
ISSUE 104   January 25, 2023

626 Pollen Street     07 868 6124

1OO% LOCALLY 
OWNED & OPERATED
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Phone us 
today 0800 4 MY BIN (0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash 
directly into landfi ll … that makes me see red! 

Well, it’s a no brainer … make the Smartest move, 
call the experts today, we know how to 

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.
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LOCAL NEWS & INFORMATION

A classical percussionist and a former ballerina will 
“amuse” their new community as they try to become 

farmers in Thames. 
Sarah Fitzsimons is the new owner of the Thames Hauraki 

Dance Theatre, formerly the Thames Hauraki Ballet Theatre, 
which had its base in Turua. 

Her husband is Jeremy Fitzsimons, the youngest son of the 
late Jeanette Fitzsimons, who was a former Green Party co-
leader and environmental trailblazer. 

She passed away in March, 2020, at the age of 75 after 
spending the day working on her farm up the Kauaeranga 
Valley. 

“We were very close to her and she spent a lot of time with 
us when she was in Parliament in Wellington, and we would 
come up every holidays,” Sarah told The Profi le. 

“We always said we would come help look after the farm 
when she and Harry were too old, and our plan was to do that 
in three year’s time, but when she passed so suddenly three 
years ago, we realised we needed to be there now.”

Sarah, who originally trained 
in Sydney before going on to 
the Royal Ballet School in 
London, emailed former 
Thames Hauraki Ballet 
Theatre owner Pauline 
Germon to ask about 
casual teaching 
positions.

An off er to 
instead buy 
the school was 
presented. 

“I said: ‘Okay, 
sure’ and we’ve 
been working on 
that the last 18 
months, and I hope 
now that I can hold 
[the studio] in the 
same acclaim she has 
for many years.” 

CLASSICAL TO COUNTRYCLASSICAL TO COUNTRY

CONTINUED ON P3

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Sarah, who originally trained 
in Sydney before going on to 
the Royal Ballet School in 
London, emailed former 
Thames Hauraki Ballet 
Theatre owner Pauline 
Germon to ask about 

months, and I hope 
now that I can hold 

same acclaim she has 

CONTINUED ON P3

Sarah Fitzsimons will open the 
doors to her new dance school 

on February 7. 
Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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           Chartered Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 
For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982
Approved agents for Inland Revenue 
Department
O�  ces in � ames & Coromandel Town

�

�
�

�

328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
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Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

CONTACT US

Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one 
of the display 

adver� sements in The Valley 
Profi le, then email admin@
valleyprofi le.co.nz with your 
full name and postal address, 
and the business name and 
page number of the ad by the 
following Monday to go in the 
draw to win a Lo� o � cket. Last 
issue it was in the Whyteline 
ad.

Looking for quality in 
garden tools, watering options 

and pest management?  

We have the advice and products you need to get the 
best from your garden all year round.

SEE MORE AT 
www.readbros.co.nz

308 Pollen St, Thames 
07 868 6608

COME AND SEE US 
for the latest products to care 
for gardens and outdoor areas

The Valley Profi le is delivered 
weekly to Hauraki Plains, 
Paeroa, Waihī, Thames, 

Thames Coast and surrounds, 
plus bulk distribu� on 

peninsula-wide. 
Our focus is 100% local 

community content. 
‘The paper people read’
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‘Booming’ Christmas trade at mall
Some retailers at Goldfi elds 

Shopping Centre have seen 
record increases in trade in 
what they say has been the 
“best” Christmas period.

Goldfi elds manager John 
Freer told The Profi le the mall 
community expected some-
thing special would happen for 
the December, 2022, shopping 
period, and that business own-
ers were “very happy” after a 
merry trade.

“Coming out of Covid, the 
general indications were that 
people were going to come and 
travel and have an enjoyable 
Christmas, and I think that’s 
refl ected in terms of the trad-
ing that we’ve experienced,” he 
said.

“McDonald’s are telling me 
their trading has exceeded 
previous Decembers and also, 
we’ve had the likes of The Ware-
house which has also reported 
really sound trading fi gures.” 

Mr Freer said more than 1.2 
million people visited the mall 
throughout the year, exceeding 
that of the previous two years. 

“So it’s not just about peo-
ple spending more money, it’s 
about the fact that we’ve had 
more people coming into the 
shopping centre.”

Mr Freer also congratulated 
the mall’s tenants on their suc-
cessful trade following what has 
been a “challenging year” due 
to staffi  ng and supply chain is-
sues.

“People have stepped up and 
it’s been quite impressive to 

see what has happened with the 
likes of the Warehouse who rely 
on a big staff . With McDonald’s, 
there’s a lot of people that have 
gone the extra mile to make sure 
the appropriate service is avail-
able.”

Boots ‘N’ All owner James 
O’Grady said the business he’s 
owned for 35 years was “boom-
ing” at Christmas, with a record 

$7500 made in one day.
“We sold out of a lot of stuff … 

business has been booming and 
at Christmas time our record 
was $6140 but it is now $7500, 
which is basically a whole week’s 
taking in one day,” he said.

“We get a lot of Aucklanders 
that come down and we get a lot 
of tourists who come to my shop 
every year from Australia, UK, 

America, and we target them 
as well; we buy extra stuff  in for 
them as well so we’re a bit of a 
destination shop.

“We’re looking forward to an-
other prosperous year again.

“We’ve gone into very good 
watches and we’re selling a lot of 
jewellery and we’ll keep trying 
new products and being good to 
our customers.”

By GORDON PREECE

Goldfi elds Shopping Centre manager John Freer congratulated the mall’s tenants on their successful 
Christmas trade.                                                                     Photo: GORDON PREECE
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Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

John Lennon 
short sleeve 

shirts 
in store now
 $139.00

50%
off.
Sanctuary
Ranges.

30%
off.
Design Mobel 
Vitality.

50%
off.
Serenity 
Essence.

30%
off.
Selected 
Sheet Sets.

30%
off.

20%
off.

Design Mobel 
Renew.

Serenity 
Peace.

UP TO

Wake up to 
better sleep.

24 months 
interest 
free.*
On purchases $999 & over ‘til 3.1.23.

The experts in sleep.
*O�er valid to 03.01.23 or while stocks last. Discount o�ers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. O�ers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other o�er. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in 

circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. *24 months interest free is available on in-store and online Q Card and Q Mastercard Long Term Finance (LTF) purchases $999 & over until 03.01.23. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account Fee, fees, Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. 
At end of interest free period, Q Mastercard Expired Promotional Rate or Q Card Standard Interest Rate of 27.99% p.a. applies. Minimum payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard Interest Rate applies to Standard Purchases af ter 3 months (Q Mastercard 
26.69% p.a. and Q Card 27.99% p.a). Rates and fees correct as at date of publication, subject to change. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the o�er and these Ts&Cs at any time without notice. Mastercard and the circles design are registered trademarks of Mastercard International Incorporated. See counter for full details.

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������    |  PH 07 868 6128

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD

Sarah moved to Wellington in 
2001 for a job teaching at the 
New Zealand School of Dance, 
and it was in the city where she 
met her future husband, Jer-
emy.

“My fl atmate was choreo-
graphing a show for [percus-
sion group] Strike, which my 
husband founded, and she said: 
‘The boys are all a bit poor, 
should we have them over for 
lasagne’… and that’s how we 
met.”

Now the two creatives will 
take on a diff erent challenge: 
learning the rural ropes from 
Jeanette’s husband, Harry 
Parke, at Pakaraka Farm.

“My husband is a classical 
percussionist and I’m a ballet 
teacher, and so we are going to 
amuse the community as we try 

to be farmers,” Sarah said with 
a laugh.

“The idea is that we somehow 
combine both, but that might 
be easier in our minds.”

Pakaraka Farm is an off -grid 
section, with 215 acres of di-
verse agro-ecological projects, 
including 180 acres of regener-
ating native bush.

It may be a stark contrast to 
the grand theatres Sarah has 
danced in, but she told The 
Profi le she was excited to be 
realising both her classical and 
country dreams.

“I’m really looking forward to 
having my own dance school; 
I’ve always wanted that,” she 
said. “I used to teach my sisters 
in the garage when I was little. 

“I’ve also always wanted to be 
closer to nature and live rurally, 
it’s just another dream I’ve al-
ways had, so we’re really lucky 

and privileged to follow on with 
what Jeanette and Harry have 
created.”

Sarah and Jeremy’s 15-year-
old daughter, Izzy, has also 
made the move up from Wel-
lington. Their son, Jasper, 17, is 
starting his tertiary education 
at Otago University. 

The family offi  cially moved 
to Thames on December 17, the 
date of Jeanette’s birthday, and 
Sarah will open the doors to her 
new dance school on February 
7. 

“I believe really strongly that 
dance should be for every-
one and it should be fun - all 
shapes, all sizes - and I’m really 
excited about that.”
DETAILS: For informati on about 
the theatre or to contact Sarah, 
visit: www.thdt.co.nz

Ballerina turns farmer
CONTINUED FROM P1

Sarah Fitzsimons, le� , and 
Pauline Germon, with the 
late Jeane� e Fitzsimons,  
inset.            Photos: SUPPLIED

‘Urgent’ roading 
upgrades needed

Thames-Coromandel’s May-
or has written to the Prime 

Minister’s offi  ce calling for 
long-term solutions to state 
highway “pressure points” that 
experience problems every 
time there’s heavy rain.

In the wake of Cyclone Hale, 
which caused damage through-
out the Coromandel Peninsula, 
Mayor Len Salt said he wrote 
“to the highest level of govern-
ment” - the offi  ce of the Prime 
Minister - to pitch the district’s 
case for urgent work on the 
peninsula’s state highways.

Mayor Salt said some roads 
were currently unable to with-
stand the regular storms the 
district faced. “I’ve also urged 
the government to prioritise 
funding for sealing the 309 and 
Tapu-Coroglen roads,” he said.

“When other roads close 
in bad weather, these nar-
row, winding gravel roads face 
pressures of traffi  c they’re not 
designed for – such as heavy 
trucks or cars towing caravans 
and boats,” he said.

“I’ve emphasised that it’s a 
crucial safety issue. We’ve done 
the feasibility studies and have 
the costings.”

Mayor Salt also said he has 

been keeping in touch with Ki-
eran McAnulty, the Minister 
for Emergency Management, 
on funding for the council’s 
long-term storm clean-up. 

Staff  were preparing fi nal 
costings for that, he said.

“Although it’s been a rough 
start to the year, we’re a resil-
ient lot.

“It’s great to see the return 
of summer and people getting 
a chance to get out and about 
and boost local businesses.”

Following the storm, a siz-
able crack appeared along the 
popular Kōpū-Hikuai Rd on 
State Highway 25A.  

The fi ssure is being closely 
monitored by Waka Kotahi 
New Zealand Transport Agen-
cy, and the road continues to 
be under stop-go management 
and closes overnight from 7pm. 

Thames-Coromandel District 
Council earlier said the high-
way could close again at any 
time if the condition of the road 
changes to make it unsafe.
DETAILS: Before travelling, check: 
www.journeys.nzta.govt.nz or Ph 
0800 44 44 49. Updates will also 
be posted on TCDC’s Facebook 
page.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

READ MORE: Concern over 
delays in clearing slips, P14
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Summer Kerbside Schedules
Our summer period of extra kerbside 
rubbish and recycling collections 
across most of the Coromandel ends 
on Friday 10 February. From Monday 
13 February we resume our regular 
non-summer collection schedule. Check the schedule 
for your area at

tcdc.govt.nz/kerbside
Our seven Refuse Transfer Stations (RTS) are open to 
extended operating hours until Sunday 19 February. 
From Monday 20 February they are open to their 
regular non-summer hours. Check the RTS locations 
and operating hours at

tcdc.govt.nz/rts

A word from our Thames Community 
Board Chair Adrian Catran JP: “One of my 
new year’s resolutions was to ensure that 
2023 is a year of progress for Thames. We’ve 
got a new team on the Board, and we’re 
extremely motivated to deliver results, bearing in mind 
we have less than a 1000 days to reset Thames.
We’ll be overseeing the work on Kōpū Marine and 
Business Precinct to open up new business opportunities 
and on Tōtara Valley infrastructure to bring much-needed 
housing to the area. We’ve defi nitely got some interesting 
challenges ahead in this tough economic climate. These 
include managing coastal erosion and fl ooding, and 
planning new sports facilities for the area. But we’re 
ready for these challenges and keen to listen to and 
represent the views of our ratepayers. To that end, we 
intend to have a monthly stall at the Thames market so 
you are able to share your thoughts with us.”
adrian.catran@council.tcdc.govt.nz

The Board’s next meeting is on Wednesday 
15 February 2023, at 10am in the Council off ices. 
To speak in the public forum, contact 
governance.services@tcdc.govt.nz
Agendas are published two working days before meetings 
at tcdc.govt.nz/meetings, where you’ll also fi nd 
recordings of each meeting.

