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Profile

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

When Len Salt arrives at the gate of his new Thames
home, he has to stop the car to allow his dog, Molly,
into the backseat.

She rides with him the rest of the way.

When they reach the house, tucked at the end of a cul-
de-sac, the Thames-Coromandel Mayor is greeted by his
wife of 27 years, Svargo, and the dog runs out in search of
a squeaking cow from her toy box.

The couple made the move from Whitianga to Thames
on January 21, and while there is a flatpack in the study
and outdoor furniture in the living room, there are also
homely touches already scattered around the place, like
the garden sculptures Len had specially made for his wife.

“The thing we love about it here is it’s safe, the neigh-
bour’s kids play on the street, they come and say hello.
The welcome has been incredibly friendly,” he says, “and
I don’t think it’s because we're the Mayor and Mayoress,
they just reached out and brought beans and flowers.”

Len and Svargo moved to Whitianga in 2010, and it
was in the coastal town that Len got his first taste of civic
leadership. He ran for Mayor in 2019 and was ultimately
successful in his bid at the last local body elections in Oc-
tober, 2022.

Originally, the pair thought he’d be able to do “quite a
lot” in his new role as Mayor from Whitianga.

“Stage one of the plan was: stand for the mayoralty. If
I won, then we would make decisions from there,” Len
says, “but the reality is, I have meetings and stuft I've got
to do in Thames all day, every day, and while there’s a lot
of travel around the district, the number of meetings and
commitments and engagements in Thames means that
I've got to be here.”

However, with Svargo a former maths teacher at Mer-
cury Bay Area School, and with Len playing the banjo in
the Whitianga Dixieland Band, the couple see themselves
still heavily connected to the eastern Coromandel.

Their former home in Whitianga has been rented out.
“I need to travel a lot through the district,” Len says,
“and I'm really keen for Svargo to travel with me because
she’s a huge help to me in managing the stuff I've got to

do as the Mayor.”

Even if I just chauffeur,” Svargo says, “then he can be Thames-Coromandel Mayor Len Salt, his wife Svargo, and

on his emails and answer texts and have a sleep.” ' . . .
4 their dog, Molly, sit outside their new Thames property.
CONTINUED ON P2 PHOTO: KELLEY TANTAU
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Regional rates to
rise 5.8 per cent

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A- 5.8 per cent increase in Wai-

ato Regional Council rates
could be on the cards for the
next financial year, subject to
repayment decisions of an aban-
doned Hauraki Plains pump sta-
tion project.

The Muggeridge’s pump sta-
tion drainage project in Ngatea
was designed to deliver two
2-cumec pumps, a culvert and
canal and aimed to provide a
continued drainage service for
the community and farmland
in the Muggeridge area, from
Kaihere Rd to the east and
south, Pouarua Rd to the west
and Orchard Rd to the north.

Regional council pulled the
pin on the project after the Min-
istry of Business, Innovation
and Employment declined shov-
el ready funding of $5.7 million.

According to a report pre-
sented at its meeting on Febru-
ary 9, ratepayers have not yet
contributed financially towards
the Muggeridge’s pump station
project as it did not complete the
construction phase. However, a
debt of more than $1.8m has
accumulated from work under-
taken to date, and, with interest
added over a 10-year period, this
figure will total $2,523,570.

A council spokesperson told
The Profile that while Waikato
regional councillors had con-
firmed an estimated increase

in rates of 5.8 per cent, it was
subject to a decision regarding
the funding of the Muggeridge’s
pump station debt repayment.

It was agreed that on February
23, staff will report back to coun-
cil on options for the funding of
the Muggeridge’s programme
for inclusion in the final annual
plan budget.

The pump station has been
accounted for in the budget at a
higher amount than the council
is likely to land on at its meeting
later this month, they said.

Regional council chief execu-
tive Chris McLay said the rates
increase was heading towards
the double-digits, but staff
brought this number down to
something more “realistic”.

“In the LTP [Long Term Plan],
the previous council had sig-
nalled, with the assumptions
they had made, a 1.6 per cent in-
crease, and in the last year or so
the world’s pretty much changed
on us. We've had to face a few
other realities in terms of what
that means to our business,” he
said at the February 9 meeting.

“We've been really mindful
that ratepayers have got to pay
it, so we've done our best to
bring you something we believe
meets the levels of service that
we've signalled but is appropri-
ate to take out to the public.”
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“The nature of this job is that
I could not do this on my own,
without the support I get from
Svargo... she’s there helping me
out, backing me up, and she’s
also got her own life to live.”

“I'm sure I'll find it again
sometime,” Svargo adds with a
laugh.

During his election campaign,
Len made an early decision to
vouch for South Eastern ward
councillor Terry Walker as
his deputy mayor. Audience
members attending candidate
meetings were, at that point,
wary of a potential East Coast-
West Coast divide.

Len told the crowds he’d
“make it very clear” that a
council under his watch would
work for the whole district, and
nothing has changed now he’s
living in Thames, he says.

“One of the things that needs
to be really appreciated is
that when you are Mayor, and
when you are a councillor, you
have responsibilities for the
whole district, and that’s one
of the challenges individual
councillors are faced with.

“Their responsibility is not
just for where they live, but it’s
for the whole district.”

Len, whose whakapapa is
both Ngapuhi and Tainui, is
the eldest of five children. He
learned to cook at age 10 and
helped out his mum because
“dad wasn’t around very much”.

“Iwrangled the other kids and

At home with Thames’
Mayor and Mayoress

tidied up, peeled the potatoes,
put the soup on, because mum
was working full-time so it was
down to me,” he says.

“You learn a lot from those
sorts of experiences.”

He married Svargo on
December 2, 1995, after meeting
while dancing.

“Svargo was the best dancer in
the room and everybody wanted
to dance with her,” he says.

“She had the best timing and
the best rhythm.”

He’s only forgotten their
wedding anniversary once - last
year, in the months after being
named the district’s new Mayor.

And with the severe weather
events impacting the region’s
roading networkandbusinesses,
and with the Kopu-Hikuai Rd
out of action for the foreseeable
future, Len and Svargo chuckle
when asked about his first few
months in the top job.

“I've  had other mayors
ringing me up and saying:
‘Oh my God..” They've been
really supportive and are quite
encouraging, saying that I'm
doing a good job, and I find that
really touching,.

“Svargo’s also really good
at insisting that I get a break.
She’s really good at saying OK,
enough, stop, put your feet up.
She’s really good at keeping me
sane and healthy and balanced,
because the reality is, I'm not
good at doing that myself.”
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Businesses overlooked’ In storm relief

By ALICE PARMINTER Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

In what should be the busiest
time of the year for the Coro-
mandel Peninsula, last months’
road closures and heavy rains
have instead left visitors reluc-
tant to travel and local busi-
nesses struggling through qui-
eter than usual long weekends.

Now, a central government
announcement providing re-
lief funds for Auckland’s tloods
has left many in Thames-Coro-
mandel feeling overlooked.

A $5 million package was al-
located to help Auckland busi-
nesses with flood recovery pay-
ments, mental wellbeing sup-
port and small business advice.

But for Coromandel business
owners, their only available re-
lief was the waiving of penalty
fees for late payments to In-
land Revenue.

Coromandel MP Scott Simp-
son said he was “very disap-
pointed”.

“Our businesses have been
disadvantaged by a series of
heavy weather events and it
seems that the government has
decided to prioritise the Auck-
land businesses ahead of Coro-
mandel businesses,” he said.

“I think that’s remiss and un-
fair”.

Mr Simpson said the an-
nouncement showed ministers’
lack of understanding about
the impact of severe weather
events on the Coromandel’s
economy.

“I know how gutted Coro-

Coromandel Town.

mandel businesses will feel.
[State Highway 25A] is clearly
going to be out of action for
much longer than any of us
would want,” he said.

“That’s going to mean
changed travel patterns, extra
cost, extra time and obvious
impacts for businesses and
people around our region.”

Though some businesses
along State Highway 2 have
reported an increase in busi-
ness due to the detour, Thames
Business Association manager
Sue Lewis O’Halloran said

Mayor Len Salt, left, and councﬂlor Morrissey talking with Mike from the Pepper Tree Restaurant in

Thames businesses had been
impacted.

She said the message on na-
tional news to avoid the Coro-
mandel had been harmful, add-
ing that advice for visitors to
travel via Paeroa or Ngatea had
meant that Thames had missed
out on business.

“There is concern and frus-
tration from our business com-
munity,” she said.

Sue said some businesses had
estimated their loss of business
over Waitangi weekend at 30
per cent or more.

Photo: SUPPLIED/TCDC

Destination Hauraki-Coro-
mandel general manager Had-
ley Dryden said for many busi-
ness owners it had been the
worst season in a decade.

“We’ve had, prior to Covid,
nine years of year-on-year
growth. Then Covid hit and
we’ve struggled through that,
and now this has happened,”
he said.

“It’'s not only the financial
toll, it’s the mental toll that it
takes as well.”

Mr Dryden said the whole
visitor sector was eager to en-

courage people to return to lo-
cal businesses, adding that the
season was not yet over.

“Once this weather clears
we’ve still got a good opportu-
nity to welcome visitors right
through till the beginning of
May,” he said.

“It’s not uncommon for it to
be regarded as the best time to
visit anyway.

“Temperatures aren’t so hot

.. the water’s warm, you still
get those long summer eve-
nings without the actual heat so
we’re pretty keen to just ramp
it up, lay out the welcome mat
and get people back again.”

Thames Coromandel Dis-
trict Mayor Len Salt visited
Coromandel Town on Wait-
angi Day, talking to business
owners about the impact of the
storms and the need for visi-
tors to return.

“With the support of Desti-
nation Hauraki-Coromandel,
a campaign will be running in
the coming weeks to encourage
traffic through Thames, along
the Thames Coast and up to
Coromandel Town to encour-
age take a break, have a coffee
and wander the shops before
heading on their journey to the
eastern seaboard,” Mayor Salt
said.

“The campaign will also pro-
mote the State Highway 25
southern entrance from Waihi
through to Whangamata, and
up to Tairua and Pauanui.”

Businesses across the district
will be ramping up their own

CONTINUED ON P10
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Search for Sara Niethe restarts

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

he search for missing wom-

an Sara Niethe restarted on
Saturday, with search and res-
cue experts navigating “dense”
terrain in rural Hauraki.

Sara, a mother-of-three, was
killed by Mark Pakenham at his
Kaihere home in 2003.

Ten years later, Pakenham
pleaded guilty to a reduced
charge of manslaughter after
1;ﬁ)lolice recorded him saying he

ad fatally injected metham-
phetamine into Sara.

He was soon released on
parole but has since refused to
reveal where her body is, claim-
ing that he cannot remember.

The search was headed by
private investigator and former
Waikato CIB senior detective,
Bruce Currie, with more than
50 people, including Land
Search and Rescue [LandSAR]
crews from across the district,
banding together.

