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17-year-old = Thames  Valley
woman who blackmailed a fellow
teen out of more than $2200 has been
sentenced to 150 hours of community
work and has to pay the victim back.

Loralie Barbalich was just 16 when
the offending occurred, but was
sentenced as an adult in the Thames
District Court on January 20.

The court heard that between
December, 2020, and February,
2021, Miss Barbalich and the victim
exchanged messages over social
media.

Miss Barbalich offered the victim to
purchase explicit photos and provided
him with a bank account number. The
victim transferred $20 but did not
receive any photographs.

Miss Barbalich then contacted the
victim and told him she was only
15-years-old, and that her brother
had found out about the messages.

She asked if the victim wanted to do
another money deal, or get “smacked
over”.

She told him she had his address.

Throughout the next few weeks, the
victim made a number of transactions
into Miss Barbalich’s bank account. In
the end, the total payments amounted
to $2289.

Judge Paul Geoghegan told the
court that the victim was of similar
age to Miss Barbalich, and according
to his impact statement, he was
“anxious, nervous, and fearful”.

e

27 don’t want to over-ice
the cake, but it was pre-
meditated, planned, per-
sistent offending over a

period of two months.”
- Judge JP Geoghegan

He remained quiet about the
situation, with the offending coming
to an end only when his parents found
out and intervened.

“The payments are not an
insignificant sum, taking in his age,”
he said.

Miss Barbalich’s counsel, Thomas
Sutcliffe, asked Judge Geoghegan
to consider discharging his client
without conviction, stating a
conviction for blackmail would be a
“significant obstacle”.

“This young woman hasn’t had the
best of starts in life... and at the end
of the day, at this age, a conviction for
blackmail would be a disproportionate
response to the offending,” he said.

“The obstacles in front of her now
are frankly insurmountable in terms
of getting her foot on the ladder with
employment.

“In the almost two years since
[the events], there’s been no further
offending... In my submission, this
young woman is worthy of a chance.”

Judge Geoghegan said while a
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conviction would be a barrier, if
that same logic was applied to all
offending, the automatic result for
young offenders would be a discharge B
without conviction.

“I don’t want to over-ice the cake,”
he said, “but it was premeditated,
planned, persistent offending over a
period of two months. This was not
an impulsive, one-off action by an
adolescent.”

Mr Sutcliffe told the court that
Miss Barbalich was on a benefit and
paid $250 a week to her parents.
She could start paying $25 a week
in reparations to the victim until she
obtains employment, he said.

Judge Geoghegan responded that §
“a really good sign of remorse” would
be someone who knows a charge is
before the court and who comes to the
court with a year’s worth of reparation
already put aside.

“That would indicate remorse.
That would indicate an intent to
compensate the victim,” he said.

Another factor to the case was an
affidavit that said, at the time of the
offending, Miss Barbalich was in a
relationship with a 29-year-old man
who suffered from substance abuse.

According to the affidavit, Miss
Barbalich was homeless, on the
street, and her life revolved around
alcohol abuse. During this period,
her partner allegedly encouraged
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Funding local roads not ‘political football’

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

lips, cracks and surface flood-

ing: three things that are not
new to the Thames-Coromandel
but came out in force over Auck-
land Anniversary Weekend.

With the Minister for Emer-
gency Management, Kieran
McAnulty, stating that the dam-
aged Kopu-Hikuai Rd was not
going to be a cheap nor easy fix,
The Profile asked what the gov-
ernment would do to invest in
the roading network throughout
the geographically-varied dis-
trict.

“Funding is part of it. This
Government has increased the
funding that’s available to local
councils for local roads, and it’s
increased the funding available
to councils when you do have
a severe weather event, like an
emergency fund, but the de-
mand on that fund is such that
it got exhausted quicker than we
anticipated.

“So, it’s a much broader con-
versation around how this
works,” he said.

“Ultimately, we've got to have
a broader look. We know that
[these weather events are] com-
ing, we know that they’re going
to be more severe and more fre-
quent... How can we work with
local government to try and pre-
vent this?”

Minister McAnulty was in
Thames last week to have a look
at the damage the recent series
of storms has inflicted on the
district’s roading network and
properties.

He also spoke to iwi and com-

Thames last week.

munity health leaders, includ-
ing representatives of iwi-based
health provider Te Korowai
Hauora O Hauraki and John
McEnteer of the Hauraki Maori
Trust Board.

He said the slip on the Kopu-
Hikuai Rd, which was still mov-
ing, was not going to be a cheap
or easy fix, but he could give no
details about potential cost or
timeframe.

Instead, Minister McAnulty
said he’d “love” if investment
into Coromandel’s infrastruc-
ture could be recognised nation-
ally and not “treated as a political
football”.

Minister for Emergency Management Kieran McAnulty was in
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“If we can just make a com-
mitment across the political
spectrum that if we want resil-
ient roads in the face of climate
change for rural communities,
this is the sort of investment
we need, and then it’s no longer
treated as something to cut back
on maintenance.”

Meanwhile, Waka Kotahi NZ
Transport Agency’s director of
regional relationships in Wai-
kato and the Bay of Plenty, Da-
vid Spiers, said the agency was
“very conscious” of the Thames
Coast Road and State Highway
25a transport network as being a
“lifeline in the community”.

Higgins would be prioritising
work along the Thames Coast
Rd at the Ruamahunga Bay slip
site to create a “network of ac-
cessibility” while state highway
25a was not available.

The Profile was not invited to
view the slip damage at Kopu-
Hikuai, and were told that the
call to allow media was made by
Waka Kotahi and Civil Defence.

Numbers were limited as the
site was still considered “live”,
they said.

Waka Kotahi regional trans-
port systems manager Cara
Lauder said she expected to
have initial information on the
next steps in the repair and res-
toration of SH25A to share with
the public and stakeholders this
week.

“We know how vital this trans-
port link is for the region, and we
understand that people are hun-
gry for information and want to
know when the road could po-
tentially re-open.”

Initial on-site work is likely to
include drilling boreholes and
excavating test pits to under-
stand the strength and stability
of the underlying foundation at
the site and in the surrounding
area.

Meanwhile, Coromandel MP
Scott Simpson has called public
meetings about the state of the
roading network on the Coro-
mandel Peninsula: February 17;
10am at Whitianga Town Hall;
1:30pm at Whangamata Memo-
rial Hall; 6pm at Thames Civic

Centre.
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Landshdes cause near misses

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A_ n elderly Thornton Bay resi-
ent and a truck driver on
State Highway 2 had close calls
last week following the bad
weather from ex-cyclone Hale.

A slip on February 1 caused
evacuations of several homes on
Thames Coast Rd and Adams Rd
in Thornton Bay.

One home, that of 95-year-old
Dennis Raines, was red-stick-
ered as the slip made its way into
his backyard and on to the roof.

His son, Neil Raines, told The
Profile his father was at home at
the time of the slip but was un-
harmed. However, the home is
now uninhabitable.

“The house was creaking with
the weight of debris across the
back, it was a metre high against
the back ranchslider and that
was all smashed in and against
the roof,” he said.

Neil said the hill behind the
home was always likely to slip
due to its steepness.

“I can’t say I was surprised,
put it that way, especially with
the amount of rainfall and all the
other slips around the place,” he
said.

Dennis Raines, a life member
of the Thames Society of Arts,
was in his home when a man
mowing the lawn next door no-
ticed the slip and ran to get him
out. He has since been staying
with his family in Auckland.

“It’s going to be a very long,
ongoing process,” Neil said. “Not

Dennis Raines, 95, was at home when his Thornton Bay home was hit by the slip. -

the back of his house, the house
up the top on Adams Rd has lost
some of its decking and is look-
ing a bit precarious as well so it’s
quite feasible that that could slip
down on to his house as well.”

Despite the ordeal, Neil said
his father was in pretty good
spirits and was keen to get back
to the coast.

“He wants to get back among
his friends down there,” said
Neil. “He wants to be independ-

Neil said the community was
quick to rally around Dennis fol-
lowing his evacuation, with offers
of housing, fundraisers and gen-
eral support.

“I would just like to show our
appreciation, and his apprecia-
tion for all the support and well-
wishers from the community,”
Neil said, adding that the Thames
Society of Arts had been particu-
larly supportive of its life mem-
ber, as had the Waiomu Cafe.

Photos: SUPPLIED

gahake Gorge, a similar slip came
down in front of truck driver
Shane Sattler on January 31. Mr
Stattler told The Profile he was
forced to take evasive action to
avoid being swept into the river.

“I was just driving down the
road and the hill fell down in
front of me,” he said.

