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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us 
today 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash 
directly into landfi ll … that makes me see red! 

Well, it’s a no brainer … make the Smartest move, 
call the experts today, we know how to 

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.
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Last call for ‘The Hika’Last call for ‘The Hika’
The discussion to buy a pub began over 

a beer.
But it wasn’t just idle talk, and it wasn’t 

just any pub - it was the Pioneer Tavern in 
Hikutaia, and for almost a year its patrons 
had gone without their local watering hole, 
without their “social hub”.

With the ‘For Sale’ sign out the front, and 
with a desire to make the building a local 
asset, a group of locals banded together and 
thought: let’s have a go.

Now, they are “well on the way” to buying 
the Pioneer Tavern for the community.

In April, 2022, publicans Ray and Su-
zanne Waite put the beloved pub on the 
market, after “spoiling” the Hikutaia com-
munity with good service for almost 30 
years, Hikutaia local Bill Quinn told The 
Profi le. “The property was on the market 
for about fi ve years, and everyone thought 
someone was going to buy it and carry it on, 
but if they didn’t, everyone said: ‘We should 
buy it as a community’ but nobody actually 
did anything.

“Then it sold and didn’t open as a pub, 
and everyone said: ‘Oh, we should have 
bought it’.”

Bill said as soon as the tavern came back 
on the market, a small group of locals de-
cided to either “talk about it and regret it” 
or “take action and have a go”. 

“So, that’s what we’re doing,” Bill said, 
“we’re having a go.” 

They’ve established Hika Lands Ltd - 
a registered company - and community 
members and interested parties can pur-
chase shares, with 800 shares of $1000 re-
quired to purchase the pub. 

Bill said they were “well on the way to be-
ing able to complete the project”. 

“By the end of [this] week, we either go 
ahead or we pull the pin, and if we go ahead, 
there’s still opportunity for shareholding 
investments to go forward, longer term, but 

we’ve got to be in the race,” he said.
Bill calls himself the “project idiot” - stat-

ing that it sometimes takes an “idiot” to 
stand up and make change. 

He’s had meetings with Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council and said there was 
“no reason” why they couldn’t get the pub 
back to “a full operational social hub for 
our district”. “The community buy-in has 
been brilliant. We can all drive around the 
country and see empty country pubs every-
where, turning into houses, or just becom-
ing derelict,” Bill said.

“We’ve been without our community 
hub, our social connection spot, for coming 
up a year, and people are missing it - that’s 
the real driver.

“People are suddenly realising how valu-
able it was now they haven’t got it.” 

Bill said he was aware that the pub’s sale 
had attracted other interested parties, with 
some looking into the possibility of turning 
the tavern into a private dwelling. 

Hika Lands has a conditional sales pur-
chase agreement in place on the property, 
which will become unconditional on March 
27, if successful in their acquisition of 
shares.

If a “change of the baton” is initiated, 
Hika Lands has “phase two” aspirations - 
upgrading the pub so it becomes a “des-
tination”, with features such as an 
outdoor big screen, a stage for live 
music, a hangi pit, and a kids play 
zone.

Seven hundred shares of 
$1000 are required for phase 
two. “The key thing isn’t about 
selling a good time, the punch 
line we’re getting across is to step 
up now before it is too late,” Bill 
said. “There’s nobody bank-rolling 
this, if the community doesn’t step 
up, it will not happen.” 
DETAILS: To register your interest: Ph 027 
564 5170 or email biosoils@xtra.co.nz.

If a “change of the baton” is initiated, 
Hika Lands has “phase two” aspirations - 
upgrading the pub so it becomes a “des-
tination”, with features such as an 
outdoor big screen, a stage for live 
music, a hangi pit, and a kids play 

Seven hundred shares of 

up now before it is too late,” Bill 
said. “There’s nobody bank-rolling 
this, if the community doesn’t step 

DETAILS: To register your interest: Ph 027 
564 5170 or email biosoils@xtra.co.nz.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Hikutaia local Bill Quinn says the 
community is close to purchasing 

their local pub. 
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town
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328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides
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Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

SCUBA & SPEARFISHING

Get your gear “dive ready” - we service 
all dive gear and fill and test cylinders. 

We stock SCUBA and Spearfishing 
gear, wetsuits available to order. 

MARINE

We are your local store for a wide 
range of marine products.

For trailer boats, yachts and launches - 
we stock chandlery for new builds, 

maintenance and repairs.

FISH

Your only main street tackle 
and marine safety gear supplier.

Charts, life jackets and flares available.

We fish
We dive

We know 
Marine

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is Pete 
the Pukeko and I’m 
here to help you. 
Find me in one of the 
display adver� se-
ments in The Valley 

Profi le, then email admin@valley-
profi le.co.nz with your full name 
and postal address, and the busi-
ness name and page number of the 
ad by the following Monday to go 
in the draw to win a Lo� o � cket. 
Last issue it was in the Advantage 
Tyres ad.

The Valley Profi le is delivered 
weekly to le� erboxes in the  

Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, 
Thames, Thames Coast, plus 
bulk distribu� on peninsula-

wide. 
Our focus is 100% local 

community news. 
‘THE PAPER PEOPLE READ’

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Publisher/Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

kelley@valleyprofi le.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece

Ph 022 174 3988
gordon@valleyprofi le.co.nz
Reporter Alice Parminter

Ph 022 527 0988
alice@valleyprofi le.co.nz

ADVERTISING
Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 130 3885
Email: nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA
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ISSN 2703-5700

FIND US ONLINE:
www.valleyprofi le.co.nz or 
download the Coromandel 
App on your smart phone

Teachers protest at Create The Vibe in Mary St, Thames. 

Haley Stewart, le� , Anna Walters, Hannah Anderson.

Phil Gurnick and Anisha Khan.

 Suzy Dunser and Luke Devery.

Teachers strike
Thames Valley teachers and principals left the 
classroom for the streets in Thames, Paeroa and 
Waihī on March 16 as part of a nationwide strike 
for better conditions to improve public education. 
The rallies were organised by the Post Primary 
Teachers Association and the New Zealand 
Educational Institute after both unions rejected 
Ministry of Education off ers to increase staff , and 
allow better pay and working conditions. Reporter 
GORDON PREECE captured the protest.

Teacher Deane Sco� , le� , with teacher Maree Entwisle.

Darcy Knyve� , le� , Michael Moroney, and Sean Coller.
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HARBOR TOWN
2 Seater

NOW $1,299*
WAS $2,299

HARBOR TOWN
Rocker Recliner

NOW $1,099*
WAS $1,999

Mahogony Arms and Selected Gem Fabrics only

SALEMake it 
Yours

at least

all La-Z-Boy
*

BEST
SELLER

25% off* all sofas, modulars, lift chairs, recliners, armchairs and more.

40%
off*

over

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

*T&C’s apply. Par� cipa� ng stores only. Please see in-store for more details or go to la-z-boy.co.nzLIMITED TIME ONLY

Volunteer today! Phone 07 839 3191 

#1 Baker (Thames) 
Spread a bit of sweetness in our community 
and give a moment of happiness to people 
going through a tough time. 
 

#2 Driver License Mentor (Thames) 
Help young people learn an essential skill for 
developing independence and gaining 
employment by mentoring learner drivers. 
 

#3 In Person Literacy Coach (Thames) 
Make a difference in an adult student’s life by 
helping them face to face with their reading 
and writing. 
 

#4 Visitor for Older People (Various locations) 
Provide company and connection for older 
people in our community who feel isolated and 
lonely. 

www.volunteeringwaikato.org.nz 

VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERR  IINN  
YYOOUURR  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  

TTOODDAAYY!!    

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Selected 
end of season 

shirts 
25 to 50 % o� .

Businesses turn attention towards survival
In the wake of storms and the 

closure of State Highway 25A, 
Thames-Coromandel business-
es are turning their thoughts to 
how they are going to survive the 
next nine to 12 months without 
direct access across the coast.

The Coromandel didn’t even 
make the top 10 visitor destina-
tions for the month of February, 
Thames Coromandel District 
Council said, which is unprec-
edented.

Kristy Ralls at Prescotts Ga-
rage in Hikuai said the road clo-
sure was having a massive eff ect 
on the business.

“We’ve actually just had to 
make a young guy redundant 
because business since that 
road closed, plus all the fl oods 
and cyclones … the shop side of 
it has just gone so quiet. It just 
has such a fl ow on eff ect for our 
whole business,” she said. 

There were also personal im-
plications, she said. 

“[Owner] Shaun lives in Kōpū, 
and he’s having to go the long 
way, potentially costing us about 
12 grand extra a year for fuel and 
RUCs for him to do that.”

Kristy said she was worrying 
about how they were going to 
pay the bills.  

“Normally we should be so 
cash-rich at this time of the year 
going into winter, and we are 
not at all,” she said. “It’s been 
quite stressful.”

She said there was barely any 
traffi  c through Hikuai now, 
apart from the road workers and 
the odd tourist who was una-

Work has begun on the gaping chasm on the road between Kōpū and Hikuai, but it’s not an immediate fi x.       Photo: SUPPLIED/WAKA KOTAHI

ware of the road closure. 
“It’s just like dead man’s land 

out here,” she said. “It’s quiet, 
real quiet.” 

Over in Thames, Kerren Ad-
ams of Valley Panelbeaters was 
similarly dispirited. 

“The traffi  c volume coming 
through here’s not the same,” he 
said. 

“At the moment it’s not aff ect-
ing me too much because we’ve 
still got work to do, but peo-
ple are choosing not to come to 
Thames now to get their RUCs 

and stuff  done or looking at al-
ternatives for their insurance 
jobs.” 

Cancellations were coming in 
from over the hill now, Kerren 
said. 

“It’s life changing for me. 
We’ve had all this Covid stuff  
and being locked down … it af-
fects you mentally. Really, is eve-
rything worth it?”

Kerren said his commute, from 
Pauanui to Thames, was also un-
sustainable and he was having to 
stay in town during the week to 

avoid driving four hours a day. 
“I’m gonna have to re-evaluate 

work,” he said. “I’ve worked all 
my life to be in a situation where 
I’ve got a nice house - I can’t even 
go to it because we can’t rely on 
the roads. I don’t want to waste 
my life in the car.”

Things were slightly more 
positive at Goldfi elds Mall, with 
owner John Freer saying his ten-
ants were taking a proactive ap-
proach to marketing in a bid to 
fi nd new markets until the road 
was reopened. 

Still, he said, business was 
down, and there had been a no-
ticeable eff ect on trade. 

“We’ve got 22 businesses that 
operate out of Goldfi elds, and 
pretty much all of them are feel-
ing some type of impact,” he 
said. 

