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With the Thames business community “hurting” amid the after-eff ects of a pandemic, cyclone, and 
the closure of a major arterial route for up to a year, the district mayor says an opportunity has 

arisen to make the town a destination and drawcard. KELLEY TANTAU reports

Concerns are rife within Thames’ 
business community that with the 

closure of the Kōpū-Hikuai Rd, travel-
lers will bypass the town.

They’ve already witnessed the quiet 
of the Covid-19 pandemic and a Janu-
ary that came with signifi cant rainfall, 
now, business owners fear another 
stagnant spell. 

But the district’s mayor believes 
there lies an opportunity instead.

“We’ve got the Thames Coast Rd,” 
he said, “which means that instead of 
coming to Kōpū, turning right, and go-
ing up [state highway] 25A, people are 
going to turn left and come through 
Thames.”

The mayor spoke at a public meet-
ing last week that was full to the brim 
with business owners wanting to know 
what to expect after their peak summer 
season was plagued with bad weather, 
road closures, and event cancellations. 

Mayor Salt told them his council had 
to take State Highway 25A, “out of the 
picture”, in order to provide Thames 
with an advantage. “As long as we can 
keep that access open, as long as we 
can get some resilience into the Coast 
Rd and we don’t keep getting inter-
rupted by weather events, we’ve got an 
opportunity here and I think we should 
be grabbing it with both hands.” 

Organised by the Thames Business 

Association and with guests including 
TCDC chief executive Aileen Lawrie 
and Destination Hauraki Coromandel 
general manager Hadley Dryden, an 
aim of the forum was to off er sugges-
tions as to “what Thames needs”.

Most business owners felt that with-
out an information centre manned 
by staff , those who did visit the town 
wouldn’t know “where to go and what 
to do”. 

They suggested reestablishing an i-
Site, reopening Mary St to traffi  c, and 
lobbying central government to make 
the roads more resilient to weather 
events. 

Jenny McLeod, whose glass art gal-
lery and shop is located along Pollen 
St, said she opted for “the basics”. 

“So, signage, I reckon, and the infor-
mation centre. I think those are two 
key things that could happen quickly,” 
she told The Profi le at the February 20 
meeting.

“I think we need them now more 
than ever because of the roading crisis. 
The biggest thing is we don’t want peo-
ple to miss Thames out. 

“We are still up and running and 
have been the whole time.” 

‘Destination Thames’

$25M IN CYCLONE RELIEF GRANTS FOR 
BUSINESSES ANNOUNCED, P2
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 02 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

For total protection in any weather, year after year, 
turn to Wattyl Solagard. Wattyl Solagard has been 

providing exterior paint protection for decades, 
ensuring New Zealand homes look better for longer.

SEE MORE AT 
www.readbros.co.nz

308 Pollen St, Thames 
07 868 6608

“See us for a range of 
exterior and interior 
paints, brushes and 

painting accessories”.
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$25m allocated to cyclone relief
A $25 million grant allocation 

to help businesses in cy-
clone-aff ected regions to clean 
up and get back on their feet is a 
welcome boost to the Coroman-
del.

The grants, which will be up 
to a maximum of $40,000 per 
business, are part of the initial 
$50 million emergency package 
recently agreed by Cabinet.

The grants are for businesses 
who face signifi cant cashfl ow is-
sues due to continued challeng-
es with customer access, ability 
to source stock, supply chain 
issues, inability to operate as 
usual due to physical damage 
to equipment or premises, or 
delays in insurance assessment 
and repairs.

 “We really want to thank the 
government for listening to us 
as we shared what our busi-
ness communities are going 
through, and addressing some 
very painful economic hurt,” 
Thames-Coromandel District 
Mayor Len Salt said.

“Between Cyclone Hale and 
Gabrielle we’ve hosted Minister 
McAnulty, Minister Allan and 
Minister Wood who have really 
understood the magnitude of 
these events on our local econ-
omy.

“We acknowledge other re-
gions that have been worse hit 
in many ways, and the distribu-
tion of this funding will refl ect 
that in the allocation. The col-

lapse of our roading networks 
is one of the biggest issues for 
us, and those connectivity links 
have a huge impact on business 
productivity.”

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council will disburse funds 
for its region, and is currently 
working through the process of 
how that will be actioned.

“There will be collaboration 
and input from our business 
associations and industry leads 
around our district as part of 

this process, which we’ll be 
working through over the next 
few days,” Mayor Len said.

In the past week council staff  
attended Business Association 
meetings Thames, Mercury Bay 
and Whangamatā. 

“Feedback from these local 
communities was extremely 
valuable and will help with de-
cisions around the allocation of 
funds. We’ve also been running 
a business impact survey, and 
this data and evidence will also 

Grants of up to $40,000 will be allocated by Thames-Coromandel District 
Council for those aff ected by recent cyclones.                      File Photo: SUPPLIED

contribute to the decision mak-
ing.”

Finance minister Grant Rob-
ertson said the priority was to 
get initial emergency support 
out as quickly as possible.

“Those who are on the ground 
in communities know best how 
to do that. The government has 
established agreements with lo-
cal delivery partners to make it 
happen,” he said.

“Each local agency will have 
their own processes, but the 
government has provided the 
funding to address the imme-
diate cashfl ow needs of busi-
nesses.”

Along with the grants scheme, 
$250,000 will be provided for 
the Employers and Manufac-
turers’ Association to extend 
the reach of its employer hel-
pline and $600,000 for the Re-
gional Business Partners to in-
crease the amount of business 
advice they can off er.

The First Steps mental well-
being initiative is available for 
use by businesses in aff ected 
regions. The costs of this are 
covered by the recent funding 
injection after the Auckland 
fl oods. 

The funds add to the $25 mil-
lion in support for farmers and 
growers and a new recovery 
visa to help bring in more work-
ers to help with the recovery.
DETAILS: More informati on at 
tcdc.govt.nz/bizcyclonerelief.
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Kōpū-Hikuai Rd fi x ‘may take a year’
It will be nine months to a year 

before the Kōpū-Hikuai Rd is 
fully re-opened in the Coroman-
del, Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency says.

Waka Kotahi regional man-
ager of infrastructure Jo Wilton 
said a solution was still being 
worked on to fi x the Kōpū-
Hikuai Rd, State Highway 25A, 
after a huge slip near the summit 
destroyed more than 110 metres 
of road after several storms in 
January.

“There are three main options 
for reinstating this highway. One 
– we build a bridge replacing the 
lost section of road; two – we 
build a deviation which bypasses 
the slip site; three – we build a 
retaining wall and eff ectively re-
build the road from the ground 
up,” Ms Wilton said.

“We don’t know which option 
is most feasible yet. The right so-
lution cannot be established un-
til the geotech work is complete.

“We know the rebuild must be 
resilient and as timely as possi-
ble. We understand how critical 
this highway is for Coromandel 
residents, businesses, and visi-
tors.”

Coromandel MP Scott Simp-
son said the news was not sur-
prising. 

“I think over the last week 
or two everybody has become 
aware of just the size and the 

magnitude of the problem on 
State Highway 25A,” he said. 

 “I, and [Thames-Coromandel 
District Mayor] Len Salt, will be 
putting the pressure on NZTA 
and the government to ensure 
that the 12 months that they’re 
talking about is an absolute max-
imum. Hopefully it will be less 
than that and not longer.”

State Highway 25 needed to be 
a priority for the government, Mr 

Simpson said. He was concerned 
for the businesses of the Coro-
mandel Peninsula, who had al-
ready been feeling the pinch after 
a stormy summer and two years 
of restrictions due to Covid-19.

“The real issue is the time 
frame and the implications that 
having State Highway 25A closed 
for a year means for residents 
and visitors to the region,” he 
said. 

“We are about to go into au-
tumn and then into winter. Those 
are not the best months for trad-
ing around the peninsula. 

“So many businesses are lit-
erally hanging by a thread, and 
for some of those businesses the 
owners are going to have to make 
some very hard tough decisions, 
probably sooner rather than lat-
er.” 

Waka Kotahi said the slip site 

It could be up to a year 
before the Kōpū-Hikuai Rd is 
repaired a� er a massive slip 
destroyed a large sec� on near 
the summit. 

Photo: SUPPLIED/NZTA

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

had deteriorated further follow-
ing cyclone Gabrielle in mid-
February. Some cracks across 
the road near each edge of the 
slip had widened, but there has 
been no further movement at 
this stage.

“The Hikuai side of the slip is 
high and possibly unstable. As-
sessment of the stability of this 
slope is underway,” Ms Wilton 
said.

“The next step is to construct a 
temporary track, to allow access 
for a geotech drilling rig up to 
the site of a potential deviation 
above the slip area. We also need 
to form another access track to 
the base of the slip where a re-
taining wall could be founded, 
but the ground is too wet to do 
this yet. Until we can get a rig in 
– we can’t get signifi cant testing 
done.”

Ms Wilton said the tracks 
would likely be in place in ap-
proximately two weeks, subject 
to weather. 

“So many businesses 
are literally hanging by 
a thread, and for some 
of those businesses the 

owners are going to 
have to make some very 
hard tough decisions.” 

- Scott  Simpson 
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Valley Educa� on

07 868 7892 
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Call or 
text us

free courses • free transport

If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these 
are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how 
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2, 
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua  (15 weeks) 

Horticulture Level 3 (29 weeks)

Health & Well Being Level 3

Prep for Success

We also off er some fee paying short programmes – Barista and 
Defensive driving lessons and Learners courses 

Call us for pricing. 