Mr Sattler watched the car
ahead of him speed through to

side of the road.
“There was no chance
I was going to get
through in time,
when you see it
. coming down
\ the hill,” he
\\ said.
\  “My big-
gest con-
cern was
that car
in front of
me... I just
seen him
disappear
and I wasn’t
too sure if he
got collected or
not.
“I had to make
! my way through the
frees that were on the
road and make sure that he
wasn'’t trapped underneath it.”

Despite the recent weather and
the regularity of slips through
the gorge, Mr Sattler said the slip
still caught him by surprise.

“For as often as I travel through
that gorge, you see evidence of
slips but I've never experienced
one coming down on the road in
front of [me],” he said.

“It wasn’t until an hour later
that ... it must have hit home a
little bit. My heart was pounding
for the rest of the trip home. It’s
the last thing you expect.”
DETAILS: Go to www.journeys.
nzta.govt.nz to stay up to date on
road closures.

only has all the mud come into  ent.”

A few days earlier in the Karan-

avoid the debris, but didn’t have sibzlmerm:
time to follow. Instead he hit the Journalizm
brakes and swerved to the wrong . Y
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Deputy mayor feared
damage before storm

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ven before the Auckland

Anniversary storm that saw
the collapse of the Kopui-Hikuai
Rd, Thames-Coromandel’s
councillors were concerned
about how the constant batter-
ing of rain could affect the dis-
trict’s infrastructure.

At its meeting on January
26, before the two most recent
weather events that caused fur-
ther power outages, slips, and
flooding, elected members dis-
cussed funding options follow-
ing the storm of November 11,
2022, which saw an excess of
216mm of rain fall at The Pin-
nacles, near Thames, in a 24-
hour period.

Councillors voted to fund the
initial response and to return
the roading network to the ex-
isting level of service - at an es-
timated cost of $1.5m.

Council’s share of repair costs
totalled $57,420, which will
be taken from the District Re-
tained Earnings Reserve, and
$379,900 from capital budgets,
combined with subsidies from
Waka Kotahi New Zealand
Transport Agency.

However, deputy mayor
Terry Walker raised concerns

about council’s permanent re-
instatement of its infrastruc-
ture.

Even before the Kopu-
Hikuai’s collapse, Cr Walker
offered a foreboding few ques-

“
Every year we
go through this
drama and it’s
major, but we
don’t really fix an-
ything or future-
proof it.
- Cr Terry Walker

tions to staff.

“We're spending this money,
[so] how structurally sound
should we make these things?

“Is there any way of improv-
ing what we’re doing out there,
or is it just patch-up, patch-up,
patch-up?”

Staff replied that following
the receiving of funding from
the transport agency, repairs
would be completed to national
standards.

“I see some places on the side
of the road where we’re patch-
ing up the same spot all the

time because they start falling
away, and you go back again,
and they’re falling away again,”
Cr Walker responded.

“Every year we go through
this drama and it’s major, but
we don’t really fix anything or
future-proof it.”

According to council, the Co-
romandel has already seen 1.5
metres of rain fall so far this
year, a figure the district would
normally get to by June or July.

Coromandel-Colville  ward
councillor John Morrissey said
he’d like “all councillors to re-
member this discussion” when
it came time to focus on the
next Annual Plan - which sets
the budget for council’s Disas-
ter Recovery Reserve fund.

“I think [these disasters] are
going to become more expen-
sive and more frequent, and we
can’t keep going into retained
earnings to save our back-
sides,” he said.

At its first meeting of the year,
Thames-Coromandel District
Council also recieved its draft
Waste Management and Mini-
misation Plan and proposed to
consult on the plan from Feb-
ruary 3 to March 3.
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Strong shake wakes region

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
More than 11,000 people re-

ported feeling a 4.8 magnitude
earthquake that shook residents
awake across the Thames Valley on
February 3.

Occurring just after 2am, the
quake’s epicentre was 5km south
of Te Aroha and had a depth of
6km, and according to GeoNet, the
“strong” tremor was felt by 11,166
people - including residents through-
out the Hauraki and Thames-Coro-
mandel districts.

There were also reports that the
quake was felt by people in Welling-
ton, Northland, and the South Island.

A Waiomu resident said they felt
a “solid shake” and thought their
house was joining the Ruamahunga
Bay slip.

Another local said it “started with
a boom” and they thought it was an
explosion.

The earthquake was the latest in
a series of shakes that have rocked
the Waikato region recently. A M3.9
shake occurred just before 7am on
December 29, while another strong
quake, a M5.1, also woke residents
and damaged land at 5.39am on
January 4.

ATe Aroha resident said they were
“shaking with shock” after the latest
tremor and thought it was perhaps
time to get out the emergency bag.

“What more can mother nature
throw at us?” he said.

DETAILS: To prepare yourself and
your whanau for an emergency,
visit www.getready.govt.nz.
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Blackmailer sentenced

CONTINUED FROM P1

her to sell naked photos online.

However, after standing the
matter down in court for further
clarification, Judge Geoghegan
was told that there was nothing
in the police file to substantiate
this version of events.

It also wasn’t mentioned to the
writer of Miss Barbalich’s pre-
sentence report.

“That gives me cause to
exercise some degree of caution
and scepticism regarding that
account from you,” he said.

However, Judge Geoghegan
accepted that Miss Barbalich
had “not had it easy”.

When calculating her
sentence, a 25 per cent allowance

was granted for Miss Barbalich’s
guilty plea, with another 15 per
cent applied for her youth. A
further cultural allowance of
15 per cent was granted, while
a good character allowance
was declined. This would have
resulted in a sentence of six
months imprisonment; however,
the crown was not seeking a
jail term or an electronically
monitored sentence.

The application for a
discharge without conviction
was denied, and Miss Barbalich
was sentenced to 150 hours of
community work and ordered to
pay $2289 in reparation to the

victim. .
Journalinm
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Near- record number of calls for Purini

7

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

While 2023 has started
quietly for the Puriri Vol-
unteer Fire Brigade, the crew
had one of their busiest years
in 2022, with 72 calls for assis-
tance.

Chief fire officer Wayne Cry-
er told The Profile that the bri-
gade usually averaged between
50-60 calls per year, with the
most on record being 75.

“Looking at the calls for 2022,
we had quite a lot through the
summer months where ap-
proximately 40 of those 72
calls were for grass and vegeta-
tion fires and burn-offs out of
control,” he said.

“It was certainly a hotter and
drier season compared to the
start of 2023, which has seen
us receive a lot of rain.”

While the brigade might have
been busy with calls for assis-
tance, they still found time to
organise events for the Puriri
community by hosting both
an ‘Easter Rock Hunt’ and a
‘Christmas Eve Lolly Scramble’
throughout the year.

“We really enjoy seeing the
community come and enjoy
these events with us. The at-
mosphere is positive and in-
spiring and reminds us that
we do have the support of our
community for what we do,”
Mr Cryer said.

=
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A collage of images taken by the Puriri brigade throughout 2022.

“There is one young com-
munity member, who is about
two-years-old, who is always

Photo: SUPPLIED

standing on the corner with a we’re heading off to help some-

parent when the siren sounds
and waves to the truck when

one in need.

“We appreciate the gesture

and support.”

In July, 2024, the brigade
will celebrate a significant
milestone: 50 years of service
to the community.

Mr Cryer said the brigade
hoped to plan an event to mark
the occasion.

In the meantime, the public
needed to “remain vigilant” in
the coming months, with the
weather having the potential to
become warmer and drier.

“There’s plenty of grass
growth out there that won’t
take long to start drying out
after a few of those scorcher
days,” he said.

“Dry and windy conditions
can make it risky to light a
fire or do work that can create
sparks or heat.”

He encouraged the commu-
nity to visit the checkitsalright
website before lighting a fire.
DETAILS: The Puriri Volunteer Fire
Brigade is looking for more mem-
bers to join their team, especially
those who could be available
during the daytime. The brigade
currently has 13 members, made
up of seven men and six women,
and it would like about 16 mem-
bers all up. To express your inter-
est to join, or to find out more
contact the brigade via their Fa-
cebook page or visit the station
on a training night, Thursdays at
7:30pm.
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Back to school

School was back in session last week as the summer
holidays drew to a close. For the new entrants at Netherton
School, it was an exciting first week as they settled into
Room One. Some students were returning after a term at
school last year, but for others it was a completely new
experience. ALICE PARMINTER captured the first day jitters.
0 | W . qﬂr o .

Luke, Bodhi, Fraser and Leevi pay attention as the bell rings. Mia reads her phonics book.