“It’s just an absolute impera-
tive that [the road] gets open as 
soon as possible.”

SH25A UPDATE, P12

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Residents of Moanataiari are invited to attend a 
public information meeting on the sea wall.

The meeting will cover:
• how well the sea wall is protecting the area 
• how sea-level rise will affect the wall’s performance
• options for the future.

It’s your chance to get informed, hear fi rst-hand 
from the scientists and engineers who’re looking at 
solutions, and to ask questions. 

Moanataiari Sea Wall
Public information meeting

e ourcoast@tcdc.govt.nz  w tcdc.govt.nz/smp

WHEN  5.30pm Wednesday 29 March

WHERE  The Civic Centre, 200 Mary Street, Thames

Light snacks will be provided before the meeting.

612 Pollen Street 
Thames

07 868 7388

We use Biodegradable Trays

Fresh NZ Mutton Chops 

only 

$12.99 kg

Every in-store purchase goes in the draw 
to win a $100 meat voucher

Do   
EYE STRAINEYE STRAIN
Do you have any of the following 

symptoms when using a 
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa� gue • Light sensi� vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina� on 

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the diff erence

Judge: Paper system 
possible cause of delay
The man accused of driving a 

stolen vehicle into the front 
of two Thames businesses will 
now have his sentencing hand-
ed down in Pukekohe.

He was meant to be convicted 
in Thames back in February, 
but after a raft of other charges 
were brought to the presid-
ing judge’s attention, the case 
could not proceed.

Judge Noel Cocurullo faced 
the same problem when the 
man appeared again at the 
Thames District Court on 
March 17.

He said there was a “fun-
damental problem” with the 
sentencing indication handed 
down by Judge Geoghegan on 
January 20 - in that the judge 
was not made aware of a raft 
of other charges against the 
accused from Manukau Court, 
including burglary and arson, 
intentional damage, carrying 
an imitation firearm, failure to 
provide information, driving 
while disqualified, and resist-
ing.

“Judge Geoghegan gave a 
sentencing indication and no 
one had a clue about the South 
Auckland charges… 

“In fact, Judge Geoghegan’s 
sentencing indication is very 
much on the basis that [the 
man] was a first offender for 

burglary, when he wasn’t, and 
the only person who knew he 
was in fact pleading guilty to a 
burglary in South Auckland was 
[the man]. No one else knew.”

In that case, allowing the ear-
lier sentencing indication to 
stand would be “quite wrong” 
and Judge Cocurullo said the 
court system relying on paper 
could be to blame for the sur-
prise charges.

“One might argue that, be-
cause in 2023 we still operate 
on paper, that is the simple rea-
son,” he said. 

“If [the man’s] charges had 
come up on screen, they would 
have been right before [Judge 
Geoghegan’s] very eyes.”

Earlier, the court heard how 
on the evening of August 9, 
2022, the man allegedly en-
tered a rural address in Puke-

kohe and gained entry to a Mit-
subishi Triton ute parked in the 
driveway.

He took the vehicle and drove 
to a service station in Mara-
marua, using the victim’s pay-
wave to put $149.29 of diesel 
into the car. 

He then drove to Thames.
At some point, the man alleg-

edly put on three sets of gloves 
and partially concealed his face 
before driving the stolen vehi-
cle at speed into the front of 
Sunburst Cafe along Pollen St.

He reversed the vehicle and 
drove again, at speed, into the 
front of Thames Jewellers. 

The ute became stuck, half in-
side and half outside the store.

The man left on foot and 
was subsequently arrested and 
searched; a meat cleaver was 
found on his person.

At the time, the man offered 
no explanation for his offend-
ing. 

Judge Geoghegan’s sentenc-
ing indication from January 20 
was thereby withdrawn. 

The man was offered the op-
portunity to vacate his guilty 
pleas to the charges set before 
him during that indication, but 
chose not to. 

He will now await sentencing 
at Pukekohe District Court in 
May.

Rates could go 
up 11.4 per cent
Thames-Coromandel District 

Council is floating an 11.4 per 
cent average rates increase for 
the coming financial year. 

This is almost 4 per cent higher 
than what was forecast in 2021.

Mayor Len Salt said the pro-
posed increase would “undoubt-
edly” add an extra burden to 
ratepayers - particularly on 
those on fixed or limited income. 

“I am deeply aware of this and 
myself, councillors, and our staff 
have put a massive amount of 
effort into trying to limit the in-
crease as much as we possibly 
can,” he said.

“We do have rates remission 
and hardship options available 
to people who are significantly 
impacted by the rates and we 
strongly encourage people to 
contact council and discuss their 
individual situation with us to 
see if we can help.”

Mayor Salt told The Profile 
that “the current financial situa-
tion” not only for Thames-Coro-
mandel District Council, but on 
a national and global scale, was 
going to be tough “possibly for 
the next 12 months”. 

Council was looking at further 
options for managing expendi-
ture, he said.

“Where we can find savings, 
we will do so.”

In council’s 2021-2031 Long 
Term Plan, staff forecast a 7.7 

per cent average rates increase 
for the district this coming year. 
Since then, council said, interest 
rates have increased, project and 
contract costs have escalated, 
and now, council faces the on-
going costs to rebuild and re-
cover following the recent storm 
events.

The proposed district average 
rates increase of 11.4 per cent 
may change further before coun-
cil adopts its final Annual Plan 
in June, to accommodate storm 
rebuilding and recovery projects 
which haven’t yet been costed.

“Public input and submissions 
are vital in the process and we 
strongly encourage residents 
and ratepayers to have their say 
on the proposed Annual Plan,” 
Mayor Salt said.

Council also wants to know if 
Thames residents would pre-
fer to defer the planned Pol-
len Street upgrade project to 
2024/25 and beyond. 

If the deferral is supported, 
then the capital budgets for 
Pollen Street water, wastewa-
ter, stormwater and roading in 
2023/24 will be zero.
DETAILS: Public consultation is 
open now until April 10. To have 
your say and view council’s Consul-
tation Document, visit: www.tcdc.
govt.nz/Our-Community/Have-
Your-Say/Current-Consultations

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 

Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“Judge Geoghe-
gan’s sentencing 
indication is very 

much on the basis 
that [the man] 

was a first offend-
er for burglary, 

when he wasn’t.”
- Judge Noel Cocurullo 
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 Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Price subject to mattress and base only.

THE BIG SELLOFFTHE BIG SELLOFF
50%

OFF

POSTURE ELITE MEDIUM

All sizes available
NOW $1699
WAS $3398

Queen mattress + Base

60%
OFF

POSTURE REST FIRM

All sizes available
NOW $2275
WAS $5688

Queen mattress + Base

Earn Flybuys with us

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 4pm / Sun 10am - 3pm  Ph: 07 868 3332

HOT
DEAL!

MANLY COMBO

$999
NOW ONLY

2x Bedsides and Tallboy

NZ Pine

Taking the fi rst step towards fi rst steps
Four-year-old Ruby Shelford 

has a cheeky grin that’s full 
of mischief. 

It’s clear the Thames girl is as 
full of energy as any other pre-
schooler. She also has cerebral 
palsy. Ruby was born early at 
32 weeks, and after a compli-
cated delivery was diagnosed 
with the disability. Although her 
condition is mild, she is unable 
to walk and suff ers from stiff , 
painful muscles in her legs. 

Cerebral palsy is caused by 
damage to the brain, and aff ects 
muscle control, movement and 
posture. It is a condition that re-
quires lifelong treatment from 
an early age; Ruby needs physi-
otherapy twice a week, and has 
already undergone two surger-
ies on her hips. 

Mum Doleena says it’s hard to 
see Ruby miss out on so many 
milestones. 

“We obviously make our deci-
sions on what we do depending 
on her really,” she says. 

“For instance [if] we’ve got a 
party to go to at the skatepark. 
And she can’t ride a bike or she 
can’t hold herself on a bike. So 
it’s sort of like, do we go? Or do 
we say no, we can’t?”

“It’s hard as parents,” says 
her dad, Nick. “You do get to 
miss out. It’s hard to go to parks 
sometimes and watch all the 
other kids running around and 
your one can’t.” 

For mild cases such as Ruby’s, 
one of the treatments is an op-
eration called Selective Dorsal 

Rhizotomy (SDR). It is a per-
manent neurosurgical operation 
which reduces spasticity - stiff -
ness - in the legs. If successful, 
Ruby will have a good chance of 
walking. The only catch - it’s not 
off ered in New Zealand. 

Doleena and Nick are fun-
draising to get her to St Louis 
Children’s Hospital in Missouri, 
United States, for the operation.

There she will be under the 
care of the doctor who invented 
the operation, Dr Park. 

“The surgeon only takes on 
patients that he thinks have a 
good chance of walking again,” 
Nick says. “The surgery will also 
lessen the chance of further sur-
geries later in life … and it should 
prevent a lot of pain.” 

Getting a spot for the opera-
tion was not an easy task. 

“She had to be assessed be-
fore we were accepted,” Doleena 
says. “We had to go to the physi-
otherapist and do videos with 
her - diff erent stances, sitting, 

stretching, x-rays.”
Ruby is scheduled to have her 

operation on April 28. After-
wards, she will need to stay in 
the country for three additional 
weeks as she undergoes inten-
sive physiotherapy, up to four 
times a week. Overall, the fl ights, 
accommodation, post-operative 
treatments and the operation 
itself will cost the family around 
$120,000. 

Local businesses have con-
tributed to the cause, which the 

Ruby, 4, wants to face life with a spring in her step, but she needs some help.                 Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

couple are very grateful for, but 
they are still working hard to 
make up the shortfall of around 
$100,000. 

Nick says it’s a daunting plan, 
but the outcome will be worth it 
to give Ruby the chance to expe-
rience the independence most 
children her age take for grant-
ed. “There’s a good chance, it’s 
not guaranteed but it’s highly 
likely that she will be [walking] 
even if it’s just with a walker or 
walking stick,” he says. 

“My hope for her is that she 
has that independent lifestyle 
where she can go to the gro-
cery store and buy groceries, go 
to the toilet unaided … that’s a 
fairly normal lifestyle.”

“We want her to walk, basical-
ly. We want her to be independ-
ent, to have an independent 
life,” Doleena adds. “It’s such a 
small thing, us not having to lift 
her. The goal would be to walk. 
Just to walk.”
DETAILS: To help Ruby, visit giveal-
itt le.co.nz/cause/operati on-fi ght-
4-ruby.