The area of interest was Oh-
inewai Rd, a steep, narrow,
gravel stretch of road off State
Highway 27, that is said to be
familiar to Pakenham.

“It is very, very dense, so it
does mean the searchers will
have to work very closely to-
gether,” Kip Mandeno told The
Profile.

“Often in these searches, you
think you’re looking for a big
vehicle, but it might only be
part of the vehicle or a piece of
clothing.”

Kip is part of Hamilton Land-

SAR’s incident management
team, and has 40 years of expe-
rience in search and rescue.

Following Saturday’s search,
he said GPS data that recorded
everybody’s movements would
be reviewed.

“If we find no evidence or
information of value, that will
define future search areas.”

And even if nothing was
found during the search’s early
stages, every exploration at-
tempt would be deemed a suc-
cess, he said.

“Even if we find nothing
today, it’s a success, because
we've cleared areas and were
able to reduce the search area,
so it potentially gets smaller
and smaller, and maybe we will
find a success at that point in
time.”

Conrad Leonard, a forestry
worker with 16 years’ expe-
rience, was involved in the
search. His partner, Danielle, is
one of Sara’s three children.

“Our children... it’s their
grandma that we're trying to
find, and they’re of the age now
where they’re asking what hap-
pened, and I don’t know what
to say to that,” he said.

“The three siblings are very
close, they talk all the time,
but Danielle is having trouble
sleeping because everything’s
becoming fresh and raw again.”

In regards to the day’s search,
Conrad said finding “anything”
was “better than nothing”.
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Whangamata LandSAR members analyse the area of interest before heading out in search of Sara and her vehlcle a
1987 Honda Civic hatchback. Below right: Search and rescue expert Kip Mandeno.

Photos: KELLEY TANTAU
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By GORDON PREECE

Mangatangi Fire kindles 50 years

Mangatangi dairy farmer

whose hay shed caught fire
sparked a rally for a local fire
station in 1972.

Fast forward to 2023 and the
Mangatangi Volunteer Fire Bri-
gade will burst into marking its
50 years serving the “close-knit”
community on February 18.

Chief fire officer for the bri-
gade Steve Pogson told The Pro-
file the brigade reaching the 50-
year milestone was something
it and the community could be
“extremely proud of”.

“Everyone of us who’s in the
brigade has joined to give back
to the community so person-
ally I'm extremely proud of what
we’ve achieved and what we do
on a yearly basis,” he said.

“Fifty years ago a gentleman
by the name of Don Shanks had
afire on his hay shed on his dairy
farm and as a result of that and
the time it took for neighbouring
bridges to attend, he felt there
was a need in the community to
have a brigade.

“He rallied around a whole
bunch of farmers and workers
in the area and got together and
they became an axillary brigade
to Pukekohe and that’s how it
got started back in December
1972.”

Steve said the brigade, which
has 17 current members,
wouldn’t have reached 50 years

B
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its 50-year milestone.

if it werent for the support
and efforts of its members and
founder Don Shanks, who was
the chief fire officer until his re-
tirement in 2012.

“The biggest thing would be
Don pushed really hard for the
speed limit along State Highway
2 to be changed because of the
number of fatalities and motor

i PO -ﬂ-ﬂiﬁ-— -

Mangatangi Volunteer Fire Brigade members were commended for their efforts to help the brigade reach

vehicle accidents we were at-
tending,” he said.

“We were the busiest rescue
tenure in New Zealand for some
years and we most definitely
aren’t anymore because the road
has changed.

“What we have and where
we've got is a direct result of
Don’s desire to get the brigade to

Photo: SUPPLIED

where it is and that’s why he got
a Queen’s Service Medal [QSM]
for his achievements.”

Steve hoped people would rush
to the scene of the first lot of 50-
year celebrations at the brigade
on Miranda Rd on February 18.

“The plan is to start at 11am
and go through to 3pm,” he said.

“We've got an old vintage fire

Brigade founder Don Shanks.

truck coming in from Pukekohe,
an aerial and heavy rescue ten-
ure come down from Pukekohe,
were going to have our own
[fire] truck there and hopefully
Westpac and Police dog han-
dlers will turn up.”

“There will also be face paint-
ing and kids activities plus a bar-
becue for everybody, we’re hop-
ing it will be a full on event well
attended by the community.”

Steve said there would then
be a plaque unveiled by Coro-
mandel MP Scott Simpson and
Waikato District Council Mayor
Jacqui Church.

“Then we've got a function
that night at Maramarua Golf
Club where there will be some
discussions and guest speakers
from FENZ and the ex-chief Don
Shanks,” he said.

Get creative

HAUR

Funding now open!
Creative Communities Scheme

Funding for local arts

Do you have a creative arts project
that needs to take flight?

If your project provides creative opportunities for your
community; engages with young people (under

18 years) or celebrates and promotes the diverse arts
and cultural traditions of your community, then don‘t
delay!

Applications are open to individuals and all age
groups. Download the application form from

our website www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/creative-
communities-scheme i ol

Projects must take place between
1 April 2023 and 30 March 2024.

Applications close 4pm Monday 13 March 2023

This fabulous piece of pottery was on display at the
‘Clear as Mud' art exhibition in Waihi - beautifully
crafted by Dorothy Armstrong titled Summer Garden

Hauraki District =
 —
95mn = HAURAKI
COMMUNITIES DISTRICT COUNCIL
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We're looking for people to help assess funding
for the Creative Communities Scheme

Who is needed?

* People who know what's happening in the arts locally

e People who have experience in one or more forms of art

e People from a range of communities

e People with specific cultural knowledge relevant to the arts

* People of all ages. We would particularly like to include young
people on the committee

What'’s involved?

You'll help assess applications for funding from artistic individuals
and community groups and attend assessment committee
meetings twice a year.

The Creative Communities Scheme

Each year Creative New Zealand provides Creative Communities
Scheme funding to local and district councils throughout

New Zealand to distribute in their area. The scheme supports more
than 1,800 projects every year.

Signing up
If you're interested contact the Creative Communities Scheme

Administrator for Hauraki District Council at Katie.Mclaren@
hauraki-dc.govt.nz or phone (07) 862 8609.

For more information go to https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
our-council/funding/creative-communities-scheme/
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Half a century at Thames Fire Station

By GORDON PREECE

prresentmg Thames in
international challenges
stoked Jim Maxwell’s fire dur-
ing his 50 years with Thames
Volunteer Fire Brigade.

The former deputy chief fire
officer told The Profile he was
a 17-year-old apprentice fitter
and turner at A&G Price when
he got a call out to join the fire
service in 1960.

“My father owned a butcher
shop [Maxwell & Sons] in town
and he employed a fireman
when I was a little joker so I
grew up getting to know this
other guy and as I got older I
used to go and watch them run-
ning their waterway competi-
tions,” he said.

“I hung around there and
then one day when I was 171
was asked it I wanted to join
the fire brigade, and I joined as
what they call a messenger be-
cause you couldn’t be a fireman
until you were 18 back in those
days.

“So I used to hang with the
chief and if he wanted some-
thing done I used to go and do
this or go and do that and eight
months later I was a fireman.”

Jim said he then resigned
from the brigade in 1965 to
relocate to Auckland before
returning to Thames in 1978
when he became an engineer at
Kopu Engineering and resuited
as a Thames volunteer fire-
fighter.

He became the station officer
in 1982 which he held until
1987 before being reappointed

Jim Maxwell is ‘proud’ of his 50 years at Thames Volunteer Fire Brigade.

to the role in 1990.

Between 1992 and 2006 he
was the third officer and was put
through his firefighting paces.

“T've competed in waterways
competitions for probably 25
years and we had a very good
road crash rescue team [in
Thames] which I managed and
coached and we ended up win-
ning an Australasian title with

that [in 2004 in Melbourne],”
he said.

Jim said that win ignited the
Thames team to compete in
the World Rescue Challenge in
Plymouth, England that same
year.

“When you go away to com-
petitions you learn a lot, you
make mistakes, then you make
mistakes again but that’s the

Photo: GORDON PREECE

guts of getting a winning team,”
he said.

Jim said his highlights also
included receiving the Queen’s
Service Medal [QSM] in 2002.

“I was gobsmacked, I really
was, I wondered why me?” he
said.

“Then later on I was very
proud to have received it be-
cause I got that as being a fire-

man and what I've done for
Thames.”

“The fire brigade is held in
high esteem the whole time and
we command a lot of respect
and I think we give a lot, we try
and entrench on the young ones
that we are part of the commu-
nity.”

Jim was then appointed
deputy chief fire officer in 2006
before he became involved in
operational support in 2018
tralmng firefighter recruits.

“When I stood down as depu-
ty I was going to leave, but you
can’t be a member of something
and not do something and I
wasn’t going to go to fire calls
because I was getting old,” he
said.

“I' love giving young people
the same training as when I
joined and getting them up to a
national standard.

“It’s a good feeling when
these guys and girls go away to
a course and they come back
with a qualification, from a
recruit firefighter to become a
firefighter, I really enjoy it.”

The 80-year-old said he had
no plans to extinguish his fire
service flame.

“I'm proud of the Thames Fire
Brigade and I think we’re a very
well oiled unit, and I'm proud to
be a Thames fireman,” he said.

“Right now I have no
thoughts about leaving, so pro-
viding my health will hold up
and providing I keep the respect
of other firemen, I'll stay.”

Jim will be formally present-
ed with his Double Gold Star
Medal on March 18.

mes Autos

R.MMNW T,

wir- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
w=r- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Mitsubishi Lancer 2013 Mazda Atenza

2.0Ltr Auto, Alloys, Immac Cond

2.0Ltr Auto, NZ New, Hi Spec Model

JusT
*9,990

2016 Suzuki Vitara Ltd 2014 Ssangyong Actyon
4WD, 1.6Ltr Auto, Top of Range, NZ New SpOl'tS

$19,990

$14,990

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

Diesel Manual,
2WD, Tow Bar

2009 Toyota Rav-4

2.4Ltr, Auto, 4WD 2.0Ltr, NZ New

2017 Mitsubishi Mirage

Auto, Very Low kms, Gas Saver

$11,990

ARRIVING

Mitsubishi Pajero
V6 Auto 3.7Ltr, 7 Seat, Top Spec

2009 Mazda SP25

Auto, Leather, Sunroof, Etc

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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Fun and Games

The 30t annual Highland Games and Tattoo was held in Paeroa
Domain on February 11. The festival ran from 9am-9pm.
Participants piped, danced, paraded and competed in
heavyweight field events across the day, resplendent in tartans
of all different clans. There was plenty of entertainment all day,
followed by the Evening Tattoo. ALICE PARMINTER was there.

m
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Hiéhland dancers En;.elia Farnell, -7, and Sophie Kaan, 8. .

4 e P —

Solo bagpiper Phil Nielsen. Irish dancer McKenna Hills.

Ayden Thompson-Priest, 13, in the
Lions Junior Highland Games.