THAMES COMMUNITY PATROL

o @5‘
P il T ﬂ
LASS SCHEDULE £
Servicing and Repairs ".'_% o ’ o '}
Workshop or On Farm el NV r s |
is seeking volunteers to join our team.
Road, Farm, MotoX 9 ) Tl
. . EROA 1
Ph: 027 2166867 We have a Community Patrol vehicle -
Tt s and cover business areas and streets d g F k
A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic fro_m Kopg to Tarar_u 3 - 5 hours most b €es a)( S | |
graham@almotorcycles.co.nz %ghtsl' with occ?(s_lonaliday [;;a’;rols. p & B
e always work in pairs and have
Parts and Accessories direct contact with police via Thursd ays Wed"eSday S
Road, Farm, MotoX police radio at all times. First Class 4 pm-5.30pm
. Lo 6 pm-8 pm Second Class 6 pm-7.30pm
Ph: 027 2166860 If you are interested in joining our . _ - .
: team contact Graeme Wood Register your interest with Mr Hicks
Alison Cornes 027 417 8224 or 07 868 8095
parts@almotorcycles.co.nz “ ‘028, 400 7550
Proudly sponsored by ~READ({)BROS. i .
www.almotorcycles.co.nz Read Bros Hardware g northv_!l,ndtkd@gmall.com

NEWSPRINT

Roll ends for sale
800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the
Valley Profile office:
2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:

Ph 0204 0944 853
Perfect for school

& Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

" —focused on profit and wealth development
Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday -'QF holidays - art and craft,

moving, table

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 8629090
Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

coverings and more.....
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Hannah Ashford-Beck’s operatic year

ONE YEAR ON

When The Profile first
chatted with Hannah
Ashford-Beck in January,
2022, she was gearing

up to join the prestigious
Dame Malvina Major
Foundation Studio Artists
development programme
in Wellington. We see
what life has been like for
the former Paeroa pianist
in the year since. KELLEY
TANTAU reports

n 2022, Hannah Ashford-

Beck lived the nomadic life
of a singer, never staying at a
single place for more than six
weeks.

“All of my belongings could
fit in my car,” she said.

“When I had a gig, I was usu-
ally put up somewhere for the
duration, otherwise I did a lot
of pet sitting, short term rent-
ing, and staying with friends
and family. My packing and
moving skills definitely im-
proved.”

Hannah was part of the
Dame Malvina Major develop-
ment programme 1n 2022. Co-
ordinated and administered
by New Zealand Opera, it pro-
vides an opportunity for some
of the country’s most promis-
ing young opera singers to de-
velop their craft. N

the

Throughout journey,

“No show is
ever the same;
you’ve got to be
prepared for any-
thing to happen.”

- Hannah Ashford-Beck

Hannah learned the intricacies
of putting on a performance,
she gained confidence in her
own ability, and, she learned to
cut through the “nonsense”.

“Opera is a world where
there are often twice as many
male characters than female
characters, but also half as
many male singers as there are
female singers.

“Us girls have to be twice as
good and fight twice as hard to
get work. And even then that’s
not always enough,” she said.

Hannah had the opportu-
nity to learn from many sing-
ers, including Emma Pearson,
Kristin Darragh, Madeleine
Pierard, and Oliver Sewell;
vocal coaches including Hi-
kutaia-raised David Harper,
David Kelly, and Ben Kubiak;
and work with directors such
as Jon Hunter, John Wilkie,
Sara Brodie, Jacqueline Coats,
and Mark Dorrell.

She was chosen as a chorus
member and understudy for
the role of Flora for a perfor-
mance of La Traviata, but
days before opening night,
the Flora - played by Hannah

o
In 2022 Hannah Ashford-Beck lived the nomadlc life of a singer, never

staying ata single place for more than six weeks.

Catrin Jones - tested positive
for Covid-19.

“So I had to perform and sing
the role of Flora for the dress
rehearsal and opening night,
which was an incredible expe-
rience,” Hannah said.

“It was my first ever role in a
full opera, and my first opera
outside of university.”

She said while she knew the-
oretically what it meant to be
in an opera, she’d never before

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

experienced one with a profes-
sional cast and full backstage
and costuming team.

“So much goes into it, even
the smallest of details. You have
to be prepared and ready to be
standing on your feet, waiting
around as a specific section of a
scene is blocked,” she said.

“No show is ever the same;
you’ve got to be prepared for
anything to happen.”

However, Hannah believed

a change in opera in New Zea-
land was needed, and that a
union ought to be created to
protect young singers, musi-
cians, and performers entering
the operatic world.

“Like with anything, there
can be alot of nonsense a young
female emerging in the work-
force has to face,” she said. “In
regards to opera, I've always
known how problematic it can
be, especially as many were
written during times where
misogyny and sexism were the
norm. It's been so interesting
seeing how directors work with
these sexist themes, and turn
it into commentary on today’s
society or instead show the ba-
dass side of the female charac-
ters,” she said.

“I think more of this needs
to happen so that we can see
representations of strong, in-
dependent, smart, and funny
women on stage.”

Hannah will now work with
Wellington Opera for its pro-
duction of Lucia di Lammer-
moor. She will be performing
as Alisa, the only other female
role aside from the title role.

She will then head to Eu-
rope to travel and potentially
undertake some auditions in
the United Kingdom and Ger-
many.

DETAILS: To contact Hannah re-
garding scholarship, email han-
nah.ashfordbeck@gmail.com or
phone: 027 562 8327.
tEkbzlTeom:
Journalism
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winer- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
_1- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2009 Mazda SP25

Auto, Leather, Sunroof, Etc

VALUE
9,990

2010 Hyundai i30 Elite

2.0Ltr Auto, Top Condition

VALUE BUY *5,990

2016 Suzuki Vitara Ltd

4WD, 1.6Ltr Auto, Top of Range, NZ New

LEYLAND STOWE

2017 Mitsubishi Mirage

Auto, Very Low kms, Gas Saver

Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981
or 0800 868 898

609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2009 Toyota Rav-4

2.4Ltr, Auto, 4WD 2.0Ltr, NZ New

2009 Suzuki Swift

Auto, Well Maintained

2014 Mitsubishi Lancer

2.0Ltr Auto, NZ New, Hi Spec Model

2003 Toyota RAV 4
Auto, 4WD, Tow Bar, 2.0Ltr,
Excellent Condition

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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By GORDON PREECE

he Tirohia farming communi-

ty joined forces to rescue close
to 300 dairy cows from a 120 hec-
tare property after it succumbed
to “chest deep water” during re-
cent floods.

Scott Paterson, who has owned
Paterson Farm in Tirohia with his
wife Alicia since June last year,
told The Profile he shifted his
stock on the afternoon of Janu-
ary 29 when he suspected flooding
would occur.

“We knew it was coming be-

FoR EARTHWORKS

cause of the river levels in Te Aro-
ha and it just slowly moved its way
down over the stockbank, over the
riverbanks and probably within
a couple of hours [the land] was
completely immersed,” he said.

All their stock was moved to the
highest ground, he said.

“W had the community rally
around and get the trucks organ-
ised and had mates all turn up to
help us load up the cows.

“So the local community and
mates have helped out heaps, it’s
going to be a week and a half be-
fore we can start milking again.”

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

» Metal

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &

Maize Silage

www.valleyprofile.co.nz
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Close to 300 dairy cows were rescued from their Tirohia farm by local farmers
after flooding on January 29. ABOVE: The flooded tractor sits on a stop bank __

T P

Scott said it was the second ma-
jor flood he and Alicia had experi-
enced at the farm.

“It’s a farm that’s prone to flood-
ing, we accepted that before we
bought the place, that’s one of the
risks,” he said.

“We flooded in early July after
we had rain for six weeks but not
as bad as this one.

“Talking to the local guys, it was
the first time they had seen the
farm with that level of flood.”

Scott said while no cows were
harmed in the flooding on Janu-
ary 29; equipment and some feed

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHonNE Tim 027 278 5384

and the cow shed is under water.

on the farm wasn’t so lucky.

“The water’s gone right into the
cow shed so we've lifted pumps
up and everything else to see how
much damage has been done by
the water,” he said.

“We've lost some silage bales
with the floods so it would be inter-
esting to see where they are now.
My tractor with a flood pump on
it is sitting on a stockbank which
is about eight feet above pasture
level and the tractor’s half under-
water, the tractor’s going to have
to be redone.”

Scott said another farm vehicle

-
Photos: PATSY ROBINSON __

and the farm workers’ house were
also flooded. He was talking with
his insurance company, bank and
accountant but they would need
to wait for flood waters to recede
before identifying the financial
impacts.

“Our house was out of the way
but our workers’ house, they've
had to evacuate it,” he said.

“[The water] went through the
garage but it’s just up to the floor-
boards in their house, so we just
have to wait until the water re-
cedes which won'’t be for another
five or six days probably.”