“My hope for her is that 
she has that independ-
ent lifestyle where she 
can go to the grocery 

store and buy groceries, 
go to the toilet unaided 
… that’s a fairly normal

lifestyle.”
- Nick Shelford

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



06 THE VALLEY PROFILE, March 22, 2023   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

224 POLLEN ST, THAMES • PHONE 868 3287

BEEF 
BBQ BURGER 

PATTIES              
10 FOR $1010 FOR $10

BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGES
YOU ASKED 
FOR THEM

WE NOW HAVE 
THEM IN-STORE

SMOKED PORK 

SOFT BONES

$10 PER PACK

PORK BBQ 
STEAKS

3 FLAVOURS

5 FOR $10

NOW AVAILABLE 
DELICIOUS HOME 
MADE SAVLOYS 
MADE THE OLD 
FASHIONED WAY

NEW PRODUCT NEW PRODUCT NEW PRODUCT NEW PRODUCT

HAM 

STEAKS              

4 FOR $104 FOR $10

BEEF OR LAMB 

RISSOLES              

10 FOR $1010 FOR $10
CRUMBED BEEF, 

PORK OR CHICKEN 
SNITZELS              

8 FOR $108 FOR $10

READY MADE 
STEAK & KIDNEY 
BEEF CASSEROLE 
PORK OR CHICKEN 

STIR FRY              
$10 EACH$10 EACH

CHICKEN 

KEBABS              

8 FOR $108 FOR $10

CRUMBED PORK 

SCOTCH FILLETS              

5 FOR $105 FOR $10
CHICKEN 

MARYLAND            

8 FOR $108 FOR $10

STRETCH YOUR $10 NOTE FURTHER AT 
WITH THESE GREAT DEALS HARV’S BUTCHER SHOP

TO ALL GOLD CARD HOLDERS
GET 10% OFF ANY PURCHASE OVER $30

OFFER EXPIRES END OF MAY 2023

Young metal detectorist unearths relics
A young man and his metal 

detector have been reunit-
ing people with their lost be-
longings.

Matt Howse, 10, has been 
taking his new device to nearby 
beaches, surveying the sand 
and finding jewellery, coins, 
and relics of yesteryear beneath 
it.

The Karangahake School stu-
dent first got into metal detect-
ing after a trip to 
the South Island 
two years ago, his 
dad Tony told The 
Profile.

“He bought [a 
metal detector] 
when we went 
gold mining down 
the South Island, 
but it was more for 
gold, so it wasn’t 
until Matt did 
some busking in 
Thames and made 
enough money to 
buy this new metal detector - 
which is really good for finding 
coins and jewellery, along the 
beach, especially.” 

To earn enough for his metal 
detector, Matt learned to play 
two songs on the guitar and 
stood outside Goldfields Shop-
ping Centre for an hour.

From that, he earned just 
over $386. 

He has since been traversing 
the beaches of Whangamatā 
and has had great success in 
reuniting people with their 

lost items. “He found a lady’s 
watch, and her mum had given 
it to her years ago. She went 
to the beach the night before 
and she had a swim and lost it 
there,” Tony said. 

“She put a post up [on social 
media] and someone tagged 
me, and I said, ‘We’ll meet you 
there at 1 o’clock and you can 
show us where it is’. 

“We got there a bit earlier, so 
Matt jumped off the sandbank, 
turned his machine on, and 
within 20 seconds, he’d found 

it,” he said. “She 
was just over the 
moon.” 

Tony said there 
was quite a large 
contingency of 
metal detector-
ists throughout 
New Zealand, and 
while “every 10 or 
20 steps” you may 
be able to find a 
coin of some kind, 
Matt has spent 
half an hour along 
a certain stretch 

and has only found a few pieces 
of tinfoil. 

“It depends on how many 
people have been there before 
you,” Tony said.

The Karangahake pair take 
all the rubbish they’ve un-
earthed away with them, and 
“there’s a rule that you always 
fill your holes in”.

Tony said Matt was “really 
thorough” and had learned all 
the different beeps the metal 
detector makes. He will contin-
ue metal detecting throughout 

Matt Howse, 10, has been using his new metal detector to reunite people with their belongings once lost in the sand.
                          Photos: SUPPLIED

winter, and the father and son 
duo will keep their eyes fixed to 
the ground, in hopes to find an 
elusive gold nugget.

“As soon as there is a storm on 
the beach, everything changes, 
and things from yesteryear can 
be anywhere,” Tony said.

“Even if someone has been 
through [the sand] one week, 
three or four weeks later, it’s a 
different beach.” 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Matt uses his pointer, left, to unearth coins and lost jewellery.                                 

“As soon as there 
is a storm on the 

beach, every-
thing changes, 

and things from 
yesteryear can be 

anywhere.”
- Tony Howse
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Ssangyong Actyon 
Sports Manual, Diesel, 2WD,

Low km

JUST
$14,990

2013 Mazda Atenza
2.0Lt  Auto, Immac cond  

$13,990
SPECIAL

2003 Ford Focus
1.6 Manual, Good kms

$5,990
ONLY

2014 Mitsubishi Lancer
2.0Ltr Auto, NZ New, Hi Spec Model

$9,990
 JUST

2006 Holden Commodore
  SV6 New 18” Alloys, T-Bar

 
$8,990

VALUE 

2013 Ford Fiesta Zetec
1.6 Lt Auto, Only 73km 

$12,990

2013 BMW XI
Auto, Top Example

   
$11,990

2014 Mercedes A180
Auto, Low 22kms, As New Condition

$19,990
 

Patrollers recognised for creating safety
Senior Constable Gareth 

Carter from Thames Police 
has a vivid memory about Pe-
ter Nicholson and his late wife 
Carole.

“There were burglars down 
at the marina and I thought: 
‘Oh yes, I’m gonna catch these 
guys’,” he recalled at an awards 
evening for the Thames Com-
munity Patrol last week.

“I went running in there 
thinking ‘I’ve caught them, I’ve 
caught them’ - but they had 
beat me to it. It was the com-
munity patrol that actually beat 
the police in getting there.”  

Volunteers of Thames’ com-
munity patrol - which has 
been operating in the town 
for 20 years - were recognised 
at a service award ceremony 
at Thames Police Station on 
March 14.

Peter was one of the recipi-
ents. 

He has been involved with 
keeping the streets safe for two 
decades, and said back in the 
day, when the pubs closed, the 
patrollers could hardly drive 
down Pollen St because the 
roads would “fill up with peo-
ple”.

“With the patrol, we like it 
to be boring,” he said. “If it’s 
boring, then you know there’s 
nothing happening.” 

On those quiet nights, Peter 
and his wife Carole would head 
out to Kōpū and count the rab-
bits. 

Then, they’d count the num-
ber of cats they encountered. 

“It was just to keep our 
minds open and active,” he 
said.

George West was also post-
humously recognised for his 
long-standing service.

He died in 2022, but his wife 
Jan and daughter Louise were 
there to accept the award.

“Dad was very proud to be 
part of the community patrol, 
and mum and I were proud 
of the work he did,” Louise 
said. “We want to thank you 
so much for thinking to invite 
us here today. My partner 
said: ‘God, [dad is] still getting 
awards’.” 

Thames-Coromandel Mayor 
Len Salt told members the 
work they did was “absolutely 
fabulous”.

“What it does is it goes to the 
heart of what community is all 
about. We’ve had a rough few 
weeks, as you know, and the 
thing that always shines is the 
level of contribution from ordi-
nary people within the commu-
nity; people that live next door, 
down the road, and in the parts 
of town we see, day in and day 
out.” 

Community Patrols New Zea-
land chairperson Chris Lawton, 
who travelled from Auckland 
to be at the event, said commu-
nity patrols created “the feeling 
of safety in our communities”.

“And that is hard-earned and 
easily lost,” he said. 

“Day time is just as impor-
tant as night time, and if no 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Peter Nicholson was acknowledged for his 20 years of service.     Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

one cared in our communities, 
no one would feel safe. People 
feel safe because of what you 
guys do.” 

Senior Constable Gareth 
Carter also shared his thanks. 

“I really appreciate it, as do 
the other police who live lo-
cally, because to have you guys 
out there, even if it’s just on 
the radio to call for back-up, 
at least we know there are ears 
listening to Thames.”
DETAILS: To volunteer contact 
Graeme Wood on 027 417 8224 
or 07 868 8095.

George West was posthumously recognised for his contribution. His 
daughter Louise accepts the award from TCDC Mayor Len Salt.
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife
Optimus limes at Hauraki orchard
A zest for a lifestyle change 

led Wade and Jane An-
drews to purchase a 2.5 acre 
lime orchard on Hauraki Rd 
in 2016.

The couple now produce 
up to two tonnes of the citrus 
fruit per year and Wade told 
The Profi le the business was 
named after their now six-
year-old son. 

“We had been in Thames but 
we wanted a bit of land with a 
growing family of three boys,” 
he said.

“When we actually pur-
chased the property,my wife 
was pregnant and we had 
our son in January 2017. The 
property wasn’t named prior.

“[They] had it set up as a 
functioning orchard but they 
hadn’t named it as such, so 
when Leo our son was born… 
we decided to start up a part-
nership company and we 
named it Leo’s Limes.”

Wade said Leo’s Limes pro-
duced around 20 to 30kg of 
the citrus fruit per tree per 
year.

“We’re now functioning at 
about 230 lime trees, and we 
predominantly supply to our 
local markets… we have some 
good local consumers which 
we gather through social 
media, word of mouth and 
through friends,” he said.

“We were actually lucky this 
year to have some earlier fruit 
so we could supply from early 
February to just before the end 
of the year in November.

“Once a lime starts to yellow 
as it ripens and gets a little 
bit older, it automatically be-
comes a B grade lime, but the 
better limes are the ones that 
are a bit older, they’re juicier, 
and they’ve got more taste.” 

Wade said the orchard 
could soon be after a full-time 
employee to help process the 
limes after recently replacing 
an old row of trees with a pro-
cessing shed.

Leo’s Limes focused on the 

Wade Andrews, le� , Jane Andrews, Leo Andrews, front, and Cohen Andrews.                                                                                        Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

lime appeal, he said.
“When we’re processing and 

packaging we’re picking the 
best produce and that’s part 
of it, we’re not supplying sub-
standard fruit,” he said.

“Keeping on top of the trees 
and giving them a prune, keep-
ing the trees off  the ground so 
that limits the amount of bugs 

that can access the trees, and 
a bit of luck at the end of the 
day.

“We’ve been lucky enough to 
have this land where the limes 
have seemed to thrive, we 
haven’t for the last three years 
sprayed the trees so they’re 
more or less organic.”