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fi ttings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PRE 2000’S MOTORBIKE RESTORATIONS, 
SPECIALIZED PAINT WORK & REPAIRS

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE   867 7195  l  027 372 4797
                           
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
                                                            
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

Paint job to cost an extra $164k
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

District councillors were torn 
last week over a decision to 

vouch for a paint job that has 
more than doubled in price. 

At its February 21 meeting, 
Thames-Coromandel council-
lors were told the Tararu Arts 
and Culture Building just north 
of Thames was in need of exte-
rior paint work.

The Heritage New Zealand 
building had not been repainted 
for 32 years, councillors heard, 
but while a budget of $100,000 
had already been set aside for 
the project, the updated cost of 
the work totalled $264,000 - 
$164,000 more than the original 
expected price.

This is because the labour 
needed to strip back the weath-
erboards was made more costly 
by the discovery of old lead 
paint; its removal must be noti-
fied to Worksafe.

Council’s property and facili-
ties manager Jon Muston admit-
ted the new price - which was 
provided by three tender appli-
cants - did catch him “a little by 
surprise”.

“Yes, you can defer it, but you 
only defer the problem until 
tomorrow, and invariably, the 
problem tomorrow is more ex-
pensive than the solution today,” 
he said. 

“I know it’s tough times with 
everything happening in the 
district, but these buildings still 
need attention.” 

The building is considered a 
district asset so the cost of the 

paint job will be spread across all 
rateable properties - around $2 
per rateable unit.

South Eastern ward councillors 
Gary Gotlieb and Terry Walker 
both questioned the timing of 
the expense, stating that there 
was still uncertainty around how 
much it’ll cost the council to re-
pair infrastructure following Cy-
clones Hale and Gabrielle.

“I agree that 32 years ago is a 
long time but what’s the differ-
ence with another year or so?” 
Cr Gotlieb asked. “We just don’t 
know how much money we’re 

going to have to spend on our in-
frastructure… We need to spend 
money where it’s going to help a 
greater number of people.”

 “I love the arts and I love this 
building… but I do have issues 
trying to justify it at the moment,” 
Cr Walker added. “I struggle with 
it at this time and wonder if an-
other year would be best.” 

However, Mercury Bay coun-
cillor Deli Connell said council 
needed to “look after” its histori-
cal assets. 

“We have so few heritage build-
ings. It breaks my heart what’s 

been lost, so I’m definitely pro 
having this [done] properly.”

The vote was: Mayor Len Salt; 
Crs Robyn Sinclair, John Mor-
rissey, Rekha Giri-Percival, and 
Deli Connell for; and Gary Got-
lieb, Terry Walker, Peter Revell, 
John Grant against.

“I know it hurts at this time, 
but I think it needs to be done,” 
Mayor Salt said.

Staff are hopeful the repaint 
will be completed by the end of 
June.

The Tararu Arts and Culture Building just outside of Thames is getting a $264,000 paint job.      Photo: GORDON PREECE

Tornado lifts 
roofs, cuts 
power at 
Waihī Beach
More than 1000 Waihī Beach 
properties lost power on 
Saturday after a tornado tore 
through the coastal town.

Fire and Emergency New 
Zealand [FENZ] received calls 
reporting the tornado before 
8am and Police advised the 
public to avoid the Seaforth Rd 
area while emergency services 
responded to a weather-related 
incident.

Residents in the Dillon, 
Wilson and Scott streets  area 
reported witnessing the twister, 
which is believed to have 
lasted ten minutes, and some 
properties suffered damage 
with roofs torn off and fences 
and windows smashed.

The tornado was believed to 
have formed off the coast of 
Waihī Beach. 

There were no injuries 
reported during the incident.

PowerCo reported about 130 
properties were still without 
power on Sunday morning but 
its website showed no further 
power outages on Monday.

Metservice said there had 
been a thunderstorm warning in 
place for the area, which meant 
a tornado or waterspout was 
very likely to have happened.
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POSTURE ELITE MEDIUM
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NOW $1699
WAS $3398

Queen mattress + Base

60%
OFF

POSTURE REST FIRM
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NOW $2275
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Queen mattress + Base

Earn Flybuys with us

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
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MANLY COMBO
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NOW ONLY

2x Bedsides and Tallboy

NZ Pine

Cancer-free and ready to ‘refresh’ life
When The Profi le fi rst 
spoke with Wendy and 
Craig Fergusson in Febru-
ary, 2022, they were fac-
ing selling their home to 
cover the cost of an un-
funded lung cancer drug. 
The Waihī couple now 
has an exci� ng update. 
GORDON PREECE reports

Wendy Fergusson has 
been through “hell” for 

18 months. She’s undergone 
rounds of chemotherapy, ra-
diation, and immunotherapy 
to combat a cancer tumour on 
her right lung.

Now, the former smoker can 
claim she is cancer-free after 
completing her fi nal treatment 
of Imfi nzi in December, 2022. 

The Profi le fi rst reported on 
Wendy’s plight back in March 
last year, and at that time, Im-
fi nzi was unfunded by Phar-
mac. However, it became fund-
ed in August, 2022, for people 
with locally advanced stage 3, 
unresectable, non-small cell 
lung cancer.

“I thought: ‘Thank God 
for that’ - because they just 
wouldn’t give me any direction 
and I didn’t know what future 
I had because you’re always in 
limbo,” Wendy said.

“We have a direction now, 
we can make plans. We didn’t 
think we had any.”

After her diagnosis in July 
last year, Wendy underwent 
continuous chemotherapy and 
radiation in Hamilton.

“It was hell to be honest, and 
there was a time at the end of 
[2021] that I honestly didn’t 
think I would survive it. There 
were times I didn’t think I 
would wake up.”

Wendy said the chemothera-
py and radiation shrunk the tu-
mour and her oncologist then 
suggested immunotherapy to 
ensure the cancer cells didn’t 
return. 

After initially suggesting an 
unfunded drug called Keytru-
da, which would have cost 
Wendy and Craig $120,000, 
her oncologist changed her im-
munotherapy drug to Imfi nzi, 
which is specifi cally targeted to 
treat lung cancer.

Also unfunded at the time, 
the couple faced having to 
raise more than $200,000 
for 12 cycles of Imfi nzi which 
meant they may have to sell 
their home to pay for it. Wendy 
said the situation was “horror”.

“They always say lung can-
cer is a major issue and yet 
how was someone supposed to 
come up with that money?

“I talked to a couple of peo-

Wendy and Craig Fergusson can refresh their lives a� er 18 months of lung cancer treatment.        Photo: GORDON PREECE

ple who had sold their homes 
to pay for it and there was no 
absolute guarantee that [Im-
fi nzi] would work. They were 
now living with their children; 
they’ve had to reverse their 
lives because the government 
made them pay for it.”

Wendy and Craig established 
a Givealittle page to raise funds 
for the Imfi nzi treatment, but 
in the meantime learned from 
her oncologist that Pharmac 
was considering funding the 
drug - bringing the total treat-
ment cost down to $46,000.

The funding by Pharmac 

meant Wendy and Craig no 
longer had to sell their home.

“It didn’t become public un-
til August but [my doctor] got 
me on the programme in Janu-
ary [2022]... I was incredibly 
lucky,” she said.

Wendy had her fi nal Im-
fi nzi treatment on December 
2, 2022, and continues to visit 
her radiologist and oncologist 
to ensure the cancer was under 
control. 

She thanked her family and 
neighbours for their support 
during a “really crap year and 
a half”, as well as the Givealit-

tle donors - including Alison 
O’Callaghan who walked the 
Tongariro Crossing to raise 
funds for Wendy in April last 
year after reading her story in 
The Profi le.

Wendy said she and her hus-
band would now focus on re-
freshing their lives.

“Now it’s time to think of 
[Craig] - to make his life a lit-
tle easier because he helped me 
immensely through it all.

“I may have been through 
this but he’s been through it in 
the background and that’s even 
harder,” she said.

ONE YEAR ON “We have a directi on 
now, we can make 

plans. We didn’t think 
we had any.”

- Wendy Fergusson
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NEW 

Metal Wall Art 

in stock

“Support local, 

shop local”

• Cushions        • Jewellery       
• Wall Art     

    

• Handbags & Accessories    

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards

• Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

• M

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors, 

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565  Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Brett Harris 
Electrical 2016 Ltd

For all your Electrical 
Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Canadian harpist to perform
Thames Music Group is “de-

lighted” to host a Canadian 
harpist and composer for its 
first 2023 concert performance 
on March 5.

Josh Layne has many strings 
to his bow including a revival 
performance of Bochsa’s long 
dormant Concerto No. 1 in D 
minor at the World Harp Con-
gress in Wales in July, 2022.

He has performed extensive-
ly across Canada, the United 
States, Europe and South 
America, and has been praised 

for his virtuosity and the sensi-
tivity of his playing.

Mr Layne has also recorded 
four albums of solo harp music 
including his 2013 CD Pas-
sage: music for solo harp, 
which features three of his 
original harp compositions.

Nicknamed a “harp 
genius”and a “consummate 
musician”, Mr Layne will per-
form a program at St George’s 
Anglican Church that shows off 
the depth and breadth of the 
harp.

His concert will include orig-
inal pieces and performances 
of Smetana’s orchestral mas-
terpiece, The Moldau, the Ada-
gio from Beethoven’s Appas-
sionata sonata, and Jacques de 
le Presle’s French impression-
ist Garden in the Rain.