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE

COROMANDELCOROMANDELOUR
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council 25 January, 2023

TC
DC

/2
31
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tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

Kerbside charges to change
Changes in our kerbside 
rubbish collection this year, 
when a di� erent provider 
takes over our solid waste 
services, is one of the big 
issues we’ll be publicly 
consulting on as part of 
developing our 2023-2024 
Annual Plan.
From 1 September 2023 the 
blue rubbish bags are going to 
be replaced with wheelie bins 
and we’ll also be introducing a 
kerbside household food 
waste collection.

How these changes are funded is currently being 
developed as part of the process of our Annual Plan, 
which sets out our project delivery and budgets for the 
next   nancial year (1 July 2023-30 June 2024).

Our Annual Plan 2023/24 is year three of our 2021-
2031 Long Term Plan (LTP). There will be public 
consultation to get your feedback on any changes that 
are signi  cantly di� erent to what we forecast in our LTP 
for 2023/24.

We’ll be asking for your feedback in March/April 
this year, and we’ll deliberate on submissions at our 
17 May meeting.

The   nal Annual Plan 2023/24 will be adopted at our 
Council’s meeting on 28 June.

Your Coromandel Tracks 
and Trails Guide
The updated edition of our popular Tracks and Trails 
Guide is now available free from information centres, 
public libraries and Council o�  ces.

The guide outlines a 
variety of walks and cycle 
trails across the district 
for all   tness levels. The 
mix of locations includes 
harbour and river 
margins, heritage town 
centres, playgrounds, 
busy working wharves 
and the Coromandel’s 
famous sandy beaches.

Most of the walks are 
short, easy excursions 
near our town centres, 
rather than more 
strenuous tramping 
routes. You can also check out mountain biking 
and cycling trails, ranging from family-friendly easy 
experiences to harder mountain biking trails.

The online version can be downloaded at 
tcdc.govt.nz/tracksandtrails

If you’re visiting the Coromandel these summer 
holidays, we have put everything you need to 

know about our services all on one handy page.

 tcdc.govt.nz/summerinfo

Check out changes to our 
Council services over summer.

Porritt Park upgrade
School children have 
been contributing 
their imaginative 
vision of what they 
want for Thames’ 
new Destination 
Playground at Porritt 
Park, through an 
art competition and 
organisers’ visits 
to schools.

The upgrade to the 
park, made possible 
by a large donation from a philanthropic couple, 
will mean that the park becomes a gathering place 
for families to travel to spend the whole day. It will 
re� ect the history of the area, introduce stronger, more 
challenging play equipment and provide enhanced 
accessible toilets for people with disabilities.

Fundraising is taking place to top up the last part of the 
funding needed to make the vision a reality. Look out 
for donation jars at local businesses.

It’s a joint project between Thames Business 
Association, which is overseeing the project, our 
Council, Nga-ti Maru, Future Landscapes designers, 
Changing Places and Rotary Charitable Trust. To get in 
touch or make a donation, email 
porrittparkproject@gmail.com

Save water 
this summer
Even though we’ve had a lot of 
rain in the past few months, we face increased 
demand for water over our busy summer period. 
Water is a precious resource and we’re asking 
households to please be mindful of water use 
so that we can ensure that our supply can be 
e� ectively managed in the months ahead.

Check out our handy water-saving tips at 
tcdc.govt.nz/savewater
Find out what level of water restrictions are in 
place locally at tcdc.govt.nz/waterrestrictions
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2016 Suzuki Vitara Ltd
4WD, 1.6Ltr Auto, Top of Range, NZ New

   

$19,990

2018 Honda Jazz RS
Manual 6 Speed, Low kms, NZ New

$17,990
 

2014 Mercedes A180
Auto, Low 22kms, As New Condition

$19,990
 

2009 Suzuki Swift
Auto, Well Maintained, 
Excellent Condition

$6,990
 ONLY

2014 Mazda CX-5
Auto, Diesel, NZ New, Best Example

 
$13,990

����� �� 

2009 Toyota Rav-4
2.4Ltr, Auto, 4WD 2.0Ltr, NZ New

$11,990
 

2015 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto 2WD, Alloys, Low 80km, 
Superb

$15,990

2017 Mitsubishi Mirage
Auto, Very Low kms, Gas Saver

   
$11,990

Short plays an outlet for up-and-comers
A series of short plays coming 

to audiences in March will 
give emerging directors a plat-
form to showcase their talents, 
while dealing with topics such 
as menopause, trauma, and lost 
hopes and dreams.

Thames Music and Drama 
will showcase Emergence be-
tween March 17-19, consisting 
of four short, original plays by 
up-and-coming directors.

Thames MAD president Di-
ane Connors said the event was 
a concept put forward by one of 
its committee members, Asha 
Peppiatt, keen to mentor any-
one interested in learning about 
the skills and techniques of di-
recting.  

“The MAD committee are 
constantly searching for ways to 
provide the means of facilitating 
the development of stagecraft – 
not just on stage but in many of 
the other extremely important 
roles that make up the produc-
tion team.  It’s all part of our 
succession plan,” she said.

“There is a lot to directing 
– so many facets. The short 
play is a good place to start; al-
though, staging four short plays 
in one sitting means they all 
have to make some concessions 
and think creatively about their 
sets.”

Each piece will be between 
20-30 minutes long and will be 
put on stage by Laura Hamilton, 
Peter Marshall, David Bull, and 

Erin Wigly - who will be show-
casing The Change, a play writ-
ten by Diane. It highlights the 
challenges women face when 
going through menopause – but 
from a male perspective. 

“Menopause is something 
I have been experiencing for 
a few years now. I felt like it 
needed more air time, as no one 
seems to talk about it, yet half 
the population goes through it,” 

Diane told The Profile.
“I decided to have the men 

share their experiences with 
watching mothers, wives, part-
ners go through “the change” 
to [provide] a different perspec-

From front of stage to behind the scenes, Erin Wigley and David Bull turn their hand to directing.                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                         Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

tive; a little twist in the tale… 
and partly to not make it a play 
about women complaining 
about their symptoms.”

Diane said Emergence had 
been “such a collaboration”, 
and an opportunity for artists 
to tackle more sensitive topics. 

The other three plays tell the 
story of a middle aged woman 
recovering in hospital from an 
eating disorder; a mid 30s fe-
male describing her experience 
in the aftermath of a sexual as-
sault; and men dealing with 
their own personal disappoint-
ment of lost hopes and dreams.

“It is just brilliant to be able to  
encourage, support, and profile 
local writers and stage stories 
that no-one else has seen yet,” 
Diane said. 

“This will be their world de-
but.”

Auditions for two of the plays 
- The Change and Best Laid 
Plans by David Bull - take place 
this weekend, and Thames 
MAD is encouraging anyone 
keen to perhaps fufill a New 
Year’s resolution and act on 
stage for the first time to get in 
touch. 
DETAILS: The Change auditions: 
Saturday, January 28, 1pm-3pm, 
contact Erin, Ph 027 449 4740.  
Best Laid Plans auditions: Satur-
day, January 28, 3pm-5pm, con-
tact David, Ph 0204 137 6534. All 
auditions will be held at the Tara-
ru Rooms, 604 Tararu Rd, Thames.

ENTERTAINMENT
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PROGRAMMES 
AVAILABLE FOR 2023

www.valleyeduca� on.co.nz

Valley Educa� on

07 868 7892 
027 314 1577

Call or 
text us

free courses • free transport

If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these 
are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how 
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2, 
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua  (15 weeks) 

Horticulture Level 3 (29 weeks)

Health & Well Being Level 3

Prep for Success

We also off er some fee paying short programmes – Barista and 
Defensive driving lessons and Learners courses 

Call us for pricing. 

Do   
EYE STRAINEYE STRAIN
Do you have any of the following 

symptoms when using a 
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa� gue • Light sensi� vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina� on 

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the diff erence

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Passengers debark in Paeroa

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.
1873

The Ohinemuri sports at the 
Paeroa race course had at-

tracted a large gathering and 
shortly after noon, the smoke of 
an approaching steamer indicat-
ed the influx of expected visitors.

The Enterprise No. 2 was the 
first to steam round the bend of 
the river and make fast along-
side the bank. From her crowd-
ed deck and bridge about 200 
passengers landed. 

The Enterprise was followed 
by the Lalla Rookh, which land-
ed at the same spot. The Effort 
was also in company with the 
Lalla Rookh and she landed 
opposite the Māori  settlement 
from where it was only a short 
walk to the race course which 
had been cleared of thick fern 
and tea tree making it a most 
suitable sports ground.
VISITOR NOT IMPRESSED
Thames did not impress a Can-
terbury settler who arrived by 
steamer and was then transport-
ed along a cheaply constructed 
railway.

The town looked like a manu-
facturing one, with many chim-

Enterprise No. 2 visited Paeroa in 1873.                      Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

neys belching black smoke. Min-
ing machinery went night and 
day, disturbing sleep. The town 
was not handsome, the main 
street being two muddy miles 
long. Trolleys and tramways in-
tersected the streets everywhere 
and the footpaths were made of 
planks. The buildings reminded 
one of Christchurch 15 years ear-
lier. The mining batteries and 
pumps were well worth a visit, 
but the owners would not let a 
visitor take the smallest piece of 
stone despite there being tons of 
it. A great many mines refused to 
admit reporters, which made the 
newspapers indignant. The Can-
tabrian was glad to leave the city 
of gold, noise, mud and get back 
to Auckland.

Another visitor scoffed at the 
name the Thames ‘Goldfield’ 
when in reality it was the Thames 
‘Gold Hill’ – all the mines being 
in the hills. The miner’s looked 
whitewashed and most of them 
were single - they either did not 
make enough wages to support 
a wife, or did not feel inclined 
to enter the married state while 
they were working underground.

The Auckland City Market at-

tracted stall holders from around 
the district including F Scheirl 
from Miranda who exhibited 
ironstone, coal and pig iron. The 
brilliantly illuminated market 
looked quite the thing to a back 
country settler. 
TRACK IN DISREPAIR
The bridle track between Hast-
ings (Tapu) and Waiomu was 
continually in a wretchedly mis-
erable state of repair, or rather 
no repair at all.

It was generously supplied 
with mud traps for bipeds and 
quadrupeds regularly snaring 
pedestrians and equestrians be-
tween Tapu and Grahamstown. 

Many accidents had occurred 
to men going to and from their 
work, particularly on dark 
nights. People attempting the 
journey had to wait until the 
tide was sufficiently low to en-
able them to go by the beach and 
avoid the track.

Women and children could not 
use it and many children were 
unable to attend school. There 
were no decent bridges over the 
Puru and Waiomu creeks which 
had to be crossed by wading 
through deep and rapid water.

Simpson down 
in caucus rank
Coromandel’s MP Scott Simp-

son is “more than happy” to 
be down eight places on the Na-
tional Party’s caucus rankings, 
in order for his fellow colleagues 
to “shine”. 

National leader Christopher 
Luxon last week announced a 
reshuffle of his MPs’ portfolios 
and rankings, with former lead-
er Todd Muller promoted up the 
list and picking up the Climate 
Change portfolio, which was 
held by Mr Simpson since 2021. 

Mr Simpson dropped from 
number 11 to 19 in the party’s 
rankings, but will continue his 
role as spokesperson for the en-
vironment, which he’s held since 
2017. He’s now also the Party’s 
spokesperson for Oceans and 
Fisheries, and Water.

“When people go up, it’s abso-
lutely always the case that some-
one goes down,” he told The Pro-
file, “and I’m more than happy to 
stand a little bit down in terms of 
allowing some of my other col-
leagues to shine in the spotlight, 
and I wish them all very well.” 

Mr Simpson said there was 
“logic” behind the portfolio 
changes, but that he was not go-
ing to lose his interest in climate 
issues “one little bit”. 

“Climate change affects every 
portfolio, and I’m going to con-
tinue to keep a very close watch 
on climate change issues, and 
climate policy,” he said. 

“To be in a National Party cau-
cus led by Christopher Luxon is 
a great privilege, a great honour, 
and I’m looking forward with ex-
citement for the year ahead and 
the roles I have now to get my 
teeth into.”

Meanwhile, Jacinda Ardern 
announced she would be resign-
ing from her role as the country’s 
Prime Minister, stepping down 
from the position no later than 
February 7.

Chris Hipkins will become 
New Zealand’s 41st Prime Min-
ister in her place, and while 
Mr Simpson thanked Jacinda 
Ardern for her service, he was 
sceptical of Chris Hipkins’ “track 
record”.