3
.
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Harry Hardie takes on the Axemen’s woodchopping competition. Lady K and Sheryl McFarlane.

ENHANCE ME

LIP TATTOO

. g .

2 Queen St, PAEROA (Cnr Princes & Queen)

€ @enhanceMePaeroa

COSMETIC BROWS LASH LINER

il

[ @enhanceme.nz
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‘Up in Smoke’ has sweet twist

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

The return of Hauraki Plains’
hottest event will pay homage
to the idea that kicked it all off.

Back in November, 2020,
Ngatea man Adam Matete put
the call out for the best carrot
cake maker on his community’s
Facebook noticeboard.

Six people entered the spur-of-
the-moment competition, and in
a surprising turn of events, the
baking contest led to the develop-
ment of a cook-off for “barbecu-
tioners” that attracted hundreds
of spectators and raised funds for
the community garden.

Dubbed ‘Ngatea Up In Smoke’,
the inaugural event took place on
January 23, 2021, and featured
competitors barbecuing and
smoking meat for judging, as well
as a chilli-eating contest.

It will be back this weekend af-
ter a year off following Covid-19
restrictions - and it will include a
carrot cake bake-off.

“It’s going to be good. There
are about eight [cake] entries so
far, and the terms and conditions
state that any remaining cake be-
longs to the event organisers,” Mr
Matete told The Profile.

“Last year it couldn’t go ahead,
because we didn’t want to scare
everybody by having a big event
just after the Covid restrictions
had finished, and so we left it for
a year.

“Now it seems that the scare of
Covid is gone, and we are ready
to go.”

Barbecue-show celebrities and

il

Adam Matete has erganised an ‘Up in Smoke’ event for this weekend.

“big-wigs” in the BBQ commu-
nity will be attending the event,
Mr Matete said, which will this
year feature a new youth barbe-
cue competition, a hot dog eating
competition, a chilli eating com-
p;zftition and the barbecue cook-
off.

“This year we’re restricting it to
three different meats - we don’t
want to make our barbecue ex-
perts broke,” he said. “We’ve gone
with: beef short ribs, pork belly

any way, and chicken lollipops.”

The event will also host a
bouncy castle and games for chil-
dren, live music, and a licensed
bar at the rugby clubrooms.

All funds raised will go to the
Ngatea community pantry.

“I'm excited to see how it’s
grown, and the biggest thing for
me is getting the community to-
gether, having a bit of fun, enter-
taining the kids, and giving a cash
injection to the community pan-

FILE EOTO: KELLEY TANTAU

try,” Mr Matete said.

“With all the flooding that we've

had, it’s probably a good time to
have a hot day out. We can barbe-
cue your tears away.”
DETAILS: ‘Up In Smoke’ will be held
at Hugh Hayward Domain from
10am on Saturday, February 18.
Contact Adam at upinsmoke0121@
gmail.com for more information.
Registrations preferred.

e Ly
Journalism
———

Final
summer
set for
rocker

See former Swamp Thing
rocker and solo acoustic
“maestro” Grant Haua this
weekend in Paeroa in what will
be his final public show for the
summer.

Reunited with his Swamp
brother Michael Barker on
drums, and Hurricane Elis’
Brian Franks on bass, it’s all
set to be a night of acoustic
and electric fretwork fireworks
that’s not to be missed.

Kicking off proceedings with
an Awa Blues acoustic solo set,
Grant will present his “deep
timbre soul” vocals. It’s a per-
formance that relates heavily
to his Maori culture, he says.

Grant Haua hails from Tau-

ranga, and his second solo al-
bum, Awa Blues, was one of
France’s Rolling Stone maga-
zine’s Top 25 albums of the
year in 2021.
DETAILS: Grant Haua Explosion,
Saturday, February 18 at The Re-
finery, Paeroa. Tickets: $40 door
sales, $30 pre-sales. Contact
Nicky: info@the-refinery.co.nz or
phone: 07 862 678. Event details
at: www.eventfinda.co.nz

EYE STRAIN

Time for a visual examination

Visique!@/Hagan\Vision|Care

Willoughby/Street) Paeroa

07:86218978

See the difference

P

MM Linen

SALE
Selected
Duvet Covers,
Cushions & Rk
Bedspreads

1/2 PRICE. . carss

« Cushions

* Wall Art
* MASKS

» Jewellery

+ Handbags & Accessories
* MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
+ Gold Card Discounts

¥
‘4 500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

MITSUEBISHI
MOTORS

0800 11 11 10

IN STOCK NOW

Saunders Mitsubishi

NEW MITSUBISHI
ECLIPSE CROSS PHEV

*2.1L/100KM’S

*2 X ELECTRIC MOTORS

from

$52,990

plus on road costs

A AL R BT
i CAA P AR ANTE AR
TUFE T TSR dollaf

NZ Government

Clean Car rebate of

Vehicle is eligible for

See NZTA website for further details.

201 Pollen St - www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963

Paul Saunders 021 220 0098
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Storm hampers SH

tate Highway 25A is once

again being monitored for
damage, as ex-Tropical Cy-
clone Gabrielle bears down on
the Coromandel Peninsula.

With widespread surface
flooding, coastal storm surge
waves in low lying areas, land
instability, power outages,
road closures, trees and debris
falling, Thames-Coromandel
District Council’s Civil Defence
team urged caution through-
out the district on Monday.

It followed Associate Trans-
port Minister Kiri Allan visit-
ing the region and SH25A to
better understand the size of
the repair job ahead.

She was joined by Waka Ko-
tahi NZ Transport Agency’s
Regional Manager of Infra-
structure Delivery, Jo Wilton.

“Waka Kotahi has begun the
work needed to get a full pic-
ture of the damage to SH25A,
but the right solution cannot
be established until prelimi-
nary work is complete,” Ms
Wilton said.

According to Waka Kotahi,
a full geotechnical assessment
cannot be undertaken until the
site has dried out, however,
early investigations were un-
derway with drones.

“The geotechnical investiga-
tions will help inform the best
option to reinstate the high-
way. We are exploring a range
of options for this site — but we
won’t know more until the ex-
perts can share their findings,”
Ms Wilton said.

“This is a critical thorough-

F

fare for Coromandel residents
and visitors, and what we do
know is that any fix will be
complex and will take consid-
erable time.

“It’s imperative it’s restored
in a way that ensures resilience
and long-term confidence for
the Peninsula.”

The slip now measured
around 110 metres across and
was highly unstable, Waka Ko-
tahi said, adding that Cyclone
Gabrielle could potentially

25A slip assessment

bring new challenges.

The severe weather event
was expected to bring 400mm
of rain and gale force easterly
winds with gusts exceeding
130kmbh to the Coromandel.

On Monday, the local Civil
Defence was strongly urging all
people in areas that have been
flooded previously, or who
lived close to beaches or riv-
ers, especially along the east-
ern seaboard, to self-evacuate
as soon as possible to family

Photo: SUPPLIED/NZTA
or friends until the cyclone had
passed.

In addition, Civil Defence
strongly urged all people living
on hillsides to check surround-
ings for cracks. If they were
new or had increased in size or
length, they were also encour-
aged to evacuate.

Waka Kotahi expected to be
able to share more information
about potential solutions for
SH25A with the public in the
next fortnight.

Businesses
‘overlooked’ in
cyclone relief

CONTINUED FROM P3

advertising as well, with busi-
ness associations in Thames,
Whangamata and Mercury Bay
planning meetings to discuss
promotion of their areas.

Goldfields Shopping Centre
Manager John Freer also ac-
knowledged that business had
been a little slow during the
stormy weeks.

The mall was closed and
sandbagged on February 1 in
anticipation of rising flood-
waters, however the expected
overflow did not eventuate and
the shops were reopened the
following day.

“It’'s obviously been quiet
over the last few days. And of
course the impact going for-
ward is a bit hard to tell,” Mr
Freer said.

“Long weekends always cre-
ate a lot of business, and that
hasn’t eventuated because of
the rain.”

Mr Freer said there was also
uncertainty over whether cus-
tomers from the eastern side
of the Peninsula would return
to Thames now that the State
Highway 25A road from Kopu
to Hukuai was closed.

“Whether they’ll still contin-
ue to come around [to Thames]
through Waihi or choose to go
to places like Tauranga, it’s a
bit of an unknown.”

Fill lonn-d
Jaurnalism

Youth program.

Our St John youth programmes are restarting for the year. We have
the Penguin Programme that caters for the 6 to 8 year olds to
introduce these young people into fun and adventure in a

St John

controlled and supervised environment.

The Cadet Programme is for the 8 to 18 year olds and provides a
focus on first aid, healthcare, leadership and general life skills.

Both are popular and aid with increasing community resilience.

> make positive impacts on todays youth

>
>
>
>

If you have children looking for fun and development, there are

developing leadership, life skills and fun
we mentor and coach in life skills

build self-esteem and confidence
provide exciting leadership development

currently some vacancies on each programme.

Free - Mental health First Aid course

These courses continue to be popular. Thames is providing these
courses free to our community in appreciation of the support we
receive and acknowledging the challenges our community faces.

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.
For further information email: hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

Main Road, Kopu, THAMES

Ph: 07 868-9660

Emergency Service: 0274 976 356

Valley Tyre Services
Cnr Station & Tawa Rds PAEROA

pese§|  Ph: 07 862-7767

4 Wheel Alignment Services
® ATV Tyres
4 Alloy and Chrome Performance Mag Wheels
4 1 Hour Puncture Repairs
4 24 Hour Callout Service

www.advantagetyres.com

PL0514008

For all your Electrical

7 Mahuta North Road,

Mobile: 027 270 2804

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Requirements 24/7
Specialist in all
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural
Commercial

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196

COMPREHENSIVE VETERINARY SERVICES
FOR FARM & COMPANION ANIMALS

Y3

iauraiV ET9

Your 100% Local Vets

NGATEA 07 867-7056
PAEROA 07 862-7056
THAMES 07 868-3013

PL0619006
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By GORDON PREECE

airy giant Fonterra has or-

dered its farmers to stop
killing bobby calves for non-
humane reasons.

Fonterra said from June 1,
Fonterra farmers must ensure
all non-replacement calves
should be raised for beef, veal
or pet food.

“While the majority of
[Fonterra farmers] won’t need
to alter their current practices
as a result of this change, we
can’t afford to be complacent
as consumers here and around
the world become more inter-
ested in how their food is pro-
duced,” a Fonterra spokesper-
son told The Profile.

Hauraki-Coromandel Feder-
ated Farmers president Rob-
ert Craw said while the ruling
would have a “minimal” impact
on the district, management
of extra bobby calves prior to
June may cause feeding and
staffing issues.

“They’ve got to feed them
waiting for that space to get
them into the works and it’s at
a time of year when the pro-
curement is pretty tight be-
cause of the number they are
trying to process.