Wade said Leo’s Limes had 

not been aff ected by the recent 
cyclones. “From the original 
people that planted the limes 
they did a very good job in 
terms of forming the water ta-
bles so the limes aren’t sitting 
in low lying areas,” he said.

“[The water is] always only 
a metre max below the ground 
because of the marine clay 

that’s down below, it holds the 
moisture. 

“At the moment we are get-
ting extreme weather patterns 
- this summer is wet whereas 
last summer we had one of the 
driest summers we’ve ever had, 
but it hasn’t aff ected the limes 
too much… and we haven’t lost 
any trees.” 
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

  DUNCAN       ECO SEEDER

$34,690 +GST

NEW
Duncan 

Eco Seeder

Trailed 18 
run complete 

with disc 
openers

RuralRural LifeLife

Hive of activity at Waihī-based apiary 
Thomas Menefy is the king 

bee of Menefy Honey & Pol-
lination which he established 
on his Waihī lifestyle block in 
2015 to service nearby kiwifruit 
orchards for pollination.

The former fertiliser spreader 
driver told The Profile the busi-
ness, which he operates along-
side his 1.37 hectare kiwifruit 
orchard called the Beez Kneez, 
produced more than ten tonnes 
of honey annually with the help 
of up to 90,000 working bees.

“[Waihī] is a good location 
for honey production, [there’s] 
a lot of farmland and we’ve got 
the Kaimai [Range] surround-
ing it and the Coromandel 
Ranges. 

“There’s a lot of variety of 
trees and flowers which keeps 
[the bees] happy,” he said. 

The operation has 550 hives 
on 18 farms around Waihī, with 
60,000 to 90,000 bees in each 
colony.

“We concentrate on the kiwi-
fruit pollination [between No-
vember and December]… and 
then we put [the hives] out on 
the sites to get a bit of honey… 
we aim to do eight to ten tonnes 
of bush honey and we aim to do 
two to three tonnes of mānuka.”

Thomas said he trimmed the 

honey from the honeycombs 
after New Year and they were 
taken to Whangamatā to be ex-
tracted into drums.

“We then take a couple of 
drums down to Katikati to get 
potted up into jars and then we 
sell the jars and we’ll sell the 
majority of our honey commer-
cially in drums and then it gets 

exported overseas,” he said.
Thomas said while the busi-

ness had been buzzing, it had 
felt the sting this year due to the 
wet weather. 

“There’s not a lot of demand 
this year and the bush honey’s 
actually been quite bad because 
of the wet weather - the bees are 
just inside when it’s raining,” he 

said. “Because of all that heavy 
rain we had in January and late 
December, they couldn’t forage 
for [the honey] so they just ate 
[the honey] they had.

“We’ve been going round 
pulling honey off and there’s not 
much at all this year, normally 
it’s really good but you can’t do 
much about the weather.”

Thomas Menefy has more than 500 hives on 18 Waihī farms.                                       Photos: SUPPLIED

Despite this year’s wet weath-
er, Thomas said his products 
continued to be swarmed by 
honey lovers.

“Customers love the honey, 
we sell locally at our honey 
stall, in the local shops, and 
supply Falls Retreat with buck-
ets of honey for their cooking,” 
he said.

By GORDON PREECE

More than ten tonnes of honey 
is produced annually.

The honey being trimmed. 
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YARDSCRAPERS

From 2m Wide to 4.8m Wide FEL or 3pt Linkage 	ttings
 Fixed or Oscillating available From: $2000 + GST

Ph. (07) 867-6712
Email: info@quinn.co.nz

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

FRANKLIN

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

While we won’t 
r e m e m b e r 

this summer for 
long days at the 
beach or sunburn, 
it is remarkable to 
see green grass at 
this � me of year.

Although, along with this green grass we 
have no� ced an increase in call outs for “wob-
bly calves”. A couple of the repeat off enders 
we’ve seen recently are Paspalum Staggers 
and Vitamin B1 or Thiamine defi ciency.

Paspalum Staggers occurs when ca� le in-
gest the paspalum seed heads infected with 
an ergot fungus. The fungus ini� ally starts out 
s� cky and green then becomes black when 
mature, typically occurring under warm, hu-
mid condi� ons. In high enough doses, inges-
� on of the mature fungus can lead to neuro-
logical signs. This is most commonly seen in 
calves, as due to their smaller size, less needs 
to be ingested to reach toxic levels.

Signs may include head shaking, muscle 
tremors and inco-ordina� on – if animals are 
stressed or overs� mulated, they may end-
up falling over. Indirect consequences may 
include dehydra� on and poor growth rates 
as animals are unable to graze eff ec� vely or 
make their way to troughs to drink, as well as 
injury due to misadventure. 

In more extreme cases, animals may go 
down permanently, suff er paddling convul-
sions, and eventually die. 

There is no specifi c treatment or an� dote 
for paspalum staggers. In less severe cases, 
recovery is usually achieved by removing ani-
mals from toxic pasture and feeding an alter-
na� ve feed source such as hay. More severely 
aff ected animals may need veterinary a� en-
� on to ini� ate suppor� ve therapies such as 

Is the grass greener?

fl uid and an� -infl ammatories. 
Vitamin B1 or Thiamine is required daily by 

ca� le, normally this is produced in the rumen 
by bacteria. However, in some cases, other 
types of bacteria that produce thiaminase 
(thiamine destroying) enzymes can proliferate 
within the rumen leading to defi ciency. This 
most commonly occurs when ca� le change 
from a low-quality, high fi bre diet to one con-
taining high carbohydrates i.e. lush pasture.

A lack of thiamine causes the brain to swell, 
resul� ng in signs such as depression, inco-
ordina� on, blindness, “star-gazing” and, if al-
lowed to progress, the animal will end up in  a 
characteris� c posi� on known as opisthotonos 
with their head arched backwards and legs 
outstretched prior to death.

Treatment consists of B1 injec� ons twice 
daily for at least 3 days. Prognosis depends on 
the severity of signs. Some animals may end 
up with permanent brain damage, therefore 
preven� on is be� er than cure.

Methods to prevent thiamine defi ciency 
include avoiding sudden changes in diet, par-
� cularly if going on to high quality feed, pro-
viding a fi bre source when feeding high car-
bohydrate diets, and supplemen� ng thiamine 
using an oral drench during risk periods.

- Supplied by Franklin Vets

By Stephanie Reid 
BSc (Hons) BVSc

Paspalum seedhead covered in Ergot fungus.

RuralRural LifeLife
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DEMONSTRATOR 
AVAILABLE NOW

We’re behind  you 
100% Graham Sara: 027 654 0915WAIKATO

TRACTORS LT
D

CallCall

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

SPORTS

Hauraki Plains College student Kaia van Doorn paces to the finish.

Paeroa’s Kaleb Gurnick takes a leap of faith in long jump.

On your marks
High school students, aimed, leaped and had an appetite 
for the finish line at the Thames Valley Secondary Schools 
Athletics at Paeroa Domain on March 14. Reporter GORDON 
PREECE took his marks to snap the nail-biting action.

Waihī College year 9 student Bhima Meares prepares to throw his shot put.

Thames High athletes Jodie Louden, left, Kyah Lyon, and Lawton Waite.
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  

Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 
o� er stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US

to view 

by appointment

Come and experience 

the diff erence!

82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484              www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484               www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom

Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

• Two Bedroom Villa, 134sqm, 
1 bathroom, guest WC, 

single garage
ENQUIRE TODAY!

  Find out more and  
  stay up to date 

Things are changing all the 
time, visit nzta.govt.nz/
sh25a-rebuild and subscribe 
to our regular project updates.

Before you travel, use  
Waka Kotahi Journey Planner 
for the most up-to-date 
information on road closures 
at journeys.nzta.govt.nz

23-SH-025

State Highway 25A is a vital connection the Coromandel 
depends on, and its sudden closure is felt by everyone. 

We’re working on the solution
A project team has been established and is focussing on assessing the 
possible options. Several have been identified and they fit into three 
categories: 
1. Build a bypass around the top of the site.
2. Replace the lost section of road with a bridge.
3. Rebuild the supporting ground with retaining walls.

To determine which is the best option, we first need to know what the 
underlying ground is made up of. This investigation work is underway now.

   Reconnecting Coromandel Long recovery for SH25
KOPU-HIKUAI UPDATE

What a year it’s 
been already for 
the Coromandel 
road network.

Our priority 
is to stabilise as 
many slips as 
fast are we can, 
to make sure that 

we reduce the chance of access being af-
fected further. At the same time, we are 
working hard to design permanent solu-
tions and to have teams of people ready 
to start constructing these, drawing from 
a wide range of local and national suppli-
ers with the right skills and experience.

The recovery phase will be long, it 
might take two years to complete all the 
work in front of us, with the State High-
way 25A Kōpū-Hikuai repair estimated 
to take nine months to a year.

In January and February alone - there 
were more than 200 slip events on Co-
romandel and East Waikato highways. 
More than 50 of these are considered 
“significant slips”, which means they’re 
over two truckloads of materials in size. 
Of these 200, the chasm at the summit of 
Kōpū-Hikuai is only one. A big one mind 
you!

There were 361 Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency contractors on the 
ground responding to the sheer enormity 
of this situation over the first two months 
of this year. This equates to a whopping 
56 thousand worker hours in this region 
alone, at a cost of around $5 million dol-
lars.

The scale of the permanent repairs this 
year is significantly higher than previous 

By Rob Campbell

years, including the 2018 Thames coastal 
storm event.

Currently, there are around 30 active 
overslips and 20 active underslips requir-
ing permanent solutions. An underslip is 
a slip that falls below the road level, like 
the one between Hikuai and Opoutere, 
which has caused serious headaches for 
the community recently.

Up on Kōpū-Hikuai, we’ve currently 
got two geotech and two earthworks 
teams working flat out.

The focus is on collecting samples us-
ing drill rigs, which bore deep into the 
earth to get information on what mate-
rial there is to work with, specifically if 
there’s rock and where it is.

But while this critical work is ongoing, 
there’s a lot happening all around the Co-
romandel.

There is a significant number of cul-
verts to repair and clean up. Heavy rain-
fall resulted in severe scours and damag-
es to our stormwater system. We are still 
inspecting the drainage and continuing 
work on the maintenance and repairs.

We appreciate that it’s extremely frus-
trating and stressful to have so many 
roads compromised. There’s uncertain-
ty about when things will be fixed, or 
whether a slip will worsen or a new one 
develops – compromising SH25 further. 
It’s tough economically as well as emo-
tionally and socially.

We want to thank everyone in the com-
munity for their patience despite the 
challenges and for respecting our teams 
out there. Most of them are locals too and 
everyone wants to see the Coromandel 
fully connected again as fast as possible.