“He was an adroit manager of 
the processes during the Covid 
crisis, but his performance in the 
education portfolio and Police 
have been really inadequate,” he 
said. “Just because there’s been 
a change of face at the top of the 
Labour Party, doesn’t mean that 
the underlying issues with the 
current government have sud-
denly disappeared.”

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school holidays 
- art and craft, 

moving, table coverings 
and more .....
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2020 Toyota Hilux SR5 Cruiser, 2WD   $44,990

2019  Toyota Prado VX Ltd NZ new    $72,990

2019 Kia S­ nger,GT-T, 1 owner    $49,990

2019 Toyota RAV4 GX, 2.0Ltr    $34,990

2019  Toyota Corolla, GX, Hatch   $25,990

2018  Toyota Hilux, SR5, Auto, 2WD    $41,990

2017  Toyota CH-R, turbo,  3 to choose from $29,990

2017  Kia Sportage, NZ New     from $19,990

2017  Toyota Corolla, GLX, sedan,    $18,990

2016  Toyota Rav4, 2.0 ltr petrol    from $22,990

2022  Kia Sportage Lx+ 2.0P 2WD NZ New, Towbar $39,990

2019 Toyota Yaris GX 1.3P    $19,990

2018  Toyota Hilux SR5, 2.8TD, 4WD, 6AT   $48,990

2018  Toyota Rav4 GX 2.5P AWD SIGNATURE CLASS $34,290

2017 Nissan Navara ST 2.3D 2.WD 6MT   $29,990

2017  Toyota Corolla GLX, 1.8P H/Back, Alloys, Auto $21,990

2016  Toyota Hilux S 2.8D 5MT 2WD    $32,990

2015  Toyota Aqua 1.5P Hybrid    $14,990

2014  Toyota Hilux 3.0TD, DCC, 4WD, 5AT   $32,990

Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950

Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564
Christo Carstens 021 025 30264

Finance -         Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674
Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance -          Kent Ravenhill  027 878 0642

FROM $20,990

*Special Recommended Retail Price (SRRP) is available for a limited time or while stocks last. The Kia 5 Year Warranty Programme runs for 5 years or up to 100,000 kms (whichever occurs first). All other on road costs (ORC) are additional. Terms and Conditions apply, 
see Kia co nz for full details

LX 2.0L Petrol
Kia Seltos

Features include:
僅 2.0L DOHC MPI D-CVVT Petrol Engine
僅 Intelligent Variable Transmission (IVT)
僅 Front Wheel Drive
僅 16” Alloys
僅 5 Star ANCAP Rating (2019 Standard)
僅  Autonomous Emergency Braking with Car 

& Pedestrian Detection
僅 Lane Keep Assist & Lane Follow Assist
僅 Driver Attention Alert
僅 Rear Seat Occupant Alert
僅 Tyre Pressure Monitoring System
僅 Front & Rear Parking Sensors
僅 Rearview Camera with Dynamic Guidelines
僅  Halogen Projection Front Headlamps
僅  8” Colour LCD Touchscreen 
僅  Supervision Basic Digital Cluster
僅  Wireless Apple CarPlayTM

& Android AutoTM

僅  Privacy Glass

MRP

$28,990+ORC*

Image is indicative only.

5 YEAR Warranty
Programme

(OR UP TO 100,000 KMS)

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

FROOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM $$$$22222222200000000000000000000000000000000000000000,,,99999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999900000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

LX 2.0L Petrol

Features incl
僅 2.0L DOHC 
僅 Intelligent V
僅 Front Whee
僅 16” Alloys
僅 5 Star ANCA
僅  Autonomou

& Pedestria
僅 Lane Keep A
僅 Driver Atten
僅 Rear Seat O
僅 Tyre Pressu
僅 Front & Rea
僅 Rearview C
僅  Halogen Pro
僅  8” Colour LC
僅 Supervision
僅 Wireless Ap

& Android A
僅  Privacy Gla

MRP

Image is indicative only.

5 YEAR Warranty
Programme

y

(OR UP TO 100,000 KMS)

5 YEAR Roadside
Assist

THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffi n 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz

2019 Toyota CH-R
Limited
NZ New

2022 Hilux SR
Extra Cab

EX-DEMO

THAMES PAEROA

$29,990 $66,990
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife

‘Life-long’ memories at Chester Farm
Generations of families have 

been taught by equestrian 
Greg Jamieson at the place he’s 
trotted for more than three dec-
ades. 

The owner of Chester Farm in 
the Maratoto Valley told The Pro-
fi le he sold the property in Decem-
ber, and said the fondest memories 
he’ll have after departing in March 
will be seeing the thrill people got 
from riding horses and camping.

“I know from when I was a kid 
and when I was a horse rider, a 
place like this would be a dream 
and the kids get lifelong childhood 
memories from here,” he said.

“They’ll ride their ponies in the 
morning and then when it gets hot 
they swim in the creek all day, and 
then at night they’re out there with 

their fl ashlights running round. 
“That’s the thing you remember 

as kids.”
Greg bought Chester Farm in 

partnership with his parents, Pat 
and Joe Jamieson, in 1991 when it 
was a 150 acre dairy farm. After 12 
years of milking cows, he moved to 
a Pukekohe property where he was 
a full time horseman.

He then returned to Chester 
Farm in 2010 and built a house, an 
arena and equestrian facilities.

“At the height of the busy times 
we were training over 100 horses a 
year, and on top of that, we would 
have clinics and camps where peo-
ple came and had riding lessons,” 
he said. 

“There would be 30 or 40 clin-
ics over a weekend and then we 
would have ongoing private les-
sons through the week as well, so 

it’s been a pretty busy place over 
the years.

“I was still a competitor during 
my time here, I think I produced 
three grand prix horses and the 
last horse I’ve got here now is Voll-
rath Cagall, who’s a retired stal-
lion, but he was my last grand prix 
horse.”

Greg said Chester Farm, which 
he named after the show jumping 
horse he rode for New Zealand 
called Chichester, also featured on 
the TV show, Country Calendar, 
in 2017 which roped in many visi-
tors.

“The episode was called Horse 
Talk and they showcased our 
equestrian business, and from that 
we got a lot of national recogni-
tion,” he said.

“We got 150 trampers from 
Auckland that year who camped 

down in the camping ground for 
ten days and they weren’t horsey 
people, they were just camping 
and there were four generations of 
families staying there.”

Greg said it was a “fairly hard 
decision” to sell Chester Farm but 
he did so to focus on his ConTact 
C.A.R.E business, which rehabili-
tates animals and people.

“I got to the point where I no 
longer needed farming facilities 
and horses for myself because I 
don’t ride horses anymore, and 
there’s more and more demand for 
ConTact C.A.R.E work,” he said.

“In the last couple of years I’ve 
been doing a lot of work in the 
lower North Island and relocating 
down to Kāpiti is a way of me tak-
ing myself and my work to a place 
where there’s limited opportuni-
ties for people to access ConTact 

C.A.R.E.
“I’ve had 31 years [at Chester 

Farm] and we’ve been able to off er 
a lot to the local equestrian com-
munity so I feel like I’ve had my 
money’s worth out of it and I’m 
looking forward to moving on to 
the next adventure.”

Greg said The Supported Life 
Style Hauraki Trust will take over 
Chester Farm in March and it 
plans to continue the legacy. 

“They’re looking to have the 
place still available for the com-
munity to hire the camps as part of 
their long term plan, which for me 
is the perfect scenario,” he said. 

“They want to keep the name 
and they recognise the signifi cance 
of Chichester and what that means 
to the farm and I’m excited and 
happy to hear how it’s going to be 
taken into the future.”

Greg said he would treasure people making 
memories at Chester Farm when he departs a� er 

31 years. INSET: Greg Jamieson compe� ng in 
showjumping.

Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

  DUNCAN       ECO SEEDER

$34,690 +GST

NEW
Duncan 

Eco Seeder

Trailed 18 
run complete 

with disc 
openers

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

FRANKLIN

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

With all the rain we’ve been having 
this month, I suspect that facial ec-

zema will be an issue earlier this season 
compared to the previous few.

As of early January, some areas in 
the region already had some high spore 
counts.  

Facial eczema is caused by a fungus 
(Pithomyces chartarum) that grows in 
the pasture, particularly ryegrass. Warm, 
humid weather provides perfect condi-
tions for fungal growth. 

The fungal spores contain a toxin (spo-
ridesmin) that causes liver damage. This 
damage means that the liver doesn’t 
function as well and byproducts in the 
cow (and sheep, alpacas and llama) that 
are normally dealt to by the liver can 
build up. 

Certain byproducts cause the cows to 
become very sensitive to light.

Signs of facial eczema to look out for 
include a drop in milk production, rest-
lessness and/or shade seeking, licking at 
udders and, in the worst aff ected cows, 
white-haired or hairless areas of skin be-
coming thickened, blistered, and peeling 
off . Not all animals with liver damage will 
show physical signs (subclinical disease). 
It is estimated that for every clinical case 
there will be 10 cows with subclinical fa-
cial eczema.

We monitor farms that regularly pro-
vide grass samples for spore counts dur-
ing the risk period. 

However, spore numbers can vary sig-
nifi cantly between neighbouring farms 
and even on the same farm.

If you have concerns about the spore 

Fighting facial 
eczema this season

RuralRural LifeLife

levels on your farm the best thing you can 
do is bring in a few handfuls of grass from 
your own paddock for testing. The main 
way to protect stock from facial eczema is 
to give them zinc during the risk period. 

Dairy cows are most commonly treat-
ed with daily zinc supplementation via 
drinking water or in their meal. For 
young and dry stock it’s more eff ective to 
give them slow-release zinc boluses.

These boluses last for six weeks at 
which point an additional dose can be 
administered if required.

Care needs to be taken when calculat-
ing the correct dose of zinc to give, as too 
much zinc is toxic to cattle and can be fa-
tal. If you have any questions about facial 
eczema or would like advice to create a 
prevention plan for this season, then get 
in touch with your local Franklin Vets 
clinic.

- Supplied by Dr Neil Murray BVSc
Franklin Vets

Franklin Vet’s Dr Neil Murray.    Photo: SUPPLIED
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DEMONSTRATOR 
AVAILABLE NOW

We’re behind  you 
100% Graham Sara: 027 654 0915WAIKATO

TRACTORS LT
D

CallCall

RuralRural LifeLife
Thinking differently about farm work
Dayna Rowe’s into only her 

second season of managing 
a farm team, but she’s quickly 
found her preferred approach. 

“It’s the way you develop your 
team, it’s the way you treat your 
team and really encourage them, 
that makes all the difference. 
That’s been a huge part of my 
own style as I’ve come into man-
aging staff,” she said.

Despite being brought up on 
the family farm, Dayna didn’t 
really fall in love with dairying 
until she got a summer job milk-
ing cows and spraying weeds at 
home during a university break. 
Four years, two farms and a lot 
of hard work later, Dayna was 
offered the 2021/22 season farm 
manager role on her parents’ 
farm.

The job offer topped off a great 
couple of years for Dayna; she’d 
won Bay of Plenty Dairy Trainee 
of the Year in the 2021 NZ Dairy 
Industry Awards, and been run-
ner-up in the same category in 
2020.

Now still only 24,  Dayna says 
she and her team’s open discus-
sions around roster-setting aim 
for maximum flexibility for all.

“I make an initial roster; then 
it gets redone about three times 
to accommodate everyone’s 
needs as best as I can. I like to 
make sure there’s time for eve-
ryone’s relationships and extra-
curricular activities: study, fam-
ily time, whatever is important 
to them.

“A big part of it is flexibility,” 

she said. “If people want to work 
through the day so they can get 
to their kids’ sport games by 
3pm, or get to the doctor or other 
appointments, they’re more than 
welcome to do that – so long 
as they communicate that with 
me.”

Showing care for her team has 
circled back to Dayna.

“People on my team now of-
ten ask what I would like time 
for. They’ve offered to do things 
like night checks for me on the 
evenings where I like to do my 
sports after work or something.

“That shows they’ve noticed 
and appreciated me doing it for 
them.”

Shaping up their workplace to-

gether has given everyone stay-
ing power too. Her whole team 
has stuck with Dayna from the 
end of last season into this sea-
son.

“That was an awesome feeling: 
that what we’re doing together is 
working, people want to be here, 
and they want to stay a part of 
this team. 

Born and raised on Rowe Farm, dairy farmer Dayna Rowe is on track to take over the business.      Photo: SUPPLIED

“If you get a name for your-
self as a workplace environment 
that’s desirable to work in, you 
will attract people who want to 
work for you.”