ForR CARTING OF

Suppliers of Mangatangi River

Rock

Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell
Palm Kernel

Fertiliser

All Grades of Metal

AULAGE LTD
PHonNE Tim 027 278 5384
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Farmers see poe in beetle brlgde

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Two Mangatangi farmers
have joined forces with Dr
Shaun Forgie and his brigade
of dung beetles, which, when
deployed on to New Zealand
paddocks, have the ability to
improve water and soil quality
and mitigate the excessive ac-
cumulation of manure.

At Robyn Budd and Hamish
Browne’s 106 hectare property,
Black Pond Farm, Dr Forgie ar-
rived with 400 dung beetles in
tow, ready to be released on the
pasture.

Hosted by the NZ
Landcare Trust, ¥
local farmers :
and Manga- f
tangi and :
Maramarua [
Catchment
Group
members
heard what
Dr Forgie - |
co-founder
of Dung Bee- "
tle  Innova-
tions - had to . ®
say about the crit-
ters, of which there
are around 7000 different
kinds throughout the world.

He told The Profile there had
been some challenges in get-
ting local and central govern-
ment to jump on board with
the beetles.

“It’s not so difficult when you

talk to a catchment group
that has this idea of sustainabil-
ity and improving water quality,
especially, but when you want
to go up a level to councils or to
regional councils and govern-
ment, that’s where frustration
comes with the idea of thinking

¢

1 ol [
Robyn Budd and Hamish Browne, alongside Dr Shaun Forgie, get ready to release 400 dung
heetles onto Black Pond Farm, near Mangatangi.

more sustainably,” he said.

The Profile first caught up
with Dr Forgie when he visited
another Miranda farm in Feb-
ruary, 2021.

Since then, he said they had
done at least another 100 dung
beetle releases.

Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

“It’s amazing, New Zealand
is small but it’s still got a lot of
pasture, and I drive down the
road and still think: ‘There’s so
much area that needs beetles’.

“We've got a lot of farmers
getting on board, but individ-
ual farmers themselves can’t

change water quality across the
country, so really it requires
larger scale pick-up by councils
and central government,” he
said.

“We do have farmers coming
to us and saying they didn’t re-
lease [beetles] but they’re com-
ing onto their farms... They are
spreading about a kilometre a
year. So, eventually everyone
will benefit. It will just be neat
to get it done a lot quicker to
see those benefits sooner.”

At Black Pond Farm, Robyn
Budd and Hamish Browne
have the ethos of “nature
knows best”.

For the past six years, their
cattle have provided them with
free range, grass-fed beef from
their “organically grown, holis-
tic” block of land.

“Were always looking for
new ways and better methods of
dealing with things that aren’t
the best for the environment,”
Hamish said. “This is our start
in the dung beetle world... we
might get some more and in-
crease the population.”

“[It’s about finding] natural
solutions, really,” Robyn add-
ed. “Nature knows best, so if we
can help facilitate that process,
that’s great.”

DETAILS: For info on dung beetles
and their release onto NZ farms,
visit: www.dungbeetles.co.nz
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BEAT THE GAS PRICE RISE

Excellent
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DIO

NSC110
*110cc *

commuter
for around

town
Immediate

delivery..
White only..

PLUS on road costs

Come & see us for more LAMS Approved
commuter bikes

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

HAL

JRAKI PLAINS
MOTORS LTD
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Often Eaten Never Beaten

WE ARE ALL GO OUT OF OUR

NEW PAEROA BRANCH

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR HERD
We provide a well blended uniform custom made blend
with the products and specs your girls need to fulfill their
requirements & give you better bang for your buck.

MINERAL BLENDS. COMPETITIVELY PRICED.
If you have blends of Minerals you would like then
call now and try us for price.

ENERGY
Keep your girls energised through the summer heat.
We have high energy additives and also high energy liquid
for less dust. PK/Molasses.

DELIVERY TO YOUR SILO

ON TIME - EVERY TIME
WITH OUR OWN AUGER TRUCK

We work while you & your girls
Make the Moolah!

CALLNOW
0272240728

he Department of Conservation

is asking members of the public
to continue to report any sightings of
kekeno (NZ fur seals) around the upper
North Island this summer.

The citizen science project is a re-
sponse to higher than usual numbers of
dead kekeno sightings during the win-
ter of 2021.

DOC conducted an initial survey be-
tween July and November of 2022.
They received 102 sightings during this
time - 81 live animals and 21 deceased.

The continuation of the project will
provide valuable data to DOC about
the seals’ distribution and favoured
hangout spots, and will allow workers
to identify potential release sites for re-
habbed seals.

Marine Science Advisor Laura Boren
said the extension of the project into
summer would also provide informa-
tion on kekeno during their breeding
season.

“In summer, more people are out en-
joying the coasts of New Zealand and
the ocean around us, so that’s more
eyes helping us identify seals and pro-
vide us with sightings.”

Of the 102 reported sightings, 65
contained clear images, meaning teams
were able to make an accurate assess-
ment of the animal’s age class. Pho-
tos of dead seals are also helpful, says
Boren, because staff can assess whether
the specimen meets the criteria for nec-
ropsy. Freshness is a key factor - the
fresher the photos, the easier it is to de-
termine the cause of death.

NZ’s kekeno populatlon ison the rlse, and
DOC is asking the public for sightings.
File Photo: SUPPLIED

“From those necropsies, we'll be able
to gather important information on the
species, why some of the individuals
have died, and what we can do going
forward. For this reason, it’s important
to report as quickly as possible.”

Anyone who wishes to report a sight-
ing can email kekeno@doc.govt.nz with
the date, location and whether the crea-
ture is tagged along with any photos. If
possible, images should be of the whole
animal from several different angles.
Deceased seals should also be photo-
graphed from above and with some-
thing beside it for scale.

People are reminded to stay at least
20 metres away from live kekeno, keep
small children and dogs at a safe dis-
tance, and never get between the ani-
mal and the sea.

(e’ LR
G0%

Call
Graham Sara: 027 654 0915

DEMONSTRATOR
AVAILABLE NOW
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Rural:

Federated Farmers is
calling for care and
courtesy at harvest time.
Photo: SUPPLIED

Call for courtesy on road

arvest season is in full swing and

Federated Farmers is urging mo-
torists and the operators of agricultural
machinery to show each other some care
and understanding.

Feds Arable Industry chairperson and
farmer Colin Hurst said New Zealand’s
$2.2 billion arable industry was an im-
portant part of export earnings, econo-
my and employment - “not to mention
growers of wheat flour for your summer
sourdough”.

“During harvest, combine harvest-
ers, large tractors towing implements
and other over-size agricultural vehicles
often need to use public roads to move
between different parts of the farm and
between farms,” he said.

“They’re bulky and of necessity - and
by law - move at lower speeds than other
motorists.

“Farmers are asking other drivers

to show a bit of patience and common
sense when coming across these large
vehicles on the road.

“If a tractor or harvester does pull over
to the edge of the road, take your oppor-
tunity to pass if you can do so safely.

“Most of them will be moving no faster
than 30-40kph or so, so it’s not essen-
tial to have the same several hundred
metres of clear road ahead needed when
overtaking much faster moving vehi-
cles.”

Refusing to pass can result in a long
line-up of vehicles and that’s when
some drivers’ patience frays and they do
something risky, Colin said.

Federated Farmers is also urging the
operators of farm vehicles to keep traffic
flows in mind, and to remember their re-
sponsibilities in terms of protruding im-
plements/headers and, where required,
use of beacons and hazard panels.

Roger Harris Scholarship

Civil engineering and
resource management
The Roger Harris
Scholarship is available
for students who are
studying civil engineering
or river and catchment
management.

You’re eligible if your
family lives in this area*

*Only part of Putaruru is in this zone.
Ifyou’re from Putaruru, call us first.

For more information visit waikatoregion.govt.nz/
roger-harris-scholarship or call 0800 800 401

Farm Effluent Eouipment
Full Cystem Design

o Cervice

0800 4 EFFLUENT | www.williamsirrigation.com

Cowsheds, Feedpads, Bunker Roofs

Call us to arrange a visit to discuss your needs
Now is the Time to Plan

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehl

¥ UINN i—mw-rn st g "~'
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Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

& FRANKLIN

100% LOCALVETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295.
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030.
www.franklinvets.co.nz
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Queen carnival held for Red Cross
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As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1918
Queen Carnival, a fundrais-
ing event, was held across
the Thames Valley in aid of the
Red Cross.

The carnival included district-
wide Basket Socials — where
baskets of food were auctioned
to male bidders who won the
privilege of eating and dancing
with the woman who had pre-
pared the basket.

Football matches and an Art
Union, a type of lottery, were
also held. The carnival lasted a
few weeks and was topped off
by the election of the carnival
Queen.