- Rob Campbell is the regional manager 
of maintenance and operations for Waka 

Kotahi NZ Transport Agency
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Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

14 Piako Road, Turua $680,000

NEW

LISTING

• Great insulation /fireplace & heatpump
• Upgraded kitchen & bathroom
• 985m2(m or l) section /Dble garage & w/shop

RN1480 1213

1434 Kaihere Road, Ngatea Deadline Sale

NEW

LISTING

• New kitchen/ Upgraded Bathroom
• Sep Rumpus Rm/Office/Fireplace/HRV
• 4673m2(m or l)Dble Garage/Carport

RN1478 2313

13 Firth View Road, Te Puru $679,000

NEW

LISTING

This coastal escape property in beautiful Te Puru is set back off the road and offers the new owners a base
with opportunities to put their own stamp on. Most of the hard work has been done but the Vendor is still
chipping away doing jobs.

RT5767 112

7 King St, Paeroa Negotiation

• Heritage home, 8 brms, 3 living rooms, 2 bathroom
• Decked inground pool for summer entertaining
• 1416m2 (m or L) section, handy to town

RG1992 3128

8128 Shwy 26, Hikutaia $730,000

• 3 brm home with lovely rural outlook, dble garage
• Room for gardening & paddocks for your animals
• Phone Kevin Fathers 027 279 9800

RRP229 1213

22 Seaview Avenue, Te Puru Offers Over $1,150,000

NEW

LISTING

Huge family home on two levels ideal for a big family or B&B for extra income. Situated one block from the
foreshore and just down the road from the boat ramp. There's plenty of room for the boat, kayaks and more and
Te Puru is renowned for it's community and holiday atmosphere.

RT5763 2225

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Shop 51B - on the way to The Warehouse
GOLDFIELDS MALL - Mary Street, THAMES
Ph: 029 870 4433  E: gothicababy@outlook.com

Sunglasses • Handbags 
• Stretchers • T-Shirts 
• Pendants • Earrings 

• Body Piercings

Monday: Closed
Tues-Fri: 10.30 - 4.00
Sat: 10.30 - 3.00
Sun: 10.00 - 3.00

NEW HOURS

Fight at Tararu draws observers

As part of a Valley Profile 
series, MEGHAN HAWKES 

searches through old 
newspapers to bring you the 
stories Thames Valley locals 
once read about themselves.

1879
Two bushmen, having a little 
dispute over one of the thou-
sand and one little things that 
bushmen quarrelled over, ad-
journed to the seclusion of Ta-
raru to settle the grievance. 

The news of the fight spread 
like wildfire and proved a god-
send for cabbies, as, within five 
minutes of the rivals driving off, 
five other loaded cabs were on 
the road, the occupants all ea-
ger to see the sport. By the time 
they arrived at Tararu, however, 
the fight was over, and the 
bushmen were found forgetting 
their differences in foaming 
tankards of beer. Their audi-
ence returned to town, looking 
considerably disgusted.
TELEPHONE ESTABLISHED
Telephonic communication was 
established between the tel-
egraph offices of Miranda and 
Mercer by officials for their 
own amusement. The instru-
ments were constructed by the 
officer in charge from a descrip-
tion in a British newspaper. 
The distance between the two 
places was about 30 miles, and 
a gentleman who was invited 

Tararu in 1867.                                                                  Photo: SUPPLIED

to hear the telephone ‘shake’ 
said that he could hear people 
miles away speaking, singing 
and whispering as distinctly as 
if they were in the same room 
with him.
GRAHAMSTOWN FAVOURED
The favouring of Shortland over 
Grahamstown at Thames by 
the Borough Council infuriated 
a Shortland resident. Between 
Willoughby and Grey Streets 
were stinking drains and bad 
footpaths and the area was 
permeated with the smell from 
an infernal brewery. The ex-
penditure of rates was angled 
towards Grahamstown, which 
had good footpaths and stone 
crossings while the poor sleepy 
hollow of Shortland got noth-
ing. “So long as the ratepay-
ers choose to elect men to the 
council that hold large proper-
ties in Grahamstown, they will 
never get a fair share of rates 
spent in their district. Rouse up, 
ye sleepy ones!” he urged.
HIKUTAIA ROAD COMPLAINT
Mr Alley of Hikutaia also want-
ed action from the council. His 
horse became badly bogged 
while riding to Shortland and 
if it hadn’t been such a strong 
animal it would have stuck fast 

in the county mud. The road 
had been formed out of swamp 
land two years previously, had 
never been repaired and was 
fast becoming a series of bog 
holes. Mr Alley couldn’t drive 
cattle or sheep to market on 
the rotten excuse for a road. He 
had spoken to the road over-
seer and also the County Chair-
man who threw the blame on 
the government. Mr Alley im-
plored the Thames Star editor 
– whose pen the County Chair-
man had a dread of – to use 
his influence to get the county 
men to fill up the bog holes 
with manuka, rushes or fern, in 
place of more substantial metal 
or broken stones.
PAEROA DANCE PARTY

A group of gentlemen, ac-
companied by a party of la-
dies, came up on horseback to 
Paeroa from Thames to attend 
a dancing party in the Public 
Hall. Miss Belcher and Sergeant 
Russell officiated at the piano, 
and Messrs Dewar and Mar-
shall played the violin. The par-
ty broke up early as several of 
the gentlemen wished to make 
an early start so as to reach the 
Thames in time for business in 
the morning.

Vintage Valley News

Arrests 
made after 
burglaries

Police have arrested a 
39-year-old man in relation 

to a series of commercial bur-
glaries in Thames. 

The burglaries occurred be-
tween February 25 and March 
14 at four separate locations. 

Sergeant Martin Tomkins 
hoped the arrest would help 
provide some reassurance to 
locals.

“We’d also like to thank 
members of the public for 
coming forward with informa-
tion to help Police,” he said.

The man was due to appear 
in Hamilton District Court 
on March 16 on four burglary 
charges. 

Police said further charges 
were likely. 

Meanwhile, the Thames 
Business Association (TBA) 
advises business owners to re-
main vigilant and think about 
deterrents to help avoid break 
ins after a spate of burglaries 
over the past two weeks. 

They recommend: installing 
CCTV; ensuring good lighting 
at all store entrances; not leav-
ing money in the till and leav-
ing empty tills open; and sign-
ing up for BizWatch, the TBA 
crime prevention group. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public 
Journalism funded by NZ on Air
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PROGRAMMES 
AVAILABLE FOR 2023

www.valleyeduca� on.co.nz

Valley Educa� on

07 868 7892 
027 314 1577

Call or 
text us

free courses • free transport

If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these 
are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how 
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2, 
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua  (15 weeks) 

Horticulture Level 3 (29 weeks)

Health & Well Being Level 3

Prep for Success

We also off er some fee paying short programmes – Barista and 
Defensive driving lessons and Learners courses 

Call us for pricing. 

A FABULOUS DAY OF FOOD, DRINKS & MUSIC BY THE BEACH!

atasteofmatarangi.co.nz

1 APRIL 2023

TICKETS SELLING NOW

for improved
health & wellbeing

$25
TICKETS

ENTERTAINMENT

Early April will see a Twilight 
Gala held at Waihi College, rais-
ing funds for a new playground 
for Year 7 and 8 students. 

Event spokesperson Nicky 
Twidle said the college’s goal 
was to raise $7000 to fund the 
fi rst stage of the playground, 
with the Year 7 and 8 pupils 
helping out during the event by 
running their own stalls and ac-
tivities to help fundraise.

“As well as the Year 7 and 8s 
taking initiative in this huge 
project, we also have other de-
partments in our school chip-
ping in as well. For example, 
our hospitality department, 
led by Siobhan Fitzgerald, are 
contributing by hosting a whole 
bunch of food stalls. 

“Our technology department 
has some fun ideas, many of 
which are still a secret, but 
there will be a Green Screen ex-
perience, plus a waterslide run 
by Bluelight,” she said.

Attendees should also expect 
live entertainment from the col-
lege’s performing arts students, 
bouncy castles, “old school” 
gala games and car boot sales.
DETAILS: Twilight Gala at Waihi 
College, April 5, 4pm-6.30pm. 
Book a stall for $25, powered 
or unpowered: email gala@
waihicol.school.nz.

Twilight gala 
planned
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

THE SCHIZOPHONICS 
One of the most explosive com-
bos to have ever graced our stages 
(and curbsides), San Diego garage 
rock ‘n’ soul crew The Schizophon-
ics have announced their return to 
Aotearoa. 

The band is playing in Thames on 
March 23, with local support from 
Neon Serpent.

Previously here in 2019 and 2020, 
leaving a legendary run of red hot 
gigs in their wake, The Schizophon-
ics’ husband and wife team Pat and 
Lety Beers since unleashed their 
third studio album Hoof It upon the 
world to rave reviews late last year. 
The Schizos are cramming in as 
many appearances as possible into 
their forthcoming visit to New Zea-
land, with new bass player Tommy 
Lambert Granger.
DETAILS: The Green Room, March 
23, doors open at 8pm and Schizo-
phonics on at 9:15pm; Tickets avail-
able from www.undertheradar.
co.nz.

ISLA MAY TO PERFORM
Violinist Isla May Whinnen-Jens-
en will perform in Thames Music 
Group’s free Friday concert on 
March 24. 

Isla is a 12-year-old Thames vio-
linist, who has been learning for six 
years. She is currently studying for 
her grade six exam, with Auckland-
based teacher Alexandra Laubli.

Isla has previously played in 
Auckland with the BayLynn Youth 
Band, held two of her own con-
certs in Thames, and is a familiar 
face busking at the Thames mar-
ket. She is currently collabora� ng 
with other musicians to form a folk 
band. Her genres include classical, 
folk and contemporary. Isla plans to 
study music at university, become a 

violin teacher and luthier. The con-
cert will be a mixture of classical 
and folk music. 
DETAILS: St George’s Church, 
Thames, on March 24 at 12.15pm.

KAUAERANGA SHOW
An interna� onally acclaimed mul� -
genre ar� st will grace the Kauaeran-
ga Hall stage on March 26. 

Denise Norton has risen as one 
of Aotearoa’s most successful inter-
na� onal stage performers of clas-
sics, jazz and other genres and her 
Kauaeranga Hall performance will 
be fi lled with heart-warming and 
drama� c songs and brilliant orches-
tra� ons.