Dayna is acutely aware that 
changing the way people work 
on-farm will be a critical part 
of ensuring the dairy sector can 
offer great jobs and great work-
places. That’s why she’s such a 
supporter of the sector’s Great 
Futures in Dairying workforce 
plan led by DairyNZ – and its 
aim to attract and retain great 
people to reduce the current la-
bour shortage. 

The plan is the sector’s strat-
egy for shaping dairy farming 
as a competitive career option 
through a range of workplace 
and technology advances.

Dayna says she knows it’s go-
ing to take effort and buy-in 
from sector organisations, dairy 
companies, the government, and 
most importantly, from farmers 
like herself and her team. 

“We’ve got so many great op-
portunities in the dairy indus-
try,” Dayna says. “It’s so flexible 
– you can concentrate on every-
one’s skillsets to decide who gets 
what job, too. 

“You can think really differ-
ently about how a farm works.

“That’s what’s really cool: 
building a workplace that cel-
ebrates and creates a positive 
supportive environment. 

“One that builds up the resil-
ient workforce the Great futures 
in Dairying plan talks about.”
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myfeed.co.nz  |  Brettp@myfeed.co.nz

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR HERD
We provide a well blended uniform custom made blend 

with the products and specs your girls need to fulfill their 
requirements & give you better bang for your buck. 

MINERAL BLENDS. COMPETITIVELY PRICED.
If you have blends of Minerals you would like then 

call now and try us for price.

ENERGY
Keep your girls energised through the summer heat.

We have high energy additives and also high energy liquid 
for less dust. PK/Molasses.

We work while you & your girls 
Make the Moolah!

CALL NOW 
0272 240 728

CALL NOW 
0272 240 728

WE ARE ALL GO OUT OF OUR 
NEW PAEROA BRANCH

DELIVERY TO YOUR SILO
ON TIME - EVERY TIME
WITH OUR OWN AUGER TRUCK

RuralRural LifeLife

Operation Neptune in full swing
With improved weather 

conditions, Operation 
Neptune will be back patrolling 
Waikato waters.

For three weeks over the 
Christmas holiday break, 
Waikato Regional Council’s 
Maritime Services ramps up its 
presence in holiday hotspots to 
educate the public about mari-
time safety.

Regional Harbourmaster 
Chris Bredenbeck said this 
season, the Operation Neptune 
team was “really busy” out on 
the water until New Year’s Eve, 
but from January 4, patrols had 
to be halted completely due to 

high winds making it too dan-
gerous to go out, “for us and for 
everyone else”.

“We’re expecting the weather 
to improve, so we’ll be out in 
full swing again, just like every-
one else,” Chris said.

For Operation Neptune this 
year, Maritime Services in-
creased its patrol staff  numbers 
by 19 to 24 to ensure compli-
ance of the region’s navigation 
safety bylaw and reduce the risk 
of harm on the water.

Chris said so far more than 
100 infringement notices had 
been handed out for various 
off ences and unsafe behaviours, 

such as not wearing a lifejacket, 
speeding in populated areas 
and towing without an ob-
server.

“We also attended three in-
cidents of vessels falling over 
… capsizing. These incidents 
were essentially people heading 
out over the bar in big seas and 
coming to grief. On the good 
side, everyone involved was 
wearing a life jacket, but there 
are investigations into how the 
incidents came to be.”

Due to the extreme weather 
conditions, three vessels had 
also sunk on moorings or at 
anchor.

Over the Christmas holiday break, Waikato Regional Council’s Mari� me Services ramps up its presence in 
holiday hotspots.                                                                                                                             Photo: SUPPLIED/WRC

Interest weighing 
heavily on farmers
Farmers are being squeezed 

by rising interest rates, with 
debt or other fi nancial concerns 
eroding mental wellbeing, the 
latest Federated Farmers Bank-
ing Survey shows.

Nearly 1200 farming business-
es answered questions in the 
November survey, reporting that 
their average mortgage interest 
rate had increased to 6.29 per-
cent from 4.59 percent in May 
(and 3.95 percent in November 
2021),

“It’s a refl ection of the impact 
of offi  cial cash rate rises and 
while plenty of other Kiwi house-
holds and businesses are also 
feeling the pinch, many farms 
are carrying high debt,” Feds 
President and economy spokes-
person Andrew Hoggard said.

Since the May Federated 
Farmers survey, the average 
farm mortgage value has in-
creased from $4.07 million to 
$4.19 million while the median 
increased from $2.25 million to 
$2.50 million.

The average level of overdraft 
was up $46,000 to $328,800, 
with an average interest rate of 
8.59 per cent.

“It’s not a surprise given those 
big numbers that just over 40 
per cent of farmers said they felt 
their mental wellbeing had been 
aff ected by their debt levels, in-
terest rates, changing condition, 
or other forms of fi nancial pres-

sure,” Andrew said.
Also released recently was the 

government’s primary indus-
tries Situation Outlook Report. 
It highlighted the boost to the 
economy from an estimated 
record $55 billion in food and 
fi bre export returns by June 
next year, but what didn’t make 
the headlines was that farm ex-
penses jumped 15 per cent in the 
September quarter compared 
to the September quarter 2021, 
with rises in fuel (53 per cent), 
fertiliser (37 per cent) and debt 
servicing (34 per cent) leading 
the way.

Farmer satisfaction with their 
bank relationship continues to 
slip, the Feds survey showed. 
Although just on 60% per cent 
of farmers said they were very 
satisfi ed or satisfi ed with their 
bank relationship, this was down 
5 points from the survey six 
months earlier, and is the lowest 
since the biannual surveys began 
in 2015.

Some 17.4 per cent of farmers 
perceived they had come under 
undue pressure over the past six 
months, up 3.5 points from May 
2022, with sharemilkers leading 
the way (20.7 per cent).

Overall, banks’ conditions for 
lending became tougher rather 
than easier for all farm types, 
with 3.3 percent reporting easier 
conditions and 26.8 percent re-
porting tougher conditions.
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FEBRUARY GARDENING AT AEROVIEW
Biggest range of 

Vegetable 
& Flower 

seedlings on the 
Peninsula

PLUS 
Potted colour

PLANT NOW
382 Ngati Maru Highway, Totara, Thames   

OPEN 7 DAYS 8.30am to 5pm  Ph  868 7960   

PEA STRAW 
BALES
• Locks in 
moisture

• Adds organic 
matter

• Improves soil 
structure

• Quick release 
nutrients for 

plants

Start planting your 
winter garden now....

Broccoli, Brussel Sprouts , 
Leek, Caulifl ower 
can all go in now.

Why not try a late crop of 
Beans, dwarf & climbing, 

Carrots, Parsnips & Beetroot. 
We still have a full range of 

seeds, fertilizers, 
soil conditioners

to help you get started.

G���� R���� G���� R���� 

G����� G����� 

D���� P���, D���� P���, 

W���� W���� 

F������� � F������� � 

G����� A��G����� A��

TROPICALSTROPICALS
H������� �H������� �

M����������M����������

JUST ARRIVEDJUST ARRIVED
I� ��� � ���
��I� ��� � ���
��

G���� C����� G���� C����� 
R����R����

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1 2

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

3

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

4

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

5

Non planting
Day

6

Full Moon

7

Non planting
Day

8

Non planting
Day

9

Non planting
Day

10

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

11

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

12

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

13

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

14

Plant root crops. 
Liquid Feed

15

Non planting
Day

16

Non planting
Day

17

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

18

Plant root crops, 
trees and shrubs

19

Non planting
Day

20

New Moon

21

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

22

Plant above ground 
Crops. Liquid Feed

23

Non planting
Day

24

Non planting
Day

25

Plant above 
ground crops

26

Plant above 
ground crops

27

Non planting
Day

28

Non planting
Day

Gilmer Farms
Water morning or evening 

for best results. 
Mulch where possible.
Phone 029 870 4433. 

Please leave a message, 
we will get right back to you.
Email: gilmerfarms1nz@outlook.com 

February 2023 February 2023 
Moon Planting CalendarMoon Planting Calendar

Non planting
Day

GardeningGardening
Being one of the hottest 

months of the year, February 
is one of the main harvest peri-
ods. It’s an in-between season in 
the garden, harvest time has ar-
rived with vengeance, and it is a 
time for preserving, freezing and
storing produce for winter and 
spring use. There’s much planting 
of winter and spring bulbs to be 
done.

Vegetables
Beans – dwarf and climbing. All 
must be sown very early in the 
month, no later than the first or 
second week. 
Beetroot – Late sowings can still
be made ready for winter harvest. 
Broccoli and cabbages - seedlings 
can be planted in well prepared 
beds at intervals to provide a suc-
cession of late winter harvest.
Carrots – Harvest as required. 
Further sowings can be made but 
ensure you regularly cultivate and 
aerate soil for best results.
Cucumber, eggplants and pep-
pers and tomatoes – Continue to 
harvest crops and preserve and 
freeze excess quantities for later 
use. 
Onions – Harvest time has ar-
rived. If wet weather is on the 
horizon set out onions on shallow 
trays indoors where they can dry 
and cure. Clip tops and roots and 

Harvest time has arrived ‘with vengeance’

Apples develop higher skin colour throughout February.                  PHOTO: PIXABAY

store in open mesh tray or boxes 
to dry.
Kumara – Harvest once the leaves 
start to yellow. Cut back the foli-
age and carefully lift the kumara 
with a fork. Leave them on the 
ground for a few days to cure. 
Cover with a sack or newspaper at 
night. Store in a cool dry place.
Plant seedlings of leeks, broccoli, 
capsicum, lettuce, rocket, silver-
beet, spinach, spring onion to 
name a few.

Flowers
Gaps appear in flower borders as 
early season flowers die out and 
need replanting. Early autumn rain 
often causes mature plants to be-
come disease ridden. 
Once foliage starts to deteriorate, 
old plants need to be removed to 
compost bins and the ground pre-
pared for further planting.
Bulbs and Perennials – Plant, 
divide, weed and cultivate 

throughout the winter months 
while plants are dormant. Prepare 
ground incorporating fertiliser.
Plant out – Fuchsia, petunia, 
dahlia, verbena, alyssum, cosmos, 
gazania, marigold, nemesia, chry-
santhemum, daffodil, tulip, hya-
cinth, pansy and viola, dianthus, 
gerbera and lavender.

Fruits
Main autumn harvest begins. Late 
season peaches and plums mature 

rapidly with the onset of cooler 
autumn nights and hot sunny 
days.
Apples develop higher skin colour. 
Earliest maturing varieties will 
soon be followed by main season 
varieties.
Main late season peaches and 
plums are now fully mature. Ir-
rigate trees thoroughly to swell 
the fruit size before harvest if dry 
weather prevails.
Continue with the pest control 
and watch for codling moth.
Strawberries – With the comple-
tion of the main fruiting season, 
old plants can be dug out.

Herbs
Plant new herbs for a continued 
supply – basil, chilli, coriander and 
parsley.

Lawns
Perfect time for sowing new lawn 
is late February. It is a busy time
coming up for lawn mowing as 
growth rate increases. Keep wa-
tering existing lawns if dry.

Compost Heap
Gather all the discarded plants 
once harvest is complete and 
add to the compost. Turn heaps 
regularly.
Enjoy your garden.

- Ngatea Garden Circle
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We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. We also demonstrate and deliver. 
5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY

#

#

Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details. visit husqvarna.com today
in-store redemption at place of issue for Husqvarna products, parts and accessories only. 

Offer valid 01/09/22 - 31/01/23, at participating Husqvarna Dealers, while stocks last. OfferS valid 01/09/22 - 31/01/23, at participating authorised Husqvarna Dealers only, while stocks last..

Power and 
performance

$7,690

$4,780 $8,740$4 780 $8 7TS138 Husqvarna Series Engine,
38” Cutting Width, 
Hydrostatic Transmission

TC138T Rear Catcher Model, 
Husqvarna Series V-Twin Engine, 38” Cut

Z242F Kawasaki FR Series 
V-Twin - 21.5hp - 42” Cutting Width$4,930 RRP

$8,090 RRP

$8,990 RRP

GARDEN
CENTRE

9am - 5pm 7 Days

28 Thames Road
Paeroa

Ph: 862 6438

E: donna@countrydoggardencentre.co.nz
www.countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

An excellent hedge option that is easy to maintain is Eugenia Brilliant.             Photo: SUPPLIED

What a very contrasting summer we have 
been experiencing in comparison to 

last summer. 
From a very prolonged hot and dry period 

to persistent heavy rain and strong winds 
that have wreaked havoc in the garden. 

Some plants have relished the conditions 
and are thriving, however many summer an-
nuals and vegetables have suffered. Petunias 
and cosmos are not looking very spectacular 
at present, neither liking the constant wet-
ness and wind. 