In this campaign there were
four candidates, Mrs Hague-
Smith: Navy Queen; Miss
Clendon: Soldiers’ Queen; Mrs
Bax: Valley Queen; and Mrs
O’Carroll: Queen of the Plains.

Mrs O’Carroll, of Kopuarahi,
won and was crowned Queen of
Thames. More than seven thou-
sand pounds were raised.
GHOSTLY TALES
Tales of an alleged ghost were
persistently circulating at Waih1
where it was the talk of the town.

Queen of the Red Cross Carnival at
Thames, Miss Kathleen O’Carroll.
Photo: SUPPLIED

A youth heading home one
night after a dance was sur-
prised by a spectral figure which
walked out behind him and,
with both hands, caught him by
the hips and held him tight for a
second or two.

“A ghost! A ghost!” shrieked
the lad as he sped along the
pavement in the south end of
the town.

“It seems almost incredible
that anybody could be reduced
to a condition of abject terror by
the tom-fool pranks of an indi-
vidual mimicking in a material
form something which did not
exist,” scolded the Waihi Daily
Telegraph.

“This act is beyond a joke, and
as there are many boys and girls

frightened out of their wits, it is
hoped the man in blue will soon
lay the ghost by the heels.”
COTTAGES WRECKED

There were also disturbances
at Waihi Beach where, at half
hour intervals, the sea surged
up with great force, 200 yards
above high water mark. Great
rollers, shooting up a tremen-
dous height, made a magnificent
spectacle but ten cottages facing
the sea were wrecked.
DIGNITARIES BOGGED

The Minister for Lands and
party, on their way to meet with
deputations of settlers at Ngatea,
left their cars at Kopuarahi to
continue the rest of the journey
by launch. The cars returned via
the back road where two of them
got bogged and had to be dug
out.

Finally, after hard work and
all hands assisting, they arrived
at Ngatea. Ironically the Min-
ister was in Ngatea to discuss
roads, bridges and drains. In
the course of a speech, he con-
gratulated the settlers on the
appearance of their district. He
had travelled nearly all over
New Zealand, and he was satis-
fied that very few districts would
beat theirs when it was fully de-
veloped.

LIME AVAILABLE

Settlers in Miranda decided to
co-operate to provide them-
selves with lime for agricultural
purposes at cheap rates. There
were 800 acres of sea shell de-
posited to a depth of ten feet,
and a crushing plant and an
engine for haulage were to be
purchased. It was expected that
an ample supply of lime will be

secured.

The Marriage Portrait by Maggie O’Farrell

Set at the heart of the treacherous political world of the Ital-
ian Renaissance, this is the masterful story of a young wom-
an’s battle for her very survival. Florence 1560s, Lucrezia, third
daughter of Cosimo de’ Medici, is free to wander the palazzo
at will, wondering at its treasures and observing its clandes-
tine workings. But when her older sister dies on the eve of
marriage to Alfonso d’Este, heir to the Duke of Ferrara, Lu-
crezia is thrust unW|tt'|neg into the limelight: Alfonso is quick
to request her hand in marriage, and her father to accept on
her behalf. Having barely left girlhood, Lucrezia must now make her way in a
troubled court whose customs are opaque and where her arrival is not univer-
sally welcomed. A brilliant new novel from Maggie O’Farrell written with all the
drama and verve that made her last book HAMNET an international bestseller.

Desert Star by Michael Connelly

LAPD detective Renée Ballard and Harry Bosch work together
to hunt the killer who is Bosch’s “white whale”--a man re-
sponsible for the murder of an entire family. A year has
passed since LAPD detective Renée Ballard quit the force in
the face of misogyny, demoralization, and endless red tape.
Yet, after the chief of police himself tells her she can write her
ticket within the department, Ballard takes back her badge,
leaving “the Late Show” to rebuild the cold case unit at the
elite Robbery-Homicide Division. Propulsive and unstoppa-
ble, this new novel demonstrates once again why Connelly is
one of the best crime/thriller authors of our generation.

Secrets of the Sea: The Story of New Zealand’s Native Sea
Creatures by Robert Vennel

Following on from his bestselling “The Meaning of Trees”,
Robert Vennel turns his focus to taking us on a tour through
L, . the native sea creatures of Aotearoa. Secrets of the Sea is a
-._H ' LELL i B& fascinating introduction to New Zealand’s fish and shellfish,
Er 1-.". T = weaving together history, biology and culture to reveal how
il B these unique and intriguing creatures have shaped our lives.
Ranging from sandy shores and rocky reefs to the open ocean
and its cavernous depths, Robert Vennel celebrates the magic
and mystery of the world beneath the waves. Lavishly illustrated with stunning
photographs and fascinating historical illustrations. An essential New Zealand
nature volume for everyone’s bookshelf.
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Get Outdoors: Brilliant Boredom Busters for Kiwi Kids by
Paul Adamson

Award-winning author Paul Adamson brings us a timely out-
doors activity book to encourage kids to explore and expe-
rience the simple pleasures and health benefits of getting
outdoors. With almost 200 pages of activities and ideas, Paul
shares his enthusiasm for the great outdoors through a wide
range of activities. With clear instructions on how to build,
grow, and explore our local outdoors environments, this book
is as much an encouragement to parents as kids to pursue
healthy activities that will foster a lifelong love of the outdoors. A fabulous re-
source for parents. - Book reviews by Carson’s Bookshop

PROGRAMMES

AVAILABLE FOR 2023

Call or

WWWw.

If school wasn'’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these
are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2,
Intro to Agriculture L2
(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua (15 weeks)
Horticulture Level 3 (29 weeks)
Health & Well Being Level 3

Prep for Success

We also offer some fee paying short programmes — Barista and
Defensive driving lessons and Learners courses
Call us for pricing.

Valley Education

Jree courses e free transport

Serving our communities

for 117 years

Open online 24/7 -
www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

NZ wide courier service

(freight free on purchases over $100)

Complimentary gift wrapping

Special customer orders welcome

07 868 7892
textus 027 314 1577

.C0.Nz

Friendly and knowledgeable team

Read Play Give

o
Carsons

BOOKSHOP#1906

600 Pollen St, Thames
07 868 6301

www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz
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‘Humble’ Bill Rackham farewelled

Bill Rackham
1941 - 2023

Wlliam (Bill) Rackham was
remembered as a “dedicat-
ed” Paeroa Volunteer Fire Brigade
chief fire officer and “humble”
family man.

Mr Rakham, who died on Janu-
ary 22 after a short illness, was
remembered by his family and
Fire and Emergency New Zealand
(FENZ) for his fierce 56-year ser-
vice to the Paeroa community.

His son Graeme, who served
alongside his father in the mid-
1980s, said there were many as-
pects to his father’s firefighting
career.

“He was a man of integrity, he
was very generous and was very
proud of his team of fellow fire-
fighters.

“Not only was he a dedicated
firefighter, as a young man he was
a keen rugby player [for Paeroa
West], he was very committed to
his family, he was a perfectionist
cabinet maker,” he said.

“He will be overwhelmed with
the love and support he receives
from the community and his fel-
low firefighters. He would want
to say thank you all very much for
being with him and he would want
to express his love and honour
back to everybody else.”

Graeme said his father’s main
highlights included the Paeroa
Volunteer Fire Brigade centennial
in 1995 and local and national wa-
terway firefighting competitions.

“To be competitive, you've got
to train four or five times a week,

Bill Rackham received the Queen’s Service Medal in 2014.

so it was not unusual for him to be
out on the competition track with
his brigade colleagues training as a
competitor in the waterways com-
petitions,” he said.

Son Bill Jnr, who also served
with his father, said he was “very
well respected” by the FENZ com-
munity but never sought recogni-
tion for his service.

“The fire and emergency work
that he did was for the commu-
nity,” he said.

“It was fire brigade work right
across the board and that includ-
ed things like putting in smoke

alarms and helping with building
inspections.”

Bill Jnr said he still had vivid
memories of his father dropping
everything at home to respond to
callouts.

“We can remember Dad being
in the fire brigade for most of our
lives,” he said.

“Many times when we were to-
gether as a family, the siren would
go during dinner times or in the
evenings or whenever we were
doing something and then Dad
would head off.”

“I'm in awe of the commitment

that volunteer firefighters includ-
ing Dad put in towards their pas-
sion of helping the community.”

Bill Rackham was born in Paeroa
in 1941 and attended Paeroa Cen-
tral School and Paeroa District
High School, now Paeroa College,
before departing his rugby career
to join the Paeroa Volunteer Fire
Brigade in 1967.

He was appointed chief fire of-
ficer in 1991 and was awarded the
Queen’s Service Medal in 2014 for
his service to his brigade and com-
munity.

Paeroa Volunteer Fire Brigade

A vintage fire truck leads the funeral
procession.