His Thames performance 
will mark the end of his New 
Zealand tour, which began at 
the start of February.
DETAILS: Josh Layne - Harpist, 
March 5, 2pm at St George’s, 
Thames, $20 door, $15 members.

New event fund
Hauraki District Council 

have voted to close its traf-
fic management fund for events 
and replace it with a new fund, 
one that is “open to all” across 
the rohe. 

Increases in traffic manage-
ment costs was one reason for 
the change, councillors heard, as 
was an over-reliance on council 
funding, and unequal opportu-
nities for events not previously 
funded. 

The new general fund will be 
open to all events taking place 
within the Hauraki district.

A portion of it will be “ring 
fenced” annually to fund the 
traffic management of events 
such as: Go Waihī’s Beach Hop 
Warm Up Party; the Paeroa 
Highland Games and Tattoo; 
ward Christmas parades; and 
the Rotary Paeroa Classic and 
Vintage Car Show. 

If traffic management funding 
is not required for these events, 
the funds can instead be used 
for the general event fund, open 
to all other event organisers in 
the rohe [area]. 

According to a council re-
port, fully funding traffic man-
agement for some community 
events had “created a reliance” 
on the district council for events 
to go ahead. 

“It would be opportune to re-
view and support these events 
to expand their funding streams 

and/or adapt their events. 
“Both Ngātea and Waihī 

moved away from Christmas 
Parades this year to events that 
do not require road closures and 
both events received positive 
feedback,” the report said. 

“Neither were eligible for 
funding from the traffic man-
agement budget.”

The report also raised con-
cerns about there being no 
process to determine the ac-
tual need of the organisations 
for funding, as the Go Waihī 
Warm Up Party, Paeroa High-
land Games and Tattoo, ward 
Christmas parades and Rotary 
Paeroa Classic and Vintage Car 
Show had their traffic manage-
ment invoices paid in full by 
council without needing to sub-
mit a budget or assurances be-
forehand.

“An event approval process is 
currently under development 
and it is envisaged that this will 
provide an avenue for event 
funding requests and offers of 
support from the [council’s] dis-
trict events co-ordinator.”

The report was received posi-
tively at a council meeting on 
February 22, with councillors 
stating they were “happy to sup-
port it as it stands”.

The closure of the traffic man-
agement fund and creation of 
a general event fund received a 
unanimous vote around the ta-
ble. 

ENTERTAINMENT

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Josh Layne will strike 
a chord with Thames 
audiences on March 5.

Photo: SUPPLIED
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2008 Honda Civic
1.8Ltr Auto, Low kms, NZ New

TOP BUY
$7,990

2013 Mazda Atenza
2.0Lt  Auto, Immac cond  

$13,990
SPECIAL

2016 Suzuki Vitara Ltd
4WD, 1.6Ltr Auto, Top of Range, NZ New

$19,990 

2014 Mitsubishi Lancer
2.0Ltr Auto, NZ New, Hi Spec Model

$9,990
 JUST

2009 Mazda SP25
Auto, Leather, Sunroof, Etc

 
$9,990

VALUE 

2015 Holden Captiva
2.4 Lt Auto, Low km, NZ new  

$14,990
NOW

2010 Hyundai Tucson
2.0Ltr Auto, 2WD, Alloys, etc, Value SUV

   
$7,990

2008 Mitsubishi Colt Plus
Auto, Low 76kms, Excellent Condition

$7,990
 ONLY

Trucks 
banned on 
309, Tapu-
Coroglen

Thames-Coromandel District Coun-
cil has voted to prohibit the thor-

oughfare of overlength vehicles on 
the 309 and Tapu-Coroglen roads. 

This follows the closure of State 
Highway 25A Kōpū-Hikuai Rd after 
damage caused by recent storms, 
forcing large vehicles to follow a dif-
ferent route to access the eastern 
Coromandel.

In a report presented to council at 
its February 21 meeting, staff said 
both the 309 and Tapu-Coroglen 
roads were narrow, primarily un-
sealed, and had a number of “very 
tight corners”.

“Neither of these roads are suit-
able for overlength vehicles,” it said. 

“Long vehicles cannot navi-
gate them comfortably because of 
the tight corners, and trucks have 
crashed or been stuck regularly in 
the past.”

In order to address the issues with 
these two roads, staff recommended 
council make two new restrictions 
under Clause 9 of its Traffic Control 
Bylaw to prohibit vehicles of 12.6 
metres or more, including trailers, 
from using them.

“I think it’s a good move, absolute-
ly,” deputy mayor Terry Walker said.

Blast off for Rocket Park relaunch

The Lions Club of Waihī cele-
brated the launch of the re-

vamped Rocket Park last week, 
which now features a new slide 
and pirate ship among the up-
grades.

The park, just off State High-

way 2 in Waihī, has been a 
work-in-progress for the Li-
ons club and Hauraki District 
Council since 2018. 

In April that year, the coun-
cil asked residents what they’d 
like to see happen at the iconic 
playground. 

The responses were: more 
swings, a flying fox, and keep-

ing the pirate ship. 
Council removed the old ship 

for safety reasons, but had a 
new one built that fit the bill. 

The $140,000 joint project 
had its official launch on Feb-
ruary 20, and opening the site 
was the vice president of Lions 
Club International, Dr Patti 
Hill. 

As well as a new pirate ship 
and rocket slide upgrade, the 
park also features two flying 
foxes and a new swing set.

Work will start on new fenc-
ing for the playground - on the 
state highway side of the park 
- shortly, council said.

Celebrations were had at the official launch of Waihī’s revamped Rocket Park on February 20.                                                   Photo: SUPPLIED/HDC

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD

2006 TOYOTA AVENIS $5,650
109,000kms, Mags, Electrics, In Silver, Immaculate
2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras

1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995

������
1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCCLAIM 
3.8L Auto, CD, Mags  VALUE $3,995

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY AERO
Station Wagon, In White TO ARRIVE

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA GLX 2004 HONDA ACCORD EURO1994 MAZDA FAMILIA

$4,250

LOOK AT, BUY IT 
$3,600

TOP CAR 
$4,995

1.8L 5 Speed, All Extras, Top Condition, Up in kms
LOOK AT

BUY IT

2.4L, 5 Speed Manual, All Extras, Rear Spoiler  CD, Mags, Air Con, Rear Spoiler, Tinted Windows, Central 
Locking, 227,550kms, Immaculate Condition, 
In Silver 

1997 FORD LASER

$4,250

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 

A CLASSIC DREAM

2008 MAZDA PREMACY
1998cc Auto, CD, 
Mags, Electrics, 
Bluetooth, 
7 Seater, 
127,000kms

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA

 $5,995 

158,000 kms, 2360cc Auto, All Extras, 7 Seats, Best Available

2007 VW PASSAT S/WAGON

$6,500 

Up in kms, All Electric Extras, Great Condition 

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 

$2,850 
4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, Very Tidy,  
    
           Drives Well

BE 
QUICK

1996 HONDA ACCORD

$3,995

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, 
Very smart in Metallic Blue

BEST 
AVAILABLE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

$5,850 

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original
1999 HOLDEN VECTRA
2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

LOOK AT, BUY IT

LOOK AT, BUY IT

LOOK AT, BUY IT

LOOK AT, 
BUY IT

LOOK AT, 
BUY IT

LOOK AT, 
BUY ITLOOK AT, 

BUY IT
LOOK AT, 
BUY IT

$2,250 
1999 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE
Auto, Extras

3 to 
Choose  $2,500 

203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

HEY LOOK!
NEW YEAR SALE

HEY LOOK!
NEW YEAR SALE

$6,995

LOOK AT, 
BUY IT

LOOK AT, 
BUY IT

Rillanya Rojo, left, Ridhika Renjith, Jake Jose, and Austin Knapton relished the mufti day.

Jakob Sara, left, JJ Owen, Lena Rumble, and Alzora Taylor. 

Year 5 and 6 girls.

Year 1 and 2 students.

Mufti day for 
Turkey and Syria
St Francis Catholic School in Thames held a mufti day on 
February 10, raising $179 for people affected by two large 
earthquakes in Turkey and Syria. Principal Oliver Fahey told 
The Profile the school had been praying for the affected families, 
learning about both countries and decided to hold a mufti day for 
students to wear colours of both countries’ flags [red, black, white 
and green] and raise funds. Reporter GORDON PREECE went back 
to school to capture the supportive students.

Sherwin Joseph, left, Zuriel Regis, Jedi Taylor, and Jordan Sara.

Year 7 and 8 students donned the Turkey and Syria colours. 
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  

Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 
o� er stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US

to view 

by appointment

Come and experience 

the diff erence!

82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484              www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484               www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom

Apartment, Level 3
• One Bedroom Apartment, Level 2

• Two Bedroom Villa, 134sqm, 
1 bathroom, guest WC, 

single garage
ENQUIRE TODAY!

Paeroa / Ngatea Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

14A Keepa Avenue, Paeroa $539,000

• 2 bedroom, open plan living with heat pump
• Wet floor bathroom, single internal access garage
• Brick exterior, 319m2 (m o l) easy care section

RG2001 1112

10 Willoughby Street, Paeroa $479,000

• 2 brm plus sunroom/office, open plan living area
• Woodburner, heat pump, separate toilet
• 455m2 (m o l) section, single gge, handy to town

RG1999 1112

31 Merrimana Drive, Thames Offers Over $1,150,000

New

Listin
g

Four bedrooms including Master with en-suite and walk-in wardrobe. Open plan living which leads you out to a
covered outdoor entertaining area with side curtains. Good kitchen with plenty of storage and scullery. Double
garage with internal access and plenty of off street parking.