Born and bred in Auckland, Den-
ise became a student member of 
the Royal Academy of Dance, which 
began her interna� onal perfor-

mance career.
She performed in a varied lineup 

of shows in Europe including CATS, 
Beauty and the Beast, and Requiem
before performing in jazz clubs dur-
ing a one-year s� nt in New York City.

Her Sunday a� ernoon perfor-
mance will feature songs made fa-
mous by these shows, songs by Ed-
ith Piaf, Screaming Jay Hawkins, Al 
Cooper, and songs from her latest 
recording projects.
DETAILS: March 26, 2:30pm, 
Kauaeranga Hall, ti ckets: pre-paid 
$22; door sales $25, contact 021 
912 993, kauaerangahallmusic@
gmail.com or visit Lotus Realm.

TE PURU QUIZ NIGHT
Te Puru School’s Quiz Night will 
be held on Friday, March, 31 to 
raise funds for the school. The quiz 

night will kick off  at 7pm at Te Puru 
School Hall, 507 Thames Coast Rd. 
The fundraiser includes cake, tea 
and coff ee for sale, bring gold coins 
for games and raffl  es. 
DETAILS: Teams of up to eight peo-
ple. $20 per person, to book: email: 
TePuruPTA@gmail.com.

A TASTE OF MATARANGI
Live music, great food and drink, 
family ac� vi� es and charity auc-
� ons will be on off er at the Ma-
tarangi Village Green for A Taste of 
Matarangi event on April 1.

Organisers said the event, which 
is in its eighth year, would be a fam-
ily fun day out.

“There will be ac� vi� es for the 
whole family, not just those who 
look forward to tas� ng wine, sam-
pling delicious food and listening to 
great music.”

There will also be event fun rides, 
a bouncy castle, face pain� ng, raf-
fl es, auc� ons and a charity bucket 
drop suppor� ng the event chari-
� es, which are Kūaotunu Search 
and Rescue and Te Rerenga School. 

“Fabulous music will entertain 
you all day with Sound Republic, 
Pow Wow, Mandy Meadows duo, 
Whi� anga Dixieland Band and a 
Kapa Haka performance by the Te 
Rerenga School pupils.”

There will also be a large tent and 
fes� val-goers are encouraged to ar-
rive early to secure their spot in the 
shade.

“Fes� val-goers should note there 
will only be limited space for small 
gazebos but plenty of space for 
chairs and umbrellas.”
DETAILS: Matarangi Village Green, 
10am-4:30pm, Adult $25, Child 
$5, and under 5 free, ti ckets, shut-
tle bookings and more info: www.
atasteofmatarangi.co.nz.

Violinist Isla May Whinnen-Jensen will perform in Thames Music Group’s free Fri-
day concert on March 24.            Photo: SUPPLIED
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2020 Toyota Hilux SR5 Cruiser, 2WD   $44,990

2019  Toyota Prado, VX Ltd, Top Spec   $72,990

2019 Toyota RAV4 GX, 2.0Ltr    $34,990

2019 Honda HR-V, Low Kms, NZ New  $24,990

2018  Toyota Hilux, SR5, Auto, 2WD    $41,990

2018  Toyota Rav4, GXL , AWD, 2.5 Petrol   $28,990

2018 Toyota Corolla Hatches     from $19,990

2017  Toyota CH-R, turbo,    3 to choose from $29,990

2017  Kia Sportage, NZ New     from $19,990

2016 Hyundai Tuscon, Elite     $29,990

2022 Mitsubishi ASX LS, 2.0P, 2WD, Low kms $25,990
2020 Isuzu D-Max LS, 4WD, 6AT   $47,990
2019 Toyota Corolla, Black Edi� on, 2.0P, NZ New $29,990
2018  Toyota Hilux SR5, 2.8TD, 4WD, 6AT   $48,990
2018  Toyota RAV4 GXL 2.0P 2WD    $29,990
2018  Kia Sportage LX+ 2.0D, AWD, NZ New  $29,990
2018 Toyota RAV4 GXL, 2.0P, 2WD   $27,990
2018  Toyota Corolla GX 2.0P NZ New   $24,990
2017  Toyota Corolla GLX, 1.8P H/Back, Alloys, Auto $21,990
2017 Toyota Vitz 1.5P HYBRID     $19,990
2016  Toyota Hilux S 2.8D 5MT 2WD    $32,990
2014  Toyota Hilux 3.0TD, DCC, 4WD, 5AT   $32,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance -         Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance -          Kent Ravenhill  027 878 0642

FROM $20,990

*MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 100,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and Conditions apply, see Kia.co.nz for full details.

FROOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$22222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222220000000000000000000000000000000000,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,9999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

5 YEAR Warranty
Programme

(OR UP TO 100,000 KMS)

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

Features include:
僅 1.4L DOHC MPI D-CVVT Petrol Engine 
僅 6-speed Automatic 
僅 15” Alloys
僅 6 Airbags 
僅 Forward Collision Avoidance Assist – 

Car / Pedestrian / Cyclist 
僅 Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist  
僅 Driver Attention Alert 
僅 Rear Parking Sensors
僅 Rearview Monitor with 

Dynamic Guidelines 
僅 LED Daytime Running Lights 
僅 Halogen Bi-Function Projection 

Headlamps with Static Bending Light 
僅 8” Touchscreen Infotainment 
僅 4.2” TFT LCD Colour Supervision 

Instrument Cluster 
僅 Wireless Apple CarPlayTM

& Android AutoTM

Kia Stonic
LX 1.4L Petrol

MRP

$24,990+ORC*

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffi n 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

STOCK AVAILABLE NOW!!!

ALL NEW COROLLA 
HYBRID WAGON

2017 Toyota C-HR 
1.8L HYBRID  

THAMES PAEROA

$37,990

Qualifi es for 
Clean 

Car 
rebate 

TEST DRIVE TODAY
Pre-Order at 

$35,990

Eligible for Clean 
Car Rebate
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL
HOUSEWASH

SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house, 
roof or pa� os, fences & driveways.

Cleaning, moss treatment & 
waterblas� ng for 25 years.

Also clean exterior windows.
Call 0800 737 777 or 

Anton direct on 027 313 4386
atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

HOME MAINTENANCE  

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domes� c
Industrial
Commercial
New Installa� ons
Re-Inspec� ons
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

ELECTRICIAN

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

FLOORING

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

GARDEN CARE SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST
We solve your tree problems 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding   
Pruning • Clearing • Storm Clean Up

Qualifi ed, experienced, 
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today 

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

ARBORIST

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• Caravan e-wofs
• Home and Business 
   electrical inspec� ons 
• IQP emergency ligh� ng  
   inspec� ons
• Solar power inspec� ons

Servicing Hauraki, 
Coromandel and the 

Western Bay of Plenty

021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR

KITCHENS
Kitchens, Wardrobes, Laundries & other 

bespoke Interior Cabinetry
Quality Service & Products

Get in touch, we’d love to chat
WAIHI P: 027 426 9966
E:info@designxpressions.co.nz

KITCHENS

Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service

For Service That Counts
Matt: 0274 123 996

Whangamata/Thames/Coromandel Region
hydhosecompany@gmail.com

HYDRAULIC HOSES

Kitchens * Bathrooms * Pergolas * Fencing
Decks * Gibbing * Tiling * Landscaping
Home Maintenance and Much More ….

Your 1 Stop Shop – www.ptsnz.com
3 Coronation St, Paeroa Ph 0800 088 001

BUILDING SERVICES

HAIRCUTS
MEN

WOMEN
CHILDREN

APPOINTMENTS
NOT NEEDED

ACROSS FROM MITRE 10
POLLEN ST THAMES

HAIRDRESSER

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

BUILDER / CARPENTER

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

ARCHITECTURE
Architectural design

Plans and documentation for
alterations and

additions to existing buildings.
Building consent applications. 
LBP Design - Contact Richard

Tel: 022 050 3157
Email: richard@sketch-it.co.nz

CALL THE EXPERTS

The team at The Floor Man offer sales 
and installation of carpet, vinyl, lami-

nate, polyurethane of timber and concrete 
fl oors for Hauraki-Coromandel households 
and businesses.

Owner Daniel Martindale established the 
business in Thames eight years ago prior 
to relocating to Ngātea, and said he always 
received layers of positive feedback from 
clients.

“Dad taught me 17 years ago in the 
Hawke’s Bay and then I moved up here, 
fi nished training with a local company, and 

then eight years ago just before we had 
our second daughter decided it was time 
for a change,” he said.

“[Clients] are quite happy with the work 
I do and the team usually gets good feed-
back,” he said.

“[The key is] hard work, good work ethic, 
and just knowing the trade inside and out.”

Dan said he eventually plans to establish 
a shop for The Floor Man within the region.
CONTACT: email: dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 
ph: 021 020 47027 Facebook: Dan The 
Floor Man 

The Floor Man hits the fl oor
The Floor Man staff  LJ, le� , Dan, Jase, and Kezlin.                                                               Photo: SUPPLIED
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Gardening

Gardening Livestock

Storage

Storage

Storage

To Let

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 021 
060 7659

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

SCRAP METAL

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

NEED 
STAFF? 

GOT 
SOMETHING 

TO SELL?
Advertise 

in the Valley 
Profi le and 
get results!

Phone Nikki 
on 

022 130 3885
Handyman Services

Situation Vacant

Situation VacantPublic Notice

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. Call 
Trev 027 4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Curly 021 746 608.

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the
Valley Profi le are available

for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz 

0204 0944 853

Font  ::  Times (modified)

C  100
M  25
Y   0
K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

WINDSCREENS

DEADLINEDEADLINE
We can take your classifi ed ads
 anytime before 1pm Mondays

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 PLUMBER

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building,
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

Based in Ngatea
Professional Class 5 drivers with positive attitude, 
attention to detail and procedures, required to join 

our fuel transport team.
• Multi combination Class 5 experience required
• DG license preferred 
• Fuel experience not essential, full training  
 provided
• Excellent remuneration
• Pre Employment Drug test and Full medical will  
 be required

The position may involve shift work.
Send your CV to roy@lbtltd.co.nz 

or call Roy on 021 951 755

Grazing

Garage Sale

Heifer grazing available 
for 23-24 season. Keith 
Trembath, Ph 07 862 
6833

2 brm cottage for rent in 
Paeroa. No pets. Ph 021 
109 0491

Deceased estate 25th 
March 8am to 12pm 
at 3 Church Street 
Katikati. Furniture and 
other items

Livestock For Sale:
100 Young autumn 
calving cows, 50% 
J,25%XB,25%HF
Calving from 18th March 
till end of April. $1 550
Contact no. 027 4500 516

HAURAKI RSA & 
Memorial Club

Annual General Meeting.
Tuesday 4th April 2023,

RSA Club Rooms, 
Pipiroa Rd, Ngatea, 7.00pm

SENIOR ACCOUNTANT 
– CLIENT MANAGER

Are you looking for an opportunity to balance lifestyle 
while working for a professional and people-driven 
company?