“The more animals that
need to be fed the more staff-
ing hours need to go into it,

i

Farmers must only slaughter bobby calves on their farms for humane reasons from June 1.

and not enough staffing as it is
at the moment is going to put
pressure on farmers to some-
how work out that shortfall,” he
said.

“It goes back to discussions
with the government as to what
they are going to do around the

immigration process to allow
migrant workers to come into
the country a little bit freer so
that we can do the right thing.”
Mr Craw encouraged any
farmer who might be affected
by the ruling to “preempt it”.
“We’ve got a fair bit of time

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

between now and the spring to
make sure that we've got sys-
tems and processes in place
and the ability to house feed
and care for those animals until
you can get them off to the sa-
leyards, or to rearers, or to the
works,” he said.

Robert Craw

¢Spare a thought
to opportunities to
maybe rear some
calves through the
weaning, there’s def-
initely money to be

made there.”
- Robert Craw

“Spare a thought to oppor-
tunities to maybe rear some
calves through the weaning,
there’s definitely money to be
made there to pop them back
into the meat industry, espe-
cially the better quality stuff.

“So all we are saying is for-
ward plan, think about it,
there’s opportunities which
can come out of this if anyone
is looking down those lines.”

Ry

HALUR

Kl PLAINS

2010 Thoroughbred
Tandem DLX

Horse Float

Rego & WOoF,
new brake
master cylinder,
galvanised chassis.
Good tidy condition.

Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021

MOTORS LTD A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz
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" HALL CELEBRATION
-

' SATURDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2023
'  11AMTO2PM

The Unsung Heroes will perform at Kauaeranga Hall.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Unsung Heroes on stage

hris Priestley and the Unsung Heroes will
be performing at the Kauaeranga Hall later
this month.

With Peter Elliott, Cameron Bennett, Sonia
Wilson and Nigel Gavin, The Unsung Heroes
are set to tell stories from New Zealand’s dis-
tant past, with newspaper clippings and po-
ems read by Peter Elliott as an introduction,
and a slideshow of historic images accompa-
nying each song.

Chris Priestley is a singer-songwriter and
New Zealand historian. He has recorded eight
albums, three of which were Tui Folk Music
Award finalists. As a hospitality entrepreneur,
he co-founded Real Groovy Records as well
as cafe and music venues Java Jive, Kerouacs,
Atomic, and Café One20ne in Ponsonby.

Cameron Bennett is a singer-songwriter,
TV producer, media consultant and journal-
ist based in Auckland. The former European
correspondent and news presenter plays and
performs regularly on acoustic guitar, lap steel
guitar and fiddle, both solo and with various
groups.

Nigel Gavin is a multi-award-winning musi-
cian. Initially a visitor from Long Island, New
York, Nigel is now a Kiwi resident and has long
been a featured player in Aotearoa’s music
scene, particularly in Auckland, playing seven-
string guitar, banjo, mandolin, bass - indeed,
almost anything with strings.

Sonia Wilson is a living, breathing “human
Womad festival”. Born and raised in Paris, UK-
educated, and now based in Auckland, her
music has taken her from the streets of Paris,
across the Kenyan savannah, through remote
Himalayan villages, and then “home” to New
Zealand.

Peter Elliott is the group’s narrator and com-
pare. He has spent more than 40 years in New
Zealand theatre’s scene, as well as in film and
television as an actor, producer, presenter,
and as an advocate for actors. He has a pas-
sionate interest in New Zealand history and
has been involved with Unsung Heroes over
the past few years.

DETAILS: February 19 from 6pm. For ticketing
info, email: chrisjpriestley@gmail.com.

LET’S TALK RUBE

]
THAMES

COROMANDEL
DISTRICT COUNCIL

—

Our draft Waste Management and Minimisation Plan contains an

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU

about what more we can
do to reduce the amount
of waste in the district

OUR GOALS:
* Reduce waste, maximise recovery;

e« Manage waste responsibly.

overview of the waste issues we’re facing in our district, with our
goals, objectives, and action plan to achieve them.

e Collaborate with community, government and non-governmental organisations;

we send to landfill and % Ask for a printed copy of the survey
. at one of our TCDC Service Centres or
more effectively recycle, |

HAVE YOUR SAY
@ FROM 3 FEB TO 3 MARCH
District Libraries.
re-use and recover.

tcdc.govt.nz/wmmp

RECYCLING
RUBBISH

FOOD
SCRAPS
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crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

NEWSPRINT

Roll ends for sale
800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the
Valley Profile office:
2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school
holidays - art and craft,
moving, table
coverings and more......

Profile

Neglect contrlbutes to woman’ s death

As part of a Valley Proﬁle series, MEGHAN
HAWKES explores our local history by
seeking out stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

G_Eorge Thompson of Waihi had
een doing the best he could for
his 28-year-old wife, Eleanor, who had
fallen ill at the beginning of April 1899.
Times were tough for the Thompsons
with George unemployed since Christ-
mas, although he picked up some spo-
radic mining work.

From her sick bed, Eleanor would
ask for bread, chicken and soup which
George provided — the chicken coming
from their own fowls. Between tending
to his wife, his irregular work and care
for their nearly one-year-old daughter,
domestic tasks began to slide.

After a few days Eleanor seemed no
better so George asked Clara Lucas,
wife of a Waih1 watch maker, to go to
her. Clara knew Eleanor wasn’t a robust
woman and she found her to be very ill
and complaining of a bad headache. She
was in bed, dressed, with all the bed-
clothes on her. Over the next few days
Clara visited Eleanor but she didn’t want
help and refused to see a doctor.

On Monday 24 April, at 7am, George
on his way to the mine to look for work,
tapped at Clara’s window and told her
Eleanor had fainted by the fire the previ-
ous day, When Clara got there the house
was not very clean but she didn’t think it
her place to clean it. There was no work

The SS De-lph;'c docked at Liverpool, 1898.._

at the mine for George.

By Friday, Dr Wright had been called
in. He found Eleanor to be suffer-
ing from typhoid fever. She lay in un-
changed bedclothes in a grubby room.
There appeared to be no suitable food
for her. Dr Wright told George that it
was impossible to treat her at home
and recommended Eleanor’s removal
to Thames Hospital. George replied that
he could not pay the hospital fees. Dr
Wright advised that if he was destitute
there was no charge.

But on Saturday Dr Wright felt there
was a very great chance of Eleanor dying
on the road. He then advised George to
get female assistance and suitable food
and medicine for Eleanor. Due to the
Thompson’s circumstances, Dr Wright
also wired the Charitable Aid Board for
help - “Woman ill; typhoid; no means;
too ill for removal; can you assist?”

Clara, as well as Miss Keane, came to
help. Food and medicine was provided
by a friend. About midnight Mrs Gallie
came in and helped Clara lift Eleanor

Photo: SUPPLIED

out of bed and replace the old mattress
with a new one. But despite their efforts,
Eleanor’s condition became worse and
she died a few days later.

At the inquest Dr Wright said the
cause of death was typhoid hastened by
not having proper care and nursing. The
women who attended her were inexpe-
rienced and only undertook the nursing
out of pure kindness. His telegram to
the Charitable Aid Board was delayed
and they were not notified of Eleanor’s
dire circumstances until days after she
died.

The jury censured George for ne-
glecting to provide his wife with proper
nourishment and care, and also criti-
cised the unacceptable Charitable Aid
Board system. Eleanor and George were
from Northern Ireland and had arrived
in New Zealand aboard the immigrant
ship Delphic in 1897. Eleanor, a few
months pregnant, suffered a turbulent
journey to her new life which included
hurricane squalls and terrific seas.

She is buried at Waihi cemetery.

AVAILABLE NOW

¢ One Bedroom
Apartment, Level 3
* One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2
¢ Two Bedroom Villa, 134sgm,
1 bathroom, guest WC,
single garage
ENQUIRE TODAY!

Richmon
Villas

LIFESTYLE VILLAGE

82 Richmond St, Thames

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!

All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.
All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the

Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

g Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel
0800 868 5484

www.richmondvillas.co.nz

PHONE US
to view
by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!
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Visit The Wharf - a hidden gem in a spectaculr ation.

he Wharf is a hidden gem.

You will find The Wharf situ-
ated right on Shortland Wharf in
Thames.

A spectacular location with
sweeping water views and a rustic
charm.

Run by long-time owners Janene
Mustafa and Caroline Dally, the
Wharf is a licenced cafe with a wide
selection of beverages - not to men-
tion excellent coffee.

Next door is the iconic fish shop,
which has a daily selection of wet
fish, seafood, bait, and salt ice avail-
able.

You can also order from the fish
shop delicious fresh fish and chips,
which can be eaten in the cafe, or
outside on the seating situated right
on the Wharf as both businesses
are one and the same.

Afterwards, top it off from the se-
lection of cakes and treats or with a

Photos: SUPPLIED

Delicious food, coffee at The Wharf

real fruit ice cream available inside
the fish shop all year round.

Cocktails are also a popular fa-
vourite over summer and the wharf
can cater for small group bookings.

The Wharf has a relaxed atmos-
phere for all ages to enjoy and is
open seven days a week with late
nights from Thursday to Sunds each
week.

So come down and enjoy this
unique kiwi experience.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Licenced Cafe
Real Fruit Ice Cream
Great Coffee
‘Fresh Seafood
Fish' & - Chips &
and even Bait | e o

“WHARF

Shortland Wharf, Thames

Ph: 868 6528 Cafe Ph: 868 6828
E:thamesfish@xtra.co.nz
www.thamesfisheries.co.nz

THE
PUBLIC OFFICE gt

CAFE | RESTAURAKNKT
Lunch

ff Dinner
‘ 1l Imi 11 Catering
T, Events

10 Orchard Road West. Ngatea

p: OF BET T4
&: book@lhepublicoffice conz

BTG
A,

LIJHL'SH BI'IR
L7

We cater from small

private gatherings to
large scale events.
» Weddings & [ inay,
Funerals E i
¥,

Team Building L
Events b,

o

email burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
facebook @burtonscatering * website burtoncatering.co.nz

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

WA IEIND HI]TH.'
AR § KITCHEN

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history
offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

We have a buffet menu avarlable for large
bookings, please contact us for detarls

“The home of Eliza’s Llaim Gold Gin”
8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge

Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 « E: info@waikinohotel.nz

How can we help you?
¥ What do we cater"....Everything'

_""-"“ And we can cater
to your needs...

* Morning & Afternoon

Contact us to plan the catering for your next event.

Kris Burton 022 380 9735

Distilled on site

,.-:“1

CHEESE
BARN

AT M AT A TR LTS

i

* Buffet
*Ala Carte

Teas
* High Teas
and more

i

ESTABLISHED 20

Q&WMA FOOD (%mm COFFEE
PHONE 07 867 1157

Café & Shop OPEN 7 Days

BioGro Organic Cheese &
Yoghurt. Gelato & Sorbet made
on site. Deli lines & Giftware.
Animal Farm and outdoor area.