RT5759 - DAVID TREBILCOCK 027 641 8556 1224

486 Hauraki Road, Turua $689,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 bedrms/ Modern kitchen/ Dble glazing
• Large private decking/ Re-wired/ Re-plumbed
• Dble garage/ carport/ 812m2 (m or l) section

RN1474 1213

8128 Shwy 26, Hikutaia $730,000

• Small village living between Paeroa & Thames
• 3 brm home with lovely rural outlook - Dbl Garage
• Room for gardening & paddocks for your animals

RRP229 1213

26 Patui Avenue, Thames $1,095,000

Price

Reduced

Beautifully presented and offering a serene position in one of the Bays best areas the home has been
extensively renovated and extended. A wonderful open plan living area on two levels flows out onto a large
covered wrap around deck surrounded by gardens.

RT5752 - JON STANDBROOK 021 145 1738 2223

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 
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Search AnexaPets

Want unlimited vet consults? Enrol in    Pet Plan. Visit  anexa.co.nz/bundle  for more information.

Vaccinating your puppy or dog is essential to prevent 
potentially fatal viral diseases. Prevention is always 
better than trying to cure.
Canine Parvovirus is a very contagious, life-threatening disease, 
particularly affecting young puppies.

What can you do?

Vaccinate your puppy and ensure you get their booster vaccinations

Don’t take your puppy or unvaccinated dog out in public or 
where there have been known parvovirus infections until it has 
been fully vaccinated – they could get parvo

If you think your puppy or dog may have parvo, phone the clinic 
first before bringing it in

Protect your dog -Protect your dog - vaccinatevaccinate
!

ACTIVE PARVO CASES ACTIVE PARVO CASES 
CURRENTLY IN THE CURRENTLY IN THE 

HAURAKI AREAHAURAKI AREA

Thames  623 Pollen St, 07 868 7005 
Ngatea  49 Orchard Rd, 07 867 7256
Te Kauwhata  22 Main Rd, 07 826 3581 
Maramarua  515 Ferndale Rd, 09 232 5891
Paeroa  39 Belmont Rd, 07 862 8815
Te Aroha 60 Rewi St, 07 884 8014

Authorised by Scott Simpson, 
614 Pollen St, Thames.  

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

0800 550 330
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpson.co.nz

 scottsimpsonmp

Contact me anytime

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

“Advertising in the Valley Profile 
has been enormously beneficial 
for Providence Pantry as the public 
read the paper.
The response is significant. It 
certainly increases turnover and 
visibility.

- Rensha Bouwer 

Back the local paper 
that’s read cover to cover!
We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified, 

display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

Fatal fi re at boarding house in Paeroa
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profi le series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

A noise in the middle of a 
February night in 1912 

woke John Crosby. 
He looked out the window 

of the Paeroa boarding house 
owned by his father but seeing 
nothing, got back into bed.

Almost immediately he 
heard someone shout “Fire!” 

Opening the door he found 
the passage full of smoke. He 
ran out, coming across Tony 
Lupes who told him it seemed 
the fi re was in George ‘Scotty’ 
Preston’s room. 

Together they tried to en-
ter Scotty’s room, but fl ames 

The ruins of the Royal Mail Boarding House.                    Photo: SUPPLIED

came forth in great sheets 
and the room was black with 
smoke.

Tony ran from room to room 
rousing the occupants while 
John rang the fi re bell. John 
went back and up the stairs, 
but was unable to get to the 
top. He helped Mrs Flett down 
just as one of the ceilings began 
to fall. In less than fi ve minutes 
the whole place was a blazing 
inferno.

Crosby’s boarding house was 
formerly the Royal Mail ho-
tel closed by prohibition three 
years earlier. Now used as ac-
commodation, it had just over 
40 rooms in which about thirty 
people, including some chil-
dren, slept. Many had come 
that night from the Premier 
Picnic in Auckland.

Now lodgers were rushing 
about in their night clothes. 
There was a scramble for the 
stairway and most escaped this 
way out on to the road. 

One young woman, cut off  
from the stairs by the fl ames, 
used a rope to pluckily make 
her way down the outside of the 
building. Other boarders also 

found themselves in a perilous 
plight but soon everyone was 
assembled on the road outside 
the building, except 33-year-
old Scotty Preston. It was hope-
less to try and get back into the 
building again.

Within minutes, the Paeroa 
Fire Brigade was on the scene 
but the water pressure was 
poor. The heat was intense, and 

although the fi remen worked 
gallantly they had no chance 
against the devouring fl ames.

Medhurst’s stables, alongside 
the end of the burning hotel, 
soon caught fi re; fortunately all 
the buggies, coaches and hors-
es were removed. 

On the opposite side of the 
road, buildings were scorched 
and started to smoke in the 

heat which was so great that 
one of the fi remen at a fi re plug 
in Wharf St had to have a con-
stant stream of water playing 
on him to prevent his clothes 
from catching fi re. Within an 
hour and a half the boarding 
house was entirely consumed.

Around 5am the body of 
Scotty Preston was found. The 
noise that woke John Crosby 
he now believed to be Scotty 
trying to put the fi re out.

Scotty had not been in Paeroa 
long. The Scotchman was for-
merly on the sea and held a 
marine engineer’s certifi cate. 
He had been second engineer 
at the Waihi Paeroa Gold Ex-
traction Company for about six 
months. He had been lodging 
at Crosby’s boarding house for 
some four or fi ve months. 

An inquest found 
that George Preston was acci-
dentally killed in a fi re which 
destroyed the Royal Mail Hotel 
and that the fi re originated in 
or near his room. 

George, a single man, had no 
known relatives in the country. 
He was buried at Pukerimu 
cemetery, Paeroa.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

Workload Overload means

We need a Mechanically Minded Person

Any age considered

Apprenticeship possibilities

Apply with your CV to miles@hpmotors.co.nz 

Working on a wide range of...

Qualifi ed is a bonus

motorbikes
small engines

lawn mowers
pumps etc & even in 

parts & services

RuralRural LifeLife
$25m for rural cyclone recovery ‘wasn’t huge’
A $25 million support pack-

age for those in the rural 
sector aff ected by Cyclone Ga-
brielle “wasn’t huge” given the 
scale of the damage, the Rural 
Support Trust says.

The government last week 
announced $25 million in 
grants to help with recovery 
eff orts for farmers, growers, 
whenua Māori owners, and 
rural communities who were 
signifi cantly aff ected by the cy-
clone in mid-February.

Waikato Hauraki Coroman-
del Rural Support Trust chair-
person Neil Bateup told The 
Profi le the funding was a “good 
opportunity” for the rural sec-
tor but it “wasn’t huge” given 
the scale of the clean up.

“It’s just a general pool, any-
one from anywhere will be able 
to fi ll the application form and 
send it in and they’ll all be as-
sessed somewhere in Wel-
lington but it’s not specifi c to 
regions, just available to any-
one who has been aff ected,” he 
said.

Those in the rural sector 
can apply for cyclone recovery 
grants through the Ministry for 
Primary Industries.

Grants are available for 
growers of $2000 per hectare 
up to a maximum of $40,000 
to remove silt from trees and 
vines, support the clean-up, 
and minimise tree and vine 
losses; and also for pastoral 

and arable farmers of up to 
$10,000 to help initial recov-
ery on-farm, such as repairs to 
stock-water infrastructure for 
stock and fencing. 

The Rural Support Trust held 
a fl ood recovery and support 
information session at Hikutaia 
Hall on February 23.

Rural Support facilitator Sam 
Owen, who hosted the event, 
said around 40 dairy, drystock 

and beef farmers attended from 
as far away as Whangamatā.

“They all wanted to know 
some information that they 
would love to explore further,” 
he said.

“A lot were slowly getting on 
top of the workload, a few are 
still trying to grasp the scale 
of the damage they’ve got and 
working out what steps to take 
next… and a few of them were 

feeling for the guys in Hawke’s 
Bay and wondering what they 
could do to help them.”

Mr Bateup said the trust was 
currently supporting Hauraki-
Coromandel farmers who had 
to rehome their animals after 
the fl oods and were in need of 
feed.

“There have been a couple of 
farms who have had to rehome 
their animals because their 

farms were fl ooded and other 
farmers have taken their ani-
mals in and looked after them 
until such time they can go 
back to their farms that they 
belong to,” he said.

“I’m aware there’s also some 
feed being donated and that 
will be needed for some peo-
ple to actually get through 
this pinch if they had fl ooded 
farms.”

Mr Bateup said more genera-
tors were needed for farmers 
during weather events.

While the Hauraki-Coro-
mandel rural community sup-
ported each other amid the 
fl oods, there was a shortage of 
generators to keep businesses 
operating, he said.

“The issue is obviously up the 
Coromandel with access and 
power and I’m aware that there 
were generators being shared 
around three or four farms to 
get cows milked… which is re-
ally good,” he said.

“But there probably weren’t 
enough generators and I think 
that’s something the farming 
industry needs to look at going 
forward.