Would you like to explore opportunities to broaden your 
career; gain skills through professional development in a 
trusted and established work environment?

We are seeking a senior accountant for the role of  Client 
Manager.

This is an offi ce-based position in our Thames branch.
As a Client Manager you will lead team members in the 
running of client affairs. Handling account-related matters 
whilst providing outstanding customer service. 

You will need:
-  Tertiary qualifi cation in relevant fi eld or   
 equivalent experience.
- 4+ years of experience of chartered or   
 commercial accounting.
- Experience leading a team preferred.
- Knowledge using Xero and alternative   
 accounting packages such as APS, MYOB   
 is an advantage.

What we offer:
- Ongoing professional development; personalised  
 towards your strengths and interests.
- A wide client base with opportunities to grow 
 and specialise in different areas.
- A supportive, value-driven working environment.
- Professional membership fees & training   
 requirements provided

Applications:
All applicants must have the legal ability to 

work in NZ.  
A detailed job description is available 

upon request.
Please send your CV with a covering letter to 

recruitment@cooperaitken.co.nz      

ASSOCIATE OFFFICE MANAGER
Join our enthusiastic team in a positive working environment!
The role of Associate Offi ce manager is responsible for the execution and 
accuracy of the Townshend Group Offi ce fi nancial processes. This includes 
the accounts receivable and payable functions, budgeting and cashfl ow 
analysis, debt management, compliance, GST and PAYE among other 
administrative processes. We require an enthusiastic person who is resilient, 
effi cient, and detailed to fi ll this role in our purpose-built, Ngatea-based, dairy 
farming administration offi ce.
The Associate Offi ce manager will work closely in conjunction with the 
Offi ce Manager and ideal applicants will have:
 • Excellent computer skills – OFFICE 365
 • Excellent written and verbal communication skills
 • The ability to multitask and accurately work to deadlines
 • A desire to exceed expectations and become a valuable part of a   
   successful team
 • Reliability, discretion, confi dentiality, and the ability to always convey a   
   professional appearance
 • Knowledge of Xero/Figured accounting software would be preferable
This role is currently for 30-40 hours per week with possible future 
promotional options.

Enquiries to: vacancy@townshend.co.nz

CLEANER WANTED 
IN THAMES

a few hours a week must 
be honest and reliable with 

clean police record
wellscleaning@hotmail.com

DOG TREATS
Thames Market Thames Market 
every Saturday...every Saturday...

Rain or ShineRain or Shine
E: debstra.dogs@gmail.comE: debstra.dogs@gmail.com
FB: FB: Deb’s Dog Treats‘n‘MeatsDeb’s Dog Treats‘n‘Meats  

PET FOOD

���� � ���� ����
������ � ���� ��������

���� ������
 � �������� ����� 
�����������

Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Come and join the 
Te Whatu Ora team

We’re looking for health care assistants
with a passion for rehabilita� on in the 
community to join our Older Persons and 
Rehabilita� on team in Thames. 

Assist with rou� ne daily ac� vi� es in 
pa� ent’s homes to help lower hospital 
admissions and improve quality of care. 
Permanent part � me posi� ons available 
for 62-74 hours per fortnight. 

Apply on the Te Whatu Ora, 
Waikato website today 

using reference WAI22809 or 
WAI23201.
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Shops and cafés (from Kopu to Tapu) displaying

Cruise the Loop posters have special offers for ALL of us.

SPORTS

Turf upgrade for Ngatea
More than 1000 Thames Val-

ley hockey players will soon 
be able to dribble and sweep at an 
upgraded Ngātea hockey facility.

Thames Valley Hockey Turf So-
ciety and Thames Valley Hockey 
Association announced a upgrade 
to its facility, worth close to $1 mil-
lion including GST, on March 10 
with the replacement of its existing 
sand turf for a specialised water-
based synthetic turf.

Society chair Julie Stephenson 
told The Profi le the upgrade would 
allow hockey to be played in all 
weather conditions and was need-
ed for health and safety reasons.

“The surface that has been down 
since 2007 has been quite severely 
aff ected by the subbase…it’s aff ect-
ing the playing surface basically 

and it’s become a health and safety 
issue,” she said.

“It’s been so bad in fact that oth-
er associations wouldn’t come and 
play on the turf.”

Julie said funding for the project 
included $400,000 from the Lot-
tery Community Facilities Grant, 
$164,220 from Grassroots Trust, 
$156,700 from Hauraki District 
Council and $135,000 from the 
association.

“We’ve been absolutely delight-
ed with the response we’ve had 
this year and I think that in previ-
ous years the turf society has car-
ried a mortgage to meet the costs 
of installation initially, and then 
the rest of the fi rst resurfacing,” 
she said. 

“This year the funders have re-
ally seen the need for us and hope-
fully we’re going to be in a situa-
tion this time where we don’t have 

that kind of loan hanging over our 
heads.”

Julie said the new turf installa-
tion would begin in April and was 
expected to be hockey ready by 
mid-May.

“When the [fi rst] turf went in 
[in 1993], the numbers of people 
playing hockey probably trebled 
so I’m hoping with the upgrade… 
we’ll be looking at attracting a 
greater number of people back to 
the game or who are new to the 
game,” she said.

“It’s an awesome opportunity to 
market what is going to be an in-
ternational facility and get all our 
local people playing on it.

“Then we would welcome back 
our neighbouring associations as 
well which opens the door for mini 
tournaments, secondary school 
games, senior games and inter-
city,” she said.  

By GORDON PREECE

Wednesday, February 22, saw croquet 
players from Warkworth, Pakuranga, 
Howick, Papakura, Manurewa, 
Hamilton East, Claudlands, Tauranga, 
Ka� ka� , Paeroa, Morrinsville, Te 
Aroha and Thames descend on 
the Thames Croquet Club for their 
February 2023 Open Tournament 
sponsored by Richmond Lifestyle 
Villas. There was relief that the 
day dawned fi ne and clear as the 
previous January tournament had 
to be cancelled due to rain sodden 
greens. It was lovely to see all fi ve 
greens full of players rather than 
under water. The 36 players enjoy an 
uninterrupted day of play under the 
hot sun. 

Compe� tors were divided into 
three divisions of six pairs, depending 
on their playing handicap level: 
Premier, Intermediate and Primary 
and played under the Levels/
Doubles system. Play was intense 
and fi erce (the game brings out the 
compe� � veness of people). Club 
member Ruth Henderson said: “The 
shot of the day belonged to Heather 
Prince, president of the Paeroa club. 
Her ball was behind the hoop. There 
was a snarl or gathering of three balls 
in front. She played her ball, all three 
sca� ered and she got an, ‘impossible’ 
in/off ; and scored the hoop. I’ve only 
been playing for four years but have 

never seen such a feat!” 
We also had a lucky couple from 

Warkworth who rocked up in their 
Campervan when we had a space 
in the draw as another couple had 
to withdraw. Then they won their 
division! 

The fi nal results were close with 
the winners and runners up in each 
division having to be decided on 
a countback of hoop diff eren� al 
(where the winners scored more 
hoops overall than the runners up, 
even though both pairs have won an 
equal number of games).
RESULTS: Division 1: Premier 
Winners: Pam Fisher and John Wood 
from Pakuranga; Runners up: Noeline 
Posselt (Paeroa) and Pat Anderton 
(Morrinsville). Division 2: Intermediate 
Winners: Chris Lewenden and Alan 
Butchardt from Claudlands; Runners 
up: Neville Culpith (Manurewa) and 
John Bailey (Papakura). Division 3: 
Primary Winners: Brian and Vanessa 
Morrison from Warkworth Runners 
up: Heather Prince (Paeroa) and Ann 
Ha� on (Waihi) .

The prize presenta� on was 
made by Amy Parker of Richmond 
Lifestyle Villas a� er the players 
enjoyed a sumptuous a� ernoon 
tea provided by Thames Croquet 
Club members. Visit us on Facebook 
at ‘thamescroquetclub’ or email 
thamescroquet@gmail.com for 
further informa� on about our club. 

Thames Valley Hockey 
Associa� on president 

Vicki Coles, le� , and vice 
president Rachel Aitchison 
at the Ngatea hockey turf.     

Photo: GORDON PREECE

CROQUET

GOLF
A� er Two rounds of Six The Wai-
kato Vets Pennants compe� � on is 
ho�  ng up. 
The compe� � on is held between 
the six Zone 3 clubs with six play-
ers in each team. Clubs may enter 
as many teams as they please and 
this year, 10 teams have been en-
tered. 
This ensures the host club gets at 
least  66 players being involved at 
each club hos� ng. Host clubs also 
encourage addi� onal vets players 

to a� end as extras. The recent 
event was hosted by the Tahuna 
Club with more than 75 people in 
a� endance. The highlight of the 
day at Tahuna was the ne�  62 by 
Colin Anderson, Paeroa Tahi Team, 
which helped maintain their posi-
� on on top equal with Tahuna 
Team 1. 
The next round will be hosted by 
Waihi on March 31. It is a ne�  
compe� � on and the top fi ve ne�  
scores coun� ng  towards the six 
week combined total 
Pennants Results Zone 3: Round 

1 Thames on March 3; Round 2 
Tahuna March 13: Paeroa Tahi: 
round 1: 352, round 2: 354, total: 
706;  Tahuna 1: 356, 350, 706; 
Waihi Nuggets: 355, 370, 725; 
Te Aroha: 359, 366, 725; Tahuna 
2: 367, 361, 728; Waihi Quartz: 
375, 363, 738; Waihi Ingots: 374, 
365, 739; Hauraki: 362, 379, 741; 
Thames: 369, 377, 746; Paeroa 
Rua: 386, 389, 775. The next 
round will be hosted by the Waihi 
Club on Friday March 31.

- Supplied by Colin Anderson,
Zone 3 Convenor

HOCKEY

Intermediate Division runners up 
Neville Culpith and John Bailey.

Primary Division runners up Heather 
Prince and Ann Ha� on.

Intermediate Division winners Chris 
Lewenden and Alan Butchardt.

Premier Division runners up - 
Noeline Posselt and Pat Anderton.

Premier Division winners Pam Fisher 
and John Wood.

Primary Division winners Brian and 
Manessa Morrison.