4 Wainui Road, Matatoki, RD1
Thames Ph 07 868 1284
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz

Ji

PL1117003

Wholesome authentic take out food

made on site

Fresh bread, pies, We bave ...

salads & toasties

European & NZ

Deligoods artisan cheeses

Catering Charcuterie

Beautiful pantry items
MON - FRI: 8am to 5pm = SAT 8am to 3pm
22 Belmont Rd Paeroa Ph: 021139 3834
E: info@providencepantry.co.nz
www.providencepantry.co.nz

“A recipe has no
soul.’ Il as
the mk; must

bring soul to
the mlpe *

THOMAL KELLER-
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By GORDON PREECE

Donna Hone hopes visitors to
her Paeroa Society of Arts
exhibition will appreciate the
time and skill that goes into her
pottery, knitting, crochet and
macrame.

The former Seddon resi-
dent, who moved to Paeroa in
2018 to escape her earthquake
nerves after the 7.8 magnitude
Kaikoura jolt in 2016, told The
Profile her exhibition was open
until February 28.

Donna said people who had
viewed her exhibition so far had
been “very encouraging”.

“T've sold quite a lot of stuff
and got some really good feed-
back from people who have

Donna Hone will hold her exhibition at Paeroa Society of Arts until Febrliary 28.

Macrame, pottery on show

come in, and I hope more peo-

ple get to enjoy what I've done.

“It’s about getting people to
appreciate the time and skill
that it takes to make some-
thing from scratch.”

Donna said her passion for
art stemmed from her Bay of
Islands childhood.

“I did art in school in North-
land, [I did] pottery, photog-
raphy, I did School C art. If I
needed something, I had to
make it myself and I played
around with batique and all
sorts of things,” she said.

Donna said she joined the
Normanby Rd art gallery to
learn new skills and engage
with the community.

“I have always wanted to

learn and teach crafts that are
not well known anymore, I
used to do a bit of tuition with
knitting, crochet and sewing
because I feel like I've been
born outside of my genera-
tion,” she said.

“Because there’s not a lot of
people my age who do those
kinds of things, so I've been
like a sponge, if anyone’s try-
ing something new I have a go
atit.

“I have done market stalls at
Paeroa Community Car Boot
Markets, Paeroa Twilight Mar-
ket and Waihi Underground
Market, down in the South Is-
land I did lots of markets and I
recently went to the Tauranga
Plant Fest.”

Photo: GORDON PREECE

Country fair set for
Kauaeranga hall

he Kauaeranga Hall will

host a “fun-filled” country
fair on February 18 to raise
funds to improve its facilities.

Organiser Peter Revell said
local residents had spent “many
months” preparing for the fair.

“Having been postponed
twice owing to covid and then
unfavourable weather, we are
hoping it is a case of third time
lucky,” he said.

“The Kauaeranga Valley Hall
is the focal centre of the vibrant
Kauaeranga community and
hopes to raise sufficient funds
to further improve the hall and
its surroundings, including im-
provements to the toilets and
water supply.”

Mr Revell said the event,
which will take place between
11am and 2pm, will feature
the Kauaeranga Café, baking,

The Kauaeranga Hall was established in 1902.

crafts, plants and bring and buy
tables with an array of produce
on offer inside the hall.

“There will [also] be raffles,
lucky dips, and an ever-popular
silent auction of goods and
services donated by local resi-
dents, including artworks, BnB
overnight stays, and trailer
loads of firewood,” he said.

“Outside there will be pro-
duce stalls, live music, a pet
parade, bouncy castle, face
painting, along with an early
afternoon of traditional family
outdoor games from the past
like sack races, three-legged
races, and tug of war.”

Details: Kauaeranga Hall Coun-
try Fair, February 18, 11am to
2pm, 437 Kauaeranga Valley Rd.
For further information ph: 021
912 993 or email: revellp@gmail.
com.

N

Is BBQ weather here?

Rump Steak

612 Pollen Street
Thames
07 868 7388

$19.99 kg

If you can’t BBQ it, roast or stir fry it!

We use Biodegradable Trays

Scott Simpson

MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330

mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz
0 scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson,
614 Pollen St, Thames.

PROGRAMMES

AVAILABLE FOR 2023

If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these

are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how

to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2,

Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua (15 weeks)

Horticulture Level 3 (29 weeks)

Health & Well Being Level 3

Prep for Success

We also offer some fee paying short programmes — Barista and
Defensive driving lessons and Learners courses

Call us for pricing.

Valley Education

Jree courses e free transport

Call or

07 868 7892

textus 027 314 1577

WWW.

.C0.Nz
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Paeroa Auto Electrical

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

e Auto Air Conditioning
e Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more

e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Thames busmesses prepared by piling up sandbags.

Photos: GORDON PREECE

More wild weather for rohe

Business owners along Thames’ main street prepared for ex-Cyclone Gabrielle by collecting
sandbags and placing them at their entrances. The district council had sandbag collection points
set up across the rohe [area] over the weekend, in preparation for the brunt of the cyclone this
week. Four Square Thames owner Nalin Patel told The Profile that while there had been no
power outages and he had prepared sandbags at his front entrance, his business had sold out of
bread. “Saturday was busy and [on Monday] most businesses are shut so workers aren’t here to
pick up their stuff and go home after,” he said. “Bread is sold out, and we cannot increase bread
straight away because we have to tell [the suppliers] 48 hours in advance.” Sand and sandbags
that have been in contact with floodwater need to be thrown away, the district council has ad-
vised. They can be taken to a local transfer station.

Hydraulink MOBILE
Thames = SERVICE

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

* Hydraulic hose & fittings
* Breakdown services 24/7
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Oils

* Ram repairs & servicing
» General Engineering

el o <
Ph 07 868 5435

00 14C Kopu Road
0274 990 924 ﬂ.:

Kopu, Thames
Best under pressure

Four Square Thames owner Nalin Patel said the store had sold out of bread.

JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD

HEY LOOK! 203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636 HEY LOOK!
LIRS UX Al vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego <4LEUACLUSLIC
1999 HOLDEN VECTRA 1996 HONDA ACCORD 2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT 2007 VW PASSAT S/WAGON

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF, 2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, 2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original Upin kms, All Electric Exiras, Great Condition
Original condition Very smart in Metallic Blue = n LOOK AT,

LOOK AT,
BUY IT BUYIT

LOOK AT,
:‘m IT

-h“"'“'-.

$5,850

LOOK AT, BUY IT

6,500

" BEST

$2 250 AVAILABLE 1997 FORD LASER A CLASSIC DREAM
2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA 2001 HONDA CONCERTO 1999 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE o e e e e ior 10 vosrs. Restore.

Auto, Extras

158,000 kms, 2360cc Auto, All Extras, 7 Seats, Best Available 4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, Very Tidy,

- LOOK AT, LOOK AT,

—5 4 LOOK AT, Vo Drives Well BUY IT
Uy \j& 850
= LOOK AT, ) 3 to
’ '53.':-"7—”’ J BE =
BUYIT s rd 52 500

5,995 7 aquick Choose

TOYOTA

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA GLX
1.8L 5 Speed, All Extras Top Condition, Up in kms

LOOK AT
BUYIT

TOYOTA

2006 TOYOTA AVENIS $5,650
109,000kms, Mags, Electrics, In Silver, Immaculate
2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895

5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE

2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL

2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan

182,000 kms, all extras

$4,500
$3,995

JOCK’S EXTRA SPECIAL

1994 MAZDA FAMILIA
CD, Mags, Air Con, Rear Spoiler, Tinted Windows, Central
Locking, 227,550kms, Immaculate Condition,

In Silver _ LOOK AT, BUY IT

DAEWOO

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

$4,695
$3,995

2004 HONDA ACCORD EURO

2.4L, 5 Speed Manual, All Extras, Rear Spoiler

TOP CAR

54,995

LOOK AT, BUY IT

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY AERO

Station Wagon, In White TO ARRIVE

JOCK’S SPECIAL
2008 MAZDA PREMACY
1998cc Auto, CD,
Mags, Electrics,
Bluetooth,
7 Seater,
127,000kms

6,995

LOOK AT, BUY IT

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white

HOLDEN

1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCCLAIM

3.8L Auto, CD, Mags VALUE $3,995
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Schools donate to foodbank

imes are tough at the mo-

ment. We hear talk of re-
cession, the cost of living has
sky rocketed, and meeting the
weekly costs for many is becom-
ing all the more of a struggle.

And for some there comes
that moment where they open
the cupboards to prepare din-
ner for the whanau to discover
the food is almost out and this
week’s pay needs to cover the
car repairs.

It’s times like these where
many find themselves in a spot
where they need that little ex-
tra support to get through the
week.

Thankfully, that is where
the Thames Food Bank, which
has been operating for over 15
years, at Thames Baptist comes
in. Late last year we were grate-
ful to have a bulk amount of
food from Parawai and St Fran-
cis primary schools come in.

Both schools sent a class to
deliver the food and take the
opportunity to learn about how
the food bank works, where do-
nations and food come from,
and the harsh reality that life
is not so easy sometimes we all
need a helping hand.

There were many questions
asked by students and it was a
real pleasure having them join
us for the morning.

The Thames Food bank has
been an important resource in
Thames for many years now
and its availability comes down

L § ey -
Parawai, above, and St
to the generosity of our Thames
community.

We at Living Well Trust
(Thames Baptist Community
Ministries) wanted to take the
chance to say a huge thank you
to the volunteers and for the
regular support we receive from

i i o
Francis students visit Thames Foodbank.

different business and individu-
als both in goods and financial-
ly.
DETAILS: Donations can be
brought to 305 Mary St or placed
in the donations box at Pak n
Save.

- Supplied by Thames Foodbank

SPORTS REPORTS

Send your sports
reports to editor@
valleyprofile.co.nz

Graham Palfrey from the Waihi
Bowling Club presents a very sur-
prised Siobhan Mueggenburg with
the $1000 Big First Prize in the club’s
1000 Tickets Cash Raffle, which was
drawn on January 26. Siobhan is a
local Waihi mum who is working
hard to establish her Vintage Furni-
ture Restoration project, so it could
not have gone to a more deserved
person. Congratulations Siobhan.
Graham, John and Kay are active
members of the Waihi Bowling
Club and have formed a fundrais-
ing committee, below, to provide
extra funds needed when the club

Pl ¢ SEES

relocates to Morgan Park next to
the Netball and Tennis Courts once
the new Carpet Green is completed
in the near future. So well done to
their team, no doubt they will be
tapping you on the shoulder again
in the future. This raffle, sponsored
by Paeroa Flooring Design, proved
to be a winner, with the big first
prize and five additional prizes of
$100 each. Tickets were sold both
in Waihi, Waihi Beach and beyond
with most of the lucky winners be-
ing locals. The complete list of prize-
winners will be advertised sepa-
rately. - Supplied by Waihi Bowls

/Richardsons

Paeroa / Ngatea

10 Willoughby Street, Paeroa

o
=

* 2 brm plus sunroom/office, open plan living area

* Woodburner, heat pump, separate toilet

*455m2 (m o I) section, single gge, handy to town

m 2wl el =1

RG1999

$479,000

28 Towers Street, Paeroa

RG1988

* 3 brms, good sized kitchen, single gge + carport
* Sep lounge with wood burner & heat pump.
* 481m2 (more or less) section. Handy to town

=3 Gl el =1

$515,000

RT5723

204 Parawai Road, Thames

Spacious open plan living area has been freshened
up and a stylish new kitchen has been installed.
Light & bright living area features polished floors

"

=3 2 el ==

607B Augustus Street North

This split level home offers an attractive kitchen,
open plan living with bifold doors opening out to a
paved patio and a sunny deck area.