“Farmers need to have a gen-
erator or a generator to share 
amongst three or four so if 
these things were to happen, 
there’s a way to keep the busi-
ness ticking over.”
DETAILS: For more informati on 
contact Rural Support Trust: 0800 
787 254. To apply for a grant vis-
it: www.mpi.govt.nz.

By GORDON PREECE Feds: Army must deploy to rural communi� es
Federated Farmers has called on 

the government to deploy the 
army to deter crime in rural areas 
of Coromandel, East Cape and 
Hawke’s Bay.

Chief execu� ve Terry Copeland 
said the army was present 
following the Christchurch 
earthquake, which established 
a threshold now crossed by the 
crime and fear plaguing the fl ood 
hit regions.

Copeland was in the Hawke’s 
Bay over the past few days and 
met plenty of people who were 
cleaning up fl ood damage.  Many 
had grave fears for the safety of 
themselves and property.

“People outside the region 
have li� le awareness of the dire 
situa� on. The criminal element 
is opera� ng and in� mida� ng in 
isolated rural and farming areas, 
and a percep� on is not enough is 
being done to rein them in.

“The Police are doing an 
awesome and much appreciated 

job. But the army would increase 
the reach of State authority and 
support to rural areas.”

Copeland said there was 
no need for curfews or army 
enforcement powers, and the 
army could travel isolated regions, 
to make itself available as the 
communi� es requested. “Rural 
communi� es are � ght knit and 

self-reliant, but they could do with 
the reassurance and support of 
the army’s neutral presence.

“Exhausted people in fl ood-hit 
areas are very vulnerable, and 
the State is not there with them 
at enough scale. They need the 
reassurance of the army presence, 
and criminals need the army to 
deter them.”
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Incredible opportunities at Lakeside Development.  More packages available!

We’ve been building quality homes for NZ families for over 30 years!  
We are the industry leaders in steel framed home construction.

Talk to our experienced team today to explore your opportunities! 

Call Nicole:  021 889 182  |  nicole.jenkins@goldenhomes.co.nz    

Lakeside Development!
House & Land Packages - With amazing amenities within Lakeside! 

3 Bittern Road $874,000

$889,000

Visit goldenhomes.co.nz

Scan the QR codes to view these properties on our website!

20 Pa Ariki Road 2 Pourewa St

$851,000$789,000

Just 35 mins to Hamilton or Auckland!

These homes will give Kiwis a neighbourhood they can call their own at a price they can afford. They’ll enjoy 
brand-new, quality homes with their own backyards, where they can put down roots and be part of a great 
community.

OUR NEW LAKESIDE SHOWHOME IS ALMOST READY! 8 CRAKE STREET, LAKESIDE DEVELOPMENT.

Lakeside’s location combines the best of town and country living, with brand-new homes in a picturesque 
setting, close to an established, friendly rural town. Te Kauwhata is a strong community with excellent local
 services and amenities. Lakeside is commuting distance to employment hubs in Manukau, Mt Wellington, 
Auckland airport, Hamilton, Pukekohe and the newly approved Ohinewai Sleepyhead Industrial park. 
Don’t miss out!



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     March 1, 2023, THE VALLEY PROFILE 13

An easy 30-minute drive from downtown Hamilton, Lockerbie Estate is perfect for people who want 
to stay connected to Hamilton but live in a small town where the sense of community is strong. 
Easy, stress-free small town life combined with the low maintenance requirements of a new home 
means you’ll have more time to enjoy your family and travel time! Enjoy a relaxed GO lifestyle and 
achieve the kind of balance we all want in our life, connected to the city and our community.

We’ve been building quality homes for NZ families for over 30 years!  
We are the industry leaders in steel framed home construction.

Lock Up & Leave Lifestyle! 

123 Crawford Lane $739,227

$889,000

Scan the QR codes to view these properties in more detail!

118 Barberry Dr 121 Evergreen Parade

$772,254$770,455

House & Land Packages - With great amenities within Lockerbie Estate! 

 VISIT OUR LOCKERBIE SHOWHOME! 110 FAIRWAY DRIVE, LOCKERBIE ESTATE, MORRINSVILLE

Wed & Thurs:  11am - 4pm       Sundays: 11:30am - 3:30pm 

Call Gary: 021 910 139  |  gary.reid@goldenhomes.co.nz  

Call Maree: 027 316 55 99  |  maree.knudsen@goldenhomes.co.nz  

12 months FREE storage for 
your motorhome or boat!

PLUS - We’ll pay for your motorhome or boat to be stored safely for 12 months!

Talk to our experienced team today to explore your opportunities! 

T’s&C’s apply
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Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the 
heart of Coromandel”  

558 Pollen St, Thames.  Phone 868 6105       www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames        Instagram@walter_andco

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing

I entered this year with such ex-
citement for the year to come. 

It had been a tough few years for 
most of us and it felt like that sea-
son had come to an end. 

It looked like we had a clear run 
to start the year well. And then 
the weather hit. We have been so 
fortunate in our region compared 
to what is being experienced in 
the Hawke’s Bay. Yet, there has 
no doubt been tragedy and strug-
gle in our own back yard. 

What I have observed however 
is the resilience we see, that often 
surprises us. The news we are 
hearing and reports from friends 
and family on the East Coast is 
heart breaking. And yet we see a 
deep community resilience that 
stares tragedy in the face and re-

We are resilient together

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION fuses to stay down.
In the past 10 years we have 

seen earthquakes, the mosque 
shooting, fi res, Covid-19, fl ood-
ing and slips. And we have seen  
people come together, neighbour 
helping neighbour. A region, or 
nation called to action, called to 
stand united.

When we experience pain, trag-
edy, even trauma as a collective, 
we stand as a collective. There is 
something about knowing that 
everyone else is in mud with me. 
There is a greater strength know-
ing that we are not alone, that we 
stand together.

I would argue that a huge part 
of the resilience of a person, and 
research would support this,  
comes from the community we 
have around us. When a person 
experiences tragedy or trauma 
in isolation, however, it becomes 
very hard to get back up and lean 
into the pain.

Just this week in our Thrive 
resilience program we explored 
this idea. We invited a student to 
walk around a rope while being 
supported by the class holding 
the rope in a circle. 

Each student had a role to play, 
refl ecting the connections of the 
young person - mum, dad, broth-
er, sister, pet, class mates, sports 
team and so on. 

As the student walked around 

the rope, we then began to tell 
a story that saw certain aspects 
of the circle let go, until eventu-
ally only a handful of students 
remained as support. 

And we asked the question to 
students: “who are the key people 
in your life that can hold you up 
when things get tough?” 

In these trying times we fi nd 
ourselves in, there are people in 
our community who are needing 
support right now. 

We have people who have in-
deed lost their homes or loved 
ones. And now is the time to reach 
out and show others they are not 
alone in their pain. Because the 
greatest resilience comes from 
community.

Something valuable for us each 
to consider is what does our cir-
cle of support look like. Consider 
drawing or writing it down while 
you are healthy and well.

Consider who you would lean 
on, and who will lean on you. 
When we are consciously aware 
of who is in our circle, and talk 
about it with each other, it be-
comes easier to ask for help when 
we need it.

Because the reality is that no 
one is an island, and we need 
each other more than we care to 
admit.

- Michael Wilkes is a Living Well 
Trust Youth Worker

Introducing New Staff 
We are thrilled to welcome our 
new Nurse Prescriber Nadia Mal-
loy, who has recently joined the
Team at Health Ngatea. She comes 
to us with 20 years of nursing ex-
perience, and has recently com-
pleted her Nurse Prescribing Post 
Graduate Diploma. The last 10 
years of Nadia’s career have seen 
her working locally amongst our 
communi� es. Married with two 
teenage daughters, Nadia enjoys 
surfi ng, camping and hiking.

As of Wednesday, February 15, 
we are really happy to have the re-
newed services here at the Prac-
� ce of our HIP ( Health Improve-
ment Prac� � oner) Issac and his 
associate Coach, Graham. They 
work collabora� vely as our HIP 
Team and appointments are made 
through a Clinical referral and hav-
ing had prior assessment.

Government changes to CBAC 
(Community Based Assessment 
Centre). We have held these 
Clinics Monday to Friday for as-
sessing pa� ents with respiratory 
symptoms for the last 2.5 years 
and are con� nuing this service.

We have received no� fi ca� on 
that the government will no long-
er fund this and all costs involved 
will now have to be passed on to 
the pa� ent. The cost will be the 
same as you pay for a general 
consulta� on. We can share more 
informa� on as it comes to hand.
Take care of each other and stay 
safe.

- Supplied by Health Ngatea.

New staff  at Health Ngatea

Health warning for water
The Te Whatu Ora Public Health 
Unit for Waikato is reminding peo-
ple with their own drinking water 
supply to make sure it’s safe follow-
ing recent weather events.

For those on tank water, it is im-
portant to check for any foreign 
ma� ers that may have been drawn 
into the tank and are poten� ally 
contamina� ng the water within 
the tank. To disinfect your tank use 
household plain bleach (not scent-
ed varie� es). Leave untouched for 
24 hours to allow the chlorine to 

work, the health agency says.
If you collect drinking water from 

your roof, it’s advised to check the 
gu� ers for any debris that may have 
become lodged in the spou� ng. All 
spou� ng needs to be clean and the 
roof itself checked for any debris, 
sediment or animal excrement. 

For those sourcing water from 
a stream or spring, ensure an ad-
equate form of treatment is in place 
such as fi lters and  ultraviolent dis-
infec� on lights, which may need 
changing or cleaning.