There is still plenty of summer left so re-
plenish any annuals that are doing poorly, 
this will get your garden looking fabulous for 
the remainder of the warmer months.

Due to the rainy weather there has been 
a very noticeable decline in bee activity, and 
there have been fewer monarch butterflies 
about. On the upside, there have also been 
fewer white cabbage moths, which has 
meant brassica crops have been more suc-
cessful than usual for this time of year. 

With the changing weather patterns, we as 
gardeners have to be adaptable. With good 
planning and thoughtful planting, we can 
have a stunning flower garden and/or a pro-
ductive vegetable garden year round. 

By erecting a wind break or planting a 
hedge, your garden can benefit from being 
more sheltered by the extremes mother na-
ture can bring. An excellent hedge option 
that is dense, fast growing and easy to main-
tain is Eugenia Brilliant (Lilly Pilly). 

Eugenia have a lovely reddish tinge on the 
new growth and are really bushy with a fine 
leaf to give a really dense hedge, perfect for 
shelter or to screen out unpleasant views.

The vegetable garden has taken a battering 
also. Many tomatoes have had tops blown 
off, are showing signs of blight and other fun-

gal issues. Potatoes and other root crops are 
not faring all that well either.

Consider harvesting what you can and re-
placing with brassica crops, leeks, lettuces 
and other leafy greens. Although we are 
half way through summer, you can still plant 
many heat loving vegetables and herbs. Start 
planning your autumn garden now to gain 
the best results.

Now is an ideal time for repotting your in-
door plants. Use a quality growing media to 
get the most vigour and healthiest plants. 

Tui Pot Power is our media of choice and 
is perfect for your house plants and also for 
outside pots and hanging baskets. 

Pot Power contains Saturaid, Seaweed and 
Slow Release Fertiliser, which ensure your 
plants thrive. 

Our indoor plant pick for making an impact 
is Monstera Adansonii (Monkey Mask). It is 
an easy care pot plant with unique foliage. 
Each oval shaped leaf has holes bringing in-
terest and texture to any space. 

This Monstera enjoys bright indirect light 
and will thrive with regular misting. It is a 
versatile plant that can be used as a climbing 
or trailing plant.

Take your garden inside your home by 
picking some flower blooms. 

Dahlias look amazing in a vase.
Ensure to make a slit in the stem to allow 

water up take, this will mean you can enjoy 
the beauty of the flowers for an extended 
period. 

Picking flowers will also encourage more 
flowers to develop, especially for Alstroe-
meria and Roses. 

Removing spent flower heads also keeps 
your plants looking their best.

Happy New Year to all. Enjoy your garden.
- Country Dog Garden Centre, Paeroa

Gardeners, adapt to 
changing weather

Monstera Adanso-
nii enjoys bright, 

indirect light.                                            
Photo: SUPPLIED

GardeningGardening
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Read Play Give 

600 Pollen St, ames
07 868 6301
www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

ey let you travel 
without moving 
your feet.”

“at's the thing 
about books. 

-Jhumpa Lahiri

Font  ::  Times (modified)
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K   0

C   0
M  0
Y   0
K   100

JOIN A CLUB

The Valley Profile will be running a feature 
celebrating our local clubs

Whether your club is a sports club, a 
social club or a service club, this is the 
perfect avenue to call for members 
and/or volunteers or just to let our readers 
know more about what your club is all 
about.

To take advantage of our 34,500+ readers 
finding more about your club 

Contact E:nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

M: 022 130 3885

Booking deadline is Friday 
February 3rd 

Copy deadline is Tuesday 
February 7th.

Publishing Wednesday February 15th 

All prices exclude GST

Eighth 
Page

H8.75cm x 
W13cm

$135

Policing in and around 
Thames in the 70s was cer-

tainly about policing with sup-
port from, and as a part of, the 
community.

Often the public had inter-
vened before we got to the job.

Locals knowing, I think, 
that we mostly worked by our-
selves. Except for doubling up 
on Friday and Saturday nights 
when our Civil Defence police-
men also came into help us 
and the Traffic Officers.

When I attended a large fight 
of 20-30 people on the road 
outside the Brian Boru Ho-
tel on a Saturday afternoon; 
I managed to get towards the 
centre of the problem where 
the fired up main instigators 
were. Here I was met with the 
usual hostility.

However, a huge fist flew 
over my shoulder and landed 
directly on the face of the main 
instigator. I looked around to 

find a number of locals I knew 
well. 

They had been passing by 
and were determined to back 
me up with whatever was 
needed!

Once we removed a few of-
fenders, it all settled down.

The town had a huge com-
munity spirit; and a determi-
nation to look after itself from 
outside nega-
tive influences.

Gangs were 
never really an 
issue.

H o w e v e r , 
two members 
of Black Pow-
er did come 
to town from 
Paeroa on one 
occasion and 
tried to make 
the Junction Hotel their base.

It was only a week before 
they upset some of the local 
families.

The barman rang late on 
a Thursday night to report 
a huge fight in the bar with 
stools being thrown, and used 
as shields, as pool cues were 
being used as weapons.

When I got there, there were 
no locals to be seen, but the 
two gang members were sit-
ting on the floor holding their 
heads. 

The bar was a mess. Broken 
furniture littered the floor.

I got them out of the bar to 
the station and cleaned off 
some of the blood, but they re-
fused treatment and refused to 
make a complaint. 

Thankfully I was able to ar-
range a car to come from a 
family member and I took 
them out towards Paeroa to 
meet them.

I was so grateful that night 
to one of the large local fami-
lies whose many sons aged be-
tween 16 and 40 took matters 
into their own hands to keep 
gangs out of the community.

One of the 
busiest places 
for trouble was 
the Burger Bar, 
when a fight 
started unusu-
ally one mid-
week after-
noon. 

Shop assis-
tants from the 
men’s wear 
shop across the 

road intervened and held the 
offenders until we arrived 10 
minutes later.

I did feel sorry for one 
drunken offender however, 
who abused and tried to fight 
the owner late one night, then 
tried to jump the counter to 
grab the till.

He received a scoop full of 
hot fat for his troubles. Luckily 
his clothing absorbed most of 
it, but he did experience some 
burning sensations after.

Nowadays, it is not recom-
mended that the public re-
spond to situations of crime 
and disorder of course, as 
weapons these days are more 
than just pool cues.

- Ron Agnew is a former 
Thames Police officer

Help welcomed at bar fight

By RON AGNEW

OPINION

Concern over 
delays in 
clearing slips
A Thames Coast campground 

manager has raised con-
cerns about “disorganisation” 
causing delays in clearing slips 
caused by Cyclone Hale.

However, Waka Kotahi New 
Zealand Transport Agency says 
it recognises the “vital” nature 
of the route for residents and 
visitors, and say they cleared 
the slips “as soon as possible”.

Waka Kotahi said State High-
way 25 on the western side of 
the Coromandel Peninsula was 
closed for around 41 hours from 
just after midnight on January 
11 to 5.15pm on January 12.

Waka Kotahi manager of 
maintenance and operations 
Rob Campbell said the closure 
was caused by a number of slips 
caused by the cyclone, including 
a “large” one at Ruamahanga 
which blocked both lanes.

“The closure area was extend-
ed for a period due to the risk 
of another slip on the hillside 
between Tararu Creek Rd and 
Ngarimu Heights Rd,” he said.

“There had been some rock-
fall here which needed to be 
assessed by geotechnical engi-
neers.”

Tapu Camp manager Bruce 
Efford said the road closure 

left visitors stranded and “dis-
organisation” caused delays in 
reopening the road.

“Everyone couldn’t get out or 
couldn’t get in, and it’s happen-
ing all the time because of the 
lack of organisation,” he said.

He was also disappointed that 
no work had been done to pre-
vent slips before the cyclone ar-
rived on New Zealand shores.

“There’s no preparation for 
when these things happen… 
[slips] are going to happen be-
cause there are bigger and big-
ger vehicles on the road.”

Waka Kotahi told The Profile  
it was looking at how to improve 
long-term outcomes in the af-
termath of weather-related 
damage. 

However, it didn’t consider 
the Ruamahanga slip area “high 
risk”.

“At this stage there are no spe-
cific plans for the Ruamahanga 
slip area, as this site is not con-
sidered a high risk of failure,” 
Mr Campbell said.

“Over the past 12 months, the 
resilience of our state highway 
network has been tested during 
weather events, and Waka Ko-
tahi continues to work to under-
stand all resilience risks to the 
network, and prioritise these 
accordingly.”

By GORDON PREECE

“A huge fist flew over 
my shoulder and landed 

directly on the face of 
the main instigator. I 

looked around to find a 
number of locals I knew 

well.” 
- Ron Agnew
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  

Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 
o� er stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US

to view 

by appointment

Come and experience 

the diff erence!

82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484              www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484               www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• One Bedroom

Apartment, Level 3
• Two Bedroom

Apartment, Level 1
• Two Bedroom Villa, 134sqm, 

1 bathroom, guest WC, 
single garage

ENQUIRE TODAY!

The Eastern set to return
Kauaeranga Hall will host 

The Eastern band on Janu-
ary 27.

The Eastern, who last per-
formed at Kauaeranga Hall in 
2018, describe themselves as 
a string band that “roars like a 
punk band, that swings like a 
gospel band, that hopes like folk 
singers, and sings love songs 
like union songs, and writes un-
ion songs like love songs, and 
wants to slow dance and stand 
on tables”.

Four albums and well over 
1000 shows deep, The Eastern 
have played and toured with 
Fleetwood Mac, Steve Earle 
and Old Crow Medicine Show 
amongst others, ticking off 
miles, countries and 200 plus 
shows a year every year.

No Depression magazine not-
ed they were: “One of the best 
modern roots acts, from any 
country”. NZ country legend 
Barry Saunders simply called 
them “The Truth”.

Having delivered four albums: 
The Eastern, Arrows, Hope and  
Wire and The Territory, The 
Eastern garnered a reputation 
as one of New Zealand’s hard-
est working and most honest 
to goodness band, one that em-
braced an old-fashioned ethic 
of people and shows over posts 
and playlists. 

They gather converts and 
friends wherever they or their 

The Eastern have performed and toured with Fleetwood Mac.                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                    Photo: SUPPLIED
records land. 

Thrillingly the rolling, ram-
bling, spirit-raising atmos-
pheres they project in their live 
shows have endeared them to 
the hearts of many. 

It’s obvious they care about 
the audience as much as the 
songs.

DETAILS: The Eastern, January 
27, 7:30pm, outdoor gig if fine, 
Kauaeranga Hall, 437 Kauaeranga 
Valley Rd, Thames, Door sales: 
$25; Pre-paid: $22. For more in-
formation: Ph 021 912 993 or 
kauaerangahallmusic@gmail.com 
or visit Lotus Realm 714 Pollen St, 
Thames.

Shapeshifter to perform
Kiwi artists are set to enter-

tain crowds at William-
son Park for the Whangamatā 
Beach Break on January 28.

The R18 event will feature 
Shapeshifter, Australian psych-
rock group Ocean Alley, roots-
driven hypnotic dance trio My 
Baby, Raglan groovers Masaya 
and rising Auckland surf-rock 
and reggae band Flaxxies. 

Organiser Alex Turnbull said 
Whangamatā was selected for 
the concert because it was a 
“classic kiwi summer destina-
tion”.

“A beach break in 
Whangamatā is an iconic sum-
mer vacation and we’ve seen 
some horrific weather events 
over this summer, so we’re go-
ing to give this a good go and 
make it a good and safe com-

ENTERTAINMENT

Kiwi drum and bass band Shapeshifter will perform.     Photo: SUPPLIED

By GORDON PREECE pliant event for the people of 
Coromandel. Alex said 6000 
people could be attending the 
event and that ID will be re-
quired at the gate that matches 
the name on the ticket.

Organisers also urged festi-
val-goers to respect the com-
munity and environment and 
that an alcohol ban was in place 
around Williamson Park.
DETAILS: Williamson Park, Janu-
ary 28, 2pm to 10pm, R18, food 
and drink available, bar opens 
at 4pm. Tickets: Ticket Fairy, visit 
www.beachbreak.co.nz.

TICKET 
GIVEAWAY!

We have a double pass to
giveaway: email your name

and mobile number to 
gordon@valleyprofile.co.nz 

by January 26 to enter 
the draw.
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Public back a school holiday change

A proposal put forward to 
people walking the streets 

of Thames Valley that pitched 
school students getting a two-
week holiday over Christmas 
and New Year, and then the 
month of February off, was 
met with approval. 

The question came after the 
Hauraki and Thames-Coro-
mandel districts were lashed 
in January with “atrocious” 
weather unbefitting of summer 
school holiday fun.

