
sion we were supposed to be
riding and coaching just fixing
the tracks,” she said.
“Everytime it floods it just

Photo: SUPPLIED

puts more work on the small
amount of volunteers and
members that they have, so it’s
a bit of a tough one with all the
flooding that’s been going on
out there.

“[The club is] constantly us-
ing social media to try and get
more members and volun-
teers... it’s a fun sport.”
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$182.87/week is based on Vitara JX Hybrid 2WD Manual, $39,990 plus ORC, total amount payable $47,729.07; $195.56/week based on Vitara JLX Hybrid 2WD Auto Two Tone shown, $42,790 plus ORC, total amount payable $51,041.16, nil deposit, 6.9% p.a. fixed interest rate, 5 year

N El BEE%E IT term, $10.35 PPSR fee, $130 UDC loan fee and $200 dealer origination fee. On-road costs are payable to the Dealer. Suzuki Finance is provided by UDC Finance Limited. Lending criteria, fees and standard terms and conditions apply. Offer available 22 March to 30 April 2023. Excludes
fleet purchases, demo vehicles and all other promotions. *For more information and how to apply for the Clean Car Discount rebate visit www.nzta.govt.nz/cleancar. www.suzuki.co.nz

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ |

39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA |

07 862 8783

HAURAKI'S HOME OF § SUZUKI