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Book your adver� sement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six 
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
Ph 022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofi le.co.nz

BOOK THIS 
SPACE!

Terms & Condi� ons apply

SPECIAL

OFFER!
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201 Pollen St • www.saundersmitsubishi.co.nz
A/h: Warren Hurley 021 941 963 

Paul Saunders 021 220 00980800 11 11 10

NEW MITSUBISHI 
ECLIPSE CROSS PHEV 

 • 2.1L/100KM’S
• 2 X ELECTRIC MOTORS

from 
$52,990 
plus on road costs

Saunders Mitsubishi

Vehicle is eligible for 
NZ Government 

Clean Car rebate of 

$5,750
See NZTA website for further details.IN STOCK NOW

SPORTS

Students show pride with their Māori and Tongan flags.                  Photos: TALLIS AUSTEN

Splash of Colour
Staff and Students of Paeroa College made the 

most of the perfect weather on February 10 
during their annual swimming sports competi-
tion. School spirit was on display in full swing 
as everyone dressed up in their respective house 
colours to cheer on those competing. Through-
out the day, students competed in a series of 
races and relays which gained them points for 
their houses. Later on, everyone had a bit of fun, 
with  “biggest splash” competitions and teacher 
relays, where staff got involved and went head 
to head with students to conclude the day with 
some friendly competitive spirit. Paeroa College 
student TALLIS AUSTEN captured the fun. 

Hayley Harris and Bronte Holden dress in green for Maru house. Jo Tuivavalagi launches into his lap of breaststroke.

Keegan Bradey voted best dressed year nine boy. Teachers time the swimmers.

Cooper Robinson finishes his race in the lead.

Best dressed males pose for a photo.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

HOUSEWASH
SOFT-WASH the exterior of your house, 

roof or pa� os, fences & driveways.
Cleaning, moss treatment & 
waterblas� ng for 25 years.

Also clean exterior windows.
Call 0800 737 777 or 

Anton direct on 027 313 4386
atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz

HOME MAINTENANCE  

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domes� c
Industrial
Commercial
New Installa� ons
Re-Inspec� ons
Electrical WOF’s
Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

ELECTRICIAN

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD
Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

FLOORING

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

GARDEN CARE SERVICES

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

HIRE CENTRE

(07) 867-7049

• Rural & Dairy

• Industrial

• Commercial

• Residential • Heat Pumps
• Service &
  Maintenance

ngatea@laserelectrical.co.nz

 ELECTRICIAN

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST
We solve your tree problems 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding   
Pruning • Clearing • Storm Clean Up

Qualifi ed, experienced, 
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today 

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

ARBORIST

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• Caravan e-wofs
• Home and Business 
   electrical inspec� ons 
• IQP emergency ligh� ng  
   inspec� ons

Servicing Hauraki, 
Coromandel and the 

Western Bay of Plenty

021 944 309 - ben@inspectrical.co.nz

ELECTICAL INSPECTOR

KITCHENS
Kitchens, Wardrobes, Laundries & other 

bespoke Interior Cabinetry
Quality Service & Products

Get in touch, we’d love to chat
WAIHI P: 027 426 9966
E:info@designxpressions.co.nz

KITCHENS

Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service

For Service That Counts
Matt: 0274 123 996

Whangamata/Thames/Coromandel Region
hydhosecompany@gmail.com

HYDRAULIC HOSES

Kitchens * Bathrooms * Pergolas * Fencing
Decks * Gibbing * Tiling * Landscaping
Home Maintenance and Much More ….

Your 1 Stop Shop – www.ptsnz.com
3 Coronation St, Paeroa Ph 0800 088 001

BUILDING SERVICES

HAIRCUTS
MEN

WOMEN
CHILDREN

APPOINTMENTS
NOT NEEDED

ACROSS FROM MITRE 10
POLLEN ST THAMES

HAIRDRESSER

EARTHWORKS 
SERVICES

GENERAL EARTHWORKS 
DRAINAGE 

CIVIL PROJECTS 
DRIVEWAYS AND ROADING 

AGRICULTURAL 
DOMESTIC SITES

“providing services
throughout the
auckland and 

waikato regions”

021 215 8704

flashexcavations.co.nz

flashexcavationsltd@gmail.com

Fast & Efficient

20 years of
experience

EXCAVATIONS

CALL THE EXPERTS

Professional Trade Services NZ (PTSNZ) 
based in Paeroa prides itself on the 

friendly, down-to-earth yet professional at-
titude it brings to the community.

Chief executive Muz Hintz established the 
company in 2018 to offer a maintenance, 
plumbing, electrical, landscaping, and build-
ing and renovation service for the wider Hau-
raki District, Thames, Waihī, Waihī Beach, 
Katikati, Te Aroha and Morrinsville.

“Our building and offi ces showcase ex-
amples of our work and we encourage our 
clients to come and view our display suites 
and sit and have a discussion about their 

needs in order to provide a stress-free expe-
rience” he said.

“We supply estimates for each job, this 
provides clients with a very clear vision of 
the costs involved in completing a job from 
start to fi nish, while being mindful of price 
increases and communicating this to clients.

“The success is due to ensuring we meet 
customer’s expectations and needs, our 
in-house procedures, the quality of our 
tradesmen’s work and effective and fl exible 
teamwork.”
Contact PTSNZ: 3 Coronation St, Paeroa, Ph: 
0800 088 001, email: offi ce@ptsnz.com.

Best advice for renovations
Muz Hintz says PTSNZ prides itself on its professionalism.                                     Photo: GORDON PREECE
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Gardening

Gardening

Grazing

Storage

Storage

Public Notice

Stump Grinding. All 
sizes, all areas. Free 
quote. Ph 021 060 
7659

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday March 
5th, 2pm Grahamstown 
Hall. Speaker: David 
Foster.

Church Notices

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. In-
sured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Handyman

Handyman Services

Wanted to Buy

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Situations 
Vacant

Public Notice

Situation Vacant

For Sale

For Sale

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. Call 
Trev 027 4076966

Motorcycles, 4 wheel-
ers & side x sides. 
Going or not. Phone 
027 216 6867. A1 Mo-
torcycles

Last month’s winner of  the lotto ticket was Martin 
Barber, who found Pete in the February 8th 

edition in the Valley Toyota advert. 
Go to page 2 for details on how to enter.

PAPER RUNNER
We have a vacancy for a paper runner in 

Thames  to deliver at the 
eastern end of Sealy and Richmond 

Streets area.
Please contact Geoff  via email 

admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz
 for more informati on.

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

WINDSCREENS

DEADLINEDEADLINE
We can take your classifi ed ads
 anytime before 1pm Mondays

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 PLUMBER STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building,
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

DOG TREATS
Thames Market Thames Market 
every Saturday...every Saturday...

Rain or ShineRain or Shine
E: debstra.dogs@gmail.comE: debstra.dogs@gmail.com
FB: FB: Deb’s Dog Treats‘n‘MeatsDeb’s Dog Treats‘n‘Meats  

PET FOOD

Wanted. Tip truck 
drivers. Full time 
positions. Hauraki area. 
Ph 027 490 5994

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years experience.
Short Back n Sides Ltd

We solve your 
stump problems.
027 439 0367

Heifer grazing available 
for 23-24 season. Keith 
Trembath, Ph 07 862 
6833

Hauraki District Council 
Meetings - March 2023

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice 
is hereby given that the following 
meetings will be held during the month 
of March 2023 in the Council Chamber, 
Hauraki House, William Street, Paeroa 
unless otherwise stated.
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Monday, 6 March 2023, 9.00am  
(if required)
Paeroa Ward Public Meeting
Tuesday, 7 March 2023, 5.30 - 7.30pm 
Paeroa War Memorial Hall Supper Room
Waihi Ward Public Meeting
Monday, 13 March 2023, 5.30 - 7.30pm  
Waihi Memorial Hall Supper Room
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Monday, 20 March 2023, 9.00am  
(if required)
Citizenship Ceremony
Wednesday, 29 March 2023, 8.30am 
Council Meeting
Wednesday, 29 March 2023, 9.30am
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Don’t 
nibble on kibble 
- gnaw on raw

Don’t 
nibble on kibble 
- gnaw on raw

K9 CUISINE

• Beef • Chicken • Goat • Horse 
• Lamb & Tripe • Meat Mixes 

• Specialty Mixes • Bones • Veal
E: mary@k9cuisine.co.nz

P: 027 221 2282
W: K9cuisine.co.nz • FREE Delivery •

PET FOOD

APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITY
We are seeking applicants that have a genuine 

interest in Engineering and/or the Marine industry.
Kopu Engineering, and the newly formed Kopu Ma-
rine are situated at Kopu, Thames and offer a wide 

range of general engineering, machining, fi tting, 
fabrication and marine work.  

Is this you-
Do you want to earn while you learn?

Are you committed to 3-4 years study?
Are you interested in mechanical subjects?

Do you have NCEA level 2 in Maths and English?
Do you have a current restricted or 

full NZ driver licence?

Work is varied and interesting and includes a wide 
range of engineering practices.  We have a great 

team of workers and great working conditions.
Apply to kopu@xtra.co.nz

VACANCIES
Due to increased work we have positions available.  

We are looking for trade qualifi ed Engineers or 
Journeymen.  We are looking for applicants with a 

genuine interest in Engineering 
to join our busy team.