Paeroa resident Danny 
Thompson thought changing 
the dates was a good idea.

“I think based on how the 
weather has been I think it’s 
probably a good idea to shift 
it,” he said.

“I have grandchildren on 
their school holidays at the mo-
ment, they could have enjoyed 
it a lot more but the weather 
put a damper on things.”

Coromandel Town resident 
Sue Rockliffe also supported 
the idea.

“Our weather system has 
changed dramatically now and 
everything needs to be changed 
and moved a bit further,” she 
said. “We’re from Coromandel 
and we’ve got people that have 
booked baches and haven’t 
been able to go down to the 
beach with their kids so that’s 
pretty sad for them.”

Thames residents Jan and 

Steve Granich said they had 
believed for more than 40 
years school holidays should 
be shifted.

“Yes, definitely, it should’ve 
been done years ago,” Steve 
said.

“I just think it’s too hot for 
little children, I’ve always 
thought that, I think it would 
be better to have it later, per-
haps in late February,” Jan 
said.

Thames resident Jenny Gal-
loway and Paeroa resident Kim 
Davis also supported the idea.

“Yes, I think that’s a very 
good idea, the seasons have 
changed, they’re coming ear-
lier or later,” Jenny said.

“Yes I think it should, what-
ever suits the children or the 
parents, just whatever makes 
everyone happy.”

However, Preston Moorcroft 
who was visiting the Thames 
Coast from Rotorua believed 
school holidays shouldn’t be 
shifted to February because it 
would impact on retirees who 
wanted to spend summer time 
without many holidaymakers.

“It will really upset the 
school year with a lot more 
holiday involvement with the 
kids,” he said. 

“The New Year would be 
turned upside down with holi-
days in February so I don’t 
think it should be changed.”

“I think based on how the 
weather has been I think it’s 
probably a good idea to shift it,” 
says Paeroa’s Danny Thompson.

“Our weather system has 
changed dramatically,” says 
Coromandel Town resident Sue 
Rockliffe.

Preston Moorcroft: “The New 
Year would be turned upside 
down with holidays in February 
so I don’t think it should be 
changed.”

“Yes, definitely, it should’ve 
been done years ago,” says 
Jan and Steve Granich, from 
Thames.

Kim Davis: “Yes I think it should, 
whatever suits the children 
or the parents, just whatever 
makes everyone happy.”

“I think that’s a very good idea, 
the seasons have changed, 
they’re coming earlier or later,” 
says Jenny Galloway.

A majority of residents asked by The Profile whether school 
holiday dates should be changed supported the idea, fol-
lowing what has been a summer of “atrocious” weather 
events. GORDON PREECE reports.

Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

275 Hauraki Road, Turua Deadline Sale

OPEN HOME SATURDAY 1-2PM

NEW

LISTING

• 3 Bdrms, Open plan, covered decking, views
• 3 Bay internal access garage, extra shedding
• Deadline sale 16 Feb, 3pm unless sold prior

RN1448 2823

7 Costello Drive, Ngatea $949,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 dble bedrooms/office/central air con system
• Master with walk in robe/ensuite
• Kwila deck/Archgola/dble grge/717m2(m or l)

RN1464 1223

26 Patui Avenue, Ngarimu Bay Offers Over $1,250,000

NEW

LISTING

Beautifully presented and offering a serene position in one of the Bays best areas the home has a wonderful
open plan living area on two levels flowing out onto a large covered deck surrounded by gardens. Rimu polished
floors lead you to three bedrooms including a spacious master and ensuite.

RT5752 - JON STANDBROOK 021 145 1738 2223

35 Keepa Avenue, Paeroa $620,000

NEW

LISTING

• 3 brms, open plan, modern kitchen, 2 heatpumps
• Lovely views, decking, double carport
• Cul-de-sac 740m2 (m o l) with room for caravan

RG1995 113

781 Awaiti Rd Offers Over $600,000

• Lovely rural outlook – 5000 square metres
• 3 Bedrooms – Separate lounge - Garage
• Great opportunity, chance to add your own touch

RRP228 1113

206 The Terrace, Thames Offers Over $788,000

NEW

LISTING

Character, Charm, sun and space are all the hallmarks that make this 1900’s Villa a superb offering. Beautifully
presented with 4 good sized bedrooms, all featuring double wardrobes, heatpump as well as a fireplace, HRV
system, freshly painted inside and out, gas hot water and separate laundry.

RT5757 - KATHY MUIR 027 33 44 600 1114

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 
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Don’t flip your lid in this windy weather!
Get a bin clip for your recycling wheelie bin 
from one of our service centres for $10.

RUBBISH AND RECYCLING

Kerbside 
collections will be 
on your normal 
collection day -  

by 7:30am!

Auckland Anniversary/Waitangi Day

Find out more about refuse and recycling and view the kerbside 
collection calender at www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/refuse/kerbside

Whiritoa
Mon 30 JAN - Rubbish bags and all recycling
Wed  1 FEB  - Rubbish bags and glass recycling
Mon  6 FEB  - Rubbish bags and all recycling

Ngatea/ Kaiaua/ Waitakaruru
Wed  1 FEB  - Rubbish bags and all recycling
Wed  8 FEB  - Rubbish bags only

Kerepehi/ Turua
Wed  1 FEB  - Rubbish bags only
Wed  8 FEB  - Rubbish bags and all recycling

Waihi/ Waikino
Thu  2 FEB  - Rubbish bags only
Thu  9 FEB  - Rubbish bags and all recycling

Paeroa/ Karangahake/ Mackaytown
Thu  2 FEB  - Rubbish bags and all recycling
Thu  9 FEB  - Rubbish bags only

The working bee crew gather at Te Puru.                                    Photos: SUPPLIED

Busy 
bees
Thames Coast Community 
Kindergarten held a working 
bee recently to spruce up its 
Te Puru establishment. More 
than 60 volunteers made 
planter boxes, painted a new 
mural, removed old trees 
and weeds, and prepared the 
ground to lay concrete for a 
new shed. All materials were 
supplied by The Kiwi Kids 
Charity, which also provided 
food for the hungry workers 
and a fire engine and police 
car display for the kids.

ABOVE: Liane Clarke and Ben Taylor. BELOW: The Kiwi Kids Charity volunteers.

Volunteers chip in with planter box prep. Maeve Taylor-McGee paints a garden seat red.Emma Corner, Karen Bowie, Kate Coatsworth and Dana Cocks.
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ENROLMENT   |   2023

Our Vision:
Kia Māia, Ki Hiranga, Kia Ngākau nui
Be courageous, Strive for excellence, Be of big heart.

“Students learn in caring and inclusive environments.” 
(Education Review Office)

We provide a well rounded, rich curriculum with plenty 
of opportunities and resources for all of our learners.
www.parawai.school.nz     Facebook:  Proudly Pārāwai

Enrolment days: 26th January 2023 9am-12pm
27th January 2023 9am-12pm

Thames Hauraki Dance Theatre
(formerly Thames Hauraki Ballet Theatre)

• RAD Ballet
• Jazz
• Contemporary

ages 5+
Classes start Feb 7th in Thames / Ngatea / Turua

For more info contact Sarah
Ph: 021 618 179 - E: sarah@thdt.co.nz

New owner Sarah Fitzsimons is ex Royal Ballet Co. - London 
and spent 20 years as a tutor at N.Z. School of Dance

Student Life ADVERTISING FEATURE

The Ministry of Education and the edu-
cation sector is considering improve-

ments to the teacher aides resourcing 
model to strengthen outcomes for teach-
er aides, learners and whānau. 

The Ministry of Education said an 
education sector reference group was 
established in March, 2021, to conduct 
the review and provide a set of recom-
mendations to the Accord Governance 
Group, which consists of the Ministry of 
Education, NZEI Te Riu Roa (New Zea-
land Educational Institute) and PPTA Te 
Wehengarua (New Zealand Post Primary 
Teachers’ Association).

“Between December, 2022, and April 
6, 2023, the sector reference group are 
consulting with their constituents on 
their proposal,” the ministry said.

“The sector reference group will recon-
vene towards the end of April, 2023, and 
use the feedback acquired through con-
sultation to inform whether any changes 

are made to the proposal. 
“The group will then submit their fi nal 

recommended proposal to the Minister 
of Education to consider in mid-2023.”

The proposal focused on English-
medium education settings, and it was 
important that the proposal worked for 
bilingual and Māori medium in English-
medium schools, the ministry said.

“The ministry engages separately with 
Kaupapa Māori peak bodies and stake-
holders to strengthen and grow Kaupapa 
Māori education settings, kura and path-
ways.

“Our ways of working are adjusting as 
we improve our understanding of Kaupa-
pa Māori needs, contexts and priorities. 

“The ministry is committed to con-
sidering support for teacher aide pro-
vision and related resourcing in Kau-
papa Māori, but this will be progressed 
separately and will take a different ap-
proach.”

Resourcing under review
The MOE is considering improvements to teacher aide provision.                   Photo: PIXABAY

The Paeroa Community Support Trust engages with around 120 volunteers who help 
run various programmes that make a posi� ve impact in the Paeroa community.                 
                  Photo: SUPPLIED
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With the start of the new year here and so many dates and important events 
to remember, it’s great to know you can fi nd everything you need on the 
Waihi College website: www.waihicol.school.nz.  Choose the ‘Our School’ 
tab in the top menu for all your back to school needs such as the 2023 
stationery lists, uniform ordering and essentials, bus routes, start back dates 
and our staff directory; or head to Keeping Informed to check out our Latest 
News, calendar and daily notices.

Term 1 2023: 
•          6th February – Waitangi Day (Public Holiday)
•         7th February – Year 11-13 start: Year 11 doing Kickstart Project & 
   Year 12-13 at Camp
•          8th February  – Year 11-13 continue with Kickstart Project & Year  
   12-13 continue at Camp
•          9th February – Year 8-11 start classes & Year 12-13 continue at   
   camp
•          10th February – Year 7’s start (powhiri) & Year 12-13 start classes
You can also check out the Events Calendar in our Parent Portal.  There are 
some handy instructions for how you can log on and use the Parent Portal if 
you’re a fi rst time user or need a re-cap 
https://www.waihicol.school.nz/using-the-portal/ 

www.waihicol.school.nz

Welcoming New Enrolments for 2023
Welcoming New Enrolments for 2023

Just a short drive up our stunning coastal highway 
20 minutes from Thames and 30 minutes from Coromandel

With a strong supportive staff  and board of trustees we 
pride ourselves on making learning and achieving goals for 

our student’s fun and exciting.
We have an open door policy so you can drop in anytime 

during school hours 8.30am – 2.30pm.
Check out our website www.tapu.school.nz

Or contact us during school hours on 07 868 4838
Or email: offi  ce@tapu.school.nz

TERM 1 2023 begins 7th February 8.30am

COME 
CHECK 

US 
OUT!

Student Life ADVERTISING FEATURE

Additional funding for rural school bus 
drivers will be rolled out at the begin-

ning of the school year. 
Education Minister Chris Hipkins an-

nounced in December that $26 million in 
funding over four years would bring rural 
school bus driver’s wages in line with 
those who drive for “comparable public 
transport services”. 

“We’re announcing this extra funding 
following the government’s October 2022 
funding increase to the driver wages of 
council-run school bus services,” he said.

“The ministry has waited until the Oc-
tober funding has begun to reach public 
transport drivers to ensure that any 
funding increase for school transport is 
aligned.

“While driver availability tends not to be 
such an issue for rural school buses, we 

want to ensure that remains the case by 
offering comparable rates in line with any 
major movements.”

Minister Hipkins said ministry offi cials 
and schools would work with its trans-
port operators to pass on the additional 
funding to drivers at the beginning of the 
school year.

“Operators will be required to opt-in to 
receive this funding and must agree to 
pass on this, and any subsequent funding 
increases, to their drivers,” he said.

“For many students and families, assis-
tance with transport to school is vital, and 
school bus drivers are essential to getting 
children to and from school safely.

“Around 100,000 students receive 
school transport assistance from the 
Ministry of Education, particularly in rural 
parts of the country.”

Funding for bus drivers
The funding will land 
early this year. 
             PHOTO: PIXABAY
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domes� c
Industrial
Commercial
New Installa� ons
Re-Inspec� ons
Electrical WOF’s

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

ELECTRICIAN

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

GARDEN CARE SERVICES

QQuuaannttiittyy SSuurrvveeyyiinngg 
Residential & Commercial Construction

Pre-Construction Services
Estimates • Tenders • Trade Measures

Administration
CCA Progress Claims • Variations • Final Account

imeasure limited
Professional Building Services

Contact James - Ph 027 515 4004
email : imeasure@outlook.com

BUILDING SERVICES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

WE OFFER PERSONAL SERVICE, 
DESIGN AND QUALITY KITCHENS.