FENZ members in the procession
down the main street of Paeroa.

senior station officer Paul Jackson
said Bill’s passing “left a big hole”
in the brigade.

“He’ll be remembered as a great
chief, Bill's biggest legacy is his
commitment to the community
doing smoke alarms, he’s done
hundreds of smoke alarms around
Paeroa,” he said.

“I first started in 1990, he was
deputy chief then, he was always
a good honest bloke, and he was
a bit of a gentleman but when the
times got tough he knew how to
pull the boys in line.”

Bill, who had five grandchildren
and two great grandchildren, died
aged 81 at his Paeroa home. His
service was held at Paeroa War
Memorial Hall on February 1 after
a procession down Paeroa’s main
street led by a vintage fire truck.

- By GORDON PREECE

/Richardsons

Paeroa / Ngatea

/Richardsons

Thames

10 Orchard East Road, Ngatea
OPEN HOME SATURDAY 10:15-10:45AM

$649,000

* Only a short walk to great schooling
e Large home with 2 of everything
 Good sized section with garage

RN1468

A5 w2 el =2

RN1425

18 Madgwick Place, Ngatea
OPEN HOME SATURDAY 10:45-11:15AM

* URGENT SALE REQUIRED/3 dble bdrms/Decking
* Private location/611m2(m or I) fenced section
« Single garage with workshop/mancave space

=3 el el =1

$639,000

RT5756

115 Fergusson Drive, Thames

Situated on a flat sunny 738m2 (more or less) section, handy to town and schools is this solid 1950's 2
bedroom home that is ready and waiting for you to add your special touches. Fully fenced with a single garage
and carport as well as off street parking. Deadline ends 8 February 2023.

Deadline Sale

2wl el =1

26B Taylor Avenue, Paeroa

« Stylishly renovated 2 brm home, woodburner
e Fully furnished, single garage, double carport
*877m2 (m o |) landscaped section, garden sheds

2wl el =1

RG1998

$579,000

RG1985

25 Oranmore Crescent, Paeroa

* Brand new, vacant & just awaiting you, heatpump
¢ Open plan living, quality fittings and appliances
* Internal access double gge, 526m2 (m or I)

=3 2 2 =1

$799,000

RT5748

3 Arthur Road, Ngarimu Bay

$1,650,000

This is an ideal family home located under 10kms north of Thames in sought after Ngarimu Bay. Perfectly
positioned to make the most of the stunning sea and bush views. Beautifully presented inside and out with
lovely gardens, modern kitchen, open plan living that is extended by outdoor living.

=4 w2 el =2

PAEROA

07 862 7888
54 Belmont Road

NGATEA

07 867 7800
33 Orchard Road

THAMES

07 868 6978

556 Pollen Street
Licensed REAA2008

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz thames@richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008
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We're here

On your side

We're on hand to help
and are working as fast

as we can for the many
customers that need our
support. We're prioritising
our vulnerable customers
and those in urgent need
of help. In the meantime,
please stay safe, visit our
website for guidance, and
lodge your claim when
you can. We'll get you
back on your feet as soon
as possible.

Lodge your claim online
at ami.co.nz or call
0800 100 200.
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o 24,990

Features include:

e 1.4L DOHC MPI D-CVVT Petrol Engine

® 6-speed Automatic

e 15" Alloys

* 6 Airbags

* Forward Collision Avoidance Assist -
Car / Pedestrian / Cyclist

Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist
Driver Attention Alert
Rear Parking Sensors

Rearview Monitor with
Dynamic Guidelines

LED Daytime Running Lights

Halogen Bi-Function Projection
Headlamps with Static Bending Light

8" Touchscreen Infotainment

4.2" TFT LCD Colour Supervision
Instrument Cluster

Wireless Apple CarPlay™
& Android Auto™

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames %

Warranty T VEAD Roadside »
\) 5 YEAR {3 &) 5 venr iz
(OR UP TO 100,000 KMS)

Ph 07 868 8951 - Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 - www.ThamesKia.co.nz

“MRP is the Maximum Retail Price. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 100,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and Conditions apply, see Kia.co.nz for full details.

2019 Toyota CH-R 2019 Toyota Corolla

Limited BLACK EDITION,

NZ New 2.0P,
_ NZ New

2020 Toyota Hilux SR5 Cruiser, 2WD $44,990 2022 Kia Sportage Lx+ 2.0P 2WD NZ New, Towbar $38,990
2019 Toyota Prado, VX Ltd, Top Spec 372,990 2019 Toyota RAV4 GX 2.0P 2WD NZ New $34,990
2019 Kia Stinger,GT-T, 1 owner $49,990

2019 Toyota RAV4 GX, 2.0Ltr $34,990 2018 Toyota Hilux SR5, 2.8TD, 4WD, 6AT $48,990
2019 Toyota Corolla, GX, Hatch $25,990 2018 Toyota Rav4 GX 2.5P AWD SIGNATURE CLASS $34,290
2018 Toyota Hilux, SR5, Auto, 2WD $41,990

2018 Toyota Rav4, GXL , AWD, 2.5 Petrol $28,990 2017 Toyota Corolla GLX, 1.8P H/Back, Alloys, Auto $21,990
2017 Toyota CH-R, turbo, 3 to choose from $29,990 2016 Toyota Hilux S 2.8D 5MT 2WD $32,990
2017 Kia Sportage, NZ New from $19,990

2016 Toyota Rav4, 2.0 Itr petrol from $22,990 2015 Toyota Aqua 1.5P Hybrid 214,990

Toyota Hilux, SR5, 4wd, Auto, Canopy $32,990 $32,990

Valley Toyota Thames @ Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa

www.valley. toyota co.nz * 07 868 8950 www.richards.toyota.co.nz e 07 862 7674
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

2014 Toyota Hilux 3.0TD, DCC, 4WD, 5AT

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264 Contact - Kent Ravenhill e 027 878 0642
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929 Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642
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TREE

*“*SHAPES

Q lilied Arboniot

# Treework Large & Small

@~ Stump Grinding =~ Hedge Trimming

2 Fruit Tree Pruning # Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

CALL THE EXPERTS

ARCHITECTURE

Architectural design

Plans and documentation for
alterations and
additions to existing buildings.
Building consent applications.
LBP Design - Contact Richard
Tel: 022 050 3157
Email: richard@sketch-it.co.nz

BUILDER / CARPENTER
QuaALIFieED & LICENSED LBP.

Many years

experience.
Ph Peter
027 496 5241

BUILDING SERVICES

@)

Kitchens * Bathrooms * Pergolas * Fencing
Decks * Gibbing * Tiling * Landscaping
Home Maintenance and Much More ...

PROFESSIOMNAL
TRADE SERVICES

3 Coronation St, Paeroa Ph 0800 088 001
CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges o One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

ELECTICAL INSPECTOR

e Caravan e-wofs

¢ Home and Business
electrical inspections

¢ |QP emergency lighting
inspections

ECTR/~
STy,

Servicing Hauraki,
Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty

021944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

Call the Gardener

TN EIEER . FGARE AR

Call Paul (028) 4640 600
www.callthegardener.conz

HYDRAULIC HOSES

IS

ﬂ?ﬂrmﬁﬂ:ﬂw

Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service
Whangamata/Thames/Coromandel Region

hydhosecompany@gmail.com

Matt: 0274 123 996
fer Senvice Tt Cevuls

i

BUILDING SERVICES

Quantity Surveying

Residential & Commercial Construction
Pre-Construction Services
Estimates e Tenders e Trade Measures
Administration
CCA Progress Claims e Variations e Final Account

imeasure limited

Professional Building Services
Contact James - Ph 027 515 4004
email : imeasure@outlook.com

BUILDING SUPPLIES

For all your
building supplies
Trade welcome

79 Kopu Rd, Thames
Phone 868 0130

| Electrical WOF’s

DRIVING ACADEMY

DRivVING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

PEET e

t --<."

Janella-I.VIunns of Splintas Firewood.

So it's been about four years since we
named Splintas Firewood. And what a
roller coaster ride it has been.

We have learnt a lot, employed staff,
bought new gear, been though Covid-19
with everybody else, and our mascot Ted
joined the crew. Had the fuel increase
but we still hold our head high and enjoy
what we’re doing.

The most important thing | have
learned is to be prepared. Get in early if
you can leave your firewood outside to
season - wind is the key, and put it away
in February-March, 2023.

We have done this by buying in truck
and trailer loads of gum logs this time
last year, so they’ve been in the yard for a

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Photo: GORDON PREECE

Just a lady with a dream

year and we’re now splitting them ready
for our lovely customers to enjoy in 2023.