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profi le offi  ce: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call fi rst to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school holidays 
- art and craft , 

moving, table coverings 
and more .....
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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ACROSS 
1 Schematic drawing (7)
4 Disparagement of 

something one cannot
acquire (4,6) 

9 Glossy transparent paint (7)
13 Scarce (4)
14 Nautical yes (3,3) 
15  Human-like sculpture, 

model (6)
16 Seventh-heaven (7)
19 Laid waste to (10)
20 Congenial (8)
21 Thin porridge (5)
24 Food store (6) 
25 Gun kick (6)
27 Indirectly, sidelong (9)
32 Rascality (8)
33 Unit of current (6) 
34 Incapacitate (7)
38 French emperor (8) 
39 Long step (6) 
40 Haul (4) 
41 Wet (5) 
42 Tending to flow; liquid (5)
45 Accept or tolerate whether

or not you want to (4,2,2,4,2)

52 Make reference to (5)
55 X-rated (5) 
56 Monarch (4) 
57 Deserving (6)
58 Piling up (8) 
61 Implement (7) 
62 Keg (6) 
63 Bordering against (8)
66 Made right (9)
68 Incapable (6)
69 Smiles smugly (6)
73 Keen (5) 
74 Combined effort of a 

group (8) 
76 Not vowels (10)
81 Cheese type (7)
82 Small cave (6)
83 Tool for gripping (6)
84 Information (4) 
85 Endeavour (7) 
86 Everlastingness (10)
87 Netted (7)

DOWN 
1 Challenged (5)
2 Antbear (8)
3 Distress signal (6)
4 Proportion (5)
5 Expended (4)
6 Exuberantly joyful (7) 
7 Illicit sexual relationship (6) 
8 Goad (3,2)

10  Curve (4)
11  Without affectation (7)
12 Sibling (6)
17 In particular (10)
18 Knitting stitch (5)
22 Wedding paper (8) 
23 Glaringly vivid (5)
24 Novice (7)
26 Heroic narrative poem (4) 
28 Tedium (7)
29 Learning establishment 

(6) 
30 Charm (6) 
31 Drop steeply (6)
33 Spanish friend (5)
35 Saying (5)
36 Whirl (4) 
37 Japanese garment (4)

43 Modernise (6)
44 Synthetic fibre (5)
46 Eye part (4)
47 Etch (7)
48 Foil (6)
49 Bucolic (5)
50 Sudden violent 
      disturbance (8) 
51 Entices (6)
52 Bitterness, rancour (10)
53 Go bankrupt (4)
54 Gets back (7)
59 Journal (5)
60 Temporary period of calm 

(4) 
64 Played a role (5)
65 Sot (8) 
67 Late (7)
68 Strange (7)
70 Chaste (anag)(6)
71 Lowest (6) 
72 Fish hawk (6)
75 Unite (5) 
77 Yellow-green colour (5)
78 Sedate, decorous (5)
79 Buckle out of shape (4)
80 Exposed (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28
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38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60

61 62 63

64 65

66 67 68 69

70 71 72

73 74 75 76 77 78

79 80

81 82 83 84

85 86 87
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Chances, 4 Give advice, 9 Italics, 13 Ours, 14 Sailor, 15 Rarity, 16 Minaret, 19 Nervous, 
20 Chip off the old block, 21 Before, 22 Puppet, 24 Speculate, 29 Crevasse, 30 Dearth, 31 Icicles, 35
Flippant, 36 Rafter, 37 Ewer, 38 Cover, 39 Tag, 41 Suede, 43 Ethics, 47 Franc, 50 Eel, 54 Spoof, 55 
Peer, 56 Mussel, 57 Opponent, 60 Canteen, 61 Beetle, 62 Leonardo, 65 Freewheel, 67 Encode, 68 
Futile, 72 Nineteen to the dozen, 75 Essence, 77 Medical, 78 Affair, 79 Bruise, 80 Acme, 81 Stagger, 
82 Close shave, 83 Segment. 

DOWN: 1 Clown, 2 Aircraft, 3 Sparse, 4 Golf course, 5 Verdi, 6 Airport, 7 Verify, 8 Catch, 10 Third 
place, 11 Leaflet, 12 Clench, 17 Sour grapes, 18 Coach, 21 Benefit, 23 Prepare, 25 Potter, 26 Avenue, 
27 Fabric, 28 Delete, 30 Ditch, 32 Crop, 33 King, 34 Tear, 40 Appear, 42 Duel, 44 Tomato, 45 Issue, 46 
Shellac, 48 Appeal, 49 Cloudburst, 50 Épée, 51 Lettuce, 52 Moot, 53 Frieze, 58 Decelerate, 59 Golden 
rule, 63 China, 64 Binnacle, 66 Reeking, 67 Endures, 69 Direct, 70 Shears, 71 Versus, 73 Offal, 74 
Zebra, 76 Elect.

ACROSS
1  Communal money 
fund (5)
4  Be an unwanted 
third party with a couple 
(4,10)
11  Category (5)
14  True (5)
15  Revive from 
unconsciousness (11)
16  Curved sword (8)
19  Floor show (7)
20  Open-mouthed (5)
21  Restless (9)
24  Big guns (9)
26  Scamp (6)
27  Burning (6)
31  Adipose (5)
32  Stress (8)
34  Film actor’s audition 
(6,4)
37  Can (3)
39  Handcuff (7)
40  Fix (6)
41  Woodwind player 
(6)
42  Protracted (4)
43  Trace (7)
46  Notes (5,5)
51  Backer (7)
55  Highlander’s dagger 
(4)
56  Says (6)
57  Deadly (6)
58  Accord (7)
60  Age (3)
62  Switches back and 
forth (10)
63  Spotless (8)
64  Merge (5)

67  Blanket-like cloak 
(6)
68  Develop over time 
(6)
69  Not resolved (9)
74  Sleep through 
winter (9)
75  Core (5)
76  Deer meat (7)
81  eg spider, scorpion 
(8)
82  Furnace (11)
83  Quay (5)
84  Astute (5)
85  Large fuss over 
something trivial 
(5,2,1,6)
86  Reduce drastically 
(5)
DOWN
2  Weather map line (6)
3  Jewelled headband 
(5)
5  Welsh emblem (4)
6  Born later (7)
7  Inhabit (6)
8  Satisfy fully (4)
9  Plant studier (8)
10  Sailboats (6)
11  Waist sash (10)
12  Play divisions (4)
13  Unknown (7)
17  Ledger entry (5)
18  Blue (10)
22  Economic 
depression (5)
23  Very hungry (8)
25  Withdraw (7)
26  Speaker’s platform 
(7)

28  False front (6)
29  Break loose (6)
30  Official count (6)
33  African scavenger 
(5)
35  Big wild cat (5)
36  Basin stopper (4)
38  Midday (4)
43  Alcoholic drink (5)
44  Close examination 
(8)
45  Accessories (6)
46  Keeping from decay 
(10)
47  Sit for (4)
48  Recovery setback 
(7)
49  Kit out (6)
50  Precise (5)
52  Blueprint (4)
53  Candidate (7)
54  Highly decorated 
(6)
59  Phobic rash (anag)
(10)
61  Beginning (5)
65  Precious metal (8)
66  Female fox (5)
67  Maybe (7)
70  State of perfect 
happiness (7)
71  Deserves (6)
72  Spurn (6)
73  Developing unborn 
(6)
77  Model (5)
78  Heroic narrative (4)
79  Indication (4)
80  Bean curd (4)

 SUDOKU               92

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                112

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $  incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $ incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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$69,990

2020 Ford Ranger Raptor 
4WD
2.0L B� T	��� D�����         A	�������

������� ���������
��� �-��� ������� $34,990

2018 Isuzu D-Max LS DC 
2WD
3.0L D�
	
�              A��������

������
 ��������

����
-��	  
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$16,995

2017 Suzuki Swift Sport
1.6L P�
	��                        A�
���
��

������� ���������

	���-��  ­������

$29,990

2022 Suzuki Swift Sport
1.4L T�	�� P�
	��                   A�
���
��

������� ���������

	���-��  ­������

$32,990

2015 Holden Colorado Z71 
DC 4WD
2.0L D
	�	�   M�����

�
����	 ���
����	
����	-
��  	��­�	 $25,995
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SPORTS
Swimming records for college para-athlete
Rylee Sayer was “over the 

moon” after breaking New 
Zealand swimming records at 
the Swimming Waikato Summer 
Long Course last month. 

The 14-year-old Hauraki Plains 
College student achieved the 
open New Zealand records for the 
200m breaststroke and the 100m 
and 200m freestyle and the under 
16 New Zealand records for the 
400m and 50m freestyle. Open 
New Zealand records apply to 
swimmers aged over 13 years.

Her mother Amanda Sayer told 
The Profi le while her daughter 
had previously broken New Zea-
land swimming records, some 
of the new records were “pretty 
special”, such as the 200m 
freestyle, which she did in 
an 8.5-second personal 
best and broke the 
record by seven sec-
onds.

“She was pretty 
over the moon.

“Within the last 
year she has broken 
something ridiculous-
ly like 14 New Zealand 
records or 16 and under 
New Zealand records.”

Amanda said Rylee competed 
under the S14 swimming classifi -
cation for swimmers with intellec-
tual disabilities as she has a rare 
condition called tuberous sclero-
sis complex which causes tumour-
like growths in her brain, kidneys, 
heart, and skin.

However, she could still com-
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pete with able-
bodied athletes at 

events like the sum-
mer long course.

“The only time Rylee ever races 
in para races is when she goes to 
national events,” she said.

“She really enjoys that because it 
really pushes her to improve her-
self.

“To have a girl like Rylee who 
does have an intellectual disabil-

ity… she’s really opening a lot of 
doors for other girls and she wants 
to be a role model to get more girls 
being competitive in that path-
way.”

New Zealand paralympian Cam-
eron Leslie looked after the swim-
ming development programme 
for Rylee and she was coached 
at Matamata Swimming Club by 
Graeme Laing, who is the son of 
the late New Zealand olympic 

swimming coach, Duncan Laing. 
Amanda said Rylee also quali-

fi ed at the summer long course for 
the Virtus Global Games to be held 
in France in June. The games are 
a pinnacle event for athletes with 
intellectual disabilities. 

“The focus for her now is to keep 
getting personal bests in the races 
she’s got records in, so that she can 
be as competitive as possible when 
she gets there in June,” she said.

“Rylee is not hoping to get a 
medal over there because she’ll be 
racing world record holders and 
olympic athletes, but she’s going 
for the exposure of being on the 
world stage.

“Hopefully she will in the next 
year or two be looking at world 
games, Commonwealth Games 
and then hopefully her target 
Olympics is in 2028 in Los Ange-
les.”
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