KITCHENS

Mobile Hydraulic Hose Service

For Service That Counts
Matt: 0274 123 996

Whangamata/Thames/Coromandel Region
hydhosecompany@gmail.com

HYDRAULIC HOSES

Kitchens * Bathrooms * Pergolas * Fencing
Decks * Gibbing * Tiling * Landscaping
Home Maintenance and Much More ….

Your 1 Stop Shop – www.ptsnz.com
3 Coronation St, Paeroa Ph 0800 088 001

BUILDING SERVICES

HAIRCUTS
WALK INS
WELCOME

APPOINTMENTS
NOT NEEDED

P����� S�
T�����

N�� 
L������� 
O������� 
M���� 10

HAIRDRESSER
HEAVY HAULAGE

SERVICES
TIPPER TRUCK

KENWORTH T909
TRANSPORTER

TRUCK AND TRAILER

3R4/3R8 WIDENER

“providing services
throughout the
auckland and 

waikato regions”

021 215 8704

flashexcavations.co.nz

flashexcavationsltd@gmail.com

Fast & Efficient

20 years of
experience

HEAVY HAULAGE

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

BUILDER / CARPENTER

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

ARCHITECTURE
Architectural design

Plans and documentation for
alterations and

additions to existing buildings.
Building consent applications. 
LBP Design - Contact Richard

Tel: 022 050 3157
Email: richard@sketch-it.co.nz

Don’t 
nibble on kibble 
- gnaw on raw

Don’t 
nibble on kibble 
- gnaw on raw

K9 CUISINE

• Beef • Chicken • Goat • Horse 
• Lamb & Tripe • Meat Mixes 

• Specialty Mixes • Bones • Veal
E: mary@k9cuisine.co.nz

P: 027 221 2282
W: K9cuisine.co.nz • FREE Delivery •

PET FOOD

Paul Hicks is Call The Gardener and 
said he planted his gardening business 

last month to fi t in with looking after his 
son and coaching martial arts.

“[I’ve been planning [the business] since 
last year and did a few [landscaping] 
courses over the lockdowns,” he said.

“I’ve always been an avid gardener, I’ve 
had a veggie garden that I’ve always done, 
I’ve always grown plants…and cut fl owers 
when I was younger.”

Paul said he is offering softscapes and 
small hardscape gardening services.

“I’ll do garden beds, lawn mowing, 
pruning, potting plants, turning your 

lawn into a garden, weeding, edging and 
trimming,” he said.

Paul said he was looking forward to 
growing his business.

“I’m trying to develop a personal service 
where I create a relationship with the 
owner,” he said.

“Our motto is Your Garden, Your Way, 
I’m not here to tell you how you should 
have your garden, I’m here to give you 
ideas of how you could have your garden 
and that’s something I like.”

Contact Paul for more information: Ph: 
028 4640 600 or www.callthegardener.
co.nz.

Avid gardener grows his business
Paul said he caters for his customers’ gardening needs.                          Photo: GORDON PREECE
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Gardening

Situations 
Vacant

Stump Grinding. All 

sizes, all areas. Free 

quote. Ph 021 060 

7659

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Friday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Friday

NEED STAFF? 

GOT 

SOMETHING 

TO SELL?

Advertise in the 

Valley Profi le and 

get results!

Phone Nikki on

022 130 3885

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Handyman

Death Notice Public Notice

Public Notice

Situations Vacant

Work Wanted

For Sale

Thames Valley Storage 
– secure, dry units 
available, two sizes. Call 
Trev 027 4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. Call 
Curly 021 746 608.

Storage

Storage

Part-time work for 
retired dairy farmer, 
contractor, truck driver. 
Most things considered. 
Ph 027 441 7941

PAPER 
DELIVERIES

Please be advised that due to school holidays and a 
recent surge in COVID infec� ons, we might not be 
able to cover all of our runs throughout the Valley 

over the next few weeks.
If you are one of the few who does not receive your 
weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA
Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offi  ces , Ngatea Post 
Shop, Z Petrol Sta� on, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA
Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offi  ces, 
Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Informa� on Hub
WAIHI
Maybelle Supere� e, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, 
Informa� on Centre, Kenney St Dairy, Daff odil Dairy, 
Waihi Supervalue
THAMES
Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Sta� on,  
Mar� na 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, Queen St 
Mobil, Goldfi elds Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, 
Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames 
Council Offi  ces, Kauaeranga Store
KEREPEHI
Kerepehi Dairy

WOODGATE 
Norma Anne  :
Passed away peacefully 
at home in Greymouth, 
with loving family by 
her side on January 19, 
2023, aged 80.  
Dearly loved wife for 58 
years of Mel, cherished 
and loving Mum and 
mother-in-law of Ross, 
and Neil & Tena, 
kind and much loved 
Grandma of Alecia, 
and Katie, dearly loved 
sister and sister-in-law 
of Helen & the late 
Brian Mitchell, John 
Shepherd, Margaret & 
the late Barney Murray, 
and Brian Shepherd 
(deceased) & Lanita 
Adams, a loved sister-
in-law of Violet & 
John Wood-Oliff  and 
the late Kelvin Wood, 
Len (deceased) & Joy 
Woodgate, and Marion 
Meads, and Vernon 
(deceased) & Pamela 
Woodgate and the late 
Norma Woodgate, a 
loved aunty, cousin and 
a friend of many.
In lieu of fl owers 
donations to the Cancer 
Society would be 
appreciated and can be 
made online at cancer.
org.nz or at the Service. 
Messages to 70D 
Shakespeare Street, 
Greymouth 7805.  
A Funeral Service to 
celebrate Norma’s life 
will be held in the William 
Sampson Memorial 
Chapel , Tainui Street, 
Greymouth on Thursday 
at 11am followed 
by cremation on the 
Coast at the Westland 
Crematorium.

Westland Funeral 
Services Ltd
Greymouth

Ph 03 768 0250

DEADLINE
As next week is Auckland Anniversay 

weekend, classifi ed deadline will be 

1pm FRIDAY 27th JANUARY

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Clapp
Nicole

M 0276 409 005
P 07 868 9820
nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd
Licenced Agent REAA 2008
519 Pollen St, Thames

REAL ESTATE AGENT

MOTEL 
SUPERVISOR/CLEANER

Do you have � me available during the 
day but have struggled to fi nd a fl exible 
working arrangement?
Do you want to work as part of a 
team where the environment and 
sustainability are especially important, in 
all aspects of our opera� on?
All posi� ons are part � me with a 
guaranteed number of hours and 
opportuni� es to pick up extra hours 
cleaning. It is suitable for anyone who 
loves cleaning and is confi dent to help 
with guests, make reserva� ons and 
check guests in. 

The hours of work are between 9.00am 
and 3.00pm with set week days and 
rostered weekend work.  

I am open to op� ons to fi ll the above 
posi� on
• Someone with school age children  
 who can work school hours
• Only wants weekend work 
• Re� red and wants just a few hours  
 a week.
• Maximum guaranteed hours are  
 42 per fortnight with the op� on to  
 do more cleaning
• Minimum would be two days a   
 week at six hours per day

A job descripti on is available and 
can be emailed out. Applicati ons 

close 31 January and are to include 
CV and covering lett er. 

Please email to: 
book@tuscanyonthames.co.nz

Relief Teacher
Northern Health School – Thames Unit, 

Mackay Street
We are looking for an on call relief teacher to 
assist our Thames based team in delivering 
learner focused programmes to students 
with chronic health needs.  The preferred 
applicant will be a fully registered, experienced 
secondary trained teacher with NCEA 
experience and a basic understanding of the 
school curriculum. 

A full clean New Zealand driving licence is 
necessary for this role. 

Position commences Term 1, 2023
Please visit www.nhs.school.nz 

to apply on-line 
Applications close 

Monday, 30 January 2023   

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

WINDSCREENS

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 PLUMBER

SIGNS

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

WALLPAPERER

DOG TREATS
Thames Market Thames Market 
every Saturday...every Saturday...

Rain or ShineRain or Shine
E: debstra.dogs@gmail.comE: debstra.dogs@gmail.com
FB: FB: Deb’s Dog Treats‘n‘MeatsDeb’s Dog Treats‘n‘Meats  

PET FOOD
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Logging Truck
Driver

Full Time position in the
Hauraki Area

MUST:
Be punctual, honest 

and reliable.
Hold a current

Class 5 License.
Logging experience 

preferred but not essential.
Also casual position 

available but must have 
experience.

Please phone Chris
on 0210 229 3626

Forest Green 
leather lounge suite.

3 seater +
 2 recliners. 

Italian made. 
Excell. Cond.
NOW $1,000

Ph: Hazel 
027 649 7808 or

07 862 7202

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given as required by 

Clause 9.1 of the
Thames Valley Rugby Football Unions 

Constitution that
the Annual General Meeting 
of the Thames Valley Rugby

Football Union Inc, 
will be held at the Union’s Offi ces,

140a Normanby Road, Paeroa 
on WEDNESDAY  22nd FEBRUARY 2023

commencing at 7.30pm.
The meeting will also be held via Zoom. 

To request a Zoom invitation, 
please email admin@tvrfu.co.nz
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CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Friday

Hauraki District Council 
Meetings - February 2023

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of February 2023 in 
the Council Chamber, Hauraki House,  
William Street, Paeroa unless otherwise 
stated.
Taramaire Drainage District Committee
Thursday, 2 February 2023 
9.00am - Ngatea Service Centre
Western Plains Drainage District 
Committee
Thursday, 2 February 2023 
10.30am - Ngatea Service Centre
Eastern Plains Drainage District 
Committee
Thursday, 2 February 2023  
1.00pm - Ngatea Service Centre
Paeroa Rural Drainage District 
Committee
Friday, 3 February 2023, 1.00pm
Regulatory Hearings Committee 
Tuesday, 7 February 2023, 9.00am  
(if required)
Community Partnerships Committee
Wednesday, 8 February 2023, 9.00am
Planning Committee
Monday, 13 February 2023, 9.00am  
(if required)
Adaptive Planning and Emergency 
Management Committee
Monday, 13 February 2023, 1.00pm
Audit and Risk Committee
Tuesday, 14 February 2023, 9.00am
Finance Committee
Tuesday, 14 February 2023, 1.00pm
Regulatory Hearings Committee
Monday, 20 February 2023, 9.00am  
(if required)
Zero Carbon Promise and Waste 
Minimisation Committee
Monday, 20 February 2023, 1.00pm
Council Meeting
Wednesday, 22 February 2023, 9.00am
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Notification of intention to conduct 
spraying within Hauraki District local 
road reserve areas
The Hauraki District Council road maintenance 
contractor (Downer NZ Ltd) will conduct a 
spraying programme within Hauraki District 
road reserve areas to control vegetation 
within surface water channels and side drains 
and around road features such as sign posts 
and roadside marker posts.

The operational area will include the entire 
Hauraki District local road network, excluding 
state highways, with spraying activity 
programmed to commence at the end of 
January 2023

Agrichemicals to be used are:
• Glyphosate 360
• Pulse
• Associate

If you would like your property frontage to  
be excluded, you may apply online via  
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/no-spray-zone or  
call into any of the Hauraki District Council 
Service Centres. 

For enquiries relating to the operation phone 
Brenden Baxter, Contract Manager, Downer 
New Zealand on 021 426 190.

We thank you for your patience during these 
road improvement works.

L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

PAPER RUNNERS
We have a vacancy for a reliable paper runner in 

Paeroa to deliver the newspaper that is being read.

Please contact Geoff  via email 

admin@valleyprofi le.co.nz

 for more informati on.