There are a number of factors to con-
sider when buying firewood if you want to
get the most for your money and we all
do. Not all wood is created equal! There
are two main types of wood: softwood,
and hardwood. If you are burning your
fire for long periods of time, then you will
want more hardwood as this puts out
more heat than softwood and burns for
longer. And please last of all - get your
fireplaces and chimneys checked.

Thank you for supporting local business
and growth, remember we are only a
phone call away and more than happy to
help to keep you warm the next winter.

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

» . Digger, Bulldozer

; & Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHoneE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

ELECTRICIAN

X mms ELECTRICAL
». 027539 5572

; theinnis@xtra.co.nz
b

| Domestlc

| Industrial =

i Commercial
New Installations
Re-Inspections

Registered
> Electrician &
Electricé]‘lnipector

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area_
HAIRDRESSER

\\ ,IK HAIRCUTS

WALK INS
WELCOME

Madie

SCISSOrS

NEw
LOCATION
APPOINTMENTS
NOT NEEDED

POLLEN ST
THAMES

FIREWOOD

SPLINTA’S FIREWOQD

Old Man Pine ® Gum ¢ Mac ® Pine

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
0 splintasfirewood
Email: splintasfirewood@gmail.com

HEAVY HAULAGE
SERVICES

Tipper Truck
Kenworth T909
TRANSPORTER

Truck ANp TRAILER
3R4/3R8 Winener

“PROVIDING SERVICES
THROUGHOUT THE
AUCKLAND AND
WAIKATO REGIONS”

Fast & Efficient
R 021215 8704
# FLASHEXCAVATIONS.CO.NZ

[ FLASHEXCAVATIONSLTD@GMAIL.COM

OPPOSITE
MITRE 10
KITCHENS
| oY

DESIGN »

WAIHI KITCHENS

& INTERIOR JOINERY
WE OFFER PERSONAL SERVICE,
DESIGN AND QUALITY KITCHENS.

P 027 426 9966

MOBILE MECHANIC

+ 'mohile
mechanics

We come to you...
% Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,
campervans, machinery & small engines
% Batteries available
Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

- %
- -
Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

» Traditional & Bespoke Funerals
» Direct Cremation

« Pre-Planning

» Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Ph: 0800 862 6362

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

We have over 30 years of butchery expertise.

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.

¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products. 3

¢ Professional facilities.

¢ Smoked meats are our specialty.

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

e Game orders over 10kg

¢ Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 e Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

¥

i

W: huntshomekills.nz ¢ Follow us on FB

Bl  PANTER
That Painter

Taabdncsltnl & Uil Cosrraer
:l'l'!rl..nl Bebr Purca jor ||J-;|

* Interior & Exterior « Residential & Light Commercial
* Fully Insured » Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.
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CALL THE EXPERTS CLASSIFIEDS - peadiine 1pm Friday

PET FOOD

£

* Beef «

Don’t
nibble on kibble
- gnaw on raw

£

Chicken * Goat - Horse

* Lamb & Tripe - Meat Mixes
+ Specialty Mixes < Bones * Veal

* FREE Delivery -

PLUMBER

| e

PLUMBING * DRAINAGE °

GASFITTING

GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021
Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

AIENS]UNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUI
SPEC

ASTE

LISTS

WALLPAPERER

In Memoriam

GRICE, William

Pete
Grinder
027 535 0580

Situations
Vacant

DOG TREATS

Thames Market
~levery, Saturday
- Ra|n oriShineh

E: debstra dogs@gmall com
FB: Deb(s Dog Treats:n‘Meats

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

TYRES & BATTERIES

=

— TYRE and BATTERT

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.
314 Pollen St, Thames

Public Notice Public Notice

A
a—
_—

Proposed Temporary
Road Closure Elﬁ;g%lc(f

Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974,
notice is hereby given that for the purpose of
Beach Hop Warm Up Party 2023 organised
by GO Waihi it is intended to close the
following roads to ordinary vehicular traffic
for the period indicated hereunder. During
the proposed period of closure provision
will be made for ordinary vehicular traffic,
which would otherwise use the road, to use
alternative routes.

Period of closure: Wednesday 22 March 2023,
6am to 3pm.

A‘Ev o
Ni:'-ﬁ Tara Tokanul

Trust

HUI-A-IWI
AM: Update on Current Projects

PM: McCaw Lewis-Legal Advisors:
MACA
NTT Settlement Bill
Corporate Whare

PAEROA WAR MEMORIAL HALL
05 March 2023 - 10am
Contact: Tennille Hrama
tennillehirama@yahoo.co.nz

021-842-154 .

Road to be closed:

e Seddon St (from School Ln/SH2
intersection to entire Seddon St)

Gilmour St (from Kenny St/SH25

intersection to Seddon St)

Ph 868 8182

Bl  winoscreens
[PREGISION]

"WINDSCREENS /
We come to yott!

: : e Muller St (from the Seddon St roundabout
Sltuatlons vacant to property No. 3 on Muller St)
e Haszard St (from property No. 24 on
F ndr Haszard St to Martha St)
ou d ,y e SH2 (from the intersection of SH2 and
Production Kenny St to the intersection of School Ln
and SH2)

uuﬂ-:-i-l:-- Worker e Morseby Ave (from property No. 80

Moresby Ave to the SH2 roundabout)

Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular
traffic will be made with signs, cones and
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.

A&G Price have a vacancy in their
foundry department and require a
hardworking, reliable worker who is
physically fit and not afraid of hard work.
No previous experience required as all
training will be given.

If this sounds like you, please email
your cv to our Production Manager at:
jacob.tyrrell-baxter@agprice.co.nz
or call in to our reception and fill out an
application of employment form

It will be an offence under the above
regulations for any person otherwise than
under authority of an authorised permit to
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic
during the proposed period of closure.
Any objections should be directed to
Transportation Manager on 07 862 8609 or
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 15 March 2023.
L D Cavers

Chief Executive

Hauraki District Council

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
WwWw.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

Handyman

THAMES HANDYMAN

Stanley (Bill):

7-2-2013

While our lives go on
the memories never
fade. Sadly missed by
Jill and family.

Gardening

Stump Grinding. All
sizes, all areas. Free
quote. Ph 021 060
7659

Storage

STORAGE |

Logging Truck
Driver
Full Time position in the
Hauraki Area
MUST:
Be punctual, honest
and reliable.

Hold a current
Class 5 License.
Logging experience
preferred but not essential.
Also casual position
available but must have
experience.

Please phone Chris
on 0210 229 3626

& BUILDING SERVICES

Building,
home maintenance &
general gardening services

Phone Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

Situations Vacant

Thames High School

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauaeranga

Communications Manager
(Part-time, 10 hours per week)

Our communications manager who will
ensure we share relevant and up-to-date

KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

STORE 4 U Waihi.
Clean, dry, alarmed.
Call Curly 021 746 608.

Thames Valley Storage
— secure, dry units
available, two sizes. Call
Trev 027 4076966

information for our school community. You
will promote our school and tell our stories,
creating content to inform and engage
our community of parents, students, staff
and alumni. This will include managing our
social media platforms, website, selected
publications and media relations.

Flexible hours by negotiation. For full
details go to our website,
www.thameshigh.school/vacancies.

Applications close
Friday 17 February 2023 (4.00 pm)

PUBLIC MEETING
Let's Talk SH25A

Coromandel MP Scott Simpson is holding three
Public Information Meetings to provide an update on
our Peninsula Roading Status. We'll be hearing from
NZTA and TCDC representatives.

Friday 17 February 2023

10.00 AM-11.30 AM
Whitianga, Town Hall

1.30 PM - 3.00 PM
Whangamata, Memorial Hall

6.00 PM-7.30 PM
Thames, Civic Centre

mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
0800550 330

w
w

Funded by the Parliamentary Service.
Authorised by Scott Simpson,
Parliament Buildings, Wellington.
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We’'ll get
you sorted.

Our experts are working as quickly as they
can to support the many customers in need.
We’re prioritising our vulnerable customers
and those in urgent need of help. In the
meantime, please stay safe, visit our website
for guidance, and lodge your claim when you
can. Rest assured, we’ll get everyone sorted.

Lodge your claim online at
state.co.nz or call 0800 80 24 24.

state.co.nz STATE
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DIRECT CREMATION
a Thames: (15km radius) $2595 incl GST
THAMES VALLEY Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, SiZZels
CREMATUORY Ngatea $2895 incl GST HOCAL
For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

Please Visit the website: “
. foreverpets.co.nz
advise your ‘ ) | for further information. (JS]EReLl |-
Vet of your CONTACT: Forever Pets HOAS/
wishtouse ~ FOrever osseos.
We guarantee the ashes
Forever P?ts Pets you get back belong to
Crematorium PET CREMATORIUM your pet and only your pet.