RT5753

$785,000

=3 Gl el =1

17 Rimu Street, Kerepehi

* 4 Double bedrooms/ Heatpump/ Good storage
* Polished wooden floors/Carport & Dble garage

¢ 1012m2(m or I) section/ Rural views

RN1471

=4 Gl b2 =1

$469,000

RRP229

* Small village living between Paeroa & Thames
* 3 brm home with lovely rural outlook - Dbl Garage
* Room for gardening & paddocks for your animals

=3 Gl 2 =1

$730,000
I L

RT5750

10 Valder Place, Waiomu

Privacy, stunning views and plenty of garaging all
set on 2,501sgm. Modern kitchen with open plan
living area with ranchslider opening out onto deck.

$945,000

=3l eb5 =1

Elevated with views, very tidy & well maintained 3
bedroom home, handy to town and schools. Great
first home or rental opportunity.

RT5747

=3 Gl s =1

PAEROA

07 862 7888
54 Belmont Road

NGATEA

07 867 7800
33 Orchard Road

THAMES

07 868 6978

556 Pollen Street
Licensed REAA2008

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz thames@richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008
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he Bowla

407 COURT STREET THAMES

WEDNEDAY POOL COMPETITION NIGHT 5.30pm KICK OFF
THURSDAY RSA NIGHT
FRIDAY CLUB NIGHTS, RAFFLES, MEMBERSHIP DRAW AND

FANTASTIC ROAST DINNER MEALS
SKY TV, POOL, SNOOKER, DARTS & BOWLS

Seclal Members Welcome

VENUE HIRE... GREAT FACILITIES, GREAT HIRE RATES.
ENQUIRIES 07 8686107 LEAVE A MESSAGE
OREMAIL thamesbowls@callplus.net.nz

JOIN A CLUB g4t JOIN A CLUB gyt JOIN A CLUB

HAURAKI THAMES SCOTTISH
COUNTRY DANCE CLUB

Are you looking for something different?
Something that keeps you fit without trying?
Something social and enjoyable?

THEN JOIN OUR CLUB -

T
=
WE DANCE WEEKLY AND ARE VERY WELCOMING.

Dances comprise six or eight people in ‘sets’ and we learn as we go.
You do not need a partner just come and enjoy the fun.

EVERY THURSDAY
THAMES BAND ROOM QUEEN STREET THAMES
6.15 to0 8.30 pm

S3. per night and $5. membership (not even expensive)
COME ALONG AND SEE WHAT IT IS ALL ABOUT.
CONTACT GLENDA 027 487 3008

KONRAD - 021 902 735

ADRIAN - 021 026 56288

ATHLET\C

CHARLOTTE- 027 775 5044

PLAY GOLF TO SUIT YOUR LIFESTYLE
NEW MEMBER DEALS

In the . of the Valley

Call Colin on 021 998 851 for an introductory 6-9 holes
Returning Golfer after 2 +years
New to Golf Low deposit and fortnightly payments
to suit your budget
9 & 18 Hole Membership Categories (Try 9 First)
Great team of members

_"H Junior Coaching starts

Business House

Twilight again in the
Supported by 2nd & 3rd Term
LINN MOTORS Mid Week 4-5pm

PAEROA Day to be confirmed

Starts again Feb 8th
& each Wednesday Details and contact

for 7 weeks 4.30-6pm on
Make up a team of
3 or come along.

Ambrose S5 Entry

\I—'HH-HH—F

Paeroa Junior Golf

N A

Mgt B
GOLF CLUB

N " e
Cuass scHeEDULE 2023

Wednesdéys
Thur s_day S First Class 4 pm-5.30pm
6 pm-8 pm Second Class 6 pm-7.30pm

Register your interest with Mr Hicks
(028) 400 7550
northwindtkd@gmail.com

e

Do you love soccer and -~
“want to play i in 2023? J

'I

Join us at

Hauraki Plains Junior Soccer. Club in Ngatea!
Boys and Girls aged between 4-13 years welcome
well as coaches and committee: members.

R
N

PAEROA

as;

v

FOR FURTHER INFOBMA{ION JJ‘
P: 022 319 3753

£ E: hpjsoccer@gmail.com ° o

F: https://www.facebook.com/HaurakiSoccer

HAURAKI PLAINS

PROBUS PROBUS
Meet each 4th Wednesday it gmah S Wetmesily
\1;]):1::_ f@SE‘ZZi,O;iif Chapel 10 am @ Ngatea Memorial Hall
President: Contacts:
Elizabeth Beare Helen Baker 021 1818735
027 2795854 Jill McIntosh 867 7373

THAMES WHANGAMATA
PROBUS PROBUS
Meet each 2nd Tuesday Meet each 3rd Wednesday
10am @ Richmond Villas 7pm (@ Whangamata Club
89 Richmond St, Thames Contact Chris Somerville
President : 0276765005 or
Chris Hovell Mike Somerville
07 868 8196 0272821982
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JOIN A CLUB g4t JOIN A CLUB gt JOIN A CLUB

JOIN US!

WE’D LOVE TO HAVE YOU
* Meet new people
+ Gain new skills
+ Share your knowledge
* Help your local community & youth
+ Flexibility around your other commitments

7

‘

* Positive impact on your own hauora

HNOT ALL
HERQS Contact us today
! e haurakinetball@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook too!

The Thames Squash Club
is inviting potential

THAMES SQUASH

=== RALKETS CLUE INL =

new members to

give squash a go!

Thames Squash Club is a very active, friendly and vibrant club in a
great location with awesome facilities.

Some of the squash activities the Club regularly runs
include:

« Tournaments and events « Business house « Inter-club
« Ladies night « Casual squash < Junior squash
» Coaching (for all levels of ability)

We have a fully electronic booking and access system that
allows members to play squash when it suits and our
membership rates are very reasonable.

If interested in finding out more please contact
Rob Johnston, Membership TSRC, 021 780 989
Email: robjarchitecture@gmail.com - thamessquash@orcon.net.nz

FOOTBALLCLUB

R
mlo@tnameslc co.nz
Kiryn 027 222 7350

slc co.Nz
Mark 021359 285

* Family
oriented club
involved in all forms

* Gymkhanas
* Pegged club

of 4WDing fun days
: . i * Interclub
+ Shiny Farm trips ¥ ”
re ML competition

and safaris ;
Meetings held 1st Thursday

of each month Ngatea RSA 7.30pm
Phone Aaron 027 2327962

Traveling
all over the
country and overseas
exploring 4wd tracks,
seeing parts of the
country most
people don't
get to see.

+ Nation 4x4
Trials soon to be
held in Puriri
* Rugged Brush
trips

4\’\7 5)

A friendly, family orientated club welcoming everyone, catering to aII
needs with year round social and competitive league comps.

THAMES

+ Monday night casual tennis 5.30 pm at the courts for
Tenanls Eluﬁ__

those wishing to return to tennis or those who want
to give tennis a go.
Contact Sarah Christophers 022 619 4413
+ Weekday Tennis is Monday, Wednesday and Friday
mornings. Contact Peter Hudson PH: 027 334 2426
+ Tuesday night is the Tennis League.
Contact Karin Chambers 027 623 8590
Contacts - Coaching - Shannon Paki 021 0225 3308
All other enquiries - Jon Ballantyne 027 243 5364 (Club President)
Sarah Christophers 022 619 4413 (Secretary)
W | thamestennisclub.com

E | thamestennisclub@gmail.com
403 Brown Street, Thames

(A HOUR AGGESS | WEIGHTS | GARDI
£5 MLLS | GROOP HTAESS

Your friendly local gym - behind Stop & Eat, Ngatea

Text Frances 027 310 3674 or
email: haurakifitness@gmail.com for info

4 4 24 4

Rotary
Paeroa

Rotary is a service organisation known for high integrity

Our members enjoy fun and fellowship and make a positive
difference in our community.

HEC.

“Hauraki Fitness Centre

We meet every 2nd Tuesday at 5.30pm at the
Paeroa RSA & Citizens Club.

We welcome new members

For more information contact
Margarete Ford (President)
on rotarypaeroa@gmail.com

Wahine Toa Netball Club based in Waihi aims
to support Women, Men, and whanau in our

4
Lo 8

Wonlvine =

hu,_/
A

community by providing a vehicle (a Club) that is
passionate, endorses healthy living, and promotes

a sense of belonging.
Mark these up-and-coming events on your calendar!
Friday Night Thames Valley League trials, Men and Women
19th February Spm
Men’s Pre-Season Tournament 1st April 9am
Women’s Social Muster- March 2023
Housie Fundraiser- Date to be confirmed
Pre-Season Tournament- Mixed/ Women’s/ College in 1 division-
date to be confirmed

If you’re interested and want to know more, email
wahinetoacommittee@gmail.com




M6~ TREE

*SHAPES
Quatiid Acdonists

-+ Treework Large & Small

#+ Stump Grinding + Hedge Trimming

4+ Fruit Tree Pruning 4= Chipping
For a free quote call
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CALL THE EXPERTS ___

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Digger, Bulldozer

»= & Truck Hire
» Mulching

» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,

palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

T & A MCWATTERS LTD

ELECTRICIAN
¢ Rural & Dairy

¢ Commercial

» Residential * Heat Pumps

e Service &
Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

ok

laser

¢ Industrial

(07) 867-7049

FIREWOOD

SPLINTA’S FIREWOOD

SERVICES
Old Man Pine ¢ Gum ® Mac ¢ Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha
Ph: 0800 7754 6827
o splintasfirewood
Email: splintasfirewood@gmail.com

HIRE CENTRE

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames
Perrin Newland

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

MOBILE MECHANIC

 “mohile
mechanics

We come to you...
9" Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,
campervans, machinery & small engines
9 Batteries available
Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

BUILDING SERVICES

)

Kitchens * Bathrooms * Pergolas * Fencing
Decks * Gibbing * Tiling * Landscaping
Home Maintenance and Much More ...