Public Notice Public Notice

Situation Vacant

DOWNLOAD FREE TODAY!
LOCAL NEWS & INFORMATION

SCAN ME

Local news and informa� on at your fi nger� ps!
Download the Coromandel App for up-to-date local news from around the Coromandel Peninsula and Hauraki districts, 
plus road and weather reports, local ac� vi� es, trades & services, things to do, local markets, shopping, dining, community 
informa� on and much more! 
How to Download: Simply scan the QR code, le� , or go to your app store and search ‘Coromandel App’
The Coromandel App is powered by your local team at the Valley Profi le, with our award-winning journalists providing local 
news you can trust
Adverti se: Get your business on the Coromandel App for a cost eff ecti ve way to reach your customers with listi ngs, banners 
or in-story adverts. Pricing starts from just $10 + GST per week! 
Find out more: Ph 022 130 3885, nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz ADS FROM JUST

$10
+ GST

PER WEEK

SPORTS RESULTS Email your sports results and photos to 
editor@valleyprofi le.co.nz

On Sunday January 15, Twentymans Funeral 
Services/On 2 It Electrical sponsored triples 
was played at Kerepehi Bowling Club. 
Numbers were reduced to 15 teams a� er 
being postponed from January 11 due to 
rain. Successful prize winners were: 1st 4 
wins, 23 ends, 11 points (Kerepehi ) Ken 
Hancock, Bruce Graham, Wayne; 2nd 4 
wins, 22 ends, 39 points (Paeroa) Peter 
Rowling, Ken Lockley, Jim Erbacher; 3rd 
3.5 wins, 25 ends, 37 points (Kerepehi) 

Grant, Mike Hitchcock, Philippa Garre� ; 
4th 3 wins, 19 ends, 11 points (Kerepehi) 
Dave Sutherland, Barbara Thompson, Alan 
Thompson; 5th 3 wins, 16 ends, 16 points 
(Kerepehi) Mi�   Taipari, Garry Parker, Don 
Cooper; 6th 3 wins, 18 ends, 1 point (Waihi) 
G Hewi�  and team. Coming up on January 
26: Local Bodies Invita� on 4s; February 5: 
Lion Breweries 4s; February 19: Norm Allen 
3s. Club championships con� nue through 
February and March. Contacts:- Club 07 867 
6897, Lorraine 021 255 4527, Richard 022 
603 1669. Good bowling,             - Terry King

Jessica Harrison prepares to bowl. 

Clayton  Harrison lines up a shot.
Photos: SUPPLIED

BOWLS
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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ACROSS 
1 Schematic drawing (7)
4 Disparagement of 

something one cannot
acquire (4,6) 

9 Glossy transparent paint (7)
13 Scarce (4)
14 Nautical yes (3,3) 
15  Human-like sculpture, 

model (6)
16 Seventh-heaven (7)
19 Laid waste to (10)
20 Congenial (8)
21 Thin porridge (5)
24 Food store (6) 
25 Gun kick (6)
27 Indirectly, sidelong (9)
32 Rascality (8)
33 Unit of current (6) 
34 Incapacitate (7)
38 French emperor (8) 
39 Long step (6) 
40 Haul (4) 
41 Wet (5) 
42 Tending to flow; liquid (5)
45 Accept or tolerate whether

or not you want to (4,2,2,4,2)

52 Make reference to (5)
55 X-rated (5) 
56 Monarch (4) 
57 Deserving (6)
58 Piling up (8) 
61 Implement (7) 
62 Keg (6) 
63 Bordering against (8)
66 Made right (9)
68 Incapable (6)
69 Smiles smugly (6)
73 Keen (5) 
74 Combined effort of a 

group (8) 
76 Not vowels (10)
81 Cheese type (7)
82 Small cave (6)
83 Tool for gripping (6)
84 Information (4) 
85 Endeavour (7) 
86 Everlastingness (10)
87 Netted (7)

DOWN 
1 Challenged (5)
2 Antbear (8)
3 Distress signal (6)
4 Proportion (5)
5 Expended (4)
6 Exuberantly joyful (7) 
7 Illicit sexual relationship (6) 
8 Goad (3,2)

10  Curve (4)
11  Without affectation (7)
12 Sibling (6)
17 In particular (10)
18 Knitting stitch (5)
22 Wedding paper (8) 
23 Glaringly vivid (5)
24 Novice (7)
26 Heroic narrative poem (4) 
28 Tedium (7)
29 Learning establishment 

(6) 
30 Charm (6) 
31 Drop steeply (6)
33 Spanish friend (5)
35 Saying (5)
36 Whirl (4) 
37 Japanese garment (4)

43 Modernise (6)
44 Synthetic fibre (5)
46 Eye part (4)
47 Etch (7)
48 Foil (6)
49 Bucolic (5)
50 Sudden violent 
      disturbance (8) 
51 Entices (6)
52 Bitterness, rancour (10)
53 Go bankrupt (4)
54 Gets back (7)
59 Journal (5)
60 Temporary period of calm 

(4) 
64 Played a role (5)
65 Sot (8) 
67 Late (7)
68 Strange (7)
70 Chaste (anag)(6)
71 Lowest (6) 
72 Fish hawk (6)
75 Unite (5) 
77 Yellow-green colour (5)
78 Sedate, decorous (5)
79 Buckle out of shape (4)
80 Exposed (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60

61 62 63

64 65

66 67 68 69

70 71 72

73 74 75 76 77 78

79 80

81 82 83 84

85 86 87

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Drive a hard bargain, 10 Thoughts, 15 Clowns, 16 Postscript, 17 Tribunal, 19 Declare, 21 
Litre, 22 Inaudible, 25 Violinist, 27 Brittle, 29 Intone, 33 Juice, 34 Concerns, 36 Comprehend, 39 Odd,
41 Leaning, 42 Manual, 43 Aviary, 44 Join, 45 Immense, 48 Meddlesome, 53 Spectre, 57 Kirk, 58 
Thanks, 59 Garish, 60 Retract, 62 Keg, 64 Dog biscuit, 65 Aquarium, 66 Eaves, 69 Pullet, 70 Another, 
71 Agreement, 76 Rationale, 77 Dummy, 78 Stadium, 83 Chuckled, 84 Strawberry, 85 Ceylon, 86 
Amputate, 87 Golden opportunity. 

DOWN: 2 Rolled, 3 Vowel, 4 Ass, 5 Alps, 6 Dismiss, 7 Absorb, 8 Girl, 9 Impunity, 11 Hermit, 12 
Unbalanced, 13 Hind, 14 Salvage, 18 Guillotine, 20 Rule, 23 Ingot, 24 Foremost, 26 Incense, 28 
Resolve, 30 Museum, 31 Around, 32 Spares, 35 Crate, 37 Dense, 38 Ends, 40 Dado, 45 Irked, 46 
Marigold, 47 Ethics, 48 Mentioning, 49 Desk, 50 Luggage, 51 Sprout, 52 Miser, 54 Pier, 55 Certain, 56 
Riches, 61 Lifejacket, 63 Buyer, 67 Stiletto, 68 Omit, 69 Panacea, 72 Gumdrop, 73 Silent, 74 Turban, 
75 Dugout, 79 Doyen, 80 Jump, 81 Hand, 82 Typo, 85 Cot.

ACROSS
1  Lose impetus or 
enthusiasm (3,3,2,5)
8  Sends away for (6)
14  Waste drain (5)
15  Singing voice (8)
16  Retaining (7)
17  Heavenly body (5)
18  Large beer cask (3)
19  Small barkless dog 
(7)
21  Declaration (9)
22  Garden figures (6)
25  Diminish in value 
(10)
27  Holds (8)
28  Discarded material 
thrown overboard (6)
31  Spurn (6)
33  Advantageous (7)
34  Scanty (6)
35  Responsibility (4)
37  Frozen water (3)
39  Asian desert (4)
40  Consequence (7)
41  Extremely tiring and 
demanding (9)
42  Inscribe (7)
43  Mesmeric (8)
48  Brochure (8)
52  Good food 
connoisseur (7)
56  Apiarist (9) 
57  Eighths (anag)(7)
58  Tosses (4)
59  For each (3)
60  Time period (4)
61  Wretchedness (6)
62  Car’s underframe 
(7)

63  Vehement protest 
(6)
65  Meat pin (6)
66  Leave by will (8)
68  Idiot (10)
71  Sibling (6)
72  Engaged woman 
(5-2-2)
74  Attained (7)
76  Not home (3)
79  Pasture flower (5)
80  Of the stomach (7)
81  Maritime (8)
83  Become less 
intense (5)
84  Duplicity (6)
85  Wasted away or 
completely exhausted 
through overwork 
(4,2,1,6)
DOWN
2  Ignorant of (7)
3  Oily fruit (5)
4  As well (3)
5  Sense (4)
6  Get up to dance 
(4,3,5)
7  Skilful (5)
8  Thin, stiff dress fabric 
(7)
9  Floor on ship (4)
10  Jog the memory (6)
11  Studies assiduously 
(5)
12  Nuclear fuel (7)
13  Taking to pieces 
(11)
14  Thwarted (7)
20  Winter visitor? (4,5)
23  Arousing pity (8)

24  Magnify (7)
26  Get-together of 
former colleagues (7)
27  Caffeine drink (6)
29  Outdoor clock (7)
30  Shock (6)
32  Dark wood (5)
34  Bravery award (5)
36  Vision (5)
38  Applaud (4)
43  Pastime (5)
44  Book introduction 
(7)
45  Completed (4) 
46  Weaken, damage 
(6)
47  With uneven 
surface (5)
48  Game bird (8)
49  Musician’s beat 
counter (9)
50  Summit (7)
51  Hot coal (5)
52  Welcomed (7)
53  Goods for sale (11)
54  Beat soundly (6)
55  Breakfast fare 
(4,3,5)
64  Disease (anag)(7)
65  Russian tea urn (7)
67  Vertical (7)
69  Culinary herb (7)
70  Make up one’s 
mind (6)
71  Homeless cat (5)
73  Trunk (5)
75  Porcelain (5)
77  Kind (4)
78  Reverse (4)
82  Raises (3)

 SUDOKU               84

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                104

DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $  incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $ incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

OUR PRE-OWNED PICKS

$69,990

2020 Ford Ranger Raptor 
4WD
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$21,995

2010 Volkswagen Golf 
Type R
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$29,990

2022 Suzuki Swift Sport
1.4L T��
	 P���	�                   A��	�����

������� ������
��
�����-��  ­���	��

$33,995

2015 Holden Colorado Z71 
DC 4WD
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$42,990

2018 Isuzu D-Max LS 
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2020 Suzuki Vitara Turbo 2WD
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SPORTS

Badminton life member honoured
The Badminton Thames 

Valley Junior Player of the 
Year trophy has been renamed 
in honour of Sue O’Brien for 
her 45-year service.

Sue, who was made a Bad-
minton Thames Valley life 
member recently, told The 
Profile she was “quite over-
whelmed” but was “very hon-
oured”.

“I thought it was an appre-
ciation of all the years. I’ve 
always been passionate about 
the sport and it’s good when 
someone can say you’re doing 
a very good job,” she said.

“I first came to Waihī in 
1976 from Auckland and was 
looking for something to do.  
I was actually wanting to join 
the tennis club but it was win-
ter in 1977 and I met someone 
named Rhonda Kneebone, 
who said ‘would you like to 
come play badminton?’

“I actually didn’t know 
what badminton was and I 
had never played it before so 
I came along to the day club. 
A year or so later I joined the 
affiliated night club in Waihī 
and that’s where it all started 
really.”

Sue said she had been a 
Badminton Thames Valley 
committee member, secretary, 
acting president and tourna-
ment organiser and co-ordi-
nator for the Thames Valley 
Masters team. 

Sue O’Brien will continue keeping “badminton fit” after 45 years.                                                                       Photo: GORDON PREECE

Her main highlight had been 
coaching between 200 and 
300 juniors.

“When I’m coaching in 
Waihī I try and put enjoyable 
fun things in, they run around 
the gym a few times to warm 
up and then stand against the 
wall and do some exercises 

and then we go through all 
the different strokes that they 
need to know when they’re 
called,” she said.

“Then I have helpers - my 
main helper is Helen Brady, 
who’s from our Waihī Badmin-
ton Club, and we show them 
how to serve, and then for half 

an hour at the end they have 
games.

“So it’s kind of a fun learning 
environment, which I think is 
important for kids.”

Sue said some juniors she 
had coached went on to com-
pete in senior Thames Valley 
and national teams. 

This included Taurian Mc-
Conochie, who was the first 
recipient of the O’Brien Tro-
phy for Junior Player of the 
Year in 2022.

Sue said she had also en-
joyed keeping “badminton fit” 
while competing individually 
and with the Waihī Badmin-
ton Club and Thames Valley 
Masters and Veterans teams.

“That was probably the 
highlight - playing the inter-
club [for Waihī], because you 
really had to get into it, know 
the rules and play properly,” 
she said.

“As time progressed, I 
played for the Thames Valley 
Masters in the number one 
team... for a few years, and I 
loved that and I still compete 
with the Veterans when they 
need me.

“I play for enjoyment but 
I’m competitive when I’m out 
there. 

“I’ve won a few things over 
the years but I think keeping 
badminton fit, being dedicated 
to the sport and if you’re pas-
sionate about your sport you’ll 
always do well.”

The 75-year-old said she 
had no plans to put down her 
racquet. 

“Every year I ask myself can 
I play? but I’ll be back this 
year and I’ll continue playing 
for as long as I can,” she said.

“I think if you stop when 
you’re older you can’t pick it 
up again, so you need to keep 
on no matter what.”

By GORDON PREECE