Kopu Engineering is situated at Kopu, Thames, we 
offer a wide range of general engineering, 

machining, fi tting and fabrication work.  
Kopu Marine is a division of Kopu Engineering 

where we are also looking for keen experienced 
workers to work on large vessels we haul out such 
as mussel barges, aluminium welding experience 

and general marine work would 
be an advantage here.

Preference will be given to applicants with good 
work history and a proven ability 

to work unsupervised.  
Work is varied and interesting and includes a wide 
range of engineering practices.  We have a great 

team of workers and great working conditions. 
Apply to kopu@xtra.co.nz

Paeroa & District 
Historical Society

AGM
20th March, 1:30pm at

Paeroa Museum
37 Belmont Road

All welcome, tea and 
bikkies after

President Ron Tyrrell

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

Aluminium door, incl 
frame & side light, 
2.1hx1.250w, incl 
Schalge S6000 locking 
system, $2000. Ph 07 
867 5222

Infl atable dinghy, 
2.7 long OA, incl 2 HP 
Yamaha outboard. Both 
units used twice, $1000. 
Ph 07 867 5222

Air compressor and 
hose, $450. Ph 07 867 
5222
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Author intent on spelling out success
When it comes to spelling and 

reading, Thames author Jul-
ie Crimmins-Crocker is the most 
passionate person around. 

The  former teacher and deputy 
principal spent her career devel-
oping strategies to help her stu-
dents with the fundamental learn-
ing skills, culminating in a series 
of Learn to Spell puzzle resource 
books for teachers. 

“A particular passion of mine 
was spelling and literacy,” she 
said. “Every subject is easier when 
you can read - science, maths, eve-
rything.”

Julie said she initially designed 
the resources for use in her own 
classroom.  “[When you work with 
children] you know what works 
and what doesn’t work,” she said. 

Puzzles proved to be an excel-
lent way to motivate her students 
to learn, she said.

“You like them to really get en-
thused about reading. And spell-
ing can be tedious for some stu-
dents, you do it out of context. 
This was a fun way of learning.” 

She said the puzzles added re-
latable context, by using real sen-
tences and examples. The fl exible 
nature of the worksheets allowed 
her to cater to each child’s indi-
vidual needs without a lot of extra 
work for herself. One child could 
be given an accompanying word 
list or have some starter words 
fi lled out, while another group 
would be able to work collabora-
tively to help each other read the 
clues, for example. 

“They can tell if they’ve got the 

answer right or wrong and then 
they can mark it themselves as 
well,” she said. “Anecdotally, I’d 
say that it did improve their spell-
ing and their reading, and their 
motivation, their engagement.”

Each book is aimed at an age 
ranging from four to eleven, al-
though they also are useful for old-
er learners, including adults.

Julie based her resources around 
the method of phonics  - teaching 
the relationship between the writ-

ten letters and their sounds. 
“I think this idea of teaching 

phonics systematically but in con-
text is the way to go.”

She published her fi rst few books 
with Folens Publishing, which is 
now Harper-Collins, while living 
in England. She later emigrated to 
New Zealand, and now she is re-
tired, hopes to gain some interest 
for the newly modernised series 
here in New Zealand schools.

The Learn to Spell series has 

been designed with teachers’ needs 
in mind, with spiral-bound spines 
for easier photocopying, and PDFs 
versions available, she said.

“So these are really user-friendly 
for teachers,” she said. “And that’s 
why I did it fi rst of all, to make my 
life easier, to help them learn and 
to have fun doing it.”

Julie said she gets a great deal of 
enjoyment out of knowing others 
have used and loved her books. 

“It’s neat to help the students, 

help the teachers, for them to en-
joy doing it.” 

The Learn to Spell books are 
available in two series called Cross 
Spell Crosswords - Phonics and 
spelling and Practice with Puzzles 
- Phonics and spelling. They are 
available from Carson’s Bookshop 
in Thames, or from www.learnto-
spell.co.nz.

Author Julie Crimmins-
Crocker with her teaching 
resource books.  
             Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Rugby coaches enjoy course
Thames Valley Rugby Union host-
ed its annual World Rugby DRC 
Level 2 Coaching Course in Tairua 
on February 18-19.

A� er ini� al concern the course 
may be in doubt due to Cyclone 
Gabrielle, road closures involv-
ing slip and tree damage were 
remarkably cleaned up by some 
fantas� c work by our roading con-
tractors and the green light to go 
ahead was pushed.

In total, 16 amazing coaches 
from all over the region a� ended, 
travelling from Ngātea, Te Aroha, 
Whi� anga, Thames and Waihī re-
spec� vely. 

A mixture of coaches a� ended, 
from secondary school students, 
junior coaches, secondary school 
coaches, club coaches, females, 
males, young, old and people just 
wan� ng to make a diff erence in 
their community.

For a Heartland provincial un-
ion, this is a remarkable number 
of coaches who were willing to 
upskill and learn. To put this into 
perspec� ve, there were other pro-
vincial unions delivering the same 
course over the weekend such as 
Auckland (a much bigger union) 
and a combined Whanganui/Wai-
rarapa Bush/Horowhenua Kapi� , 
which had fewer par� cipants.

Over the weekend, coaches 
were educated on topics such as 
values and philosophies, plan-
ning, a� ack and defence systems, 
game analysis, principles of play, 

The level 2 coaching group.                Photos: SUPPLIED        A lineout session takes place.

VALLEY RUGBY

culture, selec� on processes and 
more.

Because of the loca� on, par-
� cipants were lucky enough get 
down to the beach for a set piece 
session.

A mixture of in the classroom 
and on the fi eld ac� vi� es kept 
coaches engaged throughout the 
two days, and some much-need-
ed Vitamin D meant the sunblock 
had to be applied. Throughout the 
presenta� ons, endless amounts of 
beau� ful food and drink were con-
sumed and a nice Saturday night 
in Tairua town was on everyone’s 
mind. Pizzas and chips from Ma-

naia Café & Bar went down a treat, 
and so did the cold beverages 
which were on ice.

A big thank you must also go 
to our fi ve Coach Educators and 
Tairua Rugby & Sports Club who 
put on an amazing show of fun 
and games. Our educators did an 
amazing job engaging our coaches, 
delivering a professional approach 
and showing the vision of Thames 
Valley Rugby. 

Coaches have said that they felt 
“inspired”, “encouraged”, “hon-
oured” and “made a number of 
life-long friendships”.

From this course, the 16 coaches 

now head away to their respec� ve 
clubs and schools. To complete 
the course, they must create a six-
week training programme, be ob-
served by one of our coach educa-
tors and also complete two online 
prerequisites.

These people will do an amaz-
ing job in our community, and we 
can’t wait for them to give 320 
players a quality experience and 
retaining them in our game. 

We have some amazing people 
in this region and this weekend 
amplifi ed that.

- Scott  Day, Thames Valley Rug-
by Union rugby manager

Hooray, the Waihi Bowling Club 
managed to get a fi ne day for 
our Open Triples tournament on 
Thursday, February 9, with six 
visi� ng teams and thanks to our 
sponsors Oceana Gold. 

The greens have se� led down 
and playing well thanks to some 
concentrated eff ort from our 
greenkeeper, Noel Rae, and help-
ers. First place: Judith Wilson 
with Barry and Garry. Second 
place was Arthur Thorburn with 
his Kerepēhi team, and third 
place was the Waihi Beach team 
skipped by Ann Murray. 

Earlier, on January 14, our Open 
Tournament was sponsored by 
Rick Perkinson and was won by 
John Lorimers composite team.

Second was Peter Glass com-
posite team, and third place went 
to Waihi Beach team with Gavin, 
Grant and Peter. In a generous 
touch, Rick gave a prize to each 
Skip to share with their team, and 
everyone enjoyed the camarade-
rie. 

We now have our Facebook 
page up and running for you to 
catch some photos and news 
we will be pos� ng on that. So all 
good, and goodbye to Gabrielle.

- Clare Boyd

WAIHI BOWLS

The Valley Profi le welcomes your sports reports and 
photos, email editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Open triples 
tournament 
kicks off 

A coaching planning session. 
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ACROSS 
1 Schematic drawing (7)
4 Disparagement of 

something one cannot
acquire (4,6) 

9 Glossy transparent paint (7)
13 Scarce (4)
14 Nautical yes (3,3) 
15  Human-like sculpture, 

model (6)
16 Seventh-heaven (7)
19 Laid waste to (10)
20 Congenial (8)
21 Thin porridge (5)
24 Food store (6) 
25 Gun kick (6)
27 Indirectly, sidelong (9)
32 Rascality (8)
33 Unit of current (6) 
34 Incapacitate (7)
38 French emperor (8) 
39 Long step (6) 
40 Haul (4) 
41 Wet (5) 
42 Tending to flow; liquid (5)
45 Accept or tolerate whether

or not you want to (4,2,2,4,2)

52 Make reference to (5)
55 X-rated (5) 
56 Monarch (4) 
57 Deserving (6)
58 Piling up (8) 
61 Implement (7) 
62 Keg (6) 
63 Bordering against (8)
66 Made right (9)
68 Incapable (6)
69 Smiles smugly (6)
73 Keen (5) 
74 Combined effort of a 

group (8) 
76 Not vowels (10)
81 Cheese type (7)
82 Small cave (6)
83 Tool for gripping (6)
84 Information (4) 
85 Endeavour (7) 
86 Everlastingness (10)
87 Netted (7)