PROFESSIOMNAL
TRADE SERVICES

3 Coronation St, Paeroa Ph 0800 088 001
DRIVING ACADEMY

DRiVING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
“register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
, S
oo

ELECTICAL INSPECTOR

e Caravan e-wofs
‘?J ¢ Home and Business
| electrical inspections
| 1 ¢ IQP emergency lighting
t ‘) inspections
" .
fel Tk i Coromandel and the
Western Bay of Plenty
021944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz
ELECTRICIAN

1NNI‘E ELECTRICAL
» 027 539 5572

theinnis@xtra.co.nz

~._,1.-.11:TI;'

Servicing Hauraki,

A Domestlc
4| Industrial R
3| Commercial <
4 New Installations

4| Re-Inspections

#| Electrical WOF’s

Registered
) Electrician &
Electrical lnspector

N

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area._

Call the Gardener'g

Call Paul (026) 4640 600
www.eallthegardenerco.nz

¢ We are dedicated to you, the customer.

We have over 30 years of butchery expertise.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
 Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty. é

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
¢ Game orders over 10kg

desire to do his own thing and offer a

cheaper service prompted Brian Rob-
inson to set up Mobile Mechanics two
years ago.

The Turua-based business supplies
batteries, offers service and repairs for
trucks, cars, campervans and small en-
gines and brake disc machining for half
the price if they’'re within spec.

Brian, who previously worked at Terry
Jeffcoat and Trevor Masters Transport
in Kopu, said because he operated from
home, he could keep prices down for his

Brian Robinson of Turua-based Mobile Mechanics.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Photo: GORDON PREECE

Affordability focus for mechanic

clients. “So far we’ve had positive feed-
back from everybody,” he said.

“I picked up one customer the other
day and he said he’d heard good things
about me and thought he'd give me a
call so | was quite pleased with that.”

Brian is able to travel to help clients
with services and repairs or they can
bring their vehicles to his house, which is
cheaper as they don’t have to pay him to
travel.

Contact Mobile Mechanics: Ph 021 259
4779, or 07 876 5401.

* Premium custom orders to meet your needs
Ph: 0800 250 939  Mob: Mike - 021 411 210

E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz
W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB

'ﬂﬁt Fam

Ihrul'ﬂ:l I"-l..iu-lf,

+ Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

+ Fully Insured + Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

EARTHWORKS
SERVICES

GeNERAL EARTHWORKS
DraiNace

CiviL ProJects
Driveways anp Roaning
AGRICULTURAL

DomesTic siTes

“PROVIDING SERVICES
THROUGHOUT THE

@

LED LT LT

7w & Effecient
%, 021215 8704

AUCKLAND AND
WAIKATO REGIONS”

ﬂ FLASHEXCAVATIONS.CO.NZ
&J FLASHEXCAVATIONSLTDE@GMAIL.COM

HAIRDRESSER

Pt

HAIRCUTS
WALK INS
WELCOME
NEw
LOCATION
OPPOSITE
MITRE 10

POLLEN ST
THAMES

Muw (S
SeisSors

APPOINTMENTS
NOT NEEDED

HYDRAULIC HOSES

I

%E!rm‘tﬂfﬁﬂ

Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service
Whangamata/Thames/Coromandel Region

hydhosecompany@gmail.com
Matt: 0274123996 ™ =
For Senice WC&ME

DOGTREATS

ThamesjMarket:
everySaturday.”:
Rainlor#Shine

E: debstrat’dogs@gmail.com
FB: Debis|Dog’Treats‘n‘Meats

B FUunNeras 1
& Oalley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

FUNERAL
SERVICES

Traditional & Bespoke Funerals
Direct Cremation
Pre-Planning

Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

KITCHENS

Kitchens, Wardrobes, Laundries & other
bespoke Interior Cabinetry

Quality Service & Products
Get in touch, we’d love to chat

HMEA
WAIHI P: 027 426 9966

E:info@designxpressions.co.nz

PET FOOD

- gnaw on raw ﬁ

- Beef - Chicken - Goat * Horse
« Lamb & Tripe - Meat Mixes
+ Specialty Mixes < Bones * Veal

Don’t
nibble on kibble

» FREE Delivery *
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PLUMBER

BROKEMSHIRE & ROSS

R 2 ﬂ-
SERVICES

Plumbing ¢ Drainlaying

Roofing * Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500
E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

PLUMBER

Laser

2

PLUMBING ¢ DRAINAGE * GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021
Whitianga 07 866 0070

Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

AIIENS]UNITED

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

) .
= 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

Building and Farm
Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

TYRES & BATTERIES

— TYRE and BATTERT

> Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.
314 Pollen St, Thames
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CALL THE EXPERTS CLASSIFIEDS - peadiine 1pm Monday

Ph 868 8182

Bl  winDscrReens
[PRECISION]

"WINDSCREENS /
We come to yott!

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

Mowing, hedges,
fencing, gardening,
carpentry, painting,
retaining walls, weld-

& General Business
K. Strachan
Secretary/Treasurer

ing, waterblasting.
Work is good quality
and | will not attempt

Wanted to Buy

Motorcycles, 4 wheel-
ers & side x sides.
Going or not. Phone 027
216 6867. A1 Motor-
cycles

to work outside of my
skills. Insured. Dennis
Schuler 022 129 0169

Handyman

THAMES HANDYMAN
& BUILDING SERVICES
Building,
home maintenance &
general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

FAERCA
YRSH
The Annual
General Meeting
will be held in
the RSA Clubrooms
Sunday 19th March
2023 at 1pm.
Nominations for Office
and Notices of Motion
close with the secretary
6pm Friday
03rd March 2023.
Nomination forms are
available at the club.

A Rohrlach, Secretary

Gardening Storage Public Notice Situations
stump Grinding. Al || STORAGE ||| THE PAEROARSA Vacant
sizes, all areas. Free KOPU, PAEROA WTohM/I-\ENs ISgCTI()lN Logging Truck

e Annual General .

quote. Ph 021060 TE AWAMUTU Meeting wil be held in the Driver
7659 “New Units” RSA Clubrooms Full Time po§|t|on in the

Ph 027 440 7101 Saturda . Hauraki Area

y 1st April 2023
07 868 3033 b MUST:
Handyman Safe n Sound Storage atipm B I h
Election of Officers € punctual, honest
www.safestorage.co.nz and reliable.

Hold a current
Class 5 License.
Logging experience
preferred but not essential.
Also casual position
available but must have
experience.

Please phone Chris
on 0210 229 3626

Wanted-

Fun loving musician(s) to
conduct and accompany
an established and
enthusiastic choir of around
20 singers at Richmond
Villas Retirement Village.
Please contact Richmond
Villas Office for further
details (07 868 5484).

Public Notices

Situations Vacant

A
A'l.f?.!-"*-
:‘JE.l b Tara Tokanul

Trust

HUI-A-IWI
AM: Update on Current Projects

PM: McCaw Lewis-Legal Advisors:
MACA
NTT Settlement Bill
Corporate Whare

PAEROA WAR MEMORIAL HALL
05 March 2023 - 10am

Assistant Gardener/
Maintenance Person

Are you motivated, enjoy
the outdoors and working
as part of a team?

Do you have experience
in: gardening, lawn mowing
and ground maintenance?

This job could be for you!
Starting on a casual basis
with the potential to become
a permanent position in
time.

Send/email your CV to:
richmond-villas@xtra.
co.nz or Richmond Villas,
82 Richmond St, Thames

Woodturners
Cafe

are looking for more
staff to join our team.
Multiple positions
covering front and back
of house. Involves
one weekend day per
week. No experience
necessary as we can
provide full training
for the right applicant.
Contact Lorraine with

CLASSIFIEDS

- Deadline 1pm Monday

We now take your classified ads

anytime before 1pm Mondays

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz m@

et

PHOTO SALES

Photographs taken by the Valley Profile are available
for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
0204 0944 853

Profile

Cirque du Soleil Crystal - 7th July (waiting list operating)
For information on these shows or any up and coming
tours please phone/text Michelle on 027 2702383.
or email mvtoursitd@gmail.com

Situations Vacant

Highway Engineering Limited
We have an opportunity for a reliable person
with maintenance and general engineering
experience.

This position is based in the Hauraki/Thames
area.

The role requires:
» Understanding of oils and greases
« The ability to identify issues with bearings
and/or worn plant
« Be able to work unsupervised
« An eye for detail and quality
« The ability to follow written and verbal
instructions
« A keen interest in practical hands-on work
* The ability to work well as part of a team and
individually
If this sounds like you, please send your
application and CV to
highway.eng@outlook.com

s

A&G Price have a vacancy in their
foundry department and require a
hardworking, reliable worker who is
physically fit and not afraid of hard work.
No previous experience required as all
training will be given.

If this sounds like you, please email
your cv to our Production Manager at:
jacob.tyrrell-baxter@agprice.co.nz
or call in to our reception and fill out an

application of employment form

Contact: Tennille Hirama Richmond expression of interest or
tennillehirama@yahoo.co.nz Villas .
021-842-154 CV bmattock48@gmail.com|
Tours & Shows Situations Vacant
MV Tours Ltd
Tickets available for the following shows. FO u nd ry
Bus Departs Thames & Paeroa. ; Prod uction
Ten Tenors - 30th April.
Hamilton Show - 30th May AGP Worker

Situations Vacant

RELIEF PAPER
RUNNERS

We have vacancies for relief paper runners in
Thames, Paeroa & Kerepehi to deliver
the newspaper that is being read.
Please contact Geoff via email
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

for more information.

Profile
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SPORTS

Thames Valley

Olympians bring §

home medals

irteen athletes from Special
Olympics Thames Valley
took part at the national summer
games in Hamilton at the end of
2022.

Chair Anna Walters said
the athletes enjoyed the
accommodation at St Paul’s
Collegiate School, where they
got to experience life in the
dorms with the “most amazing”
food.

The competitors took part in
four sports: athletics, aquatics,
bocce and indoor bowls.

“Excitement was high due
to the long wait for the games,
but it was wonderful to be able
to share the experience with so
many of our friends from the
clubs across New Zealand,”
Anna said. “Sadly, we had to
leave one athlete behind due
to Covid, but we competed
extra hard to support them and
FaceTimed during the events to
keep them up to date.”

Anna said the athletes
“excelled”, and most pleasing
for the coaches was the
professionalism, commitment,

and friendship they showed
during the event.

They came away with five gold
medals: two for Jonathan Read
in athletics, and one each for
Carla Van Deventer and Stacey
Cowdell in aquatics, and another
for Sam Morrison in athletics.

They also got 10 silver medals:
for athletics, Sam Morrison; the
bocce team of Josh Allen, Henry
Munro, Holly Jones, and Simon
Ashby; as well as the indoor
bowls team of Mattie Mikaere,
Myles Singleton, Kim Forrest,
and Kelsea Archer.

Bocce pairs Holly Jones and

Simon Ashby, indoor bowls pair
Kelsea Archer and Kim Forrest,
and  athletics = competitor
Jonathan Read also brought
home some bronze.
DETAILS: Training starts next
week for the athletes, with an
athletics event in Tauranga in
March. If anyone is interested
in coaching, volunteering, or
competing for Special Olympics
Thames Valley please contact:
specialolympicsthamesvalley@
gmail.com

The competitors took part in the opening ceremony.