SUDOKU
AN|— ||| 3| ©
Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 CENCEEE
<O || —|O© N
2] [4] T6[5[3] [1] [3]1 4 9
Q -
6 3 8 7 2 5 5 1 3 1 3 % < || ©|N|0| |~ O
3 7/ 2 4 65 713 418 /eo/ [ ~|< 0/
AN MO0 | © D
6 58|41 2 3 2| 4| 183 LA [ == e e
[=<]iTe) ~ DO+~
6 |4 6| |7 8] |2 3y FEeonerte
5 3 1 2 6 9 4 5 2 1 6 8 %g = |™ o] o] —|o|~[10
7 8] |1 116 4 96| |35 |25 [o=frs
ﬁ 'l:jl MWD N [©O|3|0
215|416 713 4 9 2 1 4| es [okEiizes
o5 -
3 92|78 1 6| |5 7/ 21 2183 N  Feolercens
> -
EASY MEDIUM HARD Z |~[o[w|ofos|~[—|m
ACROSS 63 Affair of honour (4) 26 Pungent red pepper
1 Change (5) 64 Reddish metal (6) (7)
4 Malingering (8,3,4) 65 Go wrong (3) 27 News (7)
14 Canal boat (5) 66 Extended (10) 29 Become gelatinous
15 Navigation aid (5) 68 Sea trip (6) (7)
16 Taking of another’s 69 Factory second (6) 30 Gambling house (6)
work and presentingas 71 Estranged (9) 31 Distant in manner (5)
one’s own (10) 76 Cheerfulness (6) 32 Char (6)
17 Hot drink (5) 77 Mountain chain (9) 34 Hidden obstacle (4)
19 Able-bodied (3) 79 Long eventful 36 Church council (5)
20 Cowboy film, novel journey (7) 38 Public swimming
(7) 81 Long fish (3) pool (_5)
21 Cold country (9) 84 Saturated (5) 40 Side (4) &
22 E tly religi 85 Facial 45 Quick (5 1
R 1 T Y Illl lllll lll llllll
25 Disbelieving, 86 Poisonous (5) 47 Play charades (4) .
doubtful (9 87 A ts check (5 48 Haphazard (6
27 Night thne howler 6) 88 Goout andenjoy 49 Natural abilly (5 IIIII Il I.II. B HIIIIIII
28 Dealer in textile oneself (5,3,4,3) 50 Examine (7) ..
fabrics (6) 89 Curt (5) 52 Radically new
33 Try sailing (anag)(10) daring (5-5) ' llll Iﬂl H II | Illﬂlﬂ
35 Young male (3) DOWN 53 Accept as true (7) . ﬂ .
36 Circuit-breaking 2 Departs (6) 54 Go over (6) =
device (6 3 Precise (5 55 Tasted (7
dovce ) endierty o e ® 35 Tasted () HEEEEEEE B HIIIII RN

39 Climbing plant (3) 6 Country in Africa (7) 57 Chime (4) . . . . “.. . . “

||
2 Al ke (6 5 Queston mewsely (5 67 Ve (n L lll HIIIII II IIIIIIIII

43 Accord (9) 9 Sound-alike word with 68 Old hand (7)

44 Tiler's filler (5) a different meaning (7) 70 Distinguished (7) r .

45 Girl's name; fragrant 10 Decorative fabric (4) 72 Secret sexual ..... I-.“.. “....-.
shrub (8) 11 Bow user (6) relationship (7)

T e ety 13 oy T8 e ...... g.... an
oremists 5) 18 Brainwashing hype 76 Forestaearing &) |- P

premises

59 Agitated (6) 23 Simple song (5) 80 Gain points (5) ..... .......... ....
60 False belief (7) 24 Natural home or 82 Church song (4) .=.. . . . . . . . . .

58 Fixation with fire (9)  (10) 78 Sufficient (5)
61 Rascal (3) environment (7) 83 Manage (4)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Scoff, 4 Terrapin, 9 Barber, 14 Sabre, 15 Landslide victory, 17 Nerve, 18 Dye, 19 Message, DOWN: 2 Chameleon, 3 Fades, 5 Eddy, 6 Ravioli, 7 Pecking order, 8 Noose, 9 Boycott, 10 Rink, 11

20 Police dog, 21 Deluge, 24 Surviving, 25 Author, 26 Vessel, 29 Unforeseen, 31 Row, 32 Shadow, Earned, 12 Abode, 13 General, 14 Secured, 16 Legerdemain, 22 Bisect, 23 Cohabit, 24 Stooped, 25
33 Tart, 35 Act, 37 Warp, 39 Artillery, 40 Impulsive, 41 Split, 42 Tendency, 47 Sapphire, 51 Sauna, 55  Always, 27 Swahili, 28 Hoopla, 30 Nile, 32 Stale, 34 Theme, 36 Flip, 38 Ape, 42 Teach, 43 Notepad,
Autograph, 56 Playhouse, 58 Tome, 59 Pal, 60 Hops, 61 Costly, 62 Out, 63 Clavichord, 66 Tedium, 67 44 Edge, 45 Crayon, 46 Jumpy, 48 Predicament, 49 Hatchet, 50 Rum, 51 Shotgun, 52 Aplomb, 53
Suburb, 69 Compliant, 72 Tassel, 73 Centipede, 75 Demoted, 80 Tokyo, 81 Show the white flag, 82 Participated, 54 Chic, 57 Unable, 64 Reiterate, 66 Trawler, 68 Utensil, 70 Maddens, 71 Jerkin, 72 Trait,
Elite, 83 Unreal, 84 Sideshow, 85 Creel. 74 Toots, 76 Offer, 78 Core, 79 Ohio.
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trokes of support for rowing club

By GORDON PREECE

owers and coaches within

the Hauraki Plains Col-
lege and Districts Rowing Club
have benefitted from “high-
level” training after receiving a
$5000 grant.

President Cory Simpson
told The Profile the club was
“thrilled” and “very thankful”
for the New Zealand Commu-
nity Trust (NZCT) grant, which
allowed the club to invest in
a “high-level” qualified coach
named Franklin Hamilton to
support more than 30 rowers
and four coaches.

“Franklin’s in his fourth sea-
son with the club and we use
him in two ways - both to pass
on his knowledge to athletes
but also to help develop our
own local coaches for a long
term legacy,” he said.

“He helps [the coaches] im-
prove their technical knowl-
edge and he also oversees the
[coaching] programme which
they then implement with the
crews [singles, doubles, quads
and octuples].

“We've got 30 plus rowers
training full time... it’s a mix-
ture of on-water training on
the Piako River and fitness and
strength and conditioning, and
our coaches lead those ses-
sions.”

Cory said the outcomes
for the rowers and coaches
through the guidance of Frank-

The Hauraki Plains College and Districts Rowing Club senior boys quad team in action.

lin would enable the club reach
its 2023 goals.

“The goal of the club is to cre-
ate an environment where our
athletes can be the best that
they can be and thrive and im-
prove,” he said.

“For some that may be win-

.

ning medals, for others it would
be improving their ability in the
sport, getting stronger and fit-
ter.

“We’re halfway through [the
season] - so far we’ve had the
club rowing season and the big
school regattas are starting now

in February and March.”

Cory said the rowing club,
which is based in Kaihere Rd,
Ngatea, was also “very thank-
ful” for a $2200 donation from
the funds raised at the Ngatea
Customs and Classics and Van
Revival in December.

File Photo: CONRAD BLIND

“It was great to see the com-
munity supporting the club,”
he said.

“That $2200 is going towards
buying new equipment because
boats don’t last forever, and we
want to put some money aside
to buy a couple of new boats.”

WHYTELINE

3 sSUZUKI

Kick back, relax. Swift Vibe will take you there.

9-inch touchscreen - Wireless Apple CarPlay & Android Auto
Wireless Qi charging pad - Climate air con - Keyless start
Reverse camera « 5 star ANCAP safety - Added body protection

SPECIAL EDITION JUST $25,990.0rc

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ |

39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA |

*$119.40/week based on Swift Vibe Auto, $25,990 plus ORC, total amount payable $31,163.40, nil deposit 6.9% p.a. fixed interest rate, 5 year term, $10.35 PPSR fee, $130 UDC loan fee and $200 dealer origination fee. On-road costs are payable to the Dealer. Suzuki Finance is provided by UDC Finance Limited. Lending criteria, fees and standard
terms and conditions apply. Offer available 1 January to 28 February 2023. Excludes fleet purchases, demo vehicles and all other promotions. fClean Car Discount rebates are current as at time of printing and are subject to change. For more information and how to apply for the rebate visit www.nzta.govt.nz/cleancar. www.suzuki.co.nz

07 862 8783

HAURAKI'S HOME OF § SUZUKI

NO DEPOSIT
FINANCE
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TOTAL PAYABLE $31,164"