DOWN 
1 Challenged (5)
2 Antbear (8)
3 Distress signal (6)
4 Proportion (5)
5 Expended (4)
6 Exuberantly joyful (7) 
7 Illicit sexual relationship (6) 
8 Goad (3,2)

10  Curve (4)
11  Without affectation (7)
12 Sibling (6)
17 In particular (10)
18 Knitting stitch (5)
22 Wedding paper (8) 
23 Glaringly vivid (5)
24 Novice (7)
26 Heroic narrative poem (4) 
28 Tedium (7)
29 Learning establishment 

(6) 
30 Charm (6) 
31 Drop steeply (6)
33 Spanish friend (5)
35 Saying (5)
36 Whirl (4) 
37 Japanese garment (4)

43 Modernise (6)
44 Synthetic fibre (5)
46 Eye part (4)
47 Etch (7)
48 Foil (6)
49 Bucolic (5)
50 Sudden violent 
      disturbance (8) 
51 Entices (6)
52 Bitterness, rancour (10)
53 Go bankrupt (4)
54 Gets back (7)
59 Journal (5)
60 Temporary period of calm 

(4) 
64 Played a role (5)
65 Sot (8) 
67 Late (7)
68 Strange (7)
70 Chaste (anag)(6)
71 Lowest (6) 
72 Fish hawk (6)
75 Unite (5) 
77 Yellow-green colour (5)
78 Sedate, decorous (5)
79 Buckle out of shape (4)
80 Exposed (4)
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 State, 4 Slip of the tongue, 14 Berth, 15 Trial, 16 Triple jump, 17 Tibia, 19 Pun, 20 
Remnant, 21 Eavesdrop, 22 Snatch, 25 Balalaika, 27 Ration, 28 Fracas, 33 Seismology, 35 Elf, 36
Sultan, 37 Laud, 39 Fat, 41 Bedouin, 42 Salami, 43 Rigmarole, 44 Ahead, 45 Dead heat, 50 On, 51 
Deceased, 55 Syrup, 58 Enigmatic, 59 Elixir, 60 Snigger, 61 Cur, 63 Lair, 64 Embark, 65 Apt, 66 
Cordon bleu, 68 Prefer, 69 Accuse, 71 Impartial, 76 Amazon, 77 Scorching, 79 Jugular, 81 Fad, 84 
Liken, 85 Equestrian, 86 Minus, 87 Calms, 88 Whiter than white, 89 Cycle. 

DOWN: 2 Tureen, 3 Train, 5 Lure, 6 Pep talk, 7 Feeler, 8 Hound, 9 Topmost, 10 Note, 11 Urbane, 12 
Graph, 13 Shyness, 14 Battery, 18 Antagonise, 23 Baton, 24 Bollard, 26 Abscond, 27 Ruffian, 29 
Chamois, 30 Severe, 31 Pedal, 32 Haggle, 34 Yuan, 36 Steel, 38 Dread, 40 Date, 45 Dwell, 46 Asinine, 
47 Hemp, 48 Autumn, 49 Trick, 50 Operate, 52 Consortium, 53 Algebra, 54 Eleven, 55 Scratch, 56 
Girth, 57 Zinc, 62 Break, 67 Details, 68 Perfect, 70 Unclear, 72 Monarch, 73 Hookah, 74 Chosen, 75 
Manual, 76 Adult, 78 Rough, 80 Unity, 82 Knot, 83 Daft.

ACROSS
1  Do something to 
hide one’s intentions 
(3,2,1,11)
10  Conversation (8)
15  Day nursery (6)
16  Restless desire to 
travel (10)
17  Displaying vigour, 
liveliness (8)
19  Clothes for newborn 
(7)
21  Whiskers (5)
22  Ill-judged, unwise (9)
25  Free from defect (9)
27  Never growing old 
(7)
29  Arm muscles (6)
33  Enraged (5)
34  Excessively 
ingratiating in manner (8)
36  Ghost (10)
39  Young child (3)
41  Submissive (7)
42  Rainwater channel 
(6)
43  Horse’s feet (6)
44  Overtake (4)
45  Mailers (anag)(7)
48  Cave projection (10)
53  Sunshade (7)
57  Throbbing pain (4)
58  Browbeat (6)
59  Dried grape (6)
60  Précis (7)
62  Pair (3)
64  Feelings of doubt 
about (10)
65  Blunt criticism (8)
66  Minimum (5)

69  Critical evaluation of 
a book, play (6)
70  Foils (7)
71  Invaluable (9)
76  Tureen lid (anag)(9)
77  Boggy area (5)
78  Russian tea urn (7)
83  Corner-to-corner 
line (8)
84  Funeral organiser 
(10)
85  Off course (6)
86  Steam-heated coffee 
(8)
87  Disappear 
completely without a 
trace (6,4,4,3)

DOWN
2  Imaginary (6)
3  Male relation (5)
4  Beer (3)
5  Scythed (4)
6  Doghouses (7)
7  Alcoholic drink (6)
8  Regulation (4)
9  Set of clothes worn 
together (8)
11  Hinder (6)
12  Voice box 
inflammation (10)
13  Hinged barrier (4)
14  Puts up with (7)
18  Assume beforehand 
(10)
20  Heel over (4)
23  Make less sharp (5)
24  Articles (anag)(8)
26  Advent (7)
28  Of the stomach (7)

30  Explosive exhalation 
(6)
31  Accommodation 
house (6)
32  Cosmetics (4-2)
35  Gibe (5)
37  Of the nose (5)
38  Positive quantity (4)
40  Siamese (4)
45  Brings up (5)
46  Sticky (8)
47  Short-sightedness 
(6)
48  Fortress (10)
49  Mimicked (4)
50  Tumbling athlete (7)
51  Petty details (6)
52  Use one’s mind (5)
54  Malarial fever (4)
55  Directionless (7)
56  Stampede (6)
61  Assign to a 
preconceived category 
(10)
63  Temporary repair (5)
67  Large neckerchief 
(8)
68  Supplication (4)
69  Remaining matter (7)
72  Small baking-serving 
dish (7)
73  Holds up (6)
74  Change around (6)
75  Hunting expedition 
(6)
79  Frequently (5)
80  Moist (4)
81  Food shop (4)
82  Threesome (4)
85  Tree (3)
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THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust

• Mobility Scooters 
• Wheelchairs • Walkers 

• Electric Lift Chairs

We do our best to source other products on request

3 years AA Membership on 
Goldfern Mobility scooters.  
Rescue/breakdown service only

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

607 Mackay St, Thames (Opposite the hospital) • Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 • E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am - 3pm, Friday 10am - 1pm - After hours by arrangement

SALES
SERVICE

HIRE

Total Mobility Scheme assessors
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SPORTS

Future pros visit Paeroa Golf Club
Five South Korean golf stu-

dents who have made 
Paeroa their home for the past 
three months will be leaving 
with a number of achievements, 
with one breaking a long-stand-
ing ladies course record by five 
shots. 

Teenagers Yul Park, Hayeon 
An, Seungyeon Shim, Seunggu 
Kang, and 12-year-old Shioh 
Heo arrived in the 
country with their 
professional golf 
coach, Hyunseung 
Kim, in December. 

They travelled 
to Paeroa and, to 
gain experience, 
joined the Paeroa 
Golf Club, as well 
as the Hauraki and 
Te Aroha clubs. 

For three months they have 
lived with Paeroa golf member 
John Saxon and his partner, 
Soon Duk Park, whose son is 
coach Hyunseung Kim. 

John said he was initially 
daunted by the idea of having 
five teenagers living under their 
roof.

“We don’t have a big house, 
but we have a nice caravan, so 
that solved that,” he said. 

“But we’d have them back, 

definitely.” 
John said the students’ rou-

tine typically consisted of wak-
ing up between 5.30am and 
6am, having breakfast, and get-
ting ready to head to the course 
on Rotokohu Rd, 6km from 
Paeroa’s town centre.

Usually, they’d play 18 holes 
of golf before returning home 
for lunch and a rest. 

At about 2.30pm, it’s back 
to the golf course for practice 
under the “watchful eye” of 

coach Kim, before 
the day comes to 
an end at about 
6:30pm. 

Club captain 
Colin Anderson 
told The Profile 
that the young 
players’ passion 
had been “an eye-
opener”.

“I get here fairly early most 
mornings and they’re already 
on the course,” he said. 

“They’re here all day and prac-
tise six days a week, and when 
they’re not here, they’ve been 
going to other tournaments.” 

Tournaments have been held 
in Rotorua, Taupo, New Plym-
outh, and Hastings, with the 
teens doing well in the Danny 
Lee Springfield Open 2023.

And back at their home course 
of Paeroa, Yul Park broke the 

The golf students from South Korea with their coach Hyunseung Kim, their hosts John Saxon and Soon Duk 
Park, and Paeroa Golf Club captain Colin Anderson.                             Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

ladies’ long-standing course re-
cord more than once. 

The record was a round of 
Gross 69, but Yul achieved a 
Gross 66 and a Gross 64. 

Colin and John said there 
was potential among the young 

players, and possible Lydia Kos 
in the making. 

The students and coach Kim 
will depart New Zealand on 
March 2 and said they were 
“very grateful” for the help and 
hospitality provided to them 

from the club.
DETAILS: Paeroa Golf Club wel-
comes new members of all ages. 
For info, visit www.paeroagolf.
co.nz

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“I get here fairly 
early most morn-
ings and they’re 
already on the 

course.”
- Colin Anderson