Athletics had a great result.

OUR LOCAL

HEALTH FORUM /4
What matters to your

COMMUNITY?

We have a focus on enabling better access
to local community health and wellbeing

Topics include — Update on Whanau Haua
Responsiveness Plan, equity update, and discussion on
the new health system and localities

Join us online and share your knowledge and
experience as we work together on these matters

These meetings are open to everyone

Waikato Regional Disability Hui /
Whanau Haua Forum
Monday 20 February 4-6pm

If interested please email
norma.taute@waikatodhb.health.nz

for a link to the meeting

Te Whatu Ora

mp CoromandelApp

oy Local news and
information at

your fingertips!

Download the Coromandel App for up-to-
date local news from around the Coromandel
Peninsula and Hauraki districts, plus road and
weather reports, local activities, trades &
services, things to do, local markets, shopping,
dining, community information and much more!

How to Download: Simply scan the QR code, left, or go to your app store
and search ‘Coromandel App’

The Coromandel App is powered by your local team at the Valley Profile,
with our award-winning journalists providing local news you can trust

Advertise: Get your business on the
Coromandel App for a cost effective
way to reach your customers with
listings, banners or in-story adverts.
Pricing starts from just $10 + GST
per week!

Find out more: Ph 022 130 3885,
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

ADS FROM JUST

ceTmon ,  Download on the [he Valley f Ve
® Google Play [ ¢ App Store rO 1 e
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e THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
' The People’s Wellbeing Trust

Total Mobility Scheme assessors

- Reachers
« Key cutting and Locksmithing SALES « Sock Aids

o Interior and Exterior Paint . .
o Marine Su:pElies 3 ‘ SERV'CE ° Walklng StICkS
o PPE and Footwear ; .
G A - Continence Products
: E:;ien:::li:zgu:::r\Nelding Products HIRE J } ° Bathroom & TO”et AIdS
308 Pollen Street, Thames We do our best to source other products on request
Telephone 07 868 6608

www.read bros.co.nz

SUDOKU

Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9

9(3 417 412 |3
3

Hardware

o Fastenings and Extrusions

o Tools

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) « Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 « E: tvtot2017@gmail.com

Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am - 3pm, Friday 10am - 1pm - After hours by arrangement
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EASY MEDIUM HARD

JUMBO CROSSWORD

Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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EASY

ACROSS 59 Dead heat (3) 26 Difficulty (7) - "

1 Object of ridicule (8,5) 60 Affectedly dainty (4) 27 Dryness (6) .

8 Buff (6) 61 Bully into doing (6) 29 Short pithy saying (7) . . . . . - . . _.

14 Male duck (5) 62 Colonist (7) 30 Race sections (6)

15 Flowering tree (8) 63 Highly decorated (6) 32 Excessively fat (5) “ . .. . . .

16 Bitterness, 65 Shared (6) 34 Hardy fabric (5)

resentfulness (7) 66 Cloudburst (8) 36 Turning machine (5)

T Openmauned (s) 6 Racooficl(t0) 8 inayiotn ("] | 1| 1| T | 1 1 | W] ]

18 Small child (3) 71 Planet (6) 43 Close-fitting (5)

19 Plans (7) 72 Estimates (anag)(9) 44 Strategic withdrawal . “ . . . . .

21 ’s inst t 74 Baffled (7 7 E +-
Crsisnme T4 gt U0 IENENENEEE ANENENEE aEEE

panel (9) 76 Directa gun (3) 45 Hankering (4)

22 Prepare foran exam 79 Cosmetic powder (5) 46 Legendary race of . . . . . . n . .

(6) 80 lllinois city (7) female warriors (6)

25 Understand the 81 Lecture atlengthina 47 Trail followed (5) '-.... H..-.. “ ... “.

sentiments of (10) forceful manner (8) 48 Mixed-up word .

27 Three-wheeled bike 83 Intestine part (5) puzzles (8) 4

(8) 84 Grown-ups (6) 49 Soaring firework (9) . : . . .

28 Small wave (6) 85 Become familiar with 50 Afternoon [

31 Larva’s spun case (6) customs and procedures performance (7) . . . . . ..... vy . . __

33 Title (7) of an organisation (5,3,5) 51 Restrict (5) .E.ﬂ.i- H . ..ﬂ"-

34 Second-in-command 52 Ancient two-wheeled v .t =

(6) DOWN horse-drawn vehicle (7) . -..- . .

35 Young horse (4) 2 Lawlessness (7) 53 Irresistible impulse to . . . i. ... .

37 Application (3) 3 Wish granter (5) steal (11)

39 Business transaction 4 Unwell (3) 54 Eat hungrily, quickly . -. . . . .

4) 5 Horned animal (4) (6) "

40 Optically sharp (2,5) 6 Fish dressing (7,5) 55 Extremely ill (2,6,4) .'.. .... . u-.

41 Remiss (9) 7 Spiral seashell (5) 64 Repeated decorative . . . . . .

42 Making conversation 8 Depict (7) design (7)

(7) 9 Heavy metal (4) 65 Sovereign (7) ..-... ...-.

43 Airport passenger 10 Climbed (6) 67 Perceives (7) . . . . .

building (8) 11 Fry quickly (5) 69 Put to death (7)

48 Put together from 12 Green vegetable (7) 70 Debated (6) -..'. “.-.

parts (8) 13 Speaking only one 71 Odour (5) . . . . .

52 Timed (7) language (11) 73 Fatuous (5) — =

56 Gain entry without 14 Shortfall (7) 75 Tropical fruit (5) B iR L |

invitation (9) 20 Added wing (9) 77 Relate (4)

57 Tidal river mouth (7) 23 Light fur (anag)(8) 78 Closed (4) . . . ] . . .

58 Ram down (4) 24 Angled (7) 82 Cereal crop (3) | -

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Alter, 4 Swinging the lead, 14 Barge, 15 Radar, 16 Plagiarism, 17 Cocoa, 19 Fit, 20 DOWN: 2 Leaves, 3 Exact, 5 Well, 6 Nigeria, 7 Images, 8 Grill, 9 Homonym, 10 Lace, 11 Archer,

Western, 21 Greenland, 22 Devout, 25 Sceptical, 27 Tomcat, 28 Mercer, 33 Laryngitis, 35 Lad, 36 12 Drift, 13 Feather, 14 Bayonet, 18 Propaganda, 23 Ditty, 24 Habitat, 26 Cayenne, 27 Tidings, 29

Switch, 37 Knob, 39 Ivy, 41 Winning, 42 Lagoon, 43 Agreement, 44 Grout, 45 Rosemary, 50 Is, 51 Congeal, 30 Casino, 31 Aloof, 32 Scorch, 34 Snag, 36 Synod, 38 Baths, 40 Team, 45 Rapid, 46
Shambles, 55 Salon, 58 Pyromania, 59 Shaken, 60 Fallacy, 61 Imp, 63 Duel, 64 Copper, 65 Err, 66 Sorcery, 47 Mime, 48 Random, 49 Flair, 50 Inspect, 52 Avant-garde, 53 Believe, 54 Exceed, 55
Lengthened, 68 Voyage, 69 Reject, 71 Alienated, 76 Gaiety, 77 Himalayas, 79 Odyssey, 81 Eel, 84 Sampled, 56 Tarry, 57 Peal, 62 Unwed, 67 Against, 68 Veteran, 70 Eminent, 72 Liaison, 73 Stigma, 74
Soggy, 85 Expression, 86 Toxic, 87 Audit, 88 Paint the town red, 89 Terse. Make do, 75 Genius, 76 Glade, 78 Ample, 80 Score, 82 Hymn, 83 Cope.
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Junior rugby split to be considered

By GORDON PREECE

hames Valley Junior Rugby

is considering holding its
2023 season in two separate
divisions to tackle travel issues
from ongoing road closures.

This includes the long-term
closure of the Kopu-Hikuai Rd
on State Highway 25A after a
large section collapsed due to a
significant slip last month.

Chairman Gavin Flint told
The Profile he believed a move
to split the competition into
eastern and western Thames
Valley divisions would make
junior rugby easier for both
parents and kids.

“With rugby right through
to senior level, there’s a lot of
travel all over the Thames Val-
ley... and with our main route,
the Kopu-Hikuai, being out
of action, we’ve got to try and
make it a bit more user friendly
for parents and for the younger
kids,” he said.

“If you asked them to travel
two hours to play 40 to 50 min-
utes of rugby and then have
to turn around and come back
again, it’s a big ask on the kids,
it’s a big ask on the parents,
and petrol isn’t cheap so we've
got to look at all the options.

“We don’t want kids quitting,
we want to build on last year’s
numbers and keep growing,

and this year we’re hoping to
have an all-girls competition
parallel with the boys.”

Gavin said under the pro-
posed system, the first round of
junior rugby, which kicks off in
late April, would be held with
teams on the same side of the
Coromandel Range compet-
ing against each other before a
decision was made whether to
merge the two.

“Hopefully each conference
will have a similar number
of teams on each side in each
grade... and they’ll probably
play a round and then we’ll see
what the roading situation is.

“If we can get through the
Kopu-Hikuai Rd, we might
merge together and have a
competition against each other,
a lot of it depends on where the
Kopu-Hikuai Rd stands and
the likes of the 309 Rd and the
Tapu-Coroglen Rd.”

Gavin said the union would
discuss the proposal with the
Thames Valley clubs hosting
junior teams. “It’s an idea to try
and get clubs talking about it so
we’re all prepared and parents
know they’re able to do some-
thing,” he said.

“[Waihi Athletic Rugby Club]
has the most kids and the most
amount of teams so they could
go either way to east or west but
that’s a club council matter.”

Kick back, relax. Swift Vibe will take you there.

9-inch touchscreen - Wireless Apple CarPlay & Android Auto
Wireless Qi charging pad - Climate air con - Keyless start

Reverse camera - 5 star ANCAP safety - Added body protection

NO DEPOSIT
FINANCE

TOTAL PAYABLE $31,164"

SPECIAL EDITION JUST $25,990:-0rc

*$119.40/week based on Swift Vibe Auto, $25,990 plus ORC, total amount payable $31,163.40, nil deposit 6.9% p.a. fixed interest rate, 5 year term, $10.35 PPSR fee, $130 UDC loan fee and $200 dealer origination fee. On-road costs are payable to the Dealer. Suzuki Finance is provided by UDC Finance Limited. Lending criteria, fees and standard
terms and conditions apply. Offer available 1 January to 28 February 2023. Excludes fleet purchases, demo vehicles and all other promotions. fClean Car Discount rebates are current as at time of printing and are subject to change. For more information and how to apply for the rebate visit www.nzta.govt.nz/cleancar. www.suzuki.co.nz

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ | 39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA | 07 862 8783

HAURAKI'S HOME OF § SUZUKI